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IT is with infinite ſatisfaction, that the Author has 
brought this Volume to a concluſion, and preſents the Pu- 
blic, with the remainder of the Statiſtical Accounts of the 
different Pariſhes in Scotland, without a jingle one being 
omitted. He thinks it proper, however, to add, that ano- 
ther Volume is now in the Prefs, the printing of which has 
already made conſiderable progreſs. That Volume will 
contain, not only ſuch material additions to, or corrections 
of, the Parochial Reports, as have been tranſmitted fince 
the original Accounts were printed, but alſo a very copious 
General Index, carefully compiled, and divided into three 
parts; the firſt, compriſing all the Subjects treated of; the 
ſecond, the-Names of the Perſons ; and the third, the Names 
of the Places, Lakes, Rivers, Mountains, &c. mentioned in 
the Statiſtical Volumes.—The whole Work will therefore 
be comprehended in Twenty-one Volumes. 

In regard to the propoſed Analyſis of the Statiſtical 
Account of Scotland, or the reſult of the Inquiry, the 
Author has begun that important undertaking, and will en- 
deavour to complete it, as ſoon as his leiſure from other 
avocations will admit.—It is a Work, however, that will 
require ſo much attention and labour, that he truſts the Pu- 
blic will excuſe him, for not attempting to execute it in too 
haſty a manner. | 


JOHN SINCLAIR. 


EDINBURGH, 


CuarLoTTE-SQUARE, 
25th October 1798. F 
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No. Name of the Pariſh, 


x Livingſtone, 


2 Boleſkine and A- | 


bertarf, 
3 Kilmadock, 
4 Walls and Sandneſs, 
5 Forteviot, 
6 Orwell, 
7 Sorn, 
8 Kirkowen, 
9 Dyke and Moy, 


tc Collace, 
11 Evie and Rendal, 


P2 St Andrew's and 
Deerneſs, 


14 Tingwall, - 
17 Banff, - 
18 Aberoorn, 
19 Kilmorack, 
20 Dunkeld and Dow- 
ally, 
21 Thurſo, 


_ 
4 


Total, 


Increaſe, 


TY 


in 1755. 
598 


1961 
2730 


1164 
1891 
1494 

795 
1826 

499 
1798 


1650 

566 
1412 
5000 


| 1943 


3000 
2830 


1298 
2963 


Population 


1450 


1037 


37.905 


PopulationſInereaſe. Decreaſe. 


in 1797. 

420 — 178 
1941 | — 1 220 
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N author, who printed a work, intitled, 
% Proſpects and Obſervations on a Tour in 
England and Scotland *,” ſoon after the com- 
mencement of the STATISTICAL AccounT OF 
4 SCOTLAND, and who, it would appear, had ſeen 
ſome ſpecimens of that publication, ſtates, in the 
| following words, his opinion, of the impracticabi- 
3 lity of ſo great an undertaking, being completed 
l by the exertions of one individual. 
3 « THERE have not been wanting different per- 
« * ſons, public-ſpirited indeed, but perhaps of too 
43 Vor. XX, if « ſanguine 


* 


* Publiſhed by Meſſrs Robinſons, London, in one vol. Ato, ar, 1791. 
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„ ſanguine diſpoſitions, who, ſtruck with the ſub- 
« ſerviency of parochial Ain Sion! to the advance- 
ment of both civil and natural hiſtory, have ad- 
d reſſed letters to the different pariſhes in Scot- 
land, and particularly to the Clergy, inviting 
„ them to a correſpondence, on whatever might 
appear moſt curious and intereſting in their re- 
* ſpective diviſions. Theſe Gentlemen do not reflect, 
that there is no individual, however diſtinguiſhed 
« by genius, rank, or fortune, or even by a happy or 
* rare union of all theſe advantages, who can poſſibiy 


« be confidered, by a whole Nation, as a fit centre 


« for fuch general co-operation x. 

II is certain, that not only this i ingenious travel- 
ler, but alſo many of the Author's friends, on 
whoſe judgment he could beſt rely, were in gene- 
ral of the {ſame opinion, and adverſe to his enga- 
ging in the attempt on ſo great a ſcale. It is pro- 
per, therefore, that the hiſtory of the accompliſh- 
ment of ſuch an undertaking, and of the means 


by which it was completed, in the midſt of a va- 
riety of other important avocations, ſhould be pre- 
ſerved, as a memorial, of what may be effected by 


unceaſing energy and perſeverance. 


AT an early period of life, I felt a ſtrong pre- 


dilegion tor literary purſuits, and, as far back as 


October 1769, when only about fifteen years and a 


half old, began to ſend to the newſpapers, and 
other 


* See Newte's Travels, p. 427, 
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other periodical publications, vatious commumica- 


tions, ſpecimens of which, merely as Boyiſh Com- 
poſitions, I have thought it might not be improper 
to reſcue from oblivion. (See Appendix, A). But, 
above all, I preferred engaging in inquiries connec- 
ted with political ſubjects, and collected, many 
years ago, very extenſive materials, for works on 
queſtions of that nature, which, probably, I ſhall 
neyer have leiſure to execute. Fortunately, how- 


ever, I found time ſufficient, toſketch- ont the Hi: 


ſtory of the Public! Revenue of the Britiſh Em- 


pire *, (for the Work, as printed, is only a {ketch), 


what though it contains the eſſence of many hun- 
dred publications; was executed in a very ſhort 
period of time. Thea firſt volume, I think, was 
both written and printed in the ſpace of; about 
fix months, anne 1783, and the other, in about 
the ſame period of time, anno 1790. The materi- 
als, however, of both had been previouſly collec- 
ted. I have ever conſidered it, indeed, as the beſt 
mode of compoſition, to collect the materials for 
any work, as leiſure would permit, and when they 
were collected, to dedicate a certain ſpace of time, 
to that ſubject excluſively, and not to ſuffer any 
other matter to break in 8 5 the propoſed | inve- 
emen. 

Ax the W of the Hiſtory of the Reve- 
nue, it was my intention to have laid before the 


Public, a General View of the Political Circum- 


44147 "A 2 Trig ſtances 


* This work is in three parts. The two firſt were printed in 1785, and 
the third in 1790. 


wii . ſtory of the Origin and Progreſs of the 


ſtances of the Country; but, after taking every 
poſſible paitis to become maſter of the ſubject, all 
the information I could obtain, was ſo extremely 
defective, that it was neceſſary to give up the idea; 
Which 1 did with a confiqerable' Kare of relue- 
EY | 
Om my arrival at Edinburgh; in May 1 1596; to 


Abend the General Aſſembly of the Church of Seot- 


land, of which Aſſembly I was a Lay Member, 
and with the leaders af which, I lived on terms of 
intimacy and friendſhip,” it | fortunately occurred 
to me, that I might prevail. upon that reſpectable 
body, to furniſh: ſuch tinformation, reſpecting the 
general ſtate of Scotland, as might enable me to 
give al ſufficient idea of the political ſituation of 
that part of the Britiſh empire. My original in- 
tention was, to have drawn up a General Statiſti- 
cal View of North Britain, without any particular 
reference to parochial ' diſtricts; but I found ſuch 
merit and ability, and ſo many uſeful facts and im- 
portant obſervations, in the communications which 
were ſent me, that I could not think of depriving 
the Clergy, of the credit they were entitled to de- 
rive, from ſuch laborious exertions, and thence was 
induced, to give the Work to the Public, in the 
manner in which it has been printed. -It is my 
intention, at the ſame time, as ſoon as leiſure from 
other purſuits will admit of it, to draw up the reſult 
of the whole inquiry, in a publication to be enti- 
tled, Analyſis of the Political State of Scotland, 
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« with a View of the Principles of Statiſtical 
*«'Philoſophy;” a work which, I hope, it will be 


ely in my power to lay before the public at the com- 
as mencement of the enſuing century. 
Taz moſt natural mode of obtaining informa- 


tion, and the one which I originally adopted, was 
that of printing and circulating Queries, as many 
individuals might be inclined to ſend anſwers to 
any queſtions: put to them, who would not take 
the trouble of drawing up a regular Report. I ac- 
cordingly addreſſed a Letter to the Clergy, and in- 
cloſed Queries: in it, which wilbbe wound! in ap 


the pendix B. aff lo 22, 571 
to Many ale te were at firſt ſurpriſed; at my 1 
1 of the new words, Statiſtics and Statiſtical, as it was 


ſuppoſed, that ſome term in our own language, 
might have ex preſſed the ſame meaning. But, in 
the courſe of a very extenfive tour, through the 
northern parts of Europe, which I happened to take 


in 1786, I found, that in Germany they were en- 
lich gaged in a ſpecies of political inquiry, to which they 
ing had given the name of Statiſtics; and though 1 ap- 


ply a different idea to that word, for by Statiſtical is 
meant in Germany, an inquiry for the purpoſe of 
aſcertaining the political ſtrength of a country, or 


my queſtions reſpecting matters of ſtate whereas, the 
rom idea I annex to the term, is an inquiry into the 
>ſult ſtate of a country, for the purpoſe of aſcertaining 
nti- the quantum of bappineſs enjoyed by its inbabitants, 
and, and the means of its future improvement ; yet, as 
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I thought that a new word, might attract more 
public attention, I reſolved on ad6pting it, and 1 
hope that it is now completely 3 and 
incorporated with our language. 

HA viNd received a number of x returns in ddn⸗ 
ſaquewce of the Queries circulated, and ſome of 
them being drawn up in the form of a regular Re- 
port, I reſolved to try the effect of publiſhing a 


volume of parochial accounts; and having return. 


ed from London, (where I had gone to attend my 
duty in Parliament), to Edinburgh, in January 
1791, Icommenced the undertaking, by printing 


the reports of the four pariſhes with which the firſt 
volume of thei Statiſtical Account commences, 


namely, thoſen af Jedburgh, Holy wood, Port-Pa- 
trick, and Hounam, and having thrown. off 1000 
extra copiea of thoſe four pariſhes, ſent them, by 
way of a ſpecimen, to every Clergyman in Scot- 
land, accompanied with anatlier nm 
found in Appendix.C. 111 T 

By dint, of great exertions, the gefiieoluine. of 


the Work was publiſhed on the 25th of May 1791, 


exactly 12 months fromthe commencement of the 
undertaking. It gave, on the whole, very general 
ſatisfaction. Some of the Clergy, indeed, were 


diffatisfied, at the freedom uſed with their com- 


munications, (it being thought neceſſury to con- 
denſe them as much as poſſible) ; and others, una- 
ware of the difficulty of printing correctly, parti- 
cularly from manuſcripts written by ſo many dif- 
ferent hands, were diſpleaſed with a few typogra- 
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phical errors. It ſo far ſurpaſſed, however, any 


thing of the kind that had ever been hitherto at- 


tempted, that every individual, who wiſhed well 
to the improvement of the country, or the wel- 
fare of its inhabitants, became deſirous of pro- 


moting it, and hence I had ſame reaſon to flatter 
XZ myſelf, that the whole Work would be rl 
in a ſhort period of time. 


BxiNd ſo frequently out of Scotland, I have i in 


Y general been obliged, to rely upon the aſſiſtanee of 
others, for preparing the communications of the 


Clergy, and correcting the preſs. The ſecond vo- 
lume, however, I was enabled to undertake my- 
ſelf, during a Parliamentary receſs; and I do not 
recolleR, to have met with a greater maſs of curi- 
ous and intereſting information, in any publication 
of that extent. It begins with a pariſh near the 
borders, that of Tortherwald, and ends with Mid 
and South Yell in Shetland, the pariſhes gradual- 
ly proceeding northwards. Thoſe who can peruſe 


*X that volume, without pleaſure and improvement, 


muſt have little real turn or diſpoſition for ſuch in- 


veſtigations. j 
68 


Ir was natural to ſuppoſe, that the moſt zealous 


7 friends to the cauſe, would early come forward 
= with their communications, and that ſome induce- 


ment muſt be held forth to thoſe, who were inclti- 


ned to be backward, to prevail upon them to make 


the neceſſary inquiries. From the beginning, I 
had propoſed that the profits ariſing from the pub- 
lication, I 
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lication, ſhould be given to the Society inſtituted 


for the benefit 'of the Sons of the Clergy. It ac- 
cidentally alſo occurred to me, 'that it would be 
poſſible to procure a Royal Grant for the ſame be- 
nevolent purpoſe ; and having, with that view, ap- 


plied to Mr Secretary Duxpas, his Majeſty, in 


conſequerice of his recommendation, was graci- 


. ouſly pleaſed to grant L. 2000 to that Society; I 


availed myfelf of that opportunity, to make a third 
application to the deficient Clergy, (ſee Appendix, 


DP), which I flattered myſelf would have been Ve- 


ry generally ſucceſsful. 

EXPERIENCE, however, ſoon proved, that altho” 
confiderable progreſs might thus be made, yet that 
it was impoſlible to expect, without ſtill greater 
exertions, the unanimous aſſiſtance of ſo numerous 


a body as the Clergy of Scotland. Many circum- 


ſtances prevented unanimity on ſuch an occaſion. 
Some diſliked the ſcheme from the beginning, or, 
having raſhly given an opinion againſt it, before 
they had thoroughly underſtood its nature or ob- 
je, were aſhamed afterwards to retract, Some 
were prevented by old age and bodily infirmities, 
ſome owing -to family diſtreſs, and tome by the 
jealouſy of their pariſhioners, who thought that 


the whole was a deep laid ſcheme, ſet on foot by 1 5 


Government, with a view to taxation; whilſt the 
tenants, in many country pariſhes, did not much 


reliſh the inquiries which were made into the pro- 


duce of the ſoil, the value of their cattle, &c. ap- 
prehenſive 


bo ©, Statiflical Account of Scotland. xv 
TER prehenſi ve that their landlords, might avail them- 
Rae. ſelves too much of that information. In ſhort, 
1d be from a combination of ſuch circumſtances, after 
de be. writing many thoufand letters, and the exertions 
wo | | of above two years, I found, on the iſt of June 
by, in b 1792. that no leſs a number than 413 accounts 
Stack were ſtill wanting. | A 
1 1 Eexxx meaſure, either deviſed by myſelf, or 
ty „ fuggetted by others, was carried into, effect, in 
* order to prevail upon the deficient Clergy to com- 
compring WT plete the Work. A recommendation from the Ge- 
NE ho neral Aſſembly was one of the meaſures adopted; 
altho' the diſtinguiſhed Hiſtorian of Scotland and Ame- 
185 rica, (the late Dr Robertſon), was prevailed upon 
Ne to write to all his contemporaries, requeſtin g their 
aſſiſtance; many other reſpectable members of the 
1 Church, as Sir Henry Welwood Monerief, Dr 
gon. ﬀ Blair, (the celebrated author of the Sermons, and 
8 ae other valuable publications), Dr Kemp, Dr Hardie, 
rat's Ke. applied to theit Clerical friends, to promote 
e AI the Work within the bounds of their. ſeyeral preſ- 
9 bpyteries. The Duke of Argyll, the Earl of Le- 
Some 3 ven, (whole ſituation as Commiſſioner to the Gene- 
mities, ral Aſſembly gave him much weight, with the 
7 ka 9 Church), the Earl of Fife, and ſeveral other great 
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| Proprietors in Scotland, wrote to the different Mi- 
niſters, whom they had preſented to livings, or 
with whom they had any particular connection; 
and from time to time, I took every opportunity 
that occurred, of reminding the; Clergy, by va- 
rious letters, which will be ſeen in Abb nir, Ks 

Vor. XX. 5 but 
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but I ſtill found, not only that ſeveral indivi- 
duals conld not be prevailed upon to draw up their 


accounts, but indeed that ſome, from a procrafti- 


nating ſpirit, and unwillingneſs to engage in, or to 
complete, any laborious undertaking, could not be 
depended on, after they had AR to ann 
them. 
| DETERMINED, however, to conplace the Work, 

I then reſolved to ſend Statiſtical Mifftonaries to 
different parts of the country, one to the Weſtern 
Iſlands, another over the counties of Aberdeen and 


Banff, a third to the preſbyteries of Dunkeld and 


Perth, a fourth to Dumfries-ſhire and Galloway, 
and a fifth to the Orkney Iſlands; and by that 
means, ſeveral accounts, to the amount of about 25, 
that would otherwiſe have been wanting, were 
procured. 

War w the whole Work was nearly brought to 
a conclufion, and lifts of the different pariſhes were 
made up, an unfortunate circumſtance occur- 
red, of the moſt diſcouraging nature. The ac- 
counts were ſent by the Clergy to me, and many 
of them were received in London, and thence 
tranſinitted to Scotland, to be incorporated in the 
Work. Upon making up the liſt, in June 1796, 
no leſs than twelve accounts, which I thought had 
been received, were not to be found; and it be- 
came neceſſary, again to apply to the Clergy to 
make up the loſs. I do not recolle& any circum- 
ſtance, in the whole courſe of the undertaking, 
that gave me ſo much uneaſineſs. 
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be relied on, in the ſpace of a few days. 
reader will eafily conceive the ſatisfaction which 
'P | that circumſtance occaſioned ; and as, undoubt- 
IX edly, no inftance is recorded in hiſtory, of ſuch 
Ja number as above 900 perſons, engaging in fo 
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An laſt, on the iſt day of January 1798 *, or ſe- 
ven years, ſeven months, and ſeven days, from the 


| commencement of the attempt, an account of eve- 


ry pariſh in Scotland, was either given in, or might 
The 


laborious an undertaking, more eſpecially at the 
requeſt of a private individual, it may not be im- 


proper, briefly to ſtate the circumſtances to which 
it may be attributed. 


In the firſt place, I had made it a rule, from an 
early period of life, to behave with attention and 


1 | civility to thoſe with whom I happened to be in 
company; and many of the Clergy afterwards in- 


formed me, that nothing induced them more to 
comply with my requeſt, than their recollection of 


1 little incidents of that nature. I mention this cir- 


cumſtance, as a proof of the advantage to be de- 


Y rived from ſuch a ſtile of behaviour; for I had 
1 little reaſon to imagine, that a young clergyman, 
4 | to whom I might accidentally ſhew any little mark 
2 of civility, could ever have had it in his youre to 


make any return for it. 

In the ſecond place, having an eftate in the oſt 
northern part of the kingdom, where I occafional- 
ly reſided, I had better acceſs to information re- 


= garding the remoter diſtricts, than falls to the lot 


*. Of 


* Only four accounts were wanting on that day, 


xx Hiſtory'of the Orixin and Propreſt of the 


of the generality of my countrymen, a and thence 
indeed had an opportunity of cultivating a more 
extenſive acquaintance, than is commonly in the 
power of any individual, and of increaſing it when 
neceſſary. 0 
Ix the third place, I laid it down as a rule, 
pointedly to anſwer every letter I received from 
the Clergy, and to acknowledge the receipt of all 
their different communications, which, in ſome 
caſes, were very numerous, even from a ſingle di-' 
| ſtrict, the miniſters occaſionally ſendmg their 3 
Wi reports even in ſheets.— I do not know any thing Wl 
[ 1 . more eſſentially neceſſary for ſucceſs in bufinels, 
1 1 than regularity of correſpondence. By delays in 
1 anſwering letters, I have at various times ſuffered 
6 much, and I attribute my ſucceſs in this important 
— - | _ undertaking, in a great meaſure, to the punctuality 
with which I carried on my Statiſtical correſpond- 
ence. Fortunately, at that time, the privilege of 
franking, was, in regard to the number of letters, 
unlimited, and the late reſtrictions upon that right, 
are much to be regretted, as they diſable perſons, 
not in official fituations, from carrying on ſuch ex- 
tenſive inquiries. Had I been confined to the ſend- 
ing of only 70 letters per week free from poſtage, 
I ſhould ſcarcely have undertaken, far leſs carried 
through, the Statiſtical Account of Scotland. i 
In the laſt place, the ſucceſs of this under- 
taking is to be attributed, to a ſpirit of perſeve- 
rance, which no obſtacle could reliſt, and without 
which, 
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which, no great e enterpriſe can ever be accom- 
pliſhed; a ſpirit, which was kept up, from time to 
time, by animating eulogiums, from various reſpec- 
table quarters, both foreign and domeſtic, ſome of 


& which, I have thought it proper to inſert, in the 
Appendix to this paper. (See Appendix, F). 


I BERG leave to add, that though the advantages 


to be derived from ſuch a Work, both by this and 


by other countries, are many, yet in no reſpect is 
it of more eſſential conſequence, than in proving 
the practicability, of combining the information 
and intelligence of great numbers of people, in one 
important literary undertaking. Who, before, 
could have imagined, that it would be poſſible to 
unite the labours of above nine hundred individuals 
in one Work. By following a ſimilar plan, regard- 
ing other uſeful objects of inquiry, there is no art 
or ſcience, that might not be brought, with conſi- 
derable rapidity, to a greater height of improve- 
ment, than can ever otherwiſe be effected; and 
thus the lot of the human ſpecies, may, in various 
reſpects, be ſpeedily ameliorated. 

I cannot conclude, without returning my 
warmeſt acknowledgments, to the many reſpeQ- 
able characters, by whoſe aſſiſtance I have been 
enabled to complete this Work. By their exer- 
tions on this occaſion, they have immortalized 


| themſelves, and the order to which they belong; 


and the greateſt compliment that in future can be 
Paid to any body of men, will be, that they are 
ay 
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as learned, as able, and as public-ſpirited, as thoſe 
members of the Church of Scotland, who aſſiſted 
in drawing up the Statiſtical Accounts of the dif- 
0 | ferent pariſhes in North Britain, and enabled the 
perſon who engaged in ſo bold an undertaking, to 

accompliſh a Work, unequalled, in regard to the 

ſucceſs with which it has been attended &, the 


of uſeful information which it contains, - and the 
various important advantages to be derived from 
it. 


JOHN SINCLAIR. 


CHARLOTTE SQUARE, 1 


iſt January 1798. 

þ 

| 
[1 
1 
4 | Hl 

14 * In Appendix, G. there is an account of ſeveral attempts of a ſimilar 
100 nature, both in this, and in other countries, the ſucceſs attending which, 
{1 = was no great inducement to engage in this Work; and in Appendix, H. a 
$ FILE: 


ſtatement of the progreſs of the preſent undertaking. 


number of perſons therein employed,—the extent - 
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APPENDIX, A. 


Letters figned iin CxsAR, the firſt Literary attempts of 


the Author ib the ER Account of Scotland. 
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HE following; letters, written by SIR Joux SINCLAIR, were printed. 
in the Caledonian Mercury in October 1769. An anonymous author, 
under the name of Mercator Caledonius, had written letters in that paper, 


| lamenting the neceſſity which the natives of the: Highlands were under, of 
| abandoning their native country, in conſequence of the increaſe of rents, 


and of emigrating to America. On that occaſion, SR Joan SINCLAIR 
was tempted to commence. author, though then only about fifteen years 


a ad a half old. The letters were written merely by way of an exerciſe, 
and trial of ſkill, than with any other view. It is hoped, therefore, that the 
reader will make allowance for ſuch a circumſtance, | No perſon happened 
3 | to be acquainted with his having written them, and nothing could be more 


amuſing for ſo young a man, than upon going into company, to hear his 
works talked of with approbation, inquiries made Who the author could be, 
&c. &c; | 


No 1. 


To the Printer of the Caledonian Mercury. 
SIR, 


3 I O8sFRveD at the end of your paper of the ad current, that you had ex- 


punged ſome paſſages of a letter ſigned Mercator Caledonius, and in- 


4 : dced it would have been of no conſequence if you had expunged the whole. 
XX Chriſtian charity, however, forces me to conclude, that Mr Mercator will 
I make a better figure behind his counter, tying up a pennyworth of ſugar, 
or changing a ſixpence to his beſt cuſtomer, than filling your paper with 
heavy complaints of no moment or importance. As for my ſhare, Mr Prin. 


ter, I have often travelled through every corner of the Highlands of Scot- 
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land; it is the place of my birth, and the country of my heart; yet, with all 
my partiality and prejudice for it, I bave ſeen too many of its inhabitants 
who were pictures of ind6tence and ſlsch. Contented to live in inacti- 
vity and idleneſs, without even the neceſſaries of life, they would rather 
ſtarve in the midſt of profuſion, than apply themſelves to any buſineſs, with 


induſtry and labour; ; they would rather mount up, with the utmoſt diffi- 


culty, to the top of a bleak and barren mountain, from whence nothing can 
be ſeen but the clouds of Heaven, and the Albion ſnows, than ſtrive to attain 
to independency and freedom, with the ſweat of their brow, or the labour 
of their hands. They would rather cringe to their landlord and their laird, 
to obtain the crumbs that fall from his table, than attempt to get a decent 
and comfortable livelihood, by cultivating the lands entruſted to their care, 
or applying themſelves to any trade, (whieh, though it would, perhaps, 
diſgrace the blood, and the race from whence they ſprang), yet it would, 


in time, make them richer even than the chief of their clan. 
can their maſters do with ſuch tenants, and with. ſuch dependents? Can 


What, then, 


they ſee, without emotion, their lands lying deſolate and ancultivated by 
the floth of its inhabitants ? Can they ſee; without emotion, their friends 
and their neighbours wallowing in riches and plenty, and they themſelves 
ſank in poverty and wretchedneſs ? What ſignifies the tracts of land they 


poſſeſs ? Of what avail is the number of the tenants on their eſtates, if they 


ſcarce receive as much for ten miles of good country, as elſewhere would 
not rent the tenth part of an acre ? But, muſt they ſtill continue to go on 
in the ſame fooliſh and unaccountable jog-trot ? Will they ſtill continue to 
ride through twice twenty miles, without ſeeing the ſmoke of a chimney, 


or hearing the crowing of a cock? Or, will they not rather attempt, by 


heightening their rents, to excite the induſtry of their people, and fill their 
eſtates with the ſober and the diligent ? Theſe things, according to Mr 
Mercator's phraſe, grow clamant for redreſs ; they have been often conſide- 
red with the utmoſt attention by the landed property in the Highlands. I 
myſelf have an eſtate in that country, and, I am ſure, if this ſcheme does 


not make it better, it cannot make it worſe. 


I ſhall not detain you, Mr 


Printer, any longer at preſent, I hope that you will admit theſe few uncon- 
nected hints into your moſt entertaining paper; and will only add, that Mr 
Mercator need not dread, in caſe the Highlanders do deſert their ſo much 
beloved native ſoil, that they will ſeize the ſmall pittance that he has ſcra- 


ped together, for they never think of attacking thoſe who have nothing to 
loſe; the poor man may whiltle i in the night-time, though the ſward of the 


robber is pointed at his breaſt, F 


EDINRURGH, 
5th Oct. 1769. 


; 


I am yours, &c. 


JULIUS CASAR. 


| 
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3th all MERCATOR CALEDONIUS being much diffatisfied with this attack 


bitants upon his lucubrations, publiſhed a very angry reply; in conſequence of 
- act; | which the Author wrote the n Ons which — the contro- 
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ir ird, PHoOUGH I have conſidered, Mr Printer, with the utmoſt attention, the 
a = ſituation of ſome of our weſtern Highlanders; though I have aſked 


ir care, again and again the ſentiments of my friends on this intereſting ſubject, yet 
berhaps, v7 I ſtill continue in the ſame opinion I at ur adopted ; and 0 far am T from 
would, | = thinking, that the departure Y, a few factious and idle Highlanders would 
at, then, 8 prove detrimental to theſe united nde, that I would wiſh a contribu- 
ts? (an tion was immediately begun; let them be ſhipped off at the public expence, 
abe 1 whilſt the whim continues, and let them be tranſported to a country, where 
. Y they may find a nation perhaps as ſavage as themſelves, and, if poſſible, 
3 1 | equally deſtitute of the leaſt appearance of religion and virtue. But I hope 
that the ſober and the diligent will not think of following their example; 
__ __ | let them be deterred from executing that ſcheme, by the diſmal miſcarriage 
* * _ 3 of the firſt attempt ; the news lately arrived in Scotland, that ſome of theſe 
re would people, who had left the fruitful Argyleſhire coaſts, to inhabit the Ameri- 
can wilds, had not met with that reception they wiſhed or expected. Vou 
might have heard, Mr Printer, that ſome of them died, during a long and 
tedious voyage; that ſome ſuffered the worſt of deaths, by the want of ſub- 
ſiſtence; and that the reſt were ſo overcome by the change of the air, and 
the inclemency of the weather, that few, if any, expected to ſee the return 
of another ſummer. * I hope chat 'this news will, be. of ſome advantage to 
my deluded countrymen ; let them conſider the danger of periſhing in a 
vaſt and tempeſtuous ocean, without a friend or a neighbour to aſſiſt them 
in their diſtreſs: how they muſt go to a country where their language is 
unknown, and their miſery will be diſregarded ; how they muſt leave 
1 beloved wife and tender infants, to bewail their abſence with unavailing 
tears, when left to the care of a treacherous friend, or. a concealed enemy: 
and even ſuppoſing that they do ſafely arrive at theſe barren deſerts ; ſup- 
pofing that they can ſpeak the dialect of the country, and that at firſt they 
are viewed with the tender eye of pity and compaſſion, yet how can they 
expect to he long ſupported by hardened avarice, or fla agg ing charity? How 
can they then expect to receive aſſiſtance and alms from the ſavages of the 
deſert,or obtain a ſettlement, even in that vaſt and boundleſs country, with- 
out the neceſſary aids of friends and money ? ang when reduced to the laſt 


extremity in a foreign country, they will then, perhaps, be worſe than the 
VOL, XX, c Indians 


to go on 
ntinue to 
chimney, 
empt, by 
fill their 
ng to Mr 
u conſide- 
Hands. I 
heme does 
n you, Mr 
ew uncon- 
d, that Mr 
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Indians themſelves, devouring the friend of their boſom, or tearing the fleſh 
off their bodies in the pangs 6f hunger and famine. Read this, my coun- 
trymen and friends, read. it and tremble ; reflect within yourſelves, if this 
was your ſituation, if you could ſupport it; and if you would wiſh to pre- 
ſerve yourſelves, your relations, and friends, from infamy and diſgrace, de 
not attempt to leave your /o much beloved native country, which will ſoos 
grow clamant for your continuance in it ; and believe him who always 
wiſhed for your ſafety in his youth, and will always pray for it in his old 
age. 


J am yours, &c. 


. | JULIUS CASAR. 
EDINBURGH, : 


October 9. 1769. 


APPENDIX, B. 


Firft Circular Letter to the Clergy of the Church of Scotland. 


IX, 


Tak the liberty of tranſmitting the. incloſed FFD to you, in hopes 
that a plan, which has been fortunate enough to meet with the appro 
bation of ſome of the moſt reſpectable and diſtinguiſhed characters in theſe 

kingdoms, will be fayoured with your aſſiſtance. 

To procure information with regard to the real political ſituation of a 
country, is what wiſe Stateſmen in every age have thought defirable, but 
which in theſe enlightened tunes. is juſtly held of the moſt eſſential public 
importance *, 

Vor. XX. | e 55 


#* The ancients frequently inculcated this idea: Ad confilium de re- 


40 publica dandum, caput eſt, noſſe rempublicam,” Cicero de Oratore, 


lib. 2. In republica cognoſcenda, multam, magnamque curam habui, 
« uti quantum armis, viris, opulentia, ea poſſet; cognitum haberem.” Sal- 
luſt. ad Cæ ſar. de Republ. ordin, Epiſt. ſeu Orat. 2. cap. 1. And M. de 
Hertſberg, the-Prime Miniſter of Pruſſia, very juſtly remarks, © Qu'on re- 
“ connoit de plus en plus, que la grande politique, ne conſiſte pas dans le 
„ myſtere dont les gouvernmens ſe couyroient jadis, mais que ceux qui a- 
„ giſſent 2 decouvert avec publicite et franchiſe, gagnent beaucoup plus la 
« confiance, des ſujets, et des voiſins.” Diſſertation ſur la Population des 
Etats en general, et fur celle des Etats Pruſſiens en particulier. An, 1785. 
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In many parts of che cosdsest b more particaturly in Germany, Statifti- 
cal Inquiries, as they are called &, have been carried to a very great ex · 
tent; but in no country, it is believed, can they be brought to fuc perfec- 
tion 2s in Scotland, which boaſts of an eccleſiaſtical eftabliſhment; whoſe 


private virtue, for intelligence, and for ability. 

I flatter myſelf, that upon this occaſion, they will not be backward i in 
contributing their aid, to promote an attempt, which may prove of conſider- 
a able ſervice to the country at large, and cannot fail to add to the reputa- 
IRE tion and character, which the Church of Scotland has already ſo deſervedly 


* ZE acquired for public utility. 
== I have the honour to be, 
Sir, your very obedient, 
And faithful hrimble ſervant, | 
7.9 HN SINCLAIR, 
Egr INBURGH, 3 - 
May 25. 1790. 1 
cot land. N. B. It is not expected, that all the incloſed Queries ſhould be anſwer- 
| ed by any individual; nor is minute exactneſs looked for: but it is requeſt- 
ed, that as many FRO may be attended to, as circumſtances will ad- 
in hopes mit of. 
e appro In the event of a vacancy in the 3 or where the preſent incumbent 
36 e is prevented, by fickneſs or otherwiſe, from ſending an anſwer, it is intreat- 
ed that ſome neighbouring clergyman would take that trouble upon him- 
tion of a el. 3 | 
able, but il It is ſubmitted, whether it might not be proper to inſert the Queries and 
public Anſwers in any parochial regiſter, that in after times the future ſtate of the 
IE pariſh, may be compared with its ſituation at preſent. _ 
1 = Any anſwer to theſe Queries may be directed to Sir John Sinclair of Ulb- 
3 0a "of WE ſter, Baronet, Member of Parliament, Edinburgh, who will thankfully ac- 
m de re- 1 knowledge the receipt of any paper upon this ſubject, that may be OT 
Oratore, = to him. 
um habui, 7 It may be proper to add, that if it is PETS adviſable to oublith uch 
m.“ Sal- 1 an account of Scotland, as may be drawn up from the materials, to be thus 
nd M. de collected, any profit that can be derived from the publication, is to be 
Qu'on re- Wl dedicated to an inſtitution lately formed, for the Benefit of the Sons of the 
as dans le RR Clergy of the Church of Scotland, which ſeems to merit every 88 en- 
eux qui a- 5 couragement, 
up plus la | Copy 
lation des 
An, 1785. * Or, Inquiries reſpectiug the Population, the Political Circumſtances, 


Y ebe Productions of a Country, and other Matters of State. 


members will yield to no deſcription of men, for public zeal, as well as for 
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Appendix. 


Copy of the QUERIES drawn np for the purpoſe of elucidating the Natu. 
ral Hiſtory and Political State of Scotland, which were incloſed in the 
preceding letter. | 


3 air the Gzocrayny and NATURAL Kiiveke of the 
 PaRIS8. | 


1. What is the ancient and modern name of the Pariſh ?- 

2. What is the origin and etymology of the name ? | 

3. In what%ounty is it ſituated ? © * 

4. In what preſbytery and ſynod ? 

8. What is the extent and form of the parith ? 

6. What its length and breadth ? 

7. By what pariſhes is it bounded ? 

8. What is the general appearance of the country: : hs it flat or hilly, 
rocky or mountainous ? ? | 

2 What is the nature of the ſoil? Is it fertile or barren, deep or ſhallow ? 

What is the nature of the air? Is it moiſt or dry, e or other. 

wite? E544 

11. What are the mol prevalent diſterapers ? and to whe circumſtances 
are they to be attributed ? | | 

12. Are there any mineral ſprings 2 154 in what diſeaſes are uc ſer- 
vile ? 

13. Are there any conſiderable lakes or rivers in the nai? ? 

14 What ſpecies of fiſh do they produce? In what quantities? What 


prices do they fetch on the ſpot? ? And in en ſeaſons are . e N in he 


greateſt perfection? 


15. Are the rivers navigable : ? or might they be rendered uſeful 1 in navi · 


gation? 

16. Are there any navigable canals i in the pariſh ? 

17. What is the extent of ſea-coaſt ? 

18. Is the ſhore flat, ſandy, high, or rocky? 

19. What ſorts of fiſh are caught on the coaſt? In what quantity ? At 
what prices ſold ? When moſt in ſeaſon ? How taken ? And to what mar- 
_ ſent ? 

o. What other ſea animals, plants, Pen oy, ſhells, &c. are found 
on or near the coaſt ? 


21. Are there any remarkable ſea weeds uſed for e land, or cu- 


rious on any other account? 
22. Is there any kelp? And wha quantity, at an average, is annually 
made? | 
23. What are the courſes of the tides on the ſhore or at ſea? and are 
there any rocks, currents, &c, worthy of notice ? 
24. Are 
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: or hilly, 


ſhallow ? 
or other- 
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they ſer- 


es? What 
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i] in navi · 


intity? At 
what mar- 


: are found 
and, or cu- 
is annually 
1? and are 


24. Are 
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24. Are there any light-houſes, beacons, or land- marks? or could any be 
erected that would be of ſervice? _ ..... 

25. What are the names of the principal. ty bits knits, hand. 
lands, ſands, or iſlands, near the coaſt? __ 

26. Have there been any battles or ſea fights near r the coaſt? ? ind whi 
did any remarkable wrecks or accidents happen, which can give light te 
any hiſtorical fact? | 

27. Are there any remarkable mountains! ? and what are their heights ? 2 

28. Are the hills covered with heath, green, or rocky ? 

29. Are there any volcanic appearances in the pariſh? | 

30. Are there any "OP." ſtones, or any having the imprefſion o of plants 
IS or fiſhes upon them? 

A 31. Are there any foſſil marine e-bodies, ſuch as ſhells, corals, &e. or any 
petrified part of animals? or any petrifying ſprings or waters? 
32. Are there any marble, moor-ſtone, free-ſtone, ſlate, or other ſtones ? 
| How are they got at, and what uſe is made of them ? 

33. Are there any mines, particularly coal- mines? What are they? ade 
whom do they belong? And what do they produce? 

34. Is any part of the pariſh ſubject to inundations or land- floods? When 
did any remarkable event of that nature happen ? 

35. Hath there been any remarkable miſchief done by thunder _ 
lightning, water-ſpouts or whirlwinds ? 

36. Are there any remarkable echoes ? 

37. Haye any remarkable phenomena been obſerved in the air ? 

38. Are there any remarkable caves or grottos, natural or artificial ? 

39. What quadrupeds and birds are there in the pariſh ? What migratory 
birds ? and at what times do they appear and diſappear ? 

40. Is the pariſh remarkable for breeding any ſpecies of cattle, ſheep, 

horſes, hogs, or goats, of peculiar qualiry, ſize, or value ? 


Xxix 


II. QuesTIONS reſpedting the POPULATION of the PARISH 2 


= 41. What was the ancient ſtate of the population of the parith, ſo far as 
tit can be traced ? 

1 2. What is now the amount of its population? 

8 What may be the number of males? | 

44. What of females ; 

45. How many reſide in towns ? 

46. villages? 

47.— the country? 

48. What is che annual average of births? 
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4. What is the annual weerage of deaths #? 


50. 


Appendix. 


— — rig 


——ů — ou. is under 16 peut of axe? 
— from 10 to 20 


1. 


4 go EL SL 1 


20 to 502 


Feet x 4. PEW 1 33 1 


- 80 to 702 


70 to 100 ? 


56. Above 100? 
57. Are there any inſtances of long lives well apthenticated ? 
What may be the number of farmers and their families ? 


58. 

59 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 


74. 
75. 


Britiſh colonies ? 


—— manufacturers? 


handycraftsmen ? 


— — apprentices ? 
— — ſeamen ? 
Sabah — — — ſiſnermen? 


—— ſferrymen? 


— — miners? 


— —— houſehold ſervants, male and female? 


— boring ſervants, male and female? 
— ſtudents at colleges and univerſities ? 


hw — merchants, citizens or tradeſmen? ? 


artiſts ? 


— Jews? 


negroes 7 


gipſies? 


— - foreigners ? 


—- perſons born in England, Ireland, or the 


76. What | 


* Tt is of peculiar importance to have the queſtions 48 and 49 diſtintly 
anſwered ; for it is generally underſtood, at leaſt on the Continent, that the 
population of any diſtrict or country, may be known with ſufficient accura- 
cy, by multiplying the number of births by 26, or the number of deaths 
by 36. In Scotland, on the other hand, Mr Wilkie, miniſter of Cults, 
ſuppoſes, that the number either of births and burials, if they are equal, 
ſhould be multiplied by 40; or, if there is any difference, the half of the 
whole, (both the births and the burials), ſhould be multiplied by the ex- 
pectation of an infant's life, adapted to the particular diſtrict, in order to 
aſcertain its population. See Statiſtical Account, vol. II. p. 415. It ap- 
pears, from Mr Wilkie's calculations, that the expectation of a life in 


Scotland, is much greater than in England, or on the Continent. 


19 


im ima im i ic io 14 _ a 


i 
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56. What may be the number of perſons born in other ditti rs or parithes 
in Scotland? 

77. nnn be hs number of the nobility and their ſumilie 
78.— — — gentry? | 

79. e ——— clergy 

bo. ai —— ye, and writers or attornie 
$1. What may be the number of phyſicians, ſurgeons, and apothecaries 


. — -- the eſtabliſhed church ? 
23. — — ſeceders? 
— epiſcopalians ? 
$5. — | — Roman catholics ? 


86. Is the population of the = materially different from what it was 
5, 10, or 25. years ago? and to what cauſes is the alteration attributed ? 
| 87. What is the proportion Ces the annual births and the whole po- 
4 pulation ? 
| 88. n 
population? 
89. What is the proportion between, the anal deaths and the whole 
population ? OTE 
90. What is the proportion between the batchelors and the married men, 
widowers included? 
2 How many children does each marriage at an average produce? 
2. What may be the cauſes of depopulation ? 
oi Are there any deſtructive epidemical diſtempers ? 
94. Have any died from want? 
95. Have any murders or ſuicides been committed? 
| IE 96. Have many emigrated from the pariſh ? 
nd, or the 9 97. Have any been baniſhed from it? 
ö 1 58. Have any been obliged to leave the pariſh for want of employment ? 
76. What 1 5 99. Are there any- uninhabited houſes ? 
3 ö | 200. What may be the number of inhabited houſes, and the number of 
diſtinctly erſons at an average to each inhabited houſe ? 
t, that the 
nt accura- | 
of deaths 2 101. What kinds of vegetables, plants, and trees, does the pariſh pro- 
of Cults, MillWuce ? 
are equal, *S | 102. What kinds of animals? 
half of the 1 103. What at an average is ſuppoſed to be the number of cattle ſheep, 
by the ex- Porſes, hogs, and goats, in the diſtrict ? 
in order to 4 104+ Is there any map of the pariſh ? and has * number of acres in it 
8. It ap- een aſcertained? 
ca life in ee 6d. Wee 


III, QuesTtons reſpecting the PReDucTIONs of the PARISR. 
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rye, oats, potatoes, turnip, cabbage, &c, ? 


— 
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105. How many acres at an average may be employed in . ow; 
roots, &c.? 

106. What number of acres to. each Jort een, as wheat, bat, 
107. Does the pariſh ſupply itſelf with proviſions ?. 2 
108. Does it in general export or import articles of proviſion ? 


109. How many acres are We in raiſin ng Sax or flax ? 
110. How many in ſown or artificial graffes ! 


111. How many in paſture ? 
112. When do they in general ſow and reap their different crops ? ? 
113. What quantity of ground may lie waſte or in common ? 


114. What i in woods, foreſts, marſhes, lakes, and rivers? 
115. Is there any chalk, marl, fullers earth, potters earth, ochre, &c. ? 
116. Are there any bitumen, naptha, or other ſubſtances of that nature 
found in the ſoil ? 8 
E ed! IV. MrscgLLaNEovs QUESTIONS. 
117. Has the pariſh any peculiar advantages or diſadvantages ? 
tis. What language is principally ſpoken in it? 
119. From what language do the names of places in the pariſh — to be 1 
derived? FP 
120. What are the moſt remarkable inſtances of ſuch derivations ? 
121, What may the land rent of the pariſh be > Tt 
122. What the rent of houſes, fiſhings, &c,? te 
123. What is the value of the I" including the glebe ? and who is 
the patron ? v 
124. Who is now miniſter of the pariſh . : 
125. How long has he been ſettled in it ? F a ; 1 
126. What are the names of his predeceſſors as far hack as 3 can now { { 
be traced, and the time they reſpectively held that office  -- 
127. Is the miniſter married, a widower, or fingle ? | It 
128, If with a family, how many ſons, and how many Ab 2 
129. When were the church and the manfe built or repaired ? = op 
130. What is the number of heritors, or — of landed property in 
the pariſh ? a i 
131. How many of them refkde in it ? 2 
132. What is the number of the poor in the pariſh receiving alms ? | 
133. What is the annual amount of the contributions for their relief, and : T 
the produce of alms, legacies, or of any other fund deſtined for that purpoſe ? 
134. What are the preſent or ancient prices of proviſions, beef, veal, d 
mutton, lamb, pork, pigs, geeſe, ducks, chickens, rabbits, butter, cheeſe, 8 * 


wheat, barley, oats, &c. ? 


135. What 


iſing corn; 


at, barley , 


135. What is generally a day's wages for labourers in hufbandry, and 
other work ? and what per day for carpenters, bricklayers, maſons, tai- 
lors, &c. ? 

136. Whit hy the ee Undo ub of? Is it coal, wood, heath, 


peat, furze, or whins ? What are the prices paid on the {pot ; and whence 


is the fuel procured ? 
137. What, at an-average, ay Means of à common labourer, 


* 


up a family? 
138. What are the uſual wages of male and female ſervants in the dif- 
i 7 ferent branches of buſbandry ? 
13339. What the wages of domeſtic ſervants ? A 
140. How many ploughs are there in the pariſh ? and of what kinds? ? 
' . 147. How many carts and waggons ? 
142. How many carriages; and of what ſorts ?- 
143 · Are there any villages in the pariſh ? and how are they ſituated ? 
344. Are there any eroſſes or obeliſks.erected in the pariſh ? . 


ops ? 


re, &c.? 5 3 
that nature 1 


a 145. Are there any remains or ruins of monaſteries or religious houſes? 
8 1.346. Are there. any Roman, Saxon, Daniſh, or Pictiſh caſtles, camps, al- 

ſeem to be . kars, roads, forts, or other remains of antiquity ? and what traditions or hi- 

IE W Korical accounts are there of tbem? 

ions ? 


= 2147. Have there been any medals, coins, arms, or other pieces of anti- 
IE quity dug up in che pariſh? When were they found? And i in whoſe cuſ- 
= tody are they now? 

148. Are there any barrews, or tamuli.? Have any been 3 And 
what has been found therein ? 
= 249. Have there been any remarkable battles fought in the pariſh ? On 

/ | 5 2 | what ſpot.? At what time.? By whom ? And wa CARON are there re- 
ey can now ̃ ſpecting the ſame ? 

96 4 150. Has the pariſh either given birth or burial to any man eminent for 

1 N learning, or diſtinguiſhed for any other valuable qualification ? | 
hters ? 51. Are the people of the country remarkable for ſtrength, ſize, com- 
5 plexion, or any other perſonal or mental qualities? 
property in 1 | 252. What is the general ſize of the people? 
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attained, properly authenticated? 
g alms ? — 
ir relief, and 3 | 
hat purpoſe? 2 155. Are the people fond of a ſea-faring life ? What is the number of 
„ beef, veal, 9 | boats and of larger veſſels belonging to the pariſh ? And what number of 
itter, cheeſe, J emen have entered into the navy _ any preceding war ? 


135. W 1 3 


Appendix. Ai 


| when „ . . bring 


153. What is the greateſt height which any individual in the pariſh he 


154. Are the people diſpoſed to induſtry ? What manufaQares are cat 
ried on in the pariſh ? And what number of hands are employed therein? 
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xxxiv Appendix. 


156, Are the people fond of a military life ? Do many inliſt in the may? 
And principally in what corps? 

157. Are the people economical, or expenſive and e for their cir 
cumſtances? Is property, particularly in Ty often a ? And at 
what prices is it in general ſold? - 

158. Are the people diſpoſed to humane and generous ations; z to pro- 
tect and relieve the ſhipwrecked, '&e. ? and are there any events which 
hive happened in the'pariſh, which do honour to human nature? 

159. Do the people, on the whole, enjoy, in a reaſonable degree, the 
comforts and advantages of ſociety ? and are they rin with e fitua. 


tion and circumſtances ? 18 
160. Ate there any means by which their nn. could be amchen 


wee 


ADDENDA. 


What 6. ſtate of the WY and bridges in the pariſh ? How were 

305 originally made? How are they kept in repair? Is the ſtatute labour 

exacted in kind, or commuted? Are there any turnpikes ? and what is the 
general opinion of the advantages of turnpike road? 

2. What is in general the rent of the beſt arable and the beſt patr or 


| 1550 grounds, per acre? What the rent of inferior ? 


3. What in general is the ſize and the average rent of the farms i in the 

ariſh : And is the number of farms increafing or diminiſhing ? 

4. Is the pariſh in general incloſed; or unincloſed ? And are the people 
convinced of the advantages of incloſures ? 

5. What was the fituation of the pariſh a0 1782 + 1783 Pleaſe 
ſtate any curious or 'jmportant-circumſtances connected re n era, or 
with any other ſeaſon of ſcarcity. 

6. Are there any curious or important facts tending to prove any great 
alteration in the manners, cuſtoms, dreſs, ſtile of living, &c. of the inhabi- 
tants of the pariſh, now, and 20 or 0 years ago? 


N. B. If you reſide in a town or ahh pleaſe give an account of the hi- 
ſtory and antiquities of the place; of its buildings, age, walls, fieges, char- 
ters, privileges, immunities, gates, ſtreets, markets, fairs; the number of 
churches, wards, guilds, companies, fraternities, clubs, & c.: How the town 
is governed: if it is repreſented in parliament, to whom does the right of 


election belong, and what the number of electors? together with a compa- 


riſon between its ancient and modern ftate, in regard to population, com- 
merce, ſhipping, fiſheries, manufaQures, more particularly at the following 
periods, abgut the time of the Union, fince the year 1745, and at preſent. 
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It may be proper to add, that many important facts and obſervations 
may occur to thoſe to whom this paper is addreſſed, not hinted at in the 
queries, which it would be particularly obliging in any een to add 
to any anſwer which he ww take _ er of RY _ | 


he r: 


Shale eix- 
? And at 
3 to pro- 
nts which 


May 2;. 1790. 10 
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APPENDIS, . 


aàmeliora- 


Second eee! rene. Letter to Ang cr. we a Specimen 27 Four 
Pariſhes. 


SIR, 


T is with infinite pleaſure I have the ewe of n you, that by 
1 the zeal and patriotiſm, of the clergy of Scotland, I have already in my 
o ſſeſnon materials for drawing up a Statiſtical Account of a conſiderable part 
f the whole kingdom; and that in the courſe of the enfuing ſpring, (which 
che ſeaſon when the miniſters generally take a clerical ſurvey of their 
F reſpective pariſhes,) I have reaſon to expect returns from above a half of 
| b Scotland. Of the nature and importance of the reports which have been 
eeceived, you will be able to judge from the ſpecimen I incloſe. It is part 
f a volume, now in the preſs, which will be ready for publication by the 
ext meeting of the General Aſſembly. 

You will eaſily perceive the many important advantages which the pub- 
bc muſt neceſſarily derive, were reports equally accurate with thoſe inclo- 
2d, ſent from every other diſtrict in the kingdom, though ſome years were 


How were 
ate labour 
what is the 
paſture or 


rms in the 


58 
2 
2 
Sets 


the people 


3 Pleaſe 
hat era. or 


any great en employed in bringing this great political ſurvey to a concluſion. But 
the inhabi- am anxious that the Clergy of Scotland ſhould not only do it well, but 


a uickly ; ſo that the ſtate of the whole country ſhould be known, if poſſible, 
ag! r nearly the ſame period of time. I therefore hope, Sir, that, for the ho- 
t of the hi- Pour of our na onal church, you will make every exertion in your power, 
jeges, char- ſend me as ul, and as accurate an account, as poſlible of your pariſh, 
number of nd of any neighbouring diſtri, that by any accidental circumſtance, may 


w the town equire your aſſiſtance. As a Scotchman, and as a friend to the Kirk of 
the right of Scotland, I ſhould feel a very peculiar pride in being able to aſſert, that, on 


h a compa- 
ation, com- 
e following 


t preſent. 
It 


; he 25th of May 1990, I began to circulate my ſtatiſtical queries among the 
WClergy ; and that before a twelvemonth had elapſed, I had received more 
hall and ſatisfactory information reſpecting the ſtate of this country, than 
1 nad ever been collected concerning any other kingdom. 
7 | Tou 
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You will perceive, that the incloſed accounts are ſyſtematically arran- 
ged, from the anſwers which were ſent me. It is, however, unneceſſary 
for the Clergy to give themſelves that trouble. If the queries which have 
been already ſent, are anſwered'with minuteneſs and accuracy, a complete 
account can eaſily be made from thoſe anſwers ; nevertheleſs, if any clergy- 
man has ſufficient leiſure to draw up à complete and 1 On , 
tion of his pariſh, it cannot be the lefs acceptable. 

Some diſtricts, ſuch as the pariſh of Hounam, furniſh little room For ſta · 
tiſtical inveſtigation. In that caſe, the ſtate of population, and facts con. 
nected with the political circumſtances of the country, are all that is ne- 
ceflary, Full aceonnts are deſirable; bat, at the ſame time, no miniſter 


ought to heſitate about ſending a ſhort _ when there are not meansof 1 


ſupplying more important materials. 

In the queries formerly ſent, ſome particulars were a of which I 
ſhould be glad to be informed, even from thoſe gentlemen who have alrea- 
dy favoured me with their anſwers : as, 


1. What is the ſtate of the ſchools in the pariſh ; the falary and per- 


quiſites- of the ſchoolmaſter; and the number of his ſcholars ? 
What is the number of alehouſes, inns, &c. ; and what effect have 
they on the morals of the people ? 

3. What is the number of ney din or Greinges which hve been 


built within thefe ten years paſt ; and how many old ones have a 5 N 


been pulled down, or have become uninhabitable ? 

4. What has been the effect of employing cottagers in agriculture, or 
of working by hired ſervants in their ſtead ? and, 

5. What has been the number of priſoners in any jail in the diſtrict, 
in the courſe of the year 1790; and for what cauſes were they um- 
priſoned? 

Tables of pirchs, marriages, and deaths, kept in any particular pariſh, 
would be very deſirable. Nor can the information reſpecting all points 


connected with the population of the country, be too accurate and mi. 


nate. 
On the whole, I flatter wi by your aſſiſtance, and that of your bre- 


thren, that it will be in my power to bring a work to perfection, which 4 
will do more credit to the Clergy of the Church of Scotland, as a learned, 7 
able, and uſeful body, than perhaps has ever fallen to the lot of any othe: 


deſcription of men. 


L have the honour to be, with great regard and eſteem, Sir, your moſt i 


obedient, and very humble ſervant, 
| JOHN SINCLAIR. 


EDINBURGH, 5 
Jan. 25. 1791. 5 


N. B. 


K 


N. B. It is intreated; that at the next meeting of your Prefbytery, W 


Ily arran- 


nneceflary plan may be formed, for completing the ſurvey within its bounds, as expedi- 
rhich have tiouſly as may be conſiſtent with accurate returns to the different queries; 


complete and that the Moderator, ot ſome member of the meeting, will have the 
ny clergy- goodneſs to inform me of the ſteps which are taken for that purpoſe. The * 


letters may either be directed to Edinburgh or London. 

Any of the Clergy who have not received a copy of this, or of the former 
WE letter and queries, may be aſſured, that it has only ariſen from miſtake, and 
facts con- from thoſe errors which cannot be avoided in ſo extenſive a correſpond- 
that is n. ence. | oo | | | 
o miniſter 1t1t is alſo requeſted, that, in the courſe: of any correſpondence with your 
t meansof We brethren, you will not fail to recommend as early an attention as poſſible to 

dx inquiry. 


al deſerip- 


* * 
x 2 
„ 

Im for ſta - 
——_ 


of which I 1 In regard to any queſtion, about the propriety of anſwering which a dif. 
have alrea- feulty ſhould ariſe, no reply is required. | 


and per. 

Met have (il A P P E N D I Ss D. 

| Third printed Circular Letter fo the fees a — the Royal Donation 
of L. 2000. 


SIR, | 

Hua at length the ſatisfaction to ate you, 'that the Second Vo- 
ve diſtrict, ume of the STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF SCOTLAND will be pu- 
e they im- Þliſhed on the 25th current; and that the Third, the Fourth, and the 

Fitch Volumes of that Work, (which will compriſe a conſiderable propor- 

thr parldh, by Loon of the kingdom), are in the preſs, and will be printed without delay. 
at 25 Lou may eaſily ſuppoſe, how deſirable it muſt be, on many accounts, to 
8 3 have an undertaking of a nature ſo laborious and important, brought to a 
| Concluſion. The public at large are anxious to have it completed, on ac- 
count of the many beneficial conſequences, which muſt neceffarily reſult 
LE hich 3 | ne it can be finiſhed, the greater will be the credit, which 
2 learned. will accrue to thoſe, by whoſe Zeal and exertions, this great Inquiry has 
f any other 1 been carried forward. And, when the Work is finiſhed, I have the plea- 
| {ure of adding, that it will then be in my power, to preſent to the very 
EX uſeful Society, lately conſtituted, for the benefit of the Sons of the Clergy, 
a ſum which will enable that Inſtitution to begin its laudable operations *. 
| —— Theſe 
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ones have | be I 
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AIR. ans 5 2 
: 2 *The Society's funds, on 15th June 1791, amounted to L. 2060 ; but 


n did not propoſe to diſtribute any part of its income until the capita! 
N. B. 9 teached 


xxxvii Appendix. 


—Theſe'are conſiderations, which muſt TER ſufficient weight with every 
Clergyman, who has either any regard for his own order, or any attachment 
for the country at large, to make every exertion in tranſmitting, with all 
convenient ſpeed, the information that is required. As yet, indeed, there 
has been no cauſe for complaint. Returns have already been ſent from 
about one half of the Pariſhes in Scotland; ; and, if the remainder were re- 
ceived, previous to the Meeting of the enſuing. General Aſſembly, the pu- 

blication of rhe, STATIST. ICAL, SURVEY OF SCOTLAND might be com- 
pleted in the courſe of the year 1792, or, at fartheſt, within three years 
from its commencement, in May 1990; and conſequently, with a degree 
of rapidity and ſucceſs, which none but the moſt ſanguine could have 
looked for. 


21711 


The 


: 1 „ eienr Feen menus d C2825 648 
reached L. 2000; which, it was ſuppoſed, the ſale. of the STATISTICAL - 
ACCOUNT OF SCOTLAND would complete. 

Regretting that any time ſhould beloſt,'in. commencing ſo uſeful a diſtribu- 
tion, I took the liberty of ſuggeſting a petition to the Crown for ſome pecu- 
niary aid, Tt was with ſome difficulty, that I prevailed upon the Society to 
make the application. At firſt they were reſolved to decline it, as appears from 
a letter I received from Dr Hardy, dated the gth May 1792, in which that re- 
ſpectable Clergyman ſtates: I have delayed anſwering your letter, inclofing 
« a draught of a petition for aid to the Sons of the Clergy, till I ſhonld have 

converſed with ſeveral of the members of the Society, who have taken 
an active part in its affairs. We all confider the Society as very much in- 
debted to you, both upon the ground of the ſtatiſtical inquiries, and of 
your readineſs on this occaſion, to exert yourſelf for ſome immediate pe- 
cuniary grant, to bring its capital into a ſituation which may authoriſe 
a commencement of diſtribution. All of the gentlemen with whom I 
« have converſed on this point, expreſs, however, a reluctance to take ſo 
« pointed a ſtep, as a petition for pecuniary aid in this caſe, as there is 
no ſpecific fund in view on which a probable claim might be laid, but 
only the privy purſe to which our petition could refer. We are afraid 
that a repulſe might expoſe the Society to ſome blamꝶ the view of 
the public, and our exiſtence depends on our being Wl eto preſerve 
« the full and unmixed approbation of the country,” "om | 

But upon my preſſing it again, it was at laſt agreed to, = fortunately 
ſucceeded; and now the Society 1s placed i in ſuch a ſituation, that i it cannot 
fail to prove materially ſerviceable to the ſons of a moſt valuable body of 
men, and I truſt that ere long its funds will enable it to extend its atten- 
tion to the Daughters of the Clergy alſo. 


Appendix. Fa XXXIx 


The information, which will be accumulated in this great Work; will, 


ith. every | 

tachment it is believed, be found infinitely ſuperior, to that contained in any other 
, with all publication, of a political or ſtatiſtical nature. Indeed, what elſe could be 
ed, there expected, from the united exertions of above a Trovsand Individnals of 
ent from 


WT intelligence and ability; Who, in a greater or leſſer degree, will contribute 
to its formation? I am induced, from that circumſtance, to ſuggeſt, that it 
might not be improper. for the Miniſters, the . Elders, and the principal 


t be com- uf Heads of Families, to join together, in purchaſing, for each Pariſh, a copy 
hree years Mp | of the different Volumes, as they come out. To any wind capable of re- 
1 (ma ceiving uſeful information, no literary performance can furniſh ſo much 
A de 


entertainment. Nor is there any, that will yield more important hints 
2 or the improvement of agriculture for the extenſion of commereial in- 
auſtry—for regulating the conduct of individuals, —or for promoting the 

WE proſperity” of the State. The peculiar form of this Work, alſo, admirably | 
= adapts it for parochial circulation; and were this idea carried into full ef- 
fe, there is every reaſon to believe, that it would materially contribute, 
to further the moſt eſſential intereſts of the community.—This is a point, 


EL 
ISTICAL. 


a diſtribu- 


me pecu- therefore, which may deſerve to be brought under conſideration, at any en- 

Society to ſuing meeting, of the Preſbytery, or the Synod, to which you belong. 

pears from I have now only to regret the repeated trouble you have received, in 

ch that oy” me courſe of this correſpondence ; but I truſt, that you will impute it to 

. OT ue real cauſe, — an ardent wiſh to promote, ſo far as I am able, the happi- 
ve 


ness of my native country; and, what is of much more conſequence, than 
5 4 the exertions of any ſingle individual, to furniſh a numerous and reſpectable 
body of my fellow. citizens, with an opportunity of proving, to the convic-, . 
3 3 tion of the world, their patriotiſm and abilities, I have the honour to be. 
ich great regard and eſteem, Sir, your very obedient humble ſervant, 
= | JOHN SINCLAIR. 
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Dec. 5. 1791. 
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laid, but | N. B. Packets of the, legal weight, (or under two ounces), may be 2 
are afraid e to Sir 8 FIND, Bart. M. P. - Edinburgh. ; 


he view of 1 OY ; ; 

o preſerre end ie the original ab or an age Parochial 7 þ 
| "* ount, may be it. as is moſt convenient and agreeable. 

"8 | It may be remarked, in general, that the great object of the "AIP: is, 

1 5 to know the preſent ſtate of the country, and to aſcertain what means are 

tune moſt likely to promote the real intereſts of its inhabitants, and, that 

eep reſearches, into ſubjects of antiquity,-are far from being conſidered as 


qually eſſential, though certainly not to be overlooked. 


fortunately 
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The names of the authors will not be inſerted, if that omiſſion is de- 
Aired; and no er e eee eee 
dividual. 1 
It may not be i improper for every Clergyman, who receives this letter, 
to acknowledge the receipt of it, ſuggeſting any hints, at the ſame time, 
that may occur to him reſpecting the Statiſtical Inquiry; and, particularly, 
as to the beſt mode of ſupplying any deficiency in the accounts, either by 
an application to any of the refiding Heritors, to ſome neighbouring Clergy. 
man, or to any other n Or _ toon an, poke Se 
to ſuch an undertaking. 

Any important facts or ebſereations tranſmitted by the Clergy, which 
may not be included in the Statiſtical Account of Scotland, as now pub- 
liſhed, (to prevent the Work ſwelling to too great a-ſize), are to be care- 
Fully written out in ſeveral interleaved copies of the work, to be depoſited 
in the principal public libraries both of England and Scotland, for the pur- 
poſe of preſervation, and as « foundation for county or provincial hif- 
tories, in which more minute information may be expected. M 

It might be the means of ſhortening ſuch accounts conſiderably, if the 
information, reſpect ing certain articles, were condenſed as much as poſſible, 
in the ſhape of a Table, according to the annexed ſpecimen. | 
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STATISTICAL 2. of the Parten et 


LENGTH i in Engliſh _ 
Breadrh, 

Population, 40 or 50 Jears 210. 
——— . n 179, - + 
Increaſe, (or decreaſe), 


| Average of Births, + for any No. | 


— of Deaths, of years 
— of Marri- preceding 
ages, a 1791, 
Inhabitants in towus, - 
— — in villages, . 
- In the country, - 
Number of Males, —- | -=» 
— — Females, 
perſous under 10 years of 
age, - 
under 20, 
- under 50, 
— under 70, 
— under 80, 
| under 90, 
— — under 100. 


1 


Number of — above 100, 


Families, - 
— — Houſes inhabited, 
Ditto uninhabited, 
- New houſes built within 
_ theſe 10 years, - 
- Old ditto pulled down, 


j———- Married perſons, - 


Children at an average, 
from each marriage, 
— — - Twins, &c. born in the 
pariſh. for the laſt 10 
years, _ 
Beckett or | anmneried 
men above co,  - 
— — Unmarried women above 
1 WE, 
— —. Widowe rs, 
— — Widows, - 
- Members of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church, | 
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Appendix uy Al 
mber of Roman Catholics, - | Wer of Male farm ſervants, 
. * —— Female dittoo . 
—— les born out of the | (Add any other occapa- | 
: - pariſh, - tion, by which a perſon 
— Females ditto, _ - gains a livelihood in 17 
--Perſons born abroad, pariſh.) | i 
— — in England, | ——— Poor, 
— in Ireland, Capital of their funds, 
E — in the 84 Annual income, | 
; lonies, | —===Youny" perfons taugt 
- Proprietors refidin 77 Engliſh, writing, 8 5 5 
— non- reſiding, EU 8 
Clergymen, — 3 | Greek, - * 5 | 
Merchants, - —— At the . 2 
— . Phyficians - - Ships, - 8 
— Surgeons, - —— Small veel, 
— Writers, or Attornies, — }ot, - . 
Schoolmaſters, - — Seamen, - — 4 — 
Farmers above L. 50 per | ————- Fiſhermen, - do 2 
annum, Perſons ſerving in by 
— 4 under L. 50, - Navy * the laſt | 
1 ers, . e . + 8 4: om 
Inn | - ——— Ditto in the Army, 1 3 
Smiths, Average of perſons, who have ſet-- E 
Maſons, - p tled in the pariſh, du- Br 
- Carpenters, - ring the laſt 5 or 10 © 
Weavers, * - 3 22 ears 
Shoe makers, Ditto e 11 4 
—-- Tailors, - * -- - ted from it, = — 
2 Butchers Number of acres, in Scotch or 1g Da 
P lim meaſure, {<= | 
——-jBakers,' | 1 — Wheel e e = 
| Gardener: l >] - Carts, - 24 7 
Male dam. ſic ſeman, __ Ploughs, ſe "3-0 
6 [RW ditto, 2. 7 N 
| 7 5 „ 
alued 1 in Stotch money, A en —— ů ů 
Real rent, anno Ih + „ Sterli BE 5 | 
anno 1791, Fin terling, + 3 „ ö 
Rents flat 3 the pariſh, - Ot $a Bt of FP } 3 
Value of articles exported, 8 2 7 N 1 1 
- ditto imported, * < 8 «. | 8 
dat; or- STOCK. 5. 1 
e x . 
Faber of 8 barks, - walued at each, Total, ; 
-- Saddle and carriage horſes, — — 
- Beſt cattle, 3 — — — 
—Anferior ditto, - — — — — 
Beſt ſheep, - 8 — 3 
Inferior ditto, ” RE Ln x e eee 
Goats, ſwine, &c. — — — — 
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Additiona! Notes and Letters, ſent from time to time, to the deficient 

| Clergy. | 
"P HERE was certainly reaſon to hope, after having made ſo conſiderable 
a progreſs, as that of receiving 528 returns, in the ſpace of about two 
years, that little difficulty would have been found, in collecting the re- 
maining accounts, amounting only to 413, in even a fhorter period of time. 
The contrary, however, turned out to be the caſe. It became neceſſary there- 
fore, to reiterate the applications from time to time, to preſent the ſubject 
to the deficient Clergy in every poſſible light, ſometimes ſerions, and ſome- 
times jocular ; and to preſs them, by every means that could be ſuggeſted, 
to tranſmit their reſpective reports. With that view, the following letters 
were ſucceſſively written to them. The firſt one was printed; the reſt, to 
ſatisfy them how much the number of deficient pariſhes was diminiſhed, 
were written in manuſcript ; and one, ſent with my own hand, to demon- 
ſtrate the particular anxiety I felt to receive a ſpeedy anſwer. If any one 
ſhould imagine, that the Statiſtical Account of Scotland, could have been 
more rapidly completed than it was, I truſt that he will exculpate the Au- 


thor of tint undertaking from any blame, after perufirfg the following ſe- 
rics of notes and letters. 


Series of Notes and Letters awritten to the Clergy of the Church of Scot- 


land, during a Period of Five Years, from the It Decemvcer 1792, 
to the I of December 1797. 


No I. Printed Circular Note, dated the 23th December I792. 


(4% JOHN SINCLAIR preſents his compliments. He hopes that his 
> + former communications, reſpecting the Statiſtical Account of Scot- 
land, have been received. It is earneſtly requeſted, that ſuch of the Cler- 
gy as have not yet trauſmitted their reſpective accounts, will loſe no time 
in ſending them, the Public at large being extremely anxious, to have this 
Work bronght to a concluſion, as quickly as poſſihle, as the advantages of 
hich it may be productive, cannot be thoroughly known or felt, until it 
is completed. Eight volumes, which will contain in all about 300 pariſhes, 
will be publiſhed in the courfe of January 1793, and the remainder of the 
Work, if the neceſſary materials come in, might be finiſhed toon after the 
meeting of the enſuing General Afembly, when it is hoped that not a 
ſiagle account will be wanting. | | 

The Clergy will hear, with ſatisfaction, that not only in England, but yn 
every part of the Continent, the highett eulogiums have been beſtowed, on 
the zeal, talents, and induſtry they have diſplayed, in carrying on this great 
undertaking, which, in the opinion of every unprejudiced perſon, will be of 
as much conſequence to other countries as even to Scotland. 


LoN Do, 
Dece nber 28. 1792. 


XII PI Appendix. 


N. B. Nothing could be more difagreeable to Sir John Sinclair, than ts 
be under the neceſſity of applying to any other perſon, than the Miniſter of 
the pariſh, for the Statiſtical Account of it ; particularly, as it might tend 
to leſſen the high reputation which the Clergy have already ſo deſervedly 
acquired by their Statiſtical exertions. He hopes, therefore, that your af. 
ſiſtance will not be wanting, a moment longer than is abſolutely neceſſary; 
and he ſhould be glad to be favoured with your account, directed to him at 
London, in packets not exceeding two ounces in weight, as ſpeedily as poſ- 
-fible. It is not in his power, during the fitting of Parliament, to attend to 
the printing of the different returns, but he wiſhes to have the ſatisfaction 
of reading them over before they are ſent to the preſs, and many reſpect- 
able literary characters in the church, (in particular thoſe, who have taken 
an active part in eſtabliſhing the Society for the Benefit of the Sons of the 
Clergy), have undertaken the trouble of reviſing the preſs at Edinburgh, 
during his abſence. 

He has the pleaſure of adding, that there is the proſpect of a fund being 
ſoon eftabliſhed, for the Daughters as well as the Sons of the Clergy ; and 
though the Clergy engaged in this important Work, without any intereſted 
motives, it cannot be an unpleafing circumſtance, that their labours are 
likely to meet with ſuch ſolid marks of public approbation, and will pro- 
bably be productive, not only of perſonal credit to each individual, bat of 
beneficial conſequences to the order in general. 

It need ſcarcely bè added, that the merit which they have already acqui- 
red by their Statiſtical exertions, muſt very materially contribute to the ſuc- 
ceſs of the application now in agitation, for the augmentation of the ſti- 
pends of the Clergy. It is indeed an unfortunate circumſtance, that the 
Statiſtical Account of Scotland was not completed previous to ſuch an ap- 
plication. However, the greater number of accounts that are received and 
printed before that queſtion comes on, the better chance there is for ſucceſs; 
undd it is to be hoped, that at leaſt ten volumes, convaining from fix to ſe- 
ven hundred pariſhes, will be publiſhed before the month of April, when 
that buſineſs will, in all probability, come under diſcuſſion, 


SIR JOHN SINCLAIR begs to hear from every Miniſter, who has not 
yet written him, when his account may be expected. He will have the 
honour of attending the enſuing General Aﬀembly, when he hopes ſome 
plan will be formed, tor having, in each parith, a copy of the Work. In 
the concluding volume, every neceflary correction which the Clergy wil! 
take the trouble of pointing out, ſhall be attended to, and any additional in. 
formation will be inſerted, that is judged in any reſpects of importance. 
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No II. The firſt General Circular l written iu M. S. to che deficient 
Clergy, July 1793. 


SIX, 


Have the pleaſure to inform you, that the eighth and ninth volumes of 

the Statiſfical Account, of Scotland, are juſt publiſhed; that the teꝑtl is 
in conſiderable forwardneſs, and that the en volumes, are ordered to 
be begun. 

The deficient We are now ſo much RY in number, that I can at 
laſt addreſs every Clergyman, who has not as yet favoured me with an ac- 
count of his parith, by a letter in M. S. inſtead. of a printed application. I 
am extremely anxious, on every account that can poſſibly have any influ- 
ence on the mind of an Author or of a Citizen, to have this great and la- 
horious undertaking over; and I am perfuaded, that you would not wiſh to 
be conſidered as diſinclined to contribute your aid to a Work, which is ſo 
ſtrongly recommended, by the incloſed znanimons vote, of the venerable 
General Aſſembly. II, however, you are prevented by ſickneſs, or other- 
wiſe, from ſending the account yourſelf, I will trouble you to point out any 
other channel for procuring it, as ſpeedily as poſſible, as it would be a diſ- 
grace to the Country, to have a Work, in which the national character js 
now ſo much concerned, too tedious in being brought to a concluſion, or 
to any reſpect defective. The eſtabliſhment of a Board of Agriculture, and 
Internal Improvement, (which would never have taken place had it not 
been for this inquiry), is à ſufficient proof, of the many important conſe- 
quences, of which it may be productive. Expecting the favour of an an- 
Wer in courſe, that I may take the neceſſary meaſures accordingly, in caſe 
an application to any other perſon ſhould be requiſite, I remain, with 
efteem, Sir, your humble and obedient ſervant, 


JOHN SINCLAIR. 


N. B. The anſwer to this letter, or any Statiſtical information, in packets 
under two ounces, from this date, till the iſt of Auguſt, may be addreſſed 
to me at Whitehall, London; and, from that time, to the iſt of September, 
(when at fartheſt all che neceſlary materials, IJ have no doubt, will be col- 
lected), may be tranſinitted to Edinburgh. The whole Work will be pub- 
liſhed about Chriſtmas next, which, though not quite ſo early as could 
have been wiſhed for, yet, on the whole, will do no diſcredit to the parties 
megreited in this important Publication. 


The 
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The following is a Copy of the Unanimous Vote of the 
General Any, in favour of the Statiſtical Account 
of Scotland. 


6 Edinburgh, 27th May 1793. 


HICH day, in the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 

upon a motion made and unenimouſly agreed to, the Moderator, 

from the chair, recommended to ſuch Miniſters as have not yet furniſhed 

« Sir John Sinclair, with Statiſtical Accounts of their reſpective pariſhes, to 

contribute, with all the expedition in their power, to var ape a Work 
« of ſuch — public utility. 


66 


No III. Circular Letter, dated the 4th bf October 1793. 


SIR, - 


IS Majeſty having been graciouſly pleaſed, to place me at the head of 
the Board of Agriculture, conſtituted for the purpoſe of promoting 
the internal improvement of the country, (a ſituation which, I find, will be 
attended with great labour and fatigue), I am therefore extremely defi. 
rous, of bringing the Statiſtical Account of Scotland, as quickly as poſſible, 
to a concluſion ; and I flatter myſelf, that it can eaſily be now completed 
before Chriſtmas. Your exertions for that purpoſe, I am perſuaded, will 
not be wanting ; and I will trouble you-to inform me, in courſe of poſt, 
when your return may be expected, as, without ſuch information, the 
printing of the remaining volumes cannot well be arranged. I remain, 
with much eſteem, Sir, your very obedient humble ſervant, 


JOHN SINCLAIR, 


EDINBURGH, 1 
Oct. 4. 1793. 


No IV. Circular Note, dated the 3d of November 1793. 


8¹¹ JOHN SINCLAIR preſents his compliments, with the incloſed at- 
rangement of the Agricultural Surveys, now going forward, which arc 
to be completed againſt Chriſtmas next, although they extend all over the 
kingdom, He is perfectly aſtoniſhed at not having heard from you before 
this time ; and he ſhould conſider it diſgraceful to the Church of Scotland, 
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and every individual connected with it, if che Agricultural Survey, be- 
gun in September 1793, was completed before the Statiſtical, which com- 
menced in May 1790. | 

At any rate, he depends on hearing from you in courſe ; and he hopes 
that your letter, will either be accompanied with your account, or that you 
will have the goodneſs to point out the proper perſon to apply to for infor- 
mation, as no time can now be loſt. If the pariſh does not furniſh great 
materials, any general information, as to the ſtate cf the population, agri- 
culture, church, ſtipend, poor, ſchool, boats, fiſhermen, &c. will be ſuffi. 
cient, and your name will be prefixed or not, as may be moſt agreeable. 


EDINBURGH, [ 
3d Nov. 1793. 


No V. Circular Letter, written * SIR * SINCLAIR, 25th Au- 
gult 1794. 


8 1R, 


J Ha vx at laſt the pleaſure of finding, that the remaining deficient pariſhes 
are ſo few in number, that I can now addreſs the Clergy, without ma- 


ing uſe of a borrowed hand. The laſt volumes are in the preſs, and I am 


in great hopes that it will be in my power to take the charge of them my- 
ſelf. TI beg, therefore, that you would loſe no time in ſending me the Ac- 
-ount of your pariſh, as M. S. is much wanted to keep the preſs a-going. I 
cannot think of leaving Scotland, without having this great undertaking, if 
poſſible, completed; and indeed I told the King, who takey a warm intereſt 
ia a Work, which would do credit to the reign of any Sovereign, that I flat. 
tered myſelf, I ſhould be able to preſent the laſt volume to his Majeſty 
when I returned to England. I remain, with great regard, your very 
faithful, humble ſervant, \ 


JOHN SINCLAIR, 


EDINBURGH, : | 
25th Aug. 1794. 


N. B. If the account is not quite ready, I muſt trouble you to inform 
me, in courſe, when it may be expected, that I may arrange the accounts in 


the different volumes accordingly. 
No VI. 


xvii — 


No VI. Circular Note, iſ November * 94 


Su JOHN SINCLAIR preſents his beſt at , He ſets out in 2 

few days for London; but hopes, before he goes, to have the pleaſure 
of receiving the few Statiſtical Accounts which are ſtill deficient. The re- 
maining volumes, which complete the Work, are to be left under the 
charge of Sir Henry Moncrieff, Dr Hardie, and Mr Walker of the Canon- 
gate; and Sir John Sinclair will ſend the account of your pariſh, to be 
edited by any of thoſe gentlemen you may prefer. It is very ſatisfactory te 
think, that ſo great an undertaking is at laſt brought ſo near its conclu- 
ſion. 


EDINBURGH, 8 
iſt Nov. 1794. 


N. B. Large parties of the Rothiay and Caithneſs Fencibles are to be 


quartered upon all the Clergy, who will not have ſent their Statiſtical Ac- 
vounts, on or before the term of Martinmas next; ſo that the Miniſter: 
have it in their choice, either to write to the Colonel, or to treat his ſel- 
ders, | 


No VII. Circular Note, 12th January 1795. 


IR JOHN SINCLAIR preſents his compliments, He expected, before 

this time, to have had the pleaſure of receiving the Statiſtical Account 

ef your pariſh. He begs it may be ſent as quickly as poflible, as any delay 

will be attended with great inconvenience, interrupting the whole progreſs 

of the Work. He wiſhes to have the report tranſmitted to himſelf in the 

firſt place, as he always chooſes to peruſe 2 Statiſtical Accounts previous 
29 their publication. 


WaHrHITERALL, 2 
:2th Jan. 1795. 


No VIII. Circular Nete, dated 3d Arril 1795. 


8 JOHN SINCLAIR's beſt compliments. He ſets out to. morrow for 
Scotland, to attend the inſpection of his Second Battalion of Fencibles; 
Im is obliged to return before the end of April. IIe is particularly anx!- 
3 ou? 
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ous, when he returns to London, to be able to inform the King, that a 
Work, of which his Majeſty has exprefled ſuch particular approbation, has 
been completed. He therefore hopes, that it is now in your power to ſend 
the Statiſtical Account of your pariſh, addreſſed to him at Edinburgh. So 
few remain unprinted, that if all the deficient Accounts are tranſmitted in 


* * courſe, or within a week from your receiving this, the whole Work may be 
EN completed before the 25th of May 1795, or within five years from. the dom. 
> this mencement of the inquiry. Sir John depends upon every poflible exertion 
15855. on the part of his friends in the Church, to prevent another year from eom- 
te be mencing, previous to the concluſion of the Work. 
Iy te WIITERHALL, 1 
nclu- 3d April 1795. 
No IX. Circular Note, dated 3d Auguſt 1795, 

GK JOHN SINCLAIR being anxious to complete the Statiſtical Hiſtory 
0 be of Scotland, begs the favour of Mr to ſend him the 
al Ae Account of the pariſh of as ſoon as poſlible. 
milters Only a few pariſhes are now wanting, to accomplith that great national 
is ſel. Work ; and the laſt volumes are going to the preſs immediately, ſo that 

any delay would be attended with very great inconvenience. 

He will trouble Mr | to write him in courſe, 
when the Account may be expected, that meaſures may be taken accord- 
ingly. The weight of packets being now reduced to one ounce, he re- 
queſts that circumſtance may be attended to, in ſending the Account, by 

before putting it in ſeparate parcels. 
Account He has the pleaſure of adding, that there are not above a dozen or two 
y delay of pariſhes, to which it will be neceflary to ſend Statiſtical Miſſionaries, 
progrels the Clergy, in every other quarter, undertaking to draw up the Accounts 
If in the themſelves, without ſuch aſſiſtance. 
previous 

EpINRUR GH, 

3d Aug. 1769. F 

No X. Circular Letter, dated the 3d of September 1795. 

S IR, 

1 Have returned from the camp, at Aberdeen, to complete the Statiſtical 
Drrow fo; Account of Scotland. It will be impoſſible for me, conſiſtently either 
encibles, with my own character, or the credit of Scotlaud in general, and of its 
urly anx!- Vor. XX, 7 


Clergy 


ou? 


Clergy in particular, to return to England, leaving that Work in an nnf- 
niſhed ſtate ; and as the preſs is actually ſtopped for want of copy, I beg 


that you would have the goodneſs to ſend me, in courſe, the Statiſtical Ac- 1 
count of your pariſh, which, I am perſuaded, muſt be ready before this 9 
time. I remain, with eſteem, Sir, your faithful and obedient ſervant, ar 
JOHN SINCLAIR. 1 

; EDINBURGH, 4 
ö 3d Sep. 1795. w 
| pe 
N. B. I will trouble you to acknowledge the receipt of this letter, in 3 

courſe, even if it were not in your power to ſend the Account for a fort- St 
night or three weeks to come. It is fo eſſential to have the Work done x: = 
p without any further delay, that I ſhall be under the diſagreeable neceſſity, Y 5 
i of ſending a Statiſtical Miſſionary, to every pariſh, from which'I cannot pro- WY 
cure a return in the courſe of this month. : en 
No XI. Circular Letter, ſent in January 1796. 5 | 

1 | | 75 | 
4 | SI R; 5 : 
8 OwEvxx much occupied with other buſineſs, yet my anxiety conti 3 mM 
9 nues unabated, for having the Statiſtical Account of Scotland com- ES . 
g pleted, without delay; and I hope that the Account of your pariſh, is in Z | 
% ſuch a ſtate of forwardneſs, that you can tranſmit it to me, in the courſe, 5 : 
] either of this, or the enſuing month of February. It is of real importance : ; ay 
N to have this Work brought to a concluſion, as it hampers all my other un- 85 | 
| dertakings. I remain, with eſteem, Sir, your faithful and obedient ſer- b7 the 
| vant, = add 
| JOHN SINCLAIR WE * uv 
ö WHITENALL, | = 
| January 1796. 15 * þ 
ö LE for 
3 plin 
N No XII. Circular Letter to the deficient Clergy, 230 January 1796. ' boy 
j hay 
| S IX. 1 
| Pf the commencement of a new year, it is natural for a perſon, anxious it ye 
to fulfil the duties of the ſtation in which he is placed, to revolve in give 


his mind, the miſtakes, the errors, and the omiſſions of the former. 
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Under the head of omiſſion, I am ſorry to be under the neceſſity of rank- 
ing, my not having hitherto received the Statiſtical Account of your pa- 


riſh; which, on many accounts, I have been impatiently expecting for ſome 


time. I have the pleaſure of adding, however, that the deficient Accounts 
are now ſo much reduced in number, (amounting only to about 20), that 
I look for the greater part, and indeed, I truft, the whole of theſe, in the 
courle of this or the enſuing month, which will enable me to have, not only 
the Accounts themſelves, but alſo the general reſult and analyſis of the 
whole, printed before the meeting of the enſuing General Aﬀembly. I am 
perſuaded, that you will fee the neceſſity I am under, of urging you again 
upon this ſubject, as it would be in the higheſt degree diſgraceful, to ſuffer 
another year to commence, without having this Work completed, (which 
would be the cafe were it unfiniſhed in May next), or to leave even a ſingle 
blank in fo great an undertaking, which I confider to be au eternal monu- 
ment of the talents, public-ſpirit, and induſtry of my countrymen, during 
the preſent era. I remain, with eſteem, Sir, your very faithful and obedi 
ent fervant, | 
| JOHN SINCLAIR, 
WalrkHaLx, 2 | 
23d Jan. 1796 


No XIII. Circular Letter to the deficient Clergy, to whoſe Pariches Stu. 
tiſtical Miſſionaries had been ſent, 25th January 1796. 


SER, 


Na letter I have lately received from J. P. Andrews, Eſq; who propoſes 
to continue Doctor Henry's Hiſtory, applying for ſome information as to 
the ſtate of Scotland, at the period reſpecting which he is now writing ; he 
adds, on the ſubject of the Statiftical Account of Scotland, * A book 
* which I have peruied with equal pleaſure and aftazifhment, I may almoſt 
** fay, envy, ſince the ſouthern part of the iſland ought to bluſh, ar never 
© having produced a ſimilar Work. IT am perſuaded, that it is impoſſible 
tor you, not to wiſh to have ſome ſhare, in ſo handſome, and fo juſt a com- 
pliment, to the Clergy of North Britain, and to partake in an undertaking, 
which muſt be an eternal monument of the induitry, talents, and public- 


. ſpirit, of your countrymen, during the prefent era; and therefore, though I 


have already obtained materials for drawing up the Statiſtical Account 
of your parith, yet if you will undertake to tranſmit to me an Account of 
it yourſelf, in the courſe of the month of February next, I certainly will 
give it the preference. It is impoſſible for me to give a ſtrooger teſtimony 
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of my reſpect for the Church of Scotland, and of every individual connee. 
ted with it. I remain, with eſteem, Sir, your faithful and obedient ſer- 
vant, 
JOHN SINCLAIR. 
WurTgRALL, | 
25th Jan. 1796. HO IE 


No XIV. Circular Letter, dated 1ft December 1996. | 


SIR, 

A CrRcoMSTANCE has juſt occurred, which muſt give a conſiderable 

degree of uneaſineſs, to every perſon intereſted in the proſperity of that 
excellent inſtitution, the Society for the Benefit of the Sons of the Clergy. 
Tt is this : A plan, I underſtand, is in contemplation, for publiſhing an Ab- 
ſtract of the Statiſtical Accounts, with a view of intercepting a conſiderable 
ſhare of the emolument to be expected from that publication. In ordes to 
defeat ſo invidious a project, I propoſe to draw up the reſult of the whole 
Inquiry myſelf, in a ſeparate Work, to accompany the laſt volume of the 
Statiſtical Publication; but, for that purpoſe, it is abſolutely neceſſary, that 
T ſhould immediately have all the deficient pariſhes in my poſſeſſion; of 
which, I have the pleaſure to inform you, there are only 14 now remain- 
ing, each of which I am in daily expectation of receiving. You will, I am 
perſuaded, ſee the neceſſity of ſending me the Account of your pariſh in 
courſe ; for until it arrives, no progreſs can be made in drawing up the in- 


tended Abſtract. I hope that this meaſure will defeat the malicious inten- 


tion of thoſe people, and will be the means of ſecuring a conſiderable ſun, 
for a very Benevolent Inſtitution, whoſe ſucceſs we muſt all feel a pleaſure 
in promoting. 

Expecting to hear from you in courſe, for not an inſtant ſhould now be 
loſt, I remain, with eſteem, your faithful and obedient ſervant, 

JOHN SINCLAIR. 
EDINBURGH, 
iſt Dec. 1796. 


The following Note to the above Letter, was ſent to ſome of the Clergy i 
whoſe Accounts had un fortunately fallen by. 


N. B. I am ſorry to give you the trouble of drawing up another copy of 


your Account ; but after the moſt diligent ſearch, I have not been able to 


knd.the one you were ſo obliging as to ſend me. From my changing ſo of 
ten 
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ten my place of refidence, and the numerous hands T have been obliged to 
employ, ſome incidents of that ſort were unavoidable. | 


No XV. Circular Letter, ſent in April 1995. 


SIR, 


] An very much diſappointed, at not having hitherto received the Statiſti- 

cal Account of your pariſh. There are very few now deficient, and 
you cannot imagine the bad effect which the want of thoſe muſt have, in 
the opinion of many who are perpetually inquiring, whether the Statiſtical 
Account of Scotland is, or is not, completed? It is unneceſſary for me, I 
am perſnaded, to urge you more upon the ſubject. You may eaſily judge 
of my impatience and anxiety about it, when I can think about any literary 
matter at ſo buſy a time in Parliament as * I remain, with eſteem, 
your faithful and obedient ſervant, 


LonDoON, 2 TouN SINCLAIR. 
April 1797. 


N. B. I received a Statiſtical Account the other day, which coft nine 
ſhillings, in conſequence of the Miniſter forgetting that the privilege of 
Parliament does not extend beyond one ounce. I thought it right to men- 
tion this circumſtance, as you will probably be in a hurry in ſending of 
your Account, after the receipt of this letter; for I am perſuaded, you 
would not wiſh to be recorded as the very laft, who contributed to ſo uſe- 
ful an undertaking. 


No XVI. Note, written with Red Ink, to the Clergymen who had not 
given in their Statiſtical Accounts, 11th July 1797. 


g* JOHN SINCLAIR preſents his compliments to 
He ſets out for Scotland next week, and will be much diſappointed in- 
deed, if he has not the pleaſure of finding the Statiſtical Account of 
ready for him ; as, on his arrival, he muſt bring 
the Work to an immediate concluſion. There are now only fix deficient 
pariſhes; and from the Draconian colour of his ink, any Statiſtical delin- 
quent may ſee, wha? the rear rank has to look for, Sat ſapienti. 


WulTEHALL, 5 
31th July 1797. 


No XVII. 


liv Appendix. 


fs addition to theſe : general Circular Letters, the follows ng were eſe aa, 
at different times, to ſeveral of the Clergy. 8 


No XVII. Letter written to ſome of the moſt active Members i in the 
different Preſbyteries, 21ſt Auguſt 17 90. 


SIR, 


Horx that you have received a circular letter, I had the Ls of wri- 

ting to tlie Clergy of the Church of Scotland, ineloſing ſome Statiſti- 
cal Queries. I need not attempt to explain to you the importance of ſuch 
inveſtigations, and the many public advantages which may be derived from 
them. But as they may ſtand ſome chance of being neglected, unleſs ſome 
of the active members in the different Preſbyteries, take a charge of them, 
correſpond with their brethren upon the ſubject, and recommend them, at. 
the different meetings of the Church, to their attention, I take the liberty 
of requeſting that favour at your hands, which will greatly oblige, Sir, 
your very obedient, humble ſervant, | 

JOHN SINCLAIR. 


EDINBURGH, [ 
21ſt Aug. 1790. 


N. B. I beg to add, that however defirable it might be, to receive an- 
ſwers to every query, yet, it cannot be expected, that the Clergy ſhould uni- 
verſally take that trouble; though the more information that is ſent, the 
better, and the more acceptable. 


No XVIII. Circular Letter to the Clergy, who had not acknow- 
ledged the Receipt of any preceding Communication, 2d Apri. 
1793. 

IX. 


| 1 Ne joinite pleaſure in acquainting you, that the Statiſtical return: 


from the Clergy are now coming in fo rapidly, that I have every reaſon 
to hope, there will be hardly a deficient pariſh againſt the meeting ot 
the enſuing General Aſſembly. I need ſcarcely remark, that the ſooner ſuch 
a Work can be brought to a concluſion, the more creditable for all con- 
cerned, and the better for the country ; for, till it is completed, thoſe plans 
for the improvement of Scotland, which will be the xeiult of this inquiry, 
cannot be ſet on foot. I hope therefore, that you will make every exertion 
in your power, to ſend me the return from your parith, either before, or 
during, the fitting of the Aſſembly; and that if from indiſpoſition or other- 
wile, you are prevented from executing this Work yourſelf, that you will 
| be 
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be ſo obliging, as to requeſt ſome Clergyman in the neighbourhood, or 
any perſon in your pariſh who can undertake ſuch a Work, to execute it 
againſt that time. I truſt, that no man could engage in any labour, that 
could yield him more ſatisfaction, or could prove more uſeful, either to the 
community in which he lives, or to ſociety in general. It is a pleaſing cir. 
eumſtance to me, to have been the means of reſcuing ſo many important 
facts, and uſeful obſervations, from the oblivion which might otherwiſe 
have been their lot. I have the honour to be, with great regard, Sir, your 
very obedient, humble ſervant, 
06 JOHN SINCLAIR. 
WHITEHALL, £ | | 
2d April 1793: 


N. B. There are now only about 360 deficient pariſhes ; and as I receive 
them at the rate of abont 20 weekly, and expect about a hundred from the 
members who attend the Aſſembly, I flatter myſelf, that there will be hard- 


ly a deficient pariſh 'on the 25th May 1793, or within three years from the 
commencement of the inquiry. 


No XIX. Note tranſmitted to a Number of the ele Clergy, from 
Inverness, i in May 1793. 


e the laſt. 


da JOHN SINCLAIR's beſt compliments. He is thus far in his way 

north, to complete his corps of Fencibles; but he ſtill hopes, that it 
will be in his power to attend the concluſion of the General Aſſembly, 
though, unfortunately, it meets uncommonly early this year. 

As the Statiſtical Inquiry commenced during the Aſſembly 1790, and is 
now ſo much advanced, he is purſuaded, that every member of the Church 
of Scotland will make every poſſible exertion, rather than ſuffer another 
Aſſembly to paſs over, with a liſt of deficients, however ſmall. He hopes 
therefore, that you will have the goodneſs, either to bring with you the Sta- 
tiſtical Account to the Aſſembly, or will ſend 1t by ſome friend, or will 
tranſmit it in packets, addreſſed to Sir John Sinclair, at Edinburgh.—-Dr 
Hardy will take particular care of any Accounts that may be delivered to 
him, till Sir John returns to Edinburgh. 


INVERNESS, 
d May 1793. \ 
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No XX. Copy of a Letter ſent from London, by Sir Henry Welwood 


Moncrieff, and by Dr Hardy, to the deficient Clergy, urging them 
to ſend their Accounts, 6th April 1793. | 


\ 


Reverend Sir, | 


IR JOHN SINCLAIR has requeſted me, to urge you to ſend him the 
Statiſtical Account of your pariſh, as ſoon as poſſible. It is of real im- 
portance, that he ſhould be able to complete the volumes in the courſe of 
this year, which can only be prevented, by his not receiving the Accounts 
he ſtill wants, from you and a few others among our brethren. Allow me 
to ſolicit your attention to the ſubject, and to requeſt, that, at all events, 
you will endeavour to have the Account of your pariſh tranſmitted to Sir 
John, by the time of the enſuing General Aſſembly. I have the pleaſure 
of adding, that the Work is in high reputation here, and does much credit 
to all the parties concerned in it. I am, reverend Sir, your faithful and 
obedient ſervant. 


LoNDON, 1 
6th April 1793. 


N. B. Pleaſe communicate the ſubſtance of this letter to any of thc 
Clergy in your neighbourhood, who have not as yet tranſmitted their Stz- 
tiſtical returns, 


N. B. Fifty-ſeven copies of theſe letters were ſent, partly ſubſcribed by 
Sir Henry Welwood Moncrief, and partly by Dr Hardie, who were then 
in London on ſome eccleſiaſtical buſineſs, 


No XXI. Copy of the Letter written by Dr Kemp, to 19 of the deti- 
_ cient Clergy, in the Highlands of Scotland, 25th November 1793. 


Dear Sir, 
1 Am ſorry to find, among a liſt of deficients of the Statiſtical Accounts of 
pariſhes, your name mentioned, in a lift ſent to me by Sir John Sin- 


_ clair, He is moſt anxious, to have that intereſting and important Work, 


brought to a concluſion as ſoon as poſſible, and hopes it may be accompliſh- 
ed about Chriſtmas next, when he alſo expects the Agricultural Survey 
of the whole kingdom may be completed. This Survey commenced only 
in September laſt ; the Statiſtical in May 1790; it will have ſingular aſpect 
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to the public, that the former ſhonld be accompliſhed before the latter; and 
I ſhould be extremely ſorry to ſee your name mentioned among thoſe to 
whom the delay is aſcribed. Let me requeſt of you, : and I take che liverty 
to do it with much earneſtneſs, that you will be fo. good as fend up the Ac- 
count of your pariſh, with as much expedition as poſſible, addreſſed to Sir 
John Sinclair of Ulbſter, Baronet, M. P. Edinburgh. In doing fo, yon will 
confer a favour upon the public, conſult your own reputation, and, if I 
may be permitted to add, after ſuch weighty conſiderations, very much 
oblige, Dear Sir, your alectionnte bumble fervant, 
JOHN KEMP. 
Ebixzuxen, | 
Nov. 21. 1793. 5 


No XXII. Printed Note, circulated by the Duke of Argyll, the Ear! 
of Fife, the Reverend Principal Robertton, &c. amongſt the Clergy, 
urging them to tranſmit their Statiſtical Accounts. 

K Fig: DUKE OF ARGYLL preſents his compliments to 

Hopes that the letter and the queries, addreſſed to the Clergy of the 
Church of Scotland, by Sir John Sinclair, bave been received. As ſuch 
Statiſtical Inquiries are of great public importance, and may prove, in vari- 
ous reſpects, af eſſential fervice to the country, it is requeſted that every 
poſſible attention may be paid to them. It is not neceflary that all the que- 
ries ſhould be anſwered ; only ſuch as are the moſt material, and on the 
points with which you are the beſt acquainted, At the fame time, the 
more information that can be given regarding the population, and the poli- 
tical circumſtances of the country, the more defirable. The queſtions re- 
garding the natural hiſtory, and the antiquities of the pariſſi, are not ſo eſ- 
ſential, and are only intended for ſuch of the Clergy as may have dedicated 
their attention to ſuch inquiries. It is alfo requeſted, that you would re- 
commend this inveſtigation, when any opportunity offers, te the Clergy in 
rour neighbourhood, and to your friends is the Church. 


N. B. Several of thefe notes were tranſmitted by the Duke of Argyll, 


the Earl of Fife, the Reverend Principal Robertſon, &c. to the Clergy of 
their acquaintance. 


Vo. X. BY | No XXII. 
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No XXIII. Circular Letter to the Principal and Profeſſors of the Uni- 
verſities of Edinburgh, St pag on and Aberdeen, dated zd No- 
vember . 94. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I Have the honour of ſending herewith, a copy of the very intelligent 

and ſatisfactory Statiſtical Account, tranſmitted to me, of the Univer- 
ſity of Glaſgow; and it is my earneſt wiſh, to be able to print, by way of 
Appendix to the laſt volume of the Statiſtical Account of Scotland, ſimilar 
Accounts of all our Scotch Univerſities. It muſt be attended with many 
good conſequences, and will throw great light upon the important ſubject 
of education in general, to have, not only ſhort hiſtories of theſe Univerſi- 
ties, and a view of their method of proceeding, in carrying on the educa- 
tion of youth ; but alſo obſervations on the rules and practices, which have 
been found, by experience, moſt beneficial for that efſential purpoſe. I am 
perſuaded, that I may ſafely rely upon your exertions, for procuring me 
ſuch an Account of a ſeminary, reſpecting which, from the celebrity it has 
obtained, the public will naturally be anxious to have authentic informa- 


tion. The only particular, in addition to thoſe mentioned in the Glaſgow - 


Account, which I ſhould be glad to have, is a ſtate of the number of ſtu- 
dents who have attended the Univerſity fince the commencement of the 
preſent century; diftinguiſhing, 1ſt, Each year; 2d, The country whence 
they came, as Scotland, England, Ireland, America, or foreign countries ; 
and, 3d, The number who have attended the different claſſes reſpectively. 


This is to be added to the Glaſgow Account. I have the honour to be, 


with great regard and eſteem, Gentlemen, your very obedient, and faithful 
humble ſervant, 

| JouN SINCLAIR 
EDINBURGH, 
Nov. 3. 1794. : 


N. B. It would be extremely deſirable, to be favoured with your Ac.- 
count as ſoon as it can be drawn up, as the laſt volumes of the Statiftica] 
Account of Scotland are already in the preſs. | | 


BESIDES theſe, and the preceding printed letters, many other applica- 
tions were occaſionally made to the Clergy, particnlarly when they attend- 
gf the Genera! Aſſenibly, which is annually held in the month of May, and 
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to which repreſentatives are ſent from all parts of Scotland ; nor were any 
means left untried, that were likely to bring it to a ſpeedy concluſion, as 
ſoon as the poſſibility of completing the Work was aſcertained. It is pro- 
per, at the ſame time, to obſerve, that many of the Clergy, who were thus 
ſo dilatory, were not indiſpoſed to the cauſe, or unwilling to oblige me, 
and far leſs, incapable of drawing up Accounts of their reſpective pariſhes; 
but they put it off from year to year, in expectation of additional informa- 
tion, or thinking they would ſtill be in time enough for the laſt volume, 
little conſidering, that the delays of only 50, out of about goo individuals, 


actually put off the accompliſhment of this Work, for the ſpace of above 


three years. 


APPENDIX, F. 


Extract of various Letters, approving of the STATISTICAL ACCOUNT 
OF SCOTLAND, and urging a- Perſeverance in that Undertaking.” 


S it was my intention, in writing the Hiſtory of the Origin and Progreſs 

of the Statiſtical Account of Scotland, and the Appendix annexed 
thereto, to lay before the reader, the various circumſtances which tended to 
bring that important Work to a concluſion, I am thence induced, to add 
the following Extracts of Letters from ſeveral reſpectable quarters, whoſe 
approbation, undoubtedly, materially contributed to induce me to perſevere 
in the attempt, when otherwiſe my zeal might have flagged, from the de- 
lays and difficulties which it was neceffary to encounter. It is to be conſi- 
dered, that this great undertaking, was carried on by a ſingle individual, at 
his own riſk and expence, and that nothing could have ſupported him, in 
going through ſo great a labour, but the fulleſt conviction of the great im- 
portance of the meaſure, and the circumſtance, of its having met with the 
approbation of many reſpectable individuals, both at home and abroad. 
Some of the letters I received on the ſubject, particularly from the pre- 
ſent Emperor of Ruſſia, from Count Bernſtorff, Prime Miniſter at the Court 
of Denmark, and others, having been accidentally left in London, cannot 
be inſerted in this place; but the reader will eaſily perceive, that the Au- 


thor muſt have been a good deal animated in his purſuit, by thoſe which 
follow. | 
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In printing the following ſeries, it was on the whole thought preferable, 
to preſerve their order, in point of time, rather than any other mode of ar- 
rangement. 


No I. Extract of a Letter from the Reverend Dr Robert Henry, the 
Hiſtorian, dated the 19th July 1790. 


Hap the honour to receive your printed letter, with'the incloſed paper, 
a few days ago. A perfect knowledge of the population, and other cir- 
cumſtances of our country, may be of great utility: Greater perhaps than 
can be at preſent foreſeen. You are much to be commended, Sir, for your 
efforts to obtain that knowledge, and ſhould be aſſiſted by every Scotch. 
man, who hath it in his power. I am ſorry, that my retired fituation, and 
very precarious ſtate of health, make it impoſlible for me to be of ſo much 
uſe to you as I wiſh. — Beſides, I am engaged in finiſhing the ſixth volume 
of my Hiſtory of Great Britain, a work of which you may, perhaps, have 
heard, 


No II. Extract of a Letter from George Dempfter, Eiq; dated 14th 
February 1791. 


[HE reaſon of my troubling you at preſent, is, to return you my thanks 

for the ſpecimen of the Statiſtical obſervations. This is a moſt valu- 
able and uſeful work. It is a real Dooms-day Book, and promiſes to be 
more read and quoted than any book printed ſince Dooms-day Book. The 
older it grows, the more valuable it will prove. The object of this letter 
is, to entreat you to go on with it. Your induſtry is fully adequate to the 
taſk. It will alſo place the intelligence and good ſenſe of our Clergy, in 
a very advantageous point of view, When the general approbation of the 
public follows this of mine, which it certainly will do, I pray you to ex- 
tend your views to England and Ireland, and give us all the three king- 
doms, The ſale will defray the expence, and found an academy at 
Thurſo, 


No III. Exrract of a Letter from Sir David Dalrymple, (Lord Hailes), 
on receiving the ſpecimen of the four firſt Pariſhes of the nn 
Account, dated 18th February 1791. 


J an much obliged to you for your preſent. Vour State of Scotland pro- 
miſes to be a very valuable Work, under the hands of ſo ardent an in- 


quirer as you are. There is much to be learnt, even from the ſpecimen. 
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No IV. Extract of a Letter from the Reverend Dr Blair, dated 1 5th 
April 1791. | 


] Av very happy at there being ſuch a general conſent through the coun- 

try, in ſeconding your patriotic views, of obtaining a ſatisfactoty Statif.. 
tical Account of Scotland. The Clergy ſeem to have exerted themſelves 
more on this occaſion than Thad expected from them. 


No V. Extract oft a Letter from e Demptter Eſq; dated 37ſt 
* 179114. 


1 Disran, with you, or getting the Miniſtry, to 0 either pains or 

money on your Statiſtical Account; for which reaſon, I think it wiſe to 
forbear to apply to any of them; and I hope you will perſevere indefatiga- 
bly, till you perfect a Work yourſelf, by which your name will be as cer- 
tainly handed down to poſterity, as Witham the Conqueror, and with much 
more credit. I envy you the idea of this Work, and ſtill more its execu- 
tion, and the uſe to which you deſtine the produce and en of it. All is 
well conceived. | 


No VI. Extract of a Letter from Andrew Stuart, Eſq: dated Sth Au- 
guſt 1791. 


[ Tuanx you for the copies you ſent me, of the papers now circulat. 

ing among the Clergy of the Church of Scotland, for the purpate of ob- 
taining juft information, on matters connected with the political circum- 
ſtances of che country. By the queries ſent, their attention muſt neceſſarily 
be led to the proper objects of attention, and the anſwers of the Clergy will, 
moſt probably, afford a valuable collection of uſeful materials to work 
upon. 


No VII. Erxtradt of a Letter from the Marquis del Campo, Ambaſſa- 
dor from thie King of Spain, dated 22d May 1792. 


Have read, with great pleaſure indeed, the ProſpeQus you have been ſo 
good as to ſend me, and I admire the manner in which the general in- 


quiry, regarding the political ſtate, population, induſtry, &c. oi 2 kingdom 


3 treated, I ſhall certainly make the propereſt ute yy my power of the other 
hooks. 
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books, for M. Campomanes, and other perſons in Spain of the ſame deſerip- 
tion, and ſhall direct one for Count d' Aranda, recommending your wiſhes 


to him very earneſtly. 


No VIII. Extract Tranſlation of a Letter from the Count de Stadien, 
the Imperial Miniſter at the Britiſh Court, dated 25th May 1992. 


Bre to return my beſt acknowledgments for the Proſpectus which you 

have had the goodneſs to ſend me. Works of ſuch general concern can- 
not fail to be favourably received, by thoſe who are attached to the uſeful 
ſciences. I ſhall not neglect to communicate them to ſeveral perſons in 
Germany, who have applied themſelves to thoſe ſtudies, and who, I am 
perſuaded, will be much flattered in an opportunity of oy you. 


No IX. Extract of a Letter from Mr Speaker Addington, dated «th 
June bo 


I THANK you for the Proſpectus you have ſent me. The exertions of the 

Clergy of Scotland, in collecting and furniſhing materials for ſuch a 
Work, are higbly to their credit, and muſt be the beſt encouragement to 
yourſelf, to perſevere in your important and public ſpirited undertaking, to 
which I wiſh all poſſible ſucceſs. 


No X. Extract Tranſlation of a Letter from the Comte de Redern, 
the Pruſſian Miniſter at the Court of London, dated 14th 8 


1792. 
HE intereſting details contained in that Work, (the Statiſtical Account 
of Scotland), cannot fail to make the public impatient for the conclu- 


ſion of ſo great an undertaking. The plan embraces all thoſe important 


objects, on which depends the proſperity of political ſociety, and the re- 
ſearches founded thereon, ſeem to be equally extenſive and laborious. 


No XI. Extract of a Letter from the Le Chevalier de Pinto, Miniſte: 
to the Queen of Portugal, dated Liſbon, 3d July 1792. | 


I Owe you many thanks for ſo valuable a mark of your remembrance, and 
more eſpecially for your ſpecimen of the Statiſtical Account of Scot- 
iand, I ſhall not fail to preſent the ſame to our Academy of Sciences, and 
17, will 
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will employ the greateſt zeal, in endeavouring to procure for you the moſt 
ſatisfactory anſwers. 


No xIl. Extract Tramſlation of a Letter from Profeſſor Zimmerman 
of Brunſwick, dated 19th July 1992. 


JT is with peculiar pleaſure that I received your obliging letter, and the 

works which accompanied it. I ſhall not delay a moment to inſert an 
ample extract in the laſt number of my Geographical and Statiſtical Journal, 
which I have publiſhed for above two years. Theſe ſciences will gain much 
by your enterpriſe; and I feel the greateſt anxiety, to ſee a Work, of ſuch 
extent and utility, brought to a concluſion, 


No XIII. Extract of a Letter from Profeſſor Treſchow, of the PMs 
Ws of Copenhagen, dated 8th MAI 1792. 

I Am much obliged to you for your Proſpectus of the Statiſtical Account 

of Scotland; for which the Society and I return you our thanks. It is 
worthy of being obſerved, that the Account of Edinburgh and its manners, 
may be applied to Copenhagen ; as there are, in many points, a ſtriking 
likeneſs between them. Many pamphlets, Statiſtical and political, are in- 
ſerted in our periodical works, ſome of them certainly worth your atten- 
tion ; but there are a great many articles that would not be intereſting to 
you, | 


No XIV. Extract Tranſlation of a Letter from the Comte de Herts. 
berg, formerly miniſter to Frederick the Great, dated Berlin, 19th 
Auguſt 1792. 


] Return you many thanks for your analyſis of the Statiſtical Account of 

Scotland; and wiſh I could converſe with you on a number of objects, 
which are equally intereſting to both our countries. I entirely approve of 
your very excellent idea, that of inveſtigating the interior ſtate of every 
diſtrict, by reports from the Miniſters of each pariſh ; and I am of your opi- 


nion, that, if provided with good models, no claſs of men could be more 


proper for ſo important an undertaking, than the parochial Clergy, who 
have uſually the requiſite knowledge and capacity, as well as the neceſſary 
leiſure for that purpoſe. I earneſtly wiſh, that I could imitate here, in my 
dear country, your very patriotic example, 
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No XV. Extract Tranſlation of a Letter from Monſieur Plefchect, 
Author of a Geographical View of the Roflian Empire, dated 
St Peterſburgh, 25th September 1792. 


it ſhould ever be in my power, to draw up a complete Statiſtical Ac- 

count of Ruſſia, on a plan more extenfive, and more philoſophic, than 
the work J have already executed, nothing can be more ſerviceable, than 
the valuable ſpecimen which you have bad the goodneſs to communicate to 
me, which may juſtly be confidered as a ſure foundation, and a claſſic and 
ineſtimable model, to be followed: by thoſe who may chooſe to occupy 
nnn in ſuch valuable te ſearches. 


No XVI. Extrad of a Letter from Dr Guthrie, dated St Peterſburgh, 
26th September 1792. 


7 OUR Statiſtical Work is, in my opinion, the moſt perfect which has ever 
yet appeared, and will probably ſerve as a model to other countries, 
although few poſſeſs the ſame ſet of reſpectable Paſtors, to collect mate · 


rials, living with their flock in habits of friendſnip and intimacy, the natu- 


ral reſult of the ſenſible regime of the Scotch Church. 


No XVI. Extract of a Letter from Profeſſor Thorkelin, dated Ce- 
penhagen, 24th November 1792. 


OUR Arnalyfis ef the political ftate of Scotland, is not only admired 
here, but followed, It has given riſe to new ideas, in particular, to a 
new ſociety, in Norway, who have united themſelves in order to make the 
preſent ſtate of that long forgotten kingdom publicly known. Such exer- 
tions, though particularly advantageous to Great Britain, will alſo be of 
immenſe benefit to others who derive information tom them. The Statifti- 
cal Account of Scotland, tranſlated into German, is announced, as preparing 
tor the preſs at Leipzic. e 


No XVIII. Extract of a printed Letter to the Clergy of Cornwall, 
reſpecting the eftabliſhment of a County Library, dated 23d De- 
cember 1792. | 


E may flatter ourſelves, that ſuch an inſtitution will excite the eu- 
lation and attention of our brethren the Clergy of Cornwall, to uſe- 
Ga! and intereſting ſubjects, and particularly to what relates to the natural 
hiſtory, 
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Aiſtory, antiquities, and biography of the county. In this way, owing to the 
exertions of the Clergy, animated and ſolicited to the purſuit by a Scottiſh 
Baronet, a curious and judicious Account is now giving, not of a ſingle 
county, but of a whole ſiſter kingdom, 


No XIX. Extract of a Letter from the Reverend Dr Blinſhall, Mini- 
ſter of Dundee, dated 17th January 1793. | 


1 AM very happy, but not ſurpriſed, at the univerſal approbation which 

your Statiſtical Plan meets with, and I hope that the beſt ſucceſs will at- 
tend your labours. My delaying fo long to make any feturn to the vari- 
ous and much eſteemed letters I received from you, was in conſequence of 
my Colleague having readily agreed to draw up the anſwers to your 
queries. 


No XX. Extract of a Letter from his Excellency John Adams, now 
Preſident of the United States of America, dated Philadelphia, 2d 
March 1793. | 


] REcELveD yours, with your plans for a natural hiſtory of ſheep, and the 

Statiſtical Survey of Scotland. You could net have made a wiſer choice. 
The natural hiſtory of that animal, ſo uſeful to man, muſt be extremely 
important, as well as extremely curious; and a detail of particulars, rela- 
tive to your native country, muſt be intereſting to all, but eſpecially to the 
inhabitants of it. We, in this country, enjoy a delicious tranquillity at pre- 
ſent, and if your European fermentations ſhould not diſturb us, ſhall conti- 
nue to be happy. 


No XXI. Extract Tranſlation of a Letter from the Comte de Hertſ- 
berg, dated Berlin, 8th March 1793. 


J Have to return you my beſt thanks for your intereſting Work, the Sta- 

tiſtical Account of the Pariſhes in Scotland. 1 find the plan particularly 
well formed, and it I were again at the head of the Pruſſian Cabinet, would 
carry it into execution here. 


WoL. XX. h | No XXII. 
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No XXII. Extract of a Letter from Mr Kenrick of erde dated 
r3th March 1793. | 


1 CannoT diſſemble ths vlenfure I feel, in having an opportunity of offer- 
ing you my mite of praiſe, for planning and calling forth the Statiſtical 
Hiſtory of Scotland, which abounds with ſuch a well digeſted fund of uſe- 
ful information, and exhibits to the world at large, ſo juſt a picture of a bo- 
dy of Clergy, who do the higheſt honour to their profeſſion and to their 
country. 8 


* 


No XXIII. Extralt of a Letter from General Waſhivgton, dated I gb 
March 1793. 


I Canwor but expreſs myſelf highly pleaſed with the undertaking in which 

Fou are engaged, (that of drawing up the Statiſtical Account of Scot- 
land), and give my beſt wiſhes for its ſucceſs. I am full perſuaded, that 
when enlightened men, will take the trouble to examine ſo minutely into 
the ſtate of ſociety, as your inquiries ſeem to go, it muſt reſult in greatly a- 
meliorating the condition of the people, promoting the intereſts of civil ſo- 
ciety, and the happineſs of mankind at large. Theſe are objects truly wor- 
thy the attention of a great mind, and every friend to the buman race, mult 
readily lend his aid towards their accompliſhment, | 


No XXIV. Extract of a Letter ao Doc Auckland, dated 15th July 
1793. , 


1 CoNnSIDER your Statiſtical Reports, as exbibiting a -omels of inquiry, of 

great importance to mavkind, and I admire the courage and right prin- 
ciples, which enable you to go forwards, as if the crifis which has lately 
menaced the overthrow of all civil inſtitutions, were completely and favou- 
rably ended. 


No XXV. Extract of a Letter from John Pinkerton, Eſq; dated the 
23d February 1794. 


N looking over the Survey of Scotland, accomplithed by your exertions, 
it occurred to me, that I could furniſh an article worthy to appear in an 
Appendix to one of the yolumes of the Statiſtical Account, I need not in- 
form 
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form you, that in the third volume of Prynn's Records, there is a large, but 
indigeſted lift, of all thoſe in Scotland, who paid homage to Edward I. in 
1291, and 1296, forming a kind of Dooms-day Book of the coantry at that 
period, Four years ago, I, with ſome labour, reduced the numerous names 
and deſignations into alphabetical order, and the liſt being now adapted to 
general uſe, and containing the names and deſignations of the chief Land- 
holders, Citizens, and Clergy, at the time, it may be regarded as of no ſmall 
importance to our ancient Statiſtics, topography, and genealogy, If your 
epinion coincides, I ſhall with 8 preſent i it to you for the purpoſe, 
and correct the of an 


No XXVI. Extract of a Letter from Dr Gillies the e dated 
Es the 2d of June . 


OT only the Analyſe de l' Etat Statiſtique d' Ecoſſe, but alſo the larger 
Work, in Engliſh, I have 5 with the greateſt ſatisfaction and 
delight. 

There are dark oblivious ages in the hiſtory of the world, ducing which 
the human mind remained buried in torpid inactivity. There are other pe- 
riods, when the vivid powers of man awaken from their lethargy, and, as if 
refreſhed, after a long and undiſturbed repoſe, exert themſelves with re- 
doubled energy. The times in which we live, belong to the latter deſcrip- 
tion ; but that they do ſo, is owing to the generous and well directed exer- 
tions of enlightened and patriotic individuals. 


Inventas aut qui vitam excoluere per artes, 
 Duique ſui memores altos fecere merendo. 


No XXVII. Extra of a Letter from J. P. Andrews, Eſq; the Au- 
thor of the Continuation of Dr Henry's Hiſtory, dated 31ſt Decem- 
ber 1795. 


JF any one can aid my reſearches, it muſt be the Author of the Statiſtical 

Account of Scotland, a book which I have peruſed with equal pleaſure 
and aſtoniſhment, I may almoſt ſay, envy, ſince the ſouthern part of the 
land ought to bluſh, at having never produced a fimilar work. 


No XVIII 


. vii Appendix. 
A man 
* No XVIII. Extract of a Note from George Chalmers, Eſq; of the 2 
WW. Board of Trade, dated 27th May 1796. ny 
WW rited 
* 8 tran 
"x E congratulates Sir John on the near accompliſhment of his great KR, 
$ ; Work, and 1s glad to find, that perſeverance is attended, on this occa- * 
| : ſion, with fuch happy ſucceſs. LF 
bh , LOR | 0 is lat 
| '* No XXIX. Extract Tranſlation of a Letter from the Biſhop de Leon, I ha 
TY dated 17th July 1797. | You 
FL | mini 
. Rk ab, with peculiar intereſt, your Work coneerning the Statiſtical State Rep 
8 of Scotland, becauſe I had been engaged, ſome years ago, in fimilar in- 
49 quiries in my own dioceſe, though not on ſo great a ſcale. Such inquiries 
i 1 afford the true means of aſcertaining the beſt mode of improving the con- 
70 dition of a people. | 
1 5 No XXX. Extract of a Letter from Mr George Stuart, formerly Pro- 
1 feſſor of Humanity in the Univerſity of Edinburgh. 
Wo. | | 
. OF all the letters which I received in the courſe of this inquiry, there is A 
. none which could poſſibly have had greater influence with me, than che 
5 following. Thoſe who have been educated at the Univerſity of Edin. 
5 burgh, muſt remember well, Profeſſor George Stuart, (father of the 
* well known Dr Gilbert Stuart), one of the beſt ſcholars, and one of the T* 
5 A ableſt men, at that Univerſity, when it certainly rivalled, for erudition 
5 and talents, the moſt celebrated ſeminaries in Europe. I had attended conf: 
N : his claſs, but had not ſeen him for many years. It was by the mereſt Son 
"© { accident, (franking a letter to him), that any intercourſe was renewed 1 0 
between us. The reſpectable Profeſſor, thought he would embrace that whose 
"opportunity, of encouraging his old Pupil to perſevere in a courſe, which tion. 
met with his particular approbation. I think it right to give a larger 
extract from that letter, as it may be as ſerviceable to other young men, 1. 
as to the perſon to whom it was addreſſed. | day . 
ny che) 
Hap the honour of a letter laſt night from Lord Buchan, in which he 
delires me to ſend my anſwer to Sir John Sinclair, who will tranſmit it 
by poſt. It is with peculiar pleaſure that I embrace this opportunity, which Bs 
has been put in my way by his Lordſhip, of troubling you with this note, in * 
order to revive the idcas of your youth, and to congratulate you on the Par 
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many and manly efforts you continue to make, for the real intereſt and ho- 
nour of your country. While others are ſailing down the ſtream, in queſt of 
baubles, and are in danger every moment of ſinking by the way, into me- 
rited contempt and oblivion, your perſeverance and independent ſpirit, will 
tranſmit your name with honour to poſterity, with preſent admiration, and 
true ſatisfaction to yourſelf. Obliti patriæ memores tantum ſui, ſeems a 
fit motto for the preſent luxurious and degenerate age. If they are to be 
rouſed to any degree of public ſpirit, which indeed I deſpair of, the attempt 
is laudable, even though i it ſhould not ſucceed, magnis tamen excidit aufis. 
I have read all your printed works, which both · inſtructed and pleaſed me. 
Your laſt attempt will be attended with great advantage, as every wiſe ad- 
miniſtration will attend to ſeveral hints of police, which ariſe out of the 
Reports of the different pariſhes. 


APPENDIX, G. 


An Account of the various Attempts, in Scotland, and in other Cour. 
tries, to carry on Inquiries of a Statiſtical Nature, previous to the 
Commencement of this undertaking. 


HERE is no circumſtance, which tends to place in a ſtronger point of 
view, the difficulty attending the completion of ſuch a Work, than to 
conſider how often it has been either in vain undertaken, or imperfectly ac- 
compliſhed, on various other occafions. A ſhort account of thefe attempts, 
ſo far as my information reaches *, it may not be improper to lay before 


thoſe, who are pleaſed to intereſt themſelves in the ſucceſs of this publica- 


tion. 


1. Spain. The firſt attempt of the ſort in modern Europe, (if Dooms- 
day Book is excepted), ſeems to have taken place in Spain, as far back as 
he year 1575, We are indebted for that important article of information, 

| | 8 


— — 
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* Some inquiries to the ſame effect, took place in Saxony, in Milan, in 
Tuſcany, and perhaps in other ſtates, the reſult of which I have not heen 
able to aſcertain, 
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to the heverend Joteph Townlend, who has given ns, in his travels, a very 
intereſting account of this country. At the concluſion of that work, he 
mentions having had a curious paper put into his hands, before he quitted 
Barcelona, which made him wiſh for the one correſponding to it. It was a 
ſchedule, with 1 inquiries, directed to all the Prelates and Corregidors, by 
Philip II. but he could not learn what anſwers had been returned, or what 
ſteps had been taken in conſequence thereof. The Corregidors were to 
make a report on 57 heads, the major part , of which related to geography, 
to natural and civil hiſtory, to heraldry, to agriculture, to the productions 
of each diſtrict, to mineralogy, &c. 3 ; but there \ were ſeveral alſo, purely 
Statiſtical, as, 15 


I. What is che preſent number of houſes and families? Were they for- 
merly more numerous? If ſo, to what cauſe muſt be attributed the 
ſubſequent diminution? 

II. Are all the inhabitants employed in uſeful labour? 

III. Are the people proſperous and flouriſhing ? What manufactures do 
they carry on? And in what do they excel? 

IV. What waſte lands and commons have Fon 2 What 1 is the value of 
theſe to the community? OG! 

V. What is the value of the bilboprick, and of all the livings in the dio- 


ceſe, &c. &. 


It is evident, as Mr Townſend very juſtly remarks, from the general 
ſcope of theſe inquiries, that the deſign of Philip II. was to gain a perfect 
knowledge of his kingdom, with a view to political economy; but, in order 
to dazzle the eyes of his ſubjects, he intermixed "= which had no re- 
ference to that object *. | 

It is not known whether any 8 0 progreſs was made in this under- 
taking ; but it certainly does more credit to the memory of the Sovereign 
under whoſe auſpices it was commeniced, than any circumſtance, connected 
with his reign, that is recorded in hiftory. 


2. Sweden. The ſecond attempt, in modern Europe, ſeems to have been 
made in Sweden, anno 1630. The nature of the plan will appear, from 
a circular letter, addreſſed to the Clergy of his dioceſe, by the Archbiſhop 

of 


* See Townſend's Travels through Span, 2d edition, vol. III p. 3 51. 
I believe that no notice of this inquiry is taken, in any of the hiſtories of this 
Monarch's reign. 
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of Upſal #. Though the inquiries therein mentioned, were principally 
reſtricted to matters of f nutiquity, yet the juſtly celebrated Guſtavus Adol- 


n 


— 


—_ 


* The following tranſlation of that letter, tranſmitted ro me by Mr Knox 

of Gottenburgh, may not be unacceptable to the reader. 

Be it known to you all, by theſe preſents, That his Majeſty, our moſt 
gracious Lord and King, out of his royal favour and grace, having, with 
peculiar care and good affection for his ſubjects, deliberately taken inte 
conſideration, a plan, which in a various, extenſive, and praiſe- -worthy 
manner, may tend to the laſting honour and renown of our dear native 
country, 

Has been graciouſly pleaſed, « on the zoth May 1630, worthily to conſti- 
tute, and with full powers to appoint, the well learned Dr Martinum Af. 
chaneun, in Himmelby and Freſtad, and Johan Hindrickfon, to be antiqua- 
ries for the Kingdom. 7 

That his Majeſty has furniſhed theſe learned men, with letters of inftruc- 
tion, ordaining them, narrowly and zealouſly, to ſearch over the whole 
kingdom, after all remarkable old monuments, tranſactions, writings, and 
manuſcripts, by which the hiſtory of our native country can be illuſtrated. 

To collect ſuch, and make their remarks on them; and more HN 
to attend to the following points, namely, to collect, 


I. All kinds of Runic writings, both in wk wy upon Renee, 
II. Runic computations, or the various diftinchons and | difference of 
Rumic characters. _ 
III. Old law-books, corporation rights, ſecret papers, ſtatutes, privileges, 
and edicts, 

IV. Old chronicles, hiſtories, tables, . *. heroic poems. 

V. Such old letters and writings as can aſcertain the value of coins, and 
elucidate the genealogy and arms of noble families, 

VI. Old coins and monies, 


Ard, in ſhort, any thing further, auhich tends to the alt. rin fo zun- 
provement of our native country. 

All which, the fore- named learned men, are to depoſit in the Royal Ca- 
binet ; and the reſult of their reſearches, ſhall, for the benefit and improve- 
ment of the kingdom, be afterwards publiſhed. | 

Therefore I, in his Majeſty's name, earneſtly and zealouſly requeſt, that 
you ſeverally, in your different pariſhes, do truly examine your pariſhioners, 
each apart, about uſeful old monuments, &c. WIG they, out of miſcon- 

ception, 
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phus, was too great a King, and too wiſe a Stateſmen, to confine his atten. 


tion, on ſach an occaſion, to thoſe objects merely, but farther extended it, 


to every thing that could promote * the praiſe-worthy improvement of his 
native country.” What a Sovereign! who could thus unite, to the moſt 
ſplendid military atchievements, ſuch an attention to the arts of peace, and 
the purſuits of literature, on which, he knew well, that the happineſs and 
proſperity of his ſubjects ſo materially depended, 

It is quite uncertain, with what ſucceſs this attempt was attended, 
though it is rather improbable, that any great progreſs was effected, other- 
wiſe ſome notice would have been taken of it in the hiſtories of thoſe times, 
Indeed, as Guſtavus commenced his war in Germany, in June 1630, it is 
rather improbable, that ſuch an undertaking could be carried on in his ab. 
ſence, with ſufficient zeal and energy. 

In modern times, a very intelligent political account has been id 
of Sweden, by Monſieur Canzler, a native of Saxony, who had reſided at 
the Court of Stockholm in a diplomatic line, and had collected together a 
number of curious and intereſting public accounts, reſpecting the ſtate of 
the Swediſh monarchy, It was originally publiſhed 1 in the German, but 
was afterwards tranſlated into French *. 


3. F ewes ths next EE of the ſort, ſeems to have taken place 
anno 1698, by directions of Leis XIV. of France, who ordered the 
Intendants ef his different provinces, to draw up a particular account of 
each province, for the inſtruction of the Duke of Burgundy. It is believed, 

that 


— * 


ception, are apt to conceal; that you communicate your reſearches to his 
Majeſty's antiquaries, ſent through the kingdom on this laudable errand, 
in order that they may, at once, have at hand, the uſeful information above 
mentioned, for forwarding this important buſineſs, ſo that his Majeſty's 
royal will may be . the work be attended with ſucceſs, and finally 
carried into full execution. 

And that all this may be truly and faithfully accompliſhed on your part, 


L earneſtly and zealouſly exhort you. 


Feliciter Valete, Darwen Ub/Jala, 27. Julii, 
1037. 
V. H. S. 


PETRUS KENRICIUS UPSALIENSIS. 


* IE Memoires pour Servir à la Connoiſſance des Affaires Politique 
ct Oeconomiques de Suede à Londres, (Dreiden), pax Canzler, 1776. 
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that none of thoſe provincial accounts have been printed. Voltaire men- 
tions, with great approbation, the account of Languedoc, drawn up by Mon- 
ſieur de Lamoignon de Baville. In confequence of the obliging attention 

of Dr Naſh, of Bevere, in Worceſterſhire, I had an opportunity of peruſing 
that work, in manuſcript, and was perfectly aſtoniſhed, at the little uſeful 
information which it contained. If that was the beſt, the others muſt have 
been miſerable indeed. The obfervations made by Voltaire on this under 
taking, are perfectly well founded. He remarks, „ Had what the King di- 
« refted, been well executed, the collection would have been one of 
« the moſt valuable monuments of the age. The defign was excellent, 
„ and it would have been of the greateſt uſe, had it been executed with 
3 1 and uniformity &.“ 


4. Cermany.-(It has already been remarked, that great attention has been 
paid in Germany to Statiſtical Inquiries. Baron Bielfeld, in his Elements 
of Univerſal Erudition f, gives the beſt account of any which I have hither- 
to met with, of the progreſs made in that part of the Continent. The ſci- 
ence called Statiſtics, he obſerves, « feaches us what ic the political ar- 
* rangement of all the modern flates of the known world.” Profeſſor 
Godfrey Achenwal of Gottingen, was the firſt to reduce that important 
ſubject into a true ſyſtem. He has made it a ſeparate ſcience, ( whence,” he 
obſerves, © hiſtory borrows great lights, which furniſhes the beſt materials 
« for the conftitation of a ftate, which enriches politics, and which prepares 
e thoſe of the brighteſt genius among the ſtudious youth, to become one 
* day able miniſters of the ſtate.” 

The following is a ſhort abſtract of the particulars, which, according to 
Baron Bielfield, are included in the ſcience of Statiſtics. 1. A general 
knowledge of the ftates, into which Europe, and the other quarters of the 
globe, are reſpectively divided. 2. An examintion of each particular ftate, 
and its revolutions. 3. A defcription of the territory of the ſtate, and its 


foreign poſſeſſions. 4. An account of its population, . 5. Its conſtitution, 


and arrangement of its public affairs, 6. The rights and privileges of its 
Magiſtrates. 7. The rights of the people, in regard to national aſſemblies, 
&c. 8. The titles, courts, ceremonials, &c. of the Sovereign. 9. The 
arrangement of the Cabinet, more eſpecially the management of foreign af- 
fairs. 10. The direction of its interior, or domeſtic concerns. 11. The 
national church. 12. The judicial department. 13. The principal regula- 
tions with regard to its lber, 14. The reſources of the ſtate, whether 

Vous XX. 4 4 from 


* See Voltaire's Age of Lewis XIV. vol. ii. p. 127. 128. edition 1752. 


Tranſlated by Dr Hooper, and publiſhed in three vols. 8vo. anno 1770. 
See vol. iii. cap. 13. p. 168. 
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from agriculture, and all its natural productions, or manufactures, or com. 
merce, interior and exterior, or mercantile navigation. 15. The revenues 
of the ſtate, and the manner of collecting and employing them. 16. The 
ſtate of the arts and ſciences, of ſchools, univerſities, &c. 17. Its military 
forces, and mode of management. 18. Its marine. 19. Its internal intereſts, 
And, laſtly, Its external intereſts, or the maxims it ought to obſerve, with 
regard to its netghbours, allies, &c. 

Such is the wide field, into which the ſcience of Statiſties has Yours extend 
ed in Germany, and which the Germans have been cultivating for about 
50 years, with all that painful reſearch which belongs to the character of 
that reſpectable nation. It is unfortunate that German literature is. ſo little 
cultivated in England; hence the maſs of Statiſtical information, collected 
in that part of the Continent, would probably have been little known here, 
had it not been for the Political Survey of the preſent State of Europe, 
written by Profeſſor Zimmerman #. In that ingenious and intereſting work, 
we have an abſtract of all the information which the Germans had accumu- 
lated; from which, however, it does not appear, that any work was known 
in that part of the world, which can at all rival, for extent of uſeful infor- 
mation, the Statiſtical Account of Scotland. 


5, Denmark. That reſpectable ſtateſman, the late Count Bernſtorff, ſent - 


me a work in the German language, printed anno 1798, but never publiſh- 
ed, which ſeemed to contain a great deal of Statiſtical information. There 
were tables in it of the finances of Denmark, of its debt and expenditure, of 
the commerce of the kingdom, and ſtatements of its army, navy, &c. 
Some of the accounts were for the year 1778, but no material alteration 
had fince taken place ; and on the whole, it was the beſt account that could 
be obtained of the political ſtate of that kingdom. I wiſhed much to have 
had it tranſlated into the Engliſh language, and recommended it for that 
purpoſe to the attention of the Britiſh Government, as a knowledge of the 
ſtate of one nation, is extremely material to another ; z bud the idea has not 
hitherto been carried into execution. 


6. England, — It appears from Gough's Britiſh Topography, that inqui- 


ries into antiquities, and natural hiſtory, have long occupied the attention 


of the Engliſh. 

Some valuable county hiſtories have been publiſhed; but of the 40 
counties into which England is divided, nine have found no antiquary 
hardy _—_ to attempt their general illuſtration; and the collections 
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which have been made for eight others, were with-held from the public, as 
ate as the year 1780. The account” given of them by Mr Gough is not 
very Givolirables he ſtates, ** that incorrect pedigrees, fatile etymologies, 
verboſe diſquifttions, crowds of epitaphs, liſts of landholders, and fach far- 
« rago, thrown together, without method, unanimated by refteAions, and 
delivered in the moſt uncouth and horrid ſtyle, make the bulk of our 
« county hiſtories &. At the ſame time, in ſome of thoſe works, ſome uſe- 
ful facts may be obtained, and they farfliſh materials, which may be of fer- 
vice, when a Statiſtical Survey of that kingdom, on a proper bew, is un- 
dertaken. _ 

But beſides theſe connty hiſtories, various attempts have been made in 
England, of à more extenſive nature, more efpecially that general ſurvey, 
known under the name of Dome runy Book, which is thus deſeribed by 
Hume the hiſtorian :“ In 1081, William began an undertaking, which 
« proves his extenſive genius, and does honour tb bis memory; it was a ge- 
« neral ſurvey of all the lands in the Kingdom, their extent in each di- 
«© ſtrict; their proprietors, tenures, value, the quantity of meadow, paſture, 
« wood; and arable land, which they contained; and in ſome counties, the 
number of tenants, cottagers, and flaves of all denominations, who lived 
upon them. He appointed commiſſioners for this purpoſe, who entered 
« every particular in their regiſter, by the verdict of juries; and after a la- 
„ bour of ſix years, (for the work was ſo long in finiſhing), brought him 


an exact accdunt of all the landed property of his kingdom. This monu- 


© ment, called Domes-day Book, the moſt valuable piece of antiquity poſ- 
« ſeſſed by any nation, is ſtill preſerved in the Exchequer, and thongh only 
« ſome extracts of it have hitherto been publiſhed, it ſerves to illuſtrate to 
eus, in many particulars, the ancient ſtate of England. The great Alfred 
had finiſhed à like ſurvey of the kingdom in his time, which was long 

kept at Wincheſter, and which en ſerved as a 1 to  Willtam't in 
„this undertaking. f“ 
It is unpardonable in the Britiſh Government, not to have tranſlated this 
record; and by tables or otherwiſe, to have explained the political ſtate of 
England, at the conqueſt; The book is properly, indeed, a royal rent, roll, 
and was intended for the purpoſe of aſcertaining the income of the Crown, - 
and the perſons by whom it was payable, But, at the ſame time, it con- 
tains many curious facts, which would throw very conſiderable light on the 
ancient ſtate of the country, and which ought not to he kept in a manner 
unintelligible to the public, n the uncouthneſs of its character, and the. 
multitude 


* Britiſh Topograpliy, vol. i. p. 21. : 
+ Hume's Hiſt edit. 1978, in 8vo, vol. i. p. 275. 


* 
- 


2 


[ 

+ 
10 

0 

N 
5 


E 


2 
- 


_ — — = D = VE — nh = —— — 83 
— . a, FAS x 2 — 
1 1 1 - a> "Ian 3 


A on whe Cds 


— — 
——— 2 lib ab Son ae << & 


a: 
22 
A 


22 


* LL. _—__ * 
* — * — + — 
8 — ing Ee ts = 2 
, —— — OS 
© Ss EX 


LL 
te 
— _ 


2 N 1 t — — 
* LES IF 
= — I 


- - — > —ö 


multitude of its. abbreviations, .If Parliament does not take it up, perhaps. 


Fo 8 R —— — — S . CRC 
= rr — r 2 = — ” of = - — = — - * n= 

. ————— FE at: — — — a 222 wk A 
: 7 — — — ID — — XR, . — x 2 £5 — 


HOI _ EE IRS 
— us KS 


r 
A* * * * 
. . 5 


ſays, on the plan here purſued, we had no guide, though many helps and 


Ix xvi Appendix." 


it is not beyond the powers, of the Society of Antiquaries to accompliſh. 

Camden's Britannia, in its preſent improved ftate, is deſervedly held in 
high eſtimation, and many eminent perſons, in every branch of literature, 
have, with infinite labour and. reſearch, contributed to illuſtrate a number. 
of articles, which, in the original editions of that work, had been either im. 
perfectly explained, or totally omitted. It is a work, however, better cal. 
culated for the purſuits of the antiquary, than of the ſtateſman. 

The Political, Survey of Britain, by Dr Campbell, printed in two vo- 
lumes, Ato, anno 1774, is a judicious and laborious compilation, of all the 
information that the author could eollect during a period of about 20 years, 
Ir contains a ſeries of reflections on the fituation, lands, inhabitants, reve- 
nues, colonies, and commerce, of this iſland ; intended to ſhew, that we have 
not as yet approached near the ſummit of improvement, but that it will af. 
ford employment to many. generations, before they puſh, to their utmoſt ex- 
tent, the natural advantages of Great Britain. 

In bis preface, after giving a conciſe account of his attempt, he expreſsly 


« informations, without which, whatever it may be, it could never have 
« been performed. " 
He introduces the work with fating, that i in the light i in which he was 
about to conſider it, = the perfection of policy is, ſo to improve the natu- 
<« ral advaantages in the poſſeſſion, or in the power of the ſociety to which 
cc jt is applied, as to make all, without diſtinction, who compoſe that ſocie- 
« ty, as happy as it is poſſible, and to place this happineſs on the firmeſt 
0 baſis, fo as that neither the ever mutable tempers of men, or the inevitable 
« viciſſitudes of time, ſhould affect it.” 
The Doctor, unfortunately, had not materials ſufficient for completing 
ſuch a work, in the manner in which it ought tu have been done, Had he 
lived a few years hence, poſſeſſed as he was, of zeal, induſtry, and judg- 
ment, his abours would have appeared to infinitely more advantage. 
I underſtand that fome queries, probably at the inſtance of Government, 
have, at various times, been circulated amongſt the Engliſh Clergy, by the 
Biſhops of their reſpective dioceſes. The reſult of theſe inquiries I have not 
been able to diſcover, nor whether any public advantage has been derived 
from them. 
It was, in fome reſpects, with a. view of aſcertaining the ſtate of the 
population of the kingdom, that a ſmall duty was laid on chriſtenings and 
burials; but the tax being found inadequate for that purpoſe, and vexatious 
in its operation, it was ſoon afterwards repealed. | 
The inſtitution of the Board of Agriculture, was for Statiſtical as well as 
Agricultural objefts, When I nioved for the eſtabliſkment of that Board 
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in Parliament, I preſſed much the idea, that it might be the means of ob. 
« taining a Statiſtical Account of England, and conſequently of explaining 

« the real ſituation of the country in every point of view, that could poſſi. 

« bly be wiſhed for by a Patriot or a Stateſman. Such an Account of 

« Scotland was already nearly completed, and ſpecimens of it having been 

« circulated abroad, it had received the moſt flattering marks of approba- 

« tion, If, in England therefore, the ſame plan were executed, it would 
« hardly be doubted, that it would ſoon be univerſally adopted in every 

« other country, and thus the principles of political ſociety, and the fources 
« of national improvement, would be more comp aſcertained, than 
« in any former period of hiſtory &. 

Various circumſtances have hitherto — that idea from 18 ta- 
ken up, though undoubtedly of eſſential importance; but if ever the Board 
ſhould be placed on that reſpectable footing, to which ſuch an inſtitution is 
ſo peculiarly well entitled, its attention will neceſſarily be directed to Sta- 
tiſtical Inquiries, « on an extenſive ſcale... In the interim, the Agricultural 
Surveys, contain a great deal of intereſting information of a ſimilar nature. 

It may be proper here to add, that Meſſrs Williams, bookſellers, Strand, 
London, have begun a Statiſtical Survey of the principality of Wales, and 
would probably, have made conſiderable progreſs i in it before this time, had 
not che ſtate of the times been extremely unfavourable for ſuch inveſtiga- 
ons. 


7. Ireland. —In Ireland, they do not ſeem to have been very fortunate, in 
their attempts to elucidate the ſtate of that country., A ſociety founded by 
Petty and Molyneux, for philoſophical inquiries, hardly ſubſiſted for five 
years. Another ſociety was formed about the year 1760, by whom a plan 
was drawn up for writing the deſcriptions of counties; but it is believed 
without much ſucceſs. In the year 1773, the Dublin Society formed a | 
Committee, by whom a number of queries were printed; but in four years 
time, they only obtained 40 anſwers, to 4000 copies they had circulated, © 
many of which were perfectly trifling. The Committee was therefore 
dropped, and the ſcheme abandoned, even by Major Vallancy, who had 
prevailed upon the Society to engage in it. Indeed a zealous and public- 
ſpirited member of the Iriſh Parliament, (the Right Honourable William 
Burton Conyngham), tranſmitted to me an account of the pariſh of Kilro- 
nan, in the county of Roſcommon and the adjoining diſtrict, written by 


See Speech in Parliament, 15th May 1593, in the preliminary Obſer- 
vations to the printed communications to the Board of Agriculture, d. 23. 
Ser alſo the original Plan for edablifhing the Boxed, p. 20. 
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Mr Charles O'Connor, and dated Ballytra, near Carrick, 2 5th Auguſt 1773, 


which, he informed me, was the only one e worth preferving i in the whole 
co 


8. Scotland. The attempts which have been made in Scotland, have been 
numerous, but their progreſs did not juſtify any very ſanguine eee 
of ſucceſs. | 

The firſt of which we have any account, was an inquiry begun by Sir Ro- 
bert Gordon of Straloch, at Bleau's requeſt, for his Atlas Scotiz, printed 
anno 1662. From the anſwers he received, the deſcription"of ſeveral of the 


counties were drawn up, both by Sir Robert, and by David Buchanan, on 


whom he devolved it; but the troubles during the reign of Charles I, and 
the uſurpation of Cromwell, prevented them from completing it. 


The next attempt was made by Sir Robert Sibbald, who alſo circulated ' 


queries, anſwers to which he requeſted ſhould either be addrefled to himſelf, 
or tranſmitted to his bookſeller. They principally relate to natural hiſto. 
ry, to the illuſtration of which, his chief attention was directed. His Atlas 
Scoticus, the refult of thoſe inquiries, according to Gough, ſtill exiſts in 
manuſcript, in which ſtate it will probably remain *. | 

The late Walter Macfarlane, of Macfarlane, left behind him in manu- 
ſcript, the Geographical deſcriptions of many pariſhes in Scotland, begun 
about the year 1722, and continued for ſeveral years after f. Who was the 
author of this attempt does not appear; but from a letter, beginning Reve- 
* rend Sir,“ ſigned Lud. Grant, dated Fortroſe, 14th July 1732, it ſeems to 
have been undertaken by ſome clergyman f. The following extract from 
Mr Grant's letter, (who was probably miniſter of Fortroſe), it may not be 
improper to inſert in this place. I would have ſent you what account 
« of the pariſhes I was acquainted: with here, ſome time a go, had I not ex- 
« pected, that ſome would have lent their helping hand, in deſcribing ſuch 
<« pariſhes as occurred to their knowledge; but finding them either ſhy to 


& undertake, or unwilling to put themſelves to any ſuch trouble, pretend- 


ing their little or no ſkill in topography; I thought it proper not to de- 
« lay any longer, what I intended to ſay upon the head; I have fent a de- 
« ſcription of four pariſhes ; ſince I have now frequent occaſion to traverſe 
« them, and though I did not keep cloſe to the printed direction, yet I 
« think the ſpecimen I have given, will furniſh you with materials to 
range the bounds and diſtances, in what order you think fit. The de- 
* ſign, in my judgment, is laudable; and would be both diverting and in- 
« ſtructing. 
* See Gough's Topography, Vol. ii. p. 557, & 558. 
I See Vol. i. p. 251. 


1 Ditto, alſo p. 307. where there is a letter to the collector of thoſe 
accounts, beginning Reverend and Dear Sir.“ 
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Appendix. IX XIX 
« ſtructing, to have a clear and diſtinct account of all the pariſhes in our 
« kingdom; and none ſhould be averſe to contribute their endeavours, in 
promoting and furthering ſuch an excellent undertaking, which has not 
as yet been done by any pen that I know of; and 1 cordially wiſh it may 
« ſucceed,” &c. wad 

From the little attention that had ben paid to thoſe 1 inquiries, ſo . 
from this letter, much ſucceſs could not be expected. Short memoran- 
dums reſpecting a number of pariſhes were received; but hardly any of them 
entitled to be printed. It is ſingular, that ſome of the beſt accounts are 
from the county af Caithneſs ; ; and indeed it is proper, on all ſuch -oc- 
caſions, that tlie remote diſtricts, which are the leaſt known, ſhould, if 
poſſible, be deſcribed with the greateſt minuteneſs and accuracy. , , - 

The next attempt was by Mr William Maitland, an author well known 
by his hiſtory of London, and other works, He circulated alſo a number 

of printed queries; but I underſtand, that the anſwers he received were 
very few, and that he ſoon found it neceſſary to relinquiſh the deſign. 

It may be proper, in this place, to.mention, the ſucceſsful attempt made by 
the late Dr Webſter, which he begun in 1743, and completed in the year 
1755. Though reſtricted merely to the ſtate of the Church, and the popu- 
lation of the kingdom, yet this reſpeQable clergyman, found the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty, in completing his undertaking, in the ſpace even of 12 years, It is 
fortunate, however, that he was able to accompliſh it ; as it furniſhes data, 
for making a compariſon between the population of that period, and of 
the preſent times; without which, it would be hardly poſſible to have ſa- 
tisfied the public, that the inhabitants in Scotland had materially increaſed 
within the laſt 40 years. 

Mr Pennant, to whom the world owes ſo much entertaining, and ſo 
much uſeful information, was led to imagine, from the high idea he enter- 
tained of the Clergy of the Church of Scotland, that he could prevail 
upon them, to favour the public, with exact deſcriptions of their reſpective 
pariches; and his wiſhes were in ſome inſtances complied with, but not to 
any great extent, Scotland, however, muſt always remember with grati- 
tude, the ſpirit with which he pervaded every part of that country, and the 
favourable accounts he publiſhed both of it, and of its inhabitants, which 
contributed to remove many of the prejudices entertained againſt them. 

The laſt attempt, previous to the commencement of the Statiſtical Ac- 
count of Scotland, was by a reſpectable body, the Scotch Society of Anti- 
quaries, of which David Steuart Erſkine, Earl of Buchan, was the founder. 
A printed plan, for that purpoſe, was drawn up and circulated. The account 
of each pariſh, it was propoſed ſhould be divided into ſeven ſections. The firlt 
Was to contain a geographical and topographical deſeription of the pariſh : 

| | The 
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The ſecond, the nature of the ſoil, number of inhabitants, We. : The third, 
the ftate of the roads, &c.: The fourth, an account of its mines, minerals, and 
foſſils: The fifth, its police, trade and manufactures : The fixth, its antiqui- 
ties: And the laſt ſection, mifcellaneous obſervations. In conſequence of 
the circulation of this paper, the accounts of five pariſhes were obtained, 
which are printed in the 1ſt volume of the Tranſactions of the Society; and 
are certainly amongft the moſt valuable 1 N of the ſort any where to 


be met with. 


It was after ſo many attempts had been made, FRA fruitleſsly, or on 2 
narrow ſcale, that the Author of the Statiſtical Account of Scotland, he. 
zan his extenſive, laborious, and what was almoſt univerſally deemed, his 
impracticable undertaking. Perhaps an ambition to accompliſh what others 
had failed to execute, might contribute to thofe exertions, which could 
alone carry through ſo great a Work. And if its publication ſhould ever 


materially promote the improvement of this country, and ameliorate the 


ſituation of mankind in general, (which can hardly fail to be the cafe), it 
muſt in a great meaſure be attributed, to thofe who entered early with zeal 
into the canſe, and encouraged the Autor to perſevere, by their approba- 
tion, and afiſtance. 
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APPENDIX, H. 


Ceneral View of the Progreſs made in completing the Statiftical Account 


"HE commencement of this undertaking, may be ſtated from the 25th 
1 May 1790, the date of the firſt Circular Letter to the Clergy ; and 
the following Table will give a general view of the progreſs made in col- 
kRivg the different Accounts ſince that period: 


Received Total re- Total want- 
during ceived*at ing at each 
each pe- each pe- period. 


| riod. riod. 

Parochial returns received between 

the 25th May and 15th Novem- 

ber 1790, : 1 85 85 853 
Ditto between 15th Nov. 1790, 

and the 1ſt June 1792, - 440 525 413 
Ditto from iſt June 1792, to 13th 

March 1993, - = 47 $72 366 
Ditto from 13th March 1993, to | | 

28th March 1994, # 226 798 140 
Ditto from 28th March. 1794, to | 

x3th July 1996, _ - 109 907 31 
Ditto from 13th July 1796, to 1ſt 
January 1798, . 27 934 4 
Wanting on 1ſt January 1798, but 

received on or before the 29th 

January 1998, on which day the 

laſt pariſh was given in, and the 

materials for the publication com- 

pleted, z 's © 

938 


On this Table the following obſervations naturally occur : 
In the firſt place, It appears, that on the 1ſt June 1792, about two 


ears from the commencement of the Inquiry, 525 Accounts had been re- 


Voi. XY. «þ ceived, 
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ceived, above one half of the number of pariſhes in Scotland. There wa; 
every reaſon, therefore, to hope, that the whole Work would have been 
completed within the ſpace of a year er two more, and every exertion was 
made for that purpoſe, by employing a number of different printers, &c.; 
but the preſs was often ſtopped for want of manuſcript. 

In the ſecond place, It is evident, that on the 28th March 1) 94, only 140 
Accounts were wanting, and that it has taken very near four years to make 
up that deficieney I am perſuaded, that the Clergy, had no conception of 
the inconvenience with which this cireumſtance was attended, to the Author 

of the Statiſtical Account, and how much it retarded the meaſures he had 

in view, for promoting the improvement of the country, otherwiſe they 
would have made almoſt. any exertion, ſoaner than have kept back, for ſo 
long a ſpace of time, the completion of ſuch a Work.—It is now over. 
But, I hope, if ever they ſhould have it in their power to promote a fi. 
milar undertaking, that they will ſhew, from the commencement, every poſ. 
fib!e degree of alzority and zeal, in ſuch a cauſe; and will recollect the 
words of a reſpectable Clergyman, who well remarked on the occaſion: 
It has often been a matter of aſtoniſhment ro me, that I have gane ſo 
much into the ſpirit of procraſtination, in a caſe like this, when an im. 
& portant object was held forth, and the individual exertion neceſſary was 
« fo trifling.“ 5 5 3 

In tbe /a/t place, It is certainly to be regretted, aſter the Work had 
made ſuch extraordinary progres, that greater exertions were not made by 
d dencient Clergy, to complete it more ſpeedily than has been the caſe. 
At the tanie time. that cannot detract from the great merit of the body a. 
large; and, on the whole, it is certainly more to be wondered at, that the 
Wii was completed at all, than that i: ſhould have been ſo long in hand. 
For a long time, indeed, many of the Clergy imagined, that the plan would B 
be dropped, as ſo many others had been; and conſequently, that jit was un 
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neceſtary for them to take the trouble of making any inquiry. Indeed, on m” 

the Sth November 1792, above two years and a half from the commence- * 

ment of the undertaking, no leſs a number than 210, had not even acknow. niit 

leiged the receipt, or taken the ſmalleſt notice, of my repeated applica- ad 

tions. as 

| | the 

With regard to the progreſs made in printing the Work, the following | 

Table will fatisfy the curioſity of the Reader. 
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IJ. ite” Yair whit” g. of Dit NS of Miniſters in 


Volume. Printed. contained in the Diſtricts. 
each Volume. 

$5.2 1791 5 780 
2 . 52 
3 . 80 
+ 0 1792 77 | 7. 
5 1793 40 53 
6 1793 | 61 * 80 
7 1793 85 80 
8 77% 40 45 
9 1793 39 | 41 
10 1794 40 42 
ä 1794 50 50 
12 1794 | 42 43 
13 1794 4% 45 
14 1795 37 37 
= 1795 29 | 29 
16 1795 26. 30 
17 | 44 45 
18 1798 24 1 25 
19 1797 32 | 37 
20 1798 22 8 21 


—— 


Total diſtricts, 881 Total miniſters, 940 


But as two Accounts of the pariſh of Largs have been publiſhed, one in 
Voll. II. and the other in Vol. XVII.; and two of the pariſh of Botriph- 
me, one in Vol. X. and the other in Vol. XVIII. The real numbers, in 
the Statiſtical Account, ought to be ſtated at 879 diſtricts, and 938 Mi- 
niſters. At preſent, indeed, there are in Scotland only 877 diſtricts, 
and 936 Miniſters, in conſequence of the annexation of the pariſh of Cuſh- 
nie to that of Leochel, and the pariſh of Mains to that of Strathmartin, ſince 
the Statiſtical Accgunts of them were publiſhed. 

It 


— — * * 4 > SMS FO EMDTTY) & 4 
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* Reckoning Edinburgh, Canongate, St Cuthberts, South Leith, and 
North Leith, as ſeparate diſtricts. 

f Including a ſecond Account of the pariſh of Largs. 

+ Including a ſecond Account of the parith of Botriphnie. 

\ Reckoning Old and New Aberdeen as ſeparate diſtricts, 
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It is well known, that the number of diſtricts, and of Miniſters, differ, is 


7 
confequence of ſome diſtricts having more than one Miniſter, a ſtatement asd 
of which may not be unacceptable. eacl 

Miniſters, | Miniſters 
Edinburgh, excluſive of the Ca- Brought over, 56 
nongate, St Cuthberts, South Dumfries — 2 
and North Leith, - 16 Dunfermline, - 2 
Glaſgow, excluſive of the Gor- Dyſart, 1 bo 42 2 
bals, and Barony pariſh, $} Elgin, - - > 
Dundee, - - 5 Greenock, = 5 2 
New Aberdeen, 4 Haddingtoh, 3 2 
Inverneſs, 3 | Hamilton, - - - 2 
Paiſley, - 5 3 | Inveraray, - « 2 
St Andrews, including St Leo- | Kilmarnock, ' - = 2 
nards, 5 - 3Kirkwall, - 2 
Old Aberdeen, - 2 | South Leith, - . - 
Ayr, - „ .. =", - 2 | Leſmahago” - - * 2 
Brechin, - - 2 | Montroſe, - - 5 2 
Campbelltown, „ 2 Abbey of Paiſley, - * -Þ 
Canongate, , - - 2 | Perth, - „ 2 
Culroſs, - - 2 | St Cuthberts, - - - 2 
Cupar Fife, . - — ti >. 8 
| Carry over, 56 90 
The following, then, is an abſtract of the Eccleſiaſtical ſtate of Scot-. Tor 
and, in this point of view, at the commencement of the Statiſtical un 
dertaking: | 
No. of Diſtricts, No. of Miniſters in each. Total Miniſters 
| 1 16 15 
I 8 8 
1 5 8. 
1 4 4 
15 8 "AY 9 
24 2 48 1 
$48 I $48 
879 | | 938 _ 
| o . 


In conſequence, however, of the annexations already mentioned, the 
namber of diſtricts is reduced to 877, and of Miniſters to 936. 
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The following is a view of the Eccleſiaſtical eſtablihment of Scotland, 
as-divided into Synods and Preſbyteries, and the number of Miniſters in 
each Synod, 


No. of Preſ. No. of Miniſters ia 


dyteries. each Sy nod. 
Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, 7 116 
Merſe and Teviotdale, 6 66 
Dumfries, l 4 54 
Galloway, . 3 37 
5 Glaſgow and Air, 7 130 
Perth and Stirling, - 5 80 
Fife, . 4 71 
Angus and Mearns, 6 ex 
Aberdeen, - - 8 LOY 
10 Moray, . - 7 54 
Roſs, - - 3 23 
Sutherland and Caithneſs, 3 23 
Argyle, - * 4 
Glenelg, - - 5 "0 
Orkney, . EE 30 
Total n5 Total Preſbyteries 78 Total Miniſters 936 


CONCLUSION. 


Hints explaining the Nature and Object of a Work, to be entitled, 
« Analyfis of the Political State of Scotland, with a View o f the 
Principles of Statiftical Philoſophy,” the reſult of the Statiſtica® 
Account of Scotland. 


T was my intention, to have printed, with the laſt volume of the Statiſti- 
cal. Account of Scotland, a general View or Analyſts of the Political 
State of that part of the Kingdom, together with ſome explanation of the 
Principles of what may be called Statiſtical Philoſophy. But I. find, that 
ſuch an undertaking, will require more leiſure than it is poſſible for me at 
preſent 
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preſent to beſtow upon it, and perhaps it may be as well, to give ſuch an 
acedunt of a kingdom, at ſo marked a period, as the concluſion, or the 
commencement of a century; and if health will permit, and no accident 
intervenes to prevent it, I hope that it will be in my power, in the courſe 
of the year 1800, or 1801, to publiſh ſuch a Work, as cannot be rivalled, 
in regard to the ſtate of any other country. 

In the interim, I think it proper to lay before the public, ſome informa. 
tion reſpecting the plan of that Work, as it may induce public-ſpirited i in- 
dividuals, to favour me with their remarks upon it; and in caſe any cir- 
cumſtance ſhould prevent me, from executing ſuch a Work myſelf, it may 
farniſh hints to any other perſon by whom it may be undertaken. With 
that view, I have drawn up the following general obſervations, applicable 
to an Account of Aberdeenſhire, as a ſpecimen of the manner, in which the 
maſs of information contained in the Statiſtical Account, ought partly to 
be arranged by pariſhes and counties, before any important reſult can be 
drawn from it. 


General Obſervations, reſpecting the Reſults to be drawn from tie 


Statiſtical Account of Scotland, aud the manner in which the fame 
ought to be made. 


A CoNSIDERABLE proportion of the vaſt maſs of important information, 
contained in the Statiſtical Account of Scotland, may be condenſed, 
into a ſmall compaſs, in three different ways: 1. There are a variety of ar- 
ticles, as the General State of the Population, &c. where the information 
may be given, in the ſhape of Parochial Tables: 2. There are other parti- 
culars, as the State of Property, &c, where calculations by Counties, may 
be preferred: And, 3. There are many other points, where general compu- 
tations for the Kingdoin at large, will be found more eligible. 
In regard to each of theſe, the atteution of the reader | is requeſted, to the 
following Preliminary Obſervations, 


I. PAROCHIAL TABLES. 


Though it could not be expected, that complete information could be 
procured, reſpecting all the particulars contained in the following Tables, 
from every individual Clergyman, vet a ſufficient number of fucts has been 
obtained, to form calculations, the average reſult of which, will be ſuffi- 
cently accurete for every uſeful purpoſe, There is indeed every reaſon to 

believe, 
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believe, that computations, though, perhaps inaccurate in regard to parti- 
cular dittricts, may on the whole be right. Where they are drawn upon a 
great ſcale, and on proper data, they may approach very near the truth, 
even where,, 1 in many of the minute particulars, there. are . er- 
rors K. 

In the following Statittieal T Tables there are 14 Columns. 

Column 1, This will merely contain the names of the different Pariſhes 
in each Country, arranged i in alphabetical order, to which, if thought neceſ- 
ſary, might be added, the volume of the Statiſtical Account of Scotland, 
where the deſcription of each pariſh is to be found. In ſeyeral inſtances, 
pariſhes are ſituated in different counties. Where that is the caſe, the whole 
diſtrict is included in that county, where either the Church or the greater 
part of the e 1s dente. | 425 

: . col. 2. 


* The following example will explain the meaning of this obſervation. 
Let us ſuppoſe that there are 4 pariſhes, the valued rent of which is n, | 
hut only two of which have their real rent returned ; for inſtance, 


| Valued Rent, Scotch money. Real Rent, Sterling — 
No. 1 L. 5300 L. 3100 
— 2 3800 1300 
L. 880 A 4400 


It is evident, that the average of the two pariſhes, is at the rate of L. 2 
of valued, to L. x of real rent. | 

Let us ſuppoſe, that the other two pariſhes, have their valued rent returns 
d as follows, 


| Valued rent 
No. 3 L. 4200 
, 


— :. 


L. 11750 


According to the data above mentioned, the real rent of No. 3. ought 
'0 be L. 2100, and of No. 4. L. 3775, both of which may be wrong; the 
one may be too much, and the other too little, yet the one error may cor- 
rect the other, and the total reſult may be perfectly right. 

So accurate, however, was the above mode of computation found, that 
the real rent of one pariſh, computed at L. 2450, was found, by the Mini- 
ſter's returp, to be L. 2460. 
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Col. 2. The fecond column will give a ſtatement of the population dt 
Scotland, as drawn up for the information of Government, by the late Rev. 
Dr Alexander Webſter, one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, and completed 
by him in the year 1955. The Doctor's account was never printed, but 
there are ſome copies of it, in manuſcript, in private hands. In his intro. 
duct ion to the report, he ſtates, That he had eſtabliſhed, in the year 1743, 
„A general correſpondence both with clergy and laity, for preparing a 
1 < ſcheme, which was afterwards ratified by Parliament, for a proviſion 
0 * <« for Miniſters widows: That he had improved that correſpondence, for 


94 < the purpoſe of procuring Hſts, either of individuals, or of perſons above a 
1 „ certain age, in the different pariſhes of Scotland: That, when the liſts 
| | « contained only thoſe above a certain age, he calculated the amount of 
12 the whole inhabitants, by the proportion which they might be ſuppoſed 


« to bear to the number of ſouls, according to the moſt approved Tables, 
compared with the fact in many parts of Scotland, where the Miniſters, 
< at his deſire, not only numbered their pariſhioners, but diſtinguiſhed their 


LS 


given of the number of the people, is ſufficiently exact to anſwer every 
© valuable purpoſe.” 

Dr Webſter's original inquiries, it would appear, were merely for the 
purpoſe of fixing data, to calculate the principles, on which the Society for 
the benefit of the Widows of the Scotch Clergy, might be eſtabliſhed : But 
aftervrards, at the deſire of that reſpeRtable character, the late Prefident 
Dundas, then Lord Advocate for Scotland, to whom the work is dedicated, 
he drew up a General Report, with a view of aſcertaining ; 1. Thie popula- 
tion of Scotland. 2. The income of the Clergy, an augmentation of which 
was then a ſubject of diſcuſſion, 3. The Patrons of the different livings, 
and, 3. The number of fighting men, an inquiry conſidered to be of pecu 
Jiar importance at that period, in conſequence of the warlike ſpirit which 
the Highlanders had then recently diſplayed, a ſmall body of whom had 
boldly marched from their native mountains, till they had reached within a 
few miles of the metropolis of the empire. The number of fighting men in 
Scotland, were then computed at 253,076. 

It is extremely fortunate, in many points of view, that this inquiry was 
begun and completed. In the brit place, it enabled Dr Webſter, (whoſe 
exertions on this occaſion, and (kill in political arithmetic, cannot be too 
much praiſed), to draw up the calculations for the Widows fund, on ſuch 
juſt principles, that the reſult has turned out hardly in any reſpect different 
from his computations ; and thus a moſt valuable inſtitution was eftabliſh- 
ed, on foundations creditable to the author of it, and advantageous t6 a mott 
reſpectable body of men. -In the ſecond place, it furniſhes a uſeful ſource 
of compariſon, with the preſent population of the country, which.otherwiſe 
could 
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could not have been attained. It is certain, that the ſame pains were not 


then taken by the Clergy, as at the preſent period. A much longer ſpacg 
of time was alſo employed in carrying on the inquiry, for it was begun in 5, 
1743, and not ended till 1758, a period of about twelve years ; whereas the 
preſent inquiry has been completed in leſs than eight years. Pat the ſame 
time, had it not been for Dr Webſter's report, it would have been impoſ- 
fible to have convinced many, that the population had not materially de- 
creaſed. Indeed, ſo prevalent is the inclination to praiſe the times paſt, 

and undervalue the preſent, that in the courſe of theſe Statiſtical Inquiries, 
I have found the Clergy, in gueſſing the population in 1753, have in every 
inſtance exceeded the number ſtated by Dr Webſter, and have almoſt uni- 
formly gone below the truth, if they made a rough gueſs of the number of 
their pariſhioners at this time, which evidently appeared, when afterwards 
they were prevailed upon, to take the trouble of making a ſpecial enumera- 


tion. Dr Webſter, however, and the Clergy at that time, had every poſ- 


fible inducement, to make the population of Scotland as confiderable as 
they could. The Doctor was drawing up a paper for the conſideration of 
Government, in whoſe eyes he would naturally be inclined to place his na- 
tive country, in as favourable and reſpectable a light as poſſible ; and the 
Clergy were to make a return of facts, on the ACCUracy of which, the future 
comfort of their wives and families, and the augmentation of their own li- 
vings, a point at that time in diſcuſſion, depended. It is impoſſible, there- 
fore, to ſuppoſe, that the population of Scotland, could, in ſuch circumſtan- 
ces, be undervalued. | 

Col. 3d. This column contains the Population as returned to the Au- 
thor of this Work, in the courſe of his Inquiry, which has occupied the 
ſpace of about eight years. There 1s reaſon to believe, that the population 
of ſuch an extent of country, was neyer before ſo accurately taken, Not 
only the number of the inhabitants, but alſo very ſatisfactory information 
reſpecting their ages, the place of their birth, thei? religious perſuaſions, 
their occupations and ſituations in life, their reſidence, whether in towns, in 
villages, or in the country, together with Tables of the number of Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages, in each Diſtrict, have been given. Theſe are partt- 
culars, however, the conſideration of which it is propoſed to reſerve, for 
thoſe general computations which will be drawn up, to explain the in- 


' ternal ſtructure of ſociety in Scotland, and the general ſtate of the king- 


dom. This column, therefore, will only contain the preſent Kate of our 
population. 

Col. 4th and sth. The as in 1755, ad its ** ſtate, hen 
thus aſcertained, it is next propoſed, to give a general view of the increaſe 
or decreaſe in each pariſh, for the purpoſe of grounding an Inquiry, the re- 
ſult of which muſt be extremely important, as in conſequence of it, thoſe 
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meaſures will be recommended to the attentibn of the "OT which have 
been found to occaſion an increaſe of Population, whilſt thoſe which have 
been unfortunately diſtinguiſhed by a contrary tendency, will be diſtinctiy 


| enumerated, and unleſs cotinterbalunced by ſome ſtrikitig LaVkathhet, will 


be juſtly reprobated. 
Col. 6th. This column gives a View of the Valiied Rent, which is a. 
ways ſtated i 1 Scotch money, L. 12 of which i is only equal to L. 1 Sterling, 


"This bs the rate according to which the Land Tax is now àffeffed. It was 


orginany iftroduced during the Ufurpation of Cromwell, but was after. 
wards. more fully eftabliſhed'by an act of tlie Scotch/Convention, in 1667. 
In ſome cafes, the valuation taken during the government of the Protector, 
continues the rule; but in general, new valuations Have ſitice been taken, 
which have been occaſionally altered from time to time. The rents, how: 
ever, being eſtimated at a remote period, are certainly in general low. At 


| the ſame time, the proportional increaſed value, compared to that of Eng. 


land, would not have been conſiderable, had not ttt Agricultural 1 yſtem, 
and legal policy of Scotland, been infinitely more favourable to improve. 
ment than thoſe of her f ſter kingdom. | 
Col. 7th. In the next column, the Real Rent is ; ſeated in Sterling money, 
T know that ſome doubts are entertained, how far it is prudent to lay this 
information before the public, as if it were poſlible to alter that ſolemn 
compact between the two nations, by which their reſpective proportions ol 
the Land Tax were for ever aſcertained x. The fact, ROWE, 1 is, that on 
this 


* Nothing can be ſtronger or more ler than this Article. It is con- 
ceived in the following terms': 

Art. gth. That whenever the ſum of one million, nine hundred, nine- 
« ty-ſeven thouſand, ſeven hundred and fixty-three pounds, eight ſhillings 
« and fourperice halfpenny, ſhall be enacted by the Parliament of Great 
« Britain, to be raiſed in that part of the United Kingdom called England, 


on land and other things uſually charged in Acts of Parliament there, for 


« granting an aid to the Crown by a Land Tax: That part of the United 
« Kingdom now called Scotland, ſhall be charged by the ſame Act, with a 
« ſum of forty eight thouſand pounds, free of all charges, as the quota of 
Scotland to ſuch tax, and ſo proportionably for any greater or leſſer ſum 
« raiſed in England by any tax on land, and other things ufually charged 
6 together with the land; and that ſuch guota for Scotland, in the caſes 


« aforeſaid, be raiſed ànd collected in the ſame manner as the Ceſs now 


« is in Scotland; but ſubject to fuch regulations, in the manner of collec- 
* ting, as ſhall be made by the Parliament of Great Britain, 
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this head there is no ground for complaint on the part of England, or for 
apprehenſion on the part of Scotland. Let the Engliſh þaſs a general bill 
of incloſure ; let them modify tithes, ſo as to prevent their being 2 bar to 
improvement; let them reſtrain the poors rates within moderate bounds; 


let them aboliſh any obnoxious remnants of the feudal ſyſtem ; Tet them 


grant proper leaſes to their tenants, and let them demand an adequate in- 
come from their eſtates, and the land of England will ſoon be as cheaply 
taxed as that of Scotland. It is owing to the circumſtances above alluded 
to, that the rents of Scotland have proportionably increaſed more, under a!l 
the diſadvantages of an inferior ſoil, of an inferior climate, of an inferior ca- 
pital, and of inferior markets, Give England the ſame legal advantages 
which Scotland at preſent happily poſſeſſes, and its Agricultural proſperity 
would increaſe, in ſuch a ratio, that the Land Tax it is now ſubject to 
would not be felt. 

It is proper here to obſerve, that in many inſtances the C! lergy were re- 
ſtrained from giving any return of the Real Rent, from an apprehenſion of 
giving offence to their pariſhioners. Where that is the caſe, the real rent 
is computed, according to the proportion of the real to the valued rent, in 
thoſe pariſhes where a return of both has been made, and conſequently on 
data, that cannot, on the whole, be materially erroneous &. ; 

Col. sth. The next column relates to the Stipends of the Clergy, 
Their i income conſiſts, 1. Of Money ſtipend—2. Of Grain, comprehending 
various articles, as wheat, barley, bigg, or inferior barley, oats, and oat- 
meal—And, 3. The value of a glebe, which is not, in all caſes, of much uſe 
to the incumbent ; but inſtead of entering into all thoſe articles ſeparately, 
it was thought more adviſable to convert the whole into one ſum, and to 
ſtate the Income of each Miniſter in cumulo. To theſe ecclefiaftical ex- 
pences, there. is. to be added a ſum for communion-elements, i. e. for pur-, 
chaſing wine and bread when the Sacrament i is celebrated, which ſum, how- 

ever, 


— - 


* The real rents of Scotland might be very nearly known, by exa- 
mining the late proceſſes for augmenting the livings of the Clergy, where 
the rent of the pariſh is always mentioned, and from which few pariſhes 
have been exempted. About 40 years ago, the whole land rent of Scot- 
land was only computed to amount to L. 690,000 per annum. The increaſe 
is greatly owing to the higher price of grain, of cattle, and other agricultu- 
ral productions. It remains to be afcertained, by computing the value of 
money, in purchaſing the neceſſaries of life, and the labour of man, at va- 
rious periods, what the difference really is. 
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ever, does not, in every inſtance, pay the expence attending the celebration,, 
The amount will be ſeparately ſtated, when information ſufficiently accurate 
ean be obtained, 

The price of the grain will vary, in the different counties, according to the 
quality commonly raiſed in each. 

Col. gth. Scotland has long been celebrated for the attention paid to 
the education of its inhabitants, and it is believed to be the only kingdom in 
Europe, where a ſchool is eſtabliſhed by law in every pariſh, and where, for 
2 very inconſiderable ſum, the children of the pooreſt cottager may be 
taught to read and write, and even ſome of the higher branches of educa. 
tion.— The effects of this on ſociety will be an important ſubject of inqui- 
ry.—-It was judged extremely defirable, therefore, to aſcertain the number 
of Scholars in each diftrict.—-Where no returns were made, an aſteriſk is 
prefixed, and the number was computed, according to the population of the 
diſtrict, in proportion to that of other pariſhes, where the returns were com- 


_ plete, 


Col. roth. In the next column, there is an eſtimate of the legal Salaries 
paid to the Parochial Schoolmaſters,—Where no return has been made, an 
aſteriſk is placed, and the blank is filled up, according to the average of the 
other pariſhes. In addition to the legal ſalaries, the ſchoolmaſters have 
certain emoluments of a caſual nature, which will be ſeparately eſtima- 
ted; but altogether, they form an FP compenſation, for ſo uſeful a 
body of men. 

Col. 11th, The Number of the Poor in each pariſh is ſtated in this co- 
lumn. Where no return was made, an aſteriſk is alſo prefixed, and a com- 
putation is made, according to the average number of the poor, and of the 
population, in other pariſhes, whence returns have been rranſmitted. This 
column includes the occafional, as well as the inrolled permanent poor, as 
the Clergy have rarely made a diſtinction between them. 

Col. 12th. The management of the poor in Scotland, is one of the moſt 
curious and important particulars, connected with the Statiſtical Hiſtory of 
that country.— They are not only, in general, maintained by the voluntary 
contributions of the more opulent part of the inhabitants, but, from the care 
and frugality with which their funds have been managed, conſiderable ſums, 
compared to the money received, have been accumulated.— It was thought 
adviſable to give a general view of the fund thus created, which does fo 
much credit, both to the charitable diſpofition of the people, and to the pru- 


dent management of thoſe who have had the conduct of it. 


Col. 13th. This column contains the annual voluntary Collections, at 
the church doors of the different pariſhes, for the maintenance of the Poor. 
In ſome diſtricts in the ſouth of Scotland, the baneful ſyſtem of aflef- 


ments has been introduced. Where that is the caſe, that cixcumſtance will 
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de ſtated in a note,—The number of thoſe diſtricts have hitherto been very 
few, and it is hoped they will not be ſuffered to increaſe. 

Col. 14. In this column will be ſtated the Total Annual Income of the 
Poor, reſulting from the intereſt of their capital ſtock, the annual voluntary 
collections, the profit derived from the uſe of the pall or mort-cloth, which 
goes to the poor's fund, and the legal aſſeſſments, where any have taken 
place. In all the pariſhes there are voluntary collections, but in many in- 
ſtances, the returns made by the Clergy, ſtate merely the total income, with- 
out diſcriminating the particulars. 

This concludes the great maſs of information, which it is thought neceſſa. 
ry to put into the ſhape of Parochial Tables, 


It. COUNTY COMPUTATIONS. 


There are ſeveral particulars which it is thought better to endeavour to 
aſcertain, by County, inſtead of Parochial Computations.— Theſe relate, 
1. To the ſtate of the landed property in the county.—-2. To the manner in 
which it is employed. 3. To the number and value of the live-ſtock which 
it maintains.—4. To the amount of its agricultural productions, including 
timber,-5. To the productions of its manufactures and commerce.—6, To 
the value of its mines, fiſheries, and kelp.— And, laſtly, To the general ſtate 
of the diſtrict. 


1. State of Property.—It is of the utmoſt importance in every county, 
to aſcertain the manner in which its territories is poſſeſſed, whether by great 
or by ſmall proprietors, in what proportion by each, what is the total num- 
ber of proprietors ef land, what portion of the kingdom is held by cor- 
porations, and other points of a ſimilar nature. With that view, it is pro- 
poſed to give ſome account of the State of Taper! in each county, in re- 
1 to theſe particulars. : 


2. Mode of Occupation.—In many of the parochial returns, an account 
is given of the manner in which the territory of the diſtrict is employed. 
But without accurate ſurveys of each, the information could not he com- 
plete, and it is impoſſible to attempt this parochially. There are ſufficient 
data, however, for making calculations, regarding the ſtate of each county, 
in this important reſpect. 


3. Live Stock. — The number and value of the domeſtic animals main- 
tained in a country, is another object which it is deſirable to aſcertain, It 


conld not be expected, that an account of live ſtock would be made from 
every 


2 * e Co 4 Se 
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every pariſh, but, in general, the returns are ſufficiently numerous, to juſtify 
calculations on ſafe data, (ſuch as the rent of each), for the pariſhes from 
which no return of ſtock has been made. The value of the ſtock per head, 
it is evident, muſt vary, according to the price of the different ſorts in diffe. 
rent counties, 


4. Agricultural Produce.—This is another moſt important object of in. 
quiry, returns of which could not be expected from every individual pariſh, 
— There are three modes of eſtimating it.—1. By calculating the produce, 
according to the quantity of land ſuppoſed to he occupied for different pur. 
poſes, whether arable, paſture, &c.—2. By multiplying the real rent in any 
diſtri, according te the known proportions between the real rent and the 
produce, in any Particular pariſh whence a return has been made.—0r, 
3. By computing it according to the ſuppoſed conſumption of the inhahi- 
tants, deducting any articles imported.Calculations of Agricultural pro- 
dude are particularly eſſential, becauſe they will prove how infinitely ſupe. 
rior, in point of importance and extent, our Agricultural reſources arc to 
our commercial, a point hitherto little attended to, either in this country or 
on the continent, Hence the abſurd attempt of France to ruin this King. 
dom, by excluding its fhips from the ports of Europe. — That our foreign 
commerce is of great importance, cannot be queſtioned ; but, at the ſame 
time, it is proper to obſerve, that we draw as much real profit from agricul- 
ture in one year, as from commerce in five. 


5. Production of Manu factures and Commerce.-On this important 
head it will be difficult to give any ſatisfactory information.— In many re. 
ſpects, the accounts muſt neceſſarily be defective, and it is not eaſy to di. 
ſtinguiſh thoſe branches of commercial or manufacturing induſtry, which 
are properly ſpeaking dependent upon agriculture, from ſuch as are purely 
commercial. The latter indeed, ought, ſtrictly ſpeaking, to be confined to 
articles, the raw materials of which are imported from other countries, or 
which, when they are either manufaQtured here, or imported in a manu- 
factured ſtate, are again exported. —In this point of view, the productions 
of manufactures and commerce are not at all to be en in point oſ 
value and importance, to thoſe of agriculture. 


6. Mines, Fiſheries, and Kelp.— Theſe ſources of public wealth, being 


more of a local than of a general nature, are on that account joined toge- 


ther, and indeed will principally be taken notice of, when the general ſtate 
of the kingdom, in regard to theſe two important particulars, comes to be 
conſidered, 
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5. General County Statements.— It is propoſed, in the laſt place, to lay 
before the reader a general view of the ſtate of each County, exhibiting at 
one glance, a ſummary of thoſe articles, with regard to which, an active 
and public-ſpirited Stateſman, would be moſt anxious to procure informa- 


tion. 


It is impoſſible to expect, that all theſe particulars, whether regarding 
pariſhes or counties, can be given in ſo very exact a ſtate, as to eſcape the 
remarks of little critics, though it is believed that they will be ſufficiently 
correct, to anſwer every uſeful purpoſe of inquiry; and the foundation 
being once laid, there can be no doubt, that by perſeverance, and farther in- 
veſtigation, they may ultimately be brought to ſuch a tate of minute per- 
fection, as may be judged neceſſary by the public. 


III. GENERAL COMPUTATIONS. 


The great object of the Statiſtical Inquiry, was to accompliſh, what had 
hitherto never been even attempted, namely, to aſcertain the internal ſtruc- 
ture of Society. Various ingenions authors have perplexed themſelves and 
their readers, by puzzling themſelves about what they termed the productive 
and unproductive claſſes, without having ever analyſed the real ſtate of a po- 
litical community. By the aſſiſtance of the Clergy of Scotland, I have been 
enabled to reſolve a problem hitherto involved in myſtery. The various 
claſſes into which a ſociety, containing about 1,550,000 ſouls, 1s divided, 
the modes by which they reſpectively obtain their ſubſiſtence, and the 
means by which their condition may be improved, will be explained with a 
degree of preciſion hardly to be expected in a firſt attempt.—Information 
of that ſort, however, only becomes intereſting, in proportion to the ſcale 
on which it 4s given, and hence it ſeems more deſirable, to reſerve all diſcuſ- 
ſions concerning the claſſes of ſociety, or the diſtribution of a political com- 
munity, for thoſe general computations, which will be drawn up, when 
the general ſtate of the kingdom is explained, At the ſame time, as 
this Work may fall into the hands of numbers, who may not have an oppor- 
tunity of peruſing the general Statiſtical Account of Scotland, the curioſity 
of many readers will be gratified, by peruſing the following Table, tranſ- 
mitted by the Reverend Mr Morrice, the intelligent Miniſter of Kincardine 
O Niel. The nature of the various particulars will there appear, reſpecting 
which, returns from every diſtrict cannot be looked for, and conſequently, 
where general computations are greatly to be preferred. 
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| | N 
11 STATISTICAL TABLE or rut 
þ PARISH or KINCARDINE O'NEIL , COUNTY or ABERDEEN. 
4; LENGTH in Engliſh miles, — - 6 r 
1 | þ Breadth, | | - _ 5 - — - 5 
5 a | Number of Acres, calculated to be about 5 N 30,000 
1 Population, anno 1755, 6 . 5 f 1706 
i j | CT e : N „ 
1 Increaſe, - — . 0 E 369 
1 | Average of Births 3 
| 4 | of Deaths for fix years preceding 1591, | 35 
Wal. of Marriages | 15 
g 1 Inhabitants in towns, - II - E none, 
173 4 in villages, - - - — 100 
5 in the country, . - „„ 
Number of Males, 1 8 $f . $93 
Females, - . . - 1187 
Perſons under 10 years ef age, - 417 
between 10 and 20, - - 297 
— -- 20 and 50, - * 780 
— — 50 and 70, - 465 
— 70 and 80, — "6 
= -- $9 and go, - - 34 
— -- 90 and 100, — 5 none. 
above 100, - . . none, 
Families, - Ty - - 500 
Houſes inhabited, - - — 500 
Ditto uninhabited, - —m - none. 
New Houſes built within theſe 10 years, 5 76 
Old ditto pulled down, - - - 63 
Married perſons, - — 800 
Children, at an average, from each marriage, 5 
Twins, &c. born in the pariſh for the laſt ten years, 20 
Batchelors, or unmarried men above fifty, - 12 
Unmarried women above forty-five, - . 69 
Number 


* It is believed, that properly, it ſhould be written, Kincardine on the 
Neal, or Nule, a ſmall burn or rivulet which runs near the church. 


100 
1975 


1182 
417 
297 


60 
Number 


— 


line on the 
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Numher of Widowers, — — - . 
Widows, - - - 8 
Members of the Eſtabliſned Church, vi 
Seceders, - - EE 8 

Roman Catholics, - ; . 
Epiſcopalians, - - . 
Males born out of the pariſh, 3 finais 
Females ditto, 5 F 4 
Perſons born abroad, 8 
— in England, — - 

in Ireland, 6 4 

. in the Colonies, EG 
Proprietors reſiding, - - i 

non- reſiding, 885 þ 
Clergymen, . 4 1 
Merchants, P A 
Phyſicians, - 2 "SS 
Surgeons, - - - 
Writers or Attornies, 5 6 6 
Schoolmaſters, (parochial) 975 6 
Farmers above L. 30 per aunum, — - 
Ditto under L. 50, - - - 
Shopkeepers, - ” - 
Innkeepers, - - 5 
Smiths, 1 
Maſons, - - 0 
Carpenters, m 
Weavers, 5 7 : 

Shoemakers, - - - 
Tailors, 5 > - 4 
Butchers, . . > f 
Millers, 5 9 3 
Bakers, . - f 
Gardeners, 5 a 8 
Male domeſtic ſervants, 5 > 
Female ditto, . - . 
Male farm ſervants, - - - 

Female ditto, 5 9 5 
Dyers and other occupations by which perſons un; 

a livelihood in the pariſh, - 
Poor, A 1 A . 
Capital of their funds, . . 
Annual income, 5 95 - 


Vor. XX, | m 


uncertain, 
uncertain. 


none, 

3 
none. 
none. 


L. 49 
L. 10 


Number 
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Number of Young perſons taught Engliſh, Writing, &c. oY 
56 
the parochial ſchool *, . - | 
Latin, — A A „ 
Greek, > - . none, 
At the Univerſity, p . _ 1 
Ships, - - - 
Small veſſels, 26:75) P 6 
Boats, . n a 
| done 
Seamen, 4 A 
Fiſhermen, - Fa 
Perſons ſerving in the Navy, . the laſt 8285 
Ditto in the Army, - - < 90 


Average of Perſons, who have ſettled in the i. . MF | * 


laſt 5 or ro years, - - 


Ditto who have emigrated from it, - . 6; 
Gentlemen's Carriages, - - none. 

Carts, - . - - 7¹ 

Ploughs, . - - - 110 

ö L. . 0 

Valued rent, in Scotch money, - 3675 13 4 
Real rent, anno Lay in Sterling, 3 - - 1225 0 0 
anno 1791 - 5 1874 0 0 

Rents ſpent in the pariſh, . — 1234 0 0 
Value of articles exported, - — 5 600 0 0 
Ditto imported, - q - 400 © ! 


VALUE OF STOCK. 


Number of Draught horſes 130, valued at L. 5 o © each Total 650 00 


Saddle & carriage horſes, none, O © © — 009 
Beſt cattle, 600, «= - 500 — 3000 00 
Inferior ditto, 1200, - 300 — 3600 00 
Beſt ſheep, none, 2 000 — o 00 
Inferior ditto, 3000, - O50, — 750 00 
Swine, 30, . 190 — 120 00 
Goats, Deer, &c. none, 000 — o 00 
Total value of ſtock, — L. 8 120 00 
a — 
The above was the value in 1791; it has ſiuce greatly increaſed. 
ANNUA 


— 1 
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ANNUAL PRODUCE. 


7 


done 


Annual produce of Gardens 


Number of Produce | Price per 
CROPS. acres un- [per Acre. Boll. 
er each. | BOLLS, I. s. D. 
Dat, 4500 3 © 10 © 
Bear, = $00 4 o 12 © 
Barley, - none. 
heat, - none. 
Deans, - none. 
"eas, - 20 * O 10 © 
Potatoes, * 50 12 8 80 
lax, - no return. | 
urnips, I 60 
STONES. po STONE. 
eadow hay, 
or natural : none, 
graſz, | ; 
own graſs, | 50 4300 f 60 O 6 


— . Orchards, none, 


Toal Value of Annual Produce, 


Woods and Plantations 
— Fiſheries, none, 
Mines, none, 


'otal Price 
per Acre. 
6 


120 © 
1 8: © 


7.10 © 


aſture, at L. 1 per horſe ; 15 8. per cow; and 3s. per ſheep. 


xcix 


otal. Total valve. 
produce. 

BOLLS r. 8. . 
13,280} 6,900 o © | 
3,00 1, 920 © © 

| 
60 30 0 014 
600] 280 © 0 
480 0 of. 
STONES 
„ 
150, 00 375 0 0 
1,930 © © 
60 © © 
- 8000 
| 
L. 12,015 © of 


O 


A number of returns in detail, equally curious and important as that of 


Kincardine O'Niel, are diſperſed through the Statiſtical Volumes. — Theſe 


al 650 00 
O 009 
3000 o 
3600 00 
o 00 
759 0 
120 00 

o 00 


— — 


L. 8 120 00 
—— 
d 


ANNUAL 


—— 


will furniſh ſufficient data, on which the general ſtate and ſtructure of ſo- 

ciety, in the northern part of the iſland, may be aſcertained. But they con- 

tain ſuch a number of particulars, that few readers would have patience 

| to go through them, were they multiplied over a thouſand diſtricts, | 
I have thus laid before the reader, a general view, of ſome, among many 

other important articles of information, which the Statiſtical Account of 
Scotland affords, and which it would be in vain to ſearch for in any former 
publication.—Poſleſſed of ſuch a baits, on which to ground their reaſoning, 
er their conduct, with. what advantage will not future political authors ex- 
plain the principles of policy, and future ſtateſmen direct the adminiſtration 
of public affairs: May theſe labours have the effect of rendering the rulers 
of nations wiſe, and thoſe whom they govern happy ! May they be the 
means of promoting the intereſts, not only of this, or of that community, 
but of the ſpecies at large! And may the doctrines thence to be inculca- 


ted, be from time to time improved, until the principles on which political 


lociety ought to be founded, will ultimately reach their utmoſt ſtandard 


perfection, 


of 


I ſhall now proceed to give ſome Tables of Aberdeenſhire, by way of 
ſpecimen how ſuch a work ought to be drawn up. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE * of the 


2 4. 6. 
| Popu- 
a PFopu-1 nan In- Valued rent, 
Pariſh, Vol. Page.] lation r79c. 8 Seotch money] 
9 
1797. 
| . 
Aberdeen, Old, 
or Old Machar, þ XIX. 140] 4945] 81070 3162 5747 
2 miniſters f 
Aberdeen New, 
uding Foot- 
— 8 Firtie, Lax 140] 10485| 161200 5335 OT 
4 miniſters 
Aberdour XII. 575] 1399] 1306] — 1963 6 8 
Aboyne XIX. 296] 16950 105800 — 2005 8 10 
Alford - XV. 447] 9900 663 — 3126 12 8 
Auchindore XII. 400 - $39] 590 — 1322 11 4 
Auchterleſs XII. 300 1264 1 31653 6 8 
Belhelvie VII. 215] 1471] 131800 — 4463 6 8 
Birſe — IX. 103] 1126] 1300) 174 3139 8 4 
Bourty IX. 4344 525 456] — 2591 © © 
Cabrach VII. 361] 960 7000 — 454 2 10 
Cairny „ XII. 1277 26900 2600] — 3610 17 0 
Chapel of Garioch XI. 5000 1351] 103580 — 4733 13 4 
Clatt VIII. 535 559 4280 — 1278 4 4 
. Clunie X. 235] 994 $85] — 2333 6 8 
Coldſtone, Logie IX. 5100 1243] 1132] — 2783 0 0 
Coull III. 198] 751] 760 — 1832 2 
Crathie & Braemarr XIV. 3344 2691] 2251] — 3547 8 
Crimond XI. 409 765] 917 152 2172 4 
. Cruden V. 431] 2540 2028] — $314 16 4 
Culſalmond III. 240] B81oÞ 74560 — 2100 0 
Cuſhnie, (which | 
is now annex- | 
ed to Leo- | 
chel) IV. 173—.— — 923 6 
Daviot VI. 85] 975] 95000 — 2270 0 
Deer, New IX. 184 2313] 2800[ 487 $159 8 
Deer, Old XVI. 409] 2813] 3267 454 6127 8 
Drumblade IV. 52] 1125] $85] —— 3066 4 
Drumoak III. 315 7600 692] — 1000 0 
Dyce - III. 1300 383] 3527 — 1706 4 
Echt XIII. 615] 1299] 963 — 2364 0 
„ Ellon 5 III. 98 2523 1830 — 8953 8 
Fintray III. 2360 905] 85116 — 3007 4 
Forbes - XI. 1890 456 3701 — 1166 4 
Forgue XII. 279] 1882] 1998] — 3930 8 
Foveran VI. 62] 19870 1230] — 492 2 
. Fraferburgh VI. J 1682] 2060 378 300⁰ 0 | 
Fyvie IX. 459] 2528] 21944 — 6145 8 
Gartley XI. 138] 13280 180% 472 1040 0 
Glaſs - VII. 399} 1999k mo — 1800 © 
Glenbucket XIX. 607] 4300 449}, 19 785 0 
40. Llenmuick, &. 2270) 2117] — 3384 16 8 
For the labour of drawing up this intereſting Table, and much valuable af 


ance of the fame nature, I feel myſzl; infinitel) indebte d to Mr John Wood ol tit 
x ciſe Office, Edinburgh. 
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Cl 
COUNTY of ABERDEEN, by PARISHES, 
8. 9. . 12. 13. 14. 
| Mini ; Total annual 
Miniſter's | No. | Capital | 
Stipend, &c. of Total w dag of the Annual Col Iinο]e of the 
of the School ber of 1 Poor, includ- 
the grain con- Scho. es Poor, | Poor's lections. ing coll 
verted. lars. : Funds. . 97 
4 1 OO „ „ e 
o | 
12 1 8 240/265 © © 102 12 * 165 17 © 
126 0 01 — — 4814 — POST 829 0 0 
126 © All | | 
126 O o 
126 © 0! 
g 6219 © $7] #14 o 030050 O o 12 10 © 20 © 0 
10 #350 0 08 #*35| *14 O O *30 — #20 o 0 
$ 97 9 4 160 17 10 6 15200 o of 8 1 9 15 18 o 
4 65 7 * 258 916 1 111 40 0 of 8 o © It 0 © 
0 108 10 0] 24] 21 12 2 | 24120 0 29 o o 34 8 o 
8 it 0 © 16 0 0 3800 o 34 5 6 4411 6 
4 105 11 64] 110] 10 © © | 651800 0 o0|12 0 o 50 0 © 
0 ot © Hi „„ 23.0]. 8100 0 0 8 9 © 12 I9 0 
10 $4 15 6 300 1 7 i 6 so O O 2 0 0 410 0 
0 11813 4 9 ao © 60 — *40 0 0 
4 119 74 01... 4%. 18.6. 6 35,4406 0 o 18 0 © 35. 6 of 
4 75 25 © 119 4 10 — 6 3 0 8 5 6 
g 107 7 5| Go #14 o O 14 70 010 o © 13 © © 
0 133 1 2 8 13 1 1 2% 01% 0 0 10 10 o 
2 97 9 4 24 9 7 8 8138 0 01 4 10 © 6 0 0 
8 8 10 11 17 Ioofi2s5 o of is o © . 
4 109 4 57 22 . 2150 © O10 19 o 20 5 0 
4 126 3 13 36 9 5 6 1 631130 o of 30 0 o 45 0 o 
0 7112 © 36 a 4 O 12 20 O ©] 13 I5 6 . 
01 — — — —— — — — — — 
0 ie '©-D 5} 80 0 0 9 o 12 16 © 
9 126 6 8 4 10 8 103] 520 o of 40 © © $0--9..:.0 
8 15100 0 30-40 13 0}. s 6 04 50-0 © 1100-8 0 
4 67 15. 8] 430 *14 0 © I2 —ů — 24 10 5 
0 105.43 4 22] 18 13 17 18128 8 10313 0 0 21 12 © 
4 702. 21: dic 12-12 % 30 0 }-$-10 0 11 0 o 
ol 3 107 8 ii s 280200 0 0 | 11 6 0 23 6 0 
8 [#474 139 10 © | * 18 11 13 gohzoo oO 0 |—————| 43 0 © 
4 7 7 8 © 30 16 14 13 100 20 © © | 10 10 © 18 6 © 
4 | % 60 I2 © 30] #14 © © 6] 25 © o 3 35 
9 [59 1% 1 191 25] 18 6 7  26|158 7 24 23 19 53] 46 9 94 
24 136 18 0 300 21 171 12] 4253 O 26 o 04] 41 0 0 
o 10 29 T 1. 40% 26 12 7 380225 1 13/36 o 0 63 0 
8 |: 19-22 e 30Þ 16” 0 43 „ 
o | i 9%. 0-0]: xoof----13-..6 6 300 200 o 17 o © 23 3 9 
o |. 4. 6 8 nn s © 400/150 oh 0 7 10 0 15 0 © 
o| 10 0 0 20 9 0 20 o OI 3 o 0 41 0 04 
8 16 OL myrrh . 


Appendix. 


STATISTICAL TABLE of the 
5 | 2. 3. 1 6. | 
— : 2 : 
: Popu- | lation | fn. De. Valued dert Ih 
os NG . 3 3 creaſe, | ereaſe. Scotch — i 
1797- | 
T. 4 4 
Huntly XI. 467] 1% 3600 1700] — 30% 0 0 
Inſch ''s XVII. 48:1] ogogs| goo] — 95] 2168 13 4 
Inverury - VII. 331] 930] 732 2] — 1634 0 6 
Keig - XI. 455] 49g} 475 — 24] 1575 11 4% 
45. Keithhall - II. 527] 1111 $838] — 273] 2907 15 8[y 
Kemnay - XII. 199] 643 29 — 32] 1604 © o 
Kildrummie XVIII. 411 562 426 136 1051 13 4 
Kincardine O'Niel VI. 55] 1706] 2095] 36900 — 3675 13 4/1 
King Edward XI. 398 1352] 1577] 225 — 4099 6 8 
50. Kinnellar - III. 496 398 342 — 56 920 15 616 
Kinnethment XIII. .66] 791 830 39] — 1187) 13 4 
e ; : XIII. 81 973] 812] — 161 1637 17 200 
clu- | 
"I Ck $ VI. 212] 1286] 642 —— 644 1598 13 4% 
Leſlie - VIII. 511 529 418 99 — 1566 6 8| 
85. Logie Buchan IV. 421] 5751 50900 — 66] 3751 13 4[n 
Longſide XV. 282] 1979 1792 187] 4592 11 on 
Lonmay - XVI. 631] 1674] 16500 — 24 3367 11 6|u 
Lumphanan VI. 382] 682] 621 — 61] 2082 6 $| 1 
Machar, New VI. 465] 1191] 10300 ——| 161] 2454 © 0 
60. Meldrum, Old XIII. 153] 1603] 1490] ——| 113] 1850 © offy 
Methlick IV. 320] 1385 1035] — 330 2700 0 oe 
Midmarr - II. 516] 979 9450 — 341 2387 © © 
Montquhitter VI. 121] 997] 100 503 — 2275 10 101 
Monymuſk III. 66] 1cos| 1130[0[ 125] — 2543 O fn 
65. Newhills - VI. 344 959] I18S1| 222} — 1313 6 8 
Oyne - XV. 105] 643 630] —— 13] 2300 13 4 
Peterculter XVI. 3580 755] 1 24% — 2613 13 4% 
Peterhead - XVI. 541] 2487] 4700 1613] — 4525 11 8K 
Pitſligo - V. g6| 1224] 1300 76] ——| 2400 © f 
70. Premnay - XVI. 637] 4480 450 2] — | 1878 o on 
Rathen — VI. 15| 1527 1730 203] — 3520 
Rayne — XV. 110] 1131] 1173 42] — 2543 13 4% 
Rhynie and Efley XIX. 2898 $36] 681 155 1702 19 97 
Skene - IV. 57 12510 1233] — 18 2500 6 8 
75. Slains - V. 275 12860 111700 — 169 23834 9 © 
Strathdon - XIII. 191] 1750 1524] — 226 3039 1 618 
Strichen VII. 416} 1158] 1400 242 ——| 1875 0.9 
Tarland - VI. 222|  1300| 1050] — 250 3035 10 2 
Tarvas . V. zog 2346] 1690] — 656| 4880 © 0[2 
80. Tillyneſsle IV. 27 3350 412 77 1010 13 4 
; Tough - VIII. 261 570 560 — 100 1670 14 © 
Towie - IV. 547] 656] 5500 ——| 106, 1475 7 *|* 
Turreff - XVII. 394| 1897] 2029] 132] — 5759 2 1910 
Tyrie - VL. 138] $96] g49] 353] —| 1539 2 eff 
85. Udny - IV. 1560. 1421 1137 — [ 185 8831 - 0018 
1683661229211 16964} 10819 
| 1168360 10819 
Increaſe, | 6085) 6085 
New Aberdeen Salmon-fiſhings, - 433 6 dil 
Kirklands, = - - 2216 13 45 
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COUNTY of ABERDEEN, by PARISHES. 


6. 8. 9. | IRS + 12. 1883. 14. 
- ae : Total annual | 

ider | No. Total income Num- Capital | on of the 
led rent, | ptipend, Ec. 2 of the School- ber o mo of the agua at Poor, includ- 
ch money fe grain con. Scho. maſter. e * ing collec- 

erted. lars. Funds. | a 

-& © 4. L . . L. „ L. . d Lt. d. 
yo 0 0 17 1 8| rd 40 o of 50238 10 620 o o 30 14 2 
58 13 4 121 5 © 15 7.15. © $1120 0 011 10 of 19 5 0 
34 0 0 86 4 8 4c 18 6 8 16] 60 © o | 14 0 o 14 0 o 
75 11 4 $4 10 0 30] *®#14 o o 10] 70 © © | 6 10 o 1e 8 8 
57 15 n 2 557] *28] 4 o o 300 50 © 0 6 oo o 18 5 o 
54 0 © 68 5 8 *20 3 & © 241100 © © |11 0 o 18 0 0 
51 13 4 7518 2| 20] *14 0 © — „ 400 
15 13 4 126 13 8 6] 10 oof 33 4% © 010 0] 12 © — 
29 8 13010 © 30 22 © © 37380 0 o [| 18 © o 42 15 0 
0 1: 5 7 97 300 *14 o o 460 0 0] 5 o o 8 0 o 
[7 13 4 130 15 134 25 12 7 97 144 50 0 0 [18 4 © 20 14 0 
7 17 2114 10 6 gol. to 12 © 1740 0:0 [15.15 ᷣ o 20 5 9 
8 13 4 %o O o] #*2| 1 x 122 8 11 19] 8 © of 14 2 of 
56 6 85 $2 8 6 200 *#14 o © 540 © 06 0.0 11 16 9 
51 13 4% 118 o $] 25] 14 10 © 0 12 0 o 13 10 0 
2 11 0 143 8 © 30 14 7 6 400130 o 0 [7 8 5 26 6 5 
57 11 6 u 14119 4 4 12 16 $ 200 20 © 028 0 o 28 © 0 
2 6 $\ 96 3 © 300 #14 O of 10 28 0 410 © 4 10 © 
4 © 0| 18297 4 o 4N 14 15 7 1x5} 75. 0.0. [x9 o 0 20 7 6 
50 © oft 121 12 © 4 30 © 0 e 40 0 o 
0 o 0 6713 2 20 *#I4 © © 3613388 6 8 20 o o 36 0 o 
7 0 o 13411 4 25 10 10 Of 2Wojr17 © 0 [14 o © | 2417 © 
75 10 10 18 0 © 50 20 11 1H 330200 © 0 37 18 © | 55 8 0 
3 0 0 „„ 778 0 0 |. 4519 © 
3 6 8 1490 4 82] 3o| '15 6 8 24 80 o 0 [18 o © 25 0 © 
0 13 4 73 11 0 ag 11 2 6 9 20 0 0 610 of 7 10 „ 
3 119 16 of 6c 12 o 10] z3chiqo o o 243 o of 32-0 of 
25 11 $ 122 6 8 287 35 o o 80 90 o o0|66 o o 70 0 
0 0 0 123 2 4 zo] 20 0 © 360100 o o 22 0 0 27 0  O] 
78 O0 0 * 0 *1 5 * 14 EF: Oo Ty pins con ans — — * 426 83 | 
0 0 0 $ 20 114 0 0 51150 o 0 24 © o 33 40 0 
43 13 400 4 0 *40] *14 o © acl go 0 0 [16 o of 20. 0 0 
22 19 011 4 103 * 20 * 14 oO o * 18 15 o o 8 oO o 13 0 0 
0 6 b fen 7 0 15 8 8 221130 0 0 [15 18 5 *7 9 31 
34 2 © 8 40 13 12 © 26. — 118 4 of 20 0 
9 1 60% ioc IT 190 O 4chroo 0 0 10 o 6 20 0 0 
3 0446 * 14 © © 3040 o o [24 o o 30 0 0 
35 10 318, © 30] *14 o © 20.23- 06 07 $:0 0 9 0 . 0 
o o 0[9 I $2 1290-.0 444 r0O o o 30 3 2 $53 9-53 
0 13 4 CCC. 640 0 0 | 4 10 0 6 10 0 
0 14 © 34-26-42; 6-5 $154 0 0] 6 o 8 14 © 
S o 300 #14 0 17/0 G 7 o o 13 10 0 
z9 2 10g oO] 30 T1 10 © zan20..0:-0.133 1.41} 58 6 of 
j0:'0 8 $7]... 24 14 12 © | 3zo[54 10 o-F14-10 $f 15 15 3 
1 SL 2 % zee o o 4 0 6 34 0 © 
33 
16 13 4 
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OBHſervations on the preceding Table, 


The total of the firſt column is 85 pariſhes or diſtricts, having 89 Min, 
ters : The pariſh of Cuſhnie having been lately annexed to that of Leochel, 
the number is now reduced to 84 diſtricts, and 88 Miniſters. 


The total of the ſecond column, or population in 1755, 116,836 
The total of the third column, or population in 1990-7, 122,21 
Increaſe, ; - = 8 6,08; 


The increaſe on the whole, column fourth, « 
The decreaſe on the whole, column fifth, > 


22 


Increaſe, | =" "val 


Tt is here to be obſerved, that though part of the pariſhes of Cairny and 
Cabrach, lies in Banft-ſhire, and part of the pariſh of Drumoak, in the 
county of Kincardine, the whole population of each of theſe pariſhes i; 
ſet down in the Table, from the difficulty of apportioning the number 
of inhabitants to each reſpective county, therefore the real population of 
the county of Aberdeen is ſomewhat leſs than above ſtated. 

The increaſe has almoſt excluſively taken place in Aberdeen, Peterhead, 
Huntly, Fraſerburgh, and the other towns, whilſt it would appear, that the 
population of moſt of the country pariſhes has diminiſhed, The number 
ol inhabitants of the towns is about 29,833, viz. 


Aberdeen, New Town, 16120; Old Town, 151 33 ? : 2600 
Gilcomſtone, 2234; * Total, | 
Peterhead, * - „„ "el 
Huntly, about —_ . — [> 5 1700 
Fraſerburgh, - - - - | 1000 
Old Meldrum, . - 5 0 1 753 
Turreff, - - - os SE . 701 
_ Cumineſtown, = — 2 2 404 
Inverury, (a royal borough), about „3 400 
Kintore, (ditto), 5 4 5 e 


! 


7 2 9 3 | | 27833 


—ů— — 


Total in towns, 


The valuation or valued rent of the county of Aberdeen, column ſixib, 
as entered in the records of the Court of Exchequer, is L. 235,665 : 8 1 
Scotch, or L. 19,638 : b 82.2. Sterling. 
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Column 7th. The real rent of the pariſhes that have ſent returns being 
in the proportion of L. 52, 10s. Sterling to each L. 100 Scotch of va- 
Ined rent; the real rent of the other pariſhes is therefore computed in the 
ſame proportion, and marked with an aſteriſk. The rent of the pariſhes 
of Old Machar and Newhills, diſtricts particularly cireumſtanced, is re- 
turned at L, 13,500 Sterling. Proceeding on theſe principles, it appears, 
that the total land rent of the county, including that of the ſalmon-fiſhings 


on Dee, eſtimated at L. 940, amounts to - - L. 133,632 
Add Don fiſhings, - - - 1500 
Foveran, Peterhead, and Ellon fiſhings, = 400 
Granite quarries at Grandholm, - © pena 80 
Millſtone quarries in Aberdour pariſh, - 8 40 
Houſes in Aberdeen, — @ 15,500 
Houſes in the other towns and villages, * 4000 

L. 185, 152 


This rent, conſiderable as it is, compared with the old valuation, it is ho- 
ped will fall far ſhort of the ſum which this extenſide and induſtrious coun- 
ty will reach in a ſhort period: and it is to be obſerved, that in ſome pa- 
riſhes, the grain or victual-rent, has been ſtated at the rate of only 10s. the 
boll, a ſum below the actual converſion. | . 

Column 8th. The total income of the Clergy in this county, converting 
the bear and barley, at 15s. ; the oats and oatmeal, at 12s.; and the malt, 
at 17 8. 6d. the boll; and computing moderately the ſtipends of three pa- 
riſhes that made no returns, amounts to L. 9173: 8: 5; which divided by 
28, the number of Miniſters, gives an average of L. 104, 8 s. to each Cler. 
gyman. In this is included the value of the glebes, amounting, on an ave. 
rage, to L. 6, 10s. each; and the allowance for communion-elements, 
which varies from L.1:6:8 to L. 10, and averages L. 4, 12 5. 

The eccleſiaſtical benefice of the pariſh of Newhills, in this county, i: 
of a ſingular deſcription : George Davidſon of Pettans, a burgeſs of Aher- 
deen, having, in 1663, mortified the lands of Capelhills, for the maintenance 
of the Miniſter of that pariſh. Theſe lands, conſiſting of 553 acres, of 
arable, paſture, and moor ground, having a privilege of moſs and paſturage, 
worth altogether at preſent L. 140 per annum, is poſſeſſed by the Miniſter 
of Newhills for the time being, and conſtitutes the whole of his living, ex- 
cept an allowance of about L. 7 for communion-elements, 

Column gth. The proportion of ſcholars to the whole inhabitants of the 
pariſhes that have made returns, being nearly as 1 to 309, the number is 
computed after that proportion in the other pariſhes; and the total number 


Vor, XX. = of 
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of ſcholars in Aberdeenſhire, excluſive of Old and * Aberdeen pariſhez, 
will be found to amount to 2941. 

Column roth. The total income of the carockial ſchoolmaſters of A. 
berdeenſhire, (Old and New Aberdeen not included), computing each 
of the deficient pariſhes at L. 14, amounts to L.1224:2:9, or nearly 
L. 15 each. The emoluments of the parochial ſchoolmaſters ariſe from, iſt, 
Ihe legal ſalary, varying from L. 2, 10 8. to L. 12, average L. 6, 14. 2d, 
An allowance for acting as ſeſſion- elerk and precentor, with fees for ma- 
king entries in, and extracts from, the pariſh regiſters and ſeffion records. 
And, zdly, The fees ſor teaching, which are extremely moderate, being on- 
ly from 1 8. 6 d. to 25. a quarter, for each ſcholar, taught Engliſh and wri. 
ting; the average of the two laſt is L. 8, 15 5. It cannot fail of being 
obſerved, that their whole emoluments amount to a ſum too ſmall to enable 
the ſchoolmaſters to live with any degree of ſatisfaction or comfort. 


Column 11th. The number of poor in the country pariſhes in Aber- 


deenſhire, is 2318; in New Aberdeen, 481; and in Old Aberdeen, 240; 


in all, 3039: * in the 3 of about 1 in every 40 of the inkabi- 
tants. 


The total of column 12th, being the capital of the poor's funds, amounts, 
in the country pariſhes, to L. 9866: 5: 6; and in Old Aberdeen, to 
L. 1265; making in all L. 11,131: 5: 6. | 

Column 13th. Ihe collections in 76 country pariſhes, amounts to 
L. 1288, 13 8.; and in Old Aberdeen, to L. 102, 12 8.: in all L. 1391, 58.; 


and this ſum does not include the collections in New Aberdeen, and in the 
other country pariſhes, which muſt be in proportion. 


Column 14th. The total income of the poor in this county, is L. 3062, 
6 5. 74 d.; making an average of about L. 1 for each pauper, which is cer- 


tainly maintaining the poor at a very ſmall expence. The profits of the 
2all or mort-cloth are included in this column. | 


Theſe additional remarks will ſuffice on the parochial Tables, 


COUNTY COMPUTATIONS. 


We ſuall now proceed to the articles which it is propoſed to conſider, 
aot by pariſhes, but by counties. 


I. State of Property. 


A particular account was obtained of the ſtate of the property in this 
county, the number of proprietors, and the extent of property held by each; 
ut it was not thought necellary to enter into the detail of thoſe particu- 
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wiſhez, | | | 
lars, many proprietors not wiſhing to have information df that nature dit 
| of A. cloſed to the public. It is therefore propoſed to confine - the following 
g each ſtatement to general particulars. 
nearly The following 1s a general view of this ſtate of property in Aberdeen. 
m, Iſt, ſhire. 
þo 2d, 
or ma- No. | 
ecordy, ropri-¶ Total of their va- Total in 
"RR Claſſes Nature of each Claſs, tors inſluation in Scotch Sterling 
8 1 ach money. money. 
d wri. claſs, 
F being — — * — c —— — J ö — — — 
enable \ . d. L. 
Claſs x, | Above L. 2000 Scotch of 
x valued rent, which in this 
 Aber- county is equal to L. 1133, 
„ 240; 6s. 8 d. Sterling. (The 
ind bi. largeſt eſtate is rated at 
Wor L. 21, 566: 15: 11 Scotch, 
| or L. 12,220 Sterling ; 
nounts, and has lately been aug- 
en-to mented by new purcha- 
8 ſes,) 4 . 27 [121,039 3 288 68,680 
2. From L. 2000 to L. 1000 | 
nts to Scotch, or from L. 1133, 
I, $5.; 6 8. 8 d. to L. 566: 1105 4 | h 
f he Sterling, - 30 {| 49,575. 9-3 | 23,000 
* 3. From L. 1000 to 'E 400 | 
Scotch, or from L. 566, 
3062, 138. 4 d. to L. 326, 138. 
2 4 d. Sterling, < 72 45,268 8 510 25,700 
8 4. From L. 400 to L. 200 | 
of the Scotch, or from L 226, | 
138. 4 d. to L. 1136: 
1 Sterling, 5 - 42 12,223 0 2 | 6,650 
5, From L. 200 to L. 100 
| Scotch, or from L. 113, 
6s. 8 d. to L. 56: i Fm = | 
Sterling, = - 2l 4,218 14 11rt} 2 ooh 
6, | Under L. 100 Scoteb, or 
L. 56: 14: 4 Sterling. 45. 3,535 17 1 2, c 
FE 7. | Hoſpital and kirk lands, or | 
niider, lands belonging to cor- 
\ porations, - . | $8,304 15 Oo 5,00 
Total, 235,668 8 A1 
in this It is proper to remark, that the above ſum of L. 133, 630 is, roſs rent, ſrom 
each; Which there are a variety of heavy deductions; * AS, I. The  exjence of collec- 
articu- tion; 2. The riſk of loſs from the inſolvency of tenants ; 3. The expence of 
lars, fupporting the tenants in bad ſeaſons, when, inſtead of receiving rent, it is 


often 
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often neceſſary to maintain the ſmall farmers and their families; 4. Eceleß- 
aſtical expences, not only the Miniſters ſtipend, and the ſum allowed for 
communion- elements, but alfo the expence of building and keeping in re. 
pair the church and manſe, and the offices connected therewith, which, like 
all other public buildings, are twice as expenſive as any other; 5. The. ſa- 
lary of the ſchoolmaſter, and the expence of repairing his houſe; laſtly, 
The land-tax, houſe, and window tax, and other impoſitions of a public nz. 
ture, as that for raiſing men, &c. All theſe charges being deducted, it is 
probable that the real free rent to the proprietors, would not much exceed 
two-thirds of the groſs rent above mentioned, or L. $9,080; and the other 
one - third, or L. 44,550, may be the amount of the deductions. Both toge. 
ther make 3s. $Fd. of average rent, per Engliſh acre, over the whole 
county. 


The particulars of the ſeventh claſs, or lands belonging to corporations, it 


may be proper to detail more fully. Scotch money. 
Town of Aberdeen, . - - L. 2900 1 2 
Biſhoprick of Aberdeen, — - 1666 13 4 
Merchant Maiden Hoſpital, Edinburgh, - - I132 5 © 
King's College, Aberdeen, = - 944 19 4 
Gordon's Hoſpital, Aberdeen, - „ M4 2 3 4 
Town of Old Aberdeen, . - - 469 8 10 
Parſonage of Turreff, 5 5 Fe 300 © © 
Shipmaſters of Aberdeen, > {ON 266 13 4 
Dyers of Aberdeen, - - - 252 6 8 
Archbiſhoprick of St Andrews, — - 150 0 0 
Parſonage of Auchterleſs, 3 100 © © 
Feuers of Turreff, - — 100 © © 
Tailors of Aberdeen, = - 8 14 0 
L. 8804 15 0 


Above L. 66,000 Scotch of valued rent, or property equal to L. 36,850 
in Sterling money of real rent, is ſubject to the ſtrict fetters of a Scotch 
entail. It is ſuppoſed, that about one half of the rents of the county be- 
long to perſons who do not reſide in it, and are ſpent in other parts of the 


kingdom. 


IT. Mode of Orcupatich. 


Without an actual ſurvey, it is evident that this can only be the ſub- 
ject of rather looſe and general computation, the returns from the pariſhes 


in general having been extremely imperfect. It is probable, however, from 
| 2 * the 
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cix 


the beſt calculations that it is poſſible to make, on ſud data as could be 


procured, that the following is pretty near the trath; 


| Scotch | Engliſh' 

Acres. Acres. 

| | 

1. In- field, or land in complete cultivation, and al- | | 
ways under crops of grain, green crops, or artifi- | b | 
cial graſs, - - - 90,000 |] 112, 500 
2. Out-field, or land only occaflonally tilled, and then | | 
left ley; land of this deſcription in tillage, ſup-| |} | 
poſe 100,000 acres, ley 100,000 alſo. Total, 200,000 | 250,000, 
3. Paſture land never tilled, but capable of improve- | 1 
ment, - - - - 74,000 | 92, 500 
4. Waſte lands, commonly called moor and moſs, - | 153,000 | 191,300 ] 
5. Natural woods, and foreſts, - . 30,000 | 37,500 | 
| 6. Plantations, - - 3 28,000 | 35.00 

Total, $75,000 | 718,800 


From this general view of the manner in which the lands in Aherdeen- 
ſhire is employed, it will appear, what immenſe ſcope there is for improve- 
ment. Perhaps, of the whole, the land that is planted, or under natural 
wood, together with, perhaps, one half of the in-field land, amounting 
to about co, oo Scotch acres, or 120,000 Engliſh, is all that has 
nearly reached its proper value or height of produce. When the land i- 
thoroughly cultivated, in the manner which it is hoped will take place, 
what additional wealth, of the beſt and moſt permanent nature, may not be 


expected ? 


III. Live Stock. 


The information reſpecting this important particular is more minute than 
could have well been expected. There are returns from 40 pariſhes in the 
county, of the number of horſes, cattle, and ſheep in each. Of theſe, there 
are four pariſhes, namely, Birſe, Crathie, Glenmuick, and Strathdon, which 
are particularly circumſtanced, having more than the uſual proportion of live- 
ſtock ; it is propoſed therefore, in the following account, to keep them di- 
ſtinct, and afterwards to ſtate the ſtock in the 36 other pariſhes which have 
ſent returns; and then to eſtimate the pariſhes whence there are no return, 
in the ſame proportion with thoſe returned, according to their reſpective 
valuations, The live-ſtock of the county of Aberdeen, on theſe principles, 


map be then ſtated in the following manver: 


Nat 


CX 
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State of the Live · Stock of the County of Aberdeen, 


. 


Diſtricts, 


Valuation, 22 


Sheep. | 


1 


ow 22 — 


Pg L s. d _ 
r. Pariſhes of Birſe, Crathie, Glen- 
muick, and Strathdon,  - 13,111 3 2,538] 7.234 440 
2. The ſtock in 36 other pariſhe | 
which have ſent returns, - | $7,041 11 1| 7.380 [32,010| 47,464 


3. Stock in the remaining pariſh 
when no returns have been made 


in the ſame proportion as No. 2. [135,512 14 $111,480 


49,830 73,380 


Total, 89,074 [164,191 


| [235,665 8 111,448 


That is, at che rate of 33 Engliſh acres per horſe; & ditto per head of 
cattle; 44 ditto per ſheep. 


The value of the ſtock may be thus ſtated: 


41,448 Horſes, of all ages, at L. 6, - — L. 122,688 0 © 


89,04 Cattle, young and old, at L.3, 10s. - 311,759 0 © 

164.171 Sheep, at 58. - - - 41,042 I5 @ 
Hogs, (which are pretty numerous), deer, goats, \ 

rabbits, poultry, pigeons, &c. A 40,000 0 © 


Total, L. 521,489 15 9 

Of theſe, it is ſuppoſed, that 20,000 head of cattle, and 26,000 ſheep, 
are annually ſold out of the county, and it is well known, conſiderable 
quantities of ſalted pork are exported. 

This table muſt ſatisfy every one of the great advantage that might be 
derived from the improvement of live- ſtock. Though there are conſiderable 
numbers of valuable animals of the different ſorts above mentioned, yet the 
average price, young and old included, cannot with juſtice be ſtated at 
more than the ſmall ſums above mentioned. Whereas, by attending to the 
improvement of the different breeds, the ſame paſture might feed animals 
of much ſuperior value, 


IV. Agricultural Produce. 


We ſhall next proceed to give a general view of the profit derived from 


the cultivation of the ſoil, in the manner above ſpecified, and from the ſtock 
above enumerated, 
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Table of Agricultural Produce. 


_—_—— No. of Sc. | Produce | Price per [Total Price] Total Total valne. 
ckors. Acres un- [per Acre.] Boll. | fer Acre, | pro. 
er each. | BoLLS. | L. s. D. [I. s. p.] BOLLS IL. s. p. 
Oats, 3 I 44,000 4 o 12 ©| 8 © [|576,000[345,600 © © 
Barley and [ | 
hear, or big, 34,900 5 o 15 03 15 © [174,500[130,895 00 
Wheat, + oo 7 1 21 0:17 x4 s ee - 990-00 
2 [ 500 6 010 03 o of 3,000] 1,50 off 
IPotatoes, . 4,000 12 o 8 0416 ] 38, oo] 19,200 O 0 
lar, 500 — 160 © | ——— 8,000 00 
Turnip, = 2,000 0 16 © © |——.—| 12,000 00 
| 
| qa y | [sToNEs. [per STONE, STONES | 
| grass 4,000 150 © © 6] 3 15 © | 500,000] I5,000 © of 
9 N 
porn graſs, 3s | — 


8 aſture for 21,448 horſes, at L. 2 each, K. - L. 42,896 | 
- 89,074 head of cattle, at 20s, eac - 89,074 | 
- 164,171 ſheep, at 2 8. each, — — 16,477 158,387 00 
{— — for ſwine, goats, deer, &c. - - - 10,090 þ | 
[Annual value of natural woods and plantations, „„ LOVE” 3.000 o of 
= | | Total, 694,332 © 0 


This produce is in proportion to the land rent as five to one. Five rents 
is certainly a larger proportion than is uſually expected by the tenant; but 
it is to be conſidered, that a larger profit is eſſential for a very ſmall farmer, 
than for a large one; and that a leſs proportion of the produce of arable land, 
can be paid from poor land, than from rich. Where farms are very ſmall, as 
is too mnch the caſe in the northern parts. of Scotland, namely, from L. 5 
to L. 10 per annum, in common years, the farmer requires almoſt the whole 
produce to maintain his family, and to defray the expences of cultivation. 
Even on a farm of L. 20 per annum, five rents will do little more. But 
when, in addition to the ſmallneſs of the farm, the produce per acre is in- 
conſiderable, which, from the preceding ſtatement, there is every reaſon to 
believe, it is not to be wondered at, that ſo large a portion of the aa 
ſhould be neceſſary for the occupier. 

Theſe calcnlations, however, furniſh, on the whole, no tle pro- 
ſpect, both to the proprietors of this county, and to the public. It would 
appear, that the produce of Aberdeenſhire, is only at the rate of about 24 5. 
ber Scotch acre, or 19 8. per Englith acre ; which, however conſiderable, 

compared 


| | ex Appendix. 


compared to what it yielded formerly, yet might ſoon be doubled, if not 


tripled, by promoting uſeful improvements, and by converting the farms, to Fetenven 
N ſuch a reaſonable ſize, as would enable the farmers to live more comfort. 8 
| ably themſelves, to pay better rents to their Moy, and to raiſe a greater by OY 
1 produce for the public. able . 
| | Conſec 
| moderate 
[ V. Productions of Manufaftures and Commerce. We ſh 
[ ſtrict. 
| It does not ſeem neceſſary, in the preſent ſketch, to enter with minuteneſ; | 
into the commercial and manufacturing ſtate of this county, as thoſe are 
ſubjects which will be more fully conſidered, when the general ſtate of the GER 
Kingdom at large, in regard to thoſe two important particulars, is diſcuſſed; 
and, owing to various circumſtances, I have not been able to collect the | 
neceſſary facts, for forming any exact eſtimate. I calculate, however, on LT 
very general grounds, that both may produce about L. 200,000 per annum. 
The ſtocking manufacture alone, in the neighbourhood of Aberdeen, is ſup- 
poſed to extend to L. 103,000 annually, for hoſe or ſtockings exported ; 3 
part of which, however, is manufactured in the ſhire of Kincardine. 
VI. Mines, Fiſheries, and Kelp. 
| Horſe 
Theſe ſources of wealth, being principally of a local nature, are on that Catth 
account joined together, under one head. Shee] 
With regard to mines, little wealth of that deſcription has hitherto been Valu 
found in Aberdeenſhire. The moſt valuable article ariſes from the granite 1 
quarries in the vicinity of Aberdeen; 12,000 tons of that durable ſtone are Valu 
anmally exported to London, valued at 148. the ton, or L. 8400. | {u; 
There are millſtone quarries in Aberdour pariſh, rented at L. 40; the Valu 
produce may be ſtated at L. 400. Limeſtone is found in ſome parts of this Num 
county ; Glenbucket pariſh contains inexhauſtible ſtores of that valyable Valu 
mineral. About $5,000 bolls of lime are annually burnt in Old Machar itte 
and Old Deer pariſhes, and may be valued at L. 2550. A quarry of blue Real 
ſlate is wrought in Culſalmond pariſh, though not to any extent; and a veia | Whe 
of manganeſe in Old Machar. The total produce of mines and mineral: 
may be ſtated at L. 11,600. Rea! 
The Dee and the Don, and the other rivers of Aberdeenſhire, have long 
peen celebrated for the excellence of the ſalmon they produce. The rent Rea 
of thoſe fiflungs amount to about L. 2480 per annum, and the produce to 1 Dit 
L. 10,990. v 
Conſiderable fiſheries are alſo carried on, on the ſea-coaſt of Aberdeen. 
dure, and by fiſhing veſſels from the ports of that county, in particular from — 
Peterhesd i | 
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Puterhead and Fraſerburgh. Some kelp is alſo made on the coaſt ; the va- 
tne of theſe two laſt articles may be ſtated at L. gooo; there being about 
go boats, &c. employed, the produce of whoſe induſtry muſt be conſider- 


able ®, 


Conſequently, the whole produce of mines, fiſheries, and kelp, will, on a 


moderate computation, be found to amount to L. 30,600. 


We ſhall now proceed to give a general view.of this intereſting di- 


ſtrict. 


GENERAL VIEW OF THE STATE. OF THE COUNTY OF 


ABERDEEN, in 1798. 


Extent in ſquare miles, - - - - 1170 
In Scotch acres, - - $915,000 
In Engliſh acres, ſtatute meaſure; - 718,800 
In ditto arable, - - 362,500. 
Paſture, - - 92,500 - 
Moor and moſs, s 191, 300 718,800 
Natural woods, oy” 37,500 
Plantations, - 25,000 
Horſes, number of, — — - 21,448 
Cattle, ditto, - 3 | 82 89,074 
Sheep, ditto, - - - 164,171 
Value of live- ſtock, - - L. 521,849 0 © 
Value of agricultural produce, - 694,332 * 
Value of manufacturing and commercial produce, | | 
ſuppoſed, - - - 200,000 © 0 
Value of produce of mines, fif:eries, and kelp, 30,600 0 o 
Number of proprietors, . - - 247 
Valued rent, Scotch money, - I. 235,665 8 rx 
Ditto in Sterling money, > - 19,633 15 $24 
Real land rent in Sterling money, - 133,632. 0.0 
Whereof belonging to individuals, 2 - 128,032 0 0 
To corporations or the Crown, 5,000 o 0 
Real tent of entailed eſtates, 36,850 0 © 
f unentailed ditto, - - 91,7820 © 
Real rents ſpent in the county, e 73-032 .0: 0 
Ditto ſpent out of it, . - 60,000 Oo o 
Vol. XX. 0 Number 


ä 


— 8 


* In the river Vthan, is a remarkable pearl-ſiſhing. In 1962 and 176 3 
dogle pearls ſold for 8 8. and 10 8.; one at L. 2, and another at L. 3. 
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Number of inhabitants in 1755, - - 116,336 
Ditto in 1790-1797, — - . 122,921 
Increaſe in the ſpace of 40 years, : - 6,085 
Number of fighting men, - - 24,584 
Population in towns. — - - 27,833 

In the country, - 5 95,088 
Number of inhabitants to each ſquare mile, - 105 
Engliſh acres to each inhabitant, — 5% 

Miniſters ſtipends, with the value of their glebes, and the 

amount of communion-elements, - „ 929% 0.6 
Value of their glebes, ” - - 550 0 © 
Allowance for communion-elements, - 300 © © 
Average income of each miniſter, including their glebes, | 

and allowance for communion-elements, - 104 5 © 
Average income, excluſive thereof, . - 93 3-0 
Number of icholars at the parochial ſchools, - 2946 
Schoolmaſters ſalaries, . L. 560 o 0 
Their caſual emoluments, as precentors, &c. - 664 © © 
Total 1 income of ſchoolmaſters, - - 1224 © 0 
Average income of each ſchoolmaſter, 13 ©: 0 
Number of poor, - - - 3-039 
Capital ſtock of poor's funds, - - L. 11,131 © 
Annual voluntary contributions for the poor, about, 2,000. © © 
Total annual income of the poor, e 3.062 0 © 
Average for each pauper, - - 6&0 


NCLUSLION. 


There is nothing which can give an intelligent and contemplative miud, 


more real ſatisfaction, than to ſee the ſtate of an intereſting diſtrict thus 


analyſed, It is only by means of ſuch ſtatements, that any idea can be 


formed, of the real circumſtances of a country, and conſequently of the 
means of improving it. It certainly would be defirable, to have the infor- 
mation above ſketched out, aſcertained with rainuteneſs and accuracy, but 


that could not be expected, at the firſt attempt of a private individual, car- 
ried on by his own perſonal exertions, and who principally relied on the zeal 
of thoſe to whom he addreſſed himſelf for information. It will ſcarcely be 
credited, in future times, that ſuch an undertaking could be completed un- 
der ſach a diſadvantage; and thofe fortunate individuals, by whoſe in- 
duſtry and public ſpirit the Work was accomplithed, in addition to the fatis- 
faction which they muſt derive from their on minds, will have their me- 
mories juſtly celebrated by their gratefal poſterity. ; 
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It may be proper alſo to inform the reader, that the preceding Tables re- 
pecting the ſtate of Aberdeenſhire, were rendered more perfect than could 
have been expected, from the deficiency in ſeveral of the original returns, 
in conſequence of ſome ſpecial queries having been circulated for that pur. 
poſe, amongſt the clergy of that county, in December 1796, to which 67 
anſwers were received; and from them the Tables of population, rent, &c. 
were corrected, Some differences which will appear between the number; 
in thoſe Tables and in the Statiſtical volumes, may be attributed to the dit. 
ferent periods at which the calculations were made, | 


— r 


Since the above was written, it appears, from © A General View of tlie 
e State of Portugal,“ by James Murphy, printed in London, in one volume 
quarto, anno 1798, that inquiries, both of a Statiſtical and Agricultural na- 
ture, have been carried on in that kingdom, in conſequence of an inſtitution 
entitled, The Royal Academy of Liſbon, In particular, it would ſeem, that 
a number of premiums were offered and adjudged by that Academy, as far 
back as the year 1783, for phyſical and economical deſcriptions of any diſtrict 
or conſiderable territory, either in Portugal or its tranſmarine dominions * 
and that a number of queries were circulated amongſt the farmers, in 1787, 
on this judicious principle, that no ſyſtem for the improvement of the coun- 
try could with ſafety be adopted, without a previous examination into the ac- 
tual ſtate of the nation, in regard to population, induſtry, natural produc- 
tions, commerce, public revenue, and national expenditure f. 

It is not ſtated how far this plan has ſucceeded, though it has been 


| carried on for ſeveral years; but it would appear, that no expence was 


ipared to accomplith it, and that it received the full ſupport and protection 
of Government. It is the more creditable therefore for this country, that 


ſuch inquiries have been carried on ſo ſucceſsfully, by the exertions of indi- 
viduals. 


* See Murphy, p. 66. 
7 Rid, p. 5. 
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2 ACCOUNT 


5COTLAND. 


PART XX. 


NUMBER I. 
PARISH OF LIVINGSTONE. 


(County or LinLitaGow, SYNOD or LOTHIAN AND 
TwEEDDALE, PRESBYTERY OF LINLITHGOW.) 


By James Grar. 


Situation. 45 


T HE pariſh of Livingſtone, which was. a | parſonage "3h 

longing to the abbey of Holyroodhouſe, is ſituated 
within the county and preſbytery of Linlithgow, and ſynod 
of Lothian and Tweeddale. It is bounded on the eaſt by 
the pariſhes of Uphall and Mid-Calder ; on the ſouth by the 


pariſhes of Mid and Weſt Calder, or by the waters of Al- 
Vox. XX. A 8 mond 
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2 Statiſtical Account 


mond and Breich; on the weſt by the pariſh of Whitburn, 
which was formerly a part of the pariſh of Livingſtone, but 
disjoined and erected into a ſeparate -pariſh about the year 
1730; and on the north by the pariſhes of Bathgate and 
Uphall. 


Enxtent.— The figure of the pariſh has ſome reſemblance 
to that of a ſand-glaſs, being betwixt 4 and 5 miles in length 
from eaſt to weſt, about a mile and a half in breadth at each 
end, and interſected in the middle to about half a mile. It 
contains near 4000 acres, all arable, and incloſed to a mere 
trifle. 


Soil. The ſoil is various, but in general inclined to clay, 
and in many places the bottom is tilly, which occaſions a 
wetneſs difficult to remedy. This defect, however, is in 
ſome meaſure atoned for, by various ſtrata of lime, coal, 
iron- ſtone, free-ſtone, &c.—And notwithſtanding the damp. 
neſs, the air is certainly ſalubrious, as there are no diſcaſe 
which are peculiar to this ſpot ; on the contrary, it has exhi - 
bited many inſtances of extreme longevity. 


Proprietors —The property of this pariſh is divided 
amongſt 5 heritors, vis. Sir William Auguſtus Cunyng- 
hame of Livingſtone, the patron, George Moncrieff, Eſq; of 
Blackburn, John Hamilton, Eſq; of Pencaitland, Thomas 
Shairp, Eſq; of Houſtoun, and William Honyman, Eſq; of 
Græmſay, now Lord Armadale, one of the Senators of the 
College of Juſtice —Sir William is proprietor of about two- 
thirds of the pariſh, and he and Mr Moncrieff are the only 
reſiding heritors.— The valued rent is ſomething above 
L. 3000 Scotch; and the real rent, by recent and expenſive 
improvements, is near L. 3000 Sterling, 
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of Livingſtone. | 3 


Population. — In 1755 the population of this pariſh is ſta- 


ted at 598; about 25 years ago it was conſiderably dimi- 


niſhed by the diſmiſſion of a number of ſmall tenants, and 
letting their poſſeſſions in larger farms to others ; but this 
loſs was in ſome degree compenſated, by an acquiſition of 
induſtry and ſpirit for improvement, and the population is 
again upon the increaſe. At the period laſt above men- 
tioned, the inhabitants of the pariſh, including all ages, were 
reduced to about 3oo, at preſent they are conſiderably above 
400. The following table of baptiſms and burials, for a pe- 


riod of 7 years, prior to the 1794, ator a comfortable 


proof of this fact. 

5 Baaptiſms. . f =] 
Years. | Burials. Marriage 

Males. Females. Total. | | 

17871 6 | 3 9 a 6 cf 10 
1788 223 -j- 23 a 13 9 
„„ F Wh © Box on os 20 5 1 
1790 © -* 4 6 8 6 
I 10 12 1 
1792 8 6 14 12 6 
1793 . 19 | 12 $ 
Ta | 0.7 0-168 


Villages. — There are two villages in this pariſh, one, the 
Kirktown of Livingſtone, containing about 40 inhabitants; 


and the other, lately built upon the eſtate of Blackburn, 


upon feus from Mr Moncrieff, and which contains near 200 
people. But there are no manufactures of any kind carri. d 
on in either, excepting that a water - mill, to drive machinery 
for carding and ſpinning cotton, has lately been erected at 
the latter village, which, it is to be hoped, will be of uſe, 
by employing at leaſt a part of the inhabitants, 
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Ecclefaſtical State. —The ſtate of religion in this pariſh 
is perhaps alſo improving, for here there are very few ſece. 
ders, and thoſe, it is believed, are moſtly confined to perſons 
in ſedentary occupations. People in this fitpation, having the 
opportunity of uninterrupted converſation, naturally acquire 
a taſte for polemical diſquiſition, and, in proportion as they 
are bewildered, ay nn, conceited and tenacious, 


Character of the People—After what has been ſaid, it 1; 
almoſt unneceſſary to add, that the morals of the inhabi- 
tants of this pariſh are in general correct. They have no 
vices that are peculiar to themſelves ; though, upon occa- 
ſions, they refuſe not to partake of a cheerful glaſs, they are 
by no means addicted to drunkenneſs. As the public road 
from Glaſgow to Edinburgh paſſes through the pariſh, and 


upon which there is one inn and ſeveral tippling houſes, 
_ drunkenneſs may ſometimes be ne in the pariſh, but 


not by its inhabitants. 

The degrading ſerviljty of the ee ſyſtem is here to- 
tally eradicated; they approach their ſuperiors with abun- 
dance of diſcretion, but without cringing ; for a good deed 
they are not aſhamed to be grateful' to their inferiors; and 
they would forgive an injury from a beggar, which they 
would reſent from a peer 


Church, 9c —The church and manſe of Livin gſtone are 
delightfully ſituated, (for the clergy had always ſome taſte 
even for an earthly paradiſe), upon a dry mount, half en- 
circled by the water of Almond : They are both modern 
and neat. 

The ſtipend conſiſts of 16 bolls of ler 32 bolls of 
meal, and L. 1060 Scotch in money; which, converting the 
meal and harley at 16 8. per boll, amounts to L. 126: 14:8 
Sterling, excluſive of the gon and glebe ; ſo that the li 
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ving may be reckoned worth L. 1 50 Sterling a- year, which, 
conſidering the extent of the pariſh, the ſmall number of its 
inhabitants, and their moderate principles, it is certainly 
an eligible cure. | 

The character of the preſent incumbent has no doubt had 
its influence in forming that of the people; he is a man 
equally remarkable for his worth and for his misfortunes af- 
ter having loſt his wiſe, he has alſo been deprived of 5 out of 
6 children, who had either arrived at, or near, the age of 
majority; and he has borne theſe afflictions with that decent 
magnanimity, which nothing but the true ſpirit of Chriſti- 
anity can inſpire. 


School. — The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary, independent of his 
houſe, ſchool, and other perquiſites, is betwixt L. 9 or L. 10 


Sterling; 15 merks of which ariſes from an old mortifica- 


tion; in the remainder the heritors have voluntarily aſſeſſed 
themſelves; and for one half of which, by act of Parliament, 
they are entitled to relief againſt their tenants; but this re- 
lief has wiſely and humanely never been demanded. The 
fituation of the place 1s well adapted for a public ſchool z 
and it is to be regretted, that one half of the learning poſ- 
ſeſſed by the preſent ſchoolmaſter is rather more than he 
has occaſion for. The number of children who attend this 
ſchool is from 20 to 30; and from 30 to 40 are taught in 
another private ſchool So in the village of Blackburn. 


Poor —The poor are ſupported from the collections at 
the church-doors, and the fees upon marriages, baptiſms, 
and burials, and the intereſts of an excreſcent capital, which, 
in better times, had ariſen from theſe, and amounted to 
about L. 10 Fear, which at En is divided amongſt five 
perſons, ; 
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Agriculture. 
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Arabern Te face of this pariſh has been entirely 
changed within theſe 25 years; and much praiſe is due tg 
Sir William Cunynghame and Mr Monerieff, the two re. 
ding heritors, for the great expence and unwearied applica. 
tion they have beſtowed upon improvements ; for, © he who 


% makes two blades of graſs to grow where only one grew 


« before, has more merit than the whole race of politici. 
« ans put together.” Not long prior to the period juſt now 
mentioned, it was not uncommon to ſee 4 horſes and 4 oxen 
dragging and ſtaggering before a large heavy plough, with 
a very ſmall furrow, at the rate of about a mile in an hour; 
whilſt the gadman or driver, the only active being of the 
cavalcade, was obliged to traverſe at leaſt three miles for 
their one, in fruitleſs endeavours to prevent them from fall. 
ing aſleep. Now we ſee no plough drawn by more than 
2 horſes, without a driver, and carrying with them a fur- 


row of twice the weight, and going, with apparent eaſe, 


three times faſter; vrhile, at the ſame time, theſe horſes are 
of 2 better breed, in better order, and maintained at leb 
expence. h 

This, and "PIE other improvements in agriculture 
equally important, tho' formerly not altogether unknown, 


were principally introduced into this pariſh by a very intel- 


ligent and thorough-bred farmer, brought from Northum- 
berland by Sir William Cunynghame, in the quality of his 
overſeer; but it was not in this ſtation that he acquired ei. 
ther celebrity or imitators. 

In that character, every deviation he made from the com- 
mon practice was looked upon as a wild experiment, which 
none but à man of fortune could riſk. It was not till he be- 


came a ſarmer on his own account, and had a rent to pay 


like his neighbours, and continuing the fame practice, which 
being uniformly. crowned with ſuccels, that prejudice gave 
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tray to demonſtration, and theſe practices became as uni- 
verſally copied as they had formerly been ridiculed. 

As the improved practice of huſbandry, however, 1 is now) 
10 generally known over Scotland, it would be unneceſſary 
here to enter into particulars ; there is only one other which 
we ſhall beg leave to mention, becauſe it is of the utmoſt 
importance, and ſeems to be little attended to by farmers: 
This is the mode of increaſing the quantity of manure upon 
a farm, as practiſed by the perſon alluded to, ſimply, by 
making the ſtable- yard or fite of the dunghill much deeper 
than ordinary, preventing, as much as poſſible, any drain 


| from it, and beginning the dunghill every year by laying in 


3 or 4 feet deep of the beſt earth which can be procured 
upon the farm, from the banks of rivulets, or other places, 
where it is either totally uſeleſs, or hes thicker than neceſ- 
fary ; then ſpreading the dung regularly, as it is made, over 
this earth, and at the ſame time allowing the drains from 
the kitchen, ſtables, byres, and feeding ſhades, to run into 
it. Having lain through the ſeaſon in this fituation, the 
earth at the bottom, from having abſorbed all theſe juices, 
will be found very little inferior in quality to the dung 
above it. 

In addition to chis, it is well worth the farmer's while, 
where he has the command of lime, and ſuch earth as has 
been mentioned, to employ his people as much as poſlible 
in making com poſts of theſe materials, for a top dreſſing to 
his graſs lands. 

It is unneceſſary to inculcate the utility of draining wet 


lands; beſides the ordinary kind of drains, ſome others have 


been uſed here, which, we believe, are not . known 
in this country. 

The annexed plate exhibits tranſverſe ae of 3 drains, 
which may be underſtood without much further explana- 
don. | 
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C roſs Sections of Drains. 
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Earth, again covered with the original turf] 
6 inches deep. 
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Bruſh wood laid lon gitudinally, and ſuſpend. 
ed by croſs billets of wood covered with 
{traw. | 
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The bottom and ſides of the drain, to the 
height of the croſs billets, open. 


Earth, again covered with 
8 inches deep. 


with ſtraw 8 inches deep. 
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Earth 8 inches deep. 
al turf, 


Sod, inverted, 6 inches deep. ? 
aſpend. | e | 
2d with 


Vacuity 4 inches deep: 


to the 
Fig. 1.—From experience we cahnot recommend this 
drain, eſpecially where the land has to,undergo the opera- 
tion of the plough; for it was found that the feet of the 
cattle went down and deranged the billets which ſupported 
the bruſhwood, and the drain ſoon became rather worſe than 
uſeleſs. 

Fig. 2. Is by much a better drain, but far from . un- 
exceptionable. It is made by means of 2 ſpades, each about 
9 or 10 inches deep in the mouth, and ſloping in the ſides 
ſo as to ſuit the figure. The circular cavity at the bottom 
is excavated by an inftrument ſimilar to a how, with a ſe- 
micircular mouth. This drain is adapted to a lawn where 
heavy cattle are debarred. By the turf being replaced, it 
is ſcarcely, and but for a ſhort while, perceptible at all; 
while the bruſh wood, being ſupported by the ſhoulder above 
the circular cavity, allows the water to filter freely from the 
top and fides; but in a ſhort time the bruſhwood muſt rot, 
and the whole contents fall down. | 

Fig. 3. Is liable to none of theſe objeRtions, and is at the 
ame time by far the cheapeſt it furniſhes its own mate- 

Vor. XX. | B rials, 


al turd, 


covered 


wide. 


ig. 


— — — 
— Gn as ati ro 


— — — — — ů —— : — 
* - - ww 7 = 2 DD VT — — — — 
—— —— — —— AED — ud . 1 = — => 9 
- — tb ” I = 3 2 — 4 — — —— — 
<> $ A SFU Cor IEICE DO — —— — — 5 — * — 
—— e . —— —ů 
— — —— — — — — — —2 — — — — — — — — —— — — — 2 
= 


— 


” © v, — 5 

— r —— I we * 
A =o IS —— = 2 
—ñ "TEL — — 


ä A ˙———— SE 


1 1 
} 
* 
* 
fl 1 
| . 
1 * 
. 
14 
1 
1, 
19 
If 4 
bs. : 
I's: 
! 
x 
ml. 
** 
1 
1 
al 
ey 
N 
4 
1 
. 
* 
19 
„ 
th 
A L 
4 1 
. 
4714 
+8 
za 
pal: 
1 
Th 
WH 
1. 'Þ 
Wl 
M8 
L 
+ 
1 
. 
„ 
"FE 
1 
. 
a. 
14 
* 
* 
> 
1 
8 
4 
0 
bw” 
1 
5 
i 
iy 
: 
5 
17 
i 
Ul 
# 
3" 
100 
' 
Vi 
| 
'8] 
i!) 
boy 
7 
Fr. 
qt 
A 
V% 
fi 
1 
. 


10 Statiſtical Account 


rials, and a good workman may execute 200 yards of it in 


a day. It can be done no where to purpoſe but upon grafs _ = 
lands, where the ſod has acquired a conſiderable. degree of 3 | 
coheſion by the roots of the graſs. The ſame kind of ſpades under 
which dug the laſt drain will dig this. The firſt ſpade take filing 
out the ſod to any length alongſt the drain the operator Th 
thinks convenient ; that is laid to one fide, and the ſecond n 
ſpade takes out the remainder of the earth, which is laid u 
the other fide; he then pairs with a knife the fides of the t, * 
ſad, ſo as when replaced, in an inverted pofition, and pref. „ 8 
ſed down with the foot, the ſurface may reach till within 30r 7 the 
4 inches of the bottom of the drain; the earth 1s then filled ing 1 | 
in, and ſown with graſs-ſeeds. It muſt be attended to, that the but 3 
ſods ought not to be replaced in the drain too cloſe together, N 
to prevent the water from the ſides and the top from getting Bef 
down. : | | cating 
The ſods are here in the ſituation of the key-ſtones of a weir 
arch; the more perpendicular preſſure they receive they be. have 
come the firmer. In ſhort, taking all circumſtances toge- heath, 
ther, this is the beſt ſpecies of drain we have ever ſeen cr pate 
heard of. It was lately imported by Sir William Cunyny- of dro 
hame himſelf from Richmond Park, Surry, to Livingſtone, 1 It 
and we do not know that it has been executed any when | "i 
elſe in Scotland. | 5 5 
A fourth ſpecies of drain, or rather aqueduct, and even teck 
ſtill more ſimple than the laſt, has been tried here with ſus NET, 
ceſs. A ditch was made at the nereſſary depth, narrow i Nn 
the bottom, in which was laid a ſmooth tree or cylindrical vcr 
piece of wood, about 20 feet long, 6 inches diameter at tit or ex 
one end, and 5 at the other, having a ring in the thickel 
end, to which a rope was faſtened ; after ſtrewing a litt. 8 
ſand upon the ſurface of the tree, the clayey or tilley cor the pe 
tents of the ditch were firſt thrown in, and then the r. 
mainder, and trod firmly down ; then, by means of ti! i 
rope, the tree was drawn out till within a foot or two d * Sec 
the on Agri 
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the ſmall end, and the ſame operation repeated. This clay 
pipe has conducted a ſmall rill of water a confiderable way 
under ground, for more than 20 years, without any ſign of 
failing. | | 
This ſuggeſts what would be -a great fiſcovery; were it 
practicable, vis. the leading of water into a city, &c. by 
means of a pipe made of lime- mortar. It is an eſtabliſhed 
fact, that lime-mortar, when immerſed in water, acquires a 
greater degree of hardneſs and coheſion than when expoſed 
to the air“. There appears to be no difficulty in farniſh- 
ing a pipe of this kind with both air and cleanging cocks ; 
but it does not ſo readily occur how a fracture might be 
repaired, 

Before concluding this ſubjeQ, we cannot help communi- 
cating to the public a hint, which, if well founded, merits 
their attention. It is but too well known, that ſheep who 
have been breed in a mooriſh country, and fed chiefly upon 
heath, when brought to a low country, and fed upon a rich 
paſture, are liable to die of a diſeaſe called the rot, a ſpecies 
of dropſy. 

It is ſaid that the diuretic quality of parfley, of which 
theep are fond, prevents this diſeaſe. When a field, there- 
fore, intended for ſheep-paſture, is laid down, 2 or 3 pounds 
to an acre of this ſeed, added to the other common graſs- 
ſceds, would be no hazardous experiment; no ſeed can be 
more eaſily procured. Hares are alſo faid to be fond of 
parſley, if ſo, this kind of ſtock, which affords both: food and 
civerſion, may be thus brought to hand without much trouble | 
or expence. yy 


Antiquities, —On this head we 2 of our readers ne 
the patron 5 this work, a little indulgence. a | 

* See Dr Anderſon's diſſertation on Quicklime as 2 denen, in his Eſſays 
on Agriculture and Rural Affairs. 
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As. to the deri vation of the word Living ſtone, we will 
not even offer a conjecture. It is certain that Livingſtone 
was for a conſiderable time the chief ſeat of a family of that 
name, from whom were deſcended the Earls of Linlithgow 
and Callander, &c. ; and it is probable, becauſe it was moſt 
common, that the family took their name from the place, 
and not the place from them. 

The houſe of Livin gſtone was a fortified caſtle, ſurround, 


ed by a wet. ditch about za feet wide, and a rampart of 


earth within the ditch ; more than three-fourths of this ditch 
and rampart remained entire till within theſe 4 5 years, 
In old writings it is called the Peel of Emu, a name 
denoting this inſular ſituation. 

It is ſaid that the firſt of this family was ennobled by the 
title of Lord Livingſtone, in the minority of James II. But 
this 1s a miſtake z for either that firſt Lord Livingſtone was 
not the repreſentative of this family of Livingſtone, or be. 
came at that time only what was called a lord of Parlia. 
ment *, which did not imply the rank of nobility. Very 

| few 


* Ahout. this period the ſmaller vaſſals of the crown, below a certain year- 


ly rent, had obtained a diſpenſation from perſonal attendance upon Parliament, 


on condition of their electing, out bf their -own- body, ſa many commiſſioners 
from each county to repreſent them, whoſe expences they paid. 

At the commencement of each Parliament theſe ſmaller vaſſals were ſum- 
moned, by a general writ, to elect their commiſſioners, whilſt the greater pro. 
prietors, who were not entitled to that exemption, either got each a particu 
lar ſummons, or attended ſpontaneouſly in virtue of their freeholds; hence 
theſe latter acquired the appellation of Lords of Parliament, to diſtinguil 
them from the former. Anctently, the word Dominus, or Lord, ſigniſied tp 
more than maſter, governor, or proprietor. At this day we call the maſter of 
a houſe Landlord, the proprietor of a great eſtate Lord of the Manor ; and, 


in Scotland, the proprietor of at! eſtate 1 8 inen en a corruption 


pf the word Lord. "3 4 | 90h 


From the confuſion which has ariſen by not 1 to mis aitinctio, i 
35 probable that the original patents of creation of _ of our 1 ancien 
poble families may be ſought for in vain, 2 2 
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few or no inſtances had then eee where perſonal ho- 


nours had been beſtowed; they were either annexed to lands 


or to offices, and were transferred with the property, or be- 
came extinct with the office. And the barony of Living- 
ſtone not only never was erected. into a lordſhip, but we 
are poſſeſſed of an authentic deed, to which the proprietor 


ol that barony was a party, dated in the 1486, 26 years af- 


ter the death of James IT. where he is ſimply deligned - * 
is vane de Living tone of that Ik,” 

About the beginning of the 16th century this eſtate be- 
eame the property of a family of the name of Hamilton. 
In the 1604 it was again acquired by the family of Linlith- 
gow. In the 1633 it was transferred to that of Murray, a 
branch of the Elibank family; and in the 1704 it came into 
the poſſeſſion of the preſent proprietors. From the Mur- 
rays a ſmall rivulet, which runs paſt the houſe of Livingſtone, 
received the name of the Eliburn, which it ſtill retains. 
About half a mile north-eaſt of the houſe of Livingſtone 
Ntands thefarm-houſe of New: year-field; part ofa ſquare tower 
remained here till within theſe few years. Tradition ſays 
that this was a royal hunting-ſeat, frequented by the kings 
of Scotland when they reſided at Linlithgow ; and that a 
ſpring-well adjoining was a ſpecific for the ſcrofula, when 
applied by the Royal hand upon a New-year's morning be- 
fore ſun-riſe ; hence the name of New-year-field. 

As it is probable, however, that the King and his patients 
ſeldom met here preciſely i in the nick of time, tradition is 
filent as to the cures that were performed. 

But there are relicks of antiquities in, or connected with, 
this pariſh, of A different nature from thoſe which have been 
mentioned. 

F Stirling, where the river Forth becomes. firſt fordable, 
is the grand paſs betwixt the ſouth and north diſtricts 
of Scotland, and therefore a paſs which was always keenly 


diſputed 
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diſputed by contending armies. There are three rivers on 
each fide of this paſs, which, as they intercept the roads 
leading to it, the paſlage of theſe alſo have, at various times, 
been contended ; zz. on the north, the rivers Tay, Earn, 
and Allan; and, on the ſouth, the Almond, the Avon, and 
the Carron ; each of theſe rivers have at different times 
been tinged with blood. | 
The flat banks of the Chad, near Kirklifton and Li. 
vingſtone, and the relative ſituation of theſe two places, 
Point them out as the moſt likely for an army to attempt 
a paſſage, in their way to or from Stirling. The farſt is in 
the direct line betwixt Stirling and Edinburgh, or the eaſt 
of Scotland, and England; and the latter from the ſouth of 
Scotland, through that remarkable gap in Pentland hills 
called the Caldſtain Slap, towards Stirling. No hiſtorian, 
fo far as we know, has mentioned any battles having been 
fought at either of theſe places; but two large detached 
ſtones, ſtanding ere, one near Kirkliſton-bridge, and the 
other near the New Bridge, at no great diſtance from the 
former, evidently point out that bloody contentions had 
been here maintained; and if our hiſtorians are in general 
very inexplicit, their information is alſo. often. either evi- 
dently erroneous, or very ſuſpicious. They tell us, that, to- 
wards the cloſe of the roth century, a battle was fought at 
Cramond, (the mouth of the water of Almond), betwixt 
Malcolm II. and Conſtantine the Uſurper, and that, during 
the conflict, oneof the armies were much incommoded by the 
ſand of the ſea being blown in their faces by a violent wind. 
This ſtory is at leaſt highly improbable. In the firſt place, 
The ſteep banks of this river at Cramond precludes every 
idea of ap army attempting a paſſage. here, in the face of 
an enemy; it was probably choſen as a Roman ſtation, on 
account of its ſecurity from ſuch an attack: and, ſecondly, 
The ſands here are every tide covered by the ſea; and we 
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appeal to common obſervation, if, in ſuch a ſituation, ſands 
ever acquire, m the interval of the tides, ſuch a Rate of 
dryneſs as to admit of being blown by the winds. 9 0 
We ſhall affign two reaſons for eonjecturing chat this 
battle was fought further up the river, and at, or near, the 
New Bridge. Firſt, From the name of the village at the 
mouth of this river; it retains to this day, for a conſiderable 
way up, the name of the Water of Cramond, which may of 
itſelf account for the miſtake ; but, ſecondly, If there was 
really any blowing of ſand, it was more likely to happen 
at the place we have mentioned than at Cramond ; for here, 


notwithſtanding the long culture the ſoil has received, it is 
ſtill extremely ſandy and looſe, and, 800 years ago, it was 


probably a mere harren ſandy plain. 

At the paſſage of the Almond, near Livingſtone, veſti- 
ges have lately been diſcovered, which ſhew, with ftill 
greater certainty, that this alſo has been the theatre of war. 
On the ſouth bank of that river, immediately oppoſite to 
Livingſtone houſe, there are 4 pretty large irregular mounts, 
which, till of late, were not ſuppoſed to be artificial ; upon 
minute inſpection, however, they appear to be ſo, from the 


ſtill viſible excavations of the earth near them, out of which 


they have been formed, the confuſion of the materials of 
which they are compoſed, and that a great number of ſtone- 
eoffins have been difcovered near the ſarface of two of 
them, ſome of theſe containing the viſible remains of hu- 
man ſkeletons, which, upon being expoſed to the air, crum- 
bled into duſt. Theſe coffins were formed of rough flag- 


| Rones, had no top or covering of ſtone, and were in gene- 


ral not more than 5 feet long. Several other coffins, of the 
fame kind and dimenſions, have been dug up in this neigh- 
bourhood, but no where in ſuch numbers as here. By the 
country people they are uniformly aſeribed to the Picts; 
-and hence a vulgar nn that theſe people were of a 

very 
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very diminutive ſtature. ' They do not conſider, that a mau 
who is flain in the field of battle, and not ſtretched, when 
warm, to his full length, muſt neceſſarily occupy a ſhorter 
grave than one of an equal ſtature on whom this eri 
has been performed. | 
We do not pretend to ſay when, or by view, this batt 
was fought, which was the occaſion of raifing theſe tumuli, 
i for the burial of their dead, and as monuments of the event, 
Tradition ſays, that, towards the end of the Pictiſh king. 
dom, a battle was fought betwixt the Picts and Scots near 
Bathgate, not far from the ſpot; it is probable this battle 
happened about the ſame time, and betwixt the ſame par. 
ties; that it was deciſive in favours of the Scots, and there. 
fore that theſe coffins belonged to the Scots, and not to the 
Pigs. About this period the Scots were uniformly victo- 
rious againſt the Pits. The conquered army, being beaten 
off the field, had no opportunity of burying their dead ; and 
the victorious army never did it in this manner, unleſs the 
victory was ſo complete, that they thought it entitled, and 
they had ſufficient time, to ere& ſuch. laborious monu- 
ments. | 
A conjeQure ariſes, that the principal carnage of the 
vanquiſhed army having taken place upon a riſing ground 
upon the other fide of the river, immediately oppoſite to been 
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theſe tumuli, and the bodies being there left to corrupt in 1 805 

D the open air, that field may have acquired the name of the their 

5 Maukes Hill, which it till retains. h 

4 We have already gone out of the pariſh, but merely for Þ 

i the purpoſe of elucidating what we thought was connected Pat 
j with its hiſtory. We are now about to dive into the cen- Fi 

| tre of the neighbouring pariſh of Mid-Calder, without ha- I 

b ving that excuſe to plead ; and therefore we have to beg - 


pardon of the gentleman who has already written the ac- 
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count of that pariſh, which, although we have had no op- 
portunity of ſeeing, we are no ſtrangers to his abilities. 
The mound of earth near the foot of the town of Mid- 
Calder, now called the Cunnigar, and upon which, it is 
{ajd, many of the poor unhappy people called the witches 
of Calder were burnt; from its peculiar fituation, perfect 
ſymmetry, and excavation of the earth on the ſouth-weſt 
fide, now almoſt imperceptible, it is unqueſtionably artifi- 
cial ; and there ſeems to be as little doubt, that it was erect- 


| ed for the purpoſe of holding provincial meetings of the 
Bards and Druids, who held all their meetings, civil or re- 
ligious, in the open air, and upon mounds of earth natural 


or artificial. This conjecture, if not proved, is at leaſt 
ſtrongly fortified, when we are informed, that, in the Celtic 
language, the word Cadair fignifies a meeting of this kind “; 
the word Calder, the name of this place and pariſh, 1s but a 


ſmall deviation from the other, and is certainly derived 
from it. 


The ſame authority informs us, that the perſon who offi · 


ciated as crier or reciter at theſe provincial aſſemblies was 
called the Dadgeiniad. hence perhaps Dadridge, the name 


ot a place in the near neighbourhood, which might have 


been the reſidence of this Druidical officer. Theſe people 
were heathens; but we are not told that they ever defiled 
their temples with human ſacrifices to their ſuperſtition, va- 
nity, or malevolence. 


Popular Song. It may alſo be expected that ſomething 
ould be ſaid of the Bonny Laſs of Living flone, ſo famed in 
ſong; but although this ballad, and the air to which it is 


ſung, ſeem to have as little claim to antiquity as they have 
Vor. = C to 


* Sec Owen's tranſlation of the Epiſtle of Llyware Hen, reſpecting the Bri- 
tih Bards, 
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to merit, yet we cannot give any ſatisfactory information 
upon the ſubject; all we can ſay is, that we have heard that 
ſhe kept a public-houſe at a place called the High Houſe of 
Livingſtone, about a mile weſt of the church; that ſhe was 
eſteemed handſome, and knew how to turn her charms to 


| the beſt account. 
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NUMBER II. 
PARISH OF BOLESKINE AND ABERTARPF, 


(CounTY oF INVERNESS, SYNOD OF GLENELG, AND 
PRESBYTERY OF ABERTARE.) 


By an Heritor, a friend to Statiſtical Inquiries, 


Name, and Extent, &c. 


** pariſh of Boleſkine, ſo termed from a farm conti- 

guous to the Fall of Foyers, meaning Baz/-o's- cionn 
in Gaelic, or the town hanging above the loch, was many 
years ago united with the pariſh of Abertarf, ſituated in 
the neighbourhood of Fort-Auguſtus, and fo denominated 
from the confluence of two rivers, Tarf and Oich, which, 
diſcharging themſelves into Lochneſs, forms the ground on 
which the garriſon now ſtands to a beautiful peninfula. 
The date of this union, nor the particular lands compoſing 


each of theſe pariſhes, cannot be traced. The united parifh 
| | is 
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is at leaſt 24 miles in length, and in moſt parts from 10 te 
12 miles in breadth.—It formerly contained two glebes, 
one near Fort-Auguſtus, and the other at Boleſkine ; and 
the latter place, though the north-eaſt boundary of the pz. 
riſh, contained till lately the church and manſe. But this 
having been found inconvenient, and the idea of religious 
pennance exploded, they were, about 30 years ago, remo. 
ved to a more centrical ſituation at Drimtemple, probably 
deriving its name from having been anciently a place of 
worſhip; Drim ſignifying a ridge or height, and Teampl: 
what it bears in the Engliſh language. At this time 
both the old glebes were annexed to the eſtate of Lovat, 
then under the management of the Commiſſioners of forfeit: 
ed eftates, and an equivalent given to the miniſter contigu- 
ous to the new church. This meaſure relieved the clergy 
man from preaching in two different places of Stratherrick, 
25, When the church remained at Boleſkine, he was in uſe 
every ſecond Sabbath, of performing worſhip at a place 
called Bellaloin, about one mile diſtant from Drimtemple. 


Ancient Hiſtory. —The whole of this united pariſh wa, 
previous to the 15th century, the property of the Lovat fa 
mily ; but who previoufly poſſeſſed it can only be learned 
from tradition, What leads to a behef thar Abertarf ws 
inhabited by the Cummins, a very powerful and warlike 
clan, is, that the place of Fort- Auguſtus, only called ſo fron 
the eſtabliſhment of the garriſon, is in the vulgar language 
called Kilichuiman, meaning the burial-ground of the Cum 

mins. And an eminence on the hill to the eaſt of Loch. 
tarf is called Sui-Chuiman, or Cummin's re/ting-place. 

Stratherrick, compoſing the other part of tis pariſh, 0 

called from the river Erricb, riſing in the mountains of 
Strathdearn, and entering Lochneſs at Bole/t:ne, Strath bg 
nifying 
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nifying a valley or plain betwixt two hills, was anciently 
poſſeſſed by the elan Grant; whether they quitted it volun- 
tarily or otherwiſe, is immaterial as well as uncertain; but 
it would appear they went from thence to Strathſpey, and 
called the names of their new poſſeſſions after thoſe they inha- 
bited in Stratherrick. Thus we ſtill find the names of Del- 
chapple, Garthbeg, and Garthmore, &c. in both theſe coun- 
tries. Before the year 1545 the united pariſh ſeems to have 
been occupied by the tribes called Macgruers, Macimeſheirs, 
and MaQtaviſhes, then followers of the Lovat family; but the 
principal perſons of all theſe tribes having accompanied the 
Lord Lovat in his expedition to ſettle the heir of the Clan- 
ronald family in his father's eſtate, were almoſt cut off in a 
bloody battle fought that year at the eaſt end of Lochlochy, 
by the Clan Macdonald, who intercepted Lovat and his at- 
tendants in their return from the Hebrides ; this battle, call- 
ed Blar-lein, from the warriors on both ſides having ſtrip- 
ped and fought in their ſhirts, is recorded in the following 
pictureſque lines of Buchanan's hiſtory of Scotland: “ Fra- 
« feri1 pauciores a pluribus victi, atque ad unum cxh. Ita 
gens numeroſiſſima et ſæpe de re Scotica bene metita 
* tota interierat, niſi divino (ut credi par eſt) conſilio, ex 
familiæ principibus octoginta domi reliquiſſent gravidas 
* Uxores, quæ ſuo quæque tempore mares peperunt ſingulos, 
qui omnes incolumes ad virilem pervenerunt ætatem.“ 
A few years before this period, a fon of Lovat had ſettled 
at Foyers, and at ſame time acquired the property of the 
lands of Aberchalder in Abertarf. And the lineal deſcend- 
ant of another of Lovat's ſons ſettled at Farraline, ſituated 
by a lake of that name in Stratherrick.—At the above con- 
flict Farraline was ſlain, and Foyers ſo dangerouſly wound- 
ed, that he was carried from the field of battle by one Nor- 
man Cow, on his back, to the top of Suichuimain, about 


ei ght 
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eight miles from Lochlochy ; but Gow having an arrow in 
his fide all the time, found himſelf unable to proceed far. 
ther, and there pulled out the arrow and expired. His de. 
ſcendants, in commemoration of this amazing effort of at. 
tachment, enjoyed a croft of land, rent free, from the family 
of Foyers till within theſe fixty years. Mr Fraſer of Foyer, 
having recovered from his wounds, was enabled, with the 
aſſiſtance of the few commoners who had not accompanied 
their chief on this fatal occaſion, to protect the country from 
the inroads of the rival clan, who were much enfeebled by 
the effects of this ſevere conflict. 

The numerous offspring deſcended of the Fraſers killed 
in that battle, grew up, 1n proceſs of time, to obliterate the 
depopulation thereby occaſioned ; and to corroborate the 
evidence reſulting from the above paſſage in Buchanan, 
it is a notorious fact, that the whole principal gentlemen 
now reſident in Stratherrick do, (with a few exceptions), 
trace their deſcent either from Mr Fraſer of Foyers, or Far- 
raline above mentioned; hence the country of Stratherrick 
for many years conſiſted principally of two tribes, the one 
called Mac-mhic-ulliams, or Foyer's tribe ; and the other 
Sliochd-1on-mhic-aliſter, or Farraline's tribe: and from the 
1545, till the forfeiture of the Lovat eſtate in the 1746, the 
ſtate of the Highlands requiring much the attachment ot 
vaſlals and tenants to their chief, Stratherrick was more 
conſidered as a nurſery of men, than as yielding much pe. 
cuniary emolument to the Lovat family. Some of them 
received feu-rights of certain parts of the country, and all 
the younger ſons, poſſeſſed of any funds, obtained proper 
wadſets of their reſpective poſſeſſions; and in the general 
valuation of the county for aſcertaining the land- tax, in the 
1691, every wadſetter is rated in the ſame manner with the 
heritors. | 
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In all conteſts betwixt the Lovat family, their neigh- 
bours, and others, the Stratherrick tribes were ready upon 


the firſt ſummons to eſpouſe the cauſe of their chief; and as 


every tribe arranged itſelf under its particular leader, the 
county of Stratherrick exhibited a ſpecies of military ſu- 


| bordination. If any diſpute happened among individuals 


in the country, it was generally terminated by the ſtrong- 
hand, or the baron-baillie placed there by the Lovat fami- 
ly, who was veſted with the extravagant juriſdiction of the 
times. As the wadſetters had the lands on very moderate 
conditions, the principal rent demanded by them from their 


| ſub-tenants and cottars was military attendance, and their 


aid and aſſiſtance in ſuch agricultural and rural ſervices a as 
was neceſſary for the wadſetter's accommodation. 

Till the beginning of this century, the whole heritors and 
wadſetters in this pariſh, lived in houſes, compoſed of cup- 
ple trees, and the walls and thatch made up of ſod. and di- 
vot; but in every wadſetter's houſe, there was a ſ pacious hall, 
containing a large table, where he and his family and de- 
pendants eat their two meals a-day, with this ſingle diſtinc- 
tion, that he and his family ſat at the one end of the table, 


and his dependants at the other; and it was reckoned na 


diſparagement for the gentlemen to ſit with commoners in 
the inns, ſuch as the country then afforded, where one cap, 
and afterwards a fingle glaſs, went round the whole com- 
pany, As the inhabitants experienced no want, and gene- 


ally lived on the produce of their farms, they were hoſpi- 


table to rangers, prov iding they did not attempt a ſettle- 
ment among them. But it was thought then diſgraceful for 
any of the younger fons of theſe wadſetters, to follow any 
vilier profeſſion than that of arms and agriculture ; and jt 13 
in the remembrance of many now living, when the meaneſt 
tenant, would think it diſparaging, to fit at the ſame table 
with a wann, In progreſs of time, howev er, theſe 
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prejudices gave way to ideas, more ſuitable to an improved 
ſtate of ſociety. This country is naturally divided by n. 
vers, hills, and moors, into a variety of ſections, and each of 
theſe admitting of ſome agricultural cultivation, have bee 
computed by the inhabitants into davechs, half davochs, ot 
| plough-lands, being the fourth part of a davoch, according 
to their extent ; each half davoch-land' was again ſubdivided 
mto eight parts, commonly called anghten-parts, and agree. 
able to the regularity and order which the Author of Na. 
ture has obſerved in all his operations. The whole coun. 
try, with two exceptions, conſiſts of a variety of half davoch. 
lands, each of which was let or diſponed by the Lovat f 
mily or their chamberlain to a wadſetter or principal tack. 
man, and had no concern with the ſub-tenantry ; each ſub- 
tenant had again a variety of cottars, equally unconnettd 
with the principal tackſman ; and each of theſe had a num- 
ber of cattle of all denominations, proportional to their re- 
ſpective holdings, with the produce whereof he fed and 
clad himſelf and whole family. As there were extenſive 
ſheallings or graſings attached to this country, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the lord{hip of Badenoch, the inhabitants in the 
beginning of ſummer removed to theſe ſheallings with ther 
whole cattle, man, woman, and child; and it was no un- 
common thing, to obſerve an infant in one creel, and a ftone 
on the other fide of the horſe, to keep up an equilibrium; 
and when the graſs became. ſcarce in the ſheallings, they 
returned again to their principal farms, where they remait- 
ed while they had ſufficiency of paſture, and then, in the 
ſame manner, went back to their ſheallings, and obſervel 
this ambulatory courſe during the ſeaſons of vegetation ; and 
the only operations attended to during the ſummer ſeaſon 
was their peats or fuel, and repairing their ruſtic habits 
tions. When their ſmall crops were fit for it, all hands de. 
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ſame was cut and ſecured in barns, the walls of which were 
generally made of dry ſtone, or wreathed with branches or 
boughs of trees; and it was no fingular cuſtom, after harveſt, 
for the whole inhabitants to return to their ſheallings, and 
to abide there till driven from thence by the ſnow. Du- 
ring the winter and ſpring, the whole paſturage of the coun- 
try was a common, and a poind-fold was a thing totally un- 
known. The cultivation of the coantry was all performed 
in ſpring, the inhabitants having no taſte for pn. 
green crops or other modern improvements. 


Alteration fince 19 e the year 1746, the minds of 


the inhabitants ſeemed to have taken a different turn; the 
wadſetters, finding no longer the importance of their ſub- te- 
nants, cottars, and dependants, withdrew their former fami- 
liarity and protection; and theſe thereupon imbibed a ſpi- 
rit of independence ; and truſting to their own induſtry and 
exertions, many of them quitted their native country, for a 
better mode of living; and thoſe who remained, being now 
obliged to pay money-rent in place of their former ſer- 
vices, became more attentive to the cultivation of the ſoil. 


The wadſetters rights, having been all redeemed by the 


Crown, while in poſſeſſion of the Lovat eſtate, became then 
lenſible of their precarious tenures, and exacted from their 


tenants an additional rent, proportioned to the value of their 
| poſſeſſions 3 and it muſt be acknowledged, that this change 


ok ſyſtem made a great alteration on the appearance of the 
inhabitants; they no longer were ſeen at church or market 
with garments the produce of their own ſheep, ſpun by 
their wives and daughters, and the ſimple fare of their an- 
ceſtors entirely loſt its reliſh ; the labourer increaſed his de- 
mand of wages; and the principal tackſman, thereby find- 
ing the returns from his holding not to bear proportion to his 
ants, bethought himſelf of a different plan of management, 
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and exchanged his former tenants and dependants for a fla 
of ſouth country ſheep. This ſtep, altho' it had the appem. 
ance of great rigour, has turned out much to the advantag 
of the tenantry, who thereupon retired to the town of In. 
verneſs; and applying themſelves to induſtrious labour i 
the two manufaQtories there, they thereby not only imprs. 
ved their living, but were enabled to give education ani 
trades to their children, ſome of whom are now ſendiny 
grateful remittances from diſtant climes. The introductia 
of ſheep, though it at firſt had only the effect of baniſhiny 
the ſmall tenantry, will, if ſucceſsful, in a few years have the 
ſame tendency towards the principal tackſmen ; and thy 
once populons country will then exhibit the ſame ſcene d 
depopulation as we behold in the borders of this part of the 
united kingdoms : at ſame time, the ſucceſs of this new pla 
appears problematical, from the ſtate of the climate, which 
we ſhall now attempt to deſcribe.—Bnt we mult here, in 
treating of this pariſh, make a diſtinction betwixt the par 
of it to the eaſt of Suichuiman, and thoſe to the weſtward; 
the latter ſhall be denominated Abertarf, and the former 


Stratherrick. 


Climate. — The country of Abertarf, containing an extel- 
five plain from the weſt end of Lochneſs to the bounds d 
the pariſh of Kilmanivaig, is hardly 30 or 40 feet above tit 
level of the ſea; and owing to this circumſtance, as wells 
to the temperature of the lake, it is very little addicted v 
any laſting ſnow ; but from its contiguity to the Weſter 
Ocean, much more liable to floods of rain than the eater 
part of the pariſh,—Stratherrick, riſing gradually from it 
river Tarf to an altitude of 400 or 500 feet above the lev 
of the lake, with the exception only of the principal rel 
dence of the family of Foyers, and ſome other poſſeſſion 
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3 fog ewixt the eaſtern and weſtern ſeas, is not liable to inceſſant 
appear. rains; but, from its being furrounded with very high hills, 
lvantag it is not only accuſtomed to an early fall of ſnow, but it is 
n of In in the remembrance of many perſons now in life, to have 
zbour 1 ſeen the country for 6, 8, and g weeks, in ſuch a ſtate that 


n not a tuft of heather was to be ſeen. It is true, this has not 
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venture to ſay that theſe ſeaſons may not again recur; and 
az the produce of the country in corn and hay could not 
| ſubfiſt its preſent immenſe flock of the woolly ſpecies for 
| one week, the queſtion 15, in that event, in what manner 
| they can be preſerved from ſtarvation ? 


S0il.—The ſoil in this pariſh is of different qualities; that 
in Abertarf conſiſts, in the ſurface, of light black mould, but 
ſandy in the bottom; and in moſt years, from the great 
| moiſture iſſuing from the rains and vapours, to which that 
| part of the pariſh is generally liable, the growth of corn and 
| grals is very abundant; but except early crops, it is very 
leldom got ſafely ſecured. In Stratherrick, except in the 
few farms on the banks of Lochneſs, the foil is of a quality 
| nearly approximating to moſs. On the ſouth fide of ihe 


an exit) country it is generally obſerved that the ſurface is not above 
bounds d a foot or 18 inches from the chingle; on the north, from 
above tik | two to three feet deep; but as the whole united parith is in- 
as wells | terſected by a variety of rivers, the lands on the ba:ks 
addicted UB thereof are frequently found to contain abundance af clay, 
> Weſten Wil which in many places is very near the ſurface ; and as theſe. 
he ealter rivers are permitted to flow in their natural dire tion, with- 
from 7 out any interruption, they frequently inundate the neigh- 
ihe leve f bouring plains, and often lacerate and demoliſh thoſe parts 
cipal re ö thereof contiguous to them; and when theſe overflows hap- 
poſſeſlon ben in the winter or ſpring ſeaſons, before the crop is ſown, 
1 ; ve effect thereof is greatly to ameliorate vegetation, and 
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and exchanged his former tenants and dependants for a flac 
of ſouth country ſheep. This ſtep, altho' it had the appex. 
ance of great rigour, has turned out much to the advantay 
of the tenantry, who thereupon retired to the town of lp. 
verneſs; and applying themſelves to induſtrious labour in 
the two manufactories there, they thereby not only impre. 
ved their living, but were enabled to give education and 
trades to their children, ſome of whom are now ſending 
grateful remittances from diſtant climes. The introdudtin 
of ſheep, though it at firſt had only the effect of baniſhing 
the ſmall tenantry, will, if ſucceſsful, in a few years have the 
ſame tendency towards the principal tackſmen ; and thy 
once populous country will then exhibit the ſame ſcene d 
depopulation as we behold in the borders of this part of the 
united kingdoms : at ſame time, the ſucceſs of this new pla 
appears problematical, from the ſtate of the climate, which 
we ſhall now attempt to deſcribe.—Bnt we mult here, i 
treating of this pariſh, make a diſtinction betwixt the pars 
of it to the eaſt of Suichuiman, and thoſe to the weſtward; 
the latter ſhall be denominated Abertarf, and the former 


Stratherrick. 


Climate. The country of Abertarf, containing an exter- 
five plain from the weſt end of Lochneſs to the bounds d 
the pariſh of Kilmanivaig, is hardly 30 or 40 feet above tit 
level of the ſea; and owing to this circumſtance, as wells 
to the temperature of the lake, it is very little addicted u 
any laſting ow ; but from its contiguity to the Welter 
Ocean, much more liable to floods of rain than the eaſten 
part of the pariſh,—Stratherrick, riſing gradually from tt 
river Tarf to an altitude of 400 or 500 feet above the level 
of the lake, with the exception only of the principal ref 
dence of the family of Foyers, and ſome other poſſeſſion 
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ewixt the eaſtern and weſtern ſeas, is not liable to inceſſant 
rains; but, from its being furrounded with very high hills, 
it is not only accuſtomed to an early fall of ſnow, but it 1s 
in the remembrance of many perſons now in life, to have 
ſeen the country for 6, 8, and 9 weeks, in ſuch a ſtate that 
not a tuft of heather was to be ſeen. It is true, this has not 
| been the caſe for ſeven or eight years bygone, but who can 
venture to ſay that theſe ſeaſons may not again recur ; and 


duct as the produce of the country in corn and hay could not 
8 ſubſiſt its preſent immenſe flock of the woolly ſpecies for 
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Soil.— The ſoil in this pariſh is of different qualities; that 
in Abertarf conſiſts, in the ſurface, of light black mould, but 
ſandy in the bottom; and in moſt years, from the great 
moiſture iſſuing from the rains and vapours, to which that 


grals is very abundant; but except early crops, it is very 
ſeldom got ſafely ſecured. In Stratherrick, except in the 
| few farms on the banks of Lochneſs, the ſoil is of a quality 
nearly approximating to moſs. On the ſouth fide of che 


an 1 country it is generally obſerved that the ſurface is not above 
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icded u terſected by a variety of rivers, the lands on the banks 
* : thereof are frequently found to contain abundance «f clay, 
1 which in many places is very near the ſurface; and as theſe 


he 1 rivers are permitted to flow in their natural direction, with- 
NN 7 out any interruption, they frequently inundate the neigh- 
ö the * bouring plains, and often lacerate and demoliſh thoſe parts 
cipal rel. thereof contiguous to them; and when theſe overflows hap- 
poly ben in the winter or ſpring ſeaſons, before the crop is ſown, 
2 die effect thereof is greatly to ameliorate vegetation, and 
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the conſequence is a redundant crop of corn; but when this 


happens after the ſeed is in the ground, it generally proves 
the deſtruction of the crop; but the portions of lands, conti. 
guous to rivers, always produce the moſt exuberant crop of 
natural hay and paſturage. 


Agricultural Proceſs— Although no pariſh is better ſup. 
plied by nature with limeſtone, there being abundance 
thereof in the lands of Foyers in Statherrick, and in Aber. 
chalder in Abertarf, it is with regret we muſt mention, 
that the ſame has proved of very little benefit to the inhs- 
bitants of this pariſh, We do not learn that any part of 
Abertarf has been tried with lime as a manure, although 
many of the farms are within a very little diſtance of the 
quarry. It is true, Mr James Fraſer, writer to the fignet, 
proprietor of the lands of Gortuleg, has, within theſe 50 
6 years, manured his ground with lime brought from the 
quarries of Mr Fraſer of Foyers; from the ruggedneſs of the 
road, he is obliged to lead the lime-ftone on horſes backs to bi 
farm, or places nearly contiguous thereto; and as he has abun. 
dance of convenient fuel, he is enabled to burn them, in kiln: 
built in the corners of his fields, with leſs expence than any 
of his neighbours ; and although the conſequential returns o 
green crops, potatoes, and corn, greatly exceeds what | 
uſual in that country, the great expence of procuring thi 
manure, does not ſeem to afford ſufficient encouragement, fot 
his example admitting of imitation; but probably the he 
ritor of this quarry, may lay down a plan, for diſpoſing d 
the raw materials, at a moderate rate, for a ſpecific numbe! 
of years, and his neighbours may thereby be induced tt 
make ſufficient roads to the quarry, and thereby, with al 
local inconveniences, make a trial of this ſpecies of manuts 
eſpectally as the country abounds in variety of moſles 
which has now been found by experience to be an excel 
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ent ſubje& of improvement, when drained and ſufficiently 
manured with lime. It ſhould not be omitted, that ſome of 
the principal tackſmen in this country, have of late years 
been in the practice, of ploughing their ground, in the latter 
end of harveſt, and beginning of winter ; but the generality 
of ſub-tenants continue the old mode of labouring, which, 
{o far as we have been able to learn, was as follows: When 
a field was 3, 4, or 5 years lea, and failed to produce any 
graſs, if calculated for bear, it received one ploughing as 
ſoon after harveſt as was convenient, and in ſpring it was 
ſpread over with a compoſt of old divot, ſod or turf, and 
dung, and in the beginning of ſummer the lands were a ſe- 
cond time ploughed, and fown with bear, and afterwards 
yearly with black oats, while it yielded any tolerable pro- 
duce: if unfit for bear, it was tauthed in the preceding 
ſummer, or covered with the ſame compoſt as above-men- 
tioned during the winter, and ſo on ſucceſſively cropt with 
cats, every following year, in manner above ſpecified ; and 
it was no uncommon practice, for a farmer to take 5 or 6 
ſucceſſive crops of oats from the ſame field ; the reaſon aſ- 
figned for this frequency of crops is, that the ſeverity of the 
winter ſtorms rendering it neceſſary for the inhabitants to 
houſe their cattle, it was expedient, by every method, to pro- 
vide the means of their ſubſiſtence. | 
Produce.—The grain of this country, was anciently bear 
and black oats; and before the introduction of ſheep, the 
country abounded in black cattle, and on them the tenants 
chiefly relied for payment of their rents; and we have been 
allured, that the number of cattle annually ſold from this pa- 
Tiſh, would exceed 800. In Abertarf, from the mildneſs of 
the climate, theſe cattle were often diſpoſed of early in the 


| Year; but in Stratherrick they were ſo reduced during the 


foprle of the winter, as not to be ſaleable till the months of 
| Auguſt 
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Auguſt or September. But as more than three-fourths of this 
pariſh is now covered with ſheep, the number of black cattle 
is proportionably diminiſhed ; and it may be ſafely compu. 
ted, that there are now ſold annually from this pariſh from 
2000 to zoo ſheep and wethers. Within the laſt 30 year, 
the tenantry in general have run much upon potatoes, and 
in the country of Abertarf, this article of late years conſti. 
tutes the principal part of their crop ; and in Stratherrick, 
although a hilly country, every tenant and cottar has a pro- 
portion 'of his ground planted with this valuable root ; and 
it ſhould alſo be recorded, that two heritors of this country, 
having of late years been at conſiderable expence, in clear- 
ing their grounds of ſtones, levelling the ſame, by removing 
the banks or interſtices, vulgarly called mer:ns, which are 
now frequently to be ſeen in the unimproved part of the 
country, building dikes, &c. have alſo introduced a rots- 
tion of crops ; the firſt by ſowing turnips, following that 
with bear and graſs-ſeeds ; and it is to be hoped, that theſe 
ſucceſsful attempts will become hereafter an object of imi- 
tation.— Mr Fraſer of Gortuleg having about 4 years ago 
imported a ſpecies of grain called red oats, brought from the 
neighbourhood of Edinburgh, he has had ſuch proſperous 
returns, that moſt of the tenants in the country, to whom he 
is ſo obliging as communicate what can be ſpared of the 
produce, now prefer this grain to the black oats uſed by 
their anceſtors, as it is not only found to produce a redund- 
ant crop of ſtraw, but to ripen as early as the native grain 
of the country; but it would appear from the trials made, 
that this grain deteriorates in two or three years trial, and 
therefore a triennial importation would ſeem proper and 
neceſſary. Mr Fraſer has alſo incloſed ſeveral of his fields 

with thorn hedges, which are in a thriving condition. 
The natural wood of this country is chiefly birch, allar, 
and hazel; but from the great trunks found in all the 
| | | moſſes 
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moſſes, there ſeems no doubt, that the face of the country 


1 was anciently covered with fir and oak trees. The two 
compu. above-mentioned heritors, of late years, have much impro- 
h from ved the face of that part of the country where they reſide, 

> years, by large plantations of fir, larch, &c. &c. 

es, and So far as have been diſcovered, there appears to have 
conſtli. been no minerals of any value in this country, excepting 
xerrick, the lime-ſtone quarries on the eſtate of Foyers and Aber- 
a pro- chalder, as already noticed. 

t; and This country, does not appear ever to have been an ob- 
ountry, ject, for any great man to fix his reſidence in, and therefore, 
u clove: we can trace no remains of any edifice worthy of obſerva- 
moving tion. But it would be wrong to omit mentioning the cele- 
ich ic brated fall of Foyers, which is ſituated in this pariſh, and 
of 'the the beautiful ride from Inverneſs to this caſcade, amidſt a 
4 rot. ſmooth road, cut through tremenduous rocks, and ſhaded by 
ng that a natural hedge betwixt the ſame and Lochneſs, which, to- 
at theke gether with a variety of ſcenery preſenting itſelf amidſt 
Sh the thundering noiſe of the caſcade, has frequently engaged 
-Ars ag0 the admiration of travellers. 

Wy The garriſon of Fort-Auguſtus, fituated at the weſtern 
ſperou i end of the loch, on a plain of no inconſiderable magnitude, 
hos having the river Tarf on the ſouth-eaſt, the river Oich to 
Lern the weſt, and on all ſides ſurrounded with hills towering to 
led by an extravagant height, has often been admired for the va- 
BO ky riety of the landſcape ; aud as it lies in the centre of com- 
e grain munication betwixt the Weſtern Iſles and the South, ſeems 
«mall | ſufficiently calculated for the eſtabliſhment of a market, for 
al," and the ſeveral produce of theſe countries; and it is hoped, that 


per and the one lately attempted there, will, in nes prove of much 
is fields : public utility. 
| Were we to deſcribe the various glens and valleys which 


N. 

U. are to be ſeen in this pariſh, it would prove more a degree 
, | 4 

all the c pattiality to our native country, than any benefit aud 
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amuſement to the reader. But it would have been unpat. 
donable, to negle& giving a ſhort deſcription, of the pro. 
duive ſhealling or grazing called Killin : It is totally con, 
cealed from the few ſtrangers who are pleaſed to viſit the 


killin, 
freque! 
ſtrange 


inhabitants, being ſurrounded with hills of an immenſe 8 gs 
altitude, and the acceſs to it ſo rugged, as frequently to en. od 
danger the lives of infants, when tranſported thereto in | a 3 
manner above deſcribed. It is bounded on the eaſt by: ire, 
lake, from whence iſſues the principal river compoſing the 3 
Fall of Foyers; on both ſides of this loch the rocks deſcend Ke 
with ſuch inconceivable gradation as hardly to be paſſable; auc in 
on the north ſide it is ſo ſteep that it is denominated Eakin, height 
or Neceſſity, implying the great difficulty of paſſing that Lo h 
way; on the ſouth-fide called Craggin, or Rocky; and not. table ; 
withſtanding all the attempts by the inhabitants to render WW able tr 
it paſlable, it in ſome parts only contains a path of two or princiy 
three feet in breadth; and if a horſe ſtumbles, or is in the "OM 


leaſt affrighted, it tumbles down by a precipice into the I ence 
deepeſt part of the lake, and melancholy inſtances of this WWF 1-1 
kind have ſometimes occurred. When we come to the end 


of this curious path we are ſtruck with amazement ; behold . 
a valley covered with all ſpecies of verdure, a computed ſuppor 
mile in length, and a half mile in breadth, biſected by a ri- the he 
ver flowing in a meandrous courſe, compoſed of a variety meetir 
of ſtreams deſcending from the hills at the weſter end ; and ing to 
on all ſides the ground, riſing by imperceptible progreſſion r 
to the clouds, appears green to the very ſummit, To this "x pt 
thealling, the inhabitants, in ancient times, performed thei: thereb 
periodical migrations in manner above deſcribed ; but fince but pe 
the introduction of ſheep, the ſame has been moſtly detach- Wi 1 
ed from the former poſſeſſors, and is now principally inha- td exp 
bited by ſhepherds and their flacks. in this 


This pariſh abounds in a variety of lakes, viz. Lockfat- final x 
raline, Lochgarf, the two lakes of Knoky, Lochtarf, Loch. proba 
8 | kilbn, Vo 
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killin, &c. &c. and abound in a variety of fiſh, which has 
frequently proved the amuſement, and a delicious repaſt, to 
ſtrangers, as well as to the natives, 

The manners of the inhabitants of this pariſh have under. 
gone a material change within theſe 50 years; before that 
period they lived in a plain fimple manner, experienced 
few wants, and poſſeſſed not the means, nor had any 
deſire, of procuring any foreign commodities. If they had 
falt and tobacco, paid their pittance of rents, and performed 
their ordinary ſervices to their ſuperiors, and that their con- 
duct in general met their approbation, it ſeemed to be the 
height of their ambition; but this chain of attachment having 
been looſed, if not diſmembered, by the abolition of heri- 
table juriſdictions, &c, which ſoon ſucceeded the lament- 
able troubles of the years 1745 and 1746, the better Tort or 
principal tackſmen having become more indifferent about 
their inferiors, this inſpired them with a ſpirit of independ- 
ence, But though they have ſhaken off the prejudices of 
claniſh chivalry, the impreſſion of attachment to their na- 
tural ſuperior is not totally defaced ; for upon a late occa- 


ion, when their young chief had a call for men, in loyal 


ſupport of his King and Conſtitution, it is a recent fact, that 
the heritors and principal tackſmen of this diſtrict held a 
meeting, and aſſeſſed themſelves in men or money accord- 
ing to their ſeveral abilities: Their effort was abundantly 
ſucceſsful, without any breach of law or good order, and 


their example tended much to accelerate the national levy | 


thereby intended; and if the heritors of this country, will 
but perſevere in treating their inferiors with the ſame ten- 


| derneſs, humanity, and ſympathy, which they have hither- 
to experienced from the repreſentatives of the firſt family 


in this diſtri, we flatter ourſelves, that we ſhall not ſee a 
anal period, to this ſpecies of reciprocal ſenſibility, which 
probably, in a greater degree, is to be found among the 

Vor. XX, E Aborigines 
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Aborigines of this diſtri, than in that more eligible country 
in which, after quitting this pariſh, they eſtabliſh their ſet. 
tlement; and were it not reckoned a digreſſion from the 
ſubject of the preſent eſſay, we would expreſs our admin. 
tion, to behold the attachment the natives of this country 
bear to their natale ſolum ; that after waſting the prime of 
life in foreign climes, and in ſervices honourable to then. 
ſelves, and uſeful to their country, they limit their ideas to 
that domeſtic retirement, which has produced ſo many 
ſcenes of beauty and improvement, as in our viſit to that 
diſtri, the eyes are conſtantly ſtruck with; and when we 
are informed, that their tenures are by no means of a per. 
manent nature, protection, united with affability and com- 
placency on the one hand, and implicit confidence on the 
other, excites our wiſhes that ſach principles were to be- 
come more general throughout the nation. 

Having already obſerved, that in the days of old, tht 
whole paſturage of this country, after concluding rhe har: 
velit, was a ſpecies of common, we muſt not forbear te 
mention, that in modern times the practice is widely diff. 
rent; every tenant now-a-days is attentive to preſerve bi 
own bounds ; and as the principal farms were ſome years ago 
granted under leaſes of 19 years endurance, with a limited 

obligation to recompenſe the tenants for certain improve 
ments, this has produced ſeveral incloſures of various kind 
and though we cannot but admire the taſte with whit 
ſome of them have been executed, they have a tendency i 
divert the eye from the native deformity of the ſurface 
This emboldens us to ſay, that if heritors in general wer 
more liberal in their encouragement to the tenantry, and 
were they, relieved from thoſe fetters which their anceſtor 
had impoſed. upon them, frequently beyond their abilits 


that we would ſoon obſerve an exuberance of produce, and 
thol 
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thoſe ſcenes of beauty and urbanity, which ſtrike us with 
pleaſure and admiration in many improved diſtrifts of Scot- 
land. ; | 

This pariſh, being fituated in a part of the great opening 
hetwixt the weſt and the ſea, denominated of old Glenn- 
more-na-h'alabin, or the Large Glen of Caledonia. It may 
not be impertinent to this ſubject, to notice, the evident pub- 
lic utility that would reſult, by opening a communication, by 
water, betwixt the Murray Frith at Inverneſs and the 
branch of the Weſtern Ocean at Fort-William. The Author 
of Nature ſeems to have intended this as a practicable mea- 


| ſure: the diſtance, taken in a ſtraight direction, does not much 


exceed 50 miles; of this, Lochneſs, Lochoich, and Lochlochy, 
all fit for navigation, make up betwixt 3o and 40; and 


though we cannot venture to prognoſticate, that the expen- 


diture of uniting theſe lakes would return an immediate re- 
compenſe, we muſt beg leave to fignify our belief, that the 
employing the excreſſive wealth of this country in ſuch ope- 
rations, would, in proceſs of time, redound more to the na- 
tional advantage, than the ſporting thereof in ſpeculative 
ſchemes on tranſfalantic plantations, liable to the deſtructive 
mroads of Charibs, &c. &c. 

We cannot entertain a doubt, that it muſt be the blame of 
the heritors, if the tenantry of this pariſh, ſo near to inex- 
hauſtible lime-quarries, will not, in time, imitate the ſuc- 


ceſsful experiments already made, of ameliorating the pro- 


ductive value of their ſeveral tenements. But whether this 
mode will be found to yield a greater revenue to the land- 
bolders than covering the whole country with flocks of 
ſheep, is beyond our abilities to determine ; but we may 
with confidence aftirm, that this mode can alone reſtore the 
decreaſe of population of this country, which falls in courſe 
of our plan now to be ſtated. 

Formerly, Abertarf was inhabited by the numerous and 


hardy 
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hardy race of the names of Macdonald, Macgruers, Kenne, 
dies, and Fraſers, and ſome of the principal towns or farms 
poſſeſſed by gentlemen of much eſtimation in the country; 
but this part of the pariſh having, within theſe 30 years, ex. 
changed its proprietors, it is now almoſt totally under ſheey, 
and hardly contains the tenth part of its former inhabitanis; 
and ſome parts of the country of Stratherrick, having been 
converted into ſheep-walks, has conſiderably reduced the 


number of its people: So that in exhibiting the following 


ſtatement, taken from a late accurate inveſtigation, we re- 
gret much to find it confiderably ſhort of the ancient inha- 
bitants it formerly contained. In 'Dr Webſter's report, 
anno 1755, the number of fonts is ſtated at 1961. The pa- 
riſh at preſent contains 378 families, but of theſe at leaſt 18 
are connected with the garrifon of Fort-Auguſtus, and 70 
invalids, who all hve in the fort; and the number of inha. 
bitants, (including invalids), in the whole pariſh, amounts 
only to 1741; making a decreaſe of 220 fouls. From the 
number of men who have inliſted in his Majeſty's ſervice, 
in the courſe of the preſent war, it may be affirmed, that the 
proportion which the female ſex, bears to that of the male, 
is from 3 to 2. 


School.—The only ſource of education the inhabitants oi 
this pariſh have hitherto enjoyed, was a ſchoolmaſter elta- 
bliſhed by the Society for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
in the village of Fort-Auguſtus, who has had frequently 
from 750 to 80 and 100 ſcholars; but, in reſpect there have 
not hitherto been any parochial ſchoolmaſter eſtabliſhed in 
this diſtrict, that inſtitution has lately been withdrawn; but, 
25 we underſtand, that the whole heritors of this pariſh, are 
unanimous in their wiſh to have this defect remedied, we 
hope ſuon to ſee that uſeful appointment revived under the 


patronage of the Honourable Society; and it may with con. 
| ſidence 


fidenc 


more 
the ti 
place: 
ſort, 1 

Fo 
there 
pariſſ 


Re 
the g 
to L. 
be, o 
to di 
ſpecu 
us to 


Cl 
modi 
the v 
abou! 
A COT 
poſui 
they 
was 
whic 
from 
put t 


St 
to th 
elem 


1. x 
viſt; 


Lenne. 
farms 
untry; 
ars, ex. 
r ſheep, 
Ntanis; 
g been 
ed the 
lowing 
we re- 
t inha. 
report, 
he pa- 
eaſt 18 
and 70 
F 1nha- 
mounts 
om the 
ſervice, 
that the 
ze male, 


tants of 
ter ella- 
wledge, 
quently 
re have 
3ſhed in 
vn; but, 
riſh, are 
died, we 
nder the 
71th con- 


ſidence 


of Boleſkine and Abertarf. 37 


bdence be aſſerted, that no place in the north country ſtands 
more in need of ſuch an inſtitution, At preſent, ſuch of 
the tenants as have ability, ſend their children to diſtant 
places, for the means of education ; but thoſe of the poorer 
ſort, muſt neceſſarily be void of any ſpecies of literature. 

For what reaſon we cannot aſſign, but we do not find that 
there has been any regular baptiſmal regiſter, kept 1 in this 
pariſh, for many — paſt. 


Rent.— The valued rent of this parith, as appears from 
the general valuation-book, made up in the 1691, amounts 
to L. 3295 : 3: 4 Scotch; but what the real rent of it may 
be, or how far the ſame may admit of increaſe, or be liable 
to diminution, a circumſtance depending upon the preſent 
ſpeculation of ſheep-farming, is what we cannot take upon 
us to aſcertain, | 


Church and Manſe.— The preſent incumbent has a com- 
modious manſe, and a large church, which would contain 
the whole of the inhabitants of this pariſh, built and ſlated 
about 3o years ago. Theſe underwent a late reparation, at 
a conſiderable expence to the heritors; but, from the ex- 
poſure of both theſe edifices to the violence of the ſtorm, 
they will almoſt require an annual repair, for which there 
was a fund eſtabliſhed at the laſt preſbytery viſitation, 
which, if wiſely applied, may in future relieve the heritors 
from a great expenditure, {imilar to what er were lately 
put to. 


Stipend.— So far as we can learn, the old ſtipend payable 
to the clergyman was L. 75 Sterling, including communion - 


elements; but, by a late augmentation, it was increaſed to 
I. 105 Sterling, and is all payable in money, there being no 
victual rent in this pariſh, The miniſter has no other farm, 
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in addition to his glebe, excepting a ſmall graſing on the Lo. 
vat eſtate, for which he pays a moderate rent. 


Charafer,—The inhabitants of all ranks, are very regu. 
lar in their attendance on divine worſhip ; but we regret to 
mention our information, that the lower ſet, are apt to 44. 
ſemble in the evening at whiſky-houſes : the late parliamen- 
tary prohibition to diſtillation, has brought about a great re- 
formation in this reſpe&, having almoſt annihilated theſe 
nuiſances of retail, and we hope never again to obſerve, ſuch 
frequent violation of morality and decency in this pariſh. 


Heritors.— Beſides the Lovat family, there are ſix other 
proprietors, each of whom poſleſſes a ſeparate mill; and 
there are three mulls on the Lovat property in this pariſh. 


Antiquity, —We do not know of any monument of anti- 
quity worth. the mentioning, excepting that, on the eaſt 
confines of this pariſh, there is a towering hill of great alti- 
tude, and difficulty of acceſs on all fides, which, in the Gae- 
lic language, is called Dunardile, on the ſummit of which 
there appears the remains of an old fortification ; and we 
are informed that a ſimilar tower is in the ſame direction, 
contiguous to the houſe of Invergarry, in the pariſh of Kil- 
manivaig; and the tradition of the country is, that theſe 
hills were watch-towers for giving ſignals upon the ap- 
proach of an enemy, which was done by large fires, com- 
poſed of wood and other combuſtibles, and this ſeems to 
correſpond with the Gaelic etymology of the appellation, 
dun ſignifying a hill, ard high, and dyi/ Carnochs, or fol. 
lowers of a tribe. | 0 


Police. We cannot conclude this narrative, without ob- 
ſerving, that though few of the heritors reſide in this pa- 
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riſh, the principal inhabitants pay great attention to the 
police, ſuch as eſtabliſhing conſtables, holding regular meet- 
ings of Juſtices of the Peace, for conducting and repairing 
the highways, &c. &c.; and though it muſt be acknow- 


| ledged, that ſeveral miſtakes are committed in forming their 


plans, yet, if the ſkill and experience of the gentlemen of 


this pariſh was equal to their patriotic zeal, no diſtrict 


would be better ſupplied with theſe means of public accom- 
wodation, | 
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NUMBER III. 
PARISH OF KILMADOCK OR DOUNE, 


(County or PERTH, SYNOD or PERTH AND STIRLING, 
PRESBYTERY OF DUNBLANE). 


By Mx ALEXANDER MACGIBBON. 


Origin of the Names, 


FTHE ancient name of this pariſh is Kilmadock. The 

word il, is the ſame with the Gaelic word c., (the 
eonſonant c, in the Gaelic, being ſounded hard, like & in 
Engliſh), ſignify ing a church. yard. Some make this word 


to ſignify a Burying. place; but the Gaelic word for this 15 


cladb. The word cill, is, perhaps, the original of the Eng: 


liſh word cell, which ſignifies the cave, or little habitation of 


a religious perſon. 

But, whatever may he the true etymology, it is evident, 
that the ſequeſtered ſpot known by the name Kilmadocl, 
had been once the ſolitary habitation of Saint Madock, 
(Saint Madocus), and, perhaps, was the place of his inter- 


ment, as theſe pious fathers were commonly buried near to 
their recluſive habitation. 
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The church, or monaſtery, it is to be preſumed, was, there- 
fore, originally dedicated to this ſaint; and hence the pariſh 
obtained the preſent name. There are many other names of 
pariſhes in Scotland from the ſame origin, Such are Kil- 
martin, Kilmalie, Kilmarnock. &c. 

Formerly, the church ſtood on the ſpot juſt mentioned 
but having become ruinous, a new church was built in the 
town of Doune, in the year 1756; ſince which period, the 
pariſh has been frequently called Doune. The origin of 
this name will be explained under the title Doune Caſtle. 


Situation.—This pariſh is part of the weſtern diſtri of 
Perthſhire, and comprehends a conſiderable portion of the 
ancient ſte wartry of Monteith. It is ſituated in the preſby- 
tery of Dunblane, and ſynod of Perth and Stirling; and lies 
very near the centre of Scotland. 

Both the ancient and preſent churches lie low. But the 
greateſt part of the grounds in the pariſh command a grand 
view of Benlomond, and the neighbouring mountains, and a 
beautiful proſpect of the caſtle of Stirling, and the ſine coun- 
try that enriches the banks of the winding Forth; nor is the 
ſcenery rendered leſs beautiful, by the romantic banks of 
the Teith, which waſhes the fides of the ancient caſtle of 
Deune, and rolls along the pictureſque groves of Blair- 
Drummond ; and while the eye of the beholder is exhauſted 
by the endleſs variety of the objects in view, its fatigue is ge- 
nerouſly relieved. by the ſtupendous hills of Tough, Gar- 
gunnock, and Kippen, that extend, in a noble ridge, from 


| calt to welt, for the ſpace of 20 miles. 


Extent, Soil, Produce, — This pariſh lies north and ſouth ; 
and, like moſt of the other pariſhes in Scotland, is irregular 
in orm. The neighbouring pariſhes are, Muthill on the 
north, and north-eaſt ; Kippen on the ſouth ; Dunblane, and 
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part of Lecropt and Kincardine on the eaſt; and Callander, 
part of Port of Monteith, and another part of Kincardine, on the 
w-{t, It is ſeparated from Muthill, by a hill called Laine. 
vor, (which is, properly, Uargh-mor); and from the parih 
oi Kippen by the river Forth; and for a conſiderable way 
north from this river, it interſects the pariſh of Kincardine, 
The whole area of the pariſh is ſuppoſed TOE equal to a 
{ſquare of 8 miles, or 64 ſquare miles. 

The ſoil is various, viz. carſe-clay, till, loam, ſandy foil, 
boggy foil, heath or moor, and moſs. The lands on the 
fide of Forth are rich carſe clay; the riſing grounds to the 
north comprehending the lands of Coldoch, Craighead, 
Spittalton, and Gartincaber, are moſtly a rich garden mould; 
the ſouth banks of the Teith, are a mixture of till and loam; 
the north banks, and the grounds for, perhaps, a mile north- 
ward, are not ſo rich, having a mixture of ſand. In this 
diſtrict. however, there are ſeveral farms of excellent quali- 
ty, capable of producing all ſorts of grain in perfection, par- 
ticularly, in the lands of Craigton, Annat, Argaty, &c. 

The higher grounds of the pariſh, extending to Uaigh- 
mor, are moſtly wet boggy ground, and moſs and moor. 


The lands round the town of Doune, being occupied by 


the inhabitants, and enriched with the manure of the place, 
and the cattle-markets, are now rendered a fine garden 
mold; and thoſe to the eaſt of the town, comprehending the 
lands of Newton and Row, are a ſtrong rich till, perhaps, 
equally fertile as carſe elay. The quality of theſe lands, 
probably, gave riſe to their name, Row, which is, likely, 
the ſame with the Gaelic word ruadb, fignifying reddiſh, 
theſe lands being of a reddiſh colour, 

The various foils above deſcribed, at the ſame time, con- 
ſift of various degrees, on account of their local fituation. 
The lands on the ſouth fide of Teith, riſe gradually towards 
Gartincaber, and, from thence, flope gradually to the level 
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carſe on the banks of Forth; the whole forming a ridge, 
running from north-weſt to ſouth-eaſt, and extending along 
the lands of Lochfield, the houſe of Gartincaber, &c. where 
the ſoil is- coldeſt, and moſt barren; growing warmer and 


| ticher on each fide, as the grounds decline towards Teith ori 


the north, and the Carſe of Forth on the ſouth. When an- 
cient Caledonia was covered with woods, the wood along 
this ridge would be called, the grove on the hill-/ide, which, 
in Gaelic, is Garran-cabhar ; and hence the preſent name, 
Gartincaber. | 

The lands of Newton and Row are in the ſame form of 


a ridge, and hence exhibit various degrees; and as the 


grounds on the north banks of Teith riſe, gradually, to a 
conſiderable height, the ſoil, though of one general quality, 
grows colder, and more barren, as the riſe increaſes, the up- 
per farms being far inferior 1n fertility to thoſe on the river 
fide. 

The produce, like the foil, is various, vis. wheat, rye, 
oats, barley, beans, peas, clover, rye-graſs, and flax. The 
foil is alſo friendly to all kinds of roots, particularly the po- 
tatoe, and turnip, which grow in great abundance and per- 
fection. | 

Mr Dougal Balfour, a ſkilful farmer, in the year 1784, 
ſowed 3 bolls of ted oats, at Callichat, which produced no 
leſs than 48 bolls, yielding an equal quantity of meal. 

There is no wheat raiſed, except in the carſes on the 
banks of Forth ; though the moſt of the lands on the ſouth 
fide of Teith, as well as the Rows, and Newton, are capable 
of producing it. A. potatoe crop it accounted better huſban- 
dry, where the grounds are free and dry. This root en- 
riches the land, in place of exhauſting it, like wheat ; and 
when the crop is drilled, ſo as to admit horſe-hoeing, it is 
equal to a fallow; The potatoe is ſucceeded by a crop of 

barley, 
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barley, with graſs-ſeeds, which is found to be an excellent 
rotation. 


Hills.— Although the grounds of the pariſh riſe from 
the level of the Forth, to a great height on the north 
boundary, yet they cannot, properly, be called hilly 


ground. The aſcent is regular and progreſſive, and carri. 


ages of all ſorts may be conveyed to any part, except the 
hill on the north. The proper name of this hill is Uajgh- 
mor, ſignifying great cave, or dex; there being a cave in 
the rock, on the ſouth fide of the hill, which was formerly 
the haunt of robbers. Theſe were only extirpated about 
40 or 50 years ago. 


IWoods.—There are very few plantations, or natural 
woods. The heritors of this pariſh are extremely careleſs 
of planting. Nothing is more friendly to agriculture, in a 
cold climate, than warming the fields by woods, and ſtripes 
of planting ; and the pleaſures of the imagination are much 
refined by the proſpect of romantic woods and groves ; be- 
ſides, when ſuch immenſe ſums are annually remitted ts 
Norway, &c. for timber, there is an abſolute neceſſity for 
attending to uſeful plantations at home. In ſhort, the culti- 
vation of foreſt trees, unites in itſelf economy, profit, and 
beauty. Yet, ſtrange to tell, the whole of this pariſh ap- 
pears almoſt totally barren of planting. There is no diſtrict, 
perhaps, in Scotland, that affords greater ſcope for uſeful, 
as well as ornamental planting, than the pariſh of Doune: 
Large tracks of moor, unfit for any cultivation, or for pro- 
ducing even graſs, which would raiſe all Kinds of fir; and 
there are multitudes of waſte corners, through the arable 
grounds, that might be uſefullyEmployed in raiſing all forts 
of timber. In a very ſhort ſpace of time the grounds would 
wear a different aſpect, and agriculture be much improved. 
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No gentleman has exhibited a more ſtriking proof of the 
truth of the above remark, than the late Lord Kames, in 


the wonderful diſplay of his taſte and judgment on his 


eſtate of Blair-Drummond ; which, from a bleak barren 
waſte, without a ſhrub, may now vie even with the moſt 
luxuriant ſcenes of fancy. His Lordſhip has united art to 
nature. profit to pleaſure, and judgment to taſte, in ſuch an 
aſtoniſhing manner, that one, while beholding the effect of 
improvements on this ſpot, feels a ſatisfaction of enjoy ment 

not to be expreſſed. | 

It would be improper here to paſs unnoticed the fine 
drefſed lawns of Cambuſmore, where the verdant larix rears 
her lofty cone, to deck the dark ſullen brow of the Gram- 
pian mountain; and where the rolling ſtreams of the Teith 
reſound through the encircling grove. 

Nor is it here unpleaſant to mention the charming po- 
licy of Newton, where the aged oak rears his majeſtic 
boughs, to warm and protect the feeble ſtem of the tender 
ſprig. 

The Earl of Moray, who is proprietor of one-third of 
the pariſh, has, of late, turned his attention to the improve- 
ment of his eſtates here; and there is no doubt of his 
Lordſhip's ſetting a noble example to his neighbours, from 
the proof he has given of his taſte and judgment on his 
eſtates in Fife. Lord Moray's lands are finely adapted for 
planting and incloſing; and the revenues of this wealthy 
nobleman, can admit of thoſe experiments, which ſmaller 
heritors often feel a burden too heavy to bear, unleſs when 
they prove ſucceſsful. 


Springs, Lakes, Rivers, Fiſhing, —This pariſh abounds 
with fine water ſprings, from its peculiar ſituation on the 
edge of the Grampian mountains. From the ſides of 
Vaighmor a great number of ſprings iſſue; and at one place, 

near 


8 
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near the burn of Garwall, there is a very large ſpring, butf. 
ing out of the ſolid rock, in the form of a ſpont, the water 
whereof are ſuppoſed mineral, though no trial has been made 
of their quality. 

| The town of Doune is plentifully ſupplied with ſpring 
of {oft water, that never dry in the warmeſt ſummer ; ani 
the banks of Teith abound with ſimilar natural ſprings. l. 
ſhort, the whole grounds are liberally ſupplied with water, 
for the uſe of man and beaſt. | 

Below the hill Uaighmor, there is a conſiderable lake, 
formed chiefly from the multitude of living ſprings men- 
tioned above, called Lochmagharg, which 1s a Gaelic word, 
and means the loch at the level field —aig, being the Gazlic 
word for at, and magh, for a level field; ſo the loch jul 
mentioned lies at the level below Uaighmor. This lake 
forms nearly a circle, and 1s about a mile diameter. The 
adjoining heritors are, the Earl of Moray, whoſe grounds 
nearly ſurround it, and Edmonſtone of Cambuſwallace, It 
is of conſiderable depth, but no exact ſounding has been 
made, | 

There is a ſmall lake near Gartincaber, not near ſo large 
as Lochmaghaig. Except theſe, there are no other lakes 
within the pariſh. 

The river Forth bounds the ſouth end of the pariſh, and 
has been already deſcribed. It is navigable as far as the 
cruives of Craigforth, and could he eaſily rendered ſo all 
the way to Gartmore, by deepening one or two fords. 

The Forth abounds with ſalmon ; an account of the filb- 
ing whereof is given in the Statiſtical Account of the ps 
riſh of Stirling, The tract of the river above Craigforth i 
fo narrow and deep, that the net cannot be uſed with {uc- 
ceſs. | 

The next river is the Teith, formerly mentioned. It * 
riſes from Loch Cathrine, in Balquhidder ; from whence i 
paſſes, 
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paſſes, in an eaſterly direction, through other two ſmall 
lakes, and falls into Loch Ludnich *, a noble lake above 
Callander, ſurrounded with ſtupenduous rocks and moun- 
tains, totally inacceſſible from the lake on the weſt fide. The 
ſtream is conſiderably increaſed by this lake; and, iſſuing 
from the ſouth-eaſt end of the loch, it daſhes over precipi- 
ces, rocks, and cataracts, till it reaches the romantic village 
of Callander, where it beautifully meanders round the mea- 
dows and arbours, as if unwilling to leave this delightful 
ſpot. Being at length forced to depart, it holds a rapid 
courſe for ſeveral miles, waſhing the ancient chapels of 
Torry and Lanerick, the church of Kilmadock, and the 
Adelphi cotton- works; and, paſling the bridge of Doune, 
at length approaches the caſtle. From thence it moves 
gently along the ſolitary walks of Blair-Drummond, and 
the groteſque pleaſure-grounds of Ochtertyre, and joins the 
Forth about 3 miles north-weſt of Stirling. 

The banks of this river were frequently honoured with 
the preſence of the late Lord Kames, whoſe profound ge- 
nins, and refined taſte, has conferred ſo much honour on 
Scotland, This great admirer of the works of nature, ha- 
ving wandered along the banks of this beautiful river, till 
he reached that ſpot below the caſtle of Doune, where the 
ſcenery is remarkably pictureſque; and being wrapt in ad- 
miration of the grandeur of the ſcenery in view, reſted him- 
ſelf on a ſeat erected in honour of a favourite friend, on 


| which he immediately placed this inſcription : 


From Montagu's favourite ſeat, 
Look up to the lofty ſky, 
Look down to the rapid flood below, 


And yield to her, 
That nature is above art. 


Theſe 


* Ludgich Gynifies the little finger, which is the exact ſhape of the loch, 
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Theſe lines are at once philoſophical, poetical, and ex. 
preſſive, and worthy of his Lordihip ; and the works of thi 
honourable Judge on the banks of Teith, are a noble mony. 
ment of a bright underſtanding, a benevolent heart, and a 
angelic mind. 


— Him for the ſtudious ſhade 
Kind nature form'd, deep, comprehenſive, clear, 
Exact, and elegant; who, from the gloom 
Of cloiſter d monks, and jargon- teaching ſchools, 
Led forth the true philoſophy — 


THOMSON, 


The river Teith abounds with excellent trout and al. 
mon, which are caught chiefly by the rod and hook, There 
is a cruive erected below Doune caſtle, where great num- 
bers of ſalmon are caught; but, owing to the expence of 
keeping up dam-heads on this rapid river, which, in rainy 
ſeaſons, ſweeps every thing before it, there is no other 
cruive of conſequence ; though, when manufactures increaſe, 
and water machinery is erected on this river, cruives will 
become common; and thus multitudes of filhes be taken all 
the way towards Loch Ludnich. 

Beſides the fiſting of the Teith, Lochmaghaig abounds 
with pikes and perches ; but no trout or ſalmon. The pike 
and perch in this lake are very large, and, when properly 
dreſſed, afford tolerable good food; but, for want of boats 
few are caught. 

There are a number of ſmall rivers, or burns, that run 
from the north into Teith, which are excellent for all kind 
of water machinery, and afford ver yl fine trout fiſhing, eſpe- 
cially after rain. 

The largeſt is Ardoch, which riſes from Lochmagheig 
and is joined by the burn of Garwell, (a ſmall rivuie: that 
riſes on the eaſt fide of Uaighmor), and, after running 
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through part of the pariſh of Dunblane, (where it 1s called 
the Water of Kilbryde), joins the Teith below the caſtle w 


Doune. 
The next in fize is Kelty, which bounds the pariſh on 


the weſt, and joins the Teith at Cambuſmore, about a mile 
eaſt of the village of Callander, 

The other rivulet of conſequence is Annat, or Cambus, 
which is remarkable for its beautiful caſcades, near the 
houſe of Annat, where, by the force of the ſtream, in times 
of floods, it has formed a deep glen out of the ſolid rock. 
The houſe of Annat ſtands on the brink of a grand caſcade, 
known by the name of the Caldron-linn, from the conſtant 
boiling of the waters, like a ſeething caldron. This burn 
joins the Teith at the church of Kilmadock, rendering the 
ſpot extremely delightful and romantic. 

Beſides theſe, there are a number of other ſmaller rivu- 
lets, that render the grounds pleaſant as well as valuable, 
affording warm retreats to the cattle in ſtormy weather, and | 
a plentiful ſupply of water in time of drought, 


Wild Animals and Birds.—The wild animals here, are 
the ſame as in the neighbouring pariſhes, hares, rabbits, 
foxes, badgers, otters, foumarts, or polecats. The braes on 
the north-eaſt ſide of Cambuſwallace houſe have been long 
a receptacle for badgers and foxes; but theſe miſchievous 
animals are now much baniſhed, There are great numbers 
of otters to be found in the borders of Lochmaghaig ; and 
on the ſides of Uaighmor, the ſtag bounds along the heath. 
Partridges breed in great numbers, eſpecially on the 
north fide of Teith. All kinds of moor-fowl are to be 


found on the high grounds towards Uaighmor; and Loch- 


maghaig abounds with herons and wild-geeſe. In the win- 


ter ſeaſon, the geeſe fly down in the morning to moſs Flan- 
ders, where they remain till evening, and then return to 
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the loch. It is very pleaſant to behold theſe ſagacious bird; 
flying in a beautiful ſtring, beating the air moſt uniformly 
and regular, and Keeping watch by turns, even on their 


journey. 


Roads and Bridges. — The great roads from Edinburgh 
to Fort-William, and from Glaſgow to Perth, paſs through 
this pariſh, croſſing each other at the town of Doune. Theſe 
roads are far from being in good order, but application is 


made for making them turnpike. The road to Fort-Wil. 


liam paſſes along the north fide of Teith. 

Except theſe two roads, there are no other roads, public 
or private, in the pariſh, paſſable in bad weather. 

The public are equally ill ſupplied with bridges, though, 
it is evident, from the preceding deſcription of the rivers 
and burns, that communication muſt be much obſtructed in 
time of floods. There is no bridge over Teith, below Cal- 
lander, except one near Doune, called the Bridge of Teith. 
This 1s a ſtrong building of 2 arches, and has ſtood the teſt 
of 266 winters, though often in extreme danger, by the ra- 
pidity of the current, in time of thaw, after froſt. This 
uſeful bridge was erected by Robert Spittal, tailor to King 
James V. about the year 1530, previous to which, there 
was only a ferry- boat; and tradition reports, that Mr Spittal 


coming this way, happened to leave his money behind; 
the churliſh boatman refuſed to ferry him over; to reſent 


which inſult, the generous tailor immediately built the 
bridge, and ſo puniſhed the boatman, by ruining his buſi- 
neſs. But, be this as it may, Mr Spittal was a man of a 
noble mind, and benevolent heart; and the hoſpital he 
founded in Stirling, for the relief of poor tradeſmen, is ano- 
ther monument of his patriotic virtue. 
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Climate, Diſeaſe, Longevity.— This pariſh is an extremely 


healthful fituation. While the Grampian mountains pro- 


tect it from the nipping frofts of the north, it is finely ex- 
poſed to the Atlantic breeze, and heat of the ſun. The 
rapidity of the river Teith, and the ſmaller rivers, have 


likewiſe a ſtrong tendency to ſweep away thoſe noxious va- 


pours that haunt the low countries. Being fituated in the 
centre of the kingdom, the climate 1s mild, and free of 


' thoſe rains that drench the weſtern coaſt, and the plercing 


winds that blow inceſſantly on the inhabitants of the ea- 
ſtern borders. Hence, in this pariſh, there are very few 
diſeaſes. The inhabitants enjoy a clear healthful atmo- 
ſphere, and live to a good old age. Several remarkable in- 
ſtances of longevity have appeared in the pariſh; and, at 
preſent, men of Go, 70, and 80, are to be found in health 
and vigour. 

The only fatal Abet are, the ſmall-pox among the 
children, and fevers and conſumptions among the middle 
aged. 

The ſmall-pox often makes dreadful havock among the 
children of this diſtrict, owing to the practice of inoculation 
not being general. The country people conceive it highly 
improper to permit any act that tends to bring trouble or 
diſtreſs on their helpleſs infants. This extreme care and 


anxiety is a ſtrong mark of parental fondneſs and love; but 


experience 15 the ſtrongeſt argument, and nothing ought 
looner to conquer ancient prejudices. The ſmall-pox is 
evidently an epidemical diſeaſe ; and, if it be true that the 
natural pox is much more deſtructive than the inoculate, no 
perſon ſhould heſitate in adopting the practice. It has been 
clearly ſhewn, from the practice of many eminent gentle- 
men of the faculty, that, in the natural way, ane in four or 
l ve generally dies; dut, dy inoculation, not one of a thou- 

ſand ; 
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fand ; and ſome can boaſt of having inoculate ten thou. 
ſand, without the loſs of a ſingle patient. 

Fevers and conſumptions are the conſequence of hard le. 
bour, bad food, and colds. They are, therefore, moſt pre- 
valent amongſt the country people. The food of many of 
the people of this pariſh is extremely poor. No attention 
15 paid to the advantage of a kitchen garden. The houſes, 
too, are, in ſeveral places, wretched huts, ſcarcely capable 
of ſupporting the roof, and far leſs to defend againſt the 
ſtorm and colds of winter. The roads are likewiſe deep, 
and impaſſable; and the inſufficient clothing adds to the ge- 
neral train of cauſes. 

It is therefore an obje& of great importance for the 
heritors to repair the roads and houſes. It cannot be ex- 
pected that a tenant, for 19 years, will make roads, or build 
houſes, to laſt for, perhaps, 100. Hence, the poor tenant 
patches up a miſerable riekle, with a damp earthen floor, 
more like a humble ſheep-cote, than the rural habitation of 
the generous farmer. Unleſs the farmer be ſtrong and vigo- 
rous, the landlord cannot expect either a high or a well paid 
rent; but, by making the tenants feel happy and comfort- 
able, he may depend on a thriving tenant, and an increaſed 
rental, | 

A. regiſter of the weather will be inſerted, among the ge- 
neral tables at the end of this Report, along with a ſtate of 
the ſeaſons for ſowing and reaping the various crops raiſed 
in the pariſh, | 


Population. —In the year 1755, the whole number of 
ſouls in the pariſh, according to the report to Dr Webſter, 
were 2730; but at preſent they amount to 3209, including 
thoſe employed at the Adelphi cotton- works. A. particu 
lar account of the population is given in the general tables, 
mewing the number of families, farmers, tradeſmen, &c. 
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and of each particular age, ſex, and religious perſuaſion. 
The Adelphi cotton-works being lately burnt, about 20 fa- 
milies left Doune. | 


Language. The language of the common people in this 
pariſh, like many of the pariſhes in the neighbourhood, 18 
a mixture of Scotch and Engliſh. This jargon is very un- 
pleaſant to the ear, and a great impediment to fluent con- 
verſation. No language is more expreſſive than the Scotch, 
when ſpoken in perfection; and, though the accent be ſhort 
and unmuſical, yet it is by no means diſagreeable to hear 
two plain country men converſing in the true Scotch 
tongue; but, in this pariſh, you ſeldom meet with ſuch in- 
ſtances, —In the quarter towards Callander, the generality 
of the inhabitants ſpeak Gaelic; and this is perhaps till 


| more corrupt than even the Scotch, in the other quarters of 


the pariſh. It is impoſſible to conceive any thing ſo truly 
offenſive to the ear, as the converſation of theſe people. 
The true Gaelic is a noble language, worthy of the fire of 
Oſſian, and wonderfully adapted to the genius of a warlike 
nation; but the contemptible language of the people about 
Callander, and to the eaſt, is quite incapable of communica- 
ting a noble idea. 

It ought, therefore, to be earneſtly recommended to the 
people of this pariſh, and, indeed, to other pariſhes in that 
quarter, to ſtudy a more perfect ſtyle; either to practiſe the 
true Gaelic, the true Scotch, or the true Engliſh tongue. 

But all kinds of civilization in ſociety go hand in hand, 
and when arts and ſeiences begin to flouriſh here, the lan- 
guage will gradually poliſh and refine. 


Clarafter of the People. In this diſtrict a ſimplicity of 
manners, peculiar to rural felicity, has, for a long time, pre- 
vailed, A ſtranger to deceit, the honeſt farmer whiſtles 
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along the lawn, is quite careleſs of modern refinement, truf. 
ing his ſucceſs and proſperity to the kind hand of proyi. 
dence, and the faithful boſom. of the earth. He is now, 
however, beginning to perceive, that man was not formed 
a ſimple paſſive being, but inquiſitive, active, perſevering, 
and induſtrious. The genial warmth of religion, and the 
piercing rays of philoſophy, begin to expand his ideas ; he 
now perceives, with wonder and aſtoniſhment, the exten. 
five powers of the human mind; and, like a man awake 
from a dream, he ſtarts at the recollection of thoſe wild 
ideas of uncertainty that formerly employed his imaginz- 
tion. Hence a ſpirit of activity is faſt ſpreading among the 
inhabitants of this diſtrict; and when once they are com- 
pletely awake from their paſt ſlumbers, it may be reaſon. 
ably hoped they will ſoon excel in arts and ſciences. There 
are many laudable examples, of late, held forth by men of 
ſpirit and enterpriſe among them; the genius of commerce 
and agriculture appears to have viſited their borders; and, 
ſhould they once be ſenſible of their local advantages, no 
pariſh in Scotland will, 3 excel this, either in popu- 
lation or wealth. 


Jouns.— The only town in the pariſh is Doune. The 
name originates from the town being ſituated near by the 
ancient caſtle known by that name, which will be explain- 
ed under the title Doune Caſtle. 

It is very probable this town is coeval with the caſtle; 
but while public worſhip was diſpenſed at Kilmadock this 


town was very trifling ; and when the church at Doune s 


built, in the year 1756, there were very few houſes, excep! 
ſome ſcattered huts. Since that period, however, the vs. 


cancies have been ſupplied with neat buildin gs cov ered with 
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The town conſiſts of one ſtreet, of a commodious breadth, 
running from the bridge of Ardoch, a conſiderable diſtance 
weſt, to a point where the roads from bridge of Teith and 
Callander meet. On this point a very neat market-croſs 
i; erected; and, paſſing the croſs, the ſtreets divide with 
the road, each diviſion continuing ſo far as two bridges 
thrown acroſs a ſmall rivulet that runs ſouth to the Teith. 
The three ſtreets, thus ſituated, form exactly the letter V. 

As formerly mentioned, the fituation of Doune is low, 
but it is very healthful and dry, being cloſe on the banks 
of Teith, and upwards of 40 feet above the run of the wa- 
ter. This neat town ſtands on excellent ground for build- 
ing. The foundation is hard channel, covered with a coat 
of rich earth for gardens; and this continues a confider- 
able way north, and about a mile and a half weſt, the banks 
of Teith, forming a neat level ſpot, whereon ſtand the two 
great cattle. markets, held at Michaelmas and Martinmas 
annually. _ 

There is no public building in the town; but a patriotie 
gentlem an, one of the natives, lately propoſed to erect a 
town-houſe for public occaſions, with a ſpire, a bell, and a 


elock, and a market-place behind. The plan is worthy of 
the gentleman who propoſed 1 it; and, it is hoped, the people 


of the place will put it in execution. 

The village of Buchany lies on the Callander road, at the 
welt end of the plain mentioned above, and below the houſe 
of Cambuſwallace, which ſtands on the ſunny fide of a 
gentle riſing ground, commanding a view at once extenſive, 
pleaſant, and delightful. From the top of Cambuſwallace 
parks, the eye is preſented with an endleſs variety of pic- 


| tureſque objects, comprehending the river Teith, the village 


and caſtle of Doune, the policies of Blair-Drummond, and 
Stirling Caſtle. 


Buchany 
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Buchany unites with another village at the burn of An. 


nat, (here termed the burn of Cambus) ; and if ever this 


were to turn a commercial diſtrict, theſe villages and the 
town of Doune would very ſoon unite, 
There are no other towns or villages within the pariſh, 


Doune Caſtle.— This is a very noble and extenſive edi. 
fice. It is romanticly ſituated on a peninſula, at the june. 
tion of Teith and Ardoch, to the ſouth-eaſt of the town, 
commanding a full view of the Teith and bridge, and ſur. 
rounded with groves and verdant fields, Nature has point- 
ed out this ſpot as a. place of ſtrength, at leaſt well ſuited 
to the art of war in ancient times ; and, it is more than pro- 
bahle, that, at an early period, this ſpot was occupied by 
ſome fortification, long before the preſent edifice was erec- 
ted. This is the more probable, when it is conſidered, that 
the preſent caſtle was built by one of the Earls of Mon- 
teith, at a time when Monteith was a lordfhip of regality: 
It is natural to preſume, that the family would have called 


the edifice the Caſtle of Monteith, after the lordſhip to which 


it belonged; but having called it Doune, we may ſuppoſe 
that this was the ancient name of the ſpot whereon the build- 
ing was erected. 

The word Downe is Gaelic, as moſt of the names of places 
in this pariſh are. It retains the exact ſound of the Gaelic 
word dun, which fignifies a round hill or riſing ground, the 
mark over the vowel « ſignifying that this vowel is ſound- 
ed long, which renders the pronunciation the ſame with the 
preſent name Doune. There is no doubt of this being the 
origin of the name, for the caſtle ſtands on a beautiful 
mond, at the conflux of Teith and Ardoch, which, of 
courſe, would always be called the Mound or Hill, (in Gat: 
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The caſtle is a huge ſquare building, the walls being 40 
feet high, and about 10 feet thick. The tower is eree- 
ted on the north-eaſt corner, and what remains: of! it is about 
8o feet in height ; but its maſſy thickneſs detracts very 
much from its appearing lofty. The north- welt corner of 
the caſtle has been the family-refidence. The ſtrong wall 
mentioned above incloſes a ſpacious ſquare, each fide where- 
of 15 96 feet. The great gate ſtands on the north, and the 
iron gate and bars ſtill remain entire. There are ſeveral 
cellars and priſons on the ground- floor, on each fide of the 
entry; and, after being introduced into the great area, you 
aſcend to the tower and family-honſe by two outſide ſtairs, 
fanding over againſt each other, that appear to have been 
once ſhaded by a roof e with ſtone pillars, which are 
now in ruins. 

The weſter ſtair leads up to a ſpacious lobby, that divides 
This hall is 63 feet long, 
and 25 feet wide, and the roof has been covered with ſtone 
or ſlate, but nothing now remains except the walls, The 
kitchen chimney extends from the one fide of the room to 
the other, being ſupported by a ſtrong arch till entire; and 
the whole building, on this fide, has the remains of grandeur 
and magnificence. | 

The eafter ſtair leads up to the apartments in the tower. 
The firſt is a ſpacious room, with a pend roof, and a large 
chimney, containing a middle pillar. This room commu- 
nicates with the great hall at the north-weſt corner, and was 
perhaps tie family dining-room. There are ſeveral other 
apartments in the upper ftories : but the grandeur of this 
edifice is completely faced by thoſe terrible priſons it con- 
tains, | 

From the ſouth-eaſt corner of the Siding room above 
mentioned, a narrow ftone ſtair deſcends, and leads, by a 
lubterraneous paſſage, into a cell or dungeon, that lies below 
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the north fide of the room, into which no light is admitted 
except what it borrows from a little room above, through: 
ſmall ſquare hole in the pend roof of the cell, left for the 
purpoſe of preventing ſuffocation, and to let down the ſcan. 
ty pittance of the captive. 

In this horrid pit was ſhut up the viddigpy victim of the 
baron's diſpleaſure, where he lingered out a miſerable ex. 
iſtence. N 

O, deſpotiſm! ſure thy ſway eludes the piercing eye 
Of gentle freedom, and the ray of glorious liberty; 
And, in a cell remote and far from every ſocial right, 
Conſigus thy victims to deſpair and univerſal night! 


It is quite uncertain when this caſtle was built, as no date 


appears on any part of it. Being the family ſeat of the 


Earls of Monteith, it muſt have been built while this power. 
ful family had a ſhare of the government. From tt 
ſtructure it appears to be very ancient; and, as the earldoms 
of Fife and Monteith were in ſeparate families till united 


in the perſon of Robert, fon of King Robert II. of Scot- 


land, the moſt probable conjecture is, that this magnificent 
building was erected by one of the Earls of Monteith pre- 
vious to the time of Robert. 

The firſt Earl of Monteith (Walter Cummin) was eres. 
ted by Malcolm III. anno 1057, and this nobleman was al. 
terwards appointed Lord High- ſteward of Scotland. This 


Walter was the grandſon of Bancho, who was murdered by 


Macbeth; and having, with the aſſiſtance of Macduff (for- 
merly Thane, now) Earl of Fife, quelled a rebellion that 
threatened Malcolm, and flain the leader of the rebels, the 
King immediately conferred this high dignity upon him. 
In ancient times an officer was appointed in each diſtri 


for collecting the King's revenues, and adminiſtering juſtice, 


who was called a Thane, and the ſuperior officer over tht 
whole 
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whole was called the Abthane. So the title Earl being in- 
troduced by Malcolm in place of Thane, the Lord High- 
feward was in room of the Abthane. 

From this Walter, Lord High- ſte ward, the family of Stu- 
arts, that reigned ſo long over Scotland aroſe; and though 
there was no doubt a Thane of Monteith before the time of 
Walter, yet the high dignity conferred on this nobleman 
affords ample room to conjecture, that the preſent magnifi- 
cent caſtle of Doune was begun, and perhaps finiſhed, in 
What ſtrengthens this ftill more is, that Mal- 
colm and his four ſons, Duncan II. Edgar, Alexander I. 


and David I. who reigned ſucceſhvely over Scotland during 


a period of 8 years, cultivated the arts of peace, and ſo af- 
forded leiſure for ſuch extenſive buildings as the caſtle of 


Doune. David was himſelf a very great friend to archi- 


tecture, having built the noble church at | nn. and ſe- 
yeral others. | 

Tradition, however, reports, that the Caſtle of Doune was 
built by Murdac Duke of Albany, and Earl of Monteith 
and Fife. But, however much we may be diſpoſed to give 
credit to local tradition, yet the account of the life of this 
unfortunate nobleman - leaves great room to doubt how far 
it was poſſible for him to rear ſuch an edifice. At that 
time, no doubt, the power of ſuch a nobleman was great; 
and, having his vaſſals and dependants ready at his call, he 
could make a ſtrong effart to rear buildings in a ſhort time; 
but ſuch a vaſt building as the Caſtle of Doune could not be 
finiſned for many years. 5 

Murdac was ſon of Robert, who was ſon of Robert IT. 
King of Scotland. Robert was created Earl of Monteith, 
anno 1370; and in 1398 he was created Duke of Albany; 
and in 1406 he ſucceeded to the government, on the death 
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vn the year 1401 Murdac was taken priſoner by the 
Enctit at the battle of Homelden, and detained till en. 
changed for Percy, 1411; and, on 34 September 1420, be 
ſucceeded his father in the government; but, being of a lug. 
gilh diſpoſition, and ſcarce fit to manage his own family, he 
was obliged to refign the government in 4 years, and ſo 
could have neither the time nor jud . neceflary for ſuch 
2 building as Doune Caſtle: £ 
Perhaps it might be contrived by Murdac's father, why 
was a man of a bold enterpriſing ſpirit, generous and hu: 
mane, and much eſteemed by all ranks of people, at home 
and abroad. But any account of the true date of the caſtle 
can amount only to probability, | 
The misfortunes of Murdac ſeem equal to his indolence, 
For after being priſoner in a foreign country. 10 years, he 
led: a retired life until the death of his father, when he en- 
tered on his ſhort reign of 4 years, as Regent over Scotland, 
and ſoon became overwhelmed with the load of ſtate affairs 
His reſignation was ſuddenly followed by an accuſation di 
high-treaſon againſt him and his two fons, Walter and 
Alexander, and Duncan Earl of Lennox, his father-in-law, 
who were ſeized and carried priſoners to Stirling.” Mar. 
dac was taken betwixt Doune and Dunblane, at a ſmall ri. 
vulet, which was therefore called Murdoch's nn and it re· 
tains that name to this day. jt | 
In ſummer 1423 the priſoners were tried and condeinn- 
ea; and beheaded on one of the Govane hills, to the north 
of Stirling Caſtle, about half-way from the caſtle to the 
bridge. Iſabella, Murdac's wife, being carried from Doune 
Caſtle to the Caſtle of Tantallan in Lothian, the heads of 
her father, huſband, and children; were ſent to her in the 
priſon, to try if, impatient of grief, the would reveal the 
ſuppoſed treaſon ; but her anſwer was noble and elevated 
That if the crimes objected were true, the King had dons 
11 jullly 
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«juſtly, and according to law.“ Murdac, his lady, and 
two ſons, are intombed in their family burying-place, in a 
ſmall iſland of the Loch of Monteith, which lies near the 
Kirk of Port. | 1 ; 

During theſe Eee cranifabtions the Caſtle of Dookie 
3s well as Falkland in Fife, were ſeized by the King, and 
remained annexed - to the Crown till the year 1502, when 
Margaret, the daughter of Henry VII. King of England, 
was married to James IV. King of Scotland, and got ſettled 
on her, in liferent, the Caſtle of Doune, and certain lands in 
Monteith. After the death of James IV. ſhe married Hen- | 
ry Lord Methven, a deſcendant of Murdac Duke of Alba- 
ny. This marriage took place in the year 1528; and im- 
mediately thereafter the Queen, with conſent of her fon 
King James V. and of her huſband Lord Methven, granted 
to James Stewart, a younger brother of her huſband Lord 
Methven, and anceſtor. of the family of Moray, the cuſtody 
of the: Caſtle of Doune for his life; and which right was a 
few. years. afterwards converted into a feu to him and his 
heirs by King James V. This office had been enjoyed by 
the family of Edmonſtone of Duntreath, and occahoned a 
deadly quarrel betwixt the families, which ended in the aſ- 


ſaſſination of the above James Stewart by Edmonſtone of 
Duntreath. But James, the ſon of the above James Stew- 


art, obtained full poſſeſſion of the caſtle, and was afterwards 
created Lord Doune, by charter anno 1581. Since this pe- 
riod, the caſtle has remained in the poſſeſſion of the Earl 


of Mony! 5 My without interruption. 


* irs, - The variety of ſoil in this pariſh opens a 
very wide field for agricultural ſtudy. There 1s ſcarcely a 
fingle farm but has a change of ſoil in it, and hence, by 
{kill and induſtry, can be rendered fit for almoſt every 
crop, . 
| It 
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It is rather beyond the limits of theſe Statiſtical Inquiries 
to enter into the minùtis of an agricultural ſurvey; but, as 
the ſtate of agriculture is the moſt important object, it may 
be proper to arrange the obſervations thereon under Gifting 
heads : 

I. Draining. The firſt object of the farmer is to ſee that 
the grounds be made ſufficiently dry. It is in vain to look 
for good crops while the ground is wet or ſpongy. The 
ſeed generally rots, and, though it happen to take root, the 
plant never ripens. By this means, the farmer finds it loſt 


labour to plough or fow theſe wet and ſpongy parts of his 


farm. The pariſh of Kilmadock abounds with ſuch waſte 
corners, eſpecially where improvements have not made any 
progreſs. Almoſt in every part, even in Monteith and 
Rows, you ſee round fields of corn, with the intermediate 
ſpaces filled with wet, ſpongy, and ſometimes boggy ground. 


| Theſe waſte places are paſtured with cattle, attended by a 


hind, who, being always negligent, allows the field to be 
eat round the border, perhaps one, two, and in ſome places 
three yards deep. This is a very ſerious concern to the far- 
mer. Indeed his crop generally fails; and, being thus abu- 
ſed by the cattle, what remains will ſcarce replace the ſeed, 
and pay the labour. A fingle drain would cure the evil. 
The places that thus he wet are generally the richeſt of the 
farm, and capable of raiſing the beſt crops z and, were they 
properly drained, the whole field would become arable and 
fit for incloſing. It is unneceſſary to mention any particu- 
lar plan of draining, as this muſt depend on the ſituation of 
the field. There is, perhaps, one-fourth of the pariſh of 
Kilmadock requiring drains, that is, preſently, almoſt uſe- 


leſs; but which, if drained, would be the moſt valuable of 


the whole. : 
2. Levelling.— This is likewiſe an important article. The 


pariſh of Kilmadock is very irregular in the ſurface. A 
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ew well dreſſed fields are to be ſeen in the property of emi. 
nent improvers, but the rugged face of nature ſtill covers 
the greateſt part. There can be no perfect huſpandry un- 
leſs the fieldg are regular. A ſlope in a field is no diſad- 
vantage; but ſudden hollows, intermixed with mounds, will 
never yield regular crops. Befides, theſe hollows are gene- 
rally wet, while the mound 1s parched, and thus the field ri- 
pens unevenly. Levelling and draining ought, therefore, 
to go hand in hand, Sometimes the levelling of a field will 
ſupply the place of draining ; or draining may anfwer the 
purpoſe of levelling. 

While the grounds are neither drained nor levelled, it 
cannot be expected the farmer will perceive the advantage 
of incloſures. If you ſuggeſt the incloſing of a field, the 


. anſwer is, that, by incloſing and ſubdividing, the half of the 


graſs (meaning the places requiring to be drained and le- 
yelled, and which are uſed for graſs) would then be loſt. 
The farmers ſhould firft be taught the practice of draining 
and levelling ; and whenever the uſeleſs corners of the fields 
are brought into culture, an incloſure would become an ob- 
vious ad vantage. 

3. Clearing of Stones, —The grounds on the north fide of 
Teith are very much infeſted with ſtones, that obſtruct and 
break the plough; and ſeveral fields are wholly covered 
over with round bullets, giving the grounds a very waſte 
and barren appearance. | 
It is unneceſſary to mention the propriety of clearing the 
fields of ſtones, eſpecially thoſe that obſtru& the plough. 
Carrying ſtones off a field is gaining ſo much additional 
ground, for the trifling expence of carriage. Some farmers 
will gravely tell you, that the fields are the better of the 
Kones that lie on them. There never was a more miſerable 
excuſe for lazineſs. Stones lying on a field can ſurely be 
ok no uſe, except to occupy, perhaps, the half of the ſurſace, 
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4 which ſhould be covered with corn. Until the practice of 


laying down fields with ſown graſs was introduced, every 
farmer preſerved the round bullets of ſtones on his fields 
very ſacredly; but, when they came to cut the hay, theſe 


ſuppoſed friends proved noted enemies to the ſcythes, and, 


at length, drove the farmer to the neceſſity of turning of 
the ſtones to ſave his inſtruments; and thus mere neceſlity 
introduced the practice of clearing ground of ſtones. Hence 
it may eaſily be marked, in the pariſh of Kilmadock, what 
fields have been under the culture of graſs, from the ſmooth 
ſurface. 

4. Trenching.— The moſt effectual method of drainin g. b. 
velling, and clearing of ſtones, thoſe fields that are wet and 
ſpongy, is to trench the whole; ; yet this uſeful art is not 
known here. Trenching, though expenſive in the mean 
time, is the cheapeſt of all improvements in the end. The 


reaſon that farmers ſoon tire of draining their fields. is, 


becauſe they ſeldom happen to diſcover the true ſprings; 
and, when they ſtill obſerve the water overflowing their 
fields, they become diſpirited, and never make another at. 
tempt. The ſame is the caſe with ſtony fields: Though the 
farmer one year clean the ſurface of ſtones, the next plough- 
ing turns up as many; and country people, being ſoon dif- 
couraged, give up the conteſt, By trenching the field, the 


real origin of the ſprings are diſcovered, and every ſtone 


that obſtructs the plough can be taken out. In going over 
the field, the trenchers have no more to do than place 
ſtake wherever they find a ſpring; and, when the whole field 
is dreſſed, it can then be confidered where the common drain 
ſhould be placed, ſo as to communicate with the ſprings thus 
diſcovered. The beſt drain for ſuch fields is a ditch, filled 
half up with the round ſtones taken out of the field, and co- 


vered over with a ſufficient depth of earth. A field thus 
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drefſed will produce excellent crops, and ſoon repay the la- 
bour. 8 

5. Straightening Marches and Burns. — There can never be 
my real improvements while the marches are crooked and 
ircegular. As heritors have the authority of an act of Parlia- 
ment for compelling their neighbours to ſtraighten marches, 
there is no excuſe for allowing any to remain uneven. The 
irregularity of marches is always an objection againſt in- 
cloſing, and the ſource of endleſs ſtrife between the tenants. 

In the pariſh of Kilmadock the marches are ſhamefully 
irregular. The eſtate of Cambuſwallace was lately incloſed, 
and the marches ſtraightened, which has had a wonderful 
effe& on the proſperity of the farmers. By the advantages 
of incloſures and ſtraight marches, the tenants are able to 
pay an advance rent, and live much better than when 
their rents were low, and the ground open and irregular. 

The ſtraightening of ſmall burns and rivulets is an impor- 
tant article. Theſe feeble ſtreams are generally fond of 
wandering along a multitude of ſerpentine windings, occu- 
ping an immenſe ſtretch if lengthened out in a ſtragut 
line. By caſting a ſtraight ditch in the centre, the whole 
ground occupied by the windings would be gained, aud the 
links, formerly ſanded and uſeleſs, could be converted into 
arable land. Of all other ſoils theſe haughs are the richeſt. 
They would produce all kinds of grain in perfection, parti- 
cularly flax; and, when laid down in graſs, no paſture would 
be equal, either for ſhelter in time of ſtorms, or for ſuccu- 
lent food in time of dronght. 

6. Dividing Run-rig Lands and Commons. There were 
leveral farms in this diſtrict run-rig, and large tracts of 
waſte common moors, not long ago, but theſe are all now 
exchanged and divided, which may be conſidered the hap- 
p7 prelude of future improvements. 


Vol. XX. 1 7. Inch/ing. 


66 Statiſtical Account 


7. Incloſing.—The fields being drained, levelled, cleared 
of ſtones, and trenched where neceſſary, the marche 
ſtraigbtened, and interſperſed fields exchanged, incloſing 
then becomes an obvious advantage. 

There is ſcarcely more than one- tenth of the pariſh of 
Kilmadock incloſed and ſubdivided, though excellent ſtones 
for dikes could be got almoit every where, and hedges 
could be reared over three-fourths of the grounds. 

The grand objects of incloſing are, the ſafety of the erop 
from cattle, and the eaſe of the cattle while feeding; either 
of which advantages are alone ſufficient to recommend 
fence. It is a ſerious matter for a farmer to have, perhaps 
the breadth of one or two yards round his fields deſtroyed 
by the cattle. It is a propoſition in geometry, that the 
ſmaller the area the greater is the circumference in propor: 
tion Hence, the ſmaller the field, the greater is the da - 
mage from the cattle. 

The pariſh of Kilmadock, where waſte and onincloſed, i b 
plonghed in detached fields, while the intermediate ſpace 
are uſed for paſture. The conſequence is obvious: That 
the circumference or border of each field is abuſed by the 
cattle, or the graſs loſt; either of which is a very ſerious 
diſadvantage to the farmer. 

With regard to the eaſe and ſafety of the cattle, the dit- 
ference of open from incloſed fields is beyond calculation, 
A cow 1s an animal that is fond of eaſe, and never thrives 
under the management of a hind. A cow, again, loves to 
crop the morning dew, and to reſt at noon. The hind, on 
the contrary, cannot riſe betimes, and is therefore under the 
neceſſity of feeding the cattle in the heat of the day, when 
they wiſh to lie down and reſt. A cow is likewiſe fond of 
lying down at evening, without the fatigue of travelling far 
to her bed; the hind, on the contrary, drives her home to 
the tail, where ſhe is tied to a Rake like a criminal. In 
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ſhort, the advantage of incloſures for cattle can only be rec- 
koned by experience. The ſtrongeſt proof of their excel- 
lence 1s this circumſtance, that no grazier who once knows 
their value will ever after rent open unincloſed fields. 

8. Rotation of Crops, — There being few incloſures in 
Kilmadock pariſh, rotation of erops has made very little 
progreſs. In the diſtrict above the Teith, the abſurd prac- 
tice of having infield and outfield {till prevails. This prac- 
tice is the ſtrongeſt mark of the imperfect ſtate of huſban- 
dry in former times. When wheel-carriages were little 
uſed, and dung was the only manure, the farmers conſtant- 
ly ſpread it out upon the fields near the dwelling-houſe, and 
theſe fields were, on that account, commonly in tillage 
every year. The fields at a diſtance received no ma- 
nure at all, except the produce of the paſturing cattle, 
and theſe were incloſed 1n temporary folds, in the middle 
of the day and during the night, erected on the arable out- 
fields, and moved (or, in the more emphatic term of the 
farmers, flitted) at the end of every week. Theſe fields, 
when thus manured, were ploughed the next year, and one 
or two crops more taken, and then allowed to ſward for 
graſs, Here, in a peculiar manner, was felt the lois of ſown 
graſs, Independent of the want ofra crop of hay, the field, 
from the dreary ſtubble, required two or three years to ren- 
der the graſs of any uſe for paſture. The cattle were ex- 
tremely fond of the infant graſs, and conſtantly poached and 
deſtroyed its growth ; and thus the farmer generally loſt the 
uſe of his graſs fields for at leaſt 2 years in every 8 or 10. 
How very different their ſituation under the new huſban- 
dry. By taking a hay crop, | the farmer reaps more profit 
than from having the ficld in corn; and, during the growth 
of the hay, the roots of the graſs ſpread and cover the ſur- 
face with a ſtrong coat, capable of ſupporting the feet of 
the cattle the ſollowing year, when the paſture is rich, [reſh, 

and 


l 
l 
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and abundant. Of all improvements in huſbandry thef 
hundred years, ſown graſs may be ranked among the moſ 
valuable. | 

While it is generally acknowledged that plants rob the 
ſoil, it is at the ſame time admitted, that they rob it in 
different degrees, ſome more, and ſome leſs, according to 
their nature, and manner of receiving food. Theſe evident 
truths at once ſuggeſt the idea of change; as the farmer 
perceives it of importance to arrange his ſucceſſion of crop 
as may be leaſt hurtful to the ſoil, and, at the ſame time, 
molt profitable on the whole. Hence, the praQtice of rota. 
tion of crops. 

The advantages of this diſcovery are manifold : Having 
a variety of crops, the farmer divides the labour of the 
year. He is in no riſk of the field not agreeing with the 
crop. And he can ſupply the market annually with all 
kinds of proyiſions. 

An account of the various rotations obſerved in this pa- 


. Tiſh will be given among the general tables. 


9. Szze of Farms. The farms in the pariſh are of vari- 
ous ſizes, as will be ſeen in the general tables. Formerly 
this pariſh abounded with cottaries ; but theſe are now quite 
aboliſhed, except a very few ; and, of late, the farms have 
been conſiderably enlarged in many places, owing, partly, 
to the increaſing independence of the farmer from his once 
miſerable condition as a military bondman ; but' the chief 
cauſe is the introduction of the arts, whereby bodily labour 
has been ſo wonderfully ſaved. The farmer, in ancient 
times, ſeldom reared any crop but oats, a little barley, and 
peas. With theſe he ſowed his infield conſtantly, and his 
outfield occaſionally, when not in graſs. Hence, a ſmall 
farm rendered him hurried in time of ſeed and harveſt, and 
the manufacturing it occupied his whole labour during win- 
ter. In {ſummer he was literally idle! In theſe enlighten- 
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ed days the farmer is ploughing, ſowing, and reaping, eve- 
ry month of the year, Wheat, rye, oats, barley, peas, 
beans, clover, and rye-graſs, flax, hay, potatoes, turnips, 
and other roots, are crops that afford work to the farmer 
in all ſeaſons of the year, and hence he 1s enabled to manage 


a much larger portion of ground than under the old ſyſtem. 


And when the improvement of roads, implements of huſ- 
bandry, mode of labour, &c. are brought into the calcula- 
tion, it is at once plain how large farms have been introdu- 
ced. 

It is ſaid that large farms depopulate the country. This, 
however, is a concluſion that can only be drawn from a 
partial view of the ſubject. There are two ſpecies of la- 
bour, unproductive and productive. Unproductive, is that 
labour that barely ſupports the labourer ; productive, is that 
labour that ſupports the labourer, and leaves a balance. 
The balance is produced to the commonwealth, and fo leſ- 
ſens the labour of others. If one year a man ſupports him- 
ſelf only, and the next year he ſupports himſelf and his 
wife, he doubles the population; if he ſupports himſelf, his 
wife, and a child, he triples the population, and fo on. 
Hence, the more labour produced by art or Oy, the 
greater is, or may be, the population. 

From theſe facts, it is plain, that if the enlarging of farms 
has not been owing to an increaſe of labourers on theſe 
farms, but to art and induſtry, that the population is there- 
by increaſed, The population on the farms is indeed much 
diminiſhed ; but the increaſe of the proviſions brought to 
market from theſe farms muſt evidently be capable of ſup- 
porting an increaſe of population. If this increaſe of provi- 


lions be exported for a ſupply of luxuries, the art and indu- 


liry of the laborious farmer, no doubt, diſappears, and is 
watted at the pampered tables of thoſe who, in theſe days 
al. vice, profligacy, and licentiouſneſs, are falſely denomina- 

ted 
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ted the Great. That man alone can be called Great, who, 
having once produced the neceſſaries of life in abundance, 
by art and induſtry, deals them liberally around to feed 3 
multitude. But he who ſpends his time in ſloth and idle. 
neſs, and ſquanders and waſtes the labours of the year in 
riot and diſſipation, is a being of all others the moſt wretch. 
ed. 

When the population of the country happens to appear 
on the decreaſe, it ought not therefore to be concluded, that 
the enlarging of farms is the cauſe. We ought rather to 


count the diſhes that now garniſh our table, and compare 


theſe with what graced the humble board of the fires of an- 
cient times. 


In ancient times, the ſacred plough employ'd 
The kings and awful fathers of mankind : 
And ſome, with whom compar'd your inſett-tribes 
Are but the beings of a ſummer's day, | 
Have held the ſcale of empire, rul'd the ſtorm 
Of mighty war; then with unwearied hand, 
Diſdaining little delicacies, ſeiz'd 
The plough, and greatly independent liv'd. 
Tuousox. 


10. Leaſes and Rent. — The rents are now generally paid 
in money, and all perſonal ſervices are aboliſned. The te- 


nants perform ſtatute- labour on the high- roads, and pay all 


public burdens, ſuch as ceſs, &c. 

The Earl of Moray frequently makes hs riſe-rent pro- 
greſſive, at the end of 5, 7, or 10 years, of a 19 years leaſe. 
This is an excellent method, and ought to be generally a. 
dopted. Towards the end of a leaſe, where the rent has 
been the ſame from its commencement, the tenant is diſpi- 
rited at the proſpe& of a high rent, and when the rent 1s 
raiſed, his flock. is exhauſted during the firſt 3 or 4 years, 
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aud it is a hundred to one if he is able to continue. But 
when the riſe- rent is progreſſive, the tenant has no occaſion 
to dread the iſſue of his leaſe, becauſe, unleſs the improve- 
ments be great, there is no variation from one of the com- 
mon riſes in the progreſſive ſcale. Hence, he is always ac- 
tive and induſtrious, and never defers improvements for the 
commencement of a new tack. 

As to the duration of leaſes, various opinions have been 
formed. Without pretending to judge of a point ſo uncer- 
tain, it may be noticed, that the duration of a leaſe muſt de- 
pend greatly on the ſituation of the farm. If a graſs farm, 
the only uſe of a leaſe is to afford the tenant time for breed- 
ing the cattle, and diſpoſing upon them. Cattle thrive beſt 
on the ground where they have been reared; and the un- 
certainty of markets renders it dangerous for a grazier to be 
a tenant from year to year only. 

As to arable farms, a variety of circumſtances have to 
be conſidered. 1. The ſtate of culture. 2. The manure to 
he uſed. 3. The rotation of crops. If the ground be 
waſte, and in need of improvement, the tenant ſhould have 
his leaſe lengthened to encourage him. If the manure be 
quicklime, he cannot be removed ſo long as the powers of 
the lime remain active. This may be from 6 to 10 years. 
If marl is uſed, the leaſe muſt be longer, as this manure 
laſts a conſiderable while. If a rotation of crops be obſer- 
ved, the tenant cannot be removed during the rotation. 

From theſe dircumſtances, it is plain, that the duration of 
a leaſe muſt depend much on the nature of the farm, and 
the plan of management. 

11. Houſes —The houſes are much improved of late. 
The tenants now begin to perceive the advantage of good 
houſes, and of living ſeparate from their cattle, 

On the ſouth fide of Teith you meet with ſeveral 


very neat houſes, of two ſtories, covered with late, and 
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handſomely finiſhed within. The offices ſtand on each fide, 
with tile-roofs, forming a rural ſquare, at once pleaſant, 
warm, and hoſpitable. Farm-houſes of this conſtruction 
are now becoming general; yet, in many places, the houſes 
are no better than what they were 30 or 40 years ago; 
cold, dark, ſooty huts; ſcarcely a pane of glaſs to be ſeen; 
roofs of thatch, ruſhes, heather, ar broom ; the cattle and 
people entering at the ſame door; earthen floors ; the 
fire on the hearth-ſtone, and ſcarcely a vent or chimney, It 
is lamentable to behold the exalted character of the gene. 
rous farmer degraded by ſuch miſerable habitations. 

But the error lies on the fide of the maſters. If a te. 
nant's leaſe is to laſt only 19 years, he either builds no fen- 
ces or houſes at all, or of ſach a nature as to laſt little 


Jonger than the leaſe. Indeed, if he acted otherwiſe, he 


would be injuring himſelf. In all tranſaQtions, at home or 
abroad, every thing ſhould be reduced to the teſt of calcu- 
lation. It is manifeſt injuſtice towards a tenant to take him 


bound to erect dikes or houſes that ought to laſt at leaſt 100 


years, and pive him only a 19 years leafe. None but fools, 


madmen, or poor ignorant tenants, ſnuddering before their 


laird, would bind themſelves fo abſurdly. The tenant 
ought neither to improve, plant, nor build, without pay- 
ment. Neither ſhould he beſtow manure, to laſt longer 


than his leaſe, without a reaſonable allowance at the iſſue. 


All that the tenant, in juſtice to himſelf, ought to do, is, to 
labour and uſe the land to the beſt advantage, ſo as not to 
leave it worſe or poorer than he received it. With regard 
to improving wafte ground, and building dikes and houſes, 
the proprietor ſhould pay the whole outlay, and charge the 
tenant with a certain intereſt annually. This plan was 
practiſed with the tenants of Cambuſwallace ſome year 
ago, and the example is faſt ſpreading over the pariſh. 

12. Read. 
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12. Roads The by-roads of the farmers, all over the 
pariſh, are in a wretched condition, and abſolutely impaſ- 
fable through the one half of the year. The carts and har- 
neſs are generally ſhattered and broke in a few journies; 
and hence the horſes, carts, and harnefs, conſtantly wear the 
marks of poverty, and, inſtead of performing the work with 
vigour, both men and horſes ſoon languiſh and decay. 

It is, however, pleaſant to obſerve the ſituation of the 
farmer who ſtudies improvements, who has a comfortable 
habitation, and good roads; the freſh bloom of contentment 
is ſeated on his countenance, his motions are ſpirited and ac- 
tive, his implements of huſbandry appear as if freſh from 
the hand of the painter, and his vigorous horſe is ſeen paW- 
ing in the valley. 

13. Implements of huſbandry — While the lands were in- 
feſted with ſtones, the implements of huſbandry were ex- 
tremely mean; but good ploughs, and harrows of the beſt 
conſtrnQtion, are now every where to be ſeen. Yet, where 
the grounds remain wet and ſtony, the labouring utenſils are 
fill imperfect. What is termed the broad-plough is ſtill 
uſed on the north fide of Teith. In this plougb 4 horſes are 
yoked abreaſt, with a goadman or driver placed before the 
horſes heads, with his face towards the ploughman ; and in 
this poſition the driver walks backward, ſtriking the horſes 
in the face to make them come forward! The brake 
and cleaning-harrow are little known. The late Colonel 
Edmonſtone of Newton introduced the new- invented turnip 
drill-ptough ; but the farmers only looked and wondered at 
it, as they would at a rope-dancer. Several eminent far- 
mers have, however, ſhewn noble examples of good huſban- 
dry, and are beginning to open the eyes of their neighbours, 
irom their farms appearing like ſo many gardens, in the 
midſt of a bleak uncultivated country. 
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 Thraſhing-mll.—This is one of the moſt ingenions and 
moſt uſeful inventions that has, perhaps, ever appeared 4 in 
the world. 
The firſt inventor was Michael Stirling, farmer in Craig. 
head, in the pariſh of Dunblane, who died in the 89th year 


olf his age, on the iſt of February 1796. This venerable old 


man, when in the prime of life, had a ſtrong propenſity to 
every curious in vention; and, after much thought and ſtudy, 
he prepared and finiſhed a machine for thraſhing his corn in 


the year 1748, having employed tradeſmen to execute the 


work under his direction. 

The axis of the thraſhing-board, was placed perpendicu- 
lar, and was moved by an inner wheel, on the ſame axis 
with an outer one that went by water. The men ſtood 
round about theſe boards hke lint cleaners, each man with 
his ſheaf, and performed the work with great rapidity. 

Mr Stirling's ignorant neighbours were, however, no way 
ſtruck with the invention, but laughed at it, and called him 
a maggotty fellow. In ſhort, like Noah with his ark, poor 
Mr Stirling was ſurrounded only with mockers, and at 
length he concealed his operations altogether. The won- 
derful powers of the machine, however, ſoon drew the at- 
tention of ſtrangers, who came and picked up models, and 
ſo were enabled to erect others, both in Scotland and Eng- 
land. Mr Stirling's machine, in one ſhort winter-day, thraſh- 
ed 50 threaves of ſtiff outfield corn, yielding 16 bolls of 
oats, which would have taken 16 days of one man to 
thraſh with the flail. This account was got from William 
Stirling, farmer in Craigforth, one of Michael Stirling's 
ſons, who is a very reſpectable man, on whoſe report the 
public may rely. 

Mr Stirling's mill being perpendicular, was found rather 
inconvenient, and therefore Mr Meikle at Alloa, an inge- 


nious gentleman, conſtructed # horizontal axis for the thraſh- 
ing- 
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ing-boards, by adding another wheel, which had a wonder- 


ful effect, as the ſheaf could be ſpread ſo as to be taken in 
and bruiſed by rollers; and this likewiſe ſaved a number of 
hands, 


A particular account of the powers of this machine, an 


the ſaving to each farmer, will be given in the appendix, 


Manure.— There has been no limeſtone or coal hitherto 
diſcovered in this pariſh. The only local manure, there- 


fore, is dung, which is far from being ſufficient for the 


lands; and the farmers have to carry lime, as well as coal, 
from Stirling, Sauchie, and other places, an average diſtance 
of 12 miles to the pariſh in general. Hence, the ground 
continues low rented, the time of the farmers being occupi- 
ed during ſummer in carrying home lime and coal. A 
ſmall navigable canal would be of the utmoſt importance 
to the heritors, independent of the ſaving of carriage in ge- 
neral; to ſhew which, a general view of the expence and 
profit is given in the appendix. 

No manure is ſuperior to the clay or mud collected in 
the bottom of rivulets and burns. Many of theſe run thro' 
this pariſh ; and, were the farmers only at the pains to ſpread 
the ſcourings of theſe burns on their fields, they would find 
more benefit from it than even lime. It enlarges the ſtock 
of fertile earth, and mellows the ſoil. Yet few farmers 
think of this. Prejudice and cuſtom rule every action of 
our lives; and even thoſe who have taſte and judgment to 
make experiments, are driven by the multitude into the 
practice of what 1s common. A little time, however, will 
ripen every improvement, and bring it to perfection. 


Drying-Rilns.— Preparing corns for the mill is an impor- 
tant article. Not long ago, the common practice in this 


pariſh was for each farmer to have a kiln of his own. The 
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market was therefore filled with bad meal, loft in the dry. 
ing, from the inſufficiency of theſe rickles of buildings to 
perform the work. Beſides, there were many melancholy 
accidents from fire. Theſe, and ſome other cauſes, have 
now made way for the introduction of brick — which 
have become general. 

It would be a capital improvement to ere& a kiln at eve- 
xy corn-mill, to be attended by an experienced dryſter, hi- 
red by the thirled farmers. The kiln might be ſo placed that 
the grain could be conveyed from the kiln-head to the mill. 
happer, by having both on a level, and a loft from the kiln. 
head to the happer. Obſerve the profit of ſuch a plan. In 
the common way, the corn has to be put into ſacks, loaded, 
and carried to the mill; there unloaded, and carried up 2 
ſtair, by ſtrength of arm and back alone, All this labour 
would be ſaved by the plan above mentioned, beſides ha- 
ving the corn immediately grinded when ready. 

Major Main of Powis Logie, an ingenious gentleman, and 
one of the moſt eminent improvers of the country, has fa- 
voured me with a deſcription of a drying-kiln of his own 


invention, erected at Powis, which is given in the appete 


dix. 


Mills, and Sale of Grain. — The Deanſton eotton-mills 
will be mentioned under a ſeparate title. 

There are ſeven mills in the pariſh for the manufacturing 
of grain, viz. Doune, Cambus, Candy, Lanerick, Ceflintul- 
iy, Auchleſhie, and Argaty, and there is an old corn-mill 
at Callichat, which has not been uſed for ſome time. 

There 1s no obje& requires greater attention than the 
eſtabliſhment of proper corn-mills, becauſe here all the la- 
bour of the year centers, Yet no branch of police is more 
negledted than proper rules between millers and farmers. 
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The evil aroſe from the abominable ſervitude of thirlage, 
and will continue ſo long as this ſervitude laſts. The land- 
lord binds his tenants to go to his own mill, and this mill 
he lets for-rent, ſuppoſing, by this plan, to increaſe his ren- 
tal, There never was a greater deception. The multure 
due to the mill is claſſed with public burdens, and ſo leſſens 
the neat rent paid to the maſter; but were the tenant free, 
he would give a riſe-rent double the amount of the rent 
drawn by the landlord of the mill. The reaſon is obvious : 
being bound to one mill, the multurer grows inſolent, gives 
bad ſervice, and impoſes on the tenants. Hence the multi- 
tude of law-ſuits for abſtracted multures. Why am I well 
ſerved by my tailor and ſhoemaker ?—Becauſe he is afraid of 
loſing my cuſtom. The ſame is the caſe with millers; and 
the ſervitude of thirlage 1s faſt wearing out. 

The common public places for the ſale of grain are Stir. 
ling, Kippen, and Callander. Since the erection of the A. 
delphi cotton-mills, a conſiderable market has been opened 
in Doune. The average diſtance to markets may be rec- 
koned 8 miles. An account of the fiars of Perth and Stir- 
ling ſhires is given, among the general tables, in the appen- 
dix. 


Wages.—The wages for all kinds of work may be rec- 
koned good. A principal man-ſervant, for farming work, 
gets at preſent from L. 10 to L. 12; an inferior one from 
L. 8 to L. 10; a woman, ſervant from L. 3 to L. 5, beſides 
bed, board, and waſhing. The labourers, in time of har- 
velt, are of three claſſes; the firſt are hired for the whole 
time of harveſt; the men receive L. 2, the women L. 1, 4 8. 
each, with bed and board ; the ſecond claſs are hired by the 
day, a man at 15. a woman at 9 d. with viduals; the third 
claſs are paid by the hour, a man 2 d. a woman 14d. This 
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laſt claſs are commonly the inhabitants of Donne, ny 
and Burn of Cambus. 

An account of the various wages of other kinds of la. 
bour is given, among the general tables, in the appendix. 


Black- Cattle. Owing to the want of incloſures, the black. 
cattle of this pariſh make but a poor figure at the Doune 
markets. The whole cattle, including young and old, kept 
on the pariſh are about 2243. Now, the whole area of the 
pariſh being reckoned 64 ſquare miles, or 40,960 acres, and 
ſuppoſing one-tenth to be heath and moſs producing no 
graſs, and another tenth to be occupied by roads, houſes, fen- 
ces, and ſtrips of planting, there remains 32, 768 acres ; one- 
third whereof (10,922) will be commonly in tillage, and 


the other two-thirds (21,845) remain for graſs. This graſs 


would be of various quality; the beſt might admit 1 cow 


on each acre, but other places might require 2, and perhaps 


3 acres to each cow. However, counting old and young 
beaſts, 2 acres may be allowed on the average to each beaſt 
during ſummer, whereby no leſs than 10,922 cattle might 


be ſupported, were the grounds incloſed and ſubdivided, 


and properly laid out. 

Of the cattle preſently on the pariſh, one half are milch 
cows, the other half are young cattle. Now, valuing each 
cow's graſs at 20s. and 10s, for the feeding of each young 


beaſt, we can draw the following comparative ſtate : 


Preſent Stock 2243. New Stock 10,922. 


Graſs of 1121 cows, at 208. L. 1121 o Graſs of 5461 cows, at 20s. L. 5461 0 
Ditto of 1121 young beaſts, 


Ditto of 5461 young beaſts, 
WI0K --- = - 560 10 at 10 8. - 2730 10 


m—_—_ — 


Total L. $1946 10 


Total L. 1681 10 


Abſtract. 
Graſs-meal of the new ſtock, L.. 8191 10 0 


WO EAA ——— 


Ditto of the old ſtock, - 1681 10 0 


Ctear gain L. 6510 0 © 
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Hor ſes. The breed of horſes are much better now than 
formerly, though great room ſtill remains for improvement. 
Not long ago four-horſe ploughs were common over the 
pariſh, each of which animals, though ſcarce able to ſupport 
their own weight, would eat as much as the horſes that now 
plough in pairs, | 

The whole horſes at preſent in the pariſh are about 662, 
whereof about 5757 are farm-horſes. Theſe laſt will con- 
ſume annually 4936 bolls and 14 lippies of corn, allowing 
a lippy and a half to a horſe each day; which, at 3 d. per 
lippy, comes to L. 3948: 16: 102 Sterling. So that when 
4 horſes were yoked in each plough, in place of 2, the num- 
ber would be double, and the expence L. 7897 : 13 : 9 Ster- 
ling. Were oxen uſed in place of horſes, the whole of the 
above corn would be ſaved, which would maintain 705 
men, allowing 7 bolls to each; and, taking the inhabitants 
of all ages, it would ſupport double the number, being 
1410 perſons, which is one half of the preſent inhabitants 
of the pariſh, which, at firſt view, may ſurpriſe, but the cal- 
culation will hold good. | 178 8 5 

If we reckon the inhabitants of the pariſh of Kilmadock, 
excluſive of the people of the Adelphi, to be near 2800, 
and the horſes 570, there is about one horſe for every fifth 
ſoul, which is a ſerious concern to the nation. In the pa- 
riſh of Kilmadock there are ſeveral farms with 4 horſes 
each, which, at L. 10 each horſe of maintenance, makes 
L. 40 each farm; and the average rent of each farm will 
not exczed L. 3o. So if the heritor would recommend 
oxen in place of horſes, he might put the L. 40 in his poc- 
ket, and ſave the expence of purchaſing and upholding the 
horſes to his tenant, as oxen would live on graſs and turnip, 
and after 5 years labour would briag more money than their 

prime-coſt, 
Steeb. 
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Sbeep.— There are no ſheep in the pariſh except abou! 
1986, kept in the Braes of Doune, the moor of Lonerick, 
and in Cambuſmore; and even theſe do not thrive ak 
The grounds are better adapted for black-cattle than ſheep, 


Markets, Price of Proviſions, Se. There are 6 annual 
fairs held in Doune, at the following terms, Martinmas 
Yoole, Candlemas, Whitſunday, Lammas, and 1 
The 2 at Michaelmas and Martinmas are large cattle Wan 
kets, little inferior to the famous tryſts of Falkirk. 

Proviſions are cheaper here than at Stirling. Beef at 
44 d. butter 10 d. and cheeſe at 3 d. per Ib. and eggs at 4 d 
per dozen; while in Stirling market beef is at 5 d. butter 
18. and cheeſe 4; d. per Ib. and eggs at 6d. per dozen 
Theſe articles riſe and fall according to the ſeaſons ; and the 
price of meal, barley, and others, is regulated by the price 
of grain, as ſtated in the annual fiars. 


Heritors and Rent —The valued-rent of the whole pariſh 
as {tated in the ceſs-books, is L. 9163, 14 8. Scots, and _ 
there are only 16 heritors, great and ſmall. The greateſt 
heritor 15 the Earl of Moray, he being proprietor of about 
one-third of the whole pariſh ; and the other heritors valu- 
Oy” appears in a liſt of the whole, ſtated in the appen- 

The real rent at preſent is about L. 7500 Sterling; and 
a great number of the leaſes being near expired, a e 
able riſe will ſoon take place. The greateſt . e a 
pariſh can enjoy, is to have all the heritors reſiding on the 
ſpat, becauſe, wherever theſe gentlemen take up their abode 
there they ſpend their money. | 

The only reſident heritors at preſent are, Murdoch of 
Gartincaber, Buchanan of Cambuſmore, and Buchanan of 
Kirkton. The whole other heritors reſide at a diſtance, 
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and ſo carry off annually very near fix-ſevenths of the 
rents, very little whereof returns to the place. No won- 
der, therefore, that the place is poor, wanting the preſence 
of the greateſt heritors, and furniſhing ſuch an immenſe 
quantity of labour annually to ſtrangers. 


Church, Cc. — The pariſh church ſtood at Kilmadock till 
the death of Mr Napier; about the year 1756, when a new 
church was built in Doune. The firſt incumbent of the 
new church was Mr James Smith, a very meek and reve- 
rend divine, who filled the paſtoral charge for no leſs a pe- 
riod than 36 years, and then refigned it; with his life, amidſt 
the tears and ſorrow of his whole flock, among whom he 
lived with that unity and mutual affection which alone con- 
ſtitutes the happineſs and proſperity of any people. 

| Though the church be removed to Doune, the moſt of 
the ancient families bury at Kilmadock, where the miniſter 
{till reſides, with his manſe and glebe. The new ſettlers 
are, however, taking off layers at the new church-yard of 
Doune, and fo the burying-place at Dee will ſoon be 
deſerted. 

There is a Burgher meeting-houte at Bridge of Teith, 
which was erected about 40 years ago. The affability of 
Mr Smith kept the people together, fo much ſo, that the 
whole pariſhioners ſtill adhere to the eftabhſkment, except 
2 few families who attend the congregation at Bridge of 
Teith; and a few more who have * the ſociety of An- 
tburghers at Dunblane. 

There was formerly an Epiſcopal meeting held in Doune; 
which was dropped on the death of Mr Roſe, the laſt incum- 


bent. 


Stipend, &c.— The ſtipend is payable partly in money 
and partly in meal; and, in conſequence of a late augmenta- 
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tion, proſecuted by the preſent miniſter, the ſtipend may, 


on an average, be reckoned L. 150 annually. The mini. 


ſter has alſo the manſe and glebe of Kilmadock, which con- 
tains fix acres of rich land, equal in quality to any within 
the pariſh, as church-lands generally are. The manſe was 
lately repaired, and a very excellent ſet of new office-houſes 
built by the heritors. 

Kilmadock manſe is a ſituation exactly ſuitable to religi- 
ous retirement, and is more centrical to the parith in gene- 
ral than Doune, which ſtands rather to the eaſt ſide. If the 
population increaſe, a chapel of eaſe, or a new erection will, 
be neceſſary, when the church of Kilmadock may be re- 
built, and the inhabitants thus well accommodated. 


Schools, W&c.— The pariſh ſchool is held at Doune, and is 
generally well attended. Mr William Young, the preſent 
ſchoolmaſter, 1s a very induſtrious teacher, and has kept the 
ſchool with great fucceſs for a long period back. 

There are at preſent 70 ſcholars, 45 at Engliſh, 20 at 
arithmetic and book-keeping, and only 5 at the Latin lan- 
guage. The ſchool wages are extremely moderate, 1 s. 3 d. 
for Engliſh, and 2 8. 6d. for arithmetic, book-keeping, and 
Latin, per quarter. The ſchoolmaſter has beſides: a free 
houſe and garden, and his perquiſites as ſeſſion-clerk and 
precenter. His fixed ſalary was formerly only L. 100 
Scots, but the heritors very properly augmented it to L. 206 
Scots. The fees of proclamations, on 3 Sundays, are, 15. 
8 d. to the poor, 25. to the clerk, and 6d. to the officer; 
on 2 Sundays, 28. to the clerk, 3s. 6 d. to the poor, and 6 d. 
to the officer; and on x Sunday, 6s. to the clerk, 10 8. 6d: 


to the poor, and 18. 6d. to the officer. There appears 2 


miſtake in giving the clerk only 2 8. for 2 Sundays, when 
he gets the ſame for 3. There are about 60 baptiſms, and 
24 marriages annually. The fees of baptiſms are, 10d. to 
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the clerk, and 24. to the officer; but thoſe who attend 
Bridge of Teith, Norieſton, Dunblane, and Callander, from 
the pariſh of Kilmadock, are not regular payers of the fees. 

There are ſeveral other private ſchools in the pariſh, for 
teaching Engliſh and the rudiments of writing; but the 
boys in the country are in great danger of colds from bad 
roads. Foot-paths on the fides of the high-ways ſhould be- 
come general, which would be a great eaſe to the children 
in bad weather. | 

The Society for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge lately 
gave L. 10 of ſalary for a charity ſchool at the weſt end of 
the pariſh, near Callander; and Mr Buchanan of Cambuſ- 
more, very much to his honour, preſented the ſchoolmaſter 
with a ſchool and ſchool-houſe, and garden, free. They 
are placed on the road from Callander to Craigton, about a 
Scotch mile eaſt of Callander, on a gentle riſing heath, that 
is quite dry and healthful, and finely expoſed to the weſtern 
breeze. There cannot be a finer fituation for a village; 
and, were a proper road made along from Callander by the 
Heads, Craigton, Annat, &c. to join the Dunblane road by 
Kilbryde, communication would be 6pened in the upper 
parts of the pariſh, where, at preſent, no perſon can travel. 

Of all other objects of the legiſlature, proper teachers, 
and proper parochial ſchools, is the moſt important; and, 
with all reſpe& and deference to the office and dignity of 
our reverend divines, it is humbly ſubmitted, if a diligent, 
ſober, pious teacher of youth, be not an equally exalted cha- 
racer, and equal, if not more uſeful, towards the propaga- 
tion and eſtabliſhment of vital religion, morality, and vir- 
tue. The illuſtrious King of Iſrael was deeply ſenſible of 
this, when he ſaid, 


Train up a child when he 1s young 


In the way wherein he ought to go, 
And 
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And when he is old | 
He will not depart from it. 


It is, therefore, much to the honour of thoſe who are Ats 
tentive to the ſituation of ſchools. In general they are quite 
neglected; the ſalaries of the maſters are ſhamefully ſmall, 
and the ſchool-wages too low. In place, therefore, of giving 
ſuch liberal augmentations to the clergy, it had been more 
wiſe in the Commiſſioners to have conferred part of it on 
the parochial teachers. 


Police. —Anciently the adminiſtration of juſtice was com- 
mitted to the Steward of Monteith, and his deputies, who 
held courts in Doune. In 1748 this heritable juriſdiction, 
along with the others within Scotland, was annexed to the 


Crown; and was valued at L. 1200 Sterling. Since this 


period the Sheriff of Perthſhire has held courts for this di. 


ſtrict at Dunblane, which renders it very inconvenient for 


the inhabitants, that town being ſituated on the eaſt ſide of 
the diſtrict. The Commiſſary of Dunblane has likewiſe a 
juriſdiction over this pariſh. Beſides theſe two judges, the 
Juſtices of the Peace take an active ſhare in protecting the 
commonwealth. 


Poor.—There are no private donations, or hoſpitals found- 
ed, for the poor of this pariſh, neither have the heritors ever 
been aſſeſſed. They are, however, liberally ſupported from 
the collections at the churches, and by private charity, and 
common begging is now almoſt quite gone. 

The ſituation of this pariſh, with regard to the poor, is 2 
ſtrong praof of the banetul conſequence of overgrown hoſ- 
pitals. Innocent misfortunes are always mentioned as an 
argument in favour of hoſpitals. It is no doubt an amiable 
virtue to relieve the diftreſſes of a ſuffering fellow-crea- 
ture; but caics of this nature ought to be thrown on pri- 
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vate charity alone, which uſually exerts itſelf in a moſt ef- 
fectual manner; and the common poor ſhould be provided 
by the public. It is an important matter to make charity 
command gratitude and induſtry. Private charity effects 
this moſt completely: The indigent perſon Knows that the 
eyes of the donor is upon him, and that if he is idle and in- 
ſolent the donation will be withdrawn. Hence, gratitude 
excites his induſtry, and fear commands his reſpe&. But, 
when a ſet of gentle beggars are put on the roll of hoſpital 
penſioners, they conceive themſelves only obliged to the 


public, that is, nobody. The funds, they ſay, are their 


own, and they have none to thank. Hence, they forget 
their true ſituation, and become ungrateful, inſolent, and 
lazy. 

Let the pariſh of Kilmadock rejoice that ſhe is free of 
ſuch nuiſances; let her cultivate ſobriety, induſtry, and vir- 
tue, and, while proſperity ſmiles on her borders, affluence 
will garniſh her table, and contentment gladen her heart. 


Manfactures and Commerce. This pariſh may be faid 
to be wholly deſtitute of any commercial traffic or regular 
manufacture, except the Adelphi cotton-work. A lift of 
the different tradeſmen is given under the title population. 

For ſome time paſt Doune has been noted for excellent 


ſlaters, who have acquired ſuperior reputation in that trade 


over all the neighbouring country, particularly Glaſgow, 
Hamilton, Dunbarton, &c. where they have been invited 
to contract for all kinds of modern buildings, in preference 
to the {laters of other places. They work in theſe towns 


during ſummer, and return to their families during winter; 


and ſome of the more induſtrious among them Jearn other 
trades, ſuch as weaving, ſhoemaking, &c. which they prac- 
tile when the ſeaſon will not permit the work of lating. 


The 


Bros Fr AIR IT - x. 82 ä N N 1 


Wx 
0 
\ F 
: „ 
4! 
if 
* 
14 1 
17 ' 1 
NY N 
i "* N 
1 } 
„ Y 
N 
© 
1,8 
1 
[ " 1 
. 5 4 
„ 
In 
. 
1 
if 
N 
$4 vid 
i 
$ J 
$$ 1 
BOY o 
e 
8 
#1888; 
8 : 
+; 
1 
of 
I 
i + 
Sway t 
. ! . 
9 . 
$57 
nn 
FJ: | 
y 
84. 
w 
1: 
; n 
6 
a. 4, 
-, my 
B Ws 
| _- 
41; 
0 1. : 
5 'q 
i; . 
[os ! io 
1 
N. e 
BH 
1 
. 
2 
* 
N 
1 
” i Ra 
* * 
14 v7 
© RP 
t Py 
418-18 
| * 
1 
1 
M 
tas; 
" J 
WH 
} 
[] 4 * 
„ 7 
* ty 
=_— 
z 
1 k 4 
- ih ! 
_ 
- * 
— 1 1 
1 
i * 
6 * 
* ' 
8-1 
(RIP 
9 ö 
1 BY | 
1 
i 1 
4 
4 : 4 
: my! 
N 
1 
+ 
1 
4 
= 
. 
1 
* 
A. 
4 + 
> Yi 
at \ 
5 
EY 
1 
1 
10 * 
. 
1 
i, 
"i 
4 a8 
Wy 
ita N. 
4 1 1 
1231," * 
_— 
. 16 
_ 
(Is 4 
n. k 
N. : 
= 
2 9 4 
LO 
* v. 
e 
£8 iy 
IA 
8 : . 
902 1 
herd ” 2 
1: 
ay 
, 
» 418 
i 
97 
12 
"ur 
i 
+ 
4 
1 
26 
1 
* 
545 
FL. 
CO»; 
$07 
vis! 
bn hl 
$44: a4 
1-1 
a4 * 

k „ 
1455 
41 * 
e 
. A 
105 
I 

A 
9 
Mr 
* 
1 
1 * 


£57 E - 5; 
- 


9 
— 


36 Statiſtical Account 


The {kinning buſineſs was once carried on in Doune, but 
it is now quite gone. 

In this town alſo was carried on, for ſome time, the ma- 
nufacture of Highland purſes. That trade is alſo no more. 

The only remains of any of the ancient branches of trade 
is the making of Highland piſtols. The reputation of 
Doune for this manufacture, about the time of the German 
war, wes very great, 

This art was introduced to Doune abour the year 1646, 
by Thomas Caddell, who, having been inſtructed in his 
craft at Muthill, a village in Strathearn in Perthſhire, came 
and ſettled in Doune. This famous tradeſman poſſeſſed a 
moſt profound genius, and an inquiſitive mind; and, though 
a man of no education, and remote from every mean of in- 
ſtruction in the mechanical arts, his ſtudy and perſevering 
exertions brought his work to ſo high a degree of perfec- 
tion, that no piſtols made in Britain excelled, or perhaps 
equalled, thoſe of his making, either for ſureneſs, ſtrength, 
or beauty. He taught the trade to his children, and ſeve- 
ral apprentices, of whom was one John Campbell, whoſe 
ſon and grandſon carried on the buſineſs ſucceſſively with 
great repute. While the ancient dreſs of Caledonia, that 
15, the philabeg, belted plaid, piſtols, and dirk, was wore, 


the piſtols made in Doune excelled all others, and acquired 


ſuperior reputation over France, Germany, &c. A pair of 
piſtols, ſuperbly ornamented, were fabricated by a tradeſ- 
man tzught in Doune, and, by the City of Glaſgow, given 
in compliment to Marquis deBowille. The above Mr Camp- 


bell's grandſon, who bas now given over the buſineſs, made 


piſtols to the ſirſt nobility in Europe, as Prince Ferdinand 
of Brunſwick, the Hereditary Prince of Brunſwick, the 
Duke of Cumberland, and others. The trade is now car- 
ried on by John Murdoch, alſo famous for his ingenuity in 
the craft, and who has likewiſe furniſhed piſtols to the firſt 
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nobility of Europe. Theſe piſtols were ſold from 4 to 24 
ouineas a-pair. There is now very little demand for 
Doune piſtols, owing, partly, to the low price of the piſtols 
made in England; but the chief cauſe of the decline is the 
diſuſe of the dirk and piſtol as a part of the Caledonian 
dreſs ; and, when Mr Murdoch gives over buſineſs, the trade, 
in all probability, will become extinct. | 


Adelphi Cotton-works.—Theſe are very extenſive works, 
erected on the ſouth banks of Teith, to the weſt of Doune, 
for the ſpinning of cotton-yarn. The great wheel is moved 
by the water of Teith. The mill is a large elegant building 
of ſeveral ſtories, erected about 12 years ago by Mr John Bu- 
chanan of Carſton and his brothers, gentiemen of much en- 
terpriſe, who having removed to another work at Balfron, 
ſeveral years ago, the Adelphi mill was taken up by an 
Engliſh company, and is now conducted by Mr Benjamin 
Flounders, a gentleman of exemplary character, and much 
eſteemed in the place. | 

This extenſive work has conſtantly employed about 70 
perſons, for whoſe accommodation all the ruinous houſes in 
Doune have been repaired and rebuilt ; and Mr Murdoch of 
Gartincaber has built a ſtreet of houſes on the ſouth fide of 
the Teith, with a convenient garden to nel, now called the 
Newtown of Doune. 

The workmen are paid by the quantity and quality of 
their work, and hence they have become extremely dexte- 
rous, and ſome hands will make about 2 guineas per week. 

The yarn ſpun at this mill is eſteemed very excellent, 
and finds a ready market every where. There is none of 
it weaved in Doune or the neighbourhood, 

The high wages earned at this work has affected almoſt 
every other branch of buſineſs in the pariſh; and, for a 
while after it was commenced, the conſequence was very 

diſtreſſing. 
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diſtreſſing. So many people collected in one houſe refined 
each other in all manner of wickedneſs. The duties of 
the family were neglected; the Sabbath was profaned; the 
inſtruction of youth was forgotten; and à looſeneſs and 
corruption of manners ſpread, like a fatal contagion, every 
where around. The alurement of high wages at this work 


raiſed the price of all other kinds of labour; and, what was. 


worſt of all, ſervants became inſolent, diſobedient, and careleſs. 
The confinement of ſo many people in one houſe rendered 
the air they breathed very impure; the heat neceſlary in 
preparing the cotton Kept the workmen conſtantly in a 
ſweat, and extracted the nouriſhing juices ; the noiſe of the 
machinery rendered them ſoon deaf; and the flying parti- 
cles of cotton, and conſtant labour of the eye in watching 
the texture of the threads, weakened and deſtroyed the 
fight. | | | 

The laudable conduct of Mr Flounders, and the other 
managers of the work, has, however, wrought a very great 
reformation of theſe abuſes, and in a great. meaſure provi- 
ded remedies to the evils mentioned above. The work- 
men are now ſober and reſpectable, and the children are 


watched with vigilance and care, 
The illuſtrious Mr Dale of Glaſgow, in his attention to 


the government of young perſons at his works, is a noble 
example to others. He employs a teacher, who overſees 
them at all times of the day, and, at certain hours, inſtructs 
them in the principles of religion, and teaches them read- 
ing, writing, arithmetic, &c. He preſides over them at 
table, and performs the office of chaplain ; the boys fit on 
one fide of the table, the girls on the other : and 1n this or- 
der he conducts them to church. Laws and rules are fra- 
med for their government, and rewards and puniſhments 
annexed. In fine, this gentleman may be called the bene- 
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volent father of a numerous family, and a bright CF 
to Scotland. 


Poſt-office and Carriers. There was lately eſtabliſhed a 
poſt· office in Doune and Callander, with a runner between 
theſe towns and Dunblane every Sunday, Tueſday, and 
Friday, which is of great uſe. 

There is alſo a weekly carrier from Doune to Stirling, 
another to Callander, another to Dunblane, and ſometimes 
one to Kippen. | 


Antiquities —The Caſtle of Doune is the moſt eminent 
antiquity in this diſtri, 

The ancient monaſtery of St Madocus, now called Kil- 
madock, where the late church ſtood, is quite demoliſhed, 
and perhaps was pulled down to build the church. To this 
monaſtery belonged ſix chapels within the pariſh. 

The firſt ſtood on the ſouth banks of Teith, at the end 
of the bridge, where part of the building is ſtill to be ſeen. 
The adjoining lands, now the property of Mr John Forreſt, 
were annexed to this chape?, and hence received the name 
Dean's-town, 

The ſecond ſtood on the fouth-eaſt of the houſe of Row, 
alſo cloſe by the north fide of Teith, part of the foundation 
whereof is ſtill vifible. 

The third chapel ſtood on the weſt brink of the glen of 
Annat, on a round hill, which till retains the name of the 
Kirk-hill, and the marks of graves are ſtill viſible. The 
name Annat has its origin from this chapel; Ann or Annat 
meaning the firſt fruits of every benefice; and the lands of 
Annat were perhaps at that time annexed to the chapel. 

The fourth was at Lanerick, and the remains of the 
building has been for a long period uſed as a burying-place 
Vox. XX. M 


for 


n 


. 


e 


A 
S ape FE LE > 
— EIS 


— 
1 > os 
— E 


e 


— — 5 
* r 
ry 
ACE» fo. 
* „ 


————— WA I-55 a Py EE 


99 Statiſtical Account 


for the family of Lanericx. The chapel likewiſe ſtands on 


the ſouth banks of Teith. 


The fifth was on the banks of the ſame river, at Torry, 
oppoſite to Cambuſmore, and the place is now covered with 
wood. 

The fixth was erefted at Walton, a little eaſt of Thorn. 
hill. This laſt is quite demoliſhed, and not even the foun- 
dation to be ſeen. | 

Some years ago ſeveral graves were diſcovered below 
Roſshall houſe, in the eſtate of Cambufwallace, which were 
incloſed with 4 ſtones each, in the form of the ancient 
tombs of Caledonia, but no bones remained ; from which 
it is evident theſe graves are very ancient. It is remark. 
able, that, before theſe graves were diſcovered, there was 2 
tradition among the people of the place, that a. battle was 
once fought near this ſpot between the families of Roſshall 
and Craigton, and that ſeveral men were killed in the fray, 
The tombs diſcovered were perhaps the graves of theſe 
chieftains. 


Natural Curieſities. In former times, it appears, the ri 
ver Teith made a beautiful winding from Doune Caſtle 
round the hill of Dairah ; but, having forced a way through 
to the river Ardoch, below the Caſtle, deſerted its former 
channel, and the old track is now dry, and moſtly coveres 
with planting. Tt is this old water-track that forms the molt 
delightful part of Blair-Drummond policy. Tradition fays, 
that the Caſtle of Doune was built from a quarry below 
the mound, and that the neck of land was thus cut away, 
whereby the river got through by its preſent courſe. This 
account has very ſtrong marks of probability, though we 
cannot vouch for its being certain. 

In the banks cf the water of Goody ſeveral oak trees 


project from the braes, about 20 feet below the ſurface oi 
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the clay; and, where this river joins Forth, one of theſe 
trees, covered with the ſame depth of clay, projects near 
20 feet, and the trunk is near 6 feet diameter. Several 
ſhells have likewiſe been turned up from the clay in this 


carſe. 


Moſs Flenders (part of which belongs to this pariſh) 


abounds with natural curiofities. Some years ago ſeveral 
logs were found in the moſs, ſquared, and lying along each 
other in the form of a float, and the marks of the ax was 
viſible on them. Here alſo was found a piece of a ſhip. 
A Roman cauſeway has alſo been diſcovered along the bot- 
tom of the moſs, running in a direction of ſouth-eaſt to 
north-weſt ; but theſe particulars belong more properly to 
the account of the pariſh of Kincardine. 


Advantages.—From the preceding obſervations it is evi- 
dent, that the pariſh of Kilmadock has many advantages. 
1. It lies in the centre of Scotland, and has intercourſe with 
all the kingdom. 2. The two great roads paſs through it. 
3. It contains an excellent ſoil, affording ſcope for all man- 


ner of agricultural ftudy and reſearch. 4. The climate is 


healthful, mild, and friendly to cultivation. 5. It is expo- 
ſed to the ſun, and defended by mountains on the north and 
north-weſt, and there is eaſy acceſs to all parts of the 
grounds. 6. It abounds with natural ſprings, rivers, and 
burns, and contains very fine ſituations for cattle in time of 
ſtorms. It enjoys the waters of the Teith for a ſpace of 10 
miles, where multitudes of water machines can be exected, 
and hence is well adapted for commerce and manufactures. 
Above all, it commands a grand view of hill and dale, of 
mountains and vallies; it has ample proviſion for its poor, 
and is free of hoſpitals and all ſuch mortificutions; it enjoys 
peace and contentment, and is not rent aſunder by civil or 
religious conteſts. | 
Diſadvantages, 
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| Diſadvantages,—It is alſo plain this pariſh has many dif. 

advantages. I. It wants coal and lime. 2. It wants good 
roads and bridges. 3, The grounds, in many places, are too 
wet. 4. There are no plantations. 5. There are few in- 
cloſures. 6. The tenants have bad houſes. 7. The whole 
pariſh is ſubjected to the grievous bondage of thirlage. 


Propoſed Improvements.—Such being the advantages and 

diſadvantages of this diſtri, the remedies become very ob- 
vious. Communication ought to be opened by new roads 
and bridges, and the old roads and bridges repaired. Coal 
and lime ſhould be brought from Stirling, &c. by navigable 
canals. The wet grounds ſhould be drained and made dry, 
The barren ground and waſte places ſhould be filled with 
planting. The open grounds ſhould be incloſed. 
The people would then be rouſed to activity; agricul- 
ture would ſwell the fields with grains; the cattle thrive and 
become numerous; manufactures flouriſh and proſper ; arts 
and ſciences poliſh and refine; the people become a multi- 
tude; and religion,'morality, and virtue, lock ſociety fecure 
in the arms of affection and love. 
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TABLE of Produce from the yarious Soils, 
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__ Carſe clay | Till per | Loam per [Sandy ſoil 
Ps. per acre. acre. acre. per acre, 

Wheat, | 8 bolls. [none uſed. none uſed. |none uſed. 
Rye, 8 ditto. none uſed. none uſed. none uſed. 
Oats, 7 ditto. | 6 bolls. | 6 bolls. | 5 bolls. 
Barley, | 7 ditto. | 6 ditto. 6 ditto. | 5 ditto. 
Peas and | | 

beans, 7 ditto. | 6 ditto. | 5 ditto. | 5 ditto. 
Clover and | 

rye-graſs, | 200 ſtone. | 200 ſtone. | x50 ſtone. | 150 ſtone. 

Crops. Increaſe per acre. 
Flax, 
Turnips, 
Potatoes, 
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T BLI of Seed-time and Harveſt. 
Crops. Seed- time. Harveſt. 
| Carſe clay. 
| Wheat, oö. September 1795.|11. Auguſt 1196, 
Beans, - (6. March —96.|In September —96. 
Oats, = 20. March —96. 15. September —46, 
| _ * 30. March —96, In September —96. 
| ; , it 16Y AN 
7 v 15. May 96. 25. Auguſt —96. 
| - —clover, -- + 15. May —96. In June 1797. 
Loam. | _ 
Oats, - 30. March —96. In September —96. 
Peas, 16. April —96. In ditto —96. 
res ba 30. May —96. In Auguſt —96, 
clover, 30. May —96, [In June 179). 
Till. 
Oats, ©: > 30. March —96. In September —96. 
Peas, 16. April —96.] In ditto —96. 
| * 3 8 | 30. May 96. In Auguſt —96. 
. 9 30. May —96. In June 1797 
Sandy ſoil. 
e 20. March —96. 1. September —96. 
| Pens, = 16. April —96. In ditto —96, 
| 1 + zu ' [20. May —96.]12, Auguſt —96. 
gravanc © |20.May —96. In nne 2797 
\ Potatoes, 10. April —96. f. September —96-| 
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Kept by Mr Edward Burn at Coldoch. 
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TABLE of Wacts. 


Weaving work. 


Shoemakers work, 


Mens ſhoes furniſhed, L. o 6 
Womens ditto, 0 5 
Boots, 8 1 5 0 


1 vilors work. 


Cloth. Breadth. per yard. 
Harn, near 1 yd. from 2 d. to 4 d. 
Linen, 1 yd. from 6 d. to 8 d. 
Duffle, 5 quarters, 1 6 d. 
Country grey, 1 yd. - 4 d. 
Plaiding, 1 ditto, - 3d. 
Blankets, 1 ditio, - 40. 

emming, + yd. - 3d. 
Druggat, from 1 to 14 yd from 6 d. to rs. 
Lint and cotton | 

napkins, I yd. ſquare, from 6d. to gd. 
Teiking, = yd. from 6d. to 19d. 
Sacking, 2ditto, „„ 4G 


Table-cloths, from 1 to2yd. 1s. to 28. 6d. 
Towls, 1 yd. ſquare, 


from 6d. to gd. 


Smith work. 


ä 


Making a man's coat, L. o 3 
-- veſt, O 10 
— breeches, © 1 


Maſons work. 


Maſter per week, - 
Journeyman per ditto, - © 12 0 
Labourer per ditto, - oO 16 
For rouble work per rood, 1 5 0 


Working iron for implements of huſbandry 


and other heavy work, 25 d. per lib. 
Smaller work in proportion to the ſize and 
quality, 

A new horſe-ſhoe, and putting on, 6 d. 

One ſhoe removing, 14 d. 

In Stirling iron is fold at 3 8. 6 d. per ſtone. 


— 


Wrights work. 

Maſter per week, — 0 14.0 
Journeyman per ditto, o 9 o 
Slaters work. | 

| 1 

Maſter per week, - o I5 0 
Journeyman per ditto, 0 14 © 
vor piece- work per rood, © 15 © 
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of Walls and Sandneſs.. 


NUMBER IV. 
PARISH OF WALLS AND SANDNESS, 


(County oF ORKNEY AND ZETLAND, PRESBYTERY OP 
| ZEELAND.) | 


By the Rev. David THomso0N. 


Name. 


T HIS miniſtry is compoſed of the united pariſhes of 

Walls, Sandneſs, Papaſtour, and Fowla. The origin 
and meaning of theſe names are more conjectural than cer- 
tain. They are ſuppoſed to belong to the Norſe, the ori- 
ginal language of the country. It is believed by ſome au- 
thors, that the names of places ending with the ſyllable 
wall, were places where courts of juſtice were anciently - 
held, ſome of which might have been in this pariſh. San- 
neſs, or Sandneſs, has probably its origin from the fituation 
of the diſtrict ſo called, and from the nature of the ſoil. It 
is ſituated in a ne/s or headland, almoſt ſurrounded by the 
ſea ; and the ſoil is light and ſandy. Stour, which ſignifies 
great, 15 annexed to Papa, to diſtinguiſh it from other iſlands 

Vor. XX. ; N. 07 
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of this country, of the ſame name, as being much larger 
than any of the reſt. Fowla may have had its name from 
the very great number of fowls which frequented that 
iſland. But, as the names of places are chiefly of Daniſh. or 
Norwegian extraction, it is more likely that this iſland had 
its name from thence, and may have been anciently writ- 
ten Fule, a corruption of Thule. That this iſland is the UL 
tima Thule of the ancients, concerning which various con- 
jectures have been formed, is pretty evident, not only from 
the analogy of the name, but alſo a more undoubted teſti- 
' mony. Speaking of Agricola the Roman general, when in 
Britain, regarding his victories, and the diſtance to which he 
penetrated towards the north, Tacitus has theſe words, in- 
« venit domuitque Inſulas quas vocant Orcades, deſpecta- 
* que Thule.” Now, Fule, or Thule, which is lofty, is ea- 
ſily ſeen, in a ſerene day, from the north part of Orkney. 


Situation. Theſe united pariſhes are ſituated in the ſtew- 
artry of Orkney and Zetland, and in the preſbytery of the 
latter, which is compoſed of 12 members, and.whoſe pro- 
ceedings are alone cogniſable by the General Aſſembly. 
Walls and Sandneſs lie on the moſt weſtern part of the 
mainland, and exhibit a triangular form, having the pariſh 
of Aithſting and Sanſting on the ſouth-eaſt and eaſt, as the 


baſe, and ſurrounded with the ocean on the other ſides. 


There is a voe, or inlet, called Gruting Voe, 4 miles deep, 
which ſeparates Walls from Sandneſs, and poſſeſſes a deep 
and ſafe anchorage. Theſe pariſhes of Walls and Sandneſs 


are in length 7 Scotch miles, and 6 in breadth. They are 


much interſe&ed with voes. The furface of the ground in 
Walls is diverſified with ſmall eminences. Papa is 2 miles 
in length, fomewhat more than 1 in breadth, and hes at 1 
mile's diſtance from the mainland. It is flat, and extreme- 
ly agreeable in ſummer, When the ſeaſon 1s mild, it pro- 

duces 


+ — I — .. — 


of Walls and Sandneſc. — 


duces very rich crops of bear, oats, and potatoes. Being 
partly ſandy, it agrees beſt with ſea-weed for manure, the 
want of which has frequently reduced the place to ſcarcity; 
though in plentiful years it can afford a confiderable ſuppy 
to other pariſhes, The graſs it produces 1s remarkably 
rich. It labours, however, under two great diſadvantages, 
the ſcatald, or common, is very ſmall, and the fuel is nei- 
ther good nor plenty. It has ſeveral ſmall voes, which 
ſerve as ſecure harbours for fiſhing ſloops during ſummer. 


| Theſe floops, when the weather is favourable, leave the land 


on Monday, and ſtay at ſea upon the fiſhing bank till Satur- 
day, when they put 'a-ſhore the fiſlies they have caught. 
Each ſloop has generally 4 fix-oared boats that accompany 
it, They go to a very great diſtance from the land. Here 
the Northumberland Company, for the Improvement and 


Extenſion of Fiſheries, have had for ſome years paſt 3 or 4 
_ veſſels ſtationed for the catching of cod, tuſk, and ling; but 


as their exertions were accompanied with greater expence 
than the Shetland fiſhing, they ſeem to be giving it up. 
They have been equally unſucceſsfal in their attempts upon 
the coaſt for the lobſter fiſhing. There are me beaches in 
this iſland, in which the fiſh are cured; and convenient 
houſes have been lately erected by the proprietor, and let 
annually at a moderate rent.—Fowla is 3 miles in length, 
and 14 in breadth. It is fituated at the diſtance of 18 miles 


from the neareſt land. This iſland is very bold and ſteep 


on the welt fide. The inhabitants are remarkable for be- 
ing active and, alert rowers. Taere is only one landing 
place, called Ham; it lies on the eaſt fide, and is generally, 
during ſummer, occupied by 16 fiſhing boats, 11 of which 
belong to Walls. I his ifland is inhabited by 26 families, 
who, although there is not ſufficient land for ſupporting 
them with proviſions, yet, they are ſo attached to the place, 
that they are unwilling to leave it; rather chooling to put 


up 


\ \ 
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up with its many inconveniences than to emigrate, The 
and has excellent and extenſive paſturage for ſheep and 
cattle, Some of the inhabitants are very expert in catch- 
ing wild fowls in the rocks, for the ſake of their feathers, 


which are ſold at a conſiderable price. This induces them 


to go to places almoſt inacceſſible; and by which attempts 
ſome have loſt their lives, 


Soil, Climate, D iſaſes—Throughout the whole miniſtry, 


the ſoil is rather thin and ſharp ; and, being moſtly cultiva- 
ted with the ſpade, makes, in general, very good returns. 
In the inland parts of the pariſhes a deep moſs prevails, and 
a ſhort heath, affording paſturage for ſheep and horſes, of 


which the latter go wild. The ground, towards the ſea, is 


hard and verdant, and hither the ſheep repair in the incle- 
mency of winter, as the banks are not ſo deeply covered 
with ſnow as in the interior of the country; and they a- 
bound with ſea-wreck, which, in a ſevere ſtorm, proves an 
agreeable morſel to the ſheep, —This place, from its being 
much environed by the ſea, poſſeſſes a moiſt air, which very 
ſoon corrodes iron; but, being impregnated confiderably 
with ſaline particles, is not unhealthy. Here there are no 
complaints of the ague, which is not the caſe in diſtricts a- 
| bounding with fens and bogs, at a diſtance from the ſea. 
Fogs are frequent in the months of July and Auguſt, but 
have no malignant influence, —The diſeaſes maſt pre valent 
are rheumatiſms and fevers, ſuppaſed to originate chiefly 
from heats and colds. Conſumptions frequently occur, and 
are believed to ariſe from the fame cauſe, Some of theſe, 
and other diſeaſes, may perhaps be more malignant, owing 
to the difficulty and expence of procuring medical aid. Fe- 
vers, thereby, are more 1nveterate, and are very contagious. 
In the iſland of Papa leproſy was very frequent in former 
times; and ſo alarming was it, that collections were made 
| 10 
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in ſeveral parts of the country for the ſupport and cure of ; 


the numerous perſons affected with it. The common belief 
is, that it was produced in conſequence of the people having 
eaten too great a quantity of fiſh, not properly prepared, 
ſome wet ſeaſons ſucceeding, which kept the peats (their 
only fuel) from being fully dried. The lepers were kept 


in ſmall huts, erected on purpoſe, apart from places inhabi- 


ted. Fuel and victuals were carried to the doors of their 


miſerable hovels, and the perſons employed in this chari- 
table office. avoided all intercourſe with them. Thus left to 


themſelves, and poorly ſheltered, it is to be preſumed, that 
many became victims to this ſhocking diſtemper. Some 
perſons would, perhaps, be doomed to this ſolitary and 
wretched exiſtence, upon being ſeized with cutaneous diſ- 
orders, which, with a little aſſiſtance, might have been eaſi« 
ly removed; but which ignorance, and fear of infection 
united, might have judged proper to be thus ſeparated. Shur 
out from ſociety, ſequeſtered from their friends, what a joy- 
leſs life muſt they have dragged out? Humanity, at the re- 
collection of this, drops a tear. Few inſtances of this trouble 
have appeared within theſe laſt 50 years. The ſeſſion records 
mention, that a day of public thankſgiving was obſerved in 
the miniſtry, in the year 1742, when this diſeaſe was almoſt 
extinguiſhed. The ſmall-pox have ſeldom viſited theſe pa- 
riſhes, but at times have made terrible havock. At the be- 
ginning of this century, the 7:07tal-pock, as it is called, cau- 


ſed great devaſtation, carrying off whole families. In the 


iſland of Fowla, which contained a number of families, on- 
ly a few perſons were left, to perform the laſt office of hu- 
manity to their brethren. Being averſe to inoculation, a 
very great number of aged perſons have never had the ſmall- 
pox. The young people avoid infection, in the natural 
way, as much as they can; and are not much inclined to 
inoculation, left they communicate the contagion to their 

friends 
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friends in advanced life. By this means the evil is conti. 
nued. Many, however, lately ſubmitted to this ſalutary 
n and only a few died. 


Lakes, and Sea-cogſt.— There are a great many lakes 
throughout the miniſtry, but none ſo confiderable as to me- 
rit deſcription. They are only ſerviceable as reſervoirs 
for the rain which deſcends from the adjoining hills, affording 
water for ſmall mills, erected on them for grinding corn. 
Some eels and trout are found in them, Theſe ſheets of 
water are hurtful to ſheep, in time of deep ſnow and froſt, as 
they ſometimes go upon them when frozen, to reach green 
holms, or ſmall iſlands, in the middle; and, when the thaw 
ſucceeds, they are prevented from reaching their ordinary 

paſture.— From the almoſt inſular fituation of the miniſtry, 
the ſea-coaſt muſt be very extenſive ; but cannot eaſily be 
aſcertained. A good chart of the coaſt, and bearings, is 
laid down by a Captain Preſton. Not much kelp is made 
on theſe coaſts. | | 


Fiſb. Various kinds of fiſh are caught on the coaſt, 

as ling, cod, mackerel, haddoc ks, hoes, or dog-fifh, ſkate, 
pillocks, and ſillichs, and ſometimes herrings. Tbeſe laſt 
are fluctuating and uncertain; but are excellent in their 
kind, and, when well cured, fetch a higher price at market 
than thoſe caught on the coaſt of Scotland. Ling is the 
principal fiſh caught here. They are fiſhed on a bank from 
30 to 60 miles diſtant from the ſhore. This bank is called 
the Haaff. To this miniſtry belong 42 ſix-oared boats, and 
16 of four oars each. The large, or fix-oared hoats, carry 
each 6 men; and the ſmall carry 3 or 4 men, who are ei- 
ther too young, or too old, for being employed in the lar- 
ger fiſbing. The Haaff fiſhing begins about the firſt of June, 
and laſts tul Lammas, when the night becomes too long for 
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its further proſecution. The following is a ſtatement of 
what each boat, at a medium, will produce during the 
time the fiſhing laſts ; and what each man's ſhare of the pro- 


fit comes to, after all expences are deducted, 


500 ling, at 4d. each, == L. 100 Scots · 
8 cwt. cod, at 2 8. 6d. = 12 
6 cwt. tuſk, at 38. 4d. = 12 
One barrel of oil, = 16 


Each boat will, at an 
average, have per 
annum, 


Total gain, L. 140 Scots: 


When, from this, L. 64, 16s, Scots of expences are de- 
ducted, there remains L. 75, 4 s. of clear profit; which, di- 
vided among the 6 men, yields L. 12: 10: 0+ Scots, clear 
profit, to each. The — chiefly conſiſt of the follow- 
ing articles: 


12 Liſpond meal, * at 3 s. 6 d. per liſpond, 


makes, - L. 24 4 O Scots, 
＋ Anker gin, at 168. : - 9.12 0 
Tobacco, at 1 8. 8d. a roll to each man, 6 oO o 
Hooks, - - 6” 6-6 
Boat hire, at 5 s. to a man, - 1 8 6 


Total expences, L. 64 16 O Scots. 


Tides and Creels.— The tides are very rapid on the coaſt; 
and in Papa Sound the current is ſo ſtrong, that a boat, in 
croſſing, muſt make a large curve, to prevent being carried 
out of its courſe. In this Sound the Baas of Hogſetter, 
which are ſunk rocks, will often rife ſuddenly, even when 
the ſea is ſmooth around; and were they not carefully a- 
voided, would overwhelm any boat. Nay, it would be 

5 dangerous 


* The liſpond is 32 lib. Engliſh. 
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dangerous for larger veſſels to approach them too near, 
They lie on the eaſt fide of the entrance of the Sound, from 
the ſouth. The middle of the channel is perfectly ſafe, 
There is a perpendicular rock that ſtands in the ſea, a little 
out from the iſland of Papa, very difficult of acceſs, on which 
are the remains of a houſe, ſaid to have been built by a gen. 
tleman of property, when about to leave the country, with 
a view to ſecure his daughter, who was in love with one in- 
_ ferior to her in ſtation. But Cupid, deſcending in a golden 
ſhower, found admiſſion, by bribing her guardians.— The 
Chief creek is Vaila-Sound, in Walls, and has its name from 
an iſland ſo called, lying at the entrance; but may, more 
properly, be denominated a 'voe, as it runs about a mile 
within land. On this iſland John Scott, Eſq; of Melbie, the 
principal heritor of the pariſh, reſides. It is about a mile 
in length each way. | 


Mrznerals.—Lime-ſtone, free-ſtone, and ſlate, are found in 


Sandneſs; but are of an inferior quality. Slates from Eiſ- 


dale have of late been uſed. 


Fouuls.— Swans and wild geeſe are ſeen in the ſpring, paſ- 
ſing to the northward, in great numbers. They reſt, for 
ſome time, upon the ſheets of water in the miniſtry, and go, 
as is ſuppoſed, to Iceland, where they hatch, during the ſum- 
mer; and return in the autumn. Sea fowls are various and 
plentiful, | 


Cave. — There is a large natural cave in the iſland of Pa- 
pa, and has three entrances, through which the ſea ebbs and 
flows. It is ſo wide as to allow a large boat to enter with 
the oars at full length on each fide ; and becomes gradually 
larger as one advances towards the centre, where it is beau. 
tifully arched. The direction being crooked, it is dark in 
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the middle, a circumſtance which ſeldom fails to ſtrike with 
awe the mind of the beholder. The leaſt noiſc increaſes 
the ſolemn impreſſion. It divides into ſeveral apartments. 
Beyond the centre, there is a ſmall aperture in the top, that 
admits a feeble light, for the direction of the boat. 


Population. —There is no account on record, within the 
pariſh, of the number of inhabitants in a former period ; but, 


in a printed account, anno 1774, of the Society for Propa- 


gating Chriſtian Knowledge, there is a ſtatement of the po- 
pulation in the reſpecti ve pariſhes, which, if it is accurate, 
ſhews the numbers to be increaſed. Walls contained 756 
ſouls; Sandneſs, 468; Papa, 240; Fowla, 130. In all 1594. 
The populution, in 175 5, according to Dr Webſter's account, 
Was I450. 

In November 1792, there were living in Walls, 762 ſouls; 


in Sandneſs, 533; Papa, 285; Fowla, 143. In all, 1723. 
Under 10 years of age, > + VF 
Between 10 and 20, 8 . 350 

Above 20, married and married, — 835 
Widowers and widows, - - 114 

1723 


Abſtract of the baptiſms, marriages, and burials, for five 
years previous to 1793. 


Years, Baptiſms. Marriages. Burials. 
1788 24 15 40 
1789 30. Z 
1790 48 e 26 
1791 44 17 _ 
1792 28 6 "0 
| Total, 173 60 126 
Yearly average 
nearly, 34 12 25 


Vor; XX. O In 
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In the lift of burials, might have been includad 5 perſon 
that were drowned at ſea. There are about 6 perſons at an 
average to a family. 

The parochial regiſter, TS. e to the year 1 588, was 
very inaccurately kept. Numbers of private baptiſms were 
not inrolled, nor burials marked. 

The inereaſed population, within theſe 20 years paſt, may 
be owing to the farms, originally ſmall, being frequently 
ſubdivided. A young man, inclining to marry, and being 
accuſtomed to go to ſea, his maſter furniſhes him with a re. 
fidence, by dividing a former tack, This place, and, indeed, 

the country at large, is by far too populous, by which means 
the inhabitants are kept poor; there being no manufactures 
eſtabliſhed. One reaſon why few young men remain un. 
married, is, becauſe, if not married, they are ſure to be ſixed 
upon, by the landmaſters, for the ſervice of the navy, when 
a draft for that ſervice is required from the country; and 1. 
ther than be forced from their native ſoil, and the ſociety of 
their friends, they will ſubmit to. many inconveniences, 
Many of the young men, however, lately inliſted for the navy, 
being inducedby the proſpe of obtaining prize-money, when 
fighting againſt the Spaniards, in the view of a war reſpe: 
ing Noatka Sound. Such as have at any time reviſited 
their native country, bring with them a taſte for finery, 
which they introduce among their young acquaintance, by 
no means conſiſtent with their narrow circumſtances. Many 
of the young women, in the character of ſervants, go to Lon. 
don, Edinburgh, &c. in the Greenland thips. 


Agrigalture—In plentiful ſeaſons, there is as much cor" 
raiſed as ſupplies the inhabitants, and they are enabled to af. 
| ford ſome aſſiſtance to other leſs plentiful pariſhes. Beat, 
equally good with any in the north of Scotland, is raiſed in 
Bandneſs, and Papa. Oats are ſown about the middle of 
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March, and bear in the end of April. Harveſt in the be- 
ginning or middle of September.—Cabbages are produced 
In great plenty, and form a great part of the winter food 
of the lower people. They are confidered as a good cor- 
rective of ſcorbutic habits. Kitchen-ſtuffs grow to great per- 
ſection ; but, from being too near the ſea, ſhrubbery will not 
thrive. A great number of horſes are reared ; but as the 
inhabitants, at leaſt in Walls, do not in general employ them 
in drudgery-work, as in other pariſhes, they are allowed to 
run wild in the common: They are ſo hardy, that they re- 
ceive no maintenance from the owners, even in the winter 
ſeaſon. They live to a great age, when domeſticated. 
They are ſold in great numbers every year to Orkney- 
men, who come to this pariſh, and other places in the coun- 
try, with quantities of linen, which finds a ready market. 
The horſes are ſmall, as the people always imprudently 
fell the moſt likely young ones, and do not preſerve pro- 
per breeders, by which means the breed is much diminiſh- 
ed in fize. Vaſt numbers of ſwine are alſo produced; but, 
as they go wild in the common during the ſummer ſeaſon, 
they are very injurious to the paſturage,' by rooting and 
digging it ap. They are often alſo hurtful, by ſeizing up- 
on young lambs, and eating them. But, owing to a com- 
plaint, lately lodged againſt them, their number is greatly 
diminiſhed. —The ſheep were lately numbered by the tackſ- 
- of the teinds, and were found to amount, to about 
ooo. 


Imports and Exports:—Houſchold-ſtores, for thoſe of bet- 
ter ſtations, are imported from Leith and Hamburgh : and 
falt, deals, boats, fiſhing-lines, hooks and meal, are import- 
ed for the uſe of the ſeamen. The exports are the ſame as 
in other parts of the country, ſuch as ling, cod, taſk, oil, 

herrings 


glebe is not conſiderable in value. Lord Dundas of Alke 
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herrings, butter, beef and hides: all of which, except the 
ling, are ſent to Leith. Formerly Dutch and Hamburgh 


| merchants traded to this country, and carried off the pro- 
ducts, bringing ſuch neceſſaries as the people needed. 


Heritors, Rent — There are twelve heritors, but ſeven of 
them hold very inconſiderable property. They all refide 
in the miniſtry, except three. The rent of the pariſh cannot 


eaſily be aſcertained, becauſe the tenants are obliged to fiſh 
to their landmaſters, at a ſtipulated low price, befides pay- 
ing a ſmall rent for the land they poſſeſs. No valuation 


has ever taken place in the country. The fiſhing-farmer, 
as he may be called, has his lands for about 5 s. or 6s. a 


merk; but being obliged to fiſh to his landlord, and recei- 
ving from him a lower price for his fiſh and oil than he 


could otherwiſe obtain, the proprietor thereby increaſes his 


rent conſiderably. But the quantity of products annually 
being caſual, makes it ſtill more difficult to eſtabliſh the 
juſt rent. | | 25 


Cburcb.—Tnhe living of the miniſter is caſual, depend- 
ing annually on the ſtate of the tithable ſubjects: but the 


teinds have been let for L. 66 Sterling, including ) merks 


of plebe-land, which lies at a diſtance from the mane. 


The half of the corn-teind of Papa, paid in 7þ/a corpora, 
retained in the incumbent's own hand, and valued at L.6 


Sterling, forms part of the ſtipend. In all, it amounts to 
L. 72 Sterling per annum. There is a proceſs of augmen- 
tation now (1797) pending before the Court of Seflion, 
for theſe nine years paſt, and it is ſuppoſed will be de- 
termined ſoon. The vacant tithes, from which the aug - 
mentation will ariſe, are about L. 20 Sterling. The 
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is the patron.— The preſent incumbent was admitted mi- 
niſter in April 1787. His predeceſſors were Meſſrs Tho- 
mas Henry, Laurence Umphray, William Umphray, James 
Ogilvy, George Duncan, James Buchan, who held his of- 
fice 43 years, John Inches, who was tranſlated to Neſting, 
in this preſbytery, and was ſucceeded by the preſent incum- 


bent-—The church of Walls was built in 1746, and is ve- 


ry commodious, and well finiſhed in the ſeating, being all 
pannelled work. The church of Sandneſs was built in 1792, 
in which year alſo the church of Papa has been repaired, 
but ſtill very incomplete. The manſe was built in 1780, 
and is neat and well finiſned. 


* 


Poor. — There are a good many poor in the miniſtry, who 
receive aſſiſtance from the poor- funds, and who are ſtationed 


at the ſame time in their ſeveral diſtricts, a certain number 


of families being aſſigned them for their maintenance. They 
get money from the box to purchaſe clothes and ſhoes; and, 
if the families among whom they are placed fail in grant- 
ing ſupplies, meal is likewiſe procured for them. Redu- 


ced families, who cannot be ſtationed upon the public, re- 


ceive from the poor-funds as they can afford. The people 
are diſpoſed in general to be hamane and charitable. The 
weekly and ſacramental collections are the only fund for ſup- 
plying the poor ; the latter of which are pretty liberal for 
a people who are in mean circumſtances, and among whom 
money is ſcarce. They amount yearly to about L. 9 or L. 10 
Sterling; and as good is ſometimes educed from evil, the 
lines which ariſe from thoſe who tranſgreſs the rules of the 


church, contribute likewiſe to the ſupply of the poor. The 


exact amount of the funds cannot be well known. 


Schools. 
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Scbool. In the ifland of Papa there is a mortiſicatici 
of three merks of land, by a pioufly diſpoſed perſon, for 
the purpoſe of benefiting a reader in the church, who ca. 
techiſes the people there; reads a religions book on the 
Lord's day; fings and prays, when the miniſtet eannot at. 
tend for public worſhip.—There is a parochial ſchool efta- 
bliſhed in Walls, and the Rev. Mr Buchan modified 408. pr 
enn. beſides the legal falary (L. 10 Sterl.) In the iſland of 
Fowla there is a charity-ſchool, with a very ſmall ſalary, of 
only L. 3 Sterl. per ann.,—Several itinerant preachers were 
ſettled in this and ſome neighbouring iſlands, who officiated 
a part-of the year in each. Theſe iſlands, lying at the dif- 
tance of ſeven or eight leagues from their reſpective mini- 
ſtries, were frequently deprived of the ftated ordinances of 
worſhip. But, by reſiding a great part of the year among 
the people, theſe itinerants were of much advantage to 
them. It is a long time ſince they were withdrawn, and 
the people have of courſe much degenerated in their morals 
and Chriſtian knowledge; at leaſt this is the cafe with 
Fowla; for the miniſter has been accuſtomed to go only once 
a- year, in mid-ſummer, to that iſtand, where he ſtays eight ot 
ten days: during which time he frequently preaches, cate- 
chiſes the inhabitants, and baptiſes their childern. 
his miniſterial labours among them, in ſo ſhort a time, can 
be of ſmall advantage for their information, and for guiding 
them in the path of duty. Now that the ſociety is put in 
a capacity, from the late acquſition of their funds, for ex- 
tending their beneſicence and humane influence, it would 
ſurely be fulſilling their pious aims in an effectual manner, 
were an itinerant again appointed to theſe iſlands. The cha- 
rity-ſchoolmaſter reads, during the year, to the inhabitants, 
every Sabbath · day, in ſome religious book, furniſhed by the 
miniſter.— There was a charity-ſchool erected in Sandneſs, 
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in the year 1742, with a ſalary of L. 7 Sterling per annum, 
which continued a ſhort time, when the then ſchoolmaſter re- 
ſigned his office. Upon this event, application was made 
to the Society for the ſchool being continued, and a young 
man was ſent from this country, to be examined for that 
end. Although he did not give that full ſatisfaction ex» 
pe cted, yet he was not rejected, but was remitted for fur- 
ther improvement. This has been fince laid before the 
Society, accompanied with a Preſbyterial repreſentation, but 
no appointment has taken place, (1793), though the young 
man officiated as teacher for ſome time after his return, in the 
hope of being preferred. The miniſter, on account of his 
having more than one place of worſhip, cannot preach above 
once a month in Sandneſs, even although his tours ſhould 
be regularly performed ; but, through the inclemency of 
the weather in winter, and other unavoidable cauſes, he 
cannot be there above eight or nine times in the year. To 
ſupply this deficiency, and to engage the inhabitants in a 
ſuitable manner on the Lord's day, the charity-ſchoolmaſ- 
ter was wont to convene them in the church, read a ſermon- 
book, and catechiſe them, as they were at the diſtance of 
fix miles from the church of Walls. Should the Society 
be graciouſly diſpoſed to grant a re-eſtabliſhment, 1t would 
greatly contribute to the intereſt of religion, and good mo- 
rals; as the people are too poor to have ſchools of their own 
erected, and are now paying their proportion to the legal 
ſchoolmaſter in Walls. Now (1797) are two charity-ſchools 
in Sandneſs and Papa, with a falary of L. 10 Sterling per 
aunum from the Society, proportioned between the two 
ſchoolmaſters. 


Price of Provi/ions and Labour. — Beef is ſold for about 
Iz d. per lib. z veal, from 15s. 2d. to 1s. 6 d. whole, with 
| the 
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the kin ; a ſheep, fit for ſlaughter, from 2 8. to 3 8. 64.; 
a lamb, for 1 s.; a ſwine, unfatted, for 3 8.; a poſs 
8 d.; a hen, 4 d.; a dozen of eggs, 1 d.; butter, 4 d. jy 
merk, which is a pound and a quarter Dutch. In the 
ſpring, fowls and eggs advance a little in value, as many 
are carried to Lerwick, where they fetch a higher price fron 
the Greenlandmen who put in there. 

A. man-ſervant has, for three quarters of the year, L.1, 
48. and has the ſummer quarter to himſelf, when he receive; 
a fee from L. 18 to L. 22 Scots, for fiſhing at the Haaf 
A woman-ſervant has L. 9 Scots a- year, when employed 
in huſbandry, A houſe- ſervant has from L. g to L. 15 Scots 
per annum. 


Fuel.—Peats are the fuel uſed by the inhabitants. They 
are eaſily procured, and are excellent of their kind, except 
in the iſland of Papa, where they are ſandy. 


Names of Places. —Moſt of theſe are derived from the 
Nerwegian language, and have, like all original languages, 
a local fignification : Such as, Goard, which denotes 1 
dwelling ; Gor/ta, a diviſion between lands; Rzchaneſs, : 
point of land for grazing horſes ; Houll, or Houlland, at 


habitation on an eminence ; Holm, a ſmall iſland ; Vs, 
an inlet of the ſea. a 


Antiquities.— The remains of eight Pictiſn buildings, call 
ed Broughs, are found in the miniſtry; but none of them 
ſeem to have been conſiderable. There is a pretty large 
one, erected on a ſmall iſland or holm, fituated within a loch. 
called Burgo Water, very regular for thoſe rude times, and 
has an artificial cauſeway leading to it from the ſhore, in? 


ſerpentine form, the better, perhaps, to deceive an enemy) 
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as it is ſomewhat under water. Unacquainted with the me- 
chanic arts, it is ſurpriſing how the ancient people convey- 
ed together, and erected, ſuch large ſtones as compoſe theſe 
rude fabrics. As theſe buildings are not all fimilar, either 
in bulk or ſhape, it is probable they were uſed either as 
forts or places of ſtrength ; places of obſervation, or watch- 
towers; or places of worſhip. When large, having a double 


or triple wall around, as is the caſe of ſome ſuch buildings, 


they may be denominated fortreſſes, or places of reſidence, 


whither the inhabitants retired for ſhelter in times of danger. 


When theſe Pictiſh erections were meant as watch-towers, 
they were ſmaller in ſize, were only ſingle walled, and were 
placed on eminences, from which ſignals might be diſplayed, 
and ſeen, when an invaſion threatened the inhabitants. Such 
are always in the view of ſome other one. | Others, that are 
imall in bulk, and yet ſo ſituated as not to be ſeen by any 
other, were probably places where ſuperſtitious rites were 
performed. There is the veſtige of one of the ſe latter build- 
ings, that ſtands on a piece of ground jutting into a ſheet 
of water that lies contiguous to the manſe. It is ſurround- 
ed with the water, except in front, and has a ſmall cauſe- 
way leading to it. Beſide the circular building in the mid- 
dle, there is a range of large ſtones, that runs acroſs the neck 
of land, and may have been intended to incloſe the fpot, as a 
place of burial, which the building does not occupy —There 
k a ſtone, very long, that lay time immemorial in the church- 
yard of Papa, but was lately built into one of the corners of 
the church, which ſtone has all the appearance of having been 
uſed as an anchor to a ſhip, before iron anchors were uſed. 
It is about eight feet in length, and two in diameter, It 
has a groove, continued on each fide the whole length, turn- 
ing narrower towards both ends, in which a rope would be 

"SI EM: P placed, 


114 Statiſtical Account 


placed, and to which the cable would be faſtened. If that 
has been its uſe, it muſt therefore be pretty ancient.—There 
15 a copper baſon, ſeemingly very ancient, belonging to the 
church of this place, which 1s uſed at the time of baptiſm, 
It is ſaid to have been given in a preſent by a Dutchman or 
Bremener, together with a bell for the church, and a filver 
cup of curious workmanſhip, originally uſed for holding the 
collection for the poor, The cup was enlarged, and is now 
uſed as one of the communion cups : But the baſon remains 
as formerly, and exhibits the figure of our ,Saviour at an 
altar; the form of a dove over him, emblematical of the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcending on him: and an angel is repre- 
ſented in the attitude of kneeling, and holding in one of 
his hands a ſceptre, with a croſs on the top, ſhewing him 
to be an archangel, or ſome dignity in the heavenly hie- 


rarchy : In the middle there is the figure of a pot, with 


two hands, having ſomething like flowers growing out of 
it; perhaps theſe are emblematical of the fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs, and the increaſe of the Saviour's kingdom among 
men. A mutilated font is placed at a corner of the church- 
yard. 2 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations, —Since the baron bailies were 
ſuppreſſed, by whom petty differences were cognofced, the 
miniſter is neceflarily much troubled with the quarrels that 
ariſe among the people, who are at a diſtance from the feat 
of juſtice, where they might obtain redreſs. The taſk is 
unpleaſant, yet, ſhould thefe differences be entirely over- 
looked, though of a civil nature, unchriſtian converſation 
would more generally prevail. 

Where manufactures and uſeful employments are eſta- 
bliſned, the populouſneſs of a country forms its riches and 
ſtrength ; but where theſe are wanting, too much populs- 

tlon 


tion be 
ced to 
try. 
Beſi 
within 
This h 
the fiſl 
ces to 
them 
for the 
price 
ving t 
of lan 
merly 
nant « 
and p 
times 
on th 
landlc 
in a 1 
want 
have 
cies, 
indep 
ton, 
tries, 
he p1 
his 
this! 
he v 
Knon 
maſt 


If that 
There 
to the 
ptiſm, 
1an or 
ſilver 
Ng the 
S now 
mains 
at an 
of the 
repre- 
one of 
» him 
y hie- 

with 
out of 
1ghte- 
.mong 
lurch. 


; were 
1, the 
s that 
e ſeat 
alk is 
over- 
ſation 


eſta- 
s and 


pula- 
tion 


of Walls and Sanadneſs. 115 


tion becomes its burden. It is like a ſhip's company redu- 
ced to ſhort allowances. Such is the caſe with this coun- 
try. | 

Beſides, the farms are by far too ſmall, many of them, 
within theſe forty years being ſplit into triple the number. 
This has proceeded from the impolitic rage for proſecuting 
the fiſhing ; but it is accompanied with hurtful conſequen- 
ces to the tenants, as the ſmallneſs of their farms keeps 
them in indigence. It tends only to enrich the landmaſter 
for the preſent, as he takes the products at a much lower 
price than would be given by a neutral merchant ; he ha- 
ving the ſame labour from one that has only a few merks 
of land, that he had from the tenant when poſſeſſing, for- 
merly, a much greater quantity. Having little land, the te- 
nant can rear few cattle to bring him caſh to pay his rent, 
and procure ſuch things as he may need : Whereas, in former 
times, by poſſeſſing more, and being allowed to remain there- 
on throughout the year, without being forced to fiſh for the 
landlord, he was better able to pay his rent, and could live 
in a more comfortable and ſubſtantial manner. From the 
want of leaſes, and the tenant's being frequently obliged to 
have recourſe to his landmafter for ſupplies in his exigen- 
cies, it renders him ſervile and obſequious. That manly 
independent ſpirit, which characterizes a free-born Bri- 
ton, and prevails among the peaſantry in the ſouth coun- 
tries, is here loſt. As the tenant has only a verbal tack, 
he promiſing to fiſh for the landmaſter, and to give him all 


his products, and to remain upon the land during pleaſure, 


this proves a bar to all improvements, as he knows not if 
he will reap the benefit thereof longer than one year. 
Knowing that he cannot obtain the ſame price from his 
maſter for the articles he has to diſpoſe of, that another 

would 
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would give him, the tenant is often tempted to treſpaſ 
his contract; and, when found out, (which is moſt fre- 
quently the caſe), he is fined at diſcretion, or has a ſum- 
mons of removal immediately executed againſt him. This 
is ſubverſive of every virtuous principle, and introduces 
2 low cunning and chicanery in the tranſactions of the 
people. | 5, 


Note—lt frequently happens, that a cold north wind prevails in the month 
of May, which retards vegetation very much; and in wet and mooriſh ground 
gives birth to the ſlug, or what is here called the ftorey-worm, which wholly 
deſtroys the grain. Heat and moiſture are extremely favourable in producing 
other reptiles ; but heat deſtroys the flug. It ſhrinks from the ſun, if expo. 
ſed to its rays, and, if it cannot get itſelf buried again under the ſurface, ſoop 
dies. 8 | 
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NUMBER V. 


PARISH OF FORTE VI O, 


(CounTY or PERTH, SYNOD OF PERTH AND OTIR- 
LING, PRESBYTERY OF PERTH.) | 


B y a friend to Statiſtical Inquiries. 


Situation. 


4 8 pariſh is ſituated on the fertile banks of the river 
Earn, that gives name to the rich and beautiful ſtrath 
through which it runs. It is probable that a conſiderable 
portion of this plain or ſtrath was once covered by the 
water of the river, or by an arm of the ſea, which, through 


length of time, was replaced by ſand, mud and earth, car- 


ried down from the neighbouring high lands, in the ſame 
manner that the carſes of Stirling and Falkirk, and ſome 
others, had been originally formed. Forteviot ſtretches not 


only acroſs this plain, but far into the Ochil-hills, and com- 


prehends ſome of the diſtinguiſhed ſummits belonging to 
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the northern diviſion of that well-known ridge of moun- 
tains. It is bounded on the eaſt by the pariſhes of Aber- 
dalgie, Forgandenny, and part of Arngaſk ; on the weſt, by 
Dunning, Findo-Gafk, and a part of Forgandenny that 
runs weſtward between the Ochil part of this pariſh and 
the reſt of it; on the north, by Tibbermor; and on the 
ſouth, by Orwell. It is computed to be eight miles in 
length, by two in breadth. Hilltown and Mailler, another 
diſtrict of the pariſh, is alſo entirely cut off from the reſt 
by. two intervening pariſhes, at the diſtance of about three 
or four miles. The improper ſubdiviſion of pariſhes, with 


relation to one another, with reſpe& to their ſeveral 


churches, and the conveniency of their inhabitants, is ſo 
general all over Britain, that it almoſt ceaſes to be viewed 
as an abſurdity. Our laudable veneration, however, for the 
indiſputable wiſdom, and mature judgment of our anceſ- 
tors, in marking, with great preciſion, the limits of theſe 
notable diſtricts, and the irremediable confuſion that would 


_ neceſſarily follow, were any alteration made on them, 


Mou d effectually reſtrain us from ever attempting to diſturb 
their eſtabliſhed order. 


Name. — The name of this place is generally written For- 
te viot. In Fordun and others, it is Fortheviot, Forthe- 
vioth, and Forte viach. This name is aſſerted by ſome 
authors to be a contraction of Fortbuir- tabiaicht, Gaelic, 
from Foirtbir, farther or remote; and tabachta, ſtate or 
condition. 'This compound name may therefore mean the 
remote or diſtant fituation or ſtate, which, with reſpe& to 
Stirling, Perth, or Abernethy, ancient ſeats of government 


and power, is very much applicable to the place. This 


etymology, however, is very doubtful. 
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Heritors.— The Earl of Kinnoul, Lord Ruth ven, and Co- 
lonel Belches of Invermay, are the principal proprietors 
in the pariſh. 


Rivers. — The river Earn or Ern flows acroſs the breadth 


of the pariſh, from weſt to eaſt. It frequently overflows its 


banks, and is thereby the occaſion of great damage to the 


low grounds through which it runs.— The May is a rivulet 
that takes its origin among the Ochil-hills, at the diſtance 
of about eight miles from the Earn, into which, after a 
greatly variegated courſe, it is loſt, a little to the eaſtward of 
a ſtone bridge of 6 arches, built about 3o years ago, very 
near the place where the ferry-boat or coble formerly was. It 
ſometimes deſcends from the hills with great rapidity, making 
conſiderable devaſtations on the banks and the adjacent 
grounds. On theſe occaſions, the paſſage to the church, from 
ſome parts of the country, 1s rendered very circuitous and 
diſtcult,—[zvermay, the reſidence of Colonel Belches of 
Invermay, is ſituated a ſhort way from the church, on the 
banks of the May, in one of the moſt romantic and plea- 
lant ſpots in this part of Perthſhire. This is the place that 


gave riſe to the well-known ballad of the Bzrks of Inver- 


may. The manſion-houſe, which is not of an old date, is 
neat and commodious, and makes a ſtriking contraſt with 
an old tower, which is permitted to remain, in its vicinity. 
The banks are covered with wood, both natural and plant- 
ed; among which the birk (birch) holds a conſpicuous 
place, and perpetuates the ſcenery alluded to in the ballad 
already mentioned.—The water and banks of the May ex- 
hibit ſome natural curioſities, that deſervedly attract the at- 
tention of ſtrangers. The Humble Bumble, in particular, is 
extremely remarkable. This name is given to a narrow 
*ourle which the water has cut for itſelf a conſiderable way 
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through a rock, the fides of which meet almoſt together, 
eſpecially. near the top. This paſſage is both deep and 
dark. A rumbling noiſe, which the water makes in its 
paſſage through it, is believed to have given rife to the 
name by which this remarkable place is known.—A. little 


above the Humble Bumble is the Linn of Muckar ſey, a. 


bout thirty feet perpendicular, which, when the water is 
high, and comes foaming from the hills, exhibits a beauti- 
ful caſcade.—The banks of the May, and ſeveral other 
places in the pariſh, abound with plants not frequently to 


be met with, as the lithoſpermum officinale, aſtragalus ura- 


lenſis, &c. 


Proper Names. Many of the names of places in this 


pariſh are Gaelic, as Craigmor, Cairnmor, and Invermay, 


&c. As theſe are the names of hills and rivers, they may 
be conſidered as very ancient; not being ſo liable to change 
as the names of houſes and farms. It 1s probable, there- 
fore, that they were given by the original inhabitants of 
the place, and conſequently muſt have been prior to the time 
when it was poſſeſſed by the Picts; for it is believed, that 
the original language of the Picts and of the Scots was not 
the ſame. It is worthy of obſervation alſo, that moſt of 
theſe names, as Reſſie, Inver or Inner, &c. are ſuch as 
abound in the weſtern Highlands of Scotland, in places 
where the Gaelic has been the vernacular language of the 
inhabitants time immemorial. This, among many others 
that might be mentioned, affords a proof that the Gaelic 
or Erſe language, as at preſent ſpoken in the weſtern High- 
lands, was in reality the language that was anciently ſpoken 
all over Scotland, and not a modern dialect of the Iriſh, 


brought from Ireland, and peculiar to the weſtern diſtrict 
ol 
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of Scotland, as ſome late writers in defence of Gothiciſms 
groundleſsly fancy it to be. 


Population. — The avec of inhabitants is 976. When 


this account was taken, about two years ago, the number of 


males in the pariſh was leſs than that of females only by 
three. In 1755, according to Dr Webſter's account, the 
population was 1164, which makes a deficiency of 194. 


The accumulation of {mall into large farms is generally aſeri- 


bed as the chief cauſe of this depopulation. 


Church. —The ancient church of Forteviot is ſaid to have 
been founded by Hungus king of the Pits, who lived near 
the downfal of the Pictiſn kingdom, and to whom this di- 
ſtrict belonged. It was at an early period attached to the 
Abbey vf Cambuſkenneth, and was afterwards given to the 
College of St Andrews; which college, and the family of 
Belches of Invermay, are patrons. The ancient pariſh of Muck- 
arſey was, many years ago, annexed to Forteyiot. There is 
a place of worſhip at Muckarſey, and the ruins of another at 
Kirktown of Mailler, neither of which has for a long time 
been frequented ; but the burying-grounds adjoining to 
them are occupied by the neighbourhood for burying their 
dead. —The Reverend Harry Inglis is the preſent ncum- 
bent, and enjoys a ſtipend above L. 100 Sterling, beſides 
manſe and glebe. He has long ſerved in the paſtoral charge 
of this pariſh with great reſpectability and ſucceſs. Of 


late, however, owing to old age and infirmity, he has been 


under the neceſſity of keeping an aſſiſtant, of which he has 
had ſeveral in ſucceſſion. The cuſtom that prevails in Scet- 
land, of ſupplying a parochial charge by means of an aſſiſt- 
ant, when the miniſter becomes unfit for the whole or a 


bart of the duty, is highly commendable. Theſe aſſiſt- 


Vor. XX, © Thy ants 
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ants are moſtly young men, who being licenſed to preach, 
are candidates for the holy miniſtry. They are paid, when 
aſſiſtants, commonly by the miniſter ; but ſometimes by 
the miniſter and pariſhioners, and in ſome inſtances by the 
pariſhioners only. Their buſineſs, as aſſiſtants, is to preach, 
catechiſe, and viſit the people, at the deſire, and under the 
ſole direction of the miniſter. Some few of them, owing 
to the peculiar circumſtances of the pariſh, are ordained, or 
admitted to full orders, and in conſequence may adminiſter 
the ſacraments. They generally continue in office during 
the pleaſure of the miniſter : but ſome of them, who have 
procured an intereſt in the patron's favour, are, by the 
conſent of the minifter, ordained aſſiſtants and ſucceſſors, 


School.—The parochial ſchool, under the wiſe direction, 
and regular attendance, of Mr Gow, the preſent ſchoolmaſter, 
is well frequented. The falary is L. 100 Scotch ; the pay- 
ing of a great part of which 1s laid on the tenants, and 
requires about ſixty receipts to be given annually by the 
ſchoolmaſter, before even that ſmall ſum can be collected. 
The ſchool-wages are very moderate, being 1 s. per quar- 
ter for Engliſh; 1s. 3 d. for writing; 1s. 6 d. for arith- 
metic; and 2s. for Latin. The proportion between the 
wages and the hours of attendance ſeems in no reſpect to 
be reaſonable. The ſchool begins, during ſummer, at nine 
in the morning, diſmiſſes at twelve at noon ; meets again at 
two in the afternoon, and diſmiſſes at five in the afternoon. 
It commences, during winter, at ten in the morning, and 
continues, without intermiſſion, till three in the afternoon. 
When the time of attendance is confidered, and eſpecially 
the inceſſant labour that muſt be undergone in teaching a 
parochial ſchool, it will appear, that the eſtabliſhed ſchoolmaſ- 
ters in thus diſtri, and generally all over Scotland, are but 

poorly 
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poorly rewarded, An application, a few. years ago, was 


made to the landed intereſt, by the parochial ſchoolmaſters of 
the kingdom, for a ſmall addition to their ſalaries; but it 
was oppoſed with the utmoſt vigour, and, in canſequence, 
did not ſucceed. It muſt, however, be obſerved, that many of 
the landed proprietors in Scotland, impreſſed with a ſenſe 


of the propriety of giving a little more encouragement to 
a claſs of men the moſt uſeful in ſociety, are ſpontaneouſly 


offering their aſſiſtance in augmenting the ſalaries of pariſh 
ſchools, | | 


Poor. The poor upon the ſeſſion- roll are uſually about 
fix or eight; and are ſupported by the collections at church, 


which being only about 3 8. 6 d. a- week, mult afford them 


but a very ſcanty ſupply. 


Agriculture. — As there is little or no manufiQure in the 
pariſh, the people are moſtly employed in huſbandry, the 


mode of which has altered with the late introduction of 


agricultural improvements into Perthſhire. Not much of 
the pariſh is incloſed; a circumſtance which indicates, 
that the farmers of this place have a great deal of pleaſure 
yet awaiting them, in carrying improvements to a much 
greater degree of perfection than they have hitherto reached. 


Antiquities —This pariſh affords not a little matter for 


the 1nquiries of the antiquary. Here, it is ſaid, was the 
reſidence of ſome of the kings of the Picts in remote pe- 


riods : and here King Kenneth, after the Pictiſh kingdom 
was annihilated, departed this life, as thus narrated 1n the 
MSS. of Melroſs, and Andreas Vintonius, who wrote in 


the time of Robert Duke of Albany. 
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„Primus in Albania fertur regnaſſe Kinedhus, 

“Filius Alpini, prelia multa Gerens. 
Expulſis Pictis, regnaverat octo bis annis, 

* Atque Fortemet *, mortum ille fuit.” 


See Sir James e Collect. p. 9% | 


Halyhill, near the preſent aid; but a great rt of 

the ſite of which is ſaid to have been carried off by the wa- 
ter of Mey, was the ſummer refidence of Malcolm Can- 
more, and others of the Scottiſh kings, who granted many 
charters from this place. At certain diſtances from the pa- 
lace were erected large ſtones, by way of pillars : as the 
Standing-ſtane of Bankhead and Croſs of Dronochy, Seve- 
ral urns and ftone-coffins, with fragments of human bones, 
were found, ſome years ago, in different parts of the pariſh, 
The mill of Forteviot, and the Coblehaugh, mentioned by 
Andrew Wyntoun, yet remain. At Coblehaugh was the 
boat for ferrying over the Earn. The miller's daughter 
was mother to Malcolm Canmore. 
An account of ſome of theſe, and other antiquities in the 
pariſh, was communicated to the public, in one of the ma- 
gazines printed at Edinburgh, about 24 or 25 years ago. 
That account was written by Mr Taylor, then ſchoolmai- 
ter at Forteviot, now at Kinroſs f. 


* In Fordun's Scot. Chro. Lib. IV. cap. 3. This word is written Tor. 
theviot. | 


+ The Halyhill, as it is commonly called, a ſmall eminence at the welt 
end of Forteviot, was once the ſite of a royal reſidence, firſt, It would 
appear, of the Pictiſh, and aſterwards of fome of the Scottith, kings. 
Here Kenneth II. having reigned in peace ſixteen years, after revenging the 


death of his father Alpin, whom the Picts beheaded, by exterminating 


chat people, and entirely ſubjugating their territory, died of a fiſtula. This 
place | ſeems to have been a favourite reſidence of King Malcolm Canmore, 
atul 
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and many charters are ſaid to bear date from it. Near to this place, Ed- 
ward Baliol encamped his army, 31 July 1332, on the Miller's Acre, im- 
mediately before the bloody battle of Duplin. There is a ſtone croſs, quite 
entire, a good way up the riſing ground (Bankhead) on the oppoſite bank 
of the Earn, almoſt ſtraight north ſrom the ford by which Balio!'s army 
eroſſed the river, and another on the ſouth of Forteviot, upon a riſing ground, 
called Dronachy, lying broken over at the pedeſtal, on which are many 
emblematical figures. About half-a-mile north from the firſt of theſe, a 
large tumulus or cairn was opened about thirty years ago, by the people re- 
pairing a road in the neighbourhood, and in it were found ſome coffins 
formed of rough flat ſtones, containing many fragments of bones, and 


ſome trinkets in various figures, of a vitrified ſubſtance and blackiſh colour; 


and, a few years ago, ſome urns were dug up at the weſt boundary of the 
pariſh, when the road was repairing between Invermey and Dunning. 

The ruinous buildings on the Halyhill were viſited as an object of cu- 
rioſity, ſo late as the reign of Charles I.; but nothing now remains of theſe 
buildings, and only a part of the eminence whereon they ſtood, as the wa- 
ter of Mey, by undermining below, is continually waſhing away leſs or 
more of the rubbiſh, The King's Haugh, a little eaft from the place, ſtill 
retains the name. Tradition informs us, that ſome houſes in the neighbour- 
hood have been built, or rebuilt, of the ſtones of the palace at Halyhill; and 
ſome of theſe are eaſily diſtinguiſhed by the antiquated figures cut there- 
en. x 

The Pleaſure-green, too, the ſcene of ancient exerciſes and amuſements, 
is ſtill uſed by the ſchool-boys in their diverſions, The ſchool and maſter's 
kouſe ſtand on the welt end thereof. | 

The Halybill is at preſent only about half as big as it was 30 years ago. 
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NUMBER VI 
PARISH OF ORWEL. 


(County or KinRoss, SYNOD or Firs, AND PRESBY- 
TERY OF DUNFERMLINE.) 


Name, Situation, and Extent, 


T HIS pariſh, from the earlieſt public records, was called, 


what it is to this day, Orwel. From whence it deri- 
ved this name is entirely unknown. The various accounts 
from tradition, from whence it derived this name, are ſo fa- 


| bulous, as to exceed the belief of even the moſt credulous 


antiquarian. 


1 his pariſh is better known in the 1 pa- 
riſhes, by tlie name of the village in which the kirk and 
manſe are ſituated, viz. Millnathort, vulgarly called Milli- 
a, forth; from mulean, a mill, and athart, acroſs, or over; 
both Gaelic words, and which are perfectly expreſſive of the 


real ſituation of the town; a mill being placed upon a rivu- 


let, which nearly equally divides the village. 
This pariſh, as mentioned above, is ſituated in the ſhire 


of Kinroſs, preſbytery of Dunfermline, and ſynod of Fife. 


It 


co 


of 


T. 


Orell. — "hp 


It is bounded by the pariſhes of Arngaſk and Forte viot on 
the north; by Kinroſs on the ſouth; by Portmoack and 
Strathmeiglo on the eaſt; and by that of Foflaway on the 
weſt; being between 5 and 6 miles in length from eaſt to 
weſt, and about 5 miles in breadth from north to ſouth, 


It is 16 miles from the North Ferry, and 14 from Perth. 


The great road to Perth leads through the village of Millna- 


thort, in the centre of the pariſh. 


Surface and Soil. — This pariſh lies almoſt perfectly flat 2 


north from the village it riſes gradually to the top of the 


high grounds called Kinro/s-brae, which braes are the termi- 


nations of the Ochil-hills ; the height of which, here, will not 


be above 760 feet above the level of the ſea. There is not 


much of this pariſh either in moor or moſs; the far greater 
part of it conſiſts in excellent paſture for cattle, or in culti- 
vation. hs | 

The ſoils are various. The farms which he to the ſouth of 
the pariſh, bordering upon the Queegb +, are a mixture of 
clay and ſand, and yield about 5 bolls an acre. The farms 
ſituated on the north of the village are of a light ſandy ſoil, 
and yield about 6 bolls an acre. The lands about the vil- 
lage are reckoned as good as any in the ſhire, and afford ex- 
cellent crops, and generally have an early harveſt. 

Incloſures about the village rent at 40 8. per acre, and 
ſome parks even at 50 8. per acre. Upon an average, the 
one · half of the lands of this pariſh are neatly divided and in- 


cloſed with good ſtone-dikes and fences. For the produce 


and quantity of the crops ſee the table. 


Minerals.—There is no coal in this pariſh hitherto diſ- 
covered; but in the neighbouring pariſhes there are plenty 
of peats, which are uſed by the poorer ſort of people. 
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There are 4 free · ſtone quarries in this pariſn; 2 of which 


are upon theſe farms called Hattonburn farms, belonging 
to Mr Stein of Hattonburn: the other 2 are in the ea- 
ſtern part of the pariſn. The ſtones of theſe quarries are 
of a grey and whitiſh colour, ſomething reſembling the 
_ Craigleith, near Edinburgh, or thoſe of the Portland ſtones, 
in England. They are exceedingly good for building, either 
in rouble or in aſhler. The houſes built in Millnathort, of 
theſe quarries, have an elegant, light, and cheerful appear. 
ance, 


Roads and Plantations.— There are 2 excellent roads that 
run through this pariſh : the one, leading from Perth to the 
North Ferry, is conſtantly kept in the beſt repair; the 
other, leading from Stirling to Kinroſs, ſtrikes off from the 
main turnpike at the bridge of Queegh, is naturally laid 
with channel, and is always good without much repair. 
There is little planting in this pariſh, as yet, come to any 


maturity; the only planting worth while of mentioning, is 


that in the eaſtern part of the pariſh, which ſurrounds the 
Caſtle of Burleigh, the trees of which are very large, and 
ſo old, as that many of them are grown boſs or hollow. This 
planting, with the caſtle, belongs to Mr Graham of Kinroſs. 


| Rivulets, Bridges, and N ills —Only 2 rivulets glide thro" 
this pariſh ; the largeſt of which is called the Dzeegh, co- 
ming from the weſt, and terminating in Loch Leven. This 


rivulet, upon an average, may be about 20 feet over, and di- | 


vides this pariſh from Kinroſs on the ſouth, over which 
there is a good ſtone · bridge, on the great turnpike-road 
from the Ferry to Perth. The other rivulet runs through 
the village of Millnathort, and ſerves the inhabitants with 
water; it is over this rivulet that the village of Millnathort, 
with the mills, are ſituated, which gave riſe to the name of 
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the village. There are alſo ſeveral mills fituated upon this 
rivulet, beſides the mill in the village; 2 wauk-mills, 
1 flou mill, x thraſhing-mill, and 3 meal-mills, beſides the 
diſtillery. Over this rivulet, alſo, there is a ſtone-bridge, in 
the middle of the village. 


Population. —The population of this pariſh has certainly 
increaſed of late. The number of children born, commwuni- 
bus annis, about 120; but, owing to the negligence of the 
parents, in not regiſtrating their childrens births, an accurate 
liſt cannot be obtained. They ſeem to have paid more at- 
tention to this the end of laſt century than they do at pre- 


ſent.— The population in 1755, was 1891 ſouls. 


The following tables will ſhow, at one view, the popula- 
tion of this pariſh for ſome years paſt, and which are meant 
a a med:um for the preſent and former years, viz. 
Statiſtical Table of the Pariſh of Orwel. 
| 1791 1792 1793 1794 


Families, 929 434 442 453 
Married, - 504 510 524 515 
Unmarried, 1189 1198 1218 1306 
Under 10 years, 377 381 388 396 
Above 50, 306 307 311 310 
Widowers, 1 41 41 39 
Widows, - 90 92 93 103 
Males, - 792 797 N11 741 
Females, „ 933 864 
Total number of ſouls 1696 1710 1744 1705 
Average, majority of females, 08 122 
1792. Marriages this year, in medium, 16 
Vor. XX, no 1792. 


— — * 


130 


1792. Deaths this year, in medium, 
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Viz. under 10 years, <- 23 


Between 10 and 20 years, 
50 and upwards, 


1791 
Eſtabliſhment, 496 


Antiburghers, 520 


Burghers, 642 
Relief, 33 
Servants, 254 


1792 
504 
528 
642 

33 
255 


Profeſſions. 


Occupations, Ic. 


Feuers, 
Maſons, - 
Wrights, 3 
Shoemakers, - 
Tailors, 8 
Weavers in town, 83 


Ditto in country, 46 5 159 


Butchers, - 

_ Gardeners, - 

A 
Sheep, 
Horſes, 


18 | 
10 
20 
27 
13 


I 


1 ; 
I 
I 


Stock, vix. 


2 $7 
T4 57 
20 

1793 1794 1795 

510 416 401 

$37. -.. $94 +... 596 

66x 710 712 

33 36 40 

267 258 259 
Proprietors, 1 
Miniſters, - 4 
Schoolmaſters « 
Private teachers, - 2 
Flour-mills, 5 1 
Meal-mills, - I 
Wauk-mills, - 2 
Thraſhing-mills, <- 1 
Alehouſes, - 10 
Brewers, - 8 
— 2040 


2280 Black- cattle, 
425 | Eng. and Scots ploughs, 85 
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Lands and Rents, 
The whole extent, in Scots acres, in this pariſh, 16,384 
Cefs valuation, . L. 6586 6 2 Scots. 
Preſent valuation, - / 4544 10 o Sterling. 


Number of ploughs of land in the pariſh 83, each of 
which, at an average, rents at L. 53, 9s. Sterling. 


Ploughed yearly, - - 3210 acres. 
| In paſture and croft, - IE I 3124 | 
In gardens, - > i iy 


Total, 16 384 


Sown annually. 


Oats, i n= 25 50 bolls. 
Barley, , - - - 510 
Peaſe, - - 18660 
Wheat, - "+ 15 
Potatoes, > „„ 

Flax: ſeed, t - 27% 
Turnip, . ö—oücn e 
Annual Produce. 

Oats, - - - 10200 bolls. 
Barley, - — 8 3090 
Potatoes, 1 88 1360 
Stones of lint, - n 888 
Acres of ſown graſs, - 3 | 


Total Valuation of Annual Produce. 


Oats and barley, at 13 8. per boll, þ 9520 © © 
Potatoes, at 4 8. per boll, "a 7-7. WES o 


9 to 


Carried forward, L. 9772 0 
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1 Statiſtica! Account 

Brought forward, L. 92 o 6 
Lint, at 10 8. 6d. per ſtone, = 470 © © 
Graſs, at L. 4 per acre, - 1040 © oO 
Wheat, — - 100 © © 
Turnips, - - 80 o o 
Fruits, &c. - - 100 © o 
Total, 11562 o 0 
Preſent kirk built, 1 170 
—— — manſe built, e 1788 
—— ſchool-houſe built, * 1769 
Average number of ſcholars per annum, between 70 and 

30. | 


When a proper regiſter was kept of the births in this pa- 
riſh, it was known that it rather decreaſed in population, as 
will appear from the following, which 1s copied from the 
ſeſſion clerk's records, viz. 


In the years 1692 and 1693 there were baptized, 106 
—— 1779 and 1780 96 


Decreaſe 10 


But as many of the inhabitants never make any regiſtra- 
tions, the account of this ſmall decreaſe, in the ſpace of a full 
century, may be as much, if not more, owing to this cauſe 
as to any other. 


6 the eaſtern part of this pariſh, near the 
foot of Lomond-hills, which ſeparate this pariſh from thoſe 
of Portmoack and Strathmeiglo, are the ruins of the Caſtle 
of Burleigh, formerly the reſidence of the late Lord Bur- 
leigh. This ancient caſtle was formerly a place of great 
ſtrength, when family feuds ſo much prevalled. It is a 
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ſquare, ſurrounded by a wall of 10 feet in height, a deep 
ditch, and a redoubt. It is ſurrounded, as already mention. 
ed, with a great number of trees, many of which are very 
large, and boſs and hollow with age. 

One of them, in particular, (an aſh), about the Aalkamoe of 
20 yards ſrom the caſtle, has been boſs theſe 50 years paſt. 
Of this tree, tradition gives many accounts, which we can- 
not inſert, as ſome of them ſeem doubtful . This old 
caſtle, with the lands annexed, was purchaſed 30 years ago 
by General Irvin, and ſold by him to Mr Graham of Kin- 
roſs, the preſent proprietor. 

This caſtle is entirely a ruin; ſome part of its wall is fal- 
len to decay, and the ditch that ſurrounded it is in many 
places filled up. 


Eccleſiaſtical State. The preſent kirk of Orwel, or, as 
it is commonly called, the Old Kirk, in contradiſtinction to 
the Seceders meeting-houſes, which are called the New 
Kirks, was built in the year 1729. It ſtands upon an emi- 
nence above the village of Millnathort, about 200 yards 
from the manſe ; it has, outwardly, a pretty decent appear- 
ance for a country kirk, and is tolerably well finiſhed in- 
wardly. The manſe alſo is ſituated on an eminence above 
the village; it is entirely new, being built in 1788, upon 

| the 


* This tree is noted for ſheltering Lord Burleigh when he concealed him- 
ſelf from juſtice. The occaſion of it was, that the ſchoolmaſter of Aberdour 


having married a girt whom Lord Burleigh had a regard for, and taken her 


home from his Lordſhip's houſe in his abſence, at his return, finding the girl 
gone off with the ſchoolmaſter, he inſtantly rode down with full ſpeed to the 
ſchoolmaſter's houſe, and ſhot him thro? the head in his own door. Having thus 
rendered himſelf liable to the ſcourge of the law, his Lordſhip was pleaſed ta 


take up his reſidence, for ſome conſiderable time, in the heart of this old aſh, 


which is ſtill green to this day, and is known by the name of Burlcigh's 
Hole. | „ 


— 
} 
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the ſite of the old manſe; its front is to the ſouth, and 
the garden before it declines like a hot-bed; the manſe is 
built in a temporary manner; the walls being inſufficient to 
hold out rain, conſequently, the houſe is often filled with wa. 
ter, and the ceiling deſtroyed. 

The ſchool-houſe was built in 1569: it conſiſts of only 2 
apartments; the one is uſed as the ſchool- houſe, the other 
as the ſchoolmaſter's room. 

The living of this pariſh, at preſent, glebe, manſe, &c. 
included, will be about L. 120 Sterling. The glebe conſiſts 
of 8 Scotch acres, of a good rich ſoil, and is contiguous with 
the manſe.— The ſchoolmaſter here, as in many pariſhes of 
Scotland, .officiates as ſeffion-clerk ; his falary is L. 200 
Scotch, which, with ſchool-fees and other emoluments, make 
his income conſiderable; as in winter there are upwards of 
1co ſcholars, and in ſummer there will be 60. 

There are few poor upon the roll, as the other 3 _—_ of 
worſhip ſupport their own poor. 

The ſchool-fees are, Engliſh x s. 6 d.; writing, 2s. ; arith- 
metic, 2 8. 6d.; and Latin, 3s. 6d. per quarter: Mr Gra- 
ham of Kinroſs is the patron. 

In the village of Millnathort there are no fewer than 4 
places of worſhip, viz. the Eftabhſhment, the Antiburgh- 
ers, Burghers, and Reformers, commonly called Camero- 
mans, 

The primary cauſe of there being Segeders in this pariſh, 
was a Mr Mair, a miniſter of the Eftabliſhment, who, chan- 
ging his opinions, preached up the erroneous doctrine of uni- 
verſal redemption, and was in conſequences of this diſmiſſed 
from his charge ; notwithſtanding of this he till continued 
in the village, preaching this doctrine, till the day of his 
death, to his adherents, who were very numerous, and who 
built that large chapel preſently occupied by the Burghers. 
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The exatt number of perſons, of each opinion in this pa- 
riſh, has been already ſhown by the table. 

Theſe other meeting-houſes, however, beſides accommo- 
dating the inhabitants of this pariſh, alſo accommodate ma- 
ny hearers who come from the neighbouring pariſhes. Many 


of theſe hearers come regularly every Lord's day, 8, 10, and 
even 14 miles, to hear their own miniſter. Theſe people, 


male and female, travel, when the roads are bad, bare-foot 
and bare-legged, with their ſhoes and ftockings in their 
hands: ſo much regard have they for the word, to hear it 
preached in its purity and ſimplicity. 


Character and Manner of Living, —They, in general, are 
active and induſtrious : they are naturally generous and ſo- 


_ cial, and very fond of news. Drunkenneſs in this pariſh 
is entirely unknown. They are very orderly and decent 


people; and crimes of any conſequence are ſeldomer com- 
mitted here than in many pariſhes in Scotland of equal po- 
pulation. 


Religious Character. — The religious character of the in- 
habitants of this pariſh is various, according to their ſect. 
Thoſe of the Eftabliſhment neither run into the extreme of 
luperſtition on the one hand, nor of fanaticiſm on the other, 
but are of the calm, moderate, and mild caſt, making no 
great noiſe or buſtle about it, though they are very regular 
in attending to its inſtitutions. 

The Seceders, in general, are very quiet and peaceable, 
and live in good underſtanding with thoſe of a different 
perſuaſion. Upon the whole, the inhabitants attend re- 
gularly upon divine ordinances, both of a common, or of 
a more extraordinary nature; and there are few families 
who do not keep up the worlhip of God in their houſes, 
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evening and morning; a divine inſtitution, too much ne. 
glected, if not wholly laid afide, in many pariſhes in this 
Iſland. Upon a review of the religious character of the in- 
habitants of this pariſh, we cannot but conclude with theſe 
| words, as applicable to them, © They are a people dwelling 
« alone *.“ 


Climate, Diſeaſes, and Longevity. The inhabitants of this 
pariſh juſtly boaſt of the ſalubrity of the air in which they 
breathe. Situated upon a dry ſoil, and bleſſed with many 
pure ſprings of water ; waſhed by the river Queegh on the 
ſouth, and by a ſmaller one juſt running through the vil. 
lage; fenced from the blaſts of the ſtormy north by Kinroſs 
brae; and from the cold eaſt winds by Lomond Hill; 
they often enjoy a happy exemption from thoſe difſcaſes 
which lurk in marſby diſtricts, and which frequently viſit 
and affect pariſhes at no great diſtance. The inhabitants of 
this pariſh are not only entirely free of all diſeaſes, but are 
ſtrong, robuſt, and of a heal conſtitution. Many of them 
live to a very great age. One woman , in particular, may 
be mentioned, who, though upwards of 94 years, is in good 
health, and ſupports herſelf by ſpinning. She has children, 
grandchildren, and great-grand-children, in the ſame village, 
There have been many buried of late in this church-yard, 
whoſe ages have been ſaid to exceed that of this woman; 
but to all the accounts of longevity publiſhed, or even rela- 


ted, we are by no means to give credit, as they are general- 
ly exaggerated. 


Fuel and Manner of Living, —It has formerly been ob- 
ſerved, that there is no coal in this pariſh : the inhabitants 
get this article from Kelty, about 6 miles ſouth of this pa- 
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Aſh; they pay 1 8. 2 d. for a ſingle cart at the hill, and 3s. 
for cartage, making the cart of coals : amount to 48. 2 d.: it 
will weigh about 8 cwt. 

There are alſo peats to be had in the e664 but 
theſe are only burnt by the poorer ſort of people. 

Their manner of living is perfectly plain and fimple, 
which muſt greatly contribute to their health. The poorer 
ſort have oat-meal pottage for their breakfaſt and ſupper, 
and broth made of barley and peaſe for dinner, and this of- 
ten without fleſh ; which, with bread baked of peaſe-meal, 
and rolled thin, called þeaſe-bannocks, compoſe the whole of 
their dinner. 

The better ſort, however, live in a very different man- 
ner; moſt of the farmers and maſter tradeſmen keep as good 
a table as any gentleman of L. 500 a-year; and their com- 


mon drink after meals is whiſk y-punch, which article they 


have in this pariſh rather better than what is to be found in 
many places of Scotland. It is diſtilled here by Mr Stein 
of Hattonburn, The village of Millnathort conſumes a 
great deal of this article, which may eaſily be accounted for 
from the number of public-houſes in the village. The 
conſumption 1s not ſo much by the inhabitants themſelves, as 
by the great concourſe of paſſengers travelling this road ta 
Perth, and all the north of Scotland. 
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PRESBYTERY OF AYR). gleb: 


PARISH OF SORN. 
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Situation and Name. 


HIS pariſh, which lies in the ſhire, ſynod, and preſby- 
tery of Ayr, and diſtrict of Kyle, is bounded on the 

eaſt, by the pariſh of Muirkirk; on the ſouth, by that of 
Auchinleck ; on the weſt, by that of Mauchline ; and, on 
the north, by thoſe of Galſton and Strathaven. The church, 
which is nearly in the centre of the pariſh, is about 3 miles 
diſtant from Mauchline, the neareſt poſt-town, 60 miles weſt 
from Edinburgh, 30 ſouth-weſt from Glaſgow, and 15 eaſt 
from Ayr, 
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The proper and intended name * o6f the pariſh is Dal- 
gain; but the Caſtle of Sorn, an ancient ſeat of the family 
of Loudon, happening to ſtand contiguous to the church, has 
inſenfibly communicated its own name to the whole pariſh; 
inſomuch, that the former name is now but little known or 
regarded. Both theſe names are originally Gaelic +. The 
former ſignifies Sandfield, being compounded of dai, a 
feld, ahd gain, ſend; a name exactly deſcriptive of the 
ground about the gentleman's houſe from whoſe eſtate the 
glebe and church-yard were detached; and a name, too, 
which that eſtate, now the property of Mr Stevenſon, ſtill 
bears. To aſcertain the preciſe meaning of the word Sorn, 
is, it ſeems, a matter of greater difficulty. By thoſe who 
are {killed in the Gaelic langnage, I am informed, that, 
among other. meanings, Sorn fignifies a rifing-ground of a 
frowning or unpleaſant aſpet. According to this etymo- 
logy, the name may have taken its riſe either from the rock 
on which the caſtle is founded, and which, at a conſiderable 
height, overhangs the river of Ayr; or rather, perhaps, 
from the general aſpect of the riſing- grounds in the neigh- 
bourhood, which, at no very remote period, mull. have been 
extremely bleak and r. 


Extent, Form, and General Appecrance. Cutting off a tri- 
mane point of land, which runs beyond the general line of 
march; 


* By a ſtrange typographical error in the Statiſtical Account of Muirkirk, 
this pariſh is called Lorn, which is well known to be 2 diſcrict of Argyle- 
lire, far remote from this part of the country, 

As indeed are moſt of the names of places in this pariſh. Some of theſe 


I ſhall here mention, with the explanation, which I have received from 4 


friend in the Highlands. Glen. ſbamrocbh, clover vale ; Dal-charnach, the 


aeld of cairns; Dal darch, oak field; Dal- diling, a field liable to be over- i 


flowed; Car-leith, a winding torrent; Auchin-cloich, ſtone-field ; Barboich, 
comely grove 3 Blair-hiꝰ, the feld of archers ; duchmonnach, hll-field, 
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march, at-the ſouth-weſt extremity, and which may conſiſt of 
about 300 acres, the form of this pariſh is nearly ſquare, whoſe 
fide is 65 miles. The river of Ayr, running from eaſt to 
weſt, divides this ſquare into two parts; the one on the north 
fide being ſomewhat larger than that on the ſouth. This 
river, which riſes in the adjoining pariſh of Muirkirk, be- 
ing, a little before its entrance into this pariſh, increaſed by 
the Greenock and Garpel rivulets, and, in its progreſs thro' 


it, ſtill further augmented by a number of ſmaller ſtreams, 


from both ſides, forms, by the time it arrives at the weſtern 
boundary, a conſiderable body of water; which, during its 


whole courſe, runs with great rapidity on a bed of round 


ſtones and gravel. It frequently attempts to ſhift its bed, 
and to make encroachments on the adjacent holms. A 
gentleman, who has paid much attention to rivers, characte- 
riſes it as the greateſt tyrant of the kind he has ever known. 


Tts banks are almoſt every where ſteep and bold, and cloth- 
ed with natural wood on one fide or other, and very fre- 


quently on both. The fcenery on its banks, therefore, eſpe- 
cially about Sorn Caſtle and the manſe, is, in an uncommon 
degree, pictureſque and pleaſing. | 


The land, obſerving the ſame courſe as the river, is high- 
eſt on the eaſt- ſide, and deſcends gradually towards the weft; 
diverſified, however, by various inequalities on its ſurface. 
The only conſiderable hill is Blackſide-end, fituated in the 


' north-eaſt corner of the pariſh; the height of which above 


the level of the ſea is from 1500 to 1600 feet: It is the be- 
ginning of a ridge, which, with occafional interruptions, 
ſweeps a great way towards the eaſt and ſouth. It com- 
mands a proſpe& of almoſt the whole extenſive county of 
Ayr; the high lands of Galloway on the ſouth; the Iriſh 


Channel, the rock of Ailſa, the iſles of Arran and Bute, on 
| the 


of Sorn. - a 


the weſt ; and part of the ſhires of Renfrew, Lanark, and 
Argyle, on the north. 


Natural Produ@ions.—The moors and fields are pretty 
well ſtocked with the uſual kinds of game; but I have ne- 
ver heard of any fingular or uncommon plant or animal in 


this pariſh ; neither are there any lakes in it. It abounds, 


however, in peat, coal, lime-ſtone, 1ron-ſtone, and red free- 


ſtone, all of a good quality. Hard by Sorn Caſtle there is 


likewiſe a beautiful kind of ſtone, of a blue grey colour, 
and of a cloſe texture, which takes a poliſh little inferior to 
that of marble, and is therefore admirably fitted for the pur- 
poſes of hearth-{tones, pavements, fteps of itairs, &c. In a 
deep glen, too, in the upper part of the pariſh, there are 
ſymptoms of ſpar and lead-ore. In the river of Ayr there 
was abundance of freſh- water trout, and ſome ſalmon ; but 
it is here generally believed, that they have, of late, been 
much diminiſhed in their numbers, by the iron and tar 


works of Muirkirk, and by the coal and lime works both 
in that pariſh and the pariſh of Sorn. Moſt of the ſprings 


are, more or leſs, impregnated with iron; ſome of them 
with lime, and ſome with ſulphur ; but, owing to the obſcu- 
rity of their ſituation, in this remote corner of the country, 
none of them have hitherto attracted much attention. 


Soil and Climate.— As nearly as I can compute, without 
actual meaſurement, this pariſh contains about 23,660 Eng- 
liſh acres ; of which, about 3000 acres conſiſt of moſs; 7000 


ef hills, moors, and other paſture- lands; about 200 are co- 


vered with wood, partly natural, and partly planted in belts 
and clumps; and the remaining 13,460 are arable, though 
not all at preſent in a ſtate of actual cultivation. The moſs 
is diſtributed through ſeveral parts of the pariſh, and is, for 
the 
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the moſt part, of the black kind. In ſome places, however, 
it is reddiſh, particularly in Aird's moſs; the weſt or lower 
end of which begins in the ſouth fide of this pariſh, and runs 
up through it, and the pariſh of Auchinleck, to the diſtance 
of 8 or 9 miles. The moors and moſſes produce little but 
heath, bent, ſprits, and ruſhes. In ſeveral places, however, 
the ſoil, which yields theſe coarſe productions, is only about 
a foot in thickneſs, and below this covering there is a rich 
bed of clay. Such lands are, therefore, evidently capable of 
much improvement. Excepting the holms on the banks of 
the river, and on thoſe of the larger brooks, which are of a 
light and gravelhſh nature, the prevailing ſoil in the arable 
diſtricts is that of a reddiſh clay, upon a bottom of blackiſh 
till. This ſoil, under proper management, and in favour- 
able ſeaſons, yields good crops of oats ; but, as it retains too 
much moiſture, it is apt, when in paſture, to be ſoon over- 
run with moſs and ruſhes. I have been informed by a gen- 
tleman, who had himſelf made the experiment, that the 
beſt method of deſtroying ruſhes, or at leaſt of keeping them 


in fo feeble a ſtate that they can do little harm, is to cut 


them early in the ſeaſon, about the time when they begin 
to flower, and afterwards, if neceſſary, in the autumn ; al- 
ways taking care not to allow them to run to ſeed. By 
this operation, repeated during two ſucceſſive ſeaſons, he 
has completely cleared his paſture-lands of a very exhauſt- 
ing and imperious weed. 

The climate is much the ſame here as in the other pariſhes 
of this county: Strong gales of wind, blowing directly from 
the Weſtern Ocean, and accompanied with frequent and 
heavy ſhowers of rain, conſtitute the prevailing weather. 


Complete rainy days, however, are, I think, leſs common 
here than on the eaſt coaſt; neither does ſnow fall in ſuch | 


quantities, 


r 0 
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quantities, or lie ſo long; and we have ſeldom reaſon to 
complain of fog. | | 


Diſeaſes —Notwithſtanding the prevalence of rain and 


moiſture, the climate is found, by experience, to be remark- 


ably healthy. The ague is a diſeaſe altogether unknown 
here, and even the rheumatiſm prevails much leſs than 
might be expected from the wetneſs of the ſoil and cli- 
mate. The exemption from this laſt diſeaſe, in ſo great 
a degree, is undoubtedly to be aſcribed, in part, to the 
general uſe of woollen- clothes, and to the abundance of 
fuel; an article with which even the pooreſt families 
are pretty well ſupplied. The ſmall-pox, indeed, com- 
mits the ſame ravages here as in other places where in- 
oculation is not generally practiſed. The notions of abſo- 
jute predeſtination, which are ſtill deeply rooted in the 


minds of the country-people, lead the generality of them 


to look upon inoculation as implying an impious diſtruſt of 
Divine Providence, and a vain attempt to alter its irrever- 
Able decrees. It is truly painful to think, that, in the 
courſe of laft ſummer, (1796), and in my immediate neigh- 
bourhood, no leſs than fix children, from one to twelve years 
of age, have been cut off by this deſtructive diſeaſe, all of 
whom might probably have been preſerved by means of 
inoculation. Some of theſe children, too, were beautiful 
and promiſing in an uncommon degree. Three families, 


however, wiſer than their neighbours, inoculated their chil- 


dren in time, and the ifſue was ſuch as might well have en- 
couraged others to follow their example, The caſes were 
all remarkably mild and favourable. It is to be hoped, 
that a few more examples of this kind, contraſted with the 
terrible, and often fatal, effects of the diſeaſe in the natural 
Way, will at length open the eyes of the people at large, 
and 
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and completely remove their prejudices; eſpecially as the 
practice of inoculation has, within theſe few years, become 
general in the village of Catrine. In this pariſh, one man 
has, from his infancy, been dumb, deaf, and blind ; two men 
are blind from age, and two women in conſequence of the 
| Imall-pox. 


Longevity.— A co Gderable number of both ſexes arrive 
at Ro g i ſome even exceed 90. Within a 
very stall diſtance of the church, there are juſt now living 
a ſhoemaker in the goth year of his age, and who ſtill occupies 
the houſe in which he was born; the church-officer, who is 
in his 85th year; a gardener in his 95th, and his wife, near- 
ly of the ſame age“; alſo the poſſeſſor of a ſmall farm, who 
is now in his 97th year. The laſt of theſe is the moſt vi- 
gorous of them all, and walks 2 or 3 miles every day. It 
15 not a little remarkable, that all theſe aged perſons, ex- 
cept the firſt, were ſervants to the late Counteſs-dowager of 
Loudon, who herſelf lived, at Sorn Caſtle, till wann 3 K 
4 months of ber 100th year. 


State of Property.—The valued rent of this pariſh is 
L. 5416 Scotch; and the real rent, including that of the 
lands occupied by the proprietors, may amount to about 
L. 4000 Sterling. This property is divided among no lets 
than 27 heritors. Of theſe, Mr Tennent of Sorn, the moſt 
conſiderable proprietor, reſides occaſionally; Mr Gray of 
Gilmillſcroft, Mr Campbell of Auchmonnach, and 10 ſmall 
proprietors, refide conſtantly; the reſt do not reſide at all. 
The non-reſiding heritors, arranged in the order of their re- 
ſpective valuations, are the following, viz, 

1 Mr 


* They have been married 68 years. 
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Mr Stevenſon of Dalgain, 

Mr Boſwell of Auchinleck, 

Mr Alexander of Ballochmyle, 

Mr Logan of Logan, 

Mr Campbell of Fairfield, 

The Earl of Dumfries, 

Mr Dugald Stewart, Profeſſor of Moral ann in the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh, 

The Marchioneſs of Titchfield, 
Mr Macadam of Craigingillan, 
Mr Campbell of Netherplace, 

Mr Innes of Stow, 

Colonel Mackenzie of North-hill, 
Lord Glenlee, 

Miſs Taylor of Brigs. 


Population and Employment, —The number of mies! in 
this pariſh, excluſive of thoſe in the village of Catrine, is 
243, and of ſouls 1429; of theſe, 677 are males, 752 fe- 
males. It appears from the annexed account that Ca- 
trine contains 1350 ſouls. Total in the pariſh 2779 ſouls. 
Ihe return to Dr Webſter's account, in 1755, was 1494 


| conſequently the increaſe amounts to 1285 ſouls. Of the 


e of the pariſh, excluſive of Catrine, there are, 


Under 1, « - 365 
From 10 to 20, - > 282 
From 20 to 50, - *. an 
From 50 to 70 wo 
Above 70, 5 - 48 

Total 1429 


. 


146 Statiſtical Account 


0 - 


The average number of births which have been regiſter. 
ed for the laſt 5 years, is 65; and of marriages 18. The 
number of births, however, 1s by no means complete, as 
very few of the Diſſenters regiſter their childrens names. 
No exact regiſter of deaths can be kept, as fo many of the 
families have their burying-places in the neighbouring pa- 
riſhes. ; 

About 100 families, including the reſiding heritors, are 
chiefly employed in the buſineſs of agriculture. 


The number of men- ſervants is, 2 > 48 

—— — women-lervants, - 59 

— weavers, . ; 20 

— ſhoemakers, - 8 

— — maſons, . - 11 

wrights, 6 55 

tailors, FS , 6 

—_—_ — fmiths, - - 3 

— — gardeners, 2 
— — dyers, - + 

— coopers, = - 1 

— — corn-mills and millers, - 3 

— — wauk-mills and millers, — 1 


The reſt are colliers, lime-quarriers, ditchers, &c. 


The number of Diſſenters from the Eftabliſhed Church 
is about 78, the greateſt part of whom are Burgher Sece- 


ders. The very few exceptions are Antiburghers and Ca- 
meronians. 


Village of Dalgain.—Though there are ſeveral groups of 
houſes in the centra] parts of the pariſh, on both fides of the 
river, inhabited chiefly by colliers and other labourers, yet 
the only one that can properly come under the denomina- 
tion of a village is Dalgain, fituated a little to the eaſtward 
of 
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of the church, in a beautiful holm, having the river on the 
front, or ſouth ſide, and a winding bank, covered with natu- 
ral wood, on the north. About 16 years ago, the late Dr 
Stevenſon, phyſician m Glaſgow, the proprietor, parcelled 
out this holm among ſeveral different feuers, for the pur- 
poſe of building a ſmall village, at the rate of 4 d. per fall 


of annual feu- duty. Accordingly, a village ſoon aroſe, 


built on the north ſide of the road to Muirkirk, in one row, 
and with a good deal of uniformity. This village now 


conſiſts of 24 houſes and 43 families, beſide 7 families who | 
reſide in houſes on the banks of the river, which, from 


the proximity of their ſituation, may be reckoned a part of 
the village, though built long before it. Theſe 50 families 
contain 191 ſouls; among whom are 3 ſhopkeepers, 3 inn- 
keepers, 3 maſons, 7 ſhoemakers, 5 weavers, 5 tailors, 
4 ſeamſtreſſes, and 7 colhers; the reſt are labourers, aged 
widows, &c. This village is, therefore, evidently the refi- 
dence of a large proportion of the tradeſmen belonging to 
the pariſh. It has not, however, added much to the popu- 
lation, as moſt of the ſame families formerly lived in cot- 
houſes, which are now in ruins. Moſt of theſe families are 
provided with gardens, of various dimenſions, behind their 
houſes, which they cultivate with great care, and raiſe in 
them not only the common kinds of eſculent plants, but al- 
lo ſtrawberries, gooſeberries, and currants, and occaſionally 
flax and barley. Some of them, too, are very ſucceſsful in 
the management of bees. | 


Price of Labour, — About 10 years ago, when the village 
of Catrine began to be built, the wages of maſons and 
wrights were raiſed to about 20 d. per day; and at that 
rate they have continued ever ſince, with little variation. 
In the courſe of the laſt 7 years, however, the price of other 
kinds of labour has been conſiderably advanced. Seven 
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years ago, the wages of a labouring man-ſervant was from 
L. 7 to L. 8; they are now (that is, in 1796) from L. 10 to 
L. 12; of women - ſervants, the yearly wages were then 


from L. 3 to L. 3, 10 8.; they are now L. 4. A tailor, when 


maintained in the families of his employers, then earned 
8 d. per day; he now earns xs. A labourer then earned 
10 d. a-day in winter, and 18. in ſummer; he now earns 
15 d. or 16 d. a-day in winter, and 18 d. or 20 d. in ſum. 
mer. 


State of Agriculture. — Agriculture is here ſtill in a very 
imperfect, but, at the ſame time, in a progreſſive ſtate. Few 
of the tenants pofleſs more than a ploughgate of land, but 
a conſiderable number of them poſſeſs much leſs. The 
leaſes are uſually for 18 or 19 years, with ſome reſtrictions 
as to management. With reſpe& to the rotation of crops, 
the general rules preſcribed are, that only one-third of the 
farm is to be ploughed at a time; the two firſt crops to be 
oats, the third bear and graſs-ſeeds, the fourth hay, and the 
next five years paſture; or, inſtead of this, the third 


crop may be peaſe, the fourth bear and graſs- ſeeds, &c. 


From the want of proper fubdivifions, however, and the 
abſence or inattention of the proprietors, theſe rules are ſel- 
dom ſtrictly obſerved. Inſtead of bear and graſs-ſeeds the 
third year, it is but too common a practice to take a third 
and even a fourth crop of oats, and then to leave the lands 
for paſture, without ſowing any graſs-ſeeds at all. 

Within the laſt 10 or 12 years moſt of the farm-houſes 


have been rebuilt, with conſiderable improvements, both in 


point of ſize and accbmmodation. Several of the pendicles 
have been thrown into the adjacent farms, and about a do- 
zen of cot-houſes have been allowed to fall into ruins, their 


inhabitants having repaired to the villages, (which have late · 


ly ſtarted up in this pariſh), where they find ſufficient em- 
plouyment, 
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ployment, and good wages, both for themſelves and their 
families. 

The uſe of oxen, for the purpoſes of labour, is a ching al- 
together unknown, or at leaſt never practiſed, in this part 
of the country. The wauk or fulling mill, and the three 
corn-mills, in this pariſh, are all upon the river of Ayr. 
The ſeaſons of ſowing and reaping are much the ſame here 
25 in the neighbouring pariſhes. 

From the general poverty of the tenants, and other cau- 
ſes, lime has hitherto been leſs uſed, as a manure, in this 
pariſh than in ſome of the neighbouring pariſhes, which lie 
at a greater diſtance from it. As their circumſtances have, 
of late, been improving, however, they are now beginning 
to uſe it more, and, at the ſame time, to cultivate their 
lands in a better manner, to pay more attention to their 
gardens, the breed of horſes and cattle, and, in ſhort, to 
every kind of rural economy and improvement. With the 
exception of thirlage to particular mills, perſonal and feudal 
ſervices are almoſt entirely aboliſhed. 

According to the leaſes of former years, the average rent 
of the arable lands was only about 5 8. per acre; but as 
theſe leaſes expire, the rent is from 10s. to 12 8. and, in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the villages, from 20 8. to 
30 8. or even higher. 

In the courſe of the 3 laſt years, the occupier of a pen- 
dicle of 5 acres, conſiſting moſtly of moſs, has introduced a 
method of cultivating this kind of ſoil which bids fair to 
be productive of much general utility. He forms his moſs 
ground into beds of g or 10 feet wide, exactly reſembling 
the /azy beds in which potatoes are ſometimes planted. 
Between theſe beds he makes a trench, throwing its con- 
tents upon the beds, in ſuch a manner that the upper ſur- 
face may lie directly upon the under. This part of the 
work he executes in the autumn and winter, and then 
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fpreads lime upon the beds. In fpring he ſows them with 
oats, and then applies the harrow, if the ground will admit 
of it; but if it will not, he, with a ſhovel, throws a cover. 
ing of looſe earth upon it from the bottom of the trenches, 
By means of this proceſs, the firſt year yields a crop of 
about 4 bolls per acre, and the ſecond a crop of about 6, 
The ſame kind of ſoil, under fimilar management, like. 


wiſe produces excellent crops of potatoes. Other perfons 


have already begun to follow the example of this worthy 
and induſtrious improver; and we may now, therefore, in- 
dulge the pleaſing proſpect, that the moſs grounds, which 
abound ſo much in this pariſh, and which have hitherto been 
of very little uſe, may be gradually converted into good 
corn fields, and excellent paſtures. 


Stock and Produce The upper or moorland part of the 
pariſh, conſiſts of ſeveral ſtore farms, which, altogether, 
maintain about 5000 ſheep. In the breed of theſe ſheep 
there 1s nothing remarkable; they are of the common 
black-faced kind, and of a ſize ſomewhat larger than thoſe 


in the ſouthern diſtricts of this county. In the encloſed 


farms, ſheep are ſtrictly prohibited, in order to preſerve the 
young plantations and hedges. 

From the jealouſy and reluQance which moſt of the te- 
nants diſcovered to give an accurate account of their ſtock, 


J am unable to aſcertain the preciſe number either of horſes 
or black-cattle ; but, from the beſt information which I 


could procure, I have reaſon to conclude, that the number 


of the former amounts to about 240, and of the latter to 
about 1470. Some of the horſes are ſtill of the old dimi- 


nutive breed of the country ; but the greateſt part of them 
are an improved breed, of a middle ſize, hardy, and well 
adapted to the purpoſes of agriculture. The farmers rear 
molt of their own horſes, and a few likewiſe for ſale. The 
number 
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number of ploughs is about 80, and that of carts about 
60. 

The black-cattle conſiſt partly of the ſmall ancient 
breed, but moſtly of a mixed breed between that and the 
Cunningham kind. About two-thirds are mulch-cows, 
and the reſt young cattle, rearing for the ſame purpoſe. 
Very few are reared or fed directly for the purpoſe of 
ſlaughter. Several of the tenants have removed to this pa- 
riſh from the pariſh of Dunlop, or its neighbourhood ; the 


art of making Dunlop cheeſe is now, therefore, generally 


and well underſtood. It is only within theſe 10 or 12 years, 
however, that this ſpecies of manufacture was much prac- 
tiſed in this pariſh. The average produce of butter from 
each cow is 24 ſtone, and of cheeſe 8 ſtone ; about two-thirds 
of which is of the ſweet-milk, or Dunlop kind. From theſe 
data, a pretty correct eſtimate of the produce of the milch- 
cows in the pariſh may he eaſily formed. This produce is 
{old partly to the ſhopkeepers and private families in the - 
neighbouring villages, and partly to thoſe in Glaſgow. With- 
in theſe few years, ſome of the farmers have begun to feed 
a pig or two, with whey in ſummer, and with potatoes and 
a little oat-meal in winter. As this kind of ftock is found 
to be profitable, it will probably ſoon become an object of 


more general attention. 


Potatoes conſtitute a very large proportion of the food of 
the inhabitants. Almoſt every family raiſes them for its 
own uſe; and the occupiers of land have lately begun to 
raiſe them alſo for the purpoſe of feeding horſes and cattle, 
particularly milch-cows, a practice which is found to be 
highly advantageous. The inhabitants of the villages, and 
others, who poſſeſs no land for raiſing potatoes, take a piece 
of ground from ſome of the neareft proprietors or farmers, 
at the rate of 6d. per fall, beſide furniſhing a reaſonable 
quantity of dung, Theſe pieces of ground they cultivate 
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with great care and induſtry, ſometimes with the plough, 


but more frequently with the ſpade and hoe. The average 


produce of an acre is about 30 bolls; and about 100 acres 
are every year appropriated to the culture of this moſt va. 
luable root. 5 f 

All who poſſeſs any portion of land, however ſmall, raiſe 
flax ſufficient for their own domeſtic purpoſes, but very 
little for ſale. About 20 or 3o acres may be annually oc- 
cupied with this kind of crop, which, in general, ſucceeds 


very well. About 250 acres are every year ſown with 


clover and rye-graſs. In ſome caſes, a crop of wheat has 
lately been tried upon holm-lands immediately after a crop 
of potatoes, and with very good ſucceſs. There is little 
probability, however, that this ſpecies of grain will ever be 
much cultivated in this pariſh; Oats and bear, eſpecially 
the former, have hitherto been, and are ſtill likely to con- 
tinue to be, the principal objects of attention. The average 
produce of an acre is about 5 Ayrſhire bolls, equal to as ma- 
ny Engliſh quarters. The prices of grain, and of other pro- 
viſions, need not be particularly ſpecified here, being much 
the ſame as in the other pariſhes in the neighbourhood. 
There is no regular fair in this pariſh; but for more than 50 
years there has been an annyal race, in the month of March, 
which draws a confiderable concourſe of people. As many 


of theſe meet for buſineſs more than for amuſement, this 


race, in ſome meaſure, anſwers the purpoſes of a fair. 


Minerals.—Whatever may be its diſadvantages as to ſoil 


and climate, this pariſh has an ample compenſation in its 


minerals, particularly coal and lime. On the north fide of 


the pariſh, Mr Campbell of Avchmonnach has a large field 
of lime-ſtone ; but, as it happens to be 3 miles diſtant from 
the neareſt coal, little advantage has hitherto been derived 
from it. As the demand for lime, however, is yearly in- 
creaſing, 


—— — — —— —— — 1 


creaſing, he eredted a draw-kiln laſt ſummer, and now pro- 
poſes to carry on the work with ſpirit. 

In the north-eaſt diſtri of the pariſh, adjacent to Black- 
fide-hill, there 1s an extenſive moor, part of the eſtate of 
Sorn, in which there is a ſeam of excellent coal, about 5 
feet thick, within 4 or 5 feet of the ſurface, and of an un- 
known extent. This ſeam, it appears, had been partly 
wrought in former times, but had been ſo much neglected 
during the preſent century that its very exiſtence was for- 
gotten, till it was in a manner rediſcovered Jait ſummer. 


In the ſame moor and its vicinity there are great quantities 


of iron-ſtone ; ſpecimens of marble and of black-lead have 
likewiſe been found there, and ſome lime-i{tone of an admi- 
rable quality. Were a communication opened with this 
moor, by means of a road of 2 or 3 miles 1n length, it 
would probably, beſide improving the farms through which 
it muſt paſs, become a ſource of great wealth to the pro- 
prietor, as well as of great accommodation to the ſurround- 


ing country, In this inſtance, and in many others which 


have not yet been ſufficiently explored, the bleak moors of 
Caledonia, and her hills covered with blue miſts, will, 

doubtleſs, be found to contain ſome' of her moſt valuable 
treaſures. 

Farther to the ſouthward, but ſtill on the north fide of 
the river, and about a mile diſtant from it, there are 2 lime 
quarries, on the march between the Sora and Dalgain 
eſtates, one upon each. of theſe eſtates. The quarry on the 
Dalgain fide has been wrought for many years, and both 


works are now carrying on together. Laſt ſummer 12 men 


were employed in quarrying and burning the lime-ſtone, 
and the contractor had engaged to furniſh 12,000 bolls of 
ſhells; owing, however, to the wetnels of the ſeaſon, and 
the impoſſibility of procuring a ſufficient number of hands, 
this quantity was not fully completed, At the ſame place, 
Vor. XX. U and 
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and on the Sorn ſide, there are rich ſeams of excellent 
coal; but as a fire-engine is neceſſary for drawing off the 
water, and none has yet been erected, this coal has hitherto 
been, in a great meaſure, inacceſſible. In another extenſive 
field, on the Sorn eſtate, and at a very ſmall diſtance from 
the Caſtle, there are 2 ſeams of coal, each about a foot in 
thickneſs, with a ſtratum of hard till, of about 2 feet thick, 
running between them. Theſe ſeams, it is true, are rather 
inconfiderable ; but as they are only about 8 or 9 fathoms 
deep, and not in the ſmalleſt degree incommoded by water, 
they are wrought at very little expence. Nine colliers 
are at preſent employed at this work; and the out-put per 
week is about 250 loads. As this coal hes nearer to the 
principal markets than any other in the pariſh, the proprie- 
tor, taking advantage of this circumſtance, has lately raiſed 
the price from 6d. to 8d. per load. Seven years ago, the 
price was only 4d. In other parts of the Sorn eſtate there 
are rich mines of excellent lime ſtone; and in other parts, 
too, trials are at preſent making, for the purpoſe of finding 
new ſeams of coal; trials which promiſe to be attended with 
ſucceſs. | | 
In a riſing ground on the ſouth fide of the river there i; 
a Itme-work of long ſtanding, the property of Mr Farquhar 
Gray of Gilmillſcroft; and 2 collieries, one belonging to 
him, and the other, contiguous to it, in the farm of Eurn- 
head, the property of Mr Logan of Logan. The former of 
theſe gentlemen has been pleaſed to favour me with a ſhort 
account of theſe works, which I ſhall take the liberty of 
communicating nearly in his own words, 
„The average quantity of lime raiſed at this work, du- 
ring the 18 years that T have been concerned in it, 1s 
about 9000 bolls of ſhells, each conſiſting of 5 Wincheſter 
buſhels ; but in ſome particular years we have ſold 14, oco 
bolls. This was actually the quantity ſold laſt ſeaſon ; 
| and 


922 


„ wy mh ms „ e o® 


as LY _ 7 


* 


eellent 
off the 
therto 
enſive 
> from 
oot in 
thick, 
rather 
thoms 
water, 
olliers 
ut per 
to the 
oprie- 
raiſed 
o, the 
there 
parts, 
nding 
with 


ere 13 
juhar 
1g to 
Zurn- 
er of 
ſhort 
ty of 


„ du- 
it, 1s 
eſter 
1,0C0 
on; 

and 


of Corn. 135 


and ſo great was the demand, that, could it have been pre- 
pared, we could have ſold double that quantity. We have 
contracted with workmen for raiſing 20,000 next ſeaſon. 
As the quantity brought to market varies, the number of 
hands muſt vary in proportion. A good workman will, in a 
year, raiſe 500 tons, equal to 2000 bolis ; but as little can 
be done in winter, you may reckon a man for every 1000 
polls, beſide thoſe employed in bearing and in carting the 
lime and coals to the draw-kiln. The bare, which, 18 
years ago, was only 15 feet, is now 30. This circumſtance 
has, of late, obliged us to have recourſe to the expedient of 
mining the rock, which conſiſts of about ) feet thick, in ſo 
many beds; with a roof of hard till 18 inches thick. This 
ſtratum of till, with 10 feet of blaze over it, makes a good 
roof, and allows us to work the mine from 16 to 20 feet 
wide, leaving pillars about 18 feet ſquare. When I enter- 
ed upon this work, the wages of the workmen, both above 
and below, were from 9 d. to 14 d. per day: they are now 
from 14 d. to 2s. This lime-ſtone has been worked 80 
years, It is carried to the neighbouring parithes of Auch- 
inleck, Ochiltree, Mauchline, and Stair, to the diſtance of 10 
or 12 miles. 

« When I came to this place, there were only about 6 
men employed at the colliery; their wages 14 d. per day, 
and their out- put 10 loads per man; fold at 35 d. per load. 
Without including thoſe employed in drawing to the bank, 
the number now employed at our colliery, and the adjacent 
one of Burnhead, will average about 20; their out- puts 
from 12 to 15 loads per day, per man, fold at 6 d. Their 
wages are from 2 8. to 28. 6d. The main ſeam is about 
8 feet thick, with 6 inches of fire clay in the middle. Im- 
mediately above this ſeam, there is a ſlratum of the ſame 
kind of clay, 18 inches thick; above this 18 inches of coal; 
then 20 inches of hard black ſlate; and over that near 3 feet 


of 
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of coarſe coal. The former praQtice had been to work only 
the lower ſeam, leaving about 6 inches of it for a roof; but! 


re! 

have lately gone back, and brought away both that roof and th 

9 the next 18 inches of coal. The field is irregular below, A 
Ill having many ſteps, throwing the coal up and down, a cir- ol 
tht cumſtance which increaſes the expence of working it. Had D 
we a ſale for ir on- ſtone the caſe would be very different, as m 

theſe ſteps are compoſed chiefly of that mineral. My pre- i 


ſent going pit is 30 fathom deep, driven by a horſe-gin. 0 
„By a memorandum in our charter-book it appears, = 
that, ever ſince the year 1623, the ſtandard Gilmillſcroſt 0 
coal-creel was 14 inches wide, 16 inches deep, and 39 c 
inches long within ; price 2 d. Sterling. It further adds, a 
= that the coals had been wrought in the Burrow-lands ſince 
=. | the year 1497. We continue nearly the ſame meaſure for 
1 half a load, now ſold at 3 d. of which about 7 load make 
1 20 cwt.” | 
1 The ſame gentleman adds, the whole of Sorn pariſh 
188 above, and a conſiderable ſpace below, the church, abounds 
if in coal, lime-ſtone, and iron-ſtone ; and the White-ach 770n- 
vt ore marches with the head of the pariſh, and runs into it. 
in 9 There is alſo a ſtring of lead at Hollhouſe-mill; and the 
MN i {par at the Burntſhiel-burn is promiſing. In the river of 
. ö | Ayr there 15 water ſufficient for any ———— and abun- 
19 dance of fall every quarter of a mile.“ 
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Roads and Bridges. — About 25 years ago there was no- 
1 thing, of any extent, in this pariſh that could properly de- 
0 ſerve the name of a road. Happily, however, the caſe is 
4 [0 now very different. Beſide half-a-dozen of private roads, 
| KF | made at the expence of the reſpective proprietors, the pariſh 
I is now interſected by 3 public roads. One of theſe, leading 
from Glaſgow to Dumfries by Galſton, paſſes through the 
centre of the pariſh, from north to ſouth. This road is croſ- 
ſed 
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ſed | by 2 others, leading from Edinburgh to Ayr, by ditfe- 
rent routs. Separating a little on this fide of Muirkirk, 
the one paſſes through the village of Old Cumnock and 
Auchinleck, and the ſouthern part of this pariſh ; the other, 
on the north fide of the river, paſſes through the village of 
Dalgain, and by the church towards Mauchline, where both 
meet again. In the original plan of this latter road, an un- 
fortunate error was committed; inſtead of being carried 
down the narrow vale, cloſe by the river, as far as Sorn, 
which would have formed both a level and a beautiful line 
of road, it was carried through the higher grounds, at ſome 
diſtance, where there are two aſcents of conſiderable length 
and ſteepneſs; the one of theſe muſt be encountered by thoſe 
who go to Muirkirk, the other by thoſe who return from 
it. So ſenſible are the truſtees of this error, that they were 
lately propoſing to make this part of the road anew, and 
to carry it along the river ; but found that their funds were 
inſufficient for this purpoſe. They have it now in contem- 
plation to alter the line in one or two places, in order to 
avoid the ſteepeit pulls; and thus to palliate an evil which 
cannot be entirely removed, Theſe various roads, though 
not every where of ſuch dimenfions, nor in ſuch repair, as 
might be wiſhed, may yet, upon the whole, be confidered as 
good, and highly uſeful. 
Heſide a number of ſmaller bridges, there are two acroſs 
the river of Ayr; one of theſe is in the lower part of the 
pariſh, on the ſout!: road from Edinburgh to Ayr; the 
other, conſiſting of two arches, 1 is cloſe by the church, where 
the Glaſgow road interſects | "the north road to Edinburgh. 
For this latter bridge the country is indebted to the Rev- 
erend Mr Steel, of whom I ſhall more than once have occa- 
hon to make honourable mention. This bridge was built 
ſolely by means of contributions, which he collected! in the 
pariſh and neighbourhood, 5 
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Ecele fraftical State This pariſh, as well as that of Mair. 
kirk, was originally a part of the pariſh of Mauchline, 
which muſt have then reſembled a little county more than 
a pariſh. In the year 1656 the preſent church was built; 
but in the times of perſecution and diſtraction which ſuc- 
ceeded, no fixed paſtor was ſettled till after the period of the 
Revolution. At length, however, in the year 1692, a mi. 
miſter was ordained, a ſtipend and glebe provided, a manſe 
and oſſices built, and this pariſh completely and finally de- 
tached from that of Mauchline. The firſt miniſter who was 
ſettled here was Mr Mungo Lindſay, who diſcharged the 
duties of his ſtation with exemplary diligence and fidelity, 
till the time of his death, which happened in 1738. Ha- 
ving no family, he bequeathed a legacy of 200 merks to 
the poor of this pariſh. He was ſucceeded, in due courſe, 
by Mr William Steel, whom I have already mentioned, and 
who, indeed, will long deſerve to be remembered by his 
ſucceſſors, and even by the pariſh at large. For he was not 
only diſtinguiſhed by his abilities as a preacher, and a 
ſpeaker in church-courts, but alſo by his public ſpirit, his 
zeal, activity, and taſte, in promoting every kind of rural 
improvement, at a time when ſuch improvements were but 
little known in this part of the country. His character and 
talents, and the active part which he had taken in the cauſe, 
recommended him to the choice of the General Aſſembly, 
in the year 175 l, as one of their commiſſioners, for the pur- 
poſe of applying to Government for a general augmenta- 
tion of the miniſters ſtipends throughout Scotland. This 
application was, however, entirely defeated by the warm 
oppoſition of the landed intereſt. On that occaſion, Mr 
Steel and his fellow-commiſſioners are ſaid to have commit- 
ted an error, which the Church of Scotland, and even the 
country in general, have reaſon to regret. Though no aug- 
mentation, either in money or grain, could be obtained, yet, 
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it is ſaid, an augmentation of the glebes might have been 


eaſily procured; but this advantage the commiſſioners ne- 
glected to ſecure. The value of land in Scotland was then 


ſo low, that, under the chagrin which they felt from their 
failure in the main obje&, they probably thought a ſmall 
augmentation of glebe was a boon not worth ſoliciting, or 
accepting. How much are circumſtances now changed? and 
how differently would their ſucceſſors act in a ſimilar fitua- 
tion ? | 

Mr Steel, unwilling, perhaps, to return to his native land, 
after the total overthrow of his favourite ſcheme, readily 
accepted an invitation from the Proteſtant Diſſenters to be- 
come a preacher at Salter's Hall, London, where he ſoon after 
fell into a conſumption, of which he died. He was ſucceeded, 
in 1752, by Mr James Connel, a man of a reſpectable cha- 
rater, good ſenſe, and moderation, who filled the charge 
till his death, which took place in July 1789; and, in May 
1790, he was ſucceeded by the preſent incumbent. 

Soon after his ſettlement, Mr Steel, beſide laying out a 
handſome garden of half an acre, and incloſing both it and 
the glebe with hedges, which ſtill remain, for the moſt part, 
in a thriving condition, likewiſe built, upon a very ſcanty 
allowance from the heritors, and therefore, partly, at his 
own expence, a manſe, which, in point of ſtrength, accom- 
modation, and neatneſs, was then hardly equalled by any 
thing of the kind in this county.. The late Mr Connel, 


however, having a large family, added to the weſt end of it 


a handſome wing of one floor, with a lated roof; and, 
ſoon after the ſettlement of the preſent incumbent, the heri- 
tors added another, at the eaſt end, correiponding with 
it. Theſe additions, joined to the beauty of its ſituation, 
and the interior repairs and improvements which it, has 
lately received, chiefly at the expence of the incumbent, 
have rendered it both a commodious and a pleaſant haota- 

| tion. 
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tion. It affords, indeed, a ſtriking inſtance of the good ece. 
nomy of building manſes, &c. in a ſubſtantial manner, and 
upon a liberal plan, inſtead of doing it, as too often happens, 
according to the loweſt eſtimate. While other manſes, 
within the bounds of this preſbytery, have been built and 
rebuilt, ſome of them more than once, the manſe of Sor 
has already ſtood firm and unbroken for nearly 60 years, 
and will probably do fo for many years to come. It like. 
wiſe ſtill maintains a reſpectable ſtation among its neigh. 
bours, even in a country where the heritors have, of late, 
diſplayed: a commendable liberality in the building and re- 
pairing of churches and manſes. The offices are in a very 
indifferent condition, and will ſoon require to be rebuilt 
from the foundation. About 10 years ago, the inſide of 
the church was repaired, and ſeated anew, and three gal- 
leries were erected in it; ſo that it is now a very decent and 
commodious place of worſhip, 
In a ſmall pariſh in the neighbourhood of a town, where 
a horſe and man-ſervant can be diſpenſed with, a glebe can be 
let, and is therefore a real advantage, in proportion to the 
rent which it brings: But in a remote and extenſive pariſh, 
where a horſe and man-ſervant are indiſpenſable, a /mail 
glebe may be conſidered as a neceſſary evil, becauſe the pro- 
duce is by no means equal to the expence unavoidably at- 
tending it. This was exactly the ſtate of the glebe of Sorn 
till the year 1793, when, upon a repreſentation of the caſe, 
the heritors and preſbytery readily concurred in granting an 
augmentation of 3 acres and 3 roods. In conſequence of 
this augmentation, the glebe, which formerly conſiſted only 
of 5 acres 3 roods and 3+ falls, including the garden and ſite 
of the houſes, now conſiſts of 9 acres 2 roods and 3; falls, 
which, when duly improved, will equal, or perhaps even 
a little exceed, the neceflary expence, 
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Ever fince the year 1757, when a {mall augmentation 
was obtained, the annual ſtipend has conſiſted of 31 bolls 
101 pecks of meal, 16 bolls 44 pecks of bear, and L. 44. 
5s. 74 d. Sterling, including L. 3. 6: 8 for communion- 
elements. A conſiderable part of this ſtipend is paid by 
the pariſhes of Mauchline and Tarbolton ; and the whole is 
paid in a number of trifling articles, a circumſtance which 
unavoidably occafions a good deal of expence and inconve- 
nience to the incumbent, William Tennent, Eſq; of Sorn 
3s patron, | 


© 
School, —E:xclufive of the ſchool in Catrine, the pariſh- 
ſchool is the only regular and ftanding one; but the inhabi- 


tants of the more remote diſtricts occaſionally unite, and 


employ teachers for the inſtruction of their own children. 


The parith ſchoolmaſter has no garden, but he has a ſchool 


and dwelling-houſe, both among the moſt wretched that 
are to be found in any cultivated country, The late Mr 
James Boſwell of Auchinleck, the laſt time he was in this 
country, declared his determination, to do every thing in his 


power, in order to redreſs this parochial grievance as ſoon 


as poſhble ; but his death, which unfortunately happened. 
foon after, prevented his doing any thing in the buſineſs, 
and it has not yet been taken up by any other perſon. The 
fehoolmaſter's ſalary 1 is L. 8:6: 8; and the ſehool-fees are, 
for reading 1 8. 8 d.; reading and writing, 2 8. 6 d.; writing 
and arithmetic, 3 8. per quarter. Latin is not cxught nere. 
The average number of ichotars is from 25 to 30, and the 
ſehool maſter's whole annual income, including his emolu- 
ments as ſeſſion-clerk, amounts to about L. 20. The ſchool 
i by no means in a flouriſhing ſtate, and there is but little 
probability of its ever being fo, till better proviſion! 15 made 
for the maſter. 


Vor ; XX. X Poor. 
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Poor, —In this pariſh, it may truly be affirmed, that the 
poor are maintained chiefly by the poor. What the pro- 
prietors of land contribute for this purpoſe, owing to their 
non-refidence, and other cauſes, is but very inconſiderable. 
The poor are maintained in their own houſes; and, beſide 
occaſional ſupplies, the average number of penſioners upon 
the roll has, for ſeveral years paſt, been about 22 ; who, ac- 
cording to their ſeveral neceſſities, receive from 1 8. to 38. 
or 48. per month. The poor's funds are made up of the 
weekly collections in the church, ſmall fines impoſed on de- 
linquents, mortcloth-money, and the intereſt of L. 110, the 
reſult of ſome ſmall donations, and of the ſavings of former 
Fears. Theſe articles, including one-half of the collections 
from the Chapel of Eaſe in Catrine, (for it has been 
thought proper, in the infancy of that eſtabliſhment, to ap- 
ply the other half to different purpoſes), amount altoge- 
ther to about L. 26 per annum. Theſe funds are under 
the adminiſtration of the kirk-feſſion, ſubjeA to the occa- 
fional review of the heritors. The ſum above mentioned, 
may appear to be a very {lender proviſion, for the poor of 
ſo extenfive and populous a pariſh; but, in a country where 
the mode of living is till, upon the whole, ſimple and fru- 
gal; where fuel is comparatively cheap; where there is ſo 
much health, ſuch abundance of employment, and ſuch high 
wages for all deſcriptions of people, the funds, inconſider- 
able as they are, have hitherto been found tolerably to an- 
ſwer the neceflary demands. 

During the late ſeaſons of dearth and ſcarcity, no extra: 
ordinary exertions were made in favour of the poor, till wit- | 
ter 1795, when the greateſt part of the reſiding heritors, in 
conjunction with the principal farmers and tradeſmen, con- 
tributed a conſiderable ſum, for the purpoſe of ſelling meal 
to the poorer families at a reduced price; and Mr Steven- 


ſon of Dalgain gave a preſent of L. 3, 3 8. to be diſpoſed 
| 2 | of 
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of by the kirk- ſeſſion, Whatever may be the caſe hereaf- 


ter, the village of Catrine, from the variety of employment 
which its manufactures afford, from the friendly ſocieties 
eſtabliſhed in it, and from the circumſtance of many of the 
families not having yet reſided ſo long in it as to conſtitute 


them pariſhioners, has hitherto been but very little burden- 
ſome to the poor's funds, 


Progreſs of . the end of laſt century, 
Mr Mitchel, then proprietor of the eſtate of Dalgain, who 
had taken an active part in promoting the eccleſiaſtical eſta- 
bliſhment of this pariſh, planted an orchard * and a conſi- 
derable number of foreſt-trees, both which plantations ſuc- 
ceeded very well. But the firſt perſon who carried rural 
improvements to any conſiderable extent in this pariſh, was 
the late Counteſs-dowager of Loudon. This lady was daugh- 
ter to John firſt Earl of Stair, and wife to Hugh Earl of 
Loudon. Beſide her perſonal charms, which were very 
conſiderable, ſhe had acquired a large portion of thoſe men- 
tal and liberal accompliſhments, which ſo much adorned the 
brilliant courts of Queen Anne and George I.; and poſſeſ- 
ſed, moreover, in a high degree, that dignity of character 
and deportment, and that vigorous and active ſpirit, by 
which her brother, the celebrated ambaſſador, was ſo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed. After ſhe took up her reſidence at 
Dorn Caſtle, which happened in the year 1727, this ſpirit 
ſoon diſplayed itſelf, in operations at once uſeful and orna- 
mental to the country. At that time the pariſh was in a 
very uncultivated ow, and the whole aſpect of the country 


dreary 


* This orchard, by the fruit of which the tenant uſed to pay the rent of 
a conſiderable farm, has, from age and neglect, gradually gone to decay, and 


15 now almoſt annihilated, Almoſt all the other orchards in the diſtrict of 
Wale have * undergone a ſimilar fate, 
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dreary and uncomfortable. In a foil and climate where 
roads and ſhelter were peculiarly neceſſary, not a fingle 
road or hedge, and very few trees, were to be ſeen, Not 
diſcouraged by theſe unfavourable circumſtances, ſhe deter- 
mined to create a ſcene more congenial to her own taſte, 
and more like the ſcenes to which ſhe had been accuſtomed 
in a better country. Accor dingly, her {kill and activity 
gradually produced an agreeable change. Beſide enlarging 
and improving the garden and orchard, ſhe ſubdivided an 
extenſive farm which ſhe occupied herſelf, encloſed it with 
hedges and hedge- -rows, and interſperſed it-with. belts and 
clumps of planting. Through the whole extent of her 
farm, ſhe likewiſe adorned the banks of the river and of the 
rivulets, with walks and plantations of various kinds of 
trees. Theſe operations ſhe herſelf carefully ſuperintended, 
and many both of the fruit and foreſt-trees were actually 
planted and pruned with her own hands, and ſtill remain 
ſtately and pleaſing monuments of her laudable induſtry. 
"Theſe, her uſeful labours, did not paſs unrewarded, When 
ſhe firſt ſettled in this country, her conſtitution and health 
appeared to be entirely broken; but, in the courſe of her 
rural occupations, theſe were gradually re- eſtabliſhed, inſo- 
much that, during the laſt 50 years of her life, ſhe enjoyed 
an uncommon ſhare of health and cheerfulneſs. After an ill. 
peſs of a few days, ſhe died on the 3d of April 1777, re. 
gretted by her friends and the induſtrious poor, to whom 
ſhe had ſo long been a benefactor. Had the lived till the 
4th of September the ſame year, ſhe would have completed 
the tooth year of her age,—While I walk through the 
ſcenes which her taſte adorned, and under the ſhade of the 
trees which her hands planted, I feel a peculiar pleaſure in 
paying this little tribute of reſpect to her memory, 
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The example of this reſpectable lady, was afterwards fol- 
lowed ſucceſſively, by Mr Steel, Mr Farquhar of Gilmillſ- 
croft, Mr Dunlop of Garnkirk, and others. Theſe improve- 
ments, however, were moſtly confined to the vicinity of the 
river and the central parts of the pariſh, but, in later times, 
they have been extended much farther, and in this exten- 
fion, all the more conſiderable heritors have had their ſhare. 
Some parts of the moorlands, and more than three-fourths of 
the arable lands, are now incloſed, in ſome places with ſtone- 
dikes, but for the moſt part with ditches and hedges. It 
muſt, indeed, be acknowledged, that, owing partly to the 
ſoil and climate, but much more to the want of proper at- 
tention and ſkill, few of the latter are in a thriving condi- 
tion, or ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſe of complete fences. 
A growing conviction of the importance of ſuch fences, be- 
gins at length to excite more of the attention both of the 
proprietors and tenants, in order to procure and preſerve 
them. | 3 

In the preſent times, the moſt diſtinguiſned improver, be- 


yond diſpute, is Claude Alexander, Eſq; of Ballochmyle. 


The greateſt part of his property, indeed, and of courſe the 
principal ſcene of his improvements, lies in the pariſh of 
Mauchline; where, in making roads, building bridges and 
farm-houſes, planting foreſt-trees, incloſing, laying down, 
and ameliorating lands, he has proceeded with a rapidity, 
taſte, and judgment, which have rarely been exceeded by 
a man of equal fortune in any country. In this pariſh, be- 
ſide highly improving his landed property, he has built the 
cotton-mills and village of Catrine, which have infuſed new 
life and activity into this part of the country. Theſe various 
operations, he himſelf ſuperintends with unwearied attention 
and activity. It is no more than juſtice to acknowledge, 
too, that in every kind of public work, in which he has any 
concern, ſuch as the building or repairing of churches, man- 

ſes, 
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ſes, and ſchool-houſes, he has uniformly diſcovered a laud. 
able zeal, to have every thing done in the moſt ſubſtantia], 
handſome, and liberal manner, even in caſes where the prin. 
cipal . of the expence was to fall upon himſelf. 


Condition ad CharaQer of the People. — About 5 years 
ago, poverty prevailed very generally among all claſſes of 
people in this pariſh, and they were not without the faults 
which are uſually found to accompany ſuch a condition. 
Though the rents were by no means overſtretched, yet very 
few of the tenants were able to pay them with punQuality 
and eaſe; and very few of the tradeſmen and labourers were 
in eaſy circumſtances, owing, in part, to the diſſipation of 
too large a proportion of their incomes in alehouſes and 
whiiky ſhops. Since that time, however, both their condi- 
tion and character have been conſiderably altered for the 
better. This agreeable change has been occaſioned, partly 
by the riſe in the price of labour, and of all the produc- 
tions of agriculture, partly by the ſcarcity and high price of 
ſpiritous liquors, and partly by the ſtrong incentives to in- 
duſtry, which the manufactures and ready-money of Ca- 
trine, together with various rural improvements, have af- 
forded. Though there are ftill ſome exceptions, yet they 
may now, upon the whole, be regarded as a peaceable, ſo- 
ber, and induſtrious people, contented with their lot, toler- 
ably regular in their attendance upon public worſhip, and 
attached to the principles of the Britiſh Conſtitution, by 
which they find their lives and properties ſo well ſecured. 
If there are any exceptions in this laſt reſpect, I believe 
very few of them will be found among the farmers of any 
rank. Very few of the native inhabitants, have, at any time, 
inliſted into the army, and though there may have been oc- 
cafional irregularities among them, I have heard of no in- 
ſtance of any of them being puniſhed, or even tried, for a 
capital 
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capital crime. The acceſſion of proſperity which they have 
lately experienced, ſeems to have hitherto proved benefi- 
eial in every view; and if they have not yet attained that 
mediocrity of condition, which is moſt favourable to rurat 
felicity, they are daily and rapidly approaching to it. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages.—From the particulars al- 
ready ſtated, it is manifeſt, that this pariſh poſſeſſes ſeveral 
very capital advantages ; advantages ariſing from the ſalu- 
brity of its climate, the abundance of its peat, coal, lime, 
free-ſtone, and other materials for building; from the num- 
ber of its roads and bridges, and the ready markets which 
the villages afford for its various productions. —On the other 
hand, it is ſubjected to conſiderable diſadvantages, by the 
wetneſs of the climate, the coldneſs and tenacity of the ſoil, 
the lateneſs of the ſeed-time and. harveſt, and eſpecially by 
the non-refidence of the greateſt and wealthieſt part of the 
proprietors. I am likewiſe doubtful, whether I ought not 


to reckon among its diſadvantages, the number of ſmall 


properties, and ſmall farms or pendicles, which are contain- 
ed in it, Certain it is, that, of the ſmall proprietors, ſome 
have lately, in conſequence of negligence and diſſipation, 
been obliged, firſt to mortgage, and then to fell, very ſnug 
poſſeſſions, of from L. 50 to L. 100 a-year; while others, 
though men of ſober and inoffenſive characters, yet diſcover 
no ſpirit of activity or enterpriſe. With very little exer- 
tion, they can make a ſhift to exiſt, as their fathers did be- 
fore them, and they look for nothing further. Their lands, 
accordingly, are, for the moſt part, worſe cultivated than 
thoſe of the tenants, who pay a reaſonable rent; their ha- 
bitations are in ſome inſtances more wretched, and their 
mode of living in every reſpe& more uncomfortable, As 
to the occupiers of ſmall farms or pendicles, they are nei- 
ther entirely farmers nor entirely labourers, and generally 
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in a worſe condition than either. As they are obliged to 
depend for ploughing their land, either upon hiring, or 


joining with ſome of their neighbours, they frequently mils 


the proper ſeafon; and as the produce is uſually conſumed 
by their families, they can ſeldom, without much difficulty, 
afford to pay even a very moderate rent. Thus they ſtruggle 
on from year to year, without either improving their pol. 
ſeſſions, or making any comfortable proviſion for their fa- 
milies. They contribute to the population of the country 


indeed, but, in other reſpeas, they contribute, I fear, but 
little either to its happineſs or improvement. In the pol. 


ſeſſion of land, whether by property or leaſe, it ſhould ſeem, 
that there is a certain medinm which is moſt favourable to 
the induſtry and comfort of the poſſeſſors themſelves, and 
to the general improvement and produce of the country. 
Though it be undoubtedly defirable, that there ſhould be 
both properties and farms of various dimenſions, yet the 
nearer the generality of both approach to this medium, the 


intereſt of the community at large will probably be ſo 


much the better ſecured and promoted. Upon the whole, 
this pariſh, in order to arrive at the higheſt degree of rural 


Improvement of which it is capable, ſeems to.have little 


more to do but to avail itſelf, to the utmoſt, of its natural 
reſources, and to extend and perfect thoſe plans which are 
already begun and conſiderably advanced. 


Antiquities —On the northern, though not the higheſt part 
of Blackſide- end hill, there is a large cairn of ſtones, with- 
out any mixture of earth, which, I think, is rather an un- 
common circumſtance. At the baſe, this cairn is about 259 
feet in circumference, and its height above the ſurface of 
the ground 10 feet. The ſtones, which, as far as appears, 
are not large, have, with no ſmall labour, been collected 
from the hill, and from the bottom of pretty deep chalms 
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made by the rivulets which pour down its ſides. Such of 


the ſtones as are expoſed to the weather, being over-cruſted 
with grey moſs, remind me of the grey ſtones ſo frequently 
mentioned in the admirable poems of Oſſian. At what 


time, by whom, and for what purpoſe, this maſs of ſtones 
was formed, it is now perhaps impoſſible to diſcover. It is 


not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, however, that under it lies the 
duſt of ſome mighty hero of ancieat times, "_ and ex- 
tenfively renowned in his day. | 
The only other article worthy of notice, under this head, 

is the Caſtle of Sorn. By whom, or at what preciſe time, 
this caſtle was built, I have not been able to aſcertain ; but 
it was moſt probably ſome time in the courſe of the 14th 
century, if not at an earlier period. The proprietors of 
this caſtle, and their deſcendants, were once among the moſt 


illuſtrious families in the kingdom, as appears from the fol- 
lowing ſhort account, which has been obligingly communi- 


cated to me by a right honourable Lady in the neighbour- 
hood, not more diltinguithed by her rank, than by her cha- 
racter, talents, and general information. 

About the year 1486, the lands of Sorn, with ſeveral 
others in the diſtrict of Kyle, were acquired by Andrew 
Hamilton, third ſon of Sir David Hamilton of Cadzow, an- 
ceſtor to the Duke of Hamilton. This Andrew Hamilton 
married Agnes, a daughter of Sir Hugh Campbell of Lou- 
don, Sheriff of Ayr, and by her had a ſon, Sir Robert Ha- 
milton of Sorn and Sanquhar. Sir Robert married a daugh- 
ter of Sir William Crawfurd of Lochnorris; and Sir Wil- 
liam Hamilton of Sorn and Sanquhar, a fon of- this marri- 
age, was one of the Senators of the College of Juſtice, and 
Lord Treaſurer to King James V. This Lord Treaſurer 
married a daughter. of the family of Caſſillis, by whom he 
had an heireſs, Iſobel Hamilton, who married George Lord 
Seton, and by him was mother to Robert firſt Earl of Win- 
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ton, to Alexander firſt Earl of Determine, and Margate: 
the wife of Claud Hamilton, Lord Paiſley, anceſtor to-the 
Earl of Abercorn. The lands and Caſtle of Sorn were fold 
by the ſucceeding Earl of Winton to the family of Loudon, 
and after remaining in this family upwards of 250 years, 
they were ſold to William Tennent, Eſq; of Poole, in 
1782.“ 
There is a tradition well authenticated, that King James 
V. honoured his Treaſurer Sir William Hamilton with a 
viſit at Sorn Caſtle, on occaſion of the marriage of his 
daughter to Lord Seton. The chair on which his Majeſty 
fat on that occafion was always carefully preſerved at the 
caſtle till the ſale of the eſtate, when it was transferred to 
Loudon Caſtle, where it is ſtill kept as a relick of ancient 
times. It is a large chair of oak, curiouſly carved; and the 
arms of Sir William Hamilton are on the back of it in large 
figures “. 
Mr Tennent, beſide repairing the old Caſtle of Sorn in the 
; completeſt manner, has lately built a large addition to it 
nearly upon the ſame plan. Among other apartments, it 
contains a very magnificent drawing- -room, with a hand- 
{ome 


*The King's viſit at Sorn Caſtle took place in winter; and being hear. 
tily tired of his journey, through ſo long a track of moor, moſs, and miry 
clay, where there was neither road nor bridge, he is reported to have ſaid, 
with that good humoured pleaſantry which was a characteriſtic of ſo many 
of his family, that, were he to play the Deil a trick, he would ſend lim 
from Glaſgow to Sorn in the middle of winter.“ The trick now.a- days 
would not prove a very ſerious one; for. Satan, old as he is, might travel 
very comfortably one-half of the way in a mail- coach, and the other half in 
a poſt-chaiſe, Neither would be be forced, like King James, for want of 
better accommodation, to fit down, about mid-way, by the fide of a well, 
(hence called King's Well), and there take a cold refreſhment, in a cold 
day. At that very ſame place he might now find a tolerable inn and a 
warm dinner, | 
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ſome ſtair-caſe. Thus repaired and augmented, it now 
forms at once a ſpacious, commodious, and moſt comfort- 
able manſion. This gentleman has very lately ſold both 


the caſtle and the eſtate ; but as, from ſome peculiar circum- 


ſtances, it is ſtill uncertain who is to be the future proprie- 
tor, it was not deemed neceſſary to take any further notice 
of this change. | 


Eminent Per ſons. —If we except the perſonages already 
mentioned, I cannot learn that this pariſh ever gave birth 
to any perſon eminently diſtinguiſhed in any walk of life. 
This circumſtance has not ariſen from any deficiency in the 
natural talents of its inhabitants, (for in this reſpe& they 
are by no means inferior to their neighbours), but entirely 
from the want of proper means and opportunities of impro- 
ving them. Placed in a ſequeſtered, and, till very lately, 
a poor and uncultivated country; occupied wholly by the 
concerns of rural life, and far removed from the ſeats of 
learning and the ſcenes of public action, it was but barely 
poſſible that any of them ſhould emerge from their native 
obſcurity, and make a ſhining figure in the world. 


Chill penury repreſs'd their noble rage, 
And froze the genial current of the ſoul.” 


It may he proper, however, to mention, that Dr Mat- 
thew Stewart, late Profeſſor of Mathematics in the Univer- 


_ tity of Edinburgh, ſo well known over all Europe for his 


original genius and high attainments in geometrical ſcience, 
though not a native, was an heritor, and lived many years 
in this pariſh.—The ſtatiſtical writer, too, of ſome future 
period, will, I doubt not, record, that one of the brighteſt 
ornaments of the ſame univerſity, and, at the ſame time, one 
of the moſt amiable men of the preſent age, if not born in 
this pariſh, yet paſſed a great part of his early life in it, and 
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laid the foundation of thoſe ſpeculations, by which he is now 


enlightening and- charming the minds of fo many of our 


Britiſh youth. 

It will naturally be expected, that, on this occaſion, I 
ſhould take ſome notice of Mr Alexander Peden, a clergy- 
man of the laſt century, who was a native of this pariſh, 
where ſome of his collateral deſcendants ſtill remain. He 
was deſtined to live in the [perilous and miſerable times 
which intervened between the Reſtoration and the Revolu- 
tion; (times in which the rights of conſcience were too 
little underſtood and regarded by either party); and he had 
an ample ſhare in the ſufferings in which the Preſbyterians 
of Scotland were then involved, by the cruel and miſguided 


policy of the unfortunate houſe of Stewart 4. In the year 


1663, he was ſettled as miniſter of the church and pariſh of 
New Glenluce in Galloway, and after remaining about 
three years in this ſtation, he was forced, by the violence of 
perſecution, to abandon it. He ſkulked about from 1666 
till 1673, when he was apprehended, and confined a priſon- 
er, ſometimes in Edinburgh, and ſometimes on the Baſs, 
till December 1678, when he, together with ſeveral other 
perſons, were condemned to be tranſported to Virginia, 
and with that view were actually conveyed by ſea to Lon- 
don. Soon after their arrival there, however, they were 
ſet at liberty, probably in conſequence of the interpoſition 

ot 


* The profeſſad object of this policy was to eſtabliſh an uniformity of 
opinion and practice in matters of religion; an object which it is utterly 
impoſſible ever to attain; and which, if really attained upon any ether 
ground than that of abſolute perfection in knowledge, would prove a curle 
to mankind inſtead of a bleſſing, Indeed, the conduct of men muſt invari- 
ably prove abſurd and pernicious, where it aims at ends which thwart the 
eſtabliſhed laws of providence. Their true wiſdom muſt ever coolift in un. 


derſtanding thoſe laws, and waking them the rules of their expegkatien . 
p! their conduct. 
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of ſome powerful friends. But though thus ſaved from 
tranſportation to a foreign land, Mx Peden was by no means 
permitted. to live in peace at home. He was ſtill an object 
of vengeance, and hunted about from place to place. He 
ſound a retreat ſometimes in Ireland and ſometimes in 
Scotland, till at length, in January 1686, death put a pe- 
riod to his ſufferings and his dangers, in the Goth year of his 
age. | | | 
But the ſpirit of perſecution, whether Catholic or Prote- 
ſtant, whether Epiſcopalian or Preſbyterian, is ſeldom fatis- 
fied with the death of the object which it purſues. It wiſhes 
alſo to deſtroy the ſoul in hell; but, ſecretly conſcious of its 
inability to gratify ſuch wiſhes, it endeavours to fatiate its 
implacable fury by outrages on the body. This actually 
happened in the caſe now under conſideration. The body 
of Mr Peden, after being buried about fix weeks in the 
church-aiſle belonging to the family of Auchinleck, was 
raiſed from its grave, and, as a mark, of ignominy, carried 
to the village of Old Cumnock, and there interred at the 
foot of the gallows. His fincere and fervent piety, his zeal, 
conſtancy, and ſufferings, in what was generally deemed the 
cauſe of truth and liberty ; theſe virtues, joined to a good 
deal of ſagacity in forming probable conjeQures reſpeCting 
the future, and to ſomething ſententious and oracular in his 
manner and converſation, all conſpired to gain him the re- 
putation of a prophet among the common people of this 
country, both in his own and ſucceeding times; a diſtine- 
tion which he enjoyed in common with ſeveral others of his 
contemporaries and aſſociates. That the gracious Ruler of 
the world may, on ſome particular occaſions, impart to 
thoſe who are ſuffering ſeverely in a good cauſe, previous 
intimations of future events, in which their own fate or 
that of their oppreſſors is deeply concerned, it would, I 
think, be raſh and unwarrantable poſitively to deny, In 
general, 
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laid the foundation of thoſe ſpeculations, by which he is now 
enlightening and- charming the minds of ſo many of our 
Britiſh youth. 

It will naturally be expected, that, on this occaſion, I 
ſhould take ſome notice of Mr Alexander Peden, a clergy- 
man of the laſt century, who was a native of this pariſh, 
where ſome of his collateral deſcendants till remain. He 
was deſtined to live in the perilous and miſerable times 
which intervened between the Reſtoration and the Revolu- 
tion; (times in which the rights of conſcience were too 
little underſtood and regarded by either party); and he had 
an ample ſhare in the ſufferings in which the Preſbyterians 
of Scotland were then involved, by the cruel and miſguided 
policy of the unfortunate houſe of Stewart *. In the year 
1663, he was ſettled as minifter of the church and pariſh of 
New Glenluce in Galloway, and after remaining about 
three years in this ſtation, he was forced, by the violence of 
-perſecution, te abandon it. He ſkulked about from 1666 
till 1673, when he was apprehended, and confined a priſon- 
er, ſometimes in Edinburgh, and ſometimes on the Bak, 
till December 1678, when he, together with ſeveral other 
perſons, were condemned to be tranſported to Virginia, 
and with that view were aQually conveyed by ſea to Lon- 
don. Soon after their arrival there, however, they were 
ſet at liberty, probably in conſequence of the interpoſition 
| | on 


*The profefled object of this policy was to eſtabliſh an uniformity of 
opinion and practice in matters of religion; an object which it is utterly 
impoſſible ever to attain; and which, if really attained upon any ether 
ground than that of abſolute perfection in knowledge, would prove a curſe 
to mankind inſtead of a bleſſing, Indeed, the conduct of men mult invari- 
ably prove abſurd and pernicious, where it aims at ends which thwart the 
eſtabliſhed laws of providence. Their true wiſdom muſt ever conofift in un. 


derſtanding thoſe laws, and making them the rules of their e xpectatic no ung 
pr their conduct. 
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of ſome powerful friends. But though thus ſaved from 
tranſportation to a foreign land, Mr Peden was by no means 
permitted.to live in peace at home. He was ſtill an object 
of vengeance, and hunted about from place to place. He 
ſound a retreat ſometimes in Ireland and ſometimes in 
Scotland, till at length, in January 1686, death put a pe- 
riod to his ſufferings and his dangers, in the Goth year of his 
age. 

But the ſpirit of perſecution, whether Catholic or Prote- 
ſtant, whether Epiſcopalian or Preſbyterian, is ſeldom ſatis- 
fied with the death of the obje& which it purſues. It wiſhes 
alſo to deſtroy the ſoul in hell; but, ſecretly conſcious of its 
inability to gratify ſuch wiſhes, it endeavours to ſatiate its 
implacable fury by outrages on the body. This actually 
happened in the cafe now under conſideration. The body 
of Mr Peden, after being buried about fix weeks in the 


church-aiſle belonging to the family of Auchinleck, was 


raiſed from its grave, and, as a mark of ignominy, carried 
to the village of Old Cumnock, and there interred at the 
foot of the gallows. His fincere and fervent piety, his zeal, 
conſtancy, and ſufferings, in what was generally deemed the 
cauſe of truth and liberty; theſe virtues, joined to a good 
deal of ſagacity in forming probable conjeQures reſpecting 
the future, and to ſomething ſententious and oracular in his 
manner and converſation, all conſpired to gain him the re- 


putation of a prophet among the common people of this 


country, both in his own and ſucceeding times; a diftinc- 
tion which he enjoyed in common with ſeveral others of his 
contemporaries and aſſociates. That the gracious Ruler of 
the world may, on ſome particular occaſions, impart to 
thoſe who are ſuffering ſeverely in a good cauſe, previous 


intimations of future events, in which their own fate or 


that of their oppreſſors is deeply concerned, it would, I 
think, be raſh and unwarrantable poſitively to deny, In 
| general, 
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general, however, the gifts of prophecy and of diſcerning 
ſpirits, which were fo fondly aſcribed to Mr Peden and 
ſome of his fellow-ſufferers, will not eaſily be admitted by 
thinking men in the preſent age; eſpecially when it is re. 
collected, that theſe gifts were ſometimes exerciſed in detec- 


ting and expoſing witches. But whatever errors and im. 


perfections a more enlightened and peaceable age may diſ- 
cover in the principles and conduct of this good man, and 
in thoſe who acted and ſuffered with him, they will always 
be entitled to the eſteem and gratitude of their countrymen, 
not only on account of the high virtues which they poſſeſ- 
ſed, but alſo on account of the ſhare which they had in pre- 
paring the way for the eſtabliſhment of our civil liberties 
by the Revolution, and in maintaining, at the expence of a 
thouſand hardſhips and perils, our Eccigſiaſtical conflitution ; 
a conſtitution which, though like that of moſt other Chri- 
{tian ſocieties, built perhaps upon too narrow a foundation, 
has, nevertheleſs, at a very ſmall expence, been in ſeveral 
reſpects eminently ſerviceable to the country. 

Though, therefore, this conſtitution be not without its 
enemies, and though even the rock of poverty, on which it 
was ſaid, by a celebrated ſtateſman, to be founded, be not 
abſolutely impregnable, yet it is to be hoped, that when its 
baſis is extended a little, it may ſtill ſtand immoveable for 
ages, and prove a rock of defence' to ſolid learning, ſound 
morals, ſacred truth, and rational liberty, both civil and re- 
kigious. , | 
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* 
ACCOUNT OF THE 


VILLAGE OF CATRINE. 


By the Rev. Mr RoBERT STEVEN Miniſter. 


Village of Catrine. 


1 village of Catrine takes its name from the lands 
both on the north and ſouth ſide of the river of Ayr. 

It is ſituated on the north ſide of the river, and on the we- 
ſtern extremity of the pariſh of Sorn. Its ſituation is ro- 
mantic and delightful, The banks on both ſides being well 
wooded, defend it from almoſt every wind that blows. Few 
places in the ſame latitude, and fo far inland, (being 14 
miles from the ſeaport-town of Ayr), can boaſt of a warmer 
climate. It is generally a fortnight earlier than any other 
part of the pariſh. The accefs to it is from the north and 
ſouth. But as there is only a wooden bridge over the ri- 
ver, for the accommodation of foot-travellers, in time of 
floods it is inacceſſible by horſes or carriages from that 
quarter,—The village is of an oblong form; in the middle 
of which there is a ſquare of 300 feet, with ſtreets leading 
| from 
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from it on the eaſt, ſouth, and weſt; and from which there 
are ſeveral croſs ſtreets, at right angles a. 


Manufa&ures —Catrine is entirely a new creation, and 
owes its exiſtence to the flouriſhing ſtate of the cotton ma- 
nufaQture in Great Britain. In the year 1787, Mr Alex- 
ander of Ballochmyle, the proprietor of the village, in part- 
nerſhip with the patriotic Mr Dale of Glaſgow, built a cot- 
ton twiſt-mill in the centre of the above ſquare, with a fall 
of water, from the dam-head to where it returns again to 
the river, of 46 feet. A jeanie factory and a corn-mill are 
drove by the ſame fall. It is likewiſe propoſed to erect a 
waulk or fulling mill on this ſtream of water. The twiſt- 
mill conſiſts of 5 ſquare ſtories, beſides garrets; and contains 
5240 ſpindles, which are all going at preſent (December 
1796). Three hundred and one perſons, old and young, 
are juſt now employed, in carding, roving, and in ſpinning, 
with an overſeer and two clerks : Clock-makers, ſmiths, 
mill-wrights, and other mechanics, amount to 15 more. 
The women, who pick cotton in their own houſes, are at 
preſent 226. In all, belonging to the twiſt-mill, by laſt re- 
turn, 445. Of theſe, 118 are under 12 years of age; 128 
are between 12 and 29; and 200 are above 20 years of age. 
The total amount of wages paid from October 30. 1795, 
to October 28. 1796, is L. 3193 Sterling; and, as far as car 
be aſcertained, the average quantity of cotton ſpun weekly 
is 2660 libs. In the year 1790, the ſame company built : 
jeanie factory, which contains 76 jeanies. The carding, 


roving, &c. are performed by the tail-water of the twitt-. 


mill. Here 200 perſons, including an overſeer, two clerks, 
| and' 


* The proprietor binds alt thoſe who fen in the principal ſtreet, (which 


is 66 feet wide, with the tail-water of the twiſt-mill, running through the- 


centze of it), to build their houſes two ſtories high, and to ſlate them. 
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and mechanics, find conſtant employment, beſides 55 wo- 
men who pick cotton in their own houſes. Forty-three are 
under 12 years of age; 72 from 12 to 20; the reſt are above 
20 years of age. The wages per week are about L. 80 Sterling. 
Children are not admitted into the work under g years 
old; and they all lodge with their parents or friends. It is 
but juſtice to add, that both old and young enjoy uniform- 
ly good health. The different apartments are kept as clean 
and free of duſt as poſſible; and ſtated hours are allowed for 
amuſement and exerciſe. The writer of this Report can 
ſafely declare, that during his reſidence here, (ſince 1791), 
he has met with fewer diſeaſes of any kind than might rea- 
ſonably have been expected among the ſame number of 
people, engaged in any other employment. | 
One cauſe of health, among the people in theſe cotton- 
works, may be aſcribed to a plan of farming, on a ſmall 
ſcale, which Mr Alexander has judiciouſly introduced. He 
makes the overſeer of his farm ſet off annually from 15 to 
25 acres of ground, according to the quantity of dung the 
villagers may have ſaved in the courſe of the year. The 
dung or aſhes is led out at his expence; and he ploughs and 
harrows the ground with his own horſes. On the land thus 
thoroughly prepared, they plant a ſufficient quantity of po- 
tatoes for their winter's proviſion. They pay him from 
4d. to 6d. per fall, according to the quality of the ground. 
The dreſſing of theſe potatoes is the employment of both 
old and young on the ſummer evenings, after they are diſ- 
miſſed from the mills. The exerciſe, and ſmell of the new 
turned-up earth, muſt undoubtedly be beneficial to their 
health; and their emulation to have the beſt and cleaneſt 
crop renders them all very induſtrious. It is an extreme- 
ly pleaſant fight, on a fine ſummer's evening, to ſee ſuch a 
number of people ſo uſefully employed. The proprietor of 
the lands, too, finds his advantage in it. 
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The change which a few years have produced in the ap. 
pearance of the ground, in the vicinity of this manufacturing 
village, is truly aſtoniſhing, Some years ago, Mr Alexan- 
der made a number of ſmall incloſures, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the village, for the accommodation of 


- thoſe inhabitants who wiſhed to keep milch cows. He dref. 
fed them with potatoes on the above plan; and, after ta- 
king a crop of beer or barley, with the ſucceeding hay-crop, 
he let them out by the year in graſs, at L. x, 13s. per acre, 


The ſame land did not yield him formerly 10 s. per acre, 
on a 19 years leaſe. Within theſe few weeks, he has ſown 
down a field, of about 13 or 14 acres, with wheat, which 
produced a crop of potatoes laſt ſummer, dreſſed by the vil- 
lagers. 


Mr Alexander retains a farm of ſome hundred acres in his 


own hands; ; but as it, and the moſt of his landed property, 
lie in the neighbouring pariſh of Mauchline, a deſcription of 
his ſpirited improvements, as a farmer, does not fall to my 
province. 

Weaving is only in its infancy here; however, a N 
Jooms are erected, but they are ſeldom all occupied at the 
fame time. At preſent 91 are at work, and are chiefly 
employed by the cotton manufacturers in Glaſgow and 
Paiſley. The yarn ſpun here is ſent to 2 weekly by 
che Company's carrier. 

A brewery was built in the year 1793, by the proprie- 
tor of the village, and let to a very reſpectable gentleman in 
Kilmarnock, with a view to introduce malt-liquor in place 
of whiſky, which has ſo baneful an effe& on the morals of 
the people. It gives me pleaſure to add, that this benevo- 
jent ſcheme has, in a great degree, anſwered its purpoſe 3 


for nearly 520 bolls of malt are brewed annually. The 


brewery is not completed ; for only a part of the original 
plan 
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plan was at firſt executed, from the uncertainty of its ſuc- 
ceſs. | | 


Population. — Catrine contains in all 1350 ſouls—650 
males, and 700 females. Thirty-ſeven of theſe are Anti- 
burgher, and 278 are Burgher Seceders, who attend divine 
ſervice in their reſpective churches, at Auchinleck and 
Cumnock. The number of births cannot be accurately aſ- 
certained ; for the Seceders here, as in moſt other places 
through Scotland, do not regiſter their childrens names in 
the ſeſſion-records. However, at an average, for the 4 pre- 
ceding years, 40 children belonging to the Eſtabliſhed 
Church have been annually baptized. No account can be 
given of the deaths; for although it is part of the original 
plan of the village, as yet there 1s no churchyard here, and 
the inhabitants bury in all the neighbouring pariſhes. Ten 
couple are married annually. To account for the diſpro— 


portion between the births and marriages, give me leave to 
add, that the great body of the inhabitants were married be- 


fore they came to reſide in this place; and many of the 
young people, of both ſexes, marry in other pariſhes. 

In the year 1793, the inhabitants conſiſted of 1601 ſouls; 
of courſe, the Company have, at preſent, a great many emp- 
ty houſes; for which, if they could find tenants, they and 
their families would be fully employed. Excluſive of thoſe 
engaged 1n the cotton manufacture, there are the following 
mechanics, viz. 3 blackſmiths ; 6 houſe-carpenters; 7 ma- 
ſons; 7 tailors; 6 ſlioemakers; 1 dyer; 1 flaxdreſſer; 1 ba- 
ker; 2 butchers; 91 weavers, including apprentices ; 2 ſaw- 
ers; 1 corn- miller; 3 brewers, including the clerk ; 15 day- 
labourers ; 7 ſhopkeepers ; and 7 or 8 alehouſes. 

The prices of proviſions, wages, &c. are nearly the ſame 
as in the country part of the pariſh, | 


Few 
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Few examples of ſo rapid an increaſe of population are 
to be found; for in the year 178), two or three thatched 
hoyſes occupied the place where this thriving village now 
ſtands. 


Character of the People. In ſuch a multitude, collected 
from different parts of the kingdom, we may reaſonably 
expect to find ſome of very exceptionable morals. To pre- 
vent, however, the worthleſs, as much as poſſible, from ob- 
taining an eſtabliſhment, certificates are required from the 
reſpective pariſhes in which they laſt reſided. The per- 
ſon: who work in the twiſt-mill and jeanie factory, are o- 
bliged to pay unwearied attention to their different depart- 
ments; which, perhaps, has no ſmall influence in counter- 
acting the bad habits they may have acquired in an idler 
ſcene of life. Their ſobriety is at leaſt equal, if not ſupe- 
rior, to their neighbours in the different villages. It may 
not, however, be 1mproper to remark, that this regularity 
is chiefly owing to the indefatigable attention of Mr Alex- 
ander. He endeavours to learn the real character and cir- 
cumſtances of each individual; and whilſt he gives every 
encouragement to the ſober and induſtrious, he diſmiſſes the 
riotous and idle, as unworthy to eat the Company's bread. 
Permit me to add, that ſuperior penetration and prudence 
mark all the operations of this ſpirited and truly patrionuc 
gentleman, 


Church and Sc ho. From this increaſe of population, 


the parith church could not nearly accommodate the inha- 
bitants; therefore, in the year 1792, a ſubſcription for 
building a Chapel of Eaſe here was ſet on foot. Its promi— 
ſing appearance at firſt, induced Mr Alexander to feu out 
ground for the ſite of the chapel; and he himſelf ſubſcribed 
for the maſonry of it, The building was accordingly be- 

gun 
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gun in the ſpring of that year, and finiſhed in the ſpring fol- 
lowing. The houſe meaſures 80 feet long, by 524 wide 
over the walls. It has alſo a large projection in front, for 
2 ſtairs to the galleries, and for the ſteeple, when they ſhall 
be erected. Many of the ſubſcribers failed to pay the amount 
of their ſubſcriptions. There was not more than L. 80 Ster- 
ling of the whole collected. Mr Alexander, therefore, ad- 
vanced above L. 750 Sterling on the ſecurity of the ſeat- 
rents, but has not, as yet, received a ſingle farthing of either 
principal or intereſt. Had feuing gone on as briſkly as it 
did previous to the year 1793, it is preſumed this gentleman 
wou'd have been reimburſed in a few years for this great 
outlay ; but the ſcarcity of hands, all over the country, has 
put an entire ſtop to feuing. Indeed, the population of the 
village has decreaſed conſiderably ſince that period, as men- 
tioned in another part of this Report. The ſeats erected in 
the area of the chapel, have never yet been completely fil- 
led. When the galleries are put up, the chapel will con- 
tain above 1500 ſitters. It is beautifully ſituated on riſing 
ground, which commands a view of the whole village and 
the ſurrounding banks. It is eſteemed a great ornament to 
the place. = 

The author of this Report, was ordained, by the Preſpy- 
tery of Ayr, to ſerve the cure, on the 12th of September 
1792. The living is only L. 60 annually, without manſe 
or glebe; a ſum perfectly inadequate to the neceſſary ex- 
pences of a clergyman, The ſlender funds of this infant 
eſtabliſhment, cannot admit of an augmentation of ſtipend. 
If properly repreſented, the Company would probably al- 
low at leaſt a free houſe. | 
The Company pay a very laudable attention to the mo- 
rals and education of youth. They have built a large ſchool- 
room, and appointed a ſchoolmaſter, with an annual ſalary 
of L. 15 Sterling, and a free houſe, equal to L. 3, 5 s. more . 
for 
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for which he teaches the children employed in the work 
from 7 to 9 o'clock in the evening. The emoluments of 


his day-ſchool will amount to L. 15 annually. He is allow. 


ed an aſſiſtant for the evening-ſchool, who receives from the 
Company L. 5 yearly. The aſſiſtant is employed in the 
twiſt-mill, during the day, as under-clerk. The teachers 
meet the children in ſchool on Sabbath mornings, catechiſe 
them, and conduct them to church; and the Company pay 
for their ſeats. 15 


Diſeaſes.—No diſeaſe is peculiar to the place. A few 
die of conſumptions and fevers. It gives me pleaſure to 
add, that inocculation for the ſmall-pox almoſt univerſally 
prevails. | 


Antiquities — According to tradition a Popiſh chapel 
once ſtood a little to the eaſt of the village. It was proba- 


bly dedicated to St Cuthbert; for the ſurrounding field, (in 


the form of an amphitheatre), is called St Cuthbert's Holm. 


At the upper end of this field, part of a ſtreet is built, for 


the accommodation of the manufacturers. The ſuppo- 
ſed ſite of the chapel and churchyard has, for years paſt, 
been under tillage. In removing a large cairn of ſtones, at 
a ſmall diſtance from the place, 7 or 8 large urns were 


found, full of human duſt and bones: they fell to pieces on 


being expoſed to the open air. They were formed in the 
rudeſt manner, and had evidently been dried in the ſun. 
Tradition ſays, the plague was buried there. The proba- 
bility, however, is, that St Cuthbert's Holm was once the 
ſcene of a very bloody battle, perhaps before the introduc- 
tion of Chriſtianity into Scotland; for the bones found in 


the urns, and every where in the cairn, had evidently been 


burned. 


Minerals. 
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Minerals. In this holm there is alſo an inexhauſtible bed 
of free-ſtone, It is eaſily wrought, and is of a durable qua- 
lity. As lime is at a ſmall diſtance, building is perhaps as 
cheap here as in moſt places in the Kingdom. Several coal- 
pits are wrought, at the diſtance of 2 or 3 miles. Indeed, 


the village moſt probably ſtands on coal. 


Means of Improvement. A ſtone-bridge over the river 
of Ayr, to open the communication to the ſouth, would not 
only be of great utility to the place, but to the public at 
large. It would alſo be much for the advantage of Catrine 
if it were erected into a burgh of barony, when there would 
be a bailie or magiſtrate on the ſpot, to decide petty cauſes. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations. —There is no market-day 
here, The farmers around ſell the produce of their lands 
to the ſhopkeepers, who ſupply the inhabitants by retail. 
They, inſtead of being obliged, as formerly, to carry the 
produce of their farms to Kilmarnock or Ayr, at the di- 
ſtance of 12 or 14 miles, find a ready, and an equally ad- 


vantageous, market for it at their own doors. 


This is not 


only an immenſe ſaving of time, but alſo of the neceſſary 


expence of carriage. Butter-milk, and whey, which were, 


before the commencement of the cotton trade here, of little 
uſe, now bring ready money to the farmer. In this view, 
manufactures muſt prove highly beneficial to the public, and 
to the huſbandman in particular. Urged by the ſtrongeſt of 
all motives, gain, he will highly improve thoſe fields which . 
formerly lay neglected and barren. The lower claſſes of 
people and their families, who, a few years ago, were idle, 
for want of employment, now find abundance of work, 
with good wages; of courſe, they are well lodged, and fed 
and clothed in a comfortable manner. In ſhort, theſe cot- 


ton-woks 
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ton-works have inſpired the whole country with induſtry 
and exertion for ſeveral miles around. 

Although we have two butchers, little butcher-meat is 
killed in the place : at certain ſeaſons, we are ſupplied from 
Ayr and Kilmarnock. A butcher of knowledge, and a 
little ready money, would find this an advantageous fitua- 
tion for his profeſſion, A mail-gardener is much wanted: 
greens and roots are brought on Saturdays from Kilmar. 
nock, at the diſtance of 12 miles. There are ſeveral very 
proper places for a garden of this kind, in the vicinity of 
the village, and which Mr Alexander, for the good of the 
place, would let on reaſonable terms to a man of character. 
There are 30 feuers in the village. From the commence- 
ment of the cotton manufacture here, to the year 198g, the 
rate of feuing was 4 d. per fall, for a houſe and yard; from 
that period to this, it has been 6 d. per fall. The feu is 
perpetual,—A room 16 feet by 14 lets at L. 1, 10 8.; or, 
when finiſhed in a ſuperior ſtile, L. 2 annually. The great 
road from Dumfries to Glaſgow, by Sanquhar, Old Cum- 
nock, Mauchline, &c. paſſes the village, in leſs than a quar- 
ter of a mile. Mauchline 1s the neareſt poſt-town, and di- 
ſtant 3 miles.—Perſons accidentally hurt in the Company's 
ſervice are allowed medical aſſiſtance, and their full wages, 
till they recover. 

On account of the importance of this new eſtabliſhment, 


and the attention paid to the health and comfort of its in- 


habitants, it was thought proper to lay before the reader, 
the annexed engraving of it, with the following explanation 
of the particulars therein contained. 
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' EXPLANATION. 


A, The twiſt-mill, in the centre of a ſquare of 300 feet. 4 
The great wheel has a fall of 29+ feet. | 

B to B, The jeanie factory; the carding and roving in 
which is performed by the water after it comes 
from the twilt-mill ; the lade from which is all 
arched. | 

C, The church. 

DD, Is an aqueduct. bridge, which conveys the water from 
the hill to the top of the twiſt-mill wheel. 

E, Is the corn-mill, and is alſo worked by the tail- water 
of the twiſt-mill. 

F, Is a ſituation feued for a wauk or fulling mill. 

From G to D x, Is the water brought from the dam to 
the aqueduct- bridge. 

H to H, Is the tail-water from the twiſt-mill; it is arched 
until it paſſes through the ſquare, and then runs 
through the centre bf the principal ſtreet, with 
bridges over it oppoſite to the three croſs ſtreets. 

1, Is a propoſed bridge over the river Ayr, to communi- 


. 
3 
. 


| 
% cate with the Dumfries road. 
>» © 

b L, A brewery. 


M, A fine free- ſtone quarry. 


N. B. The proprietor of the village of Catrine does not 
ſeu to the river ſide, but has reſerved the ground along the 
river for a walk, 12 or 15 feet broad, for the health of the 
inhabitants, and which he is now facing with a ſtone and 
me wall. 


Vol. XX, A2 NU M- 


Statiſtical Account 


NUMBER VIII. 


PARISH OF KIRKOWEN. 


. 


(County or GALLOwar, SYNOD OF Grascow AND Ars, 
: PRESBYTERY OF WICTON.) 


By the Rev. Joun Dicksox, Miniſter. 


| Ko.] ͤd is evidently ſo called from ſome perſon of 


the name of Owen, to whom probably the church was 
originally dedicated. 


Situation and Extent, —The pariſh is ſituated in the coun. 
ty of Galloway, and preſbytery of Wigton. It is ſome- 


what of a triangular figure, and of very conſiderable extent. 
Its length, from_ north-weſt to ſouth-eaft, is about 15 
miles. Its greateſt breadth is between 6 and 7 miles; 


and its ſmalleſt breadth is not much above 1. On the north 


and eaſt, it is bounded by the pariſh of Penningham; on 
the ſouth and eaſt, by the pariſh of Kirkinner ; on the ſouth 
and weſt, by the pariſhes of Mochrum, Old and New Luce; 


and 


% 
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ſome- 
xtent. 
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and on the north and weſt, ” that — of Ayrſhire 
ealled Carrick. 


Rivers. The river Bladenoch runs along the north-eaſt 
fide of this pariſh, and forms a natural boundary between it 
and the pariſh of Penningham. This river riſes from a 
lake called Loch Macbeary, fituated moſtly between the 
two pariſhes of Kirkowen and Penningham ; but a ſmall 
part of it extends beyond the Galloway march, into Car- 
rick, There are ſeveral ſmall iſlands in it, upon the lar- 


geſt of which are the remains of a confiderable building, 
and ſmall garden; but, at preſent, theſe iſlands are famous 


only as the habitation of ſome eagles, which have choſen 
them as a place of ſafety. The river, which has its ſource 
in this lake, runs in a ſouth-eaſt direction for about two- 
thirds of its length, after which it takes a more eaſterly 
courſe, and empties itſelf into the Bay of Wigton. Its 
whole length, abſtracting from the windings of the river, is 
about 24 miles. Tarf is another. river, on the ſouth-weſt 
fide of the pariſh, which riſes from a bog in Carrick, which, 
after a courſe of about 12 miles, croſſes the pariſh to the 


eaſtward, and joins Bladenoch, A little to the ſouth-eaſt of | 


this church. 


Roads. — The military road from Carliſle to Port-Patrick 
croſſes the pariſh, about 2 miles to the northward of the pa- 
riſh church. Beſides this, ſeveral roads have been made 
ſince an act of Parliament was paſſed for converting the ſta- 
tute-labour of the county into money. This act has alrea- 
dy produced very good effects, and, in time, will turn out 


ſtill more beneficial. 


Soil.—The ſurface of this diftri& is various, conſiſting of 
nn interſperſed with plots of arable; but the greateſt 


part 
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part is moor. The ſoil of the arable land, in the north. 
welt end of the pariſh, is cold and thin, and produces little 
other kind of grain than black oats. The arable land, in the 
ſouth-eaſt end of the pariſh, is of a better quality, and bears 
a greater proportion to the paſture land than in the other 
end. In general, it is a light, dry, ſtoney ſoil, which, after 
lime or dung, yields excellent crops of oats or barley. Lime 
has been but very lately introduced here as a manure ; but 
fince the improvement of our roads, very conſiderable quan- 


tities of it have been uſed in this way. It is brought to us, 


in the ſtate of ſhells, from Whitehaven, and drawn to the 
land moſtly in fingle-horſe carts, Some of the farmers have 


to carry it to the diſtance of 10 or 12 miles; and the ſmall- 


eſt diſtance of any of them to a ſea-port is not leſs than 6, 


The grain raiſed in the pariſh is conſiderably m more than ſuf- 


ficient to ſopply the inhabitants. 


Cattle. — The horſe and cattle bred in this diſtrict, require 
no particular deſcription, as they are well known over a 
great part of the iſland by the name of Galloways, and are 


allowed every where to be excellent of their kind. The 


number of horſes in the pariſh is about 200; the black- 
cattle amount to about 1600; and the ſheep to near 
10,000, Wedders of 3 and 4 years old, weigh from 38 to 
42 libs. Our wool is of different qualities; but that which 


is got from the ſheep which feed upon the fells is reckoned 


the fineſt. There are ſeveral of theſe fells in this pariſh ; 
but none of them deſerves a particular deſcription. It 1 
probable, however, that one of them, upon the Carrick 
march, has a greater elevation above the level of the ſea 
than any other land in this county. 


Rent. An account of the rent of this pariſh was given in 


to the Court of Teinds about 36 yours ago, when the ſum fo 
ſſtated 
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ſtated was L. 820. The preſent incumbent, in 1792, ſtated 


the rent to the ſame Court at ſomewhat above L. 2200. 
Since that time the rent has been conſiderably advanced. 
The increaſe of the rental, in the period above mentioned, is, 
no doubt, principally owing to the increaſe of prices. The 


enlargement of farms, and the farmer's better manage- 


ment of his flocks, have likewiſe had their effect in raiſing 
the value of lands in their poſſeſſion. The mode of ma- 
nagement among the farmers, for ſome time paſt, has been; 
to keep fewer beaſts, and to feed them better. The far- 
mer, no doubt, finds his account in purſuing this plan, and, 
of courſe, part of the profit will go to the proprietor. A 
fimilar obſervation will hold good with reſpect to the en- 
largement of farms, The perſon who employs the greateſt 
ſtock in trade can afford to deal upon the leaſt profit. 


Population.—The population of this pariſh has evidently 
decreaſed within theſe 40 years. According to my prede- 
ceſſor's account, about that time it amounted to 800 ſouls. 
At preſent it is ſomewhat below 700. The population of 
a village at the church has conſiderably increaſed during 
the period above mentioned; of courſe, the decreaſe of po- 
pulation has happened ſolely among the poſſeſſors of land. 
This is eafily accounted for from the enlargement of farms. 
The ſame farm which formerly contained ſeveral tenants, 
is now, in moſt places, occupied by one only. Though our 
population has decreaſed in the courſe of 40 years, yet for 
a conſiderable time of the latter part of that period it ap- 
pears to have been ſtationary. The average number of 
births exceed that of funerals ; but the ſurplus of our popu- 
lation goes to ſupply or increaſe the population of other 
places, The return to Dr Webſter in 1755, was 795 
fouls. | 
Poor, 
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Poor.—There are no funds mortificd for the poor of this 
pariſh : they are chiefly ſupported by the weekly collection 
at the church ; but when this fund falls ſhort of the pur- 
poſe, they are further aſſiſted by other charitable donations 
from the people, who are always ready to liſten to the calls 
of humanity. In this manner they are ſupplied, according 
to their different neceſhties, when 1n health, and * 
taken care of when ſick. | 


Birds and Fiſhes, —There are no birds here, either native 
or migratory, but ſuch as are common to this part of the 
iſland. It only deſerves notice, that grouſe and black game 


abound both in this and the neighbouring pariſhes. The 


fiſhes to be found here, are, ſalmon, trout, pike, eels, ſome 


perches, and lampreys. The ſalmon come up our rivers 


when they are ſwelled by the rains, and are chiefly caught 
in nets. They are not, however, taken in ſuch quantity as 
to be cured for exportation; but are partly conſumed in 
the pariſh, and partly ſold -in the neighbouring towns. 
Trout and pike not only abound in the rivers of Bladenoch 
and Tarf, but likewiſe in the lakes and ſtreams, of which 
there are a conſiderable number in this pariſh. Eels are 
not ſought after, though it is well known that they might 
be caught in great numbers, when they come down from 
the lakes, in the latter end of harveſt, to ſpawn. Perches 
having been but lately introduced into Bladenoch, are as 
yet very ſcarce, The lamprey is but a rare ſpecies in this 
place, and rather avoided than ſought after by the fiſher- 
men, from an apprehenſion that their bite is ſo highly r ma- 
lignant as to be incurable. 


Tumuli, Gc.— There is a green tumulus in this pariſh, 
about a mile diſtant from the church. Theſe tumuli are 
generally now conſidered as monuments raiſed over the 
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dead. Few, however, or almoſt none, have been opened in 


the iſland, to aſcertain this fact. I ſaw one in this county 


opened, in which there was found a great number of hu- 


man bones. There were two white cairns opened in this 


pariſh ; in the middle of each there was found a grave, 
formed of flag-ſtones, containing an urn with burnt bones in 

it—In the tumulus, the body had been buried in the earth; 
in the cairns, the body had been moſtly conſumed by fire 
before burial. 

To conclude, this pariſh, after ſupplying its inhabitants, 
affords a conſiderable quantity of grain, great numbers of 
ſheep and black-cattle, and a conſiderable quantity of wool, 
to be diſpoſed of annually in other markets. Befides theſe 
primary advantages, it affords abundance of amuſement ts 
the ſportiman and the angler. 
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NUMBER IX. 


PARISH OF DYKE, INCLUDING THE 
ANNEXED PARISH OF MOY. 


(County of ELIN anD FoxRES, SynNoD or Moxar, 
PRESBYTERY OF FORRES.) 


By the Rev, Joh DUNBAR. 


GINCE the union of theſe pariſhes in 1618, cuſtom has 


comprehended the annexed pariſh of Moy under the 


name of the other, both pariſhes now reſorting to one 


church at Dyke. The ſeparate pariſhes had their names 
from the villages where their reſpective churches were firſt 
erected ; and theſe being of Gaelic derivation, are ſufficient- 
ly deſcriptive of local circumſtances. 


Names and tbeir Derivation.—Dik, or Dyk, as it was 
written of old, is from Dig, a water-drain or ditch. Leſſy 
Biſhop of Roſs, in the gth book. of his Hiſtory, calls this 

| village 
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village a unicipium; but no traces of me ttinteipal pri- 
vileges now remain. 

Moy is from Maigb, a plain; which being re marks le 
for its fine le vel extent and fertility, is, by way of diſtine- 
tion, called the Moy, and formerly the Mey. In this plain 
were two diſtinct contiguous eſtates, now veſted in one pro- 
prietor, called the Eaſter and Weſter Mey. Each of theſe 


Tad a village of its own name. In the village and lands of 


Eaſter Moy * ſtood a prebendary church. The buriak 
ground around it is yet in uſe. 


Fearing aud Situation, —This united pariſh, by an obſer- 
vation taken at the {hore, is in 57 26' 21” north latitude. - 
1c lies in the ſynod of Moray, the preſbytery of Forres, and 
county of Elgin and Forres; being fituaied on the ſouth 
coaſt of the Moray Frith, and on the weft fide of the river 
Findern, excepting only the lands of Upper and Nether 
Buchtalies, and the lands of Moy Carſe, on the right fide, of: 
eaſt of that river. It is the moſt weſterly coaſt pariſh in the 
preſhytery or county to which it belongs; being weſt of the 

Vol. XX. | B b . pariſhes 


* Faſter Woy is one of thoſe inſulated diſtricts which has been append- 


ed to a different county from that wherein it lies, and is ſubject to the ju- 


rildiction of the county of Nairn, becauſe it had belonged to the Thanes of 
Calder while they were hereditary Sheriffs of Nairn. There are many in- 
ſtances, both in South and North Britain, of particular ſpots ſo connected 
with diſtant counties; that are in fome caſes very remote. Such appendages 
Were made per anr -atiotem, after the introduction of the feudal ſyſtem, 
to gratify the haughty ſpirit of the feudal Barons, who would neither refide, 
Hor let their vaſſals live, under any other juriſdiction but their own, If rh! 
act veſting heritable juriſdictious in the Crown has not alrendy made ſuitable 
proviſion, expreſs or implied. for a more near and ready adminiſtration of 
zuſtice, againſt the inhabitants of lands and tenements annexed to remote 
counties, the aforeſaid encroachments of the fendal ſyſtem, on the former d1- 
viſions of the kingdom, may be productive, in ſome cafes, of inconventencies, 
not undeſerving che notice of the Legiſlature, 
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pariſhes of Kinloſs and Forreſs; north of Edinkellie ; and 
eaſt of the pariſh of Auldearn and county of Nairn. It is 
an irregular four-cornered figure, running up the Frith for 
about 6 miles along ſhore, from that corner oppoſite to Fin- 
dern harbour, till it reaches the mouth of the Ellands Bourne, 
cover againſt the opening into Cromarty Bay. From thence 
another of its boundaries ſtretches up through the eaſter end 
of the Hardmoor *, in a ſoutherly direction, for a great way 
into another heath, called the Broad Shaw. This boundary, 
from the ſhore, ſeparates the barony of Brodie and Torreſ- 
try lands, in this periſh, from the lands of Inſhough, Bog- 
hole, and Moynes, in the pariſh of Auldearn, and county 
of Nairn, The other boundaries are too irregular for de- 
ſcription. 


Extent and Contents. The ſuperficial extent of this irre- 
gular figure may be about 21 ſquare miles; containing 
2697 Scots acres of coru- field, 1191 acres of natural and 
planted wood, and the reſt in paſture, heath, and exhauſted 
moſſes, with a ſandy deſert all along the ſhore; which deſert 
is a full half of the whole contents. There are evident marks 
of an early population in different places of this extenſive 
and deſerted track, which has been entirely flat, till over- 
whelmed by ſand from the ſea. On the outſide of this 
{andy deſert there is a high bank, which may be traced al- 

| 15 moſt 


* Where this boundary croſſes the heath called the Hardmoor, there lies 
ſomewhere a ſolitary ſpot of claſic ground, unheeded here, but much re- 
nowned in Drury, for the Thane of Glammis's interview with the Wayward 
or Weid Siſters, in what ſome editions call the Harmore ſcene of the tra- 
gedy of Macbeth. Here the inventive genius of Shakeſpeare, ſo predomi- 
nant in the ſupernatural and ſublime, catching the hint from old tradition, 

has conjured up a night-piece of infernal horror, well adapted to ſuggelt 
the hell4h purpoſe, and forward the bloody work, that ſet the Uſurper oa 
- the throne, ; 
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moſt to Inverneſs. This bank has, in many places, limit- 
ed the inundation. 

Above this bank, to the ſouth-eaſt, there 1s another ex- 
tenſive plain, of-mooriſh ground, which has been turfed to 
the gravel. Though unfit for culture, it is well adapted to 
the production of firs. Tt has been tried with ſucceſs ſince 
the commons were divided, and will now be encloſed and 
planted without delay. 


Surface.—In the eaſter end of the pariſh, the cultivated 
lands are uncommonly flat and ſmooth ; but, upwards from 


the moor laſt mentioned, the cultivated land, in the weſter 


end, riſes in a gentle acclivity toward the ſouth. 

The ſurface of the cultivated parts, is agreeably diverſifi- 
ed with flats and eaſy ſlopes, and beautified by the wind- 
ings of running-water, ſkirted with natural wood. There 
are clumps upon eminences; trees about farm-ſteads ; gen- 
tlemens. ſeats finely fituated, with gardens, orchards, and 
hedged incloſures around them; and the whole is ſurround- 
ed with thriving plantations, riſing one above another, with 
a variety of ſhade and proſpect, which gives the inland parts 


an appearance that may be called pictureſque. 


| Soil. — The ſoil, which has been much exhauſted by an 
early culture, and a long continuance of inceſſant cropping, 
is in ſome places a brown, and, in others a black loam, ge- 
nerally light, kindly, and of eaſy culture. At preſent it · is 
more remarkable for ſure and early crops of well filled 
grain, than for many returns of the ſeed, which is liberally 
beſtowed at a boll or upwards per acre, to keep down 
weeds ; ſo that the average of crops cannot be ſtated at more 
than 34 or 4 returns. The ground is not enough retentive 
of moiſture, and conſumes dung quickly, Under ſome of 
le thinner ſoils, there lies, about 6 inches from the ſur- 


face, 
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which could be had from Snnderland-at 4 d. per meal firlot, 


-  bour; nor does ut afford productions of ſponges, corals, or 


face, a tawny or browniſh coloured ſand, which adheres in 
large maſſes. It muſt be carefully avoided by the plough, 
as deſtructive of vegetation. A judicious uſe of lime, 


would, by attracting the dews, bring a more copious ſupply 
of nightly moiſture ; and a plentiful uſe of the lighter clays, 
even in compoſt dunghills, would give a firmer texture to 
the ſoil, to retain the moiſture which it receives, and would 
enrich the ground that has been injudiciouſly empoveriſhed, 
by intermixing the barren ſurface of turfed moors, and by 
heaping on ſand where there is already more than enough. 


Nature and Extent of the Sea Coaft, —The coaſt, though 
it be every where flat, (ballow, and ſandy, is ſeldom preju- 
dicial to ſhips, which, in paſſing up and down, can keep the 
deep water, under cover of the bold coaſt and mountains of 
Roſs; and Cromarty Bay is a harbour of ſafety, which is 
never inacceſſible. Here are no kelp rocks, nor is ſea- weed 
caſt out in any quantity for manure. The coaſt, of about 
6 miles extent in this pariſh, preſents no ſituation for an har- 


weeds, worth notice. 

At the back ſhore, behind Cullen, there are beds of 
eockles of the beſt quality. They are the perquiſite of the 
poor, who rake them out of the ſand at ebb of tide, both for 
ſuſtenance and ſale, The muſcles on this fide are conſidered 
as property, and carefully looked after, being in requeſt as 
bait for white-fiſh. There was formerly a boat and creyr 
for white-fiſhing at Hill of Findern, in this pariſh, which 
was a great convenience, and often furniſhed hands for the 
navy. It was ſuppreſſed by a former proprietor, and the 
ſilhers ſ-t adrift, becauſe the coſt of upholding the boat 
{ecmed to exceed the rent, But, at the increaſed prices of 
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fiſh ſinee that time, it might yet be an object for the new 
proprietor, to ſet the white · ſiſn buſineſs afloat again. | 

It would alſo. be a great convenience, if a quay were to 
be erected on the weſt fide of the river mouth, below Benſ- 
nes, where ſhips from Findern harbour might come over 
and lie to, for unlading lime and coals for the uſe of this pa- 
riſh, and for receiving the grain and wood wherewith it a- 
bounds. This would fave a long carriage round the Bay, 
and prevent the detention of corn ſhips by the ſwells of the 
river, which wind raiſes as well as rain, to be frequently im- 
paſſable. This might be done without any prejudice to the 
dues of Findern harbour. 


Lakes.—There are no lakes of any conſide rable magni- 
tude. We have ſeveral ſprings impregnated with iron; but 
none of any remarkable ſtrength or efficacy. | 


Rivers and Streams.—Our only river is the Ern or Find- 
ern, not navigable, but of conſiderable value for its ſal- 
mon fiſhings ; and there are four ſmall ſtreams beſides, that 
water the pariſh, containing nothing but trout. 


Wands, Rocks, and Caves. —There are no iſlands, rocks, 
or caves ; but there are remarkable hills of fand, for which, 


and for the old bar, ſee the Appendix, 


Mood:. Few coaſt pariſhes are ſo well provided with va- 
riety of natural and planted trees. The larger allars are in 
requeſt for building boats and ſmall ſloops. Birch finds a 
ready ſale for peat-carts, and other implements of huſbandry 
of the cheaper kinds, to ſupply the neighbouring markets, 
Aſh, elm, beech, plain-tree, and ſuch oaks as can be had, 
are taken off þy water-carriage ; and firs, for roofing, fark- 
ing, and flooxing of houſes, are ſawn out here, and carried 

| | off 
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Fl | off by the like conveyance. Ships, with coals and le from 
"Wt Newcaſtle and Sunderland, may ſhortly carry back cargoes 


earl 

1 of fir-deal and ſlabs, for boxing the ſhafts of mines. It has kin 

i ll probably encouraged the plantation of wood in this pariſh, pler 

| 14 that the Earl of Moray has a thriving beech at Earlſmill, 

1 that meaſures 14 feet 7 inches; and an aſh meaſuring 14 4 
feet 10 inches in the girth. Experiments were made be- tive 
fore the middle of the laft century, of planting a few aſhes ple, 
in the vicinity of great houſes ; but for the firſt judicious 
and ſpirited exertion on a larger ſcale, in planting and im- 4 
proving an eſtate, this pariſh and county has been much in- aut 
debted to the example of a Lady, of moſt reſpectable me- eh: 
mory, Mary Sleigh *, the wife of Alexander Brodie of that Tt 
Ik, Lord Lyon. br 

| | Orchards. dar 
* This excellent Lady, who had full liberty to manage matters at home, ju 
while her huſband attended his dyty in ſeveral different Parliaments, had ac- fel 
quired liberal and comprehenſive views of the benefit and mutual relations of ha 
agriculture, manufactures, and commerce. She had ſeen much of the world | 
before ſhe came here. When ſhe ſaw the ſituation of the country, ſhe pi- by 
tied it; ſhe Knew the value of people on an eſtate, and ftudied to make nc 
them induſtrious, by contriving work, and giving them wages and bread ra 
for their ſervices. The men ſhe employed in levelling, trenching, draining, 
and raiſing fences; and trained the women to induſtry, by eſtabliſhing a 
ſchool for ſpinning, and for diſpenfing premiums. She raiſed | ntities of I; 
flax, encouraged her tenants to cultivate it, and built them a mill, for brui- 
fing and icutching it. She encloſed and ſubdivided an extenſive mains ſub- t 


ſtantially; trained up the hedges with uncommon care, and, further, ſhel- 

tered the encloſures, with belts planted with great variety of trees. Her 

_ gardens, orchards, and nurſeries, ſurpaſſed every thing, but Dunkeld and 

, Blair, benorth Tay, From theſe, ſhe was fond of providing her neighbours 
gratis, who had a mind to make experiments in planting. She made new 
roads; ſtraightened old ones, planting them on both fides ; put trees in the 

. gardens of every farm-ſtead, and raiſed ſylvan ſcenes all around her. The 
profit of this has been already realized, and will endure for many years to 

4 come. Planting has now become a favourite object. The Earl of Moray 
4s doing great things, and has improved, upon her method. He intermixes 

all kinds of trees, with pines for ſhelter, His plantations about Darnaway 

4re uncommonly thriving. * cuts out tlie ſirs whenever they can be 
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Irebards.— There are 4 orchards in the pariſh. The 
early blow is often blaſted by eaſterly winds *. The later 


kinds thrive beſt. The crop of apples and pears are ſeldom 


plentiful. 


Air.—The air, which is dry and healthy, is not produce 
tive of local diſtempers. There are a number of old peo- 
ple, but no inſtances of remarkable longevity. 


Diſeaſes —The moſt frequent diſorders are vernal and 
autumnal fevers, which, here, as well as elſewhere, have 
changed their nature, and become nervous and lingering. 
Though they be viſibly infectious, an ill-judged ſympathy 
brings many young people into danger, who, while they 
dannot prait the fick by their perſonal attendance, do a pre- 
judice to themſelves and others, by carrying home the in- 
fection. The natural ſmall-pox are leſs fatal, ſince they 
have been leſs an object of ſolicitous care. Freſh air and 
cool regimen have ſaved the lives of many. Inoculation is 
not yet general, nor is it much reliſhed, among the lower 


ranks, 


4 


Climate, —The climate is not inferior to that of Lothian, 
By the ſhelter of a wall it ripens apricots and peaches in 
the open air. Stone-fruit of every kind thrives better than 
in richer ſoils ; apples and pears not ſo well. | 

| State 


_ diſpenſed with. The weedings are a good ſuccedaneum for peat-moſs, 
which is ſcarce, by affording a comfortable firing, from 4 d. to & d. per 
load ; and trees will in time generate both ſoil and moſs where there was 
none, and make way for the plough at length, in places where it might 
have long laboured in vain. 

* They ſhould follow the plan here, adopted in Denmark, of covering 
the trees, in the ſpring, during the day, and uncovering them at night; 

vhick keeps the bloſſom back, till the ſeaſon becomes genial. 
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State of Property —Havitig yet no ſalt- pans, lime-works, 
nor mines of coal or metals, the property confiſts of lands, 
woods, and falmon fiſhings. There are fell fiſhings on the 
ſea, and cobble fiſhings on the freſh-water of Findern. Some 
of the freſh-water fiſhings belong to the pariſh of Forres: 
Such fiſhings as have been repeatedly aſſeſſed with ſtipends, 
I prefume, may belong to this pariſh, and theſe are, the two 
halves of the Long-pool fiſhings, one belongitig to the Dal- 
vey eſtate, in this pariſh, and the other to a landholder of 
Forres pariſh, who has no property but fiſhings here. Two- 
eight parts of the Nether Water, i. e. two-eighths belonging 
to Dalvey, and two-eighths of the ſame belonging to Birdſ- 
yards, who has no lands in this pariſh ; (the remaining four. 
eighths of the Nether Water belonging, as I preſume, to 
the pariſh of Forres. All the freſh-water fiſhings, as deri- 
ved, at ſome period, from the Abbots of Kinloſs, and inde- 
pendent of the adjacent lands, have right to draw nets indif- 
ferently on either fide. The ſtell fiſhings ſpecially men- 
tioned in the decreets of the miniſters of Dyke, are, Eth 
ſtell, Elven ſtell, the Sheriff's ſtell, and the Eaſter and We- 
ſter ſtells of Culbin. 


Number of Proprietors Reſident and Non ręfident.— The 
number of proprietors, in the laſt century, were at leaſt 12 
or upwards. For 50 years back, the greater part of the pro- 


perties have been rather fluctuating. The proprietors, in 


1793, are but five; four landholders, whereof two have fiſh- 


ings in the pariſh, two have no fiſhings in it, and one has 


fiſhings without lands. 

The reſident proprietors are, James Brodie, Eſq; of Bro- 
die, and Hugh Grant, Eſq; of Moy, The Earl of Moray 
retains a family of ſervants at Darnaway, where he occupies 
the Mains, and keeps his caſtle in repair, for the ſake of a 


ſhort reſidence. when his oceaſions call him to the north. 
He 
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He keeps a factor here for his northern properties, who re- 


ſides at Earlſmill. The proprietor of Dalvey is reſident in 
London. | 


Mode of Cultivation. —The mode of cultivation is not yet, 
in the general practice, reduced to eſtabliſhed rules, or a re- 
gular ſucceſſion of crops; and all attempts of hinding down 
the mode of procedure upon tenants, by articles, are either 
ſpurned at, or prove abortive. The general prepoſſeſſion is in 
favour of whatever mode of cultivation gives the quickeſt re- 
turns, with leaft expence and trouble. Their practice (as it. 
ought to be) is more the reſult of obſervation and experience, 
than of theory * and ſyſtem yet it is gradually, though {low- 
ly, changing for the better. Nobody doubts any longer of 
the profit of ſown graſſes, wich, or even without, encloſing. 
Small patches of graſs are ſown, and encloſ-d with flak es or 
paling by the poorer ſort; and clover and rye-grals, to great- 


Vor.XX. Cc 


er 


* Such proprietors as are bent on agricultural improvement, are too apt to 
complain of the flow progreis of new methods among their farmers, Which 
they erroneouſly impute to {ſtupidity or obſtinacy ; but, conſidering how ma- 
ny richer people have ſuffered deeply, by new experiments and ſpeculations 
in huſbandry, it is a lucky circumſtance for landlords that tenants are not ſo 
venterous as proprietors in theſe particulars, With a heavy rent hanging 
over them, and their living and credit at ſtake, it behoves them not only to 
ſee before they believe, but to be ſomewhat eaſy before they hazard upon 
ſchemes of encloſing, fallowing, and liming; and it is not to be expected, 
that they ſhould haſtily loſe ſight of thoſe cantious habits, which have ena- 
bled them to keep credit from the beginning. Perhaps the ſpeedieſt ahd 
mott effectual way, of introducing uſeful alterations in their method apd ma- 
nagement, would be, for proprietors to make farmers of the molt judicious 
and thorough bred of their farm-ſervants, When theſe could be oblerved to 
profit by the new methods they kad been bred and accuſtomed to, hundreds 
would copy from a thriving farmer, who has no reſources but his plough and 
better management, for one that will venture to imitate a monied landlord ; 
whole crops his tenants may admire, while they remain donbtful and ſuſpi- 
cious how far the profit will repay the expence. 
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er extent, are ſown in the open fields, which is bringing win- 
ter herding more into uſe ; and the quantity of ley-graſs is 
much inereaſed. 

After 3 years reſt, they have 2 good crops of oats before 


barley, with the benefit of better ſummer feeding for their 


cattle, an increaſe of milk, and enlargement of the breed, in 
conſequence of reſting the ground. Potatoes were little 
known beiore the year 1745, and, when tried, yielded no 
crops but in lazy beds, or new ground that ſent up no 
weeds. It was long before they learned to keep them pro- 
perly clean. Now, nobody miſſes plentiful crops ; and they 
are the beſt improvement in the cultivation of our corn 
fields, where, by ſome, they are trenched down, with dung, 
by the ſpade, but many have diſcovered, at length, that, 


with clean keeping, the beft crops are after the plough. 


The farmers give ground to every cottager for his dung and 
culture, which has greatly leſſened the conſumption of grain, 
and is the chief ſubſiſtence of the labouring poor. The po- 


tatoe crop is ſucceeded by wheat or barley, with ſown graſs; 


and where graſs 1s not ſown 1n potatoe-ground, they have 2 


crops of oats after the wheat or barley; then they take 


barley, peaſe, and 2 crops of oats again. Flax is commonly 


| fown after barley ; and wheat ſometimes after ſown graſs, 


when broke up. | 
The tillage is much better ſince the introduction and ge- 
neral uſe of Engliſh ploughs. There is one indiſputable fact, 
which I can only aſcribe to the potatoe culture, and increaſe 
of graſs and reſting, that the barley crops are not nearly ſo 
much choked as formerly by the gool or yellow gowan, 
which is almoſt banithed here, in compariſon of former times. 
But, with our ſown graſſes, we have got a plentiful importa- 

tion of ragweed. 
Liming, ſummer-fallow, or drill-huſbandry, att of 
turnips 
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turnips or potatoes, have got no footing yet but among gen- 
tlemen-farmers. 


Implements of Huſbandry.—All the implements of or- 
dinary huſbandry, are now made more ſubſtantial and com- 
modious than formerly. Box-carts are coming in uſe for 
kellochs, and fingle draughts are preferred to double, which 
ill ſuit the ſtrength of our ſmall horſes, 


Manures.— There are no manures in common uſe but 
compoſt dunghills, in which they intermix earth, clay, or 
water-ſand from the burns, with ſtable-dung and aſhes : 
They now make very little uſe of mooriſh earth. 


Seedtime.— Wheat and rye would ſhoot before winter, if 
ſown as early in warm as in cold or {tiff ſoils, and would not 
be eaſily kept from cattle if they were not ſown late; they are 
laid down from Martinmas to the end of December. Oats 
and peaſe from 12th March to 12th April. Oats are ſhort, 


and peaſe a poor cover, when early ſown here, being too for- 


ward to have the full benefit of the July rains. Barley is 
ſown from roth May to roth June. Of late, it has been 
ſown in February and March, in dry ſeaſons, and grounds 
in high order, which gives the weightieſt grain; but, in 
other caſes, the lateſt is the thickeſt and moſt plentiful crop. 
Flax is ſown in April, —and pulled; and potatoes are moſtiy 


' Planted in that month. 


Harveſi.—Harveſt commonly runs from 20th Auguſt to 


12th October, new ſtile.—-A ſtate of the crop and live- ſtock, 
of 1793, is ſubjoined here, being the amount of particulars 


noted down at every houſe, on the report of the people, 
comprehending the mains of proprietors, and not omitting 
the flax and potatoes of trades-people and day-labourers ; by 
which 
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which it appears, that, omitting fractions on the ſums total 
of every kind, the ſowing of 1793 was, of rye, oats, and 
barley, in cumulo, the oats at 5 firlots, 1511 bolls. 

Wheat *, - - I; 


Peaſe and beans, Wil ile 46 


| 3 1572 157 
Average return at 3+ or 4, 3-5 — 


Produce.—Produce reckoned from 5502.0 to 6288 bolls. 
Potatoes planted in 1793, 228 bolls, at 8 returns, 1824, 
Lintſeed, 1893 Scots pints, ſowed about 12 acres, 


Turnips, | 5 — 60 

- Fallow, - - 38 
Sown graſs under hay and paſture, 543 543 
Infield paſture unſown, or ley-graſls, - 340 be 


ſide out- paſture. 


Live Stoch. — The live ſtock of all ages in x79; 3 ſtood 


thus : 
Sbeep, including lambs, and generally of. fall lie, 1533 


Black-cattle, including calves, © 1047 

Horſes of all kinds, including foals, few of the com- 
mon ſort reaching 13 hands, - | 384 

Swine omitted, but may be reckoned at, 40 


Of the value of live ſtock I am no competent judge. 
Palud 


* The ſowing of wheat, in 1793, was a mere trifle, becauſe of low prices 
and ſtock on hand, and becauſe barley had been riſing for ſeveral years. 
Wheat is ſown here according to the appearance of demand, In the year 
1795, every one {owed wheat largely. 
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Valued Rent. Valued rent by the county books, L. 5674, 


6 s, 6 d. Scots. 


Real Rent. — Real rent in victual, . fiſhings, 1 
cuſtoms, . wood, L. 20 Sterling *. 


Average of Rents.— The average of rents cannot be ſta- 
ted under 19 8. per Scots acre, for corn fields. | 


24K i 
OY 


Prices of Grain. The average of grain, for ſeveral years 
prior to 1793. Wheat, 205.; oat-meal, weighing 9 ſtone 


Dutch, 


* It is but a ſmall proportion of the preſent rents that are paid in victual. 
The bolls have been moſtly converted into money-rents, and theſe money- 
rents, at different times, augmented. But I have ſeen a computation of the 
land-rents and fiſhings, made by the laſt miniſter, about 40 years ago, where 
the victual rents are valued at L. 5 Scots, equal $s. 4d. ; and the ſalted 
ſalmon at L. 32 Scots, equal L. 2: 13 : 4 Sterling per barrel, of 4 cwt. By 
this calculation, including but very little money-rent, the amount of the 
rents of the pariſh are computed at L. 14, 866: 13: 4 Scots money, or 


I. 1238 : 17: 9 Sterling. Since that time, till now, the rents, computed 
on a money ſcale, appear to be more than doubled, But, computed on the 


ſcale of produce, their increaſe appears far leſs conſiderable, in regard the 
number of bolls and fiſhes then paid, would, according to their preſent va- 


ne, fetch the double of what they were then worth. And, in general, it is 


evident, that in corn pariſhes along the coaſts, where every ſoil fit for corn 
was brought under culture many centuries ago, the rents paid in kind, whe- 
ther of corn or fiſh, being a proportion of the produce, muſt have nearly 
reached their u/timatum at a very early period, fo as to admit of little riſe, 
except it were on the money ſcale. In ſuch maritime pariſhes whoſe pay- 
ments were made in produce, the rents would ſeem to have been beavier 
about 1633, than at any period ſince that time. When the valuation of 
tithes was then introduced, the ſubſtitution of one-fifth of the rent, as an 
equivalent for one-tenth of the produce, ſeems to warrant a ſuppoſition or 
inference, that the proprietors (whom the Legiſlature wiſhed rather to eaſe 


than to injure) had, in thoſe days, to the amount of value of half the pro- 


duce on account of rents. 
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Dutch, 16s. ; peaſe and rye always the ſame price with oat. 
meal, 16s, ; oats, at 5 firlots per boll, 16s. ; barley, 18s, +, 


Prices of other Proviſions in 1993.—Potatoes per boll, of 
32 ſtone Dutch, 6 s. 8 d.; beef from 2 d. to 4 d.; mutton 


3 d.; ſhot lamb 3 d.; veal from 3 d. to 4 d.; pork 34, all 


Dutch weight; turkies 4 8. 6 d.; geeſe 2 8. 6 d.; ducks gd,; 
hens 8 d.; eggs 2 d. per dozen; butter 12 8.; and cheeſe 
48. per ſtone, of 22 lbs. Dutch; ſalmon from 4 d. per Dutch 
Ib. groſs weight, to 24 d. at different ſeaſons; haddocks 
from 13. 4 d. to 1s. 6 d. per dozen; cod from 8 d. to 14, 
2 d. apiece; ſmall ſkate from 6 d. to 8 d.; flounders from 
24 d. to 4d. per dozen, according to fize ; herrings, from 
Nairn, from 1 d. to 3 d. per dozen; crabs 2 d.; and lobſters 
from Nairn 4 d. apiece. 
Wages.—The wages of labouring ſervants, in the houſe, 
was, FO. years ago, at 16s. 8d. the man, and 7s. 8d. the 
woman, half-yearly, with a pair of brogues, or apron, va- 
lue 1 s.: now, they are from L. 3 to L. 4 for men, and from 
205. to 25 8. for women, half-yearly. Men-ſervants not 
domeſtic, get a free -houſe or lodging, and 52 ſtone of meal 
for aliment. The number of married ſervants has much 
increaſed of late, which is very convenient for rearing up 
ſervants in ſucceſſion. 
Wages of livery-ſervants from L. 6 to L. 123 houſe-maids 
from 25 8. to 308. 


Day 


* By a contract of wadſet in 1702, wherein the ſeſſion of Dyke were 
creditcis for a ſhare, 42 bolls of farm bear are pledged, redeemable in 5 
years, for the uſe of 5000 merks Scots, or L. 247: 15: "M.A Sterling ; by 
which contract, the price of barley muſt have been 6s. 8 d. Sterling fe 
ball, ö 
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th oat. Day-lahour,—Summer and harveſt wages for men 1s. ; 

18 8.6, for women 9 d. Winter wages for trenching, ditching, or 
| planting, 3d. to 9 d.; all without victuals. Hay- cutting 2s. 

voll, of 6d. per acre. Journeymen maſons from 18. 3 d. to 18. 

mutton 6d. Carpenters 1s. to 18. 3d. _ 

3d, all | 

5 9d; Services —Services of tenants are very generally aboliſh- 

cheeſe ed. | | | 

Dutch | 

ddocks Manufactures.— Of manufactures there is nothing to ſay, 

to 14, but that the harn, tweeling, coarſe linen, and plaiden, made 

rs from by individuals, are readily bought up at fairs by dealers, 

8, from for high prices, and carried away. The quantities of each 

lobſters kind not known. 

; Articles of Commerce. — The chief articles of commerce 
> houſe, are, grain, black-cattle, iced and barrelled ſalmon, linen- 
8 d. the yarn of the coarſer kinds, and wood. | 
ron, Va- 
ad from Grain,—The ſurplus of grain for export is very conſider- 
—_ able ; of wheat ſometimes, of oats and barley always. Oats 
of meal are ſold at 5 firlots per boll, wanting only (according to 
2 Bald's Tables) 1 lippy and . 5206 of an Engliſh quarter. 
ring up Barley or farm bear, at 4 firlots, weighs from 17 to 19 ſtoue 


Dutch, wanting 1 firlot x lippy and .579 of a lippy, of an 
C: enakds Engliſh quarter, ' A regulation for ſclling all grain by 
weight would do juſtice to good farmers, make bad farmers 
better, and render purchaſers by commiſſion more ſecure. 


Day: It would be convenient, at the ſame time, to regulate the 
weiglit of hay, wool, butter, and cheeſe, and bring the diffe- 
wo were rent counties to one ſtandard, that buyers and ſellers might 
| In 5 WY . | — 
5 : have nothing to differ about, or ſettle, but the price, 
Tung, f 6 
terling per 
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Cattle. Runts, and yell or dry cows, are the chief article; 


in the cattle trade: we ſpare ſome of every kind, and ſtots 


ſell deareſt; yet they ought rather to be wrought out. It 
would be more profitable to carry on the farm-work alto- 
gether with oxen, which are fit for every work except ri- 
ding, are much more eafily maintained, are far leſs liable 
to ſudden diſeaſes, and, in the end, fetch a good price for 
beef: when old, horſes muſt be given to the dogs. Some 


have eſtimated the difference of working a farm with hor- 


ſes, and with oxen, to amount, all things conſidered, to the 
value of the rent: the ſaving upon oats is great. 


Fiſhings of Salmon. —Freſh ſalmon are ſometimes ſent to 
London in ice; but are moſtly kitted at Findern. The 
trade has been much monopolized by an Aberdeen compa- 
ny, who took leaſes of all the fiſhings they could get 
throughout the north, and bought up the fiſh caught by 
other leflees. The boil-houſe prices, allowed by that com- 
pany, were, in the firſt of the ſeaſon to the iſt of May, 4d. 
per Ib. groſs weight; from 1ſt May to end of May, 3 d.; 
thence to the end of June 2 d. and while they continue to 
kit. Three fiſhes of 10 lib. ſuffice for one kit; this, at the 
early price, comes to 10s. The kit, boiling, and curing, 
with freight, and other coſts, bring up the charges to 13s. 
per kit; which fetches, at London, from 18 8. to 318. 6d. 
The profit, therefore, on Kitting fiſh, bought at the above 


' prices, runs from 94 to 5 35 per cent. nearly. 


In times of ſcarcity,'they kit as long as it 1s allowable to 
fiſh. But, generally, after the 1ſt of June, the raw fiſh 
are cured in barrels, with one-half boll of foreign ſalt to 
each barrel. From zo to 40 well fized fiſh make a barrel, 
of 4 cwt. The ſalt and barrel coſt from 12 8. to 138. The 


freight is 38. to London, and 4s. 6d. to Holland, The bar- 
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rel, of 4 cwt. formerly ſold for L. 45 val ſometimes for L. 5, 
now it fetches only 50s. 


Cod.—Cod are ſometimes caught in great abundance, by 
Nairn and Findern boats, in the beginning of winter, when 


the weather cannot ſerve for drying them. An adventurer, 
from this pariſh, cured a quantity in barrels, like ſalted fal- 
mon, carried them to London, and made no loſs by the ad- 


venture, though they ſold heavily, and muſt have been but 
unpleaſant food. But had theſe cod been parboiled, and cu- 
red with vinegar at the boil-houſe, like ketled ſalmon, it is 
believed, ſuch ſouſed fiſh would have excelled the ſalted, as 


much as the kitted ſalmon exceeds the ſalted, in quality _ 


price. 


Seals, — There are alſo ſea-calves or Teals on the coaſt of 
this pariſh, whereof one man has killed 130 in a year, 
worth 4 8. apiece, for their oil and ſkin. The matter of 
ſeal-fiſhing is the more deſerving of attention, becauſe, be- 
fide the intrinſic value of ſeals, they lie in wait for ſalmon, 
and frighten them away from a ſhallow coaſt. 


Yarn,—The yarn-trade has fallen off greatly ſince the 
uſe of cottons hath become almoſt univerſal. There are yet 


3 yarn factors in the pariſh, who buy up yarn ſpun from 


home flax, and give out foreign flax to be ſpun, from 24 d. 
to 31 d. per hank. They were in uſe to expend about 
L. 500 a-year for the ſpinning and purchaſe of yarn; now 
they do not exceed L. 3oo in whole. From the number of 


weavers in the pariſh, I ſuppoſe the high prices for coarſe 
cloth makes the ſpinners manufacture their own lint for the 


fairs. From 20 cuts to 24 hanks is the common griſt of 
ſpinning here. 
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Wood. — The wood market has already begun briſkly, 
and will ſhortly be great. One heritor draws a hundred a- 
year, for 7 years, for the cutting of one fir park, which will 
be planted again when it is cleared. He has another ready 
for felling down, and ſeverals rifing. in ſucceſſion. 80 that 
moderation in cutting, and diligence i in planting again what 
is cleared, will bring the buſineſs to a very conſiderable 
ſtanding rent. | 


Villages, Inns, and Still. — There are villa ges. at Broom of 
Moy, Kinteſak, and Dyke; at which laff there 1 is an inn, 
near the polt road, and another inn at the F erry Boat, on 
the eaſt fide of the river; and no other inns or alehouſes. 
One licenſed fill, of 38 gallons, has ſupplied this pariſh ; | 
believe one of 30 might ſuffice. 


Roads, and Statute Labour—The roads being naturally 
good, there are no turnpikes, nor any need or wiſh for them, 
The ſtatute labour is exacted, which Keeps the roads in to- 
lerable repair. Commutation was attempted, but it raiſed 
diſcontent, and was dropped. 


Bridges — Three ſtout wooden bridges, flogred acroſes, 
railed, and painted, have been built, at Moy, Dalvey, and 
Barley- mill, near the fords of the Beg-Bourne, at the coſt of 
L. 114, 78. Sterling, out of 5; years of the ſtipends accruing 
at the laſt vacancy. 

They admit no carriages, nor even the poſt. cart; but the 
horſe and mail can paſs. Three ſmall ſtone bridges were 
alſo built on the public road, out of the ſame fund, for L. 30, 
14 5. 


State of the Church. A new and commodious church, of 
66 by 33 feet, inſide, was built in 1781, at the expence of 
the heritors, for the ſum of L. 525, beſide the carriages per- 
formel 
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formed by the pariſh, Ir ! is neatly plaſtered and ceiled, 
well lighted, paved in the areas, and regularly ſeated. It 
has a geometrical ſtair in each end, with galleries quite 
round ; and none are allowed to bury in it. The plan has 
been adopted by other pariſhes. 


Manſe. The ENS nd offices were completely rebuilt 
and ſlated in 1790, and garden-walls built, of ſtone and 
lime, for L. 321: 18: 3, out of the above mentioned vacant 
ſtipends. L. 101: 8: ) of theſe ſtipends went to the pay- 
ment of interim aſliſtants, during the vacancy; and the rem- 
nant, to other neceſſary purpoſes within the pariſh. On 
the 10th January 1795, a {till fire broke out, near mid-day, 
with inextinguiſhable vehemence, in a room that had been 
deafened with ſtraw and ſhavings of wood, inſtead of clay, 
whereby the manſe, but not the offices, was rapidly conſu- 


med. The walls remained entire, and the heritors. com- 


pletely repaired the dwelling. houſe, for L. 170. 18: 3, in 
1793-6; 


Stipend, Glebes, and Patronage.— The living, which had 
not been augmented fince 1650, was made better in June 
1795, by an addition of 16 bolls more barley, and about 
L.15 more money. It ſtands now at 106 bolls x firlot bar- 
ley, 7 bolls 2 firlots oat-meal, at ꝙ ſtones, with L. 40: 15:2 
Sterling of money-ſtipend, and L. 5 more for communion- 
demettts, There is a glebe of 6 acres at Dyke, and a ſmall 
one in the other pariſh, for which the proprietor of Moy 
pays a rent of 6 bolls of barley. The miniſter has L. 1, 
13 8. 4 d. for graſs- money. The living, with its accommo- 
dations, according to preſent prices, may be reckoned at 
L. 150. 

The patronage has been lately declared a vice: right, be- 
tween the Crown and the heritor of Eaſter Moy, Hugh 
Grant, Efquire. 

The 
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The incumbents, ſince the annexation, in 1618, haye 
been, Mr William Dunbar, prebendary of Moy before 
1618, and afterwards miniſter of the united pariſhes, till 
1624; Mr William Falconer ſenior, from 1625 to 1674; 
Mr William Falconer junior, from 1674 to 1689; Mr A. 
lexander Forbes, from 1689 to 1708; Mr james Chalmers, 
from 1709 to 1726; Mr Robert Dunbar, from 1727 to 
to 1782; and, Mr John Dunbar, tranſlated from Knock- 
ando, in 1788, a widower, with three ſons, and one daugh- 
ter, 


* 
o 


Poor. Aſſeſſments for the maintenance of the poor have 
never been attempted here. They are believed, and not 
without reaſon, to encourage idleneſs and inconſiderate ex- 
pences. The charity of the pariſhoners would afford ſuf 
cient aid to the pariſh poor, if it were not ſo much fore. 
ſtalled by vagrant and ſtrolling beggars, recommended, out 
of their own pariſhes, to the public at large, by canting cer 
tificates, deſerving of no regard. 

5 The average number of enrolled poor, for the 5 years from 
1789 to 1795, incluſive of both years, is 61. Among theſe, 
the church- ſeſſion diſpenſes all the caſh in hand by half. 
yearly diſtributions; the one in February; the other in 
Auguſt; which laſt includes the meal of 3 bolls of bear: 
L. 5, deſtined for clothing 12 children, is divided each No- 
vember. | 


Funds—The parochial funds, from which theſe diſtribu- 
tions are made, are, the Sabbath collections, with ſmall fines 
for illicit amours, and the dues of a velvet pall; all which 
are booked, as they come in, both» in the treaſurer's ac- 
counts, and in thoſe kept for a check by the ſeſſion-clerk. 
The average of theſe three articles, for the ſeven years 

aforeſaid; 
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nave aforeſaid, appears, by the caſh-book, to have been per an- 
fore num, - - L.25 7 8 Sterling. 
Y Add the annualrents of L. 66: 13: 4, 
5747 which has accrued, either from le- 
r A- gacies or ſavings of former times, 
ners, and lies at intereſt, for bettering 
7 to the diſtributions, | - 3 6 $8 
zock- Add 40 ſtone or more, barley-meal, 
ugh- from 3 bolls barley, paid out of St 
Ninian's Croft, by a mortgage of 
Mr William Falconer fenior, one 
have of the former miniſters, value, 2 14 © 
d. not Add the intereſt of L. 100, deſtined 
te ex- | by Henry Vaſs, for yearly cloth- 
ſuffi- ing to 12 fatherleſs or deſtitute chil- 
fore · dren, which is diſpenſed each No- 
I, out vember, | « e 
g Cer- 
The average of the yearly amount of 
7 the funds 1s, - „ 
theſs, Deduce 20 8. to the precentor, and 
lk 15 8. to the officer, yearly, as their 
ler in fees, 8 — 1 
bear : Remains the yearly average of diſtri- 
h No- butions, for the above 7 years, L. 34 13 4 
This 7 years average of receipts and expenditures for the 
ſtribu · poor, which includes octaſional fupplies in times of ſickneſs, 
ll fines is 2 ſmall pittance among ſuch a number. But, in ſevere 
which ſeaſons, or times of ſcarcity, the reſident proprietors ſome- 
er's ac- times ſtep forward, and ſend meal, to be divided among the 
-clerk labouring poor, which is not entered in the ſeſſion accounts. 
years And there is a lodge of free maſons in the pariſh, who 
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to ſeveral from their own funds. 

The collections, which are far from liberal, are but a 
ſmall proportion of the charity given by houſe-holders. But, 
every one has a right to diſpenſe his own charity to his own 
mind, 


The ſeſſion has a right of recommending patients from 
this pariſh, to be received gratis in the Infirmaries of Edin- 


burgh and Aberdeen, in conſequence of a bequeſt, by the 
above mentioned Henry Vaſs, made upon that condition, 
to each of theſe charitable inſtitutions. Every heritor has 
a right to a vote in the management of the poor's funds; 
and the books are open at all times for inſpection of all 
concerned. The accounts of receipts and expenditures, kept 
by the clerk and treaſurer, are every year reviſed and 


compared, and being found to agree, the treaſurer is formal- 


ly acquitted of his intromiſſions, by a minute Entered into 
the book of diſcipline, and takes charge again, de novo. 

On theſe occaſions, an edi is ſerved 10 free days be- 
fore, notifying the meeting for inſpecting and paſſing the 
treaſurer's accounts, and warning heritors and all concerned 
to attend. | 


Schools and Scholars. There is another parochial fund, 
deitined for two ſchools in the village of Dyke; the one for 
boys; the other for girls. It conſiſts of the intereſt of 


3500 merks, == L. 194: 8: : 104%; = 20 == L. „ 


Sterling; the intereſt of 1000 merks, payable to the paro- 
chial or grammar ſchoolmaſter, =L. 2: x5 : 6: ; and the 


Intereſt of 2500 merks to the miſtreſs of the woman-ſchool, 


==L.6: 18: or. 
The grammar ſchoolmaſter has alſo L. 1 out of the 


collections, and 16 bolls bear, one-half paid by the heri- 
tors, 
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tors, and the other half by the pariſhoners. He teaches 
Engliſh and writing for 15. 6 d. per quarter; arithmetic 
for 1 5. 8 d. per ditto 3 Latin for 25. 6d. per ditto z menſu- 
ration and land- ſurveying for 4 8. 6 d. per ditto; geometry for 


78. 6d. fer ditto ; and book- keeping for 10 s. 6 d. and 15 8. 


He receives 18. 6 d. for proclamation of bans: 6 d. for re- 
cording baptiſms; and 4 d. for extending certificates: and 
has 40 ſcholars at an average. The ſalary and emoluments 
amount to L. 33, beſides his lodging, in the ſchool-houle, 
which was rebuilt and ſlated in 1785, with a floored ſchool- 
room, and 2 ſmall nen, for the maſter's accommoda- 
tion. | | 

The woman's ſchool is a joint foundation, in the year 
1702, reſting on a bequeſt from John Anderſon, writer in 
Edinburgh ; and a further deſtination by James Brodie of 
that Ik, the truſtee, who added 500 merks to Anderſon's 
donation of 2000 merks, gave off ground, and built thereon 
a ſlated houſe of 2 floors, with garrets, for the accommoda- 
tion of the miſtreſs and ſcholars ; and gave alſo a garden at 


his own expence. His heirs, though conjoined with the he- 


ritors and ſeſſion, are managers ine quibus non. The ſalary, 
at the beginning, in 1702, was 21 bolls bear, mortgaged for 
a capital of L. 138: 19 : 9% Sterling, or L. 250 merks, 
belonging to this ſchool. At the redemption of the mort- 
gage or wadſet, the ſalary was reduced to L. 6: 18: 10.4 
Sterling, the legal intereſt of the capital. The ſchool-houſe, 
though ſtill in uſe, is ruinous, and in urgent need of 1 imme- 
diate repair *. 


Averages 


* There was once a great reſort from Caithneſs, Sutherland, Roſs, &c. 
to this boarding-ſchool, where young gentlewomen were taught reading, 
knitting ſtockings, marking, plain and ccloured ſeam, and muſic, by the mi- 
ſtreſs; and writing and arithmetic by the parochial ſchoolmaſter. Many 


daughters of men of property were educated here, without reſorting for at. 
-ompliſkments any where elſe, 
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Averages for aſcertaining the ancient Population, —Find. 
ing no liſts of the ancient or modern population, prior to 
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1788, nor any liſt of deaths or burials, J ſubjoin, from the th 
regiſters of births and marriages, what follows : in 
Years. Marriages. Births. Males. Females, ot 


1671 
—72 


17 69 42 27 
16 64 39 25 
14 59 25 34 
10 70 41 29 
18 W 50 31 
7 61 30 31 
1 69 88 Al 
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Find. Preſent Population, aid ot ber Stats ical Furticuſurs.— At 
or to 2 parochial viſitation and enrollment, in 1988, the popula- 
m the tion was found to be 1564 ſouls. At another enrellment, 

in 1793, (when the numbers had become 35 leſs), the vari- 
. ous informations then obtained, and committed-t writing, 


afford materials for the Tables of e and other 
Statiſtical particulars that follow: 3 


Population Table for 1793. 


Souk in 1793, N 4 1529 
Families, — - 345 
TE Average number in per family, F == 4.432 
Males, 8 - 728 ? 4 
21352 
Females, - 801 5 wy 
Aged below 10, = R 375 
From 10 to 20, - - 4. | 
— 20 to 50, 537 P1529 
0.285 e. N Y | 306 
Sp. 70 to 100, = - 51 
None exceeding 83, | 
Uninhabited houſes, - | © 
. Houſes inhabited by 1, 39 39 
1 2, 63 126 
———— 4. 43 172 
7.857 3 0 5. 49 245 
— - — 6, 27 102 
RE — 7. 22 154 
— — * — 8. 19 0 152 
— — 10, 8 80 
6.143 Carried forward 331 1343 
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Brought forward 331 1343 | 
Houſes inhabited by 11, 5 55 
— 2 36 6 
„ rn 1 13 f 
5 n 14, * 14 5 
r — 15, 2 30 f 
eee e 700 u 17 ( 
N 21, 1 21 f 
Families 345 1529 Souls. 
Inhabitants variouſly * | 
Married perſons, - . 450 1 
Widowers, | - - 26 
Widows, - - - 53 | 

Unmarried men, from 50 to 70, - 5 
Unmarried women, from 20 to 50, . 141 ] 
Male-ſervants in whole, - Wes 122 0 
Ditto married, 1 © Fo 27 
Female-fervants in whole, . 111 ( 
Ditto married, « 4 is . 
Large farmers, as from L. 50 to L. 100 and upwards, 12 . 
Leſſer farmers, under L. 50, > - 75 , 
Pendicles in the hands of tradeſmen or crofters ha- | ? 
ving ploughs, - - « 
Ploughs in whole, - - a 
Reſident proprietors of lands, 55 ( 
Non-refident ditto, - - \ 
Non- reſident ditto of * p | 1 
Factors, _—_ - - ' 
Eſtabliſhed clergy, -”; - : 
Other clergy, - I 
Diſſenters, all but 2 of 5 Seceſſion, - 0 
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Parochial ſchoolmaſter, .. $ 1 
Ditto ſchoolmiſtreſs, -, WET E- 
Other private teachers, - - 9 
Scholars of all kinds, - 0 179 
Students in divinity, - - 2 
Private tutors, + M „ I 
College ſtudents, | « . 1 
Half- pay lieutenant, - - 1 
Ditto navy ſurgeon, "I — 1 
Ditto maſter and commander, — 1 
Penſioners of artillery, & 4 L 
Out-penſioners of Chelſea College, C 4 
Millers, — - — 6 
Ferrymen, with 2 boats, on Findern, . I 
Farriers and n in whole, (apprentices inclu- 
ded), - = — - 7 
Maſons, (apprentices included), - — 7 
n - - . 2 
Plaſterers, a | . - 1 
Carpenters for country work, 23 
Weavers, — - ; | 
Shoemakers, - - 12 
Tailors, i - 16 
Mantuamakers, . . 2 
Cartwrights, - - 18 
Turners, - - 0 2 
Coopers, - - - 2 
Midwives, | - « - 3 
Tinkers, - - L 
Country merchants who are yarn fadors, - 3 
Salmon fiſhers, - - 6 
Day-labourers, — - 42 
(Gardeners, (2 paying rent), - - 5 
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Other Matters. 


Flour-mills, 1 2 
Meal-mills, - = 5 
Barley-mill, - | 5 
Saw: mill, - 5 
Wind- mill, for pumping a quarry, 1 
Pigeon- houſes, - . 
Ale-houſes, - 88 
A till of 38 gallons, - 3 
A hot-houſe for fruit, 4 5 
Oxen wains, - > my” 
Double draughts, . 5 16 
Peat - carts, ö — 291 
Coach, 3 | - 8 1 
Chaiſe, | 7 — — 1 
Servants pay ing tax, - - 2:20 
Saddle and carriage horſes, - - I3 


Cauſes of the Decline of Population, —The population of 
this pariſh, as far as can be gueſſed by multiplying the ave- 
rage of births by 313, would ſeem, from the above Tables, 


to have been, in 1677, as high as 2200. From that period 


there are three viſible cauſes of its ſubſequent decline. 

1. One unavoidable cauſe, was the overwhelming of the 
populous barony of Culbin *, by a violent drifting of ſand 
from the Maviſton hills; and, excepting a ſmafl remnant 

| fartheſt 


* The ſand had been making great encroachments beſore it orerwheln- 


ed the mains and garden of Culbin. But that event, which completed the 
puſineſs, muſt have happened conſiderably earlier than the date aſigned in 
Shaw's Hiſtory of the Province; becauſe it is ſpecially mentioned in the 
Act of Parliament, againſt pulling of bent, paſled in 1695, intitled, for 
Preſervation of Lands adjacent to Sand-hills, and is mentioned as one of tht 
rcalons for paſſing that act, K. Wil. III. 1 Par. 5 Seſ. Act xxx. 
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fartheſt from the coaſt, the depopulation of that baron y 
was completed before the cloſe of the laſt century. 

2. Another cauſe, affecting all the other eſtates in the pa- 
riſh, is the change that has taken place fince the rebellion, 
1745, in the fize and number of farms. Formerly they 
were very ſmall and numerous, running from 4 to 16 bolls 
of rent; now they are larger, and not half fo numerous as 
they were. A multitude of ſmall farms is very favourable 
to population ; yet the enlargement of farms, to a certain 
degree, was needful in this pariſh, where the grounds ſo 
much needed reſt, and where milk, butter, and butcher- 
meat were ſo ſcarce; and, had there been manufactures. 
ſufficient to employ the hands ſuperſeded from tillage, the 


enlargement of farms might have been favourable to agri- 


culture, without diminiſhing the * But this not 
being the caſe, 


3. The neglect of manufactures may be ſtated as a third 
cauſe, and the greateſt of any, affecting the population of this 


| pariſh. The preſent poſſeſſors, finding that there are not 


ſo many rooms as formerly for farmers, breed their chil- 
dren to handicrafts; and theſe, not finding employment at 
home, puſh their way to Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Paiſley, or 
London, from whence they ſeldom find their way back to 


ſettle here. This cauſe affects moſt of the northern diſtricts, 


where manufactures do not meet with the attention and en- 
couragement that they deſerve. This is what occaſions 
yearly emigrations, during the ſeaſons of ſummer and har- 
veſt work, to places where there is more employment and 
higher wages; and theſe ſhort excurſions frequently end in 
a removal to manufacturing towns at the laſt. | 


Remedies.— The remedies are pointed out by the cauſes 
of emigration, or decreaſe of people. 


1. To 
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1. To divide the larger farms when the leaſes have run, 
and bring them into proper compaſs. Evils are generally 
corrected by their effects; and wiſe proprietors begin to dif. 
cover, that ſmall farmers make better payments than the 
great, eſpecially when they pay in produce. It is beyond 
doubt, that more corn was raiſed when farms were ſmaller 
than at the preſent time. 

2. The introduction and patronage of manufaQuures 
would not only prevent further depopulation, but would 
give new life and ſpirit to agriculture, bring an increaſe of 
people, by promoting and providing for marriage, and form 
a ſolid and ſatisfactory baſis for increaſing rents. If manu- 
factures were firſt eſtabliſhed, rents would quickly riſe of 
courſe, and the enlargement of farms would occaſion no di- 
ſtreſs. But it is a ſhort- ſighted policy, that aims at an in- 
creaſe of rent, by a decreaſe of people, whoſe labours can at 
once be made profitable to landlords, and comfortable to 
themfelves. A more timely attention to fiſheries and ma- 
nufactures, and particularly to the manufacturing of wool, 
in the Highlands of Scotland, might have prevented the 
emigrations to America, and even increaſed the ſources of 
public proſperity and national defence. It is a ſpeculation 
equally mean and hazardous, to diſpoſſeſs brave and attach- 
ed Highlanders, to make way for a population of ſheep. 
The maxim, that it is lawful for a man to do what he will 
with his own, has already miſled too many; it is ſo far 
from being univerſally true, that it has its limitations in 
every kind of property. Quia intereſt reipublicæ ne quis re 
ſua mals utatur : He who uſes his own to the detriment of 
the public, incurs juſt blame and obnoxiouſneſs. One's 
right to diſpoſe of his own money, does not extend to a 
right of melting down the current coin; and more eſpecial- 
ly, in all feudal tenures, there are reſerved rights of the 
Sovereign, as head of the community, whereby 1 
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LVe run, and amenable for ſuch abuſe of property as 1s prejudicial 
enerally to the common-weal. For though ſtatute law never has, 
n to dif. and probably never will, intermeddle with a ſubject ſo deli- 
han the cate, complicated, and difficult, as fixing limitations on the 
beyond uſe of property, it onght to be more generally underſtood 
ſmaller than it would ſeem to be, that malverſations and abuſes of 
power, in the uſe of property, iſſuing in public detriment 15 
factures and alarming depopulation, have already been brought un- 
t would der the laſh of the common law, at the inſtance of the 
reaſe of Crown, even in South Britain. A lawyer of the laſt cen- 
ad form tury, Mr Robert Powel, of Wells, publiſhed a treatiſe, in 
f manu- 1636, intitled, Depopulation Arraigned, where, at page 
' rife of 84, he narrates a trial and ſentence, at Michaelmas term, 
1 no di- decimo Caroli, anno 1635. The judgment againſt this de- 
t an in- populator, for converting ſo much arable into paſture, was 
can at accompanied with heavy penalties, and with circumſtances 
able to of humiliating diſgrace. Such as wiſh to be more fully in- 
nd ma- formed, may have recourſe to the records of the times, not 
f wool, emitting thoſe of the Privy Council of England. 

ted the | 

Irces of Juarriet.— There are 2 free ſtone quarries in this pariſh, 
ulation both of the harder kind. And there is a limeſtone rock on 
attach- the weſt fide of the river, at the Boat-pool, but, for want of 
f ſheep. fuel, it is more eligible to purchaſe lime, than to burn it 
he will here. | | 


s ſo far | | | | 
ions in Fuel and Coals,—Peats are very ſcarce, dear, and of 


quits re little ftrength, The pariſh would have been in uncommon 
nent of diſtreſs for want of fuel, long ſince, had it not obtained a 
One's ſealonable ſupply from the weedings of fir plantations, and 
ad to a an eaſement of the duty upon coals, which begin to be uſed 
ſpecial- by the lower ranks, becauſe they afford light to ſpin. 
of the Newcaſtle coal are bought from 1 s. 10 d. to 2 8. per barrel. 
rietors 5 | Antiguities. 
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1. To divide the larger farms when the leaſes have run, 
and bring them into proper compaſs. Evils are generally 
corrected by their effects; and wiſe proprietors begin to dif. 
cover, that ſmall farmers make better payments than the 
great, eſpecially when they pay in produce. It is beyond 
doubt, that more corn was raiſed when farms were ſmaller 
than at the preſent time. 

2. The introduction and patronage of e 
would not only prevent further depopulation, but would 


give new life and ſpirit to agriculture, bring an increaſe of 


people, by promoting and providing for marriage, and form 
a ſolid and ſatisfaQtory baſis for increaſing rents. If manu- 
factures were firſt eſtabliſhed, rents would quickly riſe of 
courſe, and the enlargement of farms would occaſion no di- 
ſtreſs. - But it is a ſhort-ſighted policy, that aims at an in- 
creaſe of rent, by a decreaſe of people, whoſe labours can at 
once be made profitable to landlords, and comfortable to 
themfelves. A more timely attention to fiſheries and ma- 
nufactures, and particularly to the manufacturing of wool, 
in the Highlands of Scotland, might have prevented the 
emigrations to America, and even increaſed the ſources of 
public proſperity and national defence. It is a ſpeculation 
equally mean and hazardous, to diſpoſſeſs brave and attach- 
ed Highlanders, to make way for a population of ſheep. 
The maxim, that it is lawful for a man to do what he will 
with his own, has already miſled too many; it is ſo far 
from being univerſally true, that it has its limitations in 
every kind of property. Qxia intereſt reipublice ne quis re 


fua mal? utatur : He who uſes his own to the detriment of 


the public, incurs juſt blame and obnoxiouſneſs. One's 
right to diſpoſe of his own money, does not extend to 3 
right of melting down the current coin; and more eſpecial- 
ly, in all feudal tenures, there are reſerved rights of the 
Sovereign, as head of the community, whereby * 
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Lve run, Hand amenable for ſuch abuſe of property as 15 prejudicial 


enerally to the common-weal, For though ſtatute law never has, 
2 to dif. and probably never will, intermeddle with a ſubje& ſo deli- 


han the 
beyond 
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cate, complicated, and difficult, as fixing limitations on the 
uſe of property, it ought to be more generally underſtood 
than it would ſeem to be, that malverſations and abuſes of 
power, in the uſe of property, iſſuing in public detriment 
and alarming depopulation, have already been brought un- i 
der the laſh of the common law, at the inſtance of the 
Crown, even in South Britain. A lawyer of the laſt cen- 
tury, Mr Robert Powel, of Wells, publiſhed a treatiſe, in 
1636, intitled, Depopulation Arraigned, where, at page 
84, he nartates a trial and ſentence, at Michaelmas term, 
decimo Caroli, anno 1635. The judgment againſt this de- 
populator, for converting ſo much arable into paſture, was 
accompanied with heavy penalties, and with circumſtances 
of humiliating diſgrace. Such as wiſh to be more fully in- 
formed, may have recourſe to the records of the times, not 
emitting thoſe of the Privy Council of England. 
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Juarriei.— There are 2 free ſtone quarries in this pariſh, 
both of the harder kind. And there is a limeſtone rock on 
the weſt fide of the river, at the Boat-pool, but, for want of 
fuel, it is more eligible to purchaſe lime, than to burn it 
dere. 


Fuel and Coal. —Peats are very ſcarce, dear, and of 


guis re little ſtrength, The pariſh would have been in uncommon 
nent of diftreſs for want of fuel, long fince, had it not obtained a 
One's ſeaſonable ſupply from the weedings of fir plantations, and 
nd to a an eaſement of the duty upon coals, which begin to be uſed 
pecial- by the lower ranks, becauſe they afford light to ſpin. 
of the Newcaſtle coal are bought from 1 8. 10 d. to 2 8. per barrel. 
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Antiguities.— At Darnaway, the ſeat of the Earls of Mo- 
ray, of the Randolph, Dunbar, Douglas, and Stewart race, 
ſtands an old caſtle, nobly elevated, with great range and 
variety of proſpect, which has been built at different pe- 
riods, adjoining to a princely hall, that had been erected by 
Thomas Randolph, Regent of Scotland, during the mino- 
rity of King David Bruce, for the reception of his nume- 
rous vaſſals. This hall is by much the oldeſt and moſt re- 
markable part of buildings, which are now altogether a 
venerable pile. After all the changes it has undergone, it 
is (till a pleaſing monument of ancient boſpitality and mag. 
nificence. The length is 89 feet, and breadth 35. It has 
yet from 18 to 20 feet of fide wall, though it wants about 
12 of its original height, by reaſon of a range of vaults con- 
ſtructed on its ground-floor, for cellars, with a ſtone pave- 
ment above them. It has a battery in the outer end, and 
above that a muſic gallery, from ſide to fide. There was a 
large chimney in the oppoſite end, and another * 
fire · place in one of its ſides. 

The roof is ſupported by diagonal couples and rafters p 
maſſy oak, more ſuperb than any modern ceiling, and re- 
ſembles that of the Parliament Houſe of Edinburgh, and 
Guildhall of London. Earl Randolph's hoſpitable board, of 
thick oaken plank, curiouſly bordered and indented, ſtand- 
ing on 6 pillars, draws out at one end to double length, 
His oaken chair, on which are coarſely carved the bearings 
of his office and arms, weighs about 60 libs. avoirdupois, 
and differs little from the coronation chair in | Weſtminſter 
* | 


Coins. In digging the foundation of the new St be- 
hind the old ane, a day-labourer found a depoſm, as he was 
working alone, before the arrival of his eompanions, and, co- 
vering it up, contrived to employ himſelf and the others, 
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till night, in digging the foundations in a different quarter. 
Before morning, he had ſecured the contents of an earthen 
pot, of old coins, which, at convenience, were ſold as bul- 
lion, for about L. 46. They were all of one ſize, broader than 
a fixpence, and very thin; but the filver was fine and unſul- 
lied. Such as had been unavoidably ſcattered, were found, 
by the teſt of Anderſon's Numeſmata, to be groat pieces; 
with a rude impreſſion of a head, hand, and ſceptre, upon 
each. They had been ſtruck, at many different places, both 
in Scotland and England, as appeared by the one fide; on 
the other fide, they bore the impreſſion and name of one or 
other of theſe contemporary princes, Henry II. of England, 
or King William of Scotland. Some, that had been ſtruck 
at Striveling, had the words RE VILLAM ; Re being the Gae- 
lic word for King, I ſaw ſome of both kinds. 


Record. The oldeſt pariſh record now extant, goes back 
as far as 1610. It is very ill to read. In ſome periods, the 
records ſeem very exactly kept; in others, they are very 
much deranged and confuſed. No record of burials has ever 
been regularly kept; as there are two burial grounds, and 
two grave-diggers, it is the more difficult to be exact. At 
preſent, there are three records carried on at once. A. re- 
giſter of baptiſms and marriages; a caſh-book ; and a book 
of diſcipline, for recording the proceedings of the church ſeſ- 
ſion. This has frequent references to the caſh-book, and 


the caſh-book to it. All of theſe new records commenced 


in 1788, 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations, In the laſt century, James 
Brodie of that 11k, and his brother-in-law, Sir Robert Dun- 
bar of Grangehill, had each of them 9 marriageable daugh- 
ters, who were couſin- germans; and 8 out of each family were 
married. A rape, committed by a ſoldier, about 50 years 
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ago, was puniſhed by his public execution. A murder wa 
committed, in 1780, on a ſtrolling en, ; the > perpetrs 
tor never was diſcovered. : 

Charafer of the People. The people are, very generally, 
decent. quiet, and well affected to the religion and government 
uner which they live. They are neither addicted to a ſea. 
faring or military life; yet the frequency of recruiting par. 
ties reconciles them, when that buſineſs is accompanied with 
muſic, mirth, and drink. They can live poorly, to drefs 
neatly ; but few think of laying any thing up. On public 
occaiions, there are not a few who will ſpend, what they 


can ill afford, in vying to be neighbour-like, with others 


who are either more rich, or more inconſiderate than them- 
ſelves. In general, they are better fed and clothed, and 
have greater variety of convenient furniture, than they had 
40 years ago. But the uſe of tea makes rather an alarming 
progreſs among many, who need a better nouriſhment, at 
leſs expence.. | 


Means of bettering their Condition —The beſt means to 
3 their ſituation, would be manufactures, for which 
this pariſn, with ſuch a ſoil and climate, and ſo near the 
port of Findhorn, is no unpromiſing ſituation. Having plen- 
ty of flat grounds, well watered, and being very fit for the 
cultivation of flax, it ſeems by nature beſt adapted for the 
linen manufacture, in all its branches, of flax-dreſling, ſpin- 
ning, weaving, bleaching, and thread making. 

Cotton manufacture is now going forward at Skibo and 
Spinningdale, where L. 4000 a-year is now circulated, in 
Sutherland, for which branch this pariſh would be no lets 
commodious, 


Of 
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Of woollen manufacture, knitted ſtockings ſeems the 
beſt, as requiring moſt manual labour, and affording the beſt 
recompenſe for it. 

A ſtone bridge over the Findern, and another over the 
Big-bourne, on the poſt- road, would be of great ad vantage 
to this pariſh, for an open communication to all the villages 
and towns weft of the river, with Forres and Elgin. For 
want of this, the daily poſts are often long detained, lives 
are frequently endangered, and ſometimes loſt. In 1781, 
11 were loſt by the overſetting of the ferry- boat on the day 
of a Forres market. On ſuch occaſions, there is no prevent- 
ing the people from overloading the boat. 

The ſervitude of thirlage, remains yet a dead weight upon 
agriculture. It retards all improvements in the machinery 
and art of grinding, occaſions great waſte of time, indiffe- 
rent ſervice, and vexatious debates and law-ſuits, about ab- 
trated multures. A converſion of all multures, and a con- 
ſequent freedom to grind wherever people found themſelves 
beſt ſerved, and the acceptance of an equivalent, for buying 
off the aſtriction of one heritor's lands to another heritor's 
mills, would bring every thing to rights, and make a great 
change for the better. This meaſure, adopted by general 
conſent, would be a laudable concefſion to public utility ; 
and, on ſuppolition of full indemnification, could do no pre- 
judice to any. This meaſure was long ſince adopted in the 
county of Clackmanan. Its happy effects were ſoon obſer- 
ved, in an emulation among the millers, to excel in their 
machinery, and art, and promp ſervice; and the corn yield- 
ed conhderably more meal than ever it had formerly pro- 
duced, in conſequence of an improved management. 
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AP FENDI 0 


Cauſes, Antiquity, and Effefts, of the Maviſton Sand-hills, Oc. 


JN paſſing through the pariſh of Dyke, no object ſtrikes 

the attention ſooner, or more excites the curioſity of tra- 
vellers, than the ſand-hills, piled up along the coaſt. Some 
account of their cauſes, antiquity, and effects, may be ex- 
pected in a publication of this nature. 

Theſe hills coatain no different ſtrata, or other marks of 
an original ſtate. Nor could they receive their formation 
from the ſea, as is commonly ſuppoſed, having no mixture 
of ſhells, pebbles, or ſea-weeds, They are an immenſe ac- 
cumulation of a pure white ſand, of the ſmalleſt grit. 
Doubtleſs the ſea has, at ſome time, ſupplied the material; 
but the winds have always been the arbiters of their form, 
ſituation, and fize. They riſe gradually on the ſouth-weſt, 
and are ſteep on the ſouth-eaſt fide. This is the tract of our 
ſtrongeſt winds here, which further appears, by the bent and 
falling of trees in the ſame direction. The ſmalleſt parti. 
cles are always the firſt ſuſpended, and the laſt that are de- 
poſited by water, after which, they lie neareſt to the winds, 
and are eaſily ſwept away, while ſtones, pebbles, ſhells, and 
ſand of a larger grit, are left upon the beach. This ac- 
counts for the ſhape of theſe hills, and for the fineneſs and 
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purity of their ſand. It muſt have been a prodigious agita- 
tion of the ocean, that could ſo affect an inland frith, as to 
throw out, within reach of the wind, ſuch accumulations of 
ſand, as are now contained in the pariſhes of Kinloſs, Dyke, 
and Auldearn. Lat the wide opening into the Moray Frith, 
from Buchan-Neſs to Dungſbay-Head, has made it liable, 
wherever the coaſt was flat, to a wider inundation, and deep- 
er load of ſand, through the confinement of a large body of 


water, forced up into a narrowing channel. But the vio-. 


lent commotions of the German Ocean, are viſible on the 
coaſt of Holland, and all along the eaſtern coaft of Great 
Britain, from the Goodwin Sands in Kent, to the Fentland 
Frith, | 

Though the era of the ſand's arrival here, is beyond the 
reach of local tradition, hiſtory takes notice of ſeveral inun- 


dations, when large quantities of ſea-ſand, might have been 


lodged, and augmented upon our flat and early cultivated coaſt. 
The deluge, in later times, that ſeems moſt likely to have 
had the greateſt effect, in this way, upon our iſland, is that 
inundation of the German Ocean which ſwept away the 
princely eſtate of Earl Goodwin, in Kent, and left the Good- 
win Sands in its room. Such a commotion of the waters 
as could produce that effect, muſt have reached all the friths, 
on the eaſtern coaſts, as far up as the ſalt-water could flow, 
and muſt have affected the navigation, as well as the agri- 
culture, of the coaſt, upon that fide. 

The era of this calamitous event, was in the cloſe of the 
L1th century, in the reign of King William Rufus of Eng- 


land, and 'near the demiſe of King Malcolm Canmore of 
Scotland. 


I. Truſsler, who has probably followed Blair's Chrono- 


logy, and the Engliſh hiſtorians, in this matter, refers the 
origin of the Goodwin Sands to the year 1100. 
2, To 
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2. To the like devaſtation in Scotland, and the ſupers. 

bundant lodgement of ſand upon our coaſt, Buchanan ſeem; 
clearly to allude, at the end of the Life of Malcolm Can. 
more; and though he avoids ſpecifying the exact year of 
King Malcolm's demiſe, it is clear, from his deſcription, and 
his uſe of the word prodigia, that he has, in this matter 
grounded on the authority of Boethius. The indefinite ex. 
preſſions of Buchanan, Inter prodigia hoc tempore nume. 
“ ratur, maris Germanici tam inſolita inundatio, ut non 
* agros modo dimerſerit, et arenis obruerit, ſed et vicos, 
„ oppida et arces everterit.“ 

3. Boethius, according to whom King Malcolm died in 
1097, comes within three year's of Truſsler's date, and ex: 
tends this commotion of the ſea expreſsly to the Moray 
Frith, © Incidit Malcomi mors anno redemptionis ſupra 
“ millefimum ſeptimo & nonageſimo, idibus OQobris; 
% Regni vero ejus trigeſimo ſeptimo. Eodem vero anno, 
« Albion multis graviſſimisque prodigiis territa eſt. Nam 
«* exundatione Germanici maris, multi vici, caſtella, op- 
«© pidaque, & maximæ ſylvæ ſubrutæ ſunt, in Scotia pariter 
« & in Anglia. Qua tempeſtate ſedeta, Agri Godovini, 
“ cujus ſuperius mentionem fecimus, haud procul a Thami. 


* fis fluminis oftus, arena obruti ſunt, quæ & noſtra me- 


% moria Godovinæ Arenz appellantur, vulgo Godvin Sands, 
Nec parum Agri Moraviani in Scotia eodem tempore a 
„ manr1 eſt devaſtatum, ſubrutis a fundamento Caſtellis, de- 
„ letisque urbibus quibuſdam, cultuique effectum humano, 
« (obarenas a mari egeſtas) ineptum. Tonitrua facta tam in- 
« pgentia, tamque immani fragore horrida, ut multi homines 
« in agris icti, & animantia quædam perierint. Turres 
gquoque eorum impetu proſtrate. In Laudonia, Fifa et An- 

“ guſia, arbores et ſegetes multis in locis ſponte incentz.” 
4. In the ſame year which Boethius mentions as ſo de- 
ſtructive to Moray, John of Fordun, in his Scotichronicon, 
B. vii 
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B. vii. ch. 50. takes notice of the appearance of a comet, 
which ſeems, at leaſt, to have much affected the atmoſphere; 
and poſſibly its approximation to the earth, in its aphelion, 
might have occaſioned an unuſual ſwell of tides, and contri- 
buted, in that year, to make the commotion of the waters 
more violent and deſtructive. Anno Dom. 110, incepit 
« ordo Trinitatis, & eodem anno, imperii Henrici Quarti 
« quadrageſimo primo, (i. e. in the 41ſt year of the Empe- 
« ror Henry the IV.), cometis in occidente apparuit, a pri- 
« ma hepdomade Octobris. Nimia aquarum inundatione 
« autumnalis ſalio impeditur, & ſterilitas frugum terre ſe- 
« quitur.” The © inundatio aquarum” ſeems not more ap- 
plicable to the clouds than to the ſea, overwhelming the beſt 
and warmeſt cultivated lands on the coaſt, beſt adapted to 
the production of winter grain. For theſe two laſt quota- 


tions, I am indebted to. Profeſſor Macleod, Sub-principal of 


King's College, Aberdeen; and there ſeems to be no doubt, 
that all the above quotations relate to the era of the Good- 
win Sands. | | ; 
There is another paſſage in Fordun, B. x. ch. 22. quoted 
in Lord Hailes's Annals, that ſeems to relate to an atter in- 
undation, about I 266, being more than 160 years later than 
the above dates. Sed in profeſto undecem mille virgi- 
num, tempeſtas permaxima, ab aquilone ſuborta eſt, unde 
mare in rabiem concitatum, fines debitas miro modo 
* tranſgrediens, domos, villas, arbores, complanavit, et 
* damna plurima intulit multis locis, ſed maxime inter flu- 
mina de le Tay & Tweed. Tempeſtas talis non eſt viſa, a 
* diebus Noz utque ad diem illum, ſunt adhuc veſtigia ma- 
* mifeitant.” 
I have alſo been told, upon good authority, that there is 
a paſſage in the Red Book of the Priory of Pluſcardin, now 
lying in the Advocates Library, at Edinburgh, that would 
ſeem to refer to an earlier inundation chan thoſe above 
| mentioned, 
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mentioned, provided there be no miſtake about the date, 

viz. that the whole laigh of Moray had been covered by 
the ſea in the year 1010. A tranſpoſition of the two mid. 

dle figures, (which would be no ſurpriſing lip of memory), 
would bring the year 1010, mentioned by my informer, to 
_ correſpond exactly with Truſsler's date of the origin of the 
Goodwin Sands, in 1100. Such as have acceſs, may have 
recourſe to that book. 

Many of the beſt lands in this pariſh, which, from their 
fituation, could not eſcape being overflowed in the 11th cen. 
tury, {till continue in ſafety and great fertility. 

The effects of the lodgement of ſand then made, have 
ſpread conſiderably during the laſt 700 years, and over. 
whelmed, with a deep cover of dry ſand, many grounds 
which the ſea had, at its reflux, left tolerably clear. The 
north corner of this pariſh, in which was comprehended, 
with other lands, the large and populous barony of Culbin, 
was, in the laſt century, called the Granary of Moray; but 
the depoſited ſand, which had been piled up by the winds 
into three enormous hills, and eſpecially below Maviſton in 
Auldearn pariſh, has long continued to affect the neareſt cul- 
tivated lands. From this great reſervoir, the ſand has been 
in a conſtant progreſs, from the ſouth-weſt to the north-eaſt; 
and a very large proportion of the three Maviſton hills, 
have, in my remembrance, been blown away, and lodged in 
the north extremity of this pariſh, The barony of Culbin, 
lying neareſt to the Maviſton hills, and moſt in the tract of 
the ſtrongeſt winds, was moſt expoſed, and for many years 
ſuffered gradual encroachments, and diminutions of rent and 
population. It was only in the end of the laſt century, that 
the manſion-houſe and gardens were overwhelmed, by an 
uncommonly violent drifting of the ſand, and the meſſuage- 
houſe removed to Ern-hill, a remaining corner of that eſtate, 
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the lands of Drumreach, and Lake, and even ſome part of 
Binſneſs, have been covered. But, from the tract of the 
winds, it can do little more damage in that quarter than has 
been done already. About 20 years ago, a march-ſtone was 


placed on the top of a ſand-hill, from 40 to 5o feet in 


height, to make it more conſpicuous ; ſome ſaid, the march 
would tumble down; others, that it would fink out of fight, 
in the ſand, But the ftone always remained viſible, finking 
gradually, with the hill, till the hill had entirely forſook it, 
and fled. From the north-eaſt corner of this pariſh, where 
the ſand has been long accumulating, it is by ftrong winds 
carried into the ſea, and ſometimes is carried acroſs the river 
mouth. At the town of Findern, in a blowing day, one may 
feel the ſand * ſtriking on his face, from the weſt 
ſide. - 

Another effect of the ſand-hills, is a change made, in the 
laſt century, of the bed and mouth of the river, which has 
now got a ſhorter paſſage to the ſea, and occaſioned an en- 
tire removal of the harbour and town of Findern, for more 
than half-a-mile down the frith. There is a narrow neck 
of land, belonging to the pariſh of Kinloſs, and barony of 
Meurton, to which it lay contiguous, while it was on the 
right ſide of the river. It ſtretched up the frith, for about 


z 3 miles, towards the Maviſton hills. On this neck, now co- 


vered with ſand and bent-graſs, and fit only for ſheep pa- 
ſture, and ſummer huts, for {tell fiſhings, ſtood the town and 
harbour of Findern, three-fourths of a mile weſt of where 
they now are. At the weſter end of this neck of land, now 
called | 

The Old Bar, lay the mouth of the river, which then 
run between this bar and the eſtate of Culbin, in the 
pariſh of Dyke. The old bed of the river is yet vi- 
ible, and the old bar is yet inſulated during the flood of 
ſpring tides, except at its weſter end, where the ground is 

Vor, XX. G g higheſt, 
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higheſt, in a place where the river had formerly run. This 
ſhews, that the river has been damed up by the drifting of 
ſand; and that this had moſt probably happened during the 
high winds in the laſt century, which gave the finiſhing 
ſtroke to the depopulation of Culbin. As the river then en- 
tered the frith io near to Maviſtun hills, it is preſumable, that 
the ſand had then choked and filled up the mouth and hed 
of the river, and this, with concurrence of the firſt land ſpet, 
has made the river cut its way through the eaſter end of 
the flat and narrow neck before mentioned, fo as to leave it, 
with the old town and harbour, on the left fide. 

People alive 4o years ago, remembered to have ſeen the 
ſtones of old Findern removed to the eaſter fide of the new 
channel, and apphed in building the firſt houſes of the pre- 
ſent town, on the Meurton fide, from which the old bar, 
now contiguous to, the pariſh of Dyke, had been completely 
disjoined. | 

Since the former PIN was deſerted, both ends of the 
old bar have been conſiderably waſhed away and ſhortened 
by the tides. Some of the ſtones of the old town, which 


have ſubſided, are yet to be ſeen at ebb of tide, in a clear 


day, lying at the bottom of the ſalt- water, when boats are 
paſſing over them. And theſe remnants of the old houſes, 
are more than half. a- mile weſt of where the preſent town 
ſtands. , 

But though the river forced a direct paſſage into the ſea, 
it has not been able to keep a clear channel into the deep 
water. A new bar, oppoſite to its preſent mouth, 18 
ſtretching weſtward, between which and the old bar, the 
ſafeſt acceſs into the preſent harbour is ſrom the well. 
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NUMBER X. 
PARISH OF COLLACE, 


{(CoonTY or PERTH, SYNOD OF PERTH AND STIRLING; 
PRESBYTERY OF PERTH). 


By a friend to Statitical Inquiries. 


(> OLLACE, the etymology of which is uncertain, lies 

- on the north ſide of the Sidla ridge of hills, 7 miles 
north-eaſt of Perth, and 6 fouth-ſouth- weſt of Cupar; in 
the preſbytery, ſynod, and county of Perth; bounded, on 
the welt, by the parith of St Martin; on the north and caſt, 
by Cargill; on the ſouth-eaſt, by Abernyte; on the ſouth 
and ſouth-weſt, by Kimmaird and Kilnſpindie; being about 
2 miles in length, and as much in breadth, 


Appearance, Soil, Uc-—The northern diviſion of this pa- 
tiſh, tolerably uniform, and riſing gently towards the hills, 
conſiſts, partly of a light black loam, partly of mortar, 
on a bottom of till, and partly of ſandy and moſſy tracts, of 
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no great extent. The diſtri ſouthward of the church, forms 
2 portion of the elevated ridge already mentioned, which, 
with little interruption, extends from Perth, eaſt- north. eaſt, 
to Red-head, a promontory on the coaſt of Angus. The 
acchvity of thoſe hills fronting the north, is in ſome places 
improved, and in others yields tolerable paſtures : but the 
ſummit is every where covered with ſhort heath, Dunfin. 
nan hill excepted. 


Population The population of Collace will appear from 


the following Statiſtical Table : 


Number of inhabitants in the pariſh, 473 

— males, - 245 

FR females, . Eh 228 

j ers, - - 9 

widows, - - 16 

. en, 5 e 14 

— inconſiderable tenants, - 89 

— cottagers, 8 - I2 

2 erwandern males, - 42 

females, - 41 

— — miniſter, — - I 

— choolmaſter, > | Þ I 

— gardener, 5 1 

— maſons, - — 2 

- weaver-apprentices, — 6 

— ſhoemakers, — 3 

— tailors, — 4 
— wrights, - - 6 

flax-dreſſers, - $ 

millers, „ N 2 

day-labourers, - 3 

Z 1 


5 0 retailer of ale and whiſky, 


2 
1 
8 
8 


41 


SS 


8 
S 
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Number of merchants, — i 3 
butcher, - 4 1 
ſmiths, — - 2 
weavers, - - 47 


The number of inhabitants below 10 ts 93; between 10 
and 20, 68; 20 and 50, 211; 50 and yo, 77; yo and 80, 
23; 80 and go, I. About 12 years ago, the number of 
births annually was 10, of marriages 3, of deaths 8. In the 
years I790, 1791, and 1792, there were, at an average, 18 
births, 4 marriages, and 12 deaths yearly. So that popula- 
tion, in this pariſh, is gradually increafing, which is owing, 
principally, to the encouragement given by the proprietor 
to farmers and tradeſmen of every denomination. There 
are 117 inhabited houſes, including one lint and one corn- 
mill. Two ſmall villages lie at the foot of the hills, viz. 
Collace, ſituated on a rivulet, and Kinroſſie, on elevated 
ground, not far from the church. 


/ 


Agriculture, &c.—Improvements in agriculture are car- 
ried on, in this pariſh, with great ardour and ſucceſs. A- 
bout 20 years ago, a confiderable proportion of it conſiſted 
of out. field, which, though very improveable, was held gra- 
tis by the tenants, and, on that account, was neglected. E- 
very farm was then compoled of detached fields, or ſeveral 
were blended together in run- rig; which were effectual bars 
to improvement. On his acceſſion to the eſtate, Lord Dun- 


ſinnan, ſole proprietor of the pariſh, formed a judicious ar- 


rangement, which has been productive of the moſt beneficial 
effects. The lands are now divided into regular farms, and 
partly incloſed ; and a certain quantity of out-field is allot- 
ted to every farm, Handſome farm-houſes have been built; 
fome of them at the proprietor's expence, and others by the 


fenant, Seven. of the farm-houſes are built of ſtone and 
| lime, 
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lime, and covered with flate ; and the reſt, even thoſe occy. 
pied by tradeſmen, are ſufficiently neat and commodious, 


A free houſe and garden is aſſigned to every aged and in. 


firm perſon, who is incapacitated for the duties of active life, 

and unable to procure ſubſiſtence by labour. 
Dunfinnan-houſe, the proprietor's reſidence, is pleaſantly 

ſituated, in the north-weſt corner of the pariſh, on a gentle 


eminence, 7 miles from Perth, to the north of the turnpike 


road which leads to Cupar-Angus. It is well ſheltered 
from the northerly wind, by a large and thriving plantation 
of foreſt trees. The manſion-houſe is elegant, and the offi- 
ces are well built, handſome, and ſpacious. 


In that neighbourhood, ſeveral extenfive traQs, formerly 


heathy and barren, are now encloſed, and 1 in a ſtate of high 
cultivation. | 

In conſequence of recent improvements, conſiderable 
quantities of ſown graſs, turnips, potatoes, and flax, beſides 
oats and barley, are annually raiſed. Some wheat is ſown, 
and yields moderate returns. The ſcheme adopted by an 
intelligent and enterpriſing tenant is as follows : His farm 
is ſubdivided into ſeven parts. The firſt is fallow, wel] 
prepared with dung, and a ſufficient quantity of lime; ſe- 
cond, barley or wheat; third, turnip; potatoes, or peaſe ; 
fourth, barley, with clover and rye-graſs; fifth, graſs ; ſixth, 
graſs; ſeventh, oats. The ſucceſsful efforts of another te- 
nant, merit particular notice. His ſmall farm, ſome years 


ago, conſiſted of fields, partly dry and ftony, partly wet and 


marſhy. This rude tract, he encloſed by a fix feet ditch, 
drained by means of rumbling ſewers, and ploughed for two 
or three years. When thoroughly pulveriſed, he applied 


lime, at the rate of 40 bolls of ſhells per acre, with as much 


dung as he could procure. In every field, thus prepared, 
he ſowed oats, and the year following, barley. The crops 
anſwered his moſt languine expectation, and were remark- 

ably 
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ably luxuriant. His ſucceſs directed the attention of other 
farmers, to fields they had negleQed, and incited them to 
follow his example. Some of the tenants, indeed, are not 
ſufficiently attentive to a regular rotation of crops; but all 
of them are careful to extirpate noxious weeds, pulveriſe the 
ſoil, and apply proper quantities of lime, which is purcha- 
ſed at Perth, at the rate of 1 8. 9 d. per boll, of ſhells, if 
brought from Lord Elgin's kilns; and 2s. 4 d. per boll, if 
imported from England. Two ſorts of bear, viz. barley 
and cheſter, are promiſcuouſly uſed by ſome, and ſeparately 
by other farmers. Dutch oats were lately introduced, and 
have two valuable properties, namely, they arrive ſooner at 


maturity, and yield a greater quantity of meal than the 


common oats. However, as they ſoon degenerate, and are 
eaſily ſhaken by the wind, it is not likely that they will pre- 
vail in this part of the country. 


Prices of Farming Utenſils, Labour, and Provifions—The 


prices of farming utenſils, labour, and proviſions, are nearly 


the ſame as in neighbouring diſtricts. There are 45 ploughs 
in this pariſh ; 71 carts; 114 horſes; and 394 black-catile. 
The price of acart is L. 5 or L. 6; and of a plough, L. , 175. 
Oat-meal, at an average, is 13 8. 4 d. per boll; barley ditto, 
85. 6 d.; peaſe ditto, 9 s. 6 d.; potatoes, 4s. Butter, 9 d. 
per lib; cheeſe, 3 d.; butcher-meat, 33 d. A hen coſts 


10 d.; a chicken, 4 d.; a dozen eggs, 4 d. The wages of 


a male-ſervant, excluſive of victuals, are L. a- year; of a 


ſemale- ſervant, L. 3, and L. 3, 10s. A day labourer, in 


ſummer, 8 d. and in winter, 6 d.; a hay cutter, 1 8. 3 d.; a 


lint miller, 1 s. 4 d.; a tailor, 6d. A male ſhearer L. 1, 6s. 


during harveſt, or 15. per day; a female 16 8. 8 d. during 
harveſt, or 9 d. a-day. A rood of ſlater's work is from 16 s. 
8 d. to L. 1; a rood of maſon work from L. I, 58. to L. 1, 10s. 
A foot of thatching is 6 d. or ) d. A ditcher receives from 

8 d. 
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8 d. to 10 d. per rood, for a ditch of fix feet. Hedges are 
cleaned, and young trees planted, at the rate of 10 d. or 18. 
a-day. Ne | 


| Ecchefraftical State. The few following facts will ſhew 
the eccleſiaſtical ſtate of Collace, as far a it is neceſſary to 
be exhibited in a work of this nature. The church, an old 
and indifferent fabric, ſtands on a riſing ground, about a mile 
weſtward of Dunſmnan hill. The manſe and offices, neat, 
handſome, and commodious, were built A. D. 1778, on a 
new ſite, nearer the church than the former manſe, which is 
in the village of Collace. The ſtipend is 73 bolls victual, 
and L. 5: 11: 14 Sterling, with a glebe of 7 acres. The 
names of the miniſters, ſince the commencement of this cen- 


tury, are, Mr Smith; Mr Ramſay, ſettled A. D. 1713; Mr 


Faichney, 1739; Mr Kilgour, 1774; Mr Baird, 1778; Mr 


Macheſh, 1783. 


Poor.—In 1783, the poor's funds did not exceed L. 84; 
at preſent they are L. 141, 14s. The poor are ſupported 
by collections in the church, mort-cloth money, and ſome 
ſeat-rents; the annual amount of all which may be L. 15 
Sterling. 


Quarries and Roads — A quarry, in the village of Col. 
lace, was ſuppoſed, for many years, to have been exhauſted; 
but workmen lately employed to explore it, found a bed of 
excellent free-ſtone ; and appearances indicate abundance of 
the ſame valuable article in other parts of the pariſh. The 
great turnpike-road from Perth to Cupar traverſes this 
pariſh, in an oblique direftion. Other roads are repaired 
by ſtatute-labour, converted into money, at the rate of 55. 
or 125. for every plough, oe, 


Antiquities. 
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Antiquities, —The moſt noted remain of antiquity, is Mac- 
heth's Caſtle, on Dunfinnan hill, in the ſouth-eaſt corner of 
the pariſh. This remarkable hill is inſulated, arid of an 
oval form, with a flat and verdant ſummit. The aſſent, 
from the village of Collace, on the north-weſt, is gradual ; 


and there ſome veſtiges of a winding road may ſtill be tra- 


ced. On all other fides, the hill is ſteep, and of difficult ac- 
ceſs, It is ſeparated from a hill on the eaſt, by a narrow 
valley, covered with verdure. The area on which the fort 
ſtood, being 168 yards in length, 100 in breadth near the 
eaſt, and 55 near the weſt extremity, was anciently envi- 
roned by a wall of ſtone, without cement. The entrance 
into the fort was at the north-eaſt corner of the area, Tho' 


vo trace of the fort now appears, yet, it is probable, that 


the foundation is entire, as the building was conſumed by 
fire. It muſt, therefore, be the ardent wiſh 'of every anti- 
quary, that this ſpot were thoroughly explored. Several 
years ago, ſome gentlemen, in digging a pit near the middle 
of the area, diſcovered pieces of the bones of animals, brick, 
and burat corn. At a remote period, this was, no doubt, 
one of the ſtations whence ſignals, on any alarm, were made 


by fire. The ſtory of the Ufurper's defeat, flight northward, 


and death at Lumphanan, is known. to every reader conver- 
fant in the hiſtory of Scotland, | 
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[ | 
i 
i ADDITIONAL INFORMA TION 
[ 5 
k RESPECTING THE the 
3 | int 
5 | | i the 
& CASTLE or DUNSINNAN, leg 
3 i tro 
| | higl 
| OR DUNSINANE,. 
* _ 
| the 
[- And on the probability, that SHAKESPEARE, Bad collected on and 
„ the Spot, the Traditions of the Country reſpecting Macbetb, whe 
and founded thereon his celebrated Drama. ed. 
| | | | of 2 
| the 
By SIR JOHN SixcLAIR. | Cri, 
Bra 
— ? imn 
mor 
HE AuTHOR OF THE STATISTICAL ACCOUNT of V 
SCOTLAND, happened, anno 1772, to take an excur- by 
ſion to Perthſhire, and being accidentally led to viſit the re- bett 
mains of Dunſinnan Caſtle, took a ſketch of them, as they ed f 
appeared at that time, and collected all the traditions re- he 
ſpecting the hiſtory of Macbeth, that were current in the 
neighbourhood. The ſtory purported, that Macbeth, after 5 
his elevation to the throne, had reſided for 10 years at Carn- tin 
| beddie, in the neighbouring pariſh of St Martin's, which pref 
the country people call Carn-beth, or Macbeth's Calle, Wil 
and where the veſtiges of his caſtle are ſtill to be ſeen. 25 
During thoſe times, witchcraft was very prevalent in Scot- hin 


land, 


Zed on 
acbeth, 


NT OF 
excur· 
the re · 
is they 
ons re- 
in the 
, after 
t Carn- 
which 
Caſtle, 
e ſeen. 
n Scot- 
land, 


land. and two of the moſt famous witches in the kingdom, 


hved on each hand of Macbeth, one at Collace, the other 
not far from Dunfinnan-houſe, at a place called the Cape *, 
Macbeth, taking a ſuperſtitious turn, he applied to them for 
advice, and by their counſel, he built a lofty caſtle, upon 
the top of an adjoining hill, ſince called Dunſinnan, which, 
in the Gaelic language, ſignifies © The hill of ants,” implying 
the great labour and induftry ſo eſſentially requiſite for col- 
lecting the materials of ſo vaſt a building. It was by nature 
ſtrong, as well as fortified by art, being partly defended by 
high outer rocks, and partly ſurrounded by an outer wall, 


which encloſed a conſiderable ſpace of ground, for exerciſing 


the men, &c. There was alſo a foſſé, which joined the wall 
and outer rocks, and a high rampart which environed the 
whole, and defended the caſtle, itſelf large and well fortifi- 
ed. From the top of the hill, there is an extenſive view 
of above 50 miles every way, comprehending Fifeſhire, 
the hills in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, Glen-Almond, 
Crieff, the hills in the neighbourhood of Blair-Athol, and 
Braemarr ; Strathmore alſo and a great part of Angus are 
immediately under view. In ſhort, there could not be a 
more commanding ſituation. 

When Malcolm Canmore came into Scotland, ſupported 
by Engliſh auxiliaries, to recover his dominions from Mac- 
beth The Giant, as the country people called him, he march- 
ed firſt towards Dunkeld, in order to meet with thoſe friends 
who had promiſed to join him from the north. This led 

him 


* The moor where the witches met, which is in the pariſh of St Mar- 
tin's, is yet pointed out by the country people, and there is a ſtone ſtill 
preſerved, which is called the witches tone. The moor is now planted, by 
William Macdonald, Eſq; of St Martin's, the proprietor, and tv whom alfo 
Carubeth, or Carnbeddie, belongs; whoſe active zeal in promoting the im- 
provement of the Highlands, will long be remembered, in chat part of the 
kingdom, with much reſpect. | 
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him to Birnam wood, where accidentally they were indy. 
ced, either by way of diſtinction, or from ſome other mo. 
tive, to ornament their bonnets, or to carry about with 
them, in their hands, the branches of trees. The people in 
the neighbourhood ſtated, as the tradition of the country, 
that they were diſtinguiſhed in this ſituation by the ſpy, whom 
Macbeth had ſtationed to watch their motions. He then began 
to deſpair, in conſequence of the witches predictions, who 
had warned him to beware “when Birnam wood ſhould 
* come to Dunſinane;“ and when Malcolm prepared to at. 
tack the caſtle, where it was principally defended by the outer 
rocks, he immediately deſerted it, and flying, ran up the 
oppoſite hill, purſued by Macduff; but finding it impoſſible 
to eſcape, he threw himſelf from the top of the hill, was 
killed upon the rocks, and buried at the Lang Man's 
Grave *, as it is called, which is ſtill extant. For the pur- 
poſe of giving a better idea of theſe circumſtances, a light 


and 1mperfe& ſketch, drawn up at the time, is annexed. 


Such were the traditions in the neighbourhood of Dun- 
finnan Caſtle, in 19142; and the reader will naturally be 


ſtruck, with the reſemblance between them, and the celebra- 


ted play, which Shakeſpeare founded on the hiſtory of Mac- 
beth. There is every reaſon, indeed, to believe, that our 


great dramatiſt was upon the ſpot himſelf, and was inſpi- 


red with ſuch uncommon poetical powers, from having 
viewed the places, where the ſcenes he drew, were ſuppo- 
ſed to have been tranſacted. In Guthrie's Hiſtory of Scot- 
land, vol. viii. p. 358. it is ſtated, that, anno 1599, King 
James defired Elizabeth to ſend him, in that year, a com- 
pany of Engliſh comedians, with which requeſt ſhe compli- 

| | ws 2 


* It would be worth while to examine this grave, as ſome curious facts 
might be aſcertained from it. It is proper to add, that not far from it is the 
road, where, according to the tradition of the country people, Banquo Was 
murdered, See the annexed ſketch. 
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ed, and James gave them a licence to act in his capital, and 
before his Court. I have great reaſon, he adds, © to think 
« that the immortal Shakeſpeare was of the number.“ And 
in the Statiſtical Account of Perth, vol. xvin. p. 522. we 
are told, that plays were actually exhibited in Perth, only a 
few miles from Dunfinnan, in 1589. It is extremely im- 
probable, that the occurrences, as narrated by Shakeſpeare, 
and the traditions of the country, could have borne fo ſtrong 
a reſemblance, unleſs he had gathered them upon the ſpot 
himſelf, or employed ſome other perſon for that purpoſe. 
The only material difference is, that, according to tradition, 
Macbeth threw himſelf from the top of a rock; but it was 
much more poetical, as narrated by Shakeſpeare, his falling 
by the hands of Macduff, whom he had ſo greatly injured . 
About the period alluded to, anno 1772, Itook much plea- 
ſure in tracing the antiquities of Scotland, on the ſpot where 
the different occurrences happened; but was too young, (be- 
ing then only about 18 years of age), to do juſtice to ſuch in- 
tereſting inquiries. J have been tempted, however, from 
the peculiar hiſtorical importance of the caſtle of Dunſin- 
nan, to ſtate the ſubſtance of the traditions I had collected re- 
ſpecting it; and perhaps it may not be improper to add, that 
I found the traditions regarding the battle of Luncarty, and 
other ancient events, much more diſtin and accurate than 
is commonly imagined ; and, in general, authenticated by 
the 


| Hiſtory narrates, that Macbeth was put to death at Lumphannan ; but 
the tradition of the country is, that he was killed and buried in the 
neighbourhood of his own caſtle. It is ſingular that Buchanan, in his Hi- 
ſtory, points out the ſtory of Macbeth, as admirably calculated for the dra- 
ma. Did Shakeſpeare take the firſt hint from, or give it to, the Scottiſh hi- 
ſtorian ? The idea of Shakeſpeare having been in Scotland, is rendered ſtill 
more probable, by the number of Scottiſh words and phraſes made uſe of in 
his plays, and alſo from his parody on the well known lines in the Scotch 
ballad, beginning, © In days when our King Robert rang,” 
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the remains of encampments, the ruins of caſtles, the vel; 
ges of tombs, the appearance of mote-hills, or ſeats of j, 
Nice, and the names of places, all affording concurring em 
Hence of their authenticity. 

The circumſtances regarding the battle of Luncarty, i 
particular, were uncommonly minute and circumſtantial 
The encampments of the Scottiſh and Daniſh armies *, the 
place where Hay and his gallant ſons reſided, called Gul 
lan, a farm oppoſite to Luncarty, the field they wer 
ploughing at the time, the ford where they croſſed the 
Tay, and the very ſpot where they ſtopped and animate 
their flying countrymen, &c. &c. were all pointed out, by 


old men in the neighbourhood, when examined by the Ay. 
thor, in 1752. 


* The place where the Daniſh army had encamped, was, anno 1792, 


NUM 


— ä—ä—ä4E ——— 


P 245 


Lo wownet of COL LAND. 


rf « 


ir heures: 


a ide, 


Hrgraved for tee XX Vt. gf Sr 


— — 


—— — 


abo Ege 1814985 
| ray om netdd 11/0 22 


N 
nbi 47 non) * | 


. 


, eee 


4 on. W/E: 


( 


mimate 


E 
S 
> 


2 
85 


0 


1 4 * . i 
. VE . 


, 8 = * 45. 2 
ee, 44.57, Ho 4. WS an, 42 2199-4 1427 


NUM 


PAR 
CounNTY 
By th 
H 
k 


42 SINCE I 5 - = YER: — — — ACE TEES Tz — d 2 hs 2 1 — — — 
— — X = " S * — SPRITE SE SS EE IE ITE 2 =; — — = = = — -- — I Et: N * n 2 ZE 
== — — 4 . — — — "= DEE 8 5 


r — 
— —— — — — 


— 


e Evie and Rendall. 


NUMBER XI. 


PARISH OF EVIE AND RENDALL, 


County or ORKNEY, SYNOD OF ORKNEY, AND PRESBY- 
TERY OF KIRKWALL,) | 


By the Rev, Mu Hon Ross, Preacher of the Goſpel. 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


1 than origin of the names of theſe united pariſhes is nn- 
known. They are fituated in the northern extremi- 
ty of the largeſt of the Orkney iſlands, commonly called 
the Mainland, in the preſbytery of Kirkwall, ſynad and 
county of Orkney. They are bounded on the north, by 
the ocean ; on the north-eaſt, by a frith called Enhallow 
Sound, which divides Evie from the iſlands of Enhallow 
and Rouſay ; on the eaſt, by the continuance of the ſame 
ſound, ſeparating theſe pariſhes from the iſlands of Wier, 
Gairſay, and Shapinſhay ; on the ſouth, by a bay of the ſea 


called Damſay Sound, ſeparating Rendall from the pariſh 
of 
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of Kirkwall and St Ollay, and part of the pariſh of Friti, 


and on the weſt, by the pariſhes of Harray and Birſay; 


from which theſe united pariſhes are ſeparated by a chain 


of hilly ground, wholly covered with peat-moſs and heath, 
and a freth water loch or lake, two miles long, and about 
one-half mile broad. Theſe pariſhes lie wholly along the 
ſea-ſhore. The extreme length, from the ſouth-eaſt point 
of Rendall, to the north-weſt point of Evie, is about ten 


miles; the breadth of the inhabited part, from one mile to 


a mile and a half. There is a kind of earthen fence, called 
the Hill Dike, which runs along the whole length of both 
pariihes, and ſeparates the corn and graſs grounds from the 
hills, moſſes, and moors, which lie betwixt theſe and the 


neighbouring pariſhes, and which form an undivided com- 


mon. From this dike the cultivated ground generally 
lies in an eaſy ſlope to the ſea-ſhore, which is low and flat 
till within about a mile of the north weſt extremity of Evie, 
when it riſes into a bold rocky promontory called Coſtay- 
head, which forms the ſouth fide of the entrance to We- 
firay Frith, the north fide of the entrance being formed by 
a ſimilar promonK.. , in the iſland of Weſtray, at about five 
or fix leagues diſtance. The iſland of Gairſay, ſeparated 
from Rendall by a ſtrait of about a mile and a half broad, 
with three holms, or ſmall uninhabited iſlands, le in theſe 
united pariſhes. Gairſay is a green hill, of nearly a coni- 
cal figure, from three to four miles in circumference at the 
baſe, having a pretty large manſion-houſe, now almoſt in 
ruins, and a tolerable farm, with four ſmall farms, and ſome 
cottages, lying on the ſouth fide of it. It has alfo an excel- 
lent ſmall harbour, called the Mill. burn, perfectly ſecured 
on all ſides by the iſland itſelf, and a ſmall holm, which co- 
vers the entrance to the ſouth, leaving a paſſage on each ſide 


of it to the harbour. 
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Extent of Coaſt, Kelp, &c.—The whole extent of coaſt, - 
excluſive of Gairſay and the holms, may be 13 or 14 miles; 
and the ſhores, being moſtly flat and rocky, prodnce ſea- 
weed or tang, from which kelp is made to the amount of 
70 tons at an average, yearly. The expence of manufactu- 
ring which is from a guinea to a guinea and a half per ton; 
but the expence of this, as well as every other kind of la- 
bour, is daily increaſing. 

Soil and Culture. Theſe pariſhes are tolerably fertile, 
and produce pretty good crops, conſidering the variable cli- 
mate and defective mode of culture. The ſoil, in general, 
is rather ſhallow, an admixture of clay and ſand on a rocky 
bottom, which renders it wet in winter, and liable to be 
poached by the cattle, as there is no winter herding, nor 
any incloſures. The corn lands have been kept in perpe- 
tual tillage for time immemorial, without fallowing, or 
any rotation of crops, except bear and ſmall grey oats alter- 
nately. In Evie the principal manure 1s ware or ſea-weed, 
of which there is generally a ſuſficient quantity drove on 
ſhore during the winter and ſpring. In Rendall, having 
little of this kind of manure, as its ſhores are ſurrounded 
with iſlands, they uſe a compoſt of earth and dung, and in 
ſome places ſea-weed of an inferior quality. To procure 
this earth, they pare off the ſurface of the graſs and paſture 
grounds, in many places to the totally impoveriſhing- the 
foil, and rendering it wholly uſeleſs. The Orkney ſide- 
plough, with one ſtilt, is univerſally uſed, It is drawn by 
three or four ſmall horſes a-breaſt, and though, to a ſtranger, 
it ſeems a very auk ward trifling machine, totally unfit for 
tillage, (as it certainly is in a {tiff ſoil), yet, where the 
ground has been in conſtant tillage, with an experienced 

ploughman, it performs a great deal of work, and in a man- 
ner far beyond expectation; inſomuch, that the preſent in- 

Vol. XX. C3 cumbent, 
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eumbent, a ſtranger in Orkney, and much prejudiced 
againſt this machine, affirms, that after repeated careful 
trials, he could diſcover no difference betwixt the crops rai- 
ſed after this plough, and the crops raiſed after a very good 
two-ftilted one. The returns of bear are from five to fix 
feeds ; of the oats three, or three and a half, ſeldom or ever 
four. The only improvement attempted in theſe pariſhes 
is rearing potatoes. In 1769, there were none raiſed in 
either pariſh, except a few in Rendall, in lazy-beds; and as 
late as 1784 there were none raiſed in Evie. They are 
now univerfally cultivated with ſucceſs, in ſufficient quan- 
tities for the inhabitants, but very few for ſale, there being 
no market for them. The only other vegetable raiſed is 
cabbage, which thrives exceeding well; and the mini- 
ſter's garden ſhews, that all the other vegetables raiſed in 
the north of Scotland, would thrive equally well in theſe 
. Pariſhes. The ground in cultivation amounts to about 1200 
planks, of 40 fathoms, or 80 yards ſquare, each; all the 
other ground conſiſts of meadow, (from which ſome hay is 
made), and ſome very good natural graſs and paſture. By 
far the greater part of the rents are payable in kind, that is, 
in bear or malt, oat-meal, tallow, butter, poultry, peats, 
and but a trifle in money. The whole amounting, at the 
ordinary converſion, to about L. 800 Sterling. 


Size of Farms, Horſes, Cattle, &c.—Fhe farms are gene- 
rally very ſmall, conſiſting of from 6 to 10 or 12 planks of 
arable land, befides graſs and paſture. There are indeed 
three or four tenants who rent tolerable farms ; but of theſe 
they ſubſet a confiderable part. There are befides theſe 
a good number of cottagers, Who have a ſmall patch of corn 
land, with two or three black-cattle, and perhaps a ſmall 
Shetland horſe. The number of horſes in theſe pariſhes 15 
fully 500, worth from L. 4 to L. 10 Sterling. This is per- 
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haps double the number neceffary, owing principally to cuſ- 
tom and the ſmallneſs of the farms; very few of them are 
bred in theſe pariſhes, but are bought when year-olds from 
dealers, who bring them over from Caithneſs and Suther- 
land, and are ſold again to the fame dealers, from four years 
old and upwards, very few of them dying in' the pariſh. 
There are about 1300 black-cattle, principally cows and 
queys, all reared in the pariſh ; the greater part of which are 
ſold out of it at different ages, very few of them being con- 


| ſumed by the inhabitants. The prices of them are almoſt 


doubled within theſe few years, being now, in 1797, from 
two to four guineas a-head. Few or no oxen are uſed or 
reared, 'The number of ſheep may be about 2000, though, 
as they all run wild, without any herd, it is impoſſible to 
aſcertain their number with any preciſion ; very few ſheep 
are ſold, being either conſumed by the owners, or allowed 
to die of old age, or periſh for want of care. No care 
whatever is taken of meliorating the breed of them, or of 
the black-cattle. The number of {wine may be about 400 
or 500, of a very diminutive ſpecies. They are ſold, when 
full grown, from 4s. to 8s. They go at large from the 
end of harveſt till the month of May, and being never 
ringed, and getting no food from their owners, do incre- 


dible miſchief with their ſnouts both to corn and graſs 


grounds, Every family rears a number of geeſe and other 
poultry, | | 


Servants Wages. — The wages of a capable man-ſervant 
are from L. 3 to L. 4, 10 8. Sterling per annum; of a wo- 
man 20 8. to 30 s. All ſervants are maintained in the fa- 
mily. Men- ſervants are rendered ſcarce by confiderable 
drains to the navy, the Greenland and herring fiſheries, 


but above all to Hudſon's Bay. The making of kelp, alſo, 
takes up a good many hands in the ſummer months. 


There 
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There are different tradeſpeople in the pariſn, ſufficient ti 
ſerve its purpoſes; but no manufactory carried on defer. 
ving the name, except that of linen-yarn ; a very conſider. 
able quantity of which is ſpun for ſale, beſides what 
wrought up into coarſe cloth for the uſe of the inhabitant, 
and for annual exportation to Shetland, Newcaſtle, &c. 
There are alſo ſome woollen ſtuffs manufactured for ſale, 
beſides ſtuffs, coarſe blankets, and woollen cloths, for the 
uſe of the inhabitants ; but there 1s not one mill for cloth, 
nor a perſon who can dreſs it up after it is wove, in this pa. 
riſh, nor even in the county. 


Boats and Fiſbing. There are about 30 boats in theſ: 
pariſhes, from 14 to 2 tons burden, with 4, and a very fey 
with 6, oars each. The fiſh caught are, excellent cod and 
ling, dogfiſh and a few ſkate, hollibat and haddocks, all caught 
with hand-lines ; and ſaithe or colefiſh of different ages; allo 
lobſters, and razor or ſpout-fiſh, and cockles. The fiſhing 
appears to be very much neglected. As there are no mere- 


1y profeſſional fiſhers, and no ready markets, every man 


ſiſhes for his own family uſe only, when he can ſpare time 
from his other avocations. 


Bars to Improvement, — Theſe are chiefly the intermix- 
ture of property and farms, want of incloſures, ſhort, or 
rather no leaſes, and, above all, the habits and prejudices of 
the inhabitants. Owing to thele, no material improvement 
can take place in the mode of managing the ſmall farms; and 


no encouragement whatever is given hy the proprietors to 


induce the farmers to attempt it. Almoſt the whole of the 
arable land of theſe pariſhes lay formerly in run-rig, as 4 
ſmall part of it ſtill does. Above 30 years ago, a diviſion 
took place, but ſo injudicious, that even where there are large 
and very compact fields belonging to a fingle proprietor, 
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and divided into nine or a dozen farms, each farmer poſſeſ- 


ſes perhaps twelve patches of ground, of a plank each, ſcat- 


tered over the whole. And though quarries of excellent 
ſtone, and eaſily wrought, lie every where near the ſurface, 
no encouragement is given to inclofing ; and the people ſeem 
averſe to a mode that would impede what they think the 
natural liberty of themſelves and their cattle, to traverſe 
every field at pleaſure during the greateſt part of the year. 
The preſent miniſter wiſhed to incloſe at leaft part of his 
glebe, but met with every obſtruction, not only from his 
loweſt and moſt turbulent neighbours, but alſo from the 
late factor of his principal heritor. 

Were proper encouragement given, and prudent methods 
followed, 'to promote improvements 1n agriculture, there 


cannot be a doubt but that the value of theſe pariſhes might 


be greatly increaſed, both to the proprietors and communi- 
ty. There are 13 heritors in theſe pariſhes. Only two of 
them are of any conſequence, and both of them non-reſi- 
dent, viz. Lord Armadale, and John Traile, Eſq; of Wood- 
wick, who' has but lately ſucceeded to a very old and in- 
firm relation. The higheſt rent of the other heritors is a- 
bout L. 12 Sterling, and the loweſt 5s. Almoſt all the 
lands pay a feu-duty, and ſome of them a very heavy one, 
to Lord Dundas, as repreſenting the Crown in the earldom, 
or as tack ſman of the biſhopric of Orkney. 


Condition of the People and Poors Funds.—In the former 
reſpect, they differ very little from the neighbouring di- 
ſtricts. None of them can be called rich, and but few of 
them extremely indigent. The poors funds are miſerable 
indeed. The annual collections in both pariſhes ſeldom ex- 
ceed L. 3 Sterling ; and fines from delinquents, marriage, 
and mort. cloth dues, amount to {till leſs. Out of this, two 
precentors and ſeſſion- clerk, and two kirk-officers, have hi- 
therto 
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therto been paid, and formerly even the kirks thatched ; ſo 


that very little remained to be n as * are no 
other funds. 


Population — An accurate liſt of the population of the 
pariſhes was taken up in 1789, when the number of ſoul; 


was 1564. The liſts of 1 and mirriages, taken from 
the regiſters, are as follow : 


Baptiſms in Evie. | Males. Females 
From 1725 to 1735, ks. 123 98 
From 1755 to 1765, = _ -- 71 
From 1786 to 1796, = 93 70 

Marriages in Evie. 

From 1725 to 1733,. - 73 
From 1786 to 1996, = 44 
Baptiſms in Rendall. Males. Females. 
From 1725 to 1735, 90 64 
From 1755 to 1765, 78 79 


Owing to the diſtance of Rendall from the miniſter, 
ehange of clerks, and the people endeavouring to evade the 
trifling dues of regiſtration, eſpecially during the late tax 


on births, &c. no accurate liſt of baptiſms in that parih . 


could be obtained for the laſt ten years, nor any complete 
hiſt of marriages; and no regular regiſter of burials has ever 
been kept in theſe pariſhes. 
Many married men go to Hudſon's Bay, and ſome to the 
navy, and leave their wives at home till their return. 
Theſe pariſhes are tolerably healthy, and pretty free from 
contagious diſorders, nor are any particular local diſtempers 


known. 
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Longevity.— There are four people now alive above 80 
years of age; one of 86 ; but none have reached go, at leaſt 
ſince the year 1769. | 


hed ; o 


& are no 


Religion, Kirks, Manſe, Stipend, Glebes, and Schools. — 
The people of theſe pariſhes are in general decent and well 
diſpoſed : groſs crimes are unknown. They are free from 
profaneneſs on the one hand, and, hitherto, from fanaticiim 
on the other, —The kirk of Evie was fituated near the 


of theſe 
of ſouls 
en from 


ales : : 
maaſe, and near the middle of that pariſh, x7 or x8 miles 
q north-weſt from Kirkwall. And the kirk of Rendall lies 
1 almoſt in the ſouth extremity of that pariſh. They were 
1 both, originally, poor ſmall houſes, thatched annually with 
ſtraw. As far back as the year 1769, when the preſent in- 
cumbent came to Orkney, they were both in a very rut- 
nous ſituation ; but as the late incumbent, who was ſettled 
in 1725, was very old and infirm, and, for ten years, never 
_ went beyond his own garden, no ſteps were taken by him 
4 to get them any ways repaired ; and the preſent incumbent, 
9 officiated in them, in that ruinous ſtate, without a pane of 
iniſter, glaſs, or even a window-frame, as aſſiſtant and ſucceſſor, 
de the from the year 1972. Upon the death of his predeceſſor, in 
ite tax the year 1781, he applied to the principal heritors, and af- 
pariſh. terwards, at their deſire, to his pre{bytery, when, after a le- 
npiete gal viſitation, where the principal heritors aſſiſted, they were 
is ever both judicially condemned as ruinous and irreparable; and 
upon a petition from the principal heritors, in which all the 
to the relt of the heritors, as well as Lord Dundas the patron, (but 
who has no property in the pariſh), acquieſced, the preſby- 
from tery ordained a new centrical church to be built for the 
mpers whole charge, in place of the two ruinous ones; fixed the 
dimenſions, and gave a general decreet for the expence of 
17 büllding the new church, of L. 156 Sterling; againſt which 
revity. 


no objections were offered. The miniſter continued, as u- 
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fual, to officiate alternately in theſe condemned kirks, till 
the year 1788, when the danger became ſo conſpicuous, that 
he fortunately deſerted that of Evie, as the walls ſoon after. 
wards tumbled down on a Sunday, and the materials were 
ſet up to auction. The miniſter then travelled every Sun- 


day to Rendall, and officiated in that ruinous houſe, (once 


with only 17 hearers), till October 1794, when, having loſt 
his health by officiating there, and that houſe alſo beco- 
ming very hazardous, he was obliged, by the injunctions of 
his phyſician, to deſert it; ſo that, fince that period, there 
has been no public worſhip in this charge, except in the 
open air, in the church-yard. He has repeatedly applied to 


the heritors, or their factors, and the very hard caſe of this 


charge has been often and warmly recommended by his 
preſbytery and ſynod to the General Aſſembly, but no re- 
dreſs has been obtained; and theſe matters continue in this 
deplorable ſituation at the preſent moment, e 
1797 | 

After ſome litigation, and confiderable expence to the mi- 
niſter, a new manſe was built in 1784; but was neither 
floored nor plaſtered, (though the miniſter was obliged to 
inhabit it), till 1786. It is neat and commodious, but ex. 


_ ceeding inſufficient, receiving water at almoſt every part of 


the walls and roof; having been built by two contractor 
from Edinburgh, whoſe accounts are ſaid to be unſettled to 
this day. 


The ſtipend was decreeted in 1759, and 51. 51: 6:8 


Sterling, and L. 3. 6: 8 for communion- elements, all in 


money. There are three glebes, one near the kirk of Ren- 
dall ; a very good one near the manſe ; but, like the other 
farms, in detached parcels; and a third in the north end of 
Evie, two miles from the manſe. Of this laſt, the whole 
victual rent, (and for which the miniſter is accountable), is 
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payable to Lord Armadale, in name of teinds. The yearly 
value of all the glebes, and a liſpond of butter, (32 libs. 
Dutch), payable out of a ſmall farm in the pariſh of Bir- 
fay, is about L. 20 Sterling. There are alſo manufactured, 
on the thores, of the glebes, nearly two tons of kelp yearly. 

There is *a very decent ſenfible ſchoolmaſtér in Evie, 
with a ſalary of L. 12 Sterling per annum, paid by the So- 
ciety ſor Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge; he 1s exceed- 
ingly well attended; ſometimes, in winter, by 90 ſcholars, 
from whom, however, he derives little or ne emolument. 
By his great care, diligence, and prudence, for near 40 years, 
in this office, he has been of the greateſt advantage to this 
pariſh. There are alto a kind of two parochial ſchoolma- 
ters in Rendall, and on the confines of both pariſhes, with 
a ſalary of L. 3 each; with ſome trifling ſchool-fees, of about 
408. each; but there are no tolerable ſchool-houſes in either 
pariſh, 


Tides and Harbours. — A very ſtrong tide runs along the 
ſhores of theſe pariſhes, from the Wettern Ocean at Coſtay 
Head, to Damſay Sound, and Kirkwall Road; the tide of 
ood running from north- weſt to ſouth-eaſt. Beſides the 
harbour in Gairſay, there is another very good one for mo- 
derate ſized veſſels at Alk erneſs in Evie; and as, to the ſouth- 
ward of Enhallow, the: ſhores are all land-locked, and good 
anchorage, a vefſel may ride in every bay. | 
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Statiſtical Account 


NUMBER XII. 


PARISH OF ST ANDREWS AND DEER- 
NESS, 


(CounTyY or ORKNEY, SYNOD OF ORKNEY, PRESBYTERY 


of KIRKWALL.) 


By a Friend to Statiflical Inquiries. 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


"JO united pariſhes are ſituated in the eaſtern ex 


tremity of Pomona or Mainland, the largeſt of the 


Orkney iſles; in the preſbytery of Kirkwall, ſynod and 
county of Orkney. St Andrew's, which is the principal 
pariſh, ſeems to derive its name from the tutelar ſaint of 
Scotland, to whom the church is dedicated. It is bounded 
on the weſt, by the pariſh of Kirk wall and St Olay ; on the 
north-weſt, by Inganeſs Bay; on the north, by Shapinibay 
Frith; on the eaſt, by Stronſay Frith; on the ſouth, and 


ſouth-eaſt, by the Bay of Deerneſs and the German — 
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and on the ſouth-weſt, by the pariſh of Holme. It is about 
6x miles long, and from one to three miles broad; and is 
joined to the peninſula of Deerneſs by a narrow neck of 
land, about a mile long. Tradition ſays, that this peninſula 
was once frequented by deers, from whence the name 
Deerneſs. In Gaelic, which may have been the language 
of the country under the PiCtiſh kingdom, Dearneſs, or 
Durneſs, ſignifies a peninſulated promontory. It lies ſouth- 
eaſt from St Andrews, from which it is almoſt ſeparated by 
Deer Sound; and the reſt of its ſhores are waſhed by the 
German Ocean. From the Mull-head to the Iſthmus, it is 


four and a half miles long, and varies in breadth from one 
to three miles, 


Soil, Culture, and Crops —The pariſh of St Andrews is 
in general flat; and the ſoil is loam and moſs interſperſed 
with ſtones, upon a deep cold clay and tilly bed. Hence it 
is naturally wet and boggy in many places. It is ſtiff to 
plough, and, in general, from the want of manure, is not 
very productive. Around the ſhores of Deerneſs, ſand 
prevails moſt ; higher up, it is loam and clay; and the 
middle of this pariſh is extremely boggy and wet. The 
waſte lands and undivided common in both pariſhes, are 
of far greater extent than the arable land; and, were ſuffi- 
cient encouragement given, or the people able, might be 
improved. Sea-weed or ware is the moſt common ma- 
nure, and where it is ſcarce, a compoſt formed of ware and 
earth, The plough with one tilt, was the only plough ge- 
nerally uſed till within theſe few years, when it has given 
way to a wretched imitation of the Scots plough. Horſes 
only are employed by farmers in the plough, and thoſe 
af the ſmall Strathnaver and Shetland breed. Oxen are 
little uſed, except in carts. Till within theſe ſeven years, 
there were no carts in theſe pariſhes but what belonged to 
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* 


the miniſter, one heritor, and two farmers. Now, there are 
about 40 in St Andrews alone. Moſt of them : are drawn 
by an ox, yoked in the ſamg way as a horſe. | Harrows (il 
two or three bulls; with wooden. teeth, were for merly 1 'ed, 
but are now jultly' exploded i in moſt farms, and thoſe of t tuo 
or three bulls, with ſhort i iron teeth, are uſed 1 in their ſtead, 
Even theſe ſeem too light, and the people much negled the 
brakeing their ground. The harrows are drawn fide-way 
by a train or fide | rope, (like | that uſed i in a plough) ) fallen 
ed at each end; which .method of harrowing does great in. 
juſtice to the land. Rotation of crops 1s here unknown, A 
few potatoes, with oats and bear ſown alternatel v. have, fo 
many years, occupied the ſame ſpot of ground, Rye-gril 
and clover, have been tried with ſucceſs, by the miniſter and 
one heritor.. They, have alſo tried peaſe ; but, .owing to 
the frequent rains in the end of ſummer, and the beginning 
of harveſt, have ſcarce got one good crop in ſe ven. \ Turnip 
thrive tolerably well i in theſe an but are ſeldom uſed, 


Hill and Brno. The hill and common round theſe Par 
riſhes, 1 is black and heathy, affording ſhelter for number: 
moor. fowl, and ſuch other birds as delight in this ſort of 
ſoil. No wood, of any kind, can be made to grow here, 0 
in any part of Orkney, where it has been tried; and even 
the moiſt common ſhrub cannot be raiſed without the great 
eſt difficulty, though it is obſervable in many places, ever 


under the flat ſea-beech, where the ſtorms or other accident 


waſh off the gravel or ſand, that black peat-moſs, luck 
through with trees, ſeems to have been the original ſol. 
Sometimes a whole tree has been found, and the {inallel 
fibre fo ſtrong as to bear lifiing. And in a peat- -moſs 18 
| Deerneſs, at the depth of four fect, roots of trees and hazel 


mts have been dug up, the nuts quite entire. This would 
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ſeem to indicate, that the country was not formerly as it is 
now. | | | 


Mines. —Small bits of lead are ſometimes found in the 
pariſh of St Andrews ; but there, is little appearance of -a 
mine, neither have the proprietors hitherto made any trial 
or ſearch for one. A ſmall holm, belonging to the pariſh, 
conſiſts of a rock of ſo black a colour, that coals were ex- 
pected near it. But though black ſtones, with a ſhining 
enamel, are here found, they have little of the nature of 


coal. For though they burn with a pretty clear flame while 


the enamel laſts, yet, when that is conſumed, there remains 
only a heavy Jump of ſtone. 


Antiquities, Ge. There were formerly ſeveral gentle- 
mens ſeats in the pariſh, but they are all now in ruins. One 
of them, which belonged to the Coventries of Newark. was 
built by John Lord Kinclaven, Earl of Carrick. Another 


at Sandſide, the ſeat of the Buchanans, has, on a chimney- 


piece this remarkable inſcription, © Who can dwell with 

« everlaſting burnings.” On the top of the Mull or Burgh 
of Deerneſs, there is a {mall chapel, to which ſuperſtition 
has made even old age ſcramble, through a path in many 
places ſcarce fix inches broad, and where a fingle falſe ſtep 
led to certain death. The Corn-holm or Kirk-holm of 
Copenſhay, (an iſland about half a mile long, aud which is 


joined to Copenſhay by a reef that is dry at half-tide), 


hath in it the ruins of a ſimilar chapel, cloſe by which is a 
deep well, built in the inſide with large ſtones, and having 
a ſtair to reach the water when low. At ſome little di- 
ſtance, are the obſcure foundations of ſmall buildings, poſſi- 


bly the cells of ecclefiaſtics. In the ſouthernmoſt head of 


ke holm, are ſeveral ruins of circulir buildings; and near 
the ruins a quarry of grey flate, of little uſe in building, 
but 
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but curious on account of the many beautiful figures of ſg, 


weeds found between the plates. Theſe figures ſeem as if 
elegantly painted in a braſs colour, and many of them { 


clear as to repreſent the fineſt fibre, Pictiſn houſes and tumul 


lie ſcattered over the whole face of the country. Near the 
end of the neck of land which joins St Andrews to Deer. 
neſs, are the remains of a very large one, called by the 
country people Dingy's-how, or Duncan's-height ; and he. 
tween it and Deerneſs ſeveral hillocks of ſtones, ſeemingly 
ruins of buildings. The only other ruin that attracts notice, 
is placed on a ſmall neck of land jutting out into a freſh. 
water lake behind the miniſter's houſe. Its form is now 
ſemicircular. The wall is nine feet thick, in which, there 
ſeem to have been no apartments, or if there have, they 
are now filled with rubbiſh. Some pieces of wall have been 
found on the outſide, but their uſe or form cannot be aſcer- 
tained. Bones and ſhells of various kinds of animals, with 
peat-aſhes, have been found in different apartments on the 
outſide of the great wall. The miniſter, who confiders mo- 
dern incloſures, as more ornamental and uſeful in a coun- 
try, than ancient ruins, has taken a great number of the 
ſtones of this building for incloſing his glebe, 


Harbours.— Inganeſs and Deer Sound are excellent road- 


ſleads, and belong to this pariſh. Inganeſs Bay is bounded 


on the weſt and ſouth, by St Olay; and by Deerneſs on 
the eaſt and ſouth-eaſt. The mouth of this bay, which 5 


to the north, is guarded by Shapinſhay ; and as it is quite 


free from ſhoals, and the ground clean, being a mixture of 
ſtrong clay and ſand, it is a place of great ſafety. Its ex- 


treme length is two one-half miles ; its breadth one mile; 


and the depth from twelve to two one-half fathoms. The 
beſt anchoring ground is about a mile from its ſummit, in 
fx or ſix one-half fathoms, and neareſt to the welt fide of 

the 
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the bay. Deer Sound lies nearly north-eaſt and ſouth-weſt ; 
it is about five miles long from the Mull-head, where it be- 
gins to open; and from one to two and a half miles broad. 
Being much land- locked, and good clean ſandy ground mix- 
ed with clay, the greateſt fleets can lie ſafely in it. The pro- 
per anchoring ground is three miles and a half within the 
Mull-head, three-fourths of a mile within the point of Neſs, 
and about one-half mile from each ſhore, in about four fa- 
thoms water. It is not much frequented, except by a few 
ſhips bound for Davis's Straits, and thoſe that go to Ice- 
land. They engage ſome of their men here. Some years 
apo, the Iceland fiſhing floops amounted to about 20 or 30, 
moſtly from England. They hired many of their fiſhing 
hands here, and on their return, bonght from the people 
freſh proviſions, feathers, ſtockings, gloves, linen, and white 
worſted ſtuffs, &c. This fiſhing gradually declined till about 
three years ago, when only four veſſels came; and three of 
theſe were taken by the French, and the failors carried pri- 
ſoners to France, from whence many of them never return- 
ed. The year after, no Bricſh fiſhermen ventured there; 
and for theſe laſt two years, there has gone only one veſſel. 


Fiſh and Fowl.—Deerneſs is conveniently ſituated for 
flh. The country people go out in boats, and catch coal- 
fin in numbers; they get ſome cod, ſkate, haddocks, 
hallibut, dog-fiſh, and a very few ling. The people of St 
Andrews get ſkate in Stronſay Frith; and in Deer Sound, 
coal-filh, vaſt numbers of ſmall cockles, and ſome oyſters. 
On the ſand and ſhores of Deerneſs are ſeen miriads of plo- 
vers, curlews, ſea-larks, ſea-pies, and a large grey bird with 
a hoarſe cry, called by the inhabitants Horra Gooſe. Theſe 
appear only in ſpring, in flocks of about 200, but do not 
continue long; and the lofty rocks of Copinſhay are cover- 
ed with wild-fowl of various kinds, without name, and 
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without number. The taiſte, or black guillemote, build; 
her neſt in the cliffs; the kittewakes are by themſelves, in 
the ealt end of the rock, the whole ſurface of which they 
render white, as that of the other end is mottled black and 
white, by the auks, the ſcouts, the cormorants, the hag; 
the gulls, &c. &c. which crowd upon every ſhelf. The 
people of this iſland get vaſt quantities of ſea-fowls, egg, 
and feathers ; which lalt they ſell for g d. per lib. The me. 


thod of getting them is this: A boy, having a rope tied 


round his waiſt, is turned over the brink of the rock, quite 
out of ſight of thoſe who ſupport him, by holding in their 
hands the end of the rope. The boy, as ſoon as he come 
where the birds or eggs are, ſecures them ; and, when load- 
ed, informs thoſe above, by figns which they mutually un. 
derſtand, how to direct the rope, when to lower, and when 
to pull up. He has a ſtaff to defend him from the rugged 
points and ſhelves. A human being, ſuſpended from the 
top of a cliff 50 fathoms high, is, to a ſtranger, a dreadful 
fight ; but the roc&men, as they are properly and ſignificant. 
ly called, walk on the very edges of the ſhelves, in the very 
face of the rock, with the greateſt unconcern. 


Horſes, Cattle, Cc. —There are few horſes bred in theſe 
pariſhes, or in any part of Orkney, moſt of them being 
brought from Caithneſs and Strathnaver, when a year old, 
and are then called fazgs. A ſtaig coſts from five to twelve 
guineas, and after being employed in the farm, and kept at 
a conſiderable expence for four or five years, is ſold again 


to Caithneſs, at nearly the ſame price he was bought at. The 


number of horſes in both pariſhes may be from 650 to 67% 
The black-cattle are of a ſmall and very unhandſome breed, 
and are all rearcd in the pariſh, There may be of then 
from goo to 1000. Sheep run wild on the moors and com- 
mons; they are ſmall, and much neglected, and the number 
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of them difficult to be aſcertained. Moft families in the pa- 
riſh rear ſwine, which are generally of a black or reddiſh co- 
lour, and of a very diminutive fize. They do great miſ- 
chief to the fields with their ſnouts. Their number is not 


below 500. 


Population. — The return to Dr Webſter, in 1755, from 
St Andrews and Deerneſs, was 1650 ſouls. At preſent, 
there are in St Andrews 133 families, conſiſting of 675 per- 
ſons; and in Deerneſs, (including Copinſhay, an ifland of a 
mile long, inhabited by two families), there. are 131 fami- 
lies, and 660 ſouls. The baptiſms in St Andrews alone, 
for one year, are 30. Marriages 5 . There are no regiſters 
of the burials kept in either parifh ; but, one year with ano- 
ther, there were about 8 burials yearly in St Andrews fince 


the preſent incumbent was ſettled, 


The population of both pariſhes, amounting to 13 3 6, 15 
conſiderably below the return made to Dr Webſter, and 
alſo mach below an enumeration made by Mr Scollay the 
laſt incumbent, in 1772, when the inhabitants of both pa- 
riſhes were 1515. The only cauſe that can be aſſigned for 
ſo great a decreaſe, is the continual drain of men to the na- 


vy, to the northern fiſheries, and, above all, to Hudſon's 


Bay. Before the year 1741, the Hudſon Bay Company's 
ſervants were all taken from England, Ireland, or the Shet- 
land iſles. About 1741, or 1743, they began to get a few 
from Orkney, and finding them to be ſubmiſſive and indu- 
ſtrious, they now take moſt, or all, of their tradesfolk and 
contracted ſervants from this country. Theſe, by the beſt 
accounts that can be collected from the moſt intelligent of 
the people who have been there, amount to about 1000 in 
all. Some of them are cut off by accidents every year; 
ſome of them axe rendered uſeleſs by ſickneſs; and many 
of them, when their indentures are up, return home. To 
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ſupply their places, about from 100 to 130 perſons go an. 
nually to Hudſon's Bay, from the Mainland and the other 
illes. 
| Servants Wages. — To the ſame cauſes, and that many tf 
the inhabitants are employed in making kelp during the 
ſummer months, may be aſcribed the great ſcarcity of fer. 
vants, both in theſe pariſhes and all over the country. A 
man-ſervant has from two to four guineas yearly; anda 
woman-ſervant from 12 8. to 205.3 and herds in proportion, 
All ſervants are maintained in the family. A day, labour. 
er has from 6 d. to 18. per day, and when working in kelp, 
from 138. to 168. a- month, with four ſtones of meal. A 
woman-ſervant, at kelp, has 8 8. per month, and three ſtones 
of meal. 


Church, 9c.—There are two churches belonging to this 
charge, at which the miniſter officiates alternately. The 


church of St Andrews was rebuilt about 40 years ago, but 


is now in a ruinous and dangerous ſtate ; and though the 
preſent incumbent has repeatedly applied to the heritors to 
get it repaired, and both his preſpytery and ſynod have, 
year after year, ſtated this grievance to the General Al- 
ſembly, nothing has yet been done to leſſen the danger, 
St Peter's church, in Deerneſs, is now roofleſs. In 178g, 
it was declared by tradeſmen, on oath, too ſmall, ruinons, 
and irreparable; a decreet was paſſed by the preſbytery for 
a new one; and this year, the heritors, after à long and un- 
accountable delay, have at laſt paid a part of their propor 
tions for erecting it; ſo that, it is oped, it will be built and 
finiſhed next year. The church of Dcerneſs, is, by land, 
eightand a half miles diſtant from the manſe, with a bad road, 
The manſe was built about 25 years ago, but ſo ſuperficial 
ly execute d, as t0 be ſcarce habitable when the preſent in. 
: | cumbent 
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cumbent was ſettled. After a litigious and expenfive pro- 
ceſs, it was completely. repaired about three years ago, and 
is now the beſt in the country. The glebe was, at the ad- 
miſſion of the preſent incumbent, in value about L. 4 Ster- 
ling yearly. It is now confiderably better, he having, at 
his own expence, incloſed the whole, and ſubdivided a part 
with ſufficient ſtone-dikes, (copped with fail or turf), of 
from three one-half to five feet high. The expence of in- 
cloſing has been above 100 guineas. There is alfo a glebe 
in the pariſh of Deerneſs, which rents at between L. 4 and 
L. 5 Sterling. The ftipend of this charge, by a decreet of 
the Court of Seffion, in 1729, was fixed at L. 500 Seots in 


money, and 10 meils of oat-meal, communion-elements in- 


cluded, The late Mr Scollay obtained a decreet of aug- 
mentation, for 8 meils 5 fettings of oat-meal, 14 meils of 
walt, and 5 barrels of greate butter, in the year 1773; but 
it has never yet been localled, nor the arrears paid up. The 
whole, including the allowance for communion- elements, 
does not exceed L. 75 Sterling. Lord Dundas is patron of 
this, and moſt of the other charges in Orkney. The Socie 
ty for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge have a ſehool in 
Deerneſs, with a ſalary of L. 15. The ſchoolmaſter, who 
is a ſenſible man, and ſucceſsful in teaching, gets no fees 
from his ſcholars. He has brought up, in a decent manner, 
a family of to children, 


Poor.— The addy fs ſund for the relief of the poor, is the 
Sabbath collections, which amount to about 30 8. yearly. 
No quarterly aſſeſſments are laid on in this pariſh, or in 


any part of the country, The number of poor on the I 
is 25, 


Rent of the Pariſh —The valued rent of the united pa- 
nſhes, according to the original valuation, taken in 1653, is 
L. 4931, 
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IL. 4931: 15 : 04 Scots. And the real rent, as appears from 
a rental given in to the Court of Seſſion in the year 1972, is 
212 barrels 50 liſpunds and 74 merks of butter, 938 meil z 
ſettings and 19 merks of malt, 35 meils 3 ſettings and 18 
merks of oat-meal, and L. 132: 6: 104 Scots in money, 
The whole, at a moderate converſion, amounting to L. 5826, 
68. 112d, Scots, or L. 485: 10: 7 Sterling. The yearly 
value of the great and ſmall teinds may be about L. 100 
Sterling, out of which the minilter's ſtipend is paid. The 
lands in theſe pariſhes pay a very high ſuperior duty; { 
that, were it not for the confiderable quantity of kelp ma. 
nufactured on the ſhores, many of the eſtates would be ſcarce 
worth holding. 


_ 


Price of Provijions—When Brand wrote his deſcription 
of Orkney, about the beginning of this century, a cow was 
ſold for L. 4 or L. 5 Scots; a ſheep, for 14 8. Scots; a calf, 
for 5 s. Scots; and a lamb at the ſame price. Butter was 
then 2 d. Sterling the merk, (4 lib. Dutch, equal 3 merks), 
and a horſe, L. 12 Scots. About 10 years ago, a good cow 
was ſold for 30 8. Sterling; a ſheep, for 25. 6d.; a lamb, 
for 18. 2 d.; a calf, for 18s. Butter, 4 d. per lib. ; and a 
horſe, for L. 4 or L. 5 Sterling; a gooſe, for 8 d.; a hen, for 
3 d.; and eggs, at 2 d. per dozen, Now, cows are ſold at 
from L. 3 to L. 4 Sterling; ſheep, for 6s. ; lambs, or calves, 
for 2 8. 6d. each. Butter, 7 d. per lib. ; an ox, L. 5, 105; 
a horſe, L. 12; a gooſe, 15. 6 d.; a hen, 6 d.; and eggs, 3d. 
per dozen. Beef, alſo, which within theſe fix years ſold for 
14 d. is now 34 d., or 4d. per lib; and all other things in 
proportion. 


Bars to Improvement. — The principal bars to improve. 
ment, in this pariſh, and throughout the country, ſeem to 


be the ſhortneſs of the leaſes, moſt of them being only fr 
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three years, and many from year to year; the want of a 
ready market for their grain; the poverty of the people, 
moſt of whom, on taking a farm, are not able to ſtock it 
without borrowing money; their keeping more cattle on 
their farms than they can well maintain; and, beyond all, 
the ſhortneſs and uncertainty. of the ſeaſons, and the want 
of incloſures and winter herding, owing to which, all the 


cattle, horſes, ſheep, ſwine, geeſe, &c. go at large for about 


nine months 1n the year. As ſoon as any one tenant cuts 
and brings in his corn, the whole country becomes at once 
a common, and all his neighbours muſt follow his example, 
or leave their crops, ripe and unripe, to be trodden down 
and deſtroyed, In the pariſh of Deerneſs, many of the te- 
nants go to ſea, and neglect their farms entirely. 


Proprietors and People. — There are five gentlemen pro- 


prietors in St Andrews, and five in Deerneſs, none of whom 


refide in the pariſh, which is manifeſtly againſt the im- 
provement of the Iand, and general advantage and comfort 
of the people. Beſides theſe, there are ſix udelars in Deer- 
neſs, perſons whoſe property, in ſome parts of Orkney, is 
ſo ſmall, as, if let to a tenant, would ſcarcely draw above a 
tub of bear, that is, about a firlot, of yearly rent. The in- 
habitants of both pariſhes, who are in general treated with 
great humanity by their landlords, are ſober, regular, indu- 
ſtrious, and being remarkably averſe to drinking ſpiritous 
liquors, they are healthy, and live to the ordinary age of 
man, There. are no inſtances of extraordinary longevity in 
either of the pariſhes, 
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NUMBER XIII. 
PARIS H OF FOGO. 


(CounTr or BERwiCk, SYNOD or MERSE AND Tzvfer. 
DALE, PRESBYTERY OF DUNSE.) 


By the Rev. Joun Top . 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


PHE origin of the name of this pariſh cannot now, pet- 
haps, be fully aſcertained. There are no places nor 
appearances. in the neighbourhood from which the name 
ſeems to have been derived. The pariſh is fituated in the 
county of Betwick, within the bounds of the preſbytery af 
Dunſe, and ſynod of Merſe and Teviotdale; and is bound: 
ed by the pariſh of Greenlaw, on the weſt ; Polwarth, on 
the north; Swinton, on the eaſt; Eccles, on the ſouth and 
ſouth-weſt, The extent is not very great, being about fix 
| | miles 


#* Some additional obſervations, by a friend to Statiſtical Inquiries, are # 
terſperſed, | | 


miles! 
four i 
it is re 
It lies 
of Du 


ſea-po 


Riv 
pariſh 
riſh o 
vulga 
ter 1ts 
Weſt 
the p 
nearl. 
about 
itſelf 
wick, 
large: 
and 1 

Or 
ſalme 
they 
ways 
ver, 
it, ab 


man! 
adde 
with 
ſeaſo 
of L 
that 


EVIOt- 


2W, pet- 


ces nor 
1e name 
d in the 
ytery of 
; bound- 
arth, on 
uth and 
bout fix 

miles 


ies, are 1. 


of Fogo. 271 


miles in length, from eaſt to weſt, and between three and 
four miles in breadth, from ſouth to north. The figure of 
it is regular, being very little interſe&ed by other pariſhes. 
It lies about 8 miles north of Coldftream ; 4 ſouth-weſt 
of Dunſe; 10 north-eaſt of Kelſo; and about 15 from the 
ſea-ports of Berwick and Eyemouth. 


Rivers —The river Blackadder, which runs throu oh this 
pariſh, takes its riſe ont of ſome moſſy grounds in the pa- 
rin of Longformacus, (hence its proper name Blackwater, 
vulgarly pronounced Blackadder, or Blackatter). Soon af- 
ter its riſe, it is joined by a ſmall rivulet from the pariſh of 
Weſtruther, about ſix miles north-weſt of Fogo. It enters 
the pariſh on the weſt end, and, running eaſt, divides it 
nearly into two parts; from thence continuing its courſe 
about fix miles, falls into the Whitadder, which diſcharges 
itſelf into the Tweed three miles above the town of Ber- 
wick, It abounds with a particular ſpecies of trout, mach 
larger than the common burn trout, of an excellent flavour, 
and remarkably fat. 

One peculiarity is obſerved of the Blackadder, that no 
ſalmon can live 1n it; and if any happen to enter, which 
they ſeldom do, even in the ſpawning ſeaſon, they are al- 
ways found dead, a little way up from the mouth of. the r1- 
ver, although the Whitadder, from whence they come into 
it, abounds with them from the Tweed, and carries them 
many miles above the place where it meets with the Black - 
adder. Every other ſtream in this country, communicating 
with the Tweed, has the ſalmon in great plenty during the 
ſeaſon. The above-mentioned ſource, (the moſſy grounds 


of Longformacus), is commonly aſcribed as the reaſon way 
that fiſh cannot freque t the river. 


Soll. 
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. 
So!. This is of two kinds; the firſt, a deep rich loam, 
comprehending all the lands near the river, and for a conf. 
derable tract of the pariſh; the other, a light or mooriſb 
loam, upon a tilly bed; this laſt is naturally wet, but pro. 
duces good corn and graſs in ordinary ſeaſons. The whole 
pariſh 1s arable, excepting a few acres on ſome of the banks 
of Blackadder, and ſome marſhy or ſwampy grounds. But 
thoſe places that will not admit the operatibns of the plough, 
are not unproducti ve of good paſture. The ſoil, in general, 
ſeems equally adapted for graſs or tillage. A great part of 
the pariſh is incloſed, although a conſiderable quantity ſtill 
lies open. Since the year 1780, above 150 acres of land, 
nearly waſte, or approaching to it, have been brought ints 
cultivation. About 1200 acres yet remain waſte and unin- 
cloſed. Some of theſe are allowed thus to remain, chiefly 
on account of their bad quality, as being ſuppoſed incapable 
of repaying any expence that might be laid out on their cattle 
improvement ; but others are left in a ſtate of nature, owing ſent 1 
more to the negligence of the poſſeſſors than to any other the m 
cauſe. neigh 
Berw 
Produce.— The produce of this pariſh is very valuable. 
The principal crops are oats and barley; ſome wheat and Sta 
peaſe, and a conſiderable quantity of clover and rye-grab prope 


are ſown, and ſucceed well. Large quantities of potatoes mont, 
are raiſed, and conſtitute no ſmall part of the food of the in- laſt, 

habitants. Turnips are a valuable crop here, as they an- not b 
ſwer the ſoil, and are extremely ſerviceable in feeding cattle been 
during winter: they are likewiſe much uſed for the keep- preſe 
ing flock. The courſe of cropping on a loam, incumbent about 


on a retentive ſub· ſoil, is uſually the following: 1. Oats or cupy! 
barley. 2. Fallow, 3. Wheat. 4. Graſs-ſeeds. 5. Pal- dent; 
ture, commonly four years. The rotation on the moor. ſoil, lers. 
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or gravel is generally turnip, barley, or oats; graſs from one 
to three years; oats. 

A confiderable number of horſes are bred in the pariſh, 
both for private uſe and ſale. The black- cattle are of a 
large kind, and. many are raiſed as well for the market as 
for private uſe. The number of ſheep now bred in the pa- 
riſh is confiderable. Some of them are of the large Engliſh 
kind, but in general they are of a middling ſize; they produce 
a great quantity of wool, and of a good quality. It is a cuſ- 
tom to buy in a number of ewes about the month of Octo- 
ber, from Northumberland, and ſome from the weſtern parts 
of the county and Teviotdale, in the ſpring, about March. 
Theſe, leaving the wool and lamb in ſummer, are fed and 
ſold off towards the autumn. Upon the whole, the produce 
is many times greater than what is neceſſary for the con- 
ſumption of the inhabitants. The largeſt of the black- 
cattle fed in the pariſh, and the heavieſt of the ſheep, are 
ſent into England; the ſmaller and lighter kinds are ſold in 
the markets at home. Moſt of the corn is diſpoſed of in the 
neighbouring markets, and what remains for ſale is tent to 
Berwick and Eyemouth. 


State of Property, —The heritors of the pariſh, poſſeſſing 
properties above 20 acres, are Mortonhall, Harcarſe, March. 
mont, and Caldra : none of whom are refident except the 
laſt, The quantity of land occupied by theſe heritors can- 
not be exactly aſcertained, as a great part of it has never 
been meaſured ; but, from the beſt calculation that can at 
preſent be formed, it appears to be 4127 acres; of which, 
about 57 acres are under planting. Number of tenants oc- 
cupying above 20 acres is 15, of whom three are non: reſi- 


dent; but their farms are . by grie ves or over- 
ſeers. 


Vor XX. l Rents. 
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Rents.—The proven rental of the pariſh, in the late pro. 
ceſs of augmentation, was L. 2180. 

Confiderable improvements have of late been wad on 
the property in the pariſh, as incloſing, liming, draining, 
&c. One of the heritors, and one or two of the principal 
farmers, have made not a few improvements, but by far 
the greateſt part of them have been done by the tenants at 
large. 


Roads.—In general, the parochial roads are not in the 
beſt repair; there are at leaſt fix miles of them quite in dif. 
repair, and probably muſt continue in that ſtate, as the 
funds at preſent are not ſufficient to keep in repair the 
roads that have already been made. 


Population. The population of this pariſh has of late 
been greatly diminiſhed. The veſtiges of old houſes are to 


be ſeen in every part of it. Several villages almoſt to- 


tally demoliſhed, occaſioned by the monopoly of farms, now 
ſo cuſtomary in this country. There are inſtances in thi 
and the neighbouring pariſhes, of one perſon poſſeſſing 
three, four, or fix, very conſiderable farms, every one of 
which was formerly conſidered as ſufficiently large for one 


| perſon to occupy. The population, in 1755, according to 


Dr Webſter's account, was 566 ſouls. It may be now ſta- 
ted at 450. 


All the inhabitants are farmers and cottagers, with a few, 


tradeſmen, employed for the purpoſes of huſbandry ; as three 
fmiths, and two joiners or wrights, with 45 labourers. 
There are no manufactures in the pariſh, But it is ſupplied 
with three corn-mills. Thraſhing-machines are beginning 
to make their appearance, being introduced by one or two 


ef the farmers. Since the year 1780, there have been , 
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| built three farm or manfion-houſes, and three farm-ſtead- 
ings, with manſion and cow-houſes. 


ide on 
an Church. The walls and roof of the church were repai 
incipal The miaift k thi : Loud 
11 ed in 1775 e miniſters o this pariſh were, Meſſrs Meth- 
1 ven, Methven, Pringle, Moodie, Home, and Home; which 
laſt was, in 1785, ſucceeded by Mr John Todd the preſent 
incumbent. The manſe and offices were rebuilt in 1787. 
a All the inhabitants are of the Eſtabliſhed church, except a 
zn i few Diſſenters, moſtly of the Relief; and theſe attend the 
— pariſh church occahionally. | 
pair the Sebool.— The ſchoolhouſe is in good repair. The ſchool- 
maſter's ſalary is L. 7: I: 1 Sterling. 
Ns Poor. There are only four perſons at preſent on the 
2 poor roll; ſome others, from accidental circumſtances, often 
receive a temporary ſupply. The heritors and kirk: ſeſſion 
ms, now llv n h ; J de nrovi 
8 1 y meet three times in the year to make proviſion 
3 or the poor for the enſuing four months, when they ad- 
: mit on the roll, or increaſe the allowance of thoſe whoſe 
: boy I neceſſities may ſeem to require it. The number of paupers, 
oaks: ay a ten years average, preceding the year 1784, is five: 
a 4 upon a ten years average, preceding 1794, is ſeven, 
e funds for the maintenance of the poor ariſe from the 
1 weekly collections in the church, the intereſt of ſome mor- 
ory tified monies belonging to the poor of the pariſh; and, for 
. e on more is neceſſary, the heritors have recourſe to the 
—_— e, and aſſeſs themſelves according to the pro- 
; Tupp! portion of their valued rent. The yearly aſſeſſments, upon 
beginning che average of ten years, preceding 1784, were L. 11, 175. 
ne or o n d. Sterling: and the average of ten years, preceding 
i _ $794, were L. 23, 2 8. Sterling. 
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All the teinds in the pariſh are valued, from wheng 
are paid the ſtipend, which was lately augmented, the ſchod 
falary, and the ſums neceſſary for repairing the church 
manſe, offices, and ſchool-houſe. The ſtipend is now fixel 
at L. 100 per annum; the old ſtipend was L. 7), 10s.; con 
ſequently there has been an augmentation of L. 22, 105. 


Antizuities.— The only mark of antiquity found in thi 
pariſh is at a village called Cheſters, which has all the 2; 
pearance of an old Roman encampment ; but now ver 
much defaced. | 

There is an ancient bridge over the Blackadder, at Fe 
go, of great advantage to the neighbourhood, as in the wir 
ter ſeaſon the water frequently cannot be forded. Thi 
bridge is kept in repair by the county, and is the only om 
in the pariſh. 


Diſadvantages, —This place and neighbourhood labour 
under the diſadvantage of being at a diſtance from coal, the 
only fuel uſed in the pariſh. It is brought from North. 
umberland, at the diſtance of about 12 miles. Lime is ver) 
ſcarce and dear. To theſe circumſtances, unfavourable for 
agriculture, and the comfort of the people, may be addel 
the thirlage to milk. 
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NUMBER XIV. 


PARISH OF TINGWALL, 


— 


* 


(CounTY oF ORKNEY AND SHETLAND, SYNOD OF ORR- 
NEY, AND PRESBYTERY OF SHETLAND.) | 


Drawn up from the Communications of the late Rev. Mr 
WILLIAM MITCHELI., Miniſter of the Pariſh #. 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


1 825 pariſh is known by the name of Tingwall, but 
comprehends in it the united pariſhes of Tingwall, 
Whiteneſs, and Weiſdale. All theſe names are evidently 
of Norwegian or Daniſh extraction, languages at preſent 
unknown in theſe iſlands. It is therefore impoſſible for any 
native or inhabitant of Shetland to give any accurate expla- 
nation of them. It is probable, however, that Whiteneſs 

means 


* Some parts of Mr Mitchell's communications were unfortunately loft 
in their way from Shetland, and by his death, the deficient information could 
dot be replaced, 
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means the White Promontory. It is fingular, indeed, that 
in almoſt all languages, the words neſs, noſs, noſe, have il. 
moſt the ſame meaning. Theſe united pariſhes are ſituated 


in the Mainland of Shetland, and not far from Lerwick the 


capital. The pariſh is about ten miles in length, and in 
ſome places five in breadth, beſides ſome detached iſlands, 
inhabited by fiſhermen. Some of theſe iſlands are four 
miles diſtant from the main pariſh, from which they are {+ 
parated by a GE ſea. 


Population. — By the return to Dr Webſter, in 1755, the 
Population of the united pariſhes amounted to 1412, of all 
ages. At preſent there are 352 families, and the number 
af inhabitants is 1786; of which 1431 are examinable per. 
ſons. The population has therefore inereaſed to the amount 
of 374 ſouls. 


Churches. There are two places of public worſhip, at 
the diſtance of three miles from each other, which are regu- 
larly attended by the miniſter, and by the people in their 
reſpective neighbourhoods. It cannot be expected, that in 
ſo remote a diſtri, two churches in one pariſh could be re- 
markable for their conſtruction. 


Manſe,—The manſe is fituated on the moſt frequented 
road in Shetland, being a thorough-fare between the town 
of Lerwick and all the weſtern parts of Shetland, and the 
town of Scalloway and all the northern parts, Tt is the 
only manſe or gentleman's houſe in the country that is not 
ſituated near the ſea, and, conſequently, it wants all the ad- 
vantages of fiſh and fiſhing-boats, of ſuch eſſential conſe- 
quence in ſo northern a ſituation. This, with the ſcarcity 
of ſheep-paſture in the neighbourhood, is a great loſs and 
 zne6nvenience to the miniſter. 
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Siipend.— This remote pariſh is celebrated in the Eccle- 
faftical Annals of Scotland, for its proceſs of augmentation, 
on the deciſion of which, in a great meaſure, depended the 
income of the miniſtefs of Scotland. The queſtion was ve- 


ty briſkly litigated before the Court of Seſſion, and was af- 


terwards appealed to the Houſe of Lords, by whom it was 
decided favourably to the wiſhes of the clergy; in conſe- 
quence of which, the ſtipend was finally modified at L. 578, 
16s. Scotch of money, and 108 liſponds of butter, with 
L. 40 Scotch for communion-elements, Each liſpond of 
butter is computed at 30 Ib. conſequently, in all, there are 
3240 lib. of butter payable to the miniſter. The uſual 
converſion is at the rate of L. 4, 16 8. Scots per liſpond. 


State Property. The beſt account of the ſtate of pro- 
perty in this diſtrict, is to be found in the following proven 
rental, as aſcertained in 1791, in the courſe of the proceſs 
of augmentation. ens 
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SCHEME. of the Proven RENTAL of the United Patife 


Statiſtical Account 


of Tingwall, Whitenefs, and M8 woah in Shetland, 
anno 1791. | 


By the'rental, where the Hall herit6rs are bolden as 


conf ret, the rent-ſtork of 


their reſpeQive lands, within) the Pee amount to thie particular ſum oi 


money following, viz. 


The rent, ſtock; and teind” of the ag net. 7 und belnging 
to Sir Thomas Dundas of 'Kerſe, 
The rent, &e. of the 469+ ms et land; belonging de; 


to the heirs of Sir John Mitchell, and now to 


Mrs Janet Sinclair, James Linclater, Andrew 
Bolt, Thomas Bolt, Jamies'Roſs, Francis Wed- 


del, George Sutherland, Arthur Nicolſon, Peter 
Innes, James Scott, Robert a 3 
and Gilbert Paterſon, 


an of the 167 merks belonging to Peter Innes of 


Fra cafield, - 


— — Sea wits belonging v James Son'f 


Sralloway;. NET. 375 


ſon, of Lochend, - 


of the 1221 merks belonging to John Leſlie of 
Uſtaneſs, now to his daughters, - 


of the 284 merks belonging to James Goodlad 
of Fitch, now to Gilbert Goodlad, - 


— of the 16 merks belonging to Gideon Gifford 


of Buſta, 4 " - _ 


of the 14 merks belonging to * Maleolm- 
ſon, writer in Lerwick, now to James Malcolm- 
ſon his ſon, ; - 


of the 12 merks belonging to James ene of 
Tanwick, - 


- of the 114 merks belonging to Catharine Pa- 
+ terſon, 4 - — 15 


— of the rx merks belonging to Magnus Fea, 
merchant in Lerwick, — - 


— of the 104 merks belonging to Thomas Jamie- 
ſon, portioner of Veenſgirth, & 


— of the 10 merks belonging to John Anderſon, 
portianer of Stobieground, - 


Scots money L. 


of the 1374 merks belonging to e Nicol- 


6M 


To7g 4 0 


2162 4 
636 10 
587 2 
$21 11 


465 10 


108 6 


60 16 


$3 4 
45 12 
43 14 
41 16 


39 18 


38 0 


0 


—— — 


Carried forward, L. 58837 


The rent 


5 


Poultry, 
The fiſhi 
Corn teir 
ben teing 

liſpond 
Lamb tei 

lamb, 
Boat teir 
Calf tein 


The ff 
Vo 
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Scots money, L. 8. d. 
Brought forward, L. 3883 7 © 
The rent, &c. of * 92 merke belonging to ö Bruce, 15 


alias Scollay, - „ 
ent- Kock 6 of the 9 merks belonging to John Bruce Stew 1 
ar fd art of Symbeſter, - - 34: 4-6 
| of the 9 merks belonging to Magnus, writer in 
6 „Lein, 8 b l: +14: 34440 
| —_— of the 71 merks belonging to James Ja ames, 1 . 
0 4 0 portioner of Veenſgirth, - 28 1 © 
—— of the 6 merks n to Katharine Tat i 3 2 
„ Veenſgirh, ö 16 58 
—— of the 5 merks belonging to Thomas Bol, mer- FRO 1 5 
chant in Lerwick, 19.0 © 
———— of the 4 merks belonging to William Movat O 
of Garth, re th at. Tis 4's 
2162 4 —— of the 3 merks belongidg to Malcolm Haleron Fo 54 
n ban — 11 8 0 
636 10 ——— of the 3 merks belonging to > John. Irvine, of 1 
Eaſter Howl, 41 8 
587 2 — of the 3 merks belong to Jane Thi, > VEN 
tioner of Deal, git: { 3 11 8 0 
52 11 0 — — — Of the 2 merks belonging to Peter Mouat, p por- ' 
tioner of Hammerſland, - 912 8 
465 10 0 —— — Of the 2 merks belonging to Henry Chappie, 
portioner of Hedg en, now Robert Chappie, ee '© 
106 69 —— of the two merks belonging to Barbara Wil- | 
| liamſon, portioner of Hogeſta,.; - * - 712 © 
60 16 0 W——= of the 2 merks belonging to Jean Williamſoo b 
| and Thomas Smith ber huſband, - 7 12 © 
——— of the i merk belonging to Jacob * Tait i in 
53 40 | Breivick, abies - 4 140 
Poultry, one hen at 4 8. Scots per merk of land, - 323 6 0 
45 14 0 The fiſhing profits paid by the tenants to the landlords, - 300” 0.0 
Corn teind per compoſition.of 16164, merks of land, '25 08 6 © 
4 14 0 Bon teind butter 108 liſponds 20 merks, at L, + 16s, Scots tk * 
liſpond, 0 4 : 522 $ © 
41 16 „ Lamb teind, 242 lambs, at L. 1, 403. each lamb of teind, or r 8 
lamb, at 3 merks of woll, \ 1 Fringe: if 26g 0:0 
39 13 0 Boat teind, at 6 s. ſaid money, per man, in 6 or 4 oared boats, 88 4 O 
Calf teind, 56 calves, at 12 5. ſaid money each, + 6 33 12 0 
38 0 0 x EY . 
eee, 9206 10 O 
5853 70 e RAD 


The fifth part whereof for teind, parſonage, and vicarage, is L. 1841 6 © 
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SCHEME. of the Provew RENTAL of the United Pariſh 
of Tingwall, Whitenefs, and W in Shetland, 


The rer 
anno 1791. 
By the rental, where the hall heritors are holden as confeſt, the rent · ſtock of 3 
their reſpective lands, within the pariſh, amount tothe particular ſums of 
11 money following, viz. | 35 8888880 
TY | Scots money L. s. d. 
The rent, ſtock, and teind, of the 284 merks of land e — 
"kl to Sir Thomas Dundas of Kerſe, - 1079 4 0 
. The rent, &c. of the 569 merks of land pay ar 3 
to the heirs of Sir John Mitchell, and now to 
Mrs Janet Sinclair, James Linclater, Andrew — 
Bolt, Thomas Bolt, James Roſs, Francis Wed- | 
del, George Sutherland, Arthur Nicolſon, Peter — — 
Innes, James Scott, Robert Roſs, e Cheyne, 
5 and Gilbert Paterſon, 2162 4 0 — 
1 é — of the 1674 merks belonging to Peter Innes of 
0 | Fracafield, - - 636 10 0 — — 
3 —— — of the 15a merks belonging to James Scott of 
wh Scalloway, r,, a 3 1 —— 
4% — of the 1374 merks belonging to Arthur Nicol- 
Et, . ſon, of Lochend, 5 - 521 11 0 — 
| #: : — — of the 1223 merks belonging to John Leſſie of 
| Uſtaneſs, now to his daughters, - 465 10 0 —— 
1 of the 284 merks belonging to James Goodlad | 
Fa | of Fitch, now to Gilbert Goodlad, - - 10 1 — 
1 — of the 16 merks belonging to Gideon Gifford 
| | 1 of Buſta, 60 16 9 * 
10 | - — — of the 14 merks belonging to James Malcolm- | 
WO | ſon, writer in Lerwick, now to James Malcolm- a 
þ ſon his ſon, - - 63 4 0 | 
— of the 12 merks N to James Cheyne of Poultry, 
Tanwick, 8 45 12 © The bh 
w—_—— of the 114 merks belonging to Catharine Pa- = te 
terſon,” 4 „ £44 14 0 05 
— — of the 1x merks belonging to Magnus Fea, liſpor 
merchant in Lerwick, — 41 16 0 Lamb te 
ol the 10% merks belonging to Thomas Jamie- lege 
5 ſon, portioner of Veenſgirth, - 39 15 © Ec be 
— —— Of the 10 merks belonging to John Anderſon, aal tei 
portianer of Stobieground, 3 38 2 
Carried forward, L. 5893 The 6 


Vo 
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Scots money, L. s. 
Brought forward, L. 8883 7 © 


* 


Pariſhez 


hetland, The rent, &c. of the 95 merks ot? to Margaret Bryce, | 
alias Scollay, - - 35. 3 0 
ent. ock a or the 9 merks belonging to if ohn Bruce Stevw- e 
lar fi art of Symbeſter, - - 34 4 
of the 9 merks belonging to Magnus, writer in 
„ Lerwick, Re 4 2 34 4 
—— of tk. 74 merks velbaging to James Jam ames, 
079 4 0 portioner of Veenſgirth, £ 28 10 © 
of the 6 merks belonging to Katharine Tait in 
Veenſgirth, * - 22 16 © 
—— of the 5 merks belonging to Thomas Bolt, mer- | 
chant in Lerwick, 5 5 19 0 0 
— —— of the 4 merks belonging to William Mouat | 
of Garth, - - 16 4 * 
2162 4 0 SE Of the 3 merks belonging to Malcolm Haleron | 
of Fitchs ä „ 
636 10 0 — — of the 3 merks belonging to > John Irvine, of 
Eaſter Howl, - 11 $ © 
587 2 0 — of the 3 merks n to J anet Tait, yor- 5 55 
tioner of Deal, 53555-2802; © 
52t 11 0 — — of the 2 merks belonging to Peter Mouat, por- 
tioner of Hammerſland, - 9.12 © 
465 10 0 — —— Of the 2 merks belonging to Henry Chappie, | 
portioner of Heogen, now Robert Chappie, 7 12 © 
108 6% ——— of the two merks belonging to Barbara Wil- 
liamſon, portioner of Hogeſta, SEE” 71% © 
Go 16 9 n———— of the 2 merks belonging to Jean Williamſon 
and Thomas Smith ber huſband; - 7 12 © 
— of the 14 merk belonging te Jacob Tait in 
83 4 0 Breivick, a 5 5 14 © 
Poultry, one hen at 4 s. Scots per merk of land, - 323 6 0 
4s 1 0 The fiſhing profits paid by the tenants to the landlords, - 1200 © © 
Corn teind per compoſition of 16164 merks of land, - „ 0 
43 14 0 bon teind butter 108 liſponds 20 merks, at L. 4, 16s. Scots of — 
lipond, . « ; 522 8 © 
gr 16 0 Lamb teind, 242 lambs, at L. 1, 10 8. each lamb of teind, or 1 
lamb, at 3 merks of wool, - r 08 60:0 
39 1 0 Boat teind, at 6 s. ſaid money, per man, in 6 or 4 oared boats, 88 4 
Calf teind, 56 calves, at 12 8. ſaid money each, I's 33 12 0 
* e 
— L. 9206 10 O 


—— ol — 


. 5883 7 
$893 7 The fifth. part whereof for teins, parſonage, and vicarage, is I. 1847 6 © 
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where any perſon of diſtindtion can have either entertgy, 


ſelf, without charging them any thing, and carried it on wit 


Enns. — There is no public-houſe in the whole park tank 


ollownl 
I: woul 
t is bel 
ad con 


ment or lodging. But the want is e made i by 
the hoſpitality of the inhabitants. 


= 


n K 


Inoculation The late ariabint; Mr William Mitchel, 
finding that the common people declined to inoculate thi 
children, in confequehce of the « expence attending 1 it when! 
regular ſurgeon was employed, reſolved to undertake it hin 


Directi- 
land, 
Deg- 


| great ſucceſs, haviny indculated no leſs atinfnber than 950, be oy 
tween the years 1774 and 1793. As it requires no great vey an 
kill or dexterity, it is extremely defirable that his brethren, Hon pitu 
in other remote parts of the country, would imitate fo laud Read, 
able an example. Young ſtudents of divinity might eally Hor Sher 
acquire this branch of the mettical : art, when attending the tude, v 
different univerſities; and midwives, when taught the prin the coa 
ciples of their profeſſion, might alſo exlily enten & how pied! 
inoculate. 1 5 entiies 
45 bour. 
Commerce t is impoſſible t. to give the value of the ar 3 
ticles exported from, or imported into, this diſtrict ; and i Huis c 
deed all the pariſhes in Shetland are ſo interwoven wil WW Cut s 
each other, that the particular export and import of ay der i 
one pariſh ſeparately, could. not. be given, or even guel come t 
at, with any tolerable ACCUracy. they t 
. the ea 
Shipwrecks,—It is well known thut numbers of veſſch "WW 
are loſt on the ſhores of the Orkney and Shetland iflapds bs ot 
and many upon the coaſts of this pariſh, in a great mealue they { 
owing to the want of proper charts and directions. It Weng 
late Mr Mitchell had formed a deſign of giving to the pub and tl 
lic an account of the latitude and longitude of all the head To 
lands, and marks to know them ; ; together with direction. "RY 
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or failing into alli the principal harbours i che ifland. The 
allowing paper was dra wn up as a ſpecimen of that work. 
I: would have been an uſeful publication to mariners, but 

tis believed that the author unfortunately died * he 
ad oy. K. 


PireGions for Sailing in imo, «ths Ae of dapper in Sher N 
lard, which lies in 509 of North Latitade, and 3 15 6 of 
Degree Weft Longitude. | | 


Mariners, ſailing from the ſouthward, paſs Fair 1 | 


which lies in the middle of the paſſage between the Qrk- 


vey and Shetland 1flands, in north latitude 59? 24', weſt 
ongitude 41“ of a degree; then they come up to Fitful- 


Head, the higheſt land on the ſouth end of the Main iſland 


of Shetland, lying in 59? 487 north latitude, 37 weſt longi- 
tude, which they keep on the ſtarboard ſide, and ſail along 
the coaſt, abont 11 miles, when they arrive at a little inha- 
bited iſle called Havra, Here they have choice of two 
entries, called the South and the Weſt entries to this har- 
bour. In purſuing the ſouth entry, they put the iſle of 
Havra on the larboard fide, and the high hills called Clift 
Hills on the ſtarboard ſide; then ſail through the middle of 
Clift Sound, ſteering on the Kirk of Tingwall. If the wea- 
ther is clear, they will ſee Fair Iſle a-ſtern. When they 


[come to the north-eaſt corner of the iſſe of Trondra, where 


they turn round weſterly into this harbour, they keep near 
the eaſt fide, where the water is deepeſt, though only three 
lathoms ; but the ſhip gets no hurt though ſhe ſhould touch 
the ground, When they have the welt entry open, then 


they ſteer to the weſt fide of the harbour, under the hill of 
Weſthore, where they drop anchor, in five fathom water, 

and the beſt ground. 
To fail into the harbour by the weſt entry, they put the 
fore. mentioned iſle of Havra on the ſtarboard fide, and paſs 
along 
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and ſteer on 1t through the middle of the entry, keeping th 


along the back of the iſle of Burra, until they arrive  ; 
little inhabited iſle called Oxna *, where they get fight 
the caſtle of Scalloway, about four miles from the harboy, 


iſles of Oxna and Papa, the Green Holm, a ſmall uninhz. 
bited iſle, with green graſs on the top, and the hill of Wet. 
ſhore, all on the larboard fide; and the ifles of Burra and 
Frondra on the ſtarboard fide, till they fee all the houſes of 
Scalloway near the ſhape of a half. moon; and then tun 


up, under the hill of = Weſtſhere, and drop anchor as he. 


fore. 


Directions Vor Sailing into the Harbour: of T ing wall Parifp 


on the Eaſt ſide of the Coaſt of Shetland. 


Mariners, ſailing northward, and coming up to Noſs-Head 
a high rock, the eaftmoſt point on the coaſt, lying in 6c 
11“ north latitude, z1' weſt Jongitude, and wanting a ſhelter 
from hard gales of eaſterly wind, may turn round the north- 


_ eaſt corner of the land, and ſteer weſterly; they will find: 


harbour on the inſide of the land, called the iſle of Breſlay; 
or ſteer on until they arrive at a bit rocky ground, wit 
green graſs on the top, called a Green Holm, and two hig} 
rocks, ſtanding up like monuments, near one another, calle 
the Brethren, which they may paſs on any fide they pleale 
and then they ſee the point of Hackſneſs right a-head, and 
Deal's V oe, or a frith, opens on the larboard fide, which ö 
in Tingwall pariſh, and into which they may ſteer throug! 
the middle, and caſt anchor. But if they fail on toward 
the ſaid point of Hackſneſs, which lies in 609 16' north ls 

titude, 


* At Oxna, they may ſail northward through any of the openings between 
the ſmall ifles and rocks, where they meet with nothing but ſeen danger, 


where they will find anchoring ground in any of the voes or friths which the) 
ſee before them, and on both ſides. 
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rrive 2 titude, 28“ weſt longitude, they muſt beware of a rock call - 
et fight h ed Unicorn, that lies two miles in eaſt- by - north direction 
E harbou, olf from that point; the top of which rock is ſeen at low- 
eeping the water, or obſerved by the ſea breaking over it. This rock 
11 uninhz. it is ſaid, got its name from the Unicorn, a ſhip of war fear 
of Weſt. | out in purſuit of Bothwell, the pilot of whoſe ſhip failed 
Burra and cloſe by this rock, and the Unicorn, in chace, was broke to 
houſes of Bi pieces upon it, by which accident he eſcaped to Norway 
then turn After turning the point of Hackſneſs, the Voe, or Frith of 
or as he. Laxforth, in Tingwall pariſh, opens on the larboard fide, 
; through the middle of which they may ſteer, and caſt = 
| chor; or, turning the point oppoſite to Hackſneſs, called the 
all Pariſh, Neſs of Wadbiſter, they may anchor there, under the land: 
or, which is ſtill ſafer, they could run, in about a nenen 
Noſs-Head, courſe, to the head of Catfrith Voe or Frith, where the 
ing in 6c could anchor, or run a ſhip a-ground without hurt *. . 


g a ſhelter | | 

ke na | - = bee wh the compaſs are not here ſet down, becauſe mariners, ha 
: | ring the latitude and longitude of the places, can direct them; = 

will find: are of little uſe within fight of land. m; beſides, they 
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NUMBER XV. 
' PARISH OF ARDNAMURCHAN, 


(COUNTIES oF ARGYLE AND INVERNESS, SYNOD or As. 
GYLE, AND PRESBYTERY OF MULL.) 


By the Rev. Mr ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, Miniſter 


Origin of the Name, Cc. 


| IRD-NA-MOR-CHUAN, a headland well known tv 


mariners, gives name to a large peninſula, and thence 
to the pariſh, It ſigniſies, in the Gaelic language, Point: 


of 


* Scarce any local deſcriptive name occurs ſo frequentiy in Scotland, per 
ticularly on the ſea-coafts, as Aird, commonly wrote, and contounded wit! 
Ard, high, a heigit. Applied to land, Aird figuivies a point or angle, bot! 
tides of which are boundèd by water. A thouſand inſtances might be ſpe. 
cilied, as Aird-nan-faor, on which Fort George ſtands, &c. In this pariſh, 
Aurd-niſh is a peninſula, three miles long ; and there are many leſſer points, 
called Aird, one of which is ſo low, as to be overflowed by high tides. 
(N. B. Ancient nam*s, accurately explained, may ſometimes elucidate cher. 
ters, &c.) : | 
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of the Great Seas, appoſitely to its prominent ſituation amid 


the larger Hebrides, which, with the peninſula, apparently 


divide the ocean into ſeveral ſeas. From a record in the 


Teind-Office, it appears, that in the year 1630, this peninſula 
was a ſeparate pariſh, called Kilchoan, after the church of that 


| name dedicated to St Coan; and the remaining diſtricts of 


the preſent pariſh of Ardnamurchan formed a ſecond pa- 


| riſh, under the name of Iſland Finan, a beautiful little iſland 
| in Loch Sheil, then the. reſidence of the miniſter, and ſite 


of the principal church, dedicated to St Finan; but in more 
ancient times, probably; the two moſt northern diſtricts were 
athird pariſh, named Kilmaria, after the church; the walls 
of which remain at Keppoch in Araſaig, dedicated to the 


Virgin Mary; and it will appear, that each of the three 


was of large e extent. 


dees Re) Ext vtent, —The Ru, f. e. the extremity of the 
peninſula above mentioned, which is the ſouth-weff corner 
of the pariſh, is remarkable as the moſt weſtern point 
of the mainland of Great Britain, and the moſt noted head- 
land from Cape Wrath to the Moil of Kintyre, between 
whith it is centrically ftuated *. The paraſh is, on the 
| | ſouth, 


It is to be regretted, our beſt maps and charts are ſo inaccurate in re- 
ſpect to this remarkable headland, and fill more fo, as to the cbaſt to the north 
thereof, at leaſt in this pariſu. Though ſome attention has been paid to our 
own ſhores, in the pteſent reign chiefly, it has coſt the public infinitely more 
to explore the Antipodes. The true place and figure ot net Lie, perhaps, of 
the Hebrides, is lo well aſcertained and known as thoſe of O-why-hee or O- 
ta heite. The beſt delmeation that bas been publiſhed, of any part of this or 
of the neighbouring pariſhes, is Bruce's map of the Pariſh and Barony of Ard- 
namorchan, in 1733, publiſhed by Sit A. Murray, that has been copied by 
Dorret. It lays down the Point of Ardnamurchan in latitude 56% 887 north, 
and longitude 69 13/ weſt. (Sea charts in preſent uſe make the longitude 
63%), A mam Aſcript map of the ame, in the book aſter- mentioned, makes 
the 
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riſn; and, on the eaſt, by a range of ten mountains, over whoſe 
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ſonth, ſeparated from Morvern by the ſerpentine corre d 
Loch Sunart, and from Mull, by the north end of the ſount 
of that iſland. It is bounded, on the weſt, by the Atlantic, 
which, penetrating deeply, forms on this fide a large bay, 
and five branches, reſembling the hand and fingers ; on the 
north, by Loch Mor'ir, and the river iſſuing from it, ſeparat. 
ing this pariſh from the diſtri of north Mor'ir in Glenelg pa. 


numerous ſummits the boundary line paſſes, by ſo many al. 
ternate aſcents and deſcents, conterminous with the diftriqs 
of Ardgower, Lochiel, and Locharkaig, pariſh of Kilmalie, 
and diſtrict of Kingerloch, in that of Liſmore and Appin, 
It is alſo contiguous to Morvern pariſh for about two miles, 
near the head of Loch Sunart, on the ſouth. Within theſe 
limits are comprehended five ſeveral diſtricts, or countries, 
as they are here called. 1½, Ardnamurchan Proper, or pa. 
riſh of Kilchoan, 16 miles in length, and'4* in mean 
breadth : 2d, Sunart, 12 miles by 6: 3d, Moidart, 18 miles 
by 7: 45, Araſaig, 16 miles by 6: And, tb, South 
Mor'ir, 14 miles by 4. The two - firſt are in Argyleſhire, 


rec 

and, joinin 8 at Tarbert a narrow pals of two miles from J q 

| Salen, £2 

| a h. 

the latitude of Mingary Caſtle, which lies fix miles eaſt from the point, 56* Th, 
567. Vide Sir Alexander Murray of Stanhope's book, in the Advocates Lib 

rary, Edinburgh, The Intereſts of Great Britain Conſidered,” &c. in which to 

are many intereſting particulars regarding this country, and the Highlands at no! 
large, anno 1740. The manuſcript map is in all reſpects inferior, except in 

lengthening the country by three miles. A late ſurvey, not publiſhed, varies N 

greatly from both. Mackenzie's charts, though in need of amendment, ate 

extremely uſeful in pointing out the tract of coaſting navigation; but it be- 4 

longs not to ſuch draughts to delineate the internal parts; and even the out. Sun 

line is often, as in this pariſh, repreſented with the diſtortions appearing to the Bar 


eye at ſea, and according to the dangers to be avoided it being a rule to ſhvr- 
ten the diſtances from one headland to another, leſt veſſels, in the dark, over- 
ſhoot their reckoning. Hence, with reſpect to the land, ſome parts are over 
extended, and others no leſs abridged, 
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Galen, a creek of Loch Sunart, to the weſt end of Loch 
Sheil, extend, in one range, from eaſt to weſt; the others, 
in Inverneſs-ſhire, lie parallel to each other and to Sunart, 
from which Moidart is ſeparated by the above lake; the ri- 
rer Sheil, being the boundary between the north-eaſt cor- 
ner of Ardnfmurchan, and ſouth-weſt of Moidart, for about 
three miles, to its fall into the ſea at Caſtle Tioram. 
Straight lines drawn between the extreme points, would 


form the pariſh into a figure of four unequal ſides, the ſouth 


being the longeſt, the north ſhorteſt, and the weſt exceed- 
ing the eaſt fide. From the above calculations, the beſt that, 
for want of ſurveys of half the pariſh, could be made, it 
may be reduced to a ſquare of ſomething more than 20 
Engliſh miles of land and water, extending to 273,280 
acres; of which, it is believed, above 200,000 are land, 


Surface, Soil, c.—Of ſo large a ſpace, a minute deſerip- 
tion will not be expected. It conſiſts, principally, of moun- 
tains, hills, and high moors, in general more rugged and 
precipitous than of great elevation; the higheſt, being only 
of the third or fourth rate among the Highland mountains, 
i. e. probably not exceeding, in any inſtance, 1000 yards; 
a height which four or five of them ſeem to approach. 
There are certainly many, in all the gradations, from 400 
to goo yards. They are in general pointed at top, though 
none can be called regular cones *, 


Vor. XX. Oo STA- 


* The following meaſurements, of ſome of the moſt remarkable hills in 
Sunart, were made for, and obligingly communicated by, Sir James Riddell, 
Baronet, 


Beinn Reiſipoll, 8 5 - $87 yards, 
Scurr Dhonuil, - - 910 
Scurr Choinich, 788 
Creach- bheinn, my - 813 


Glaiſchoiren-bill, . - 640 


— 


3 


2 
* ROY wo 


8 


$4 
* 


APs Cc *- En io Rs 
#47 : I er AE F * 
8 RIES > 


= 


— — 


3 — — 2 — — * 1 
COLO A EDT NG. oC 
- _ - . — —. — Soy ar — 782 


„ A 


2 
P..... 
5 — 


— 


. 


© IO PE £7 
5 r 


24 


3 a 


_— 
Wi 


7 


4 Ty 3 


— 


S ny ca Ee 


E— ——ů RS ee 


2 26 
#- "4069, 
a 


NU EGG 


— 


- > ne 
"273-06 


3 Ae 


— 


ED! 
* $92 


* 
_- — aid a5; 5 "TI 
. SN 2 
WADE AA > rs BO i 


, 
#=« 5 


* 4 —— — 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE 


* N. B. The total length is computed, on one diagonal line, croſſing all the diſtri 


by the travellable tract. 


+ The population of the firſt column was taken June 1795; of the ſecond, Septemit 


1794; of the third, May 1793; and of the fourth, Spring 1795, 


| This number is greater than the preceding, on account, 


ſoldiers, &c. 


Of theſe, 24 conſiſt of only 56 perſons. | 
N. B. Dr Vebiter*s roprtation of this pariſh appears not to have been from a 


enum*ration, 14d to have been greatly exaggerated 


** The population of \vidart is ſaid, on good authority, to have been, eight Ja 


age, above 1309, and dimiuiſmed, as above, by emigration to Americg. 


probably, of the abſence dl 
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PARISH OF ARDNAMURCHAN, coMPREHENDING 
POOR 1. Ardna- | 2, Sunart. |” Moidart. | 4. Aralaig,| © v DIS 
murchan | 7 | and 5. South 
V DISTRICTS, viz. | Proper, or | Mor'ir, or 
| Pariſh of % | get of Kil-| 
Kiichoan, | Pariſh of Iſland Finan. maria. 

8 beers” pCS | 9 See | Total, che colum 
Note—A. blank in any of um wa 
the columns, ſhews that no | that head. 

return was procured under] In Argyleſhire. In Inverness. ſhire. there wer 

that head; a cypher, that denomina 

there were nore of that 2, 

denomination. | larried ce 
— e 1795, 
Extreme length, computed | wy 0 

in Engliſh miles, 21 16 27 24 gad alive 

Extreme breadth ditto, 7 5 10 11 Bed pe- 
No. of ſouls, - 1514 1038 FIS 1278 | 4:4 nd wid 

- males, s LES 596 329 $79 | 2116 WM 1705, 
—— females, - $02 532 353 | 699 | 2416 MW whon 1 
——- perſons under 10 yrs, 439 216 1817 374 | 120] — 

20 —| 307 156 247 verage ch 

30 — 284 99 marriage 

— 40 — 183 109 431 hom d 

1 88 98 77 wins borr 

—— bo — 101 45 married 
3 70 —| 61 30 182 years, 

ha awe: Sar ls 25 12 33 married 

TER go — 12 3 10 45 years 

meth 4 8 1 iowers, 

— Dine, 2844 196 132 243] 89 8 
age perſons in e fa embers 
mig perions In each fe. nearly 54] above 51] above 53] above 52 dorf Gre, 
Population, an. 1723, from oman Cat 
Sir A. Murray, 947 1 pucopali- 
Ditto, 1900, reported by lergymen 
Rev. Drs Hyndman and Church, 
Dick, viſitors of the High- Ito Kom 
lands by order of the Ge- | Jales born 
neral Afembly, - 1276 443 = par! 

Ditto, 1765, by Rev. Dr eee ee | 1 ad 3 5 

Walker, to ditto, Ard. & Sunart, 1899 738 04-1. _ 

Increaie ſince 1765 f. » 3 653 1 N ino in Ir. 

— | roprietor 
Decrezſe ditto, > © 0 266 © 0 py 
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I. Ardna- 2. Sunart. 3. Moidart | 4 Arai. g, 
murchan | — 5. Zouth 
DIS TRICTS, viz. | Proper, or Mor'ir, or 
Fa f Pariſh of or Pariohe Ki 
M | Kilchoan. | Pariſh of Iſland Finan. waria, | 
il. | a” | Total, 
WW o—A blank in any of 
—| Total | the columns, and ger 982 | | 
s procured under 
| 1 ae? 1 cypher, that In Argyleſhire. In Inverneſs-ſhire. 
there were none of that 
denomination. 
3 a —— 
larried couples living in 
—_ [——— 98s. - 238 131% . 
ber of children, dead 
24 % and alive f, born to mar- 
IT 33 ied perſons, widowers 
73 | 44: end widows, living in 
19 2116 1795, - - 1532 
99 | 2416 WW whom were males, 804 
74 1210 females, 728 
47 rerage children from each | | 
marriage, 6 6 6 1 6 
. If whom died in infancy, 2 2 2 2 2 | 
3 wins born annually, pairs 2 
married men, above 50 | | 13 
82 years, - - fo) 2 E 3 x 2 5 
33 married women, above 
10 45 years, - . 12 19 3 | 
I = Lowers, - 7 16 6 | 
243 $4; WP dows, - . 60 51 14 
emders of Eſtabliſhed 
54 above 6 Church, - 1382 979 17 74 2452 
oman Catholics, 116 41 693 1203 2053 
piſcovalians, 8 16 18 2 1 37 
lergymen, Eſtabliſhed | | | | 
Church, : I 1 2 1 3 
to Roman Catholics, | 0 0 3 2 5 
lales born in other High- Male | | 
land pariſhes, - | 132 | and $170 2 
; emales, ditto, - 110 ffemale : 13 
864 | 3 ons born in England and 5 
4144 1041 WW ales, 8 — O 41. O 0 11 
Mo in Ireland, - O O 2 4 4 
oprietors refiding, 2 © 0 1 r 
0 *——- nontreſiding, [| Ardna. and] Sunart 1 3 4 81 
Mam mers above L. 50, 7 12 0 7 | 32 
g all the diſs | | | Farmers 


:cond, Spe Et A Gentlewoman of Moidart, near 70, has had 22 children; another, of 35 years, 


P the abſenced = ten ions in ſucceſſion, all ſtill in fe, 
0 . ie children of ſeveral families and individuals are not included; the diſtinction of 
ors temales not having been taken Jown 
armnamurchan and Sun; by 2 : 
peen from af dart and all Af art belong to Sir James Riddetl, Baronet ; great part of 
and all Alaiaig, belong to Mr Macdonald of Clanranald. 
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f N. B. All of tate, except, perhaps, one at Stro | vi 
taxes, being extremely necellary to the public, and unable to afford the duty on pw 
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1 I. Ardna- | 2, Sunart, 3. Moidart. 4. Arafaig, k 
murchan and 5. South 
V DISTRICTS, viz. Proper, Or Mor'ir, or VDI. 
Pariſh of | or Pariſh of 
I | Kileh6an. | Pariſh of Ifland Finan. | Kilmaria. 

Note—A blank in any of Tan Note- 
the columns, ſhews that no me colu 
return was procured under : : rn v 
that houd roger, thas In Argyleſhire. In Inverneſs-ſhire, 3 
there were none of that | that the 

denomination that der 

Farmers under . 50 119 25 60 * 64% 300 Individu: 

Drovers (included with far- | the nei 

mers of L. 50. 2 © 2 1 3 fince 1 

Merchants, - 0 O 1 U ! Schoolm: 

Petty ſhopkeepers, - 3 2 I 3 q Seminary 

Petty ſtage or whiſky-houſe Roman 

keepers f, 8 4 K 6 3 Lewiag 

Smiths, - 8 1 4 1 11 Private t. 

Maſons and cowans, (i. e. Young pt 

builders of ſtone without liſh, w 
mortar), - 3 5 O I j Ditto La 

Houle and boat carpenters, 8 5 2 414 * — at 

Weavers, - I7 13 5 8 4; Practitio! 

Weavereſſes, - 24 1 8 14 4 law, 

Ditto of Highland garters, 2 | Number 

Shoe and brogue makers, 1. 2 O 2 5 Capital c 

Tailors, - - 10 3 8 WEE 5 12] 3 Annual 

& F 11 ruin- Lit little from ce 

Millers, 5 3 ous, T uſed, 1 : : Slated h 

Gardener, - - © T O © : 1780, 

Diſtiller of whifky, I 0 04 0 . Ditto bu 

Male farm ſervants, 33 24 | Cottages 

Female ditto, - 45 35 lime, 

Miners, - | O 40 O & 4 Small bc 

Labourers in mines, beſide Small ve 

many women and child- Querns « 
ren occaſionally, — on 30 2 © Jo Carts, 

Seamen in the five ſmall} Ploughs, 

veſſels, - 2 3 6 6 15 
Ditto in the navy this war, 8 * 2 
Soldiers in the army this 
war, — — 40 16 20% 50 126 * Co 
Emigrants to America, an. 7 Sir 
1790 and 1791, by whole own eſt 
families, and of all ages, 84 40 250 322 | 096 perpetu 

Families, excluſive of in- t Ay 

dividuals, removed to the | | || Mi 
Low Country ſince 1780, 9 | II d Th 
Individual of Kin] 
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8 I. Ardna- | 2, Sunart. | 3. Moidart. | 4. Arafaig, 
murchan and 5. South 
V DISTRICTS, viz. | Proper, or Mor'ir, or | 
| Pariſh of | or Pariſh of | 
| Kilch6an, | Pariſh of Iſland Finan. | Kilmaria 
— Total. 
Note —A blank in any off 
the columns, ſhews _ no 
n was proccured un“ : - 
Eh had: a cypher, “ In Argyleſhire. In Inverneſs-ſhire. 
that there were none of 
that denomination 
Individuals to ditto, and to 
the neighbouring pariſhes 
ſince 1780, 54 91 
Schoolmaſters and ſchools, I I 2 I 3 
Seminary taught by and for | 
Roman Catholic clergy, o O I O 1 
dewing miſtreſs, - 2 1 2 1 
Private teachers, I I I I 4 
Young perſons taught Eng- | 
liſh, writing, &c. | 40 79 MY 35 
Ditto Latin, - 3 o 8 O 11 
— at the univerſity, 1 I 2 o 2 
Practitioners of medicine or | 
law, 0 - E 2 O 2 o 
Number of poor, | 49 50 20 50 169 
Capital of their funds, L. 26 0 © of O © | L.26 
Annual allowance to each} _ 
from collections and fines,] L. o 4 4] L. o 4 6 
dated houſes built before | | 
1780, - — I || 8 28 37 11 
Ditto built ſince 1780 I 4 4 8 17 
Cottages built or caſt with 
lime, = - | 5 7 5 10 27 
Small hosts, 57 24 37 65 183 
Small veſſels, — 2 1 2 2 5 
Querns or hand-mills, 2 8 
—_ - 4 9 3 4 20 
Floughs, — 1 26 9 3 4 42 
Number 


* Computed. 


Sir James Riddell uſually gives from L. 15 to L. 20 annually to the poor of his 
own eſtate, and as much more to individual penſioners. He has generouſly promiſed a 


perpetual fund of L. 400. 


Average of ſeven years. 
| Mingary Caſtle, now Caſtle Riddell, ruinous, 
\ Theſe were, Caſtle Tioram, in ruins, ſince it was burnt anno 1715 ; and the Houſe 


of Kinlochmoidart, deſtroyed by the troops in 1946. 


Including Mor'ir Houſe, which, with every hut they could diſcover, was burnt by 
e troops in 17405 who alſo plundered or deſtroyed almoſt all the ſtock of cattle, &c. 
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2. Sunart. | 3. Moidart.} 4. Araſaig, — 
and 5. South 
V DISTRICTS, Mor'ir, or y DIST] 
VIZ. or Pariſh of vi; 
Pariſh of Ifland Finan. I Kilmaria. 
7 — Total. 
— x 1 ———— 
Note -A blank in | Note—A 
any oſ the column, | any of the 
ſhews that no re- news that 
tun was procured en TIED „ ſhire: was Procu 
e en head; In Arpylcſhite, In Inverneſs ſhire - Kad; 
a cypher, that there that there 
were none of that | of that « 
denomination. | tion. 
Number of acres, | 47-344 $5,640 97,250 Wl Annual 
Moid. & Ar.| South Mor. Sterling. | 
Valued rent þ, IL. 87 8 5 L. 100 0 L. 33 19 1 L. 403 16 ; (WR Potatoes, 
Grots rent aſcer- | | | 
tained by the Wt | | Ws Oats with 
Court of Teinds, Moidart. Ar. & Mor. Bear, per 
1750, 5 | 206 O 44 230 2 05 258163 1016 79 ürlots, I 
Groſs rent, anno | meaſure, 
1792, - 1945 11 3 [1500 0 0 331 90 7486 0 10 | 
Beſides ſales of < Calves, 
woods amually, 01 265 7 © 45 oO] 66 Oo 700 4 © Lambs, b 
Rent ſpent in the *q | | Ditto inf: 
parith, - © 0 0 O 0 0 250 0 250 0 0 Foals, 
Value of export | Paſture, a 
(chiefly to Clyde | per hor! 
and Liverpool), 438217 © | 587/10 0 940150 6897 cow, 25 
Imports. 1600 0 © | 550 0 © 850 o0 3759 1 8. 6 
| | | ditto, 1 
—— — — ——— — — —— - 4 
lea fiſh 
Stock. No. Value] No. Val. | No. Val. puted, 
f L. L. Ditto of 
Draught horſes, 10 f $32 © 8 408 :; lax-ſee: 
Tafer.or ditto, 1179} 702 © 306 _ 1 1 44 97} 546 2845 ' nually, 
Cattle, > 12432 | 1014] 4563} 1151 3453] 2273ʃ6819 2926 Grey fie] 
Sieep, better ſosi, 2100 014400} 8640 [11950]7250}15700[9420 27210 0 Clover a 
Nit'5 inferior, 604 16 © } 1000] 300 924 16 very li 
Goats, - 800] 249] 1500] 450 | 699 0 Field tu 
Swine, - Of: 20F- iz | 25 0 bag e, 
Tota! value of | | | oral, 
Hoc l, | & =, 13342 L. 11187 Fg 17235 | L. 58944 0 wee, 
| Minifte: 
Anu 
per det 
Court 
* From Sir Alexander Murray's Anatomy of Ardnamurchan, &c.—N. B. Ex: 1750, 
oully ſummed uf in whe original, | Alita 
I bat of the 14. and 2d columns, was taken anno 1751; of the zd and 4th, au A lega 
1679. | __ 
J. E. 45 
Troun 
ture le 
hort 


ein 


| 
q 
8 
| 


of Ardnamurchan. 2095 
A L. Ia" ik Sunart, 3. Moidartſg. Araſaig, 
murchan X 5. South | 
y DISTRICTS, Proper, or Mor'ir, or 
Viz. Pariſh of | Pariſli of 


Kilchöan. ariſh of Iland Finan. Kilmaria. 


1 o 

Note—=A blank in | 
any of the columns, 
ſne ws that no return 
was procured under 
that head; a cypher, | 
that there were none 
of that denomina- 


Total, 


Total, 


In Argyleſhire. In Inverneſs ſhire. 


tion. | | | | 
| Annual Produce, |Barls. N os val. Barls. val. Barls. val. | Barrels, Value. 
Sterling | | I. | IL. L. 
403 16 potatoes, - 7500—75014.800=- 430 4000400); $00—55$0[2I 200, L. 2130 
| Bolls. Bolls, \Bolls. Bolls. Bolls. | 
it with fodder, 1600-8000 220—110} 300—1 50 ,00—250| 2620 1310 
Bear, per boll of 5 | 
1016 79 rlots, Linlithgow | 
| mealure, - 400400 20-—--20 45—-4 5 67—-67 5 32 532 
7436 0 10 No. No. No. No. No. 
< Calves, - _  [Jr036 1036] 334—334383—383757—757 2510 2510 
700 4 © Lambs, better, 1166—a291|4800 -I200[3916--979|5233-I30S[L5115 3778 
Ditto inferior, 672— 8440 © © | 333— 41 1005 128 
250 0 0 Foals, — 50— 100 20—40 12— 24 50— 75 132 239 
Paſture, at L. 1, 10s. 3 


per horſe, L. f per 

0 cow, 25. per ſheep, | | | 
0 18. 6d. inferior] L. s. [L. 6. . $3 Tn 8. L. 8. d.. 
| ditto, I 8. per goat, [3940 14| 2589 o [247757 © [4054 10 13,052 4 O 
—— _ nn] produce of 
| lea fiſheries, com- 


D.] Value. puted, - 60 0 40 0 50 0 o 0 240 0 0 | 
L. $ Ditto of gardens, 10 © 5 0 C 28 0 0 
lax-ſeet ſown an- | 
oo 2845 e mually, Hogſhds. 2 Hogſhd. x jvery little. { ditto, 
46127267 0 Grey field peaſe, do. ſafew pecks Q | 0 0 
50027210 © cover and rye-graſs 5 
924 16 very little, 
oo] 699 0 Tield turnip or cab- | | 
50 250 age, none, "EIT 7 0 0 
bol annual pro- | I 
L. 58944 5 duce, L. 7471 ; 43379 0 [4552 ' © | £94k Of 23.702 4 0 
Aunul Mutter's flivend, . ö 
per decreet of the 8 | 
Court of Teinds, 1 
N. B. Errone- 1750, - +: $4 
Aliſtant 8, Jo, do, 5 27 15 55 
and Ach, able \ legal glebe, de-| 


honed anno 1782, 
1.e.g$acresarable[16acres, on N | 

zround, With. par the fide of 8 | 4 
ture lor os andjrocky hill. | 
horſe; the whole | 
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Statiſtical Account 


V DISTRICTS, viz. 


murchan 
Proper, or 

Pariſh of 
Kilchoan. 


1. Ardna- | 


2. Sunart. 3. Moidart | 4. Araſaig, 


ud 5 Sout 
Mor'ir, or 
Pariſh of 


Kilmaria. 


Note—A blank in any 


of the columns, ſhews] 


that no return was pro- 
cured under that head; 
a cypher, that there 
were none of that deao- 
mination. | 


In Argyleſhire. 


or 
Pariſh of Iſland Finan. 


In Inverneſs-ſhire. 


Royal bounty to preach- 
ers, - 

Parochial ſchool ſalary, 

Society for Chriſtian 


Knowledgeallow for| 


two ſchools, « 

Ditto to a ſewing mi- 
ſtre ſs, 5 « 

Perquiſites of the maſ- 
ters very inconſider- 
able, if paid, 

Produce (annual) of 
mines, - 

Neat annual profit to 
Government of one 
poſt. office at Stron- 
tian, — 

Annual road-money le. 
vied by act of Parlia- 
ment, being 18. in 
the pound valuedrent. 


N. B. A conſiderable ſum is levied on the farms, in name of fſtatute-lahour, viz, 20 
year for each working man on the grounds, now, or when the laſt leaſes were granid 


9 35. © 


L.16 13 4 | 
of] 12 10 © 0 
0 20 © 0 
014000 0 0 0 
40 00 © 0 
9 2 0 


D 
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L. 7 O 
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Total, 
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fe NUMBER XVI. 
Total, 


PARISH OF URQUHART AND GLENMO- 


RISTON, 
4. 52 0 ! 
| I6 13 { 5 
| (CouNTY oF INVERNESS, SYNOD OF GLENELG, AND 
9 PRESBYTERY OF ABERTAR F.) 
q : 4-0 
0 4000 o 85 IT PRs 
0 40 01 | "LEW 
Boundaries, Extent, Oc. 
HIS pariſh is bounded, on the north, by the pariſhes 
Frauds of Inverneſs, Kirkhill, and Kiltarlity ; on the eaſt, by 


Lochneſs, which ſeparates it from Stratherrick; on the 
fouth, by the united pariſh of Boleſgin and Abertarf, and 
that of Kilmanivaig ; on the ſouth-weſt, by the pariſhes of 
Glenſheal and Kintail, in Roſo-ſhire; and on the weft, and 
north-weſt, by the diſtrict of Strathglaſs, which lies in the 
pariſhes of Kilmorack and Kiltarlity. _ 

The pariſh is 30 miles in its greateſt length; the breadth 
is, in the greater part, from 8 to 12 miles. It contains 
the glens or vallies of Urquhart and Glenmoriſton, which run 
nearly parallel, at the diſtance of eight miles or thereby 
from each other, in a nearly weſterly direction from Loch- 
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neſs. They are ſeparated from each other by a ridge of 
mountains. | | | 

It is called, in public regiſters, the pariſh of Urquhart and 
Glenmoriſton, though no evidence appears of an annexa. 
tion or union, to aſcertain whether or not they formerly 
were diſtin& pariſhes. It is probable, however, that they 
were ſo in times of Popery. 


Etymology.—Nothing ſatisfactory can be determined re- 
ſpecting the etymology of Urquhart; and though the valley, 
in general, be ſo ſtyled, there 1s no particular place or farm 
called Urquhart. There are two other pariſhes of the ſame 
name, the one in Roſs-ſhire, and the other in Moray. In 
Gaelic, the general language of the country, Urquhart is 
pronounced Urchudinn, and this was formerly diſtinguiſhed by 


the name of Urchudin Cill ma Chroſſan, as being the reſidence 


of Saint Croſſan or Cro/tan ; latterly, it is more frequently 
ſtyled Urchudin Thrarna Ghrant, or the Laird of Grant's 
Urquhart, by much the larger part of the valley having 
been, for ſome ages, the property of the family of Grant. 
But though the etymology of Urquhart be uncertain, it is 
abundantly evident, that the names of all the places are 
pure Gaelic. Cill, in its original acceptation, denoted a 
cell, or the ſequeſtered habitation of a religious perſon ; and 
from the circumſtance, that the people, from reverence to 
the reſidence of a faint, buried the dead near his habitation, 


cill came to ſignify, in the common language of the people, 


a church-yard or burial place. There 1s in the valley of 
Urquhart two burial places; the one called Cillmore, or the 
Great Burial Place; it is at the lower end of the valley, 
where the pariſh-church ſtands : The other place, ſtill uſed 
for ſepulture, is at the head of the valley, in Corrimony; it 

1 


dpe of 


art and 
nnexa- 
rmerly 
at they 


ned re- 
valley, 
or farm 
1e ſame 
ay. In 
uhart 18 
iſhed by 
eſidence 
quently 
Grant's 
having 
Grant. 
Lin, it 15 
aces are 
>noted a 
on ; and 
rence to 
bitation, 


people, 


valley of 


e, or the 


e valley, 
ſtill uſed 
nony; it 

1 


of Urquhart and Glenmoriſton. 299 


i; called Claodb Churidan, which expreſſes properly the bu- 
rial place of Curidan, There were anciently two other bu- 
rial places or cells, called Cillmbichael and Cillſuutninian; 
both theſe have long been difuſed as places of interment. 
Theſe cells and burial places were named from reverential 
regard to the holy perſons or ſaints by whom they were 
conſecrated. 

In the lower end of the valley, on the north fide of the 
Bay of Urquhart, oppoſite to the ancient Caſtle of Urqu- 
hart, there remains the veſtige of a ſmall religious houſe, 
which belonged to the order of the Knights of the Temple, 
or of St John of Jeruſalem ; the place where it ſtood is ſtill 
called the Temple. The order of Templars was erected by 
the Pope, anno 1128. The Templars greatly increaſed in 
numbers, riches, and power, over Chriſtendom ; they were 
ſuppreſſed by Pope Clement the Fifth, in a council held at 
Vienna, anno 1312, and their lands were beſtowed, moſtly 
by the reſpective ſovereign powers, upon the Knights of St 
John of Jeruſalem. Wherever there was a religions houſe 
erected, as belonging to the Knights Templars, it is to be 
preſumed, there were ſome lands annexed to it. But there 
is no evidence remaining reſpecting any Temple. lands in 
this pariſh. 


Heritors, and State of the Property and Rents Sir James 
Grant of Grant is the principal heritor in the pariſh. The 
family of Grant have never had any place of reſidence in 
this part of their property, their chief ſeat having been, 
lince the time of King Robert Bruce, at Caſtle Grant, 
in Strathſpey, The proprietors of Corrimony were the 
only heritors deſcended of the Grant family, who reſided 
in the valley of Urquhart, ſince the original grant of the 


lordihip of Urquhart, from King James the Fourth to the 
family of Grant, 
lt 
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It appears, from the 4 iſt act of the 11th Parliament i 
James the Second, that among many other lands annex, 
ed to the Crown, the lordſhip of Urquhart was then in, 
cluded : Item, The Houſe of Innerneſs and Urquhar, 
« and the lordſhips of them; and the lordſhips of Aberte. 
“ thy, with the water-mails of Innerneſs, together with the 
„ barontes of Urquhard, Glenurquhane,” &c. 

A general diſſolution of the annexed lands to the Crown 
took place in the time of James the Fourth, by an act d 
Parliament, paſſed in the 1 503, cap. 90. by which it wa 
made lawful © to his Hieneſſe to ſet all his proper land 
both annexed and unaunexed, in few ferme, to ony per. 
* ſon or perſones, as he pleaſis, &c. In conſequence f 
this act, three charters of the lordſhip and baronies of Urqu. 
hart paſſed in favour of John Grant of Freuchie and of his 
two ſons. The barony of St Ninians and Kyle, compre 
hending the greater part of the lands of Urquhart, and th: 
valley of Strathchluani, lying between Glenmoriſton and 
Glenſheal, was granted to John Grant of Freuchie, the 
chief of the Clan; and the barony of Glenmoriſton, com- 
prehending ſome lands in Urquhart, was granted to his el- 


deſt fon; and to his younger ſon was granted the barony 0 


Corrimony, lying in the valley of Urquhart. Theſe char 
ters all bear the ſame date, in December 1509, 

In the weſtern end of the valley, the grave of a Daniſl 
or Norwegian prince is ſhewn, it is called Jr Moni, that 
is, the Grave of Moni; a field, near the margin of which 
the body was laid, is called Dalmdboni, and the circular val 
ley at the hend of the more extended valley of Urquhart, i 
called Coꝛramboni, or the Valley of Moni. There is a beau 
tiful rocky eminence ſituated in the bottom, near the lower 
end of the valley, which is called Craigmbont, or the Craig 
or Rock of Moni. According to tradition, Moni here 


ſounded his horn, collected his followers, and made reſil. 
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| from the word clach, which ſignifies a ſtone. 
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ance againſt his enemies ; but he was diſcomfited, purſued 


| up the valley, and was killed at the head of it, and there 


buried. 

In Argyleſhure, a eragition | is trees reſpecting a Nor- 
wegian prince of the name of Moni, who came with a con- 
fiderable number of ſhips, to that part of the weſtern coaſt 
where the Crinan Canal is now carrying on. His follow- 
ers having diſembarked, they penetrated the country, and 
after having poſſeſſed themſelves of all the plunder they 
could collect, in returning to their ſhips, they were attack- 


| ed by the inhabitants of the country, by whom Moni and 
| his followers were routed, and many of them killed, and 


himſelf, with a few of his followers, were preſſed ſo hard, 
that they could not regain their ſhips, but fled northwards, 


| towards Lochaber. The track of country through which he 


was purſued, in endeavouring to reach his ſhips, is preciſely 
in the line of the Crinan Canal, and is known at this day 


by the appellation of the paſs of Moni. 


According to the tradition of the people in Urquhart, 


Moni was a Norwegian or Daniſh prince, for he is always 


called Moni Mor, mac Ri Lochlinn ; that is, the Great Mo- 
ni, the ſon of the King of Lochlin. 


Burying Places, —There are in Glenmoriſton two bury. 
ing places, called Clachan an Inair, that is, the burial place 


| of the lower part of the valley, where the river Moriſton 


diſcharges itſelf into Lochneſs ; and Clachan Merecheard, 


| which is called after a Saint of. the name of Merechard. 


The name of Clachan, given to burial places, is derived 
Anciently, 
in Druidical times, places of worſhip, and alſo burial pla- 


| ces, were rendered remarkable by a great collection of 
| flones, ſome thrown together in the ſhape of cairns, others, 


of a great ze, ſtanding on end, in a circular form; and 
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hence burial places continued to be expreſſed by the word 
clachan. : 

The family of Glenmoriſton, of whom Mayor John Grant, 
the preſent proprietor, is the repreſentative, have poſſeſſed 
this part of the patiſh of Urquhart from the 1548, and 
was conveyed to John Grant of Culcabock, the anceſtor of 
that family, immediately deſcended of the family of Grant, 
by Grant of Ballendalloch, to whom it came, by progreſz 
from the grantee of the Crown, in 1509. 

King James the Fourth gave and granted both the caſile 
and lordſhip of Urquhart, in feu-farm and heritage, for 
ever, to John Grant of Freuchie, the chief of the Grant, 
and anceſtor to the preſent Sir James Grant of Grant, Ba. 
ronet, for his own and his predeceſſors conſtant, loyal, and 
ſtedfaſt adherence to his Majeſty and his Royal Progeni. 
tors, and ſince then this fort and lands have remained in 
poſſeſſion of the family of Grant. For ſome time before 
the 1509, the Lairds of Grant were the Crown's Chamber 
lains over theſe lands, for keeping the peace in theſe parts, 
and had the revenues of theſe lands as their ſalary, as the 
Governors of the Fort or Caſtle of Urquhart had before 
them. 


Rent.—The valued rent of the pariſh is L. 2219, 5. 
Scots, and the real rent, including lands and woods, may 
be eſtimated at L. 3zooo Sterling; but as one of the pro- 
prietors has the greater part of his eſtate in his own pollel: 
ſion, and another a conſiderable farm in his own hands, the 
rental cannot be accurately known ; but the above compu 
tation may be eſteemed pretty juſt, Rents have been tr 
pled within theſe 30 years, and it is comfortable to reflet} 
that the ſituation of the tenantry is ameliorated at the ſame 
time, This is owing to greater induſtry in the people 
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the advance of the price of produce, the gradual improve- 
ment of the country, and the ſecurity of property. 

As almoſt every farm has a proportion of graſs and pa- 
ure, it is difficult to ſay what may be the average rent of 
arable land by itſelf; but ſome acres in the ſtrath or low 
part of Urquhart, ſet as high as 20 8. per acre, without any 
benefit of paſturage. 


Surface and Soil. — The ſurface of the pariſh is extremely 
unequal ; in general it is a mountainous country, yet con- 
fits of a moſt beautiful variety of hill and dale, rock and 
wood, Both the Glens of Urquhart and Glenmoriſton ex- 
hibit to the traveller an uncommon and pictureſque view of 
what is beautiful, grand, and ſublime in nature; at the ſame 
time that ſome of the mountains preſent great tracts of 
ſtone and moſs, incapable of cultivation or improvement. 


Urquhart is divided into ftrath and braes, and is in gene- 


ral a rich, though not a deep loam, and uncommonly fruit- 
ful. It produces abundant crops of white and black oats, 
bear, and rye, Wheat has alſo been tried with good ſucceſs. 
Green crops, ſuch as potatoes, turnips, clover, and rye-graſs, 
peaſe, and lint, are alſo raiſed to good account where the 
ground is properly prepared. 8 

The ſoil of Glenmoriſton is very inferior to that of Ur- 
quhart, being commonly light and ſandy, yet produces good 
crops of potatoes, black oats, a little white oats, and ſome 
bear; ſown graſſes allo ſucceed pretty well where the 


| zround 1s properly managed. 


Mountains. — The moſt remarkable mountain in the pa- 
riſk is Mealfuarmhonie, which riſes on the weſt fide of Loch- 


| "els, to the height of 3060 feet above the level of the ſea. 
| it is noted for being the firſt land-mark with mariners 


alter 


2 
—— - _— 1 _ 2 — — 
= w 


non bogey wes 
r 


SA Ny C _— — IB 2 * _ — > 
— — =o 2 * SITY 4 1 
Re þ . a I Xe — 3 2 
3 Daf Ee aa 5 EW Le, DE ne er as 5 


304 Statiſtical Account 


after they paſs Kinnaird's Head, the entry to the Mor 
Frith. f 


Rivers. — The largeſt river in the pariſh is Moriſtan, 


| 1 BE which riſes in Glenſheal, and, paſſing through Loch Cluai Ga 
WA falls into Lochneſs near the Houſe of Major Grant of Glen. eme 
| | ; 5 moriſton, where, a little above its entry into the Loch, i try. 

"1X forras a grand caſcade. Here there is a fſalmon-fiſhing, near | 


which, in ſome ſeaſons, turns to pretty good account; hut latter 
owing to the rock over which the river falls, the fh ar ME rival 


prevented from getting up the country, and of courſe the from 
fiſhing 1s much leſs produQtive. mile 


F | ö Two rivers riſe in the hills of Urquhart, the Enneri W 
1 and Coiltie, and fall into Lochneſs near each other, 2 Sir) 
little below the church of Kilmore. In ſpeats or foo bon. 


ſome ſalmon are found in them; but the whole rivers, aud "** 
alſo the different burns or rivulets, contain great plenty of and 
trout. tetel 
| | hein 
| Lakes. —Lochneſs having been deſcribed in the Statili- tion, 
cal Accounts of ſome of the neighbouring pariſhes, and be- prie 
ing an object ſo well known, 1 it is needleſs to ſay any thing bell 
regarding it here. Ant 
The pariſh contains, (as moſt Highland countries do), ore: 
number of inferior freſh-water lakes, which abound with 
fiſh, as trout, pike, &c. Regarding one ſmall lake, near [ 
the top of Mealfuarmhonie, a vulgar error has prevailed, ing 
that it was unfathomable; but its depth has been aſcertain- nor 
ed by the miniſter of the pariſh and another gentleman, and | | 
found to be very inconſiderable. tian 
Loch Meikly, in the middle of the . of Urquhart, ty 
à beautiful ſheet of water, about a mile long, and half 8 be; 
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mile broad. The woods, the finely cultivated fields, and 


the neat gentlemens houſes, which ſurround this lake, form 
a very pictureſque and romantic landſcape. 


Caſcades.— Caſcades or waterfalls, ſeme of which are ex- 
tremely magnificent, are common in this part of the coun- 
try. The falls of Moral in Corrimony, and of Divach, 


| near the lower end of the valley, are ſtrikingly awful ; the 
latter wants nothing but a quantity of water, to make it 
| rival any in the Highlands; the burn falling down the rock 


from go to 100 perpendicular feet. It lies at about a Scots 


mile ſouth-weſt of the church. 
— 


Woods. — There are confiderable natural woods, both on 


| Sir James Grant's eſtate in Urquhart, and in Glenmori— 


ſton. They conſiſt of Scots fr, birch, alſo a variety of hard 
wood, as oak, aſh, elm, &c. beſides allar, roan-tree, poplar, 


| and ſeveral other kinds, which have, from time to time, 


fetched the proprietors confiderable ſums of money ; and 
heing convenient for market, and in a very thriving condi- 
tion, will be ſtill more productive. The ſeats of the pro- 
prietors and ſome of the gentlemen-farmers, are much em- 
belliſned by clumps and belts of Scots fir and other trees: 
And in Ruiſgich, on Lochneſs-ſide, there is, perhaps, as 
great a variety of trees as in any part of Scotland. 


Produce.—The produce of this pariſh is various, conſiſt - 
ing of prain, potatoes, lint, hay, timber, black- cattle, ſheep, 
horſes, goats, butter and cheeſe, &c. 

Urquhart not only raiſes grain ſufficient for the conſump- 
tion of the inhabitants, but alſo ſends a conſiderable quanti- 
ty of ſeed- oats and meal to the neighbouring diſtricts. The 
bear is generally diſtilled into whiſky, but it may be queſ- 
tioned, whether the proſit attending this branch of buſineſs 
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be not counterbalanced by a degree of idleneſs and diſſipa. 
tion, with which the diſtillery of ſpirits 1s attended. At 
the ſame time, it muſt be acknowledged, that there is 
as little of this in the pariſh as in moſt fitnations where 
whiſky 1s manufactured. Indeed, it is difficult to ſay how 
the bear could be diſpoſed of to advantage in any other 
way than by diſtillation, as the people are unacquainted 
with brewing it into beer, and that too many prefer whiſky 
to ale or porter, though this be fortunately wearing out, If 
manufactured into meal, that meal would ſcarcely find ſale 
among Highlanders, who never uſe it when oat-meal can 
be found: And, of courſe, bear would give a very inferior 
price to what is given by diſtillers. One, and ſometimes 
two licences, for ſtills of from 3c to 40 gallons each, are ta- 
ken out for Urquhart, when the quality of the bear is ſufl- 

ciently good for diſtillation. | 
Glenmoriſton does now generally ſupply itſelf with grain, 
but exports none; and it is only ſince the general cultivation 
of potatoes that it could ſupport itſelf. In Urquhart there 
are about 800 milch-cows, and double that number of 
yell cattle. In Glenmoriſton, ſome more than 5£co milch 
cows, and yell cattle in a larger proportion. From both 
glens, a conſiderable quantity of butter and cheeſe is fold, 
beſides what is conſumed by the inhabitants; but more 
from Urquhart, in proportion to the number of milch-cows, 
than from Glenmoriſton. The black cattle are generally 
of the Highland breed, and good of their kind ; Mr Grant 
of Corrimony's breed is particularly excellent, and inferior 
perhaps to none in the Highlands. Moſt of the farmers 
keep ſheep; but there are no regular ſheep farms, excep! 
Corrimony's, and one in Glenmoriſton, both of which turn 
out well. Among the ſmaller tenants, the breed of ſheep 
has been much improved, by the purchaſe of tups and 
| lambs 
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iſſipa- lambs from the ſheep countries to the weſtward. There 


At are ſcarcely ſo many horſes reared in Urquhart as the far- 
ere is mers require; from Glenmoriſton a good many are ſold, 
where beſides what the diſtrict requires. | 
y how Goats are nearly extirpated from Urquhart, on account 
other of the hurt that animal does to young trees; but, in the 
ainted beights of Glenmoriſton, goats are pretty generally reared. 
riſky The number of ſheep, and goats, and horſes, is not pretend- 


ut, If ed to be calculated. 
id ſale 


al can Animals. — There are no wild animals peculiar to the pa- 
xferior riſh. The caper coille, or wild turkey, was ſeen in Glen- 
etimes moriſton, and in the neighbouring diſtrict of Strathglaſs, 
are ta- about 40 years ago, and it is not known that this bird has 
s ſuffi. appeared ſince, or that it now exiſts in Britain. There are 
| abundance of red deer, roe, black and red gums, the brown 
grain, and white hare, ptarmigans, &c. 


vation 
there Climate — The climate is, upon the whole, moiſt, yet 


ber of whole ſome; the people are healthy, and live to a good old 

milch- age. No epidemical diſeaſes are peculiar to the country. 

1 both t is to be regretted, that inoculation for the ſmallpox is 

s fold, not more prevalent, and which is unfortunately owing to re- 
more ligious prejudice. 


erally Occupations, Agriculture, Farms, &c.— The great body 
Grant of the people live by cultivating the ground, either as te- 
\ forior nants, mailers, or ſervants. There is a ſufficiency of arti- 
irmers ſans for the accommodations of the country, and moſt of 
except them have a ſmall piece of land, which yields them the 
h turn comforts of a milch cow. The farms are generally ſmall, 
* ſheep of from L. 5 rent, and even leſs, to L. 20 Sterling, though 
's and ſome are conſiderably higher; and ſome gentlemen-iarmers 


lambs rent from L. 60 to L. 100 Sterling a- year. Leaſes are ge- 
nerally 
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nerally ſhort, but in ſome inſtances 19, 3o, and even longer 
leaſes are granted, with encouragement for incloſing and 
improvement. 


Improvements.—On gentlemens farms ſeveral handſome 
houſes have been. built, the fields incloſed, ſubdivided, and 
limed, an approved rotation of cropping followed, graſs- 
ſeeds ſown, and other improvements made, and their ex- 
ample has been followed with ſpirit and ſucceſs by ſome of 
the common tenants, 

The old Scotch plough is moſt merely in uſe, but in all 
well managed farms, the two-horſe, or Small's plough, has 
been introduced. Cart-wheels are now pretty common in 
Urquhart; but in Glenmoriſton,. the ſtate of the roads does 
not admit of them in general uſe. 

Nothing whatever has been of more. advantage to this 
part of the country, than the general culture of pota- 
toes, which ſucceed extremely well on every farm, and 
form a very great part of the food of the poorer claſs of 
people; and, owing to this, ſcarcity is hardly known among 
them. 

The proprietors are defirous of promoting improvements, 
both by premiums and example. Sir James Grant gives 
rye-graſs and clover-ſeeds to the ſmaller tenants on his 
eſtate gratis, which has greatly encouraged the culture of 
theſe moſt uſeful plants. 

It has been already obſerved, that lint is raifed with ſue- 
ceſs, which is much owing to the liberal encouragement 
Sir James Grant gives to his people for its culture. His te- 
nants and mailers have lint-ſeed for new ground, and has 
built, at his own expence, a lint-mill for its manufacture. 
By this well-judged liberality, above 100 acres, on Sit 
James Grant's eſtate, have been converted from the ſtate 
of nature into arable field, within theſe 12 years. Indultry 
has been encouraged among the females, and both ſexes 
exhibit, 
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exhibit, on Sundays and holy-days, a much improved ap- 
pearanee, from what they were wont to do formerly, by 
being now dreſſed in linen of their own growth and manu- 
facture. | 

Lime has conduced very much to the improvement of 
Urquhart. There is abundance of limeſtone on Sir James 
Grant's eſtate, and to encourage its uſe, he not only gives 


his people quarry- leave free, but is at the expence of quar- 


rying the ſtones for them. He alſo gives manufactured 
lime for new ground, as a premium to the induſtrious te- 
nant and cottar, at the rate of from 60 to 80 bolls an acre. 
Lime is much uſed as a manure by all improvers in farm- 
ing, but it is to be regretted, that fuel is rather ſcarce, 
which enhances the price of lime, it being ſo high as 25. 6 d. 
and 3 8. the boll of ſhells, and that boll only making from 24 
to 3 bolls flaked lime, which brings the price to a thilling 
the boll. The boll meaſures 96 Scotch pints. 

Something more than 20 years ago, Sir James Grant 
built a ſmall houſe, in a beautiful fituation, in the Strath of 
Urquhart; but as he reſides there but ſeldom, the houſe is 
occupied by the miniſter, whoſe manſe is in a ruinous ſtate. 
The Houſe of Corrimony, fituated at the head of the glen, 
a good commodious lodging, and the place has been much 
unproved by the preſent proprietor, who has made many 
incloſures, and otherwiſe embelliſhed his ſeat. On the 
north-weſt bank. of Loch Meikly, and eſtate of Corrimony, 
a very neat houſe has been lately built at Craſgag, now 
Lakefield, by Captain Grigor Grant, who has greatly im- 
proved the farm, and decorated the place. On the ſouth 
ide of that lake, are the places of Lochletter and Shogly, 
on the property of Sir James Grant, but held on long leaſe 
by Mr Grant of Shogly, now of Redcaſtle, and Mr Grant 
of Lochletter; theſe gentlemen built excellent houſes on 
their farms, which they improved conſiderably. 


At 
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At all the above places there are good gardens, which, 
in favourable ſeaſons, yield abundance of excellent fruit. 

At the foot of Glenmoriſton, on the banks of Lock. 
neſs, Invermoriſton, the ſeat of Major Grant, is ſitua. 
ted. Nature has done a great deal for the place, in the 
grand and ſublime ſtyle. The proprietor ſhews a dif. 
poſition to cultivate and improve this place as it de. 
ſerves. There are excellent gardens at Invermoriſton, 
which produce as early and high flavoured fruit as is to be 
found in any part of the north of Scotland. About 40 
years ago, the Truſtees feued a piece of ground at Invermo- 
riſton, on which they erected buildings for eſtabliſhing a ma. 
nufacture of linen-cloth, and inſtructing the youth of that 
Glen in induſtry and the principles of literature. Artiſans, 
as weavers and ſpinners, with a ſchoolmaſter and miftreſ 
or governeſs, were brought from the Low Country, and the 
management of the buſineſs committed to the deceaſed Mr 
Shaw, a very reſpeQable and proper man for the truſt, 
But, after ſeveral years trial, without much effect in pro- 
moting the purpoſe intended, the ſcheme was finally aban- 
| doned, and the feu reſold to the family of Glenmoriſton. 


Roads and Bridges.—The principal roads which go 
through Urquhart are, 1. That from Inverneſs to Fort-Au- 
guſtus, along the north-weſt fide of Lochneſs. This road 


was begun ſoon after the year 1760, but on account of it 


extreme difficulty, and the narrowneſs of the funds, was 
carried on but ſlowly for many years; however, by dint of 
perſeverance, repeated aids from the county of Invernels, 
and ſeveral liberal ſubſcriptions from the proprietors and 
other gentlemen conneQed with the pariſh, an excellent 
road is now made through the woods and rocks of Aber- 
iachan, as far as the Strath of Urquhart, where an excee- 


ing good inn has been lately built by Sir James Grant, * 
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15 miles diſtance from Inverneſs, and nearly half way to 
Fort-Auguſtus, From Invernefs to Drumnadreochid, where 
the inn is built, carriages of all kinds travel with ſafety ; 
from thence the road is carried on to Fort-Auguſtas; but 
this part of it is not yet ſufficiently broad for carriages. 
The road is continued from Drumnadreochid to Corri- 
mony, at the head of the valley of Urquhart: it is fit for car- 
rages, and kept in good repair. 2. Another great road 
from Beauly to Fort-Auguſtus paſſes through Urquhart, and 
meets the Inverneſs road at Drumnadreochid. 


The road from Inverneſs to Drumnadreochid was made 
it a very great expence, through the rocks of Aberiachan, 


which in ſeveral places required to be blown and cut with 


iron tools. This was perbaps one of the greateſt underta- 


kings ever attempted in the Highlands, by a private Socie- 
ty, without the aid of Government. Two great roads paſs 
through Glenmoriſton, viz. The military road from Fort- 
Auguſtus to Bernera, which has for ſeveral years paſt fallen 
into great diſrepair, being totally neglected by Government. 
The other great road, is that from the foot to the head of 
Glenmoriſton, which, for want of funds, has never yet been 
completed, but is very paſſable for travellers on horſeback. 
This pariſh has to uphold, and keep in repair, above 50 
miles of public, beſides croſs roads; and the fund for this 
purpoſe ariſes from the commutation of the ſtatute- labour, 
at 28. from each male above 15 years of age, and which 
amounts to about L. 50, and an aſſeſſment of one penny 
Sterling in the pound Scots of valued rent, amounting to 
L.9:4:11:; this fund is ſmall, but being managed with 
great care and economy, does wonders, 
The road from Inverneſs to Glenelg, along the weſt fide 
of Lochneſs, has been ſurveyed by order of Lord Adam 


Cordon, Commander in Chief in Scotland, and an eſtimate 
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of the expence made. As this road would open a commy. 


nication between the eaſtern and weſtern parts of this coun. but vie 
ty, to the Hebrides, and a part of Roſs-ſhire, it would he x ſulling 
great public benefit, but it is not expected that it will be ef. cally 8 
fected until the return of the bleſſings of peace. are no 
1 | | men-ſe1 
_ Antiquities —The Caſtle of Urquhart, a venerable rem. Ml balf ye 
nant of antiquity, is now fallen into decay. It ſtands on a bad ger 
jutting out rock, on the weſt fide of Lochneſs, 12 Scotch {Ml ſone to 
miles from the town of Inverneſs, and as many from Fort Ml the libe 
Auguſtus; a pleaſant and romantic ſituation, command. WW re me 
ing a moſt agreeable view of Lochneſs, almoſt from the one tie yea 
end of it at Fort-Auguſtus, to the other at Bona, and alſo third 
of the lands, woods, and hills, ſurrounding the loch on the much t. 
ſouth, eaſt, and north. The loch waſhes the eaſt wall of it, 
and the other three fides were fortified with a ſtrong rampart, Chur 
a ditch, and draw-bridge. Within the walls were buildings Kilmord 
and accommodation for 500 or 600 men. This caſtle was a 163 
a royal fort, and granted, as above noticed, by King James 53 dec 
IV. in 1509, with the eſtate and lordſhip of Urquhart, to ictates 
the Laird of Grant, in whoſe family they ſtill continue. Meikly 
For ſome time before this grant was made, the Lairds of chapel « 
Grant poſſeſſed the caſtle and lands of Urquhart as the general] 
Crown's chamberlains. Abercromby the hiſtorian ſays, "bo pre 
that King Edward I. of England reduced this fort in 130% n " 
and baſely put to the ſword Alexander Bois the governor bliſame 
and his garriſon, who had bravely defended it. In 1334 upply 
the ſame author ſays, that Robert Lauder, governor of thi the cha 
fort, maintained it againſt the Engliſh, then in the cauſe of il on 
Edward Baliol. when t. 
255 goes the 
Price of Labour and Proviſion.— The price of labour has lton bas 
increaſed greatly ſince the commencement of this war. Till BN Koper 
then, labourers were ſatisfied with 8 d. or 9 d. a-day, with. it preſe 
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eut victuals; but now they are not to be had at leſs than a 
ſhilling : and at piece-work a great deal more is made, eſpe- 
cially at the manufacture of wood, where 2 8. and 25. 6 d. 
are not unfrequently earned. The wages of unmarried 
men-ſervants, formerly, ſeldom exceeded L. 2 Sterling in the 
half year, with victuals in the family; married ſervants 
had generally L. 3 a-year, with ſix bolls of meal, at nine 
ſtone to the boll, a houſe, with a cow's graſs and fodder, and 
the liberty of planting as many potatoes as they could pro- 
cure manure for, Women-ſervants, from 3os. to 40s. in 
the year. All theſe are raiſed in the proportion of from 


a third to a fourth. The price of all kinds of provifions is 


much the ſame as in the Inverneſs markets. 


Church, School, &c.—The pariſh-church, which ſtands at 
Kilmore, near the foot of the Strath of Urquhart, was built 
n 1630, and about 25 years ago completely repaired, and 
8 a decent comfortable place of worſhip. The miniſter of- 


ictates two Sundays out of three here, and the third at 


Meikly, fix miles up the country, where is alſo a very good 
chapel or meeting-houſe. The duty, in Glenmoriſton, is 
generally done by the miſſionary miniſter of Fort- Auguſtus, 
who preaches in that glen once in three weeks; and where 


there are two tolerable meeting-houſes. Before the eſta- 


bliſament of this miſſion, the miniſter of Urquhart had to 
ſupply every fourth Sunday in Glenmoriſton, which made 


the charge a moſt troubleſome and fatiguing one; but it is 


now only expected, that he goes thither occaſionally, except 


when there is a vacancy in the miſſion; in this event, he 


does there regularly once a- month. But, until Glenmori- 
ſton has a miſſionary entirely to itſelf, the people cannot be 
Properly accommodated with the means of religion, having 
it preſent ſermon only once in the three weeks, though it 
admitted, that the ſchoolmaſter and catechiſt, after noticed, 
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are great aids. Glenmoriſton ſeems a proper ſtation for 3 
fociety miſſion. The ſervice 1s chiefly in Gaelic, the pre. 
vailing language of the country ; but in Urquhart, eſpecial. 
Iy in the ſummer months, Engliſh is alſo preached; but fel. 
dom in Glenmoriſton. Sir James Grant of Grant, Baro. 
net, is patron of the pariſh, which lies in the preſbytery of 
Abertarf, and ſynod of Glenelg. Till the year 1724, that 
the above ſynod and preſbytery were eredted, Urquhart 
belonged to the preſpytery of Inverneſs, and ſynod of Mo- 
ray, which would be much more convenient for the incum- 
bent than the preſent arrangement. | 

The ſtipend, by decreet in 1796, is L. 100, and L. 5 for 
communion- elements. The glebe is about ſix acres of 
good land. The manſe is ruinous, but the miniſter reſides 
in a comfortable lodging of Sir James Grant's, and the he. 
ritors allow him L. 20 a- year in lieu of a manſe. | 

There are two ſchools in Urquhart, the parochial, and 
one {ſupported by the Society for Propagating Chriſtian 
Knowledge. The parochial ſchool is within half-a-mule of 
the church. The falary is L. 14 per annum, with a houſe, 
the emoluments of precentor and ſeſſion- clerk, with the 
quarter- payments from ſcholars, are about L. 10; total 
L. 24.— Quarterly payments are, 1 8. for reading Engliſh; 
x5. 6d. for reading and writing; and 2 8. when arithmetic 
is taught. There is no Latin taught. 

The Society ſchool is in the Braes of Urquhart; the ſala 
ry L. 10, with L. 4 more to the ſohoolmaſter's wife, as 3 
ſewing - miſtreſs. Beſides theſe, the country finds them in a 
houſe, garden, cow's graſs, and fuel, and a little is made of 
the quarter-payments; but, all put together, the encou- 
ragement is greatly too ſmall, The Society intend ered 


jung another ſchool at Bunleoid, on the ſouth fide of Urqu- 
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hart, as ſoon as the requiſite accommodations are provided, 
which are in forwardneſs. 

About 40 ſcholars attend the parochial ſchool in ſum- 
mer, and 60 in winter; and 30 the Society ſchool in ſum- 
mer, and 50 in winter; but it is to be regretted, that they 
are generally very young children, who do not remain long 


enough at ſchool to receive much permanent benefit. In 


Glenmoriſton a Society ſchoolmaſter is employed, with 
L. 15 ſalary, beſides the uſual accommodations. There are 
ſeldom above 30 ſcholars at this ſchool. The Society 
ſchoolmaſters teach Gaelic, and reading the Scriptures in 
that language, as well as in Engliſh. 

The Committee for managing the Royal Bounty, give 
L. 12 to a catechiſt in this pariſh ; and both he and the So- 
ciety ſchoolmaſters are moſt uſeful in meeting the people, 
eſpecially ſuch as are diſtant from places of worſhip, parti- 
cularly on the Lord's Day, when they pray and read with 
the inhabitants, and inſtruct them 1n the principles of reli- 
gion. 

In Glenmoriſton there are about 80 Roman Catholics, 
and a very few in Urquhart; but they are moderate, and 
ſeveral of them come occaſionally to the Eſtabliſned Church. 
The reſt of the inhabitants are Proteſtants of tlie Eſtabliſh- 
ed Church. 

The number of inhabitants in the pariſh of Urquhart, of 
all ages, are 2355; of which, in Urquhart properly ſo call- 
ed, there are 1710; and in Glenmoriſton 645. In 17555, 
the number was 1943 ſouls; the increaſe conſequently 
amounts to 412. The baptiſms, at an average, are 80; 
and the marriages 20, in both diſtricts. The deaths cannot 
be aſcertained, as there are not leſs than four burial- grounds, 
at a great diſtance from each other. The number of mar- 
ages and baptifms have increaſed for ſeveral years paſt, 

owing 
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owing to the more regular behaviour of the people, and 
their being in more comfortable circumſtances. A proof of 
which 1s, that early marriages are very frequent, and which, 
naturally, prevent irregularities, Here, it may be obſer. 
ved, that 80 men were raiſed in 1793, for the Firſt Fen- 
cible Regiment; and there are now in the pariſh two com- 
panies of volunteers; one in Urquhart, of 60, and the other 
in Glenmoriſton, of 40 men. | 


Poor.—In Urquhart there are ſcarcely any travelling 
poor. About zo receive aid from the ſeſſion funds, which 
are the ordinary collections on Sundays, penalties for treſ- 
paſſes, (which are ſeldom), and the intereſt of L. 100 of 
mortifications and former ſavings, amounting, in all, to 
about L. 15 a-year; but out of which the ſeſſion- clerk and 
kirk-officer are paid L. 2: 4: 6; the remainder is divided 
according to the ſeveral exigencies of the poor. 

The Glenmoriſton poor beg more generally from home 
than their neighbours of Urquhart, and they are more in 
number, in proportion to the inhabitants. Their funds are 
the intereſt of about L. 25 of mortifications and bequeſts, 
and the Sunday collections and fines, amounting, at an ave- 
rage, to L. 3, beſides the intereſt of the above L. 25. 

The funds of each glen are Kept ſeparate, and the poor 
of Urquhart receive nothing from Glenmoriſton, nor thoſe 
of Glenmoriſton from Urquhart. In Urquhart, a quarterly 
collection is uſually made for bed-rids, and other great ob- 
jects in diftreſs, when it is expected that every perſon will 
contribute according to their ability. The produce of this 
makes a part of the aggregate fund; but bed-rids, &c. get 
2 much larger proportion. In ſevere ſeaſons, and to objects 


of great dittreſs, the heritors and other gentlemen are ex- 
tremely liberal and charitable. In the noted 1782, ſo much 
attention was paid to the fituation of the neceſſitous, that 
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ew endured, and none ſuffered by, want. In the ſevere 
ſpring 1795, Sir James Grant ordered 20 guineas to be di- 
vided among the poor in this quarter. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations.— Before the years 1745 and 
1946, this pariſh was exceedingly expoſed to depredations 
from their neighbours in the Weſt Highlands, who came 
and took up their cattle and other property without cere- 
mony, for which they made no compenſation. Now, by 


the exerciſe of the laws, and a well governed police, pro- 


perty is as ſecure as in any part of the iſland. Formerly, 
there were no roads, no bridges, no comfortable communi- 
cation through the pariſh, and, in ſhort, no attention was 
paid to any object of police, whether public or private. 
Now, Urquhart is not more remarkable for its improve- 
ment in the external than in the internal parts of police. 
The heritors and other gentlemen have taken an active 
concern to promote this laudable purpoſe. Moſt of them 
att as Juſtices of the Peace, and in this office perform a duty 
of importance to ſociety in general, and to this diſtrict in 
particular. The improved ſtate of the roads and bridges 
has been already taken notice of. It is well worthy of re- 
mark, that all civil diſputes which may have ariſen among 
the people on Sir James Grant's eſtate in this pariſh, have, 
tor 30 years paſt, been determined by Mr Grant of Loch- 
letter, a gentleman acting in the capacity of baron-bailie, 
one excepted, in which he declined to judge, being of too 
criminal a nature for his juriſdiction. Except this ſingle 
cauſe, none, during this long period, has gone before the 


lneriff-court of Inverneſs, or other tribunal ; and the baron- 
bailie's deciſions are equall y remarkable for their ability 


and juſtice, as for that general ſatisfaction they give the 
contending parties. This has not only tended to ſave the 
door people a deal of money, but has cruſhed, in a great 

| meaſure, 
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meaſure, the ſpirit of e and conduced very muck 6 to 
their civilization. 

The inhabitants are attentive to their religious duties, 
and, upon the whole, ſober, induſtrious, and virtuous. 

The country contains all the neceſſaries, and many of the 
comforts, of life, in abundance. It has been conſiderably 
improved already, and improvement 1s progreſſive. The 
fituation of the people becomes daily better, their living 
and clothing are much meliorated, and by perſeverence in 
the ſame line of conduct, which at preſent diſtinguiſhes the 
ſuperior and inferior, their mutual intereſt and comfort will, 
under Providence, be ſtill further promoted and increaſed. 
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NUMBER XVII. 


PARISH OF BANFE. 


(CounTY oF BANFF, SYNOD OF ABERDEEN, AND 
PRESBYTERY OF FORDYCE.) 


By the Rev. Mr ABERCROMBY GoRDoON. 


Name. 


18 town of Banff gives name to the county and pa- 
Tiſh, in which it is fituated. Its etymology is vari- 
cuſly ſtated, and indeed ſeems of little importance to trace. 

By ſome, the name is ſaid to be of Gaelic extraction, 
lenifying a place ſurrounded with high ground; but this 
interpretation apears too vague and general, and cannot 
well be applied to a ſituation partly open to the ſea. 

Banff was a part of the ancient thanedom of Boin, 
whence the name ſeems to be derived. In ſome old char- 
ters it is ſpelled Boineffe and Baineffe. The diſtri& of Boin 
has probably received its name from a conſpicuous moun- 


tin in the neighbourhood of Cullen, called the Binn. On 


the 
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the ſouth fide of this hill, at Darbrich, the forreſter had 
his dwelling; and it is well known that the forreſtry and 
thanedom territory extended thence to the borough lands 
of Banff, divided only by the water of Boindie “ 


Situation and Extent.— The ſituation of this pariſh 1: 
ſomewhat peninſular, being bounded by the river Dove- 
ran on the eaſt, which divides it from the pariſh of Game- 
ry; and by the water of Boindie on the welt, ſeparating it 
from the pariſh of that name. On the ſouth, it is bounded 
by part of the pariſh of Alva; and on the north, by the 
Murray Frith. 

It belongs to the preſbytery of Fordyce, and to the (y- 
nod and commiſſariot of Aberdeen. This pariſh forms an 
irregular oblong figvre, ſtretching from north to ſouth - welt 


above ſix miles; and in breadth meaſures from one and an 


half to two and an half miles. It may contain about 12 
ſquare miles, and 7680 acres. 


Surface and Soil. — The ſurface is in general beautifully 
unequal, and riſes gradually to the ſouth-weſt, The nature 
and quality of the ſoil are no leſs various. There are al 
ſorts, the rich fertile loam, the deep ſtrong clay, the light 
ſandy field, and the thin gravelly bottom, 


Sea-coaſt and Rivers. The ſea-coaſt, for half-a-mile welt-' 


ward of the harbour, is bold and rocky. 
Towards the water of Boindie it forms a fine ſandy 
beach, adjoining which 1s the ES +, affording an excel- 
lent 


*The followirg etymology is hazarded : Boiny or Boindie is ſaid, in the 
Gaelic, to ſignify a little hill, and in this pariſh there are a great number ot 
knolls, mounts 5+ riſing grounds 
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ſent field for the healthful exerciſes of riding and the 
golf. 


The only river is the Bere which has its ſource in 


Aberdeenſhire, and, winding through many fruitful and 
highly cultivated plains, falls into the fea at Banff. 


State of Property, Valued and Real Rents.—The Earl of 


Findlater, the Earl of Fife, and Lord Banff, are the princi- 
pal proprietors z of whom, Lord Fife is the only reſiding 
heritor, 

The valued rent of the landwerd part of the pariſh is 
L. 2313 Scots. The real rent, including the ſalmon-fiſhing 
and town's lands, is eſtimated at L. 4500 Sterling. 


Burgh.—The town is ſituated at the influx of the river 


Doveran, on a fine declivity, opening to the eaſt and ſouth- 
eaſt; commanding various and delightful proſpecta. From 
the ſloping road, on the oppoſite fide the river, the varie- 
rated ſcenery which opens to the view is highly gratifying, 
and never fails to attract the attention of ſtrangers. 

The noble manſion of the Earl of Fife, the ſpacious 
lawn and extenſive pleaſure-grounds in his Lordſhip's-park, 
the ſmooth flowing Doveran, with its ſtately bridge, the 
town and caſtle of Banff, the bay, harbour and ſhipping, are 
the ſtriking objects which at once preſent themſelyes to the 
eye, and charm every traveller of taſte. 

Banff is an ancient royalty, and the capital of the county, 
In conjunction with Elgin, Cullen, Inverury, and Kintore, 
it ſends a Commiſſioner to Parliament. 

At what preciſe period it was erected into a royal burgh 
cannot be aſcertained, According to tradition, it was 
in the reign of Malcolm Canmore. It is, however, certain, 
that Malcolm IV. called the Maiden, was at Banff, A. D. 

1163, 
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William the Lyon gives a toft and garden in the burgh 
of Banff to his chaplain Archibald Douglas, biſhop of Mo- 
Tay, A. D. 1165; and ſimilar gifts are made to him in the 
towns of Inverneſs, Nai airn, and Cullen, all royal burghs at 
this period. a 

King Robert Bruce 1 the privileges of royalty, 
and King Robert II. 4th October 1372, alſo confirms the 
ſame, and ſuch other privileges e as were en. 
joyed by the town of Aberdeen. | 

Theſe grants were followed by confirmations from King 
pared VI. and Charles II. 


e yoda, Wc.— The town is governed by 
a provoſt, four bailies and twelve counſellors. Eight of 
the old council are re- elected, and the new counſellors ate 
choſen annually out of the merchant guild-brethren. 
The annual revenue of the burgh amounts to L. 300 
Sterling, ariſing chiefly from nen rents of lands, 
ſhore-dues and petty cultoins. 


e of Lands and Fibings—Such was the diſtreſſed 
ſituation of the burgeſſes, A. D. 1470, that, having no 
power to increaſe their revenues but by leaſe alone, th 
managers of the town, without fraud, and npon thetr great 
aith, with conſent of all and ſundry neighbours of Banff, let 
out to certain burgeſſes, for 19 years, the whole of their 
falmon-fiſhings, conſiſting of 12 nets, for the “ infeſting 
% and fundanation makkin of a perpetual chaplenary , to 


. ſing i in the Peil-heife & of the burghz for our Sovereig 
Lord 


* Public Records. 

+ Pool-haven, where formerly boats and ſmall -craft were general 
moored, It is now the burying- ground, and was the ſite of the ol 
church. 
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Lord the: King and Queen, their predeceſſors and ſucceſ- 
« ſors ; for all. Chriſttane- foules ; for the theiking of the 
« kirk with ſclate, and the bigging of the tolbuthe, and for 
4 quhat the burgh has not ſubſtance.” Similar leaſes, were 
probably, granted until the year 1581, when George Ogil- 
ie of Dunlugas, provoſt, and his coadjutors in office, reſol - 
ved to fen to perpetuity. To this. effe& they obtained a 
charter from James II. of Scotland, dated May 9. 1581. 
The preamble bears, that, © for the advantage of the burgh *, 
« the council had been in uſe of granting leaſes of their 
© property. to the reſiding burgeſſes; that theſe leaſes were 
© now expired, and that the nobility in the neighbourhood 
u ſeeing the ſame, and hoping to acquire the profits, did 
© trouble and moleſt the peace of the town, and gave no 
© reſt to the people: therefore, &c. &c. 

This charter was renewed on the King's attaining the 
age of 25 years, mutatis mutandis. | | 

Having thus obtained a right to let out their property to 
perpetuity, the guardians proceeded to exerciſe their powers. 
John Baird, provoſt, and the bailies of the town, (two of 
whom could not write), were among the commiſſioners ap- 
pointed ad hunc effectum. Accordingly, A. D. 1595, © be- 
* cauſe of the warres and troubles, the darth of the coun- 
* try, and ſcantineſs of victual, with exorbitant ſtents and 
" taxations for ſupporting the warres, the public warkes, and 
A uphading of the kirk, tolbuthe, and calſies, &c.; for re- 
* meid whereof, this empower to ſet, ſell and feu, the com- 
* mon land and ſalmon-fiſhings of the burgh, to merchant- 
* burghers, and actual reſidenters.“ 

Theſe magiſtrates and commiſſioners, in conſequence of 
heir inſtructions, did accordingly let out to perpetuity, for 
a ſmall annual feu-duty, the greater part of their lands, and 
the whole of their falmon-fiſhings. 


In 
Public Records. 
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In the above-mentioned charter of 1592, the King, in or. WM 1633, 


der to preſerve the government of the town pure from any Queen 


mixture of ariſtocracy, gives power to the council to dif. WM wiſe 2 
poſe of their property to riding burgeſſes and their heiri. Ml eminer 
mate only. Had this arrangement been cautiouſly executed, The 
the intentions of the original granters might have been ac. MW and ex 
compliſhed ; but it is evident, that the ancient governors, ii The b 
not too attentive to their own intereſt, were at leaſt ſome- apartm 
what negligent of the advantages of future generations. colle&i 
Thus did the meaſure defeat its own purpoſe, and produced Lord 
the conſequences they wiſhed to avoid; for though the miles i 
neighbouring nobility have not moleſted the peace and quiet The 
of the inhabitants, they have got poſſeſſion of the property, Alvah 
as the Earl of Fife has purchaſed near three-fourths of the WM ties, a1 
whole, and the Earl of Findlater and Lord Banff a confider- WM out w 
able part of the remainder. It was the remark of Dean great 
Swift, which the preſent fituation of this burgh firongly WM the bar 
confirms, that great changes and alienations of property WM rent di 
have created new and great dependencies.” Abc 

conſide 


Duff Houſe and Park. Duff Houſe, the principal ſeat I of Alv 


the Earl of Fife, and the beautiful ſcenery of his Lordibp3WM picture 
park, are well known to the touriſt, and deſcribed in the BY larly 


journals of ſeveral celebrated travellers, the rug 
The houſe is a large quadrangular building, planned and and, 
executed by the late celebrated Mr Adam, 
The architecture is ſuperb, but the defign is not Jet 
completed. The original plan, which is truly magnificent, 
may be ſeen in Wolf's Vitruvius. 
Duff Houſe contains ſeveral very elegant apartments, WW form e 
which is a great profuſion of paintings, chiefly. portrait. Claude 
Thoſe particularly noticed by Mr Pennant, are, France 


Ducheſs of Richmond, a a full length, in black, painted 10 


6 * Co 
1035 Alvah: 
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1633, by Vandyck. 
Queen. A head of Duff of Corſindae. There are like- 


wiſe a few paintings by Sir Joſhua Reynolds, and other 
eminent maſters. 


of Ban 325 
Fine heads of Charles I. and his 


The library is a ſpacious room, near Jo feet in length, 


and extending through the whole breadth of the building. 
The books are numerous, and well ſelected. In a ſmall 
apartment adjoining, is a cabinet, containing an extenſive 


collection of Roman and Britiſh coins, medals, &c. 
Lord Fife's park and ſurrounding plantations meaſure 14 


miles in circumference, 


The park is bounded by the two bridges of Banff and 
Alvah, and contains within its circuit a part of two coun- 
ties, and four pariſhes . The pleaſure grounds are laid 
out with much taſte and elegance, The walks are of 
creat extent and variety, ſome winding beautifully along 
the banks of the Doveran, and others leading off, in diffe- 
rent directions, to wide and diſtant plantations. 

About three miles from the houſe, where the river is 
conſiderably narrowed by the lofty and impending craigs 
of Alvah, a majeftic arch is thrown acroſs, which is highly 
pictureſque. Here the view which preſents itſelf is pecu- 
larly wild and romantic. The fine windings of the river, 


the rugged ſcenery on either fide, the overhanging woods, 
and, | 


5 ——— the precipice abrupt, 
Projecting horror on the blacken'd flood, 
THOMSON. 


lorm a landſcape truly grand, and worthy the pencil of a 
Claude Lorraine. 


Agriculturs 


* Counties of Aberdeen and Banff, and the pariſhes of Banff, Gamrie, 
Alvah and King Edward. 
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- Agriculture and Improvements. The ftate of, agriculture 
in this pariſh continued 88 For almoſt A * pre. 
ceding 1754. A $0 

This fact is Saeed, by ad that the Jand rent 
ſuſfered little or no change during the above period. From 
the proven rental in the former decreet of ſtipend, it ap- 
pears, that the lands belonging to the town paid no advance 
of rent from 1635 to 1729. | 

The extenſive paſturage of the Gallow-hill, the property 
of the town, was then rented at the me ſum of 10 merks 
yearly. 

In 1754, the town-conncil feued out theſe grounds to 
the inhabitants at 10's. per acre, with a reſerve to them of 
buying up the fen-duty at 25 years purchaſe. 

Induſtry, ſuperior culture, the advantages of ſea-weed, 
and vicinity to the town, have now rendered what was ori. 
ginally barren, fertile and productive. 

Theſe lands are regularly ſubdivided, and incloſed with 
ſubſtantial ſtone fences, may be let from L. 2 to L. 3 an 
acre, and produce excellent crops of all kinds. A few 
fields adjoining the town are rented ſo high as L. 5 and 
L. 6 per acre. Theſe are chiefly occupied by gardeners, 
who raiſe pot-herbs and other vegetables for the ſupply of 
the inbabitants. 

About 40 years ago, potatoes Fe turnips were e 
ed, as rare vegetables, in the garden, and were not brought 
to market. Now, cattle are chiefly fed by turnip; potatoes 
are frequently given to horſes, and are ſold in great abmn- 
dance by the gardeners, and in the weekly merken, at 60. 
and 7 d. a peck, of 32 lbs weight. 

It is a curious fact, that on the introduction of this uſe- 
ful rot, the great landholders were alarmed leſt it ſhould 
be the means of depreciating the value of grain, the ſtaplc 
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commodity of the country. The effect, however, has been 
the reverfe; grain of all kinds being, for ſome. years paſt, 
in greater demand, and at nen prices, than at _ —— 
period. 00-39: Ol 

Prior to the year 1754, the proctice of eigwrh otic; 
was little known. No ſooner was the harveſt completed, 
than the whole country became one great commen, and every 
farmer conſidered he had an undoubted right to paſture his 
locks on his nleiglibour s fields.” In thoſe days, even the 
belt farms were generally divided intb what is called But- 
eld At infeld; and both Were waſted by an injudicious 
mode of croppihg. From this torpict ſtate che farmer was 
rouſed by tlie ſpirited exertiotis of the late Earl of F itrdla- 
ter, who trappily introdticed a new ſyſtemn of farming in 
this coüntry. His Hördſinñip, during his reſidence in the 
Calle of Banff, having taken vie df his fur ms itito lis own 
pollemon, Ueterthined to cultivate it after the moſt appro- 
red methods then known in the kingdom. With this 
view, he engagetl an active und experienced overſeer from 
England, to whom he de volved the management of this 
farm, and in a few years improved it in a ftile and manner 
unknown in this country x. F 

To conquer the power of habit, and eradicate ancient 
prejudices, is often a fruitleſs attempt, and is a taſk pecũ- 
larly difficult in effecting agricultural improvements. Such, 
E Was the Tallueiice 111 . "Lorfibit's eminent ex- 
which he afforded his tenants, that, in a ben years, er 
of induſtry and enterpriſe. pervaded all ranks of proprietors | 
and farmers in this country, and produced a ſtriking 1 im- 
provement in the ſoil and appearance of this pariſh and 
l:ighbourhood. 


Lord 


* See Agricultuzal Report of this couuty, by Mr Donaldion, 
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Lord Findlater was alſo the firſt who introduced, on 
large ſcale, the practice of fallow, and the uſe of lime, ſoy. 
ing graſs-ſeeds, turnip and other green crops; improvement; 
now generally adopted, and with great ſucceſs. His Lord 


ſhip's improvements, with the general mode of farming 


practiſed in this corner, will be found more fully detailed 


in the Agricultural Reports of this county. 


| Farms —The farms moſt remarkable for beauty, extent 
and improvement, in this pariſh, are, Colleonard and Boin- 
die Hills, belonging to Lord F indlater, and Blairſhinnoch, 
the property of Lond Banff. The firſt of theſe was one of 
Lord Findlater's experimental farms. It lies on a gentle 
declivity, opening to the ſouth, and commands a variety of 
pleaſing proſpects. The fields are laid out with much taſte 
and judgment, incloſed and ſubdivided with hedge-rons 
and belts of thriving wood. It bears a ſtriking reſemblance 
to a fine Engliſh farm, and to thoſe who remember its for- 
mer appearance, it ſeems altogether a new creation. The 
farm of Blairſhinnoch contains about 400 acres, and is ge- 
nerally a productive field. | 

Boindie Hills is chiefly occupied as a ſheep farm, and 
proves a very lucrative poſſeſſion to Mr Milne, affording 


excellent paſture to a flock of 200 to 300 ſheep, chiefly of 


Engliſh breed, and of the largeſt fize. 

Nor, in this account, muſt we omit the little farm of 
 Cowden Knows *, diſtant about a mile from the town, and 
juſtly celebrated — its rural beauty. 
Attracted by its wild and ſimple ſcenery, the preſent le- 
nant has choſen this ferme ornee as a ſummer retreat. 

From 


* This is not ſuppoſed to be the ſcene of the plaintive Scots ballad. 
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From his clay-built cottage, ſituated on a riſing ground, 
there is an extenſive view of the Murray Frith, of the lof- 
ty mountains of Sutherland and Caithneſs, and various 
woodland proſpects. 

This favoured ſpot is ace quite in the paſtora) 
file. 


Here no rude ploughman fide-long lays the glebe, 
* — — Nor ſower ſtalks 

i With meaſur'd ſteps, ———— 

« Nor harrow follows, harſh, to ſhut the ſcene.” 


TrwonzON, 


The preſent occupier aſpires not to the extravagant 
praiſe which Dean Swift beſtows on the man © who makes 
* one ear of corn to grow where there was none before.” 


= — Juvat arva videre 
Non raſtris hominum, non ulli obnoxia cure. 


VIRG. GEORG. 


Prices of grain, &'c. at different periods. Meal was ſold, 
by contract for ſeven years, at 8 s. 6d. per boll, commen- 
ang with crop 1758; at 9s. for the ſame period, commen- 
ang with crop 1764; and at 9s. 6d. from 1767. Ten 
hillings was conſidered a reaſonable price for a contract of 
ſeven years, commencing 1768. The medium price of 
meal, for 20 years preceding 1782, was 118. 74 d.; and 
rom that year to 1795, about 13s. 2 d. 

For ſome years paſt, oats have been ſold at xs. 1 d. and 
18. 2d. per ſtone weight v. Meal and barley have given 
Foportionably high prices. Such was the alarming defici- 

Vor. XX. 3 ency 


* The boll cf oats ſometimes weighs 14, 18, and ſometimes 16 ſtones. 
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q ency of crop 1795, that meal was ſold in this pariſh at 21, In 
4 a boll of eight {tones Dutch weight, and barley at 25 8. has tl 
3 Implements than 
4 | | 115 Carts 
5 * Barley of a good kind generally weighs from 18 to 20 ſtones per Mr L 
3 1 3 them, 
85 Owing to the late injudicious opening of the ports for importation, and 
5 the threatening of a farther depreſſion of the diſtilleries, there is at preſent J 5. = 
; an extraordinary ſtagnation in the ſale of grain, which muſt he attended hicle 
A with the moſt ſerious conſequences to the farmer, broug 
. In ſeaſons of plenty, the impolicy of opening the nts "M Angertal the ec 
4 tauſt be obvious to the humbleſt capacity. When prices are low, in con- 
7, ſequence of ſuch plenty, a bounty ought to be giver. upon exportation; and The 
4 that bounty ought to be continued until the price riſes to a certain height, name 
4 «© There mult be ſomething very ſeductive, or very profitable, in the im- carria 
4 * portation of foreign grain; for all the laws that have hitherto been made bandr: 
44 % to prevent it, have been evaded; and yet, except the importer, it ii Se 
4 „ clearly againſt the intereſt of every other perſon in the kingdom: for it either 
4 is deſtructive of our own agriculture; and we have ſeen, from certain evi. ny, | 
9 <« dence, that it raiſes the price of grain upon the conſumer, , both o 
2 While the ancient laws laid the country open to the importation of fo. 
A &« reign grain, by injudicious duties or reſtrictions upon our own produce, No 
5 « our farmers were diſpirited; a great part of the foil lay without culture; 
"I « the price of grain was conſequently high; and population was reitrain. aurſer. 
4 6.00... was be 
3 « When the reſtrictions were not only removed, but hounties given upon 
* © the exportation of our excreſcent ſtock, hy the acts of 1688 and 1700, 
9 6 the happieſt eſfects were immediately experienced: Theſe laws acted hte The 3 
; : oy magic; ; our ag riculture e roſe, a3 irom tlie dead; population in- da 
4 « creaſed: and niicad of ting the bread if foreign nations, we not only 3 Proſp 
* „ maintained ali our own people, at a liver rate than was ever known betore, « ef 
9 ** but the kingdom received an tis addition of riches and ftrengt) Mr'D 
© from the money brought in, ſrom the increaſe of ſſi pping, and from tie N 
« people employed in raifing and exporting the tus of our produce: ring lon 
« A ſtate of proſperiy which continued without interruption for above | 
* half a century after the Union. No ſooner was importation again en. * The 
couraged, than our agriculture Janguilhed, our exportation declined, aud Since 
4 the prices of grain: roſe ?? | © loaked 
„ Importation of foreign grain acts like a mole under ground; we knov uſuall 
„nothing ot its operations but ly the heaps which its roiſ's 3 and when ain, is 
ce thele heaps che to cover nn Sth, 13th, or even a 475th part 9 du pleme 
% own ſoil, it is bigh tine to turn them down,” ” Prefer 
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Implements of Huſbandry.—In no branch of agriculture 
has there been a more ſtriking and eſſential improvement 
than in the conſtruction of the implements of huſbandry. 
Carts were not uſed in this pariſh till the year 1728, when 
Mr Duff of Corſindae, then reſiding in Banff, introduced 
them, having procured two“ zzmber carts,” at the price of 
55, each. The crcel or curroch was then the common ve- 
hicle in uſe. Grain, meal, and lime for exportation, were 
brought hither on horſeback, from the molt inland parts of 
the country. | | 

The only plough then uſed, was what is known by the 
name of the old Scottiſh plough, in its rudeſt form. Now, 
carriages, ploughs, harrows, and the various utenſils of huſ- 
dandry, of the moſt approved and modern conſtruction, are 
either imported from Leith, or manufactured in this coun- 
try. Theſe are generally painted; a practice which has 
both ornament and utility to recommend it *. 


Nurſry.—Adjoining the farm of Colleonard, there is a 
nurſery of conſiderable extent, conducted by Mr Reid. It 
was begun about 30 years ago, and has of late been greatly 

enlarged 


The above facts and obſervations are taken from © An Inquiry into the 
* Corn Laws and Corn 'Trade of Great Britain, and their influence oa the 
* Proſperity of the Kingdom; by the late Alexander Dirom, Eſq; of Muir- 
n 

Mr Dirom was amply qualified for the inveſtigation of cheſe important 
ubjects. He was particularly acquainted with the ſtate of this county, ha- 
ung long reſided in Banff. 


* The ingenious Biſhop of Llandaff, in his Chemical Effays, obſerves, 
Since the ſame piece of wood lus different weights, when dry, and when 
* ſoaked with water, the covering carts, plongzhs, and other huſbandry gear 
uſually made of aſh, with a ccarſe kind of paint which will keep out the 
* raln, is a practice full as ſerviceable in leſſening the weight of the im- 
" Plement which is to be moved by the ſtrength of man or horſe, as in 
Frelerving the wood from decay,” 
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enlarged and improved. It occupies between 15 and 20 
acres, and contains all the variety of fruit and foreſt trees, 
ever-green and flowering ſhrubs, flower roots and plants, 
which are in demand in this climate. 

A. gentleman in this neighbourhood, Mr Garden of 
Troup, 1n the courſe of three or four years, has planted 
from Mr Reid's nurſery, the immenſe number of one mil. 
lion nine hundred thouſand trees, beſides what he procured 
from other quarters, and the greater part in a thriving 
ſtate *, 


Moodi, G. It is generally fuppoſed, that a conſiderable 
part of this pariſh, towards the ſouth-weſt, has been covered 
with woods, and belonged to the ancient foreſt of Boin. 
A ſimple diftich, which tradition has handed down, con- 
firms this opinion : | 

From Culbirnie Þ to the ſea, 
You may ſtep from tree to tree. 


There is ſtill in poſſeſſion of a farmer in that quarter, an 
oak tree, 30 feet long, which was dug up in the neighbour- 
hood of his farm. 

Since the decay or demolition of that foreſt, there were 
very few trees in this diſtrict, till the year 1756, when Lord 
Fife began his plantations. 'Theſe are now of great extent 


and variety, and in a flouriſhing ſtate. 


The woods on Lord Findlater's eftates in this parilh are 
likewiſe thriving, and of conſiderable extent. 

All theſe plantations add greatly to the decoration of 
the country, to the comfort of the poor, and to the facility 


of every branch of induſtry. 
| y branch of 1 y. 1 


* In theſe plantations a balm of Gilead fir, laſt ſeaſon, adyanced 20 
znches in height. 


+ Culbirnie, a farm about three miles diſtant from the ſea. 
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Ecclęſiaſtical State. From the public records it appears, 
that the kirk of Banff was rebuilt by the town - council in 
the year 1471, when Sir James Ogilvie of Deſkford was 
provoſt. They endowed a chaplain, with ten merks of 
ſtipend, beſides a living out of the common fund. Before 


this period, the chaplainry of St Mary, of the order of Car- 


melites, was the only other eſtabliſhment of worſhip in the 
royalty. „ | 
The pariſhes of Banff and Inverboindie continued united 


till the year 1634, when Mr Alexander Seton, then mini- 


ter of Banff, brought an action“ of valuation and modifica« 
tion of the teinds againſt the heritors, by which the union 
was declared void, and each holden to be a ſeparate pariſh, 
and diſtin congregation. 

The firſt miniſter of this pariſh, after its disjunction from 
Boindie, was Mr Alexander Seton. He died 1679, and was 
ſucceeded by Mr Patrick Innes, miniſter of Deſkford, who 


died anno 1699. His ſucceſſor in office was Mr William 


Hunter, miniſter of Tyrie. In 1712, Mr Hunter being ſu- 
ſpended from preaching, upon his refuſal of the abjuration 
oath, the church was ſupplied by the brethren of the neigh- 
bourhood. The following year he returned to his charge, 
and died 1716. Mr James Innes was admitted in Decem- 
ber 1716, and died September 1753. In December fol- 
lowing, Mr Robert Trail, miniſter at Kettins, was admit- 
ted; and in October 1761, was preferred to the Divinity 


Chair 


* The Earl of Airly, Lord Deſkford, and the other heritors, unanimouf. 
ly ſubmitted the terms of the disjunction, and amount of ſtipend, to Patrick 
Archbiſhop of Glaſgow, and John Biſhop of Roſs. Accordingly, theſe ar- 
biters ſettled the boundaries of the two pariſhes, and fixed the quantum of 
ſtipend payable to each miniſter, at 3 chalders of victual, and 350 merks 


of money, with the vicarage teinds zp/a corpora. This judgment was con- 
armed by the Lords Commiſſioners of Teinds. 
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Chair in the Univerſity of Glaſgow. He was ſucceeded by 
Mr Andrew Skene, miniſter of Keith, who died at Bath, in 
December 1792. 

The preſent incumbent, Mr Abercromby Gordon, v was 
admitted in Auguſt 1793. 

The pariſh church was built in the years 1789 and 1790, 
after the model of the new church at Dundee ; of which 
Mr Pennant ſays, * It is built in a ſtile that does credit to 
« the place, and ſhews an enlargement of mind in the Pref. 
<< byterians, who now begin to think that the Lord may be 
“e praiſed in beauty of holineſs.” | 

The body of the church meaſures 80 feet in length, and 
co of breadth, within the walls, It is of proportionable 
height. Four Ionic columns ſupport the galleries, which 
form five ſides of an octagon, and are high and ſpacious. 
The church is elegantly finiſhed within, and, excluſive of 
roomy paſſages, will contain 1500 perſons. The pulpit 1s 
perhaps raiſed to an incommodious height, being an aſccnt 
of 21 ſteps. Some of my brethren, accuſtomed to a more 
humble »o/rum, decline officiating in ſo elevated a fitua- 
tion, and are ready to exclaim with the poet, 


How fearful 
And dizzy 'tis, to caſt one's eyes fo low! 
— III look no more, 
Leſt my "BOP turn, and the deficient fight 
Topple down headlong. SHAKESPEARE. 


The roof is a curious and maſſy ſtructure. It has ten prin- 
cipal couples, whoſe beams extend the whole width of the 
houfe, and ſupport the cieling. The couples are ftrongly 
bound with iron, having 500 pounds weight on each. 
The ſpire ſtill remains in an unfiniſhed ftate, which gives 
the whole building a heavy and awkward appearance. It 


is intended, however, to reſume the work next ſeaſon. 
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The church has already coſt L. 2400. The old church 
was taken down only laſt year, excepting an ancient vault- 
ed aiſle, on the ſouth fide, now a burying place of Lord 
Banff's family. 

By a late decree of augmentation, the miniſter's ſtipend 
is 60 bolls barley, 52 bolls meal, L. 63 Sterling money. 
In this are included the vicarage tithes converted, and L. 5 
as the allowance for communion-elements. 

The glebe, which conſiſts of ſeven and one half acres, is 
a beautiful and fertile field, immediately adjoining the 
town. 

The manſe was fubſtantially repaired about three years 
ago, and is a comfortable reſidence. For this purpoſe, and 
for rebuilding the garden- walls, the heritors moſt cheerfully 
granted L. 2 50, with an annual allowance to the preſent. 
miniſter of L. 10, for upholding theſe repairs, 

The garden contains nearly half an acre of ground, ant 
is a moſt productive ſpot. 

The Earl of Findlater is patron. The Magiſtrates alſo 
claim the right of patronage, and have been 1n habit of for- 
mally proteſting againſt his Lordſhip's preſentation. It is 
apprehended, however, that ſuch proteſt can be of no avail 
in preſerving their rights, unleſs made before the preſenta- 
tion is received and ſuſtained by the preſbytery, a mode 
which has not been attended to in this inſtance. 

Banff is not a collegiate charge, though the numbers os 
the people would require, and the funds 1n the pariſh are 
luficient to endow, a ſecond miniſter. Beſides the Eſta- 
blihed Church, there are three places of worſhip in this 
town, the Epiſcopal chapel, the church of Relief, and a 
Roman Catholic meeting-houſe. 

From the ſtatement of the Reverend Mr Skinner, late 
miniſter of St Andrews Chapel, the numbers in his charge 
mount nearly to 300. Formerly they were divided, and 
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belonged partly to the communion of the Church of Eng- 
land, and partly to the Epiſcopal Church of Scotland. But 
in the year 1792, when a bill paſſed in Parliament, relie- 
ving the laity of the latter perſuaſion from thoſe forfeitures, 
penalties and diſabilities, to which they had long been ſub. 
jected, both congregations, with a few exceptions, united 
under the ſpiritual juriſdiction of the Biſhop of Aberdeen. 
The chapel is conveniently fituated, neat and commodi- 


ous, and has a well-toned ſmall organ. 


The poor are admitted to the benefit of the public funds 
of the pariſh; in return for which, an annual collection is 
made in the chapel on Chriſtmas evening, which the cler- 
gyman diſtributes indiſcriminately to the poor of other per- 
ſuaſions. | | 

The church of Relief was built in the year 1780, is fi- 
tuated in the Seatown, and is a very commodious edifice, 


The congregation, which is numerous, is compoſed partly 


of families reſiding in Banff, and partly of people from 
neighbouring pariſhes. 

The numbers from this town and pariſh, according to a 
communication of their miniſter, are as follows : 


From the town, - 5 360 
Country diſtrict, - = 40 
Total, - - 400 


Of theſe are ſaid to be examinable, 330. 


The poor of this congregation likewiſe ſhare in the be- 
nefit of the general funds; and a public collection is occa- 
ſionally made in their church, for the relief of the poor at 


large, which is uſually committed to the diſpoſal of the pa- 


riſh miniſter. 
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Thoſe attending the Roman Catholie meetinghouſe 
from this pariſh, according to the ſtatement of their cler- 
gyman, are in number 96; of which, 74 are examinable. 


Poor-—The funds for the maintenance of the numerous 
poor in this pariſh are conſiderable. 

The permanent funds, valuing two incloſures of land at 
25 years purchaſe, amount to nearly L. goo Sterling, in- 
cuding L. 200 allotted for the ſupport of the poor's 
ſchool. 


Intereſt of money, . - L. 27 0 © 
Land rent 5 14 © © 
Weekly collections for 1797, - 98 18 0 
Penalties from delinquents, 5 3 0 68 
L. 142 18 0 

Poor who receive occaſionally, - 60 
Poor on the quarterly roll, = 1 80 
Ditto on the weekly roll, . - 10 
Total, oo - e oa 150 


The poor on the quarterly roll receive from 28. 6d. to 
js. each; thoſe on the — liſt are * allowed 
18. each. 

Previous to the quarterly diſtribution, an edict is de 
ly read from the precentor's deſk, ging the attendance 
if heritors, magiſtrates, &c. 

Beſides the ordinary weekly collections, FRAY is general- 
j an annual voluntary ſubſcription, for the relief of poor 
anilies during the rigour of wintet *. 

Vox, + © U u Here 

* This ſeaſon the Ladies have En ſubſcribed a ſam for a ſalary te 
lick-nurſe, for attending the poor during illneſs. 
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Here is a fmall hoſpital or bee houſe, which affords lodg. 
ing to eight poor decayed women: It has no other endoy- 
ment than whar is derived from the parochial funds, and 
the donations of charitable individuals * | 

In few places are the poor ſupplied with mdr Hberality 
than in Banff. Hence the great number of this deſcription 
who reſort hither from neiglibouring pariſhes, and become 
ſtationary. At the ſame time, it may be remarked, that 
here, as in moſt other towns, indigence is often marked 
with the appearance of greater wretchedneſs than in coun- 
try villages, or the ſolitary cottage. _ | 

Thoſe who are entruſted with the management of the 
poor s. funds, have too frequent cauſe to obſerve, and to la. 
ment, that our charitable contributions, intended as the re- 
ward of merit, or the refuge of misfortune, are ſometimes, 
and unavoidably, beſtowed on the indolent, the intempe- 
rate, and the undeſerving, whether natives or ſtrangers. 

But, to do the beſt, (obſerves an eloquent writer), can 
« ſeldom be the lot of man; it is ſufficient if, when oppor- 
e tunities are preſented, he is ready to do good. How 
little virtue could be practiſed, if beneficence were to 
« wait always for the moſt proper objects, and the noble 
„ occaſions ; occafions that may never happen, . a 
* that may never be found.” 


b ew remains of antiquity are to be ſeen in 
this pariſh, to attract obſervation. Of thefe few, the old 
religious houſes merit a place in this account. | 

| Here 

* Mr George "ROT a native of this county, lately bequeathed L. 109% 
Sterling to the Magiſtrates of Banff, for the expteſs purpoſe of building a 
hoſpital or infirmary, The money becomes ſoon payable, and ſuch an ule- 


ful inſtitution will prove a moſt ſubſtantial benefit to this part of the coun 
try, fo far diſtant from the Infirmary at Aberdeen. 
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Here was a convent. of Carmelites, or White Friars, 
conſecrated to the Virgin Mary. This order of mendicant 
friars derived their origin and name from Mount Carmel, 
in Syria. St Lewis, King of France, returning from Aka, 


brought along with him ſome of this ſect, whom he 
eſtabliſhed in Paris. They were afterwards divided into 


zi provinces, of which Scotland was the zgth. They 


were denominated White Friars, from their exterior drefs. 
lt ſeems probable, that a convent of theſe Carmelites was 
cabliſhed in Banff, by Alexander III.; although the firſt 
Sovereign grant reſpecting it on record, is dated © Apud 
* Sconam, imo die Aug. 1324,” 
beatæ Marize Virgini, et religioſis fratribus ordinis de 
Monte Carmelite, capellam beatæ Marie juxta villam 


* de Banff, una cum doto ad eandem capellam pertinente, | 


ad ædificandam ibidem eccleſiam, et alios domos ſui or- 
* dinis, et ad inhabitandum Dom. locum cum fratribus 

ejuſdem ordinis, preſenti pontifice ejuſdem fratribus ſpe- 
* caliter eſt conceſſum: præterea, damus et concedimus 
hac preſta carta noſtra, confirm. fratribus ibidem Deo 
ſerxientibus, et pro ſervituris, illam davatum terrz *, 
eum pertinentiis quæ ad didtam capellam ante preſentem 


* collationem noſtram pertinere ſolebant, ad inveniendum 


* pane, vinum, et ceram, ad cultum Domini ibidem di- 

vinius exercendum.“ | | + 
The habit of the order was white, and on the 85 part 
of their mantle were ſeveral rolls of ſtuff. But this habit 
being diſagreeable to the people, Pope Honorius IV. or- 
(ered them to age their garb. Aen. they laid 
aſide 


* This is the fine plain called the Daw-haugh, on which Puff Honſe 
+ This field, together with ſandy hills, &c. made a davoch of land, 
poſed to contain 416 acres. Vide Statiſtical Report of Rhynie. 
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aſide the bands or rolls from their mantle, and wore after. 
wards a white cloak, above a grey or tawny gown. 

The arms they aſſumed was a repreſentation of the Vir. 
gin Mary, and of our Saviour, elevated on a temple; and 
below, the figure of a ANTI? his TEN: and 1 in a 
kneeling poſture. 

Sir Walter Ogilvie of Devlogns, eager to acquire an ad. 
dition of landed property, laid in his claim, before the Re- 
formation, for a gift of this religious convent, and obtained 
a grant thereof, anno 1544. The family of Denlugas re- 
tained poſſeſſion of theſe heritages till 1630, when they be- 
came the property of the Earl of Airly, and in 1690 
were purchaſed by the Laird of Bracco, anceftor of Lord 
Fife. The ſuperiority, with the feu-duties, were gifted 
by James VI. to the King's College of Aberdeen, and 
bought from them, in 1752, by the Earl of Fife. 

Iwo of the Carmelite cells are till to be ſeen, near the 
old church, in a pretty entire ſtate. ; 

The beautiful green mount in Lord Fife's park, and ano- 
ther of inferior fize, ſituated in the middle of the town, 
formed a part of the Carmelites territory. Theſe mounts 


appear to have been chiefly the work of art, and are ſup- 


poſed to be the labours of pennance enjoined by the frater- 
nity. 

On the mount in Duff Houſe park, are ſtill to be re- 
membered the ruins and foundation of their chapel, around 
which was the conſecrated ground of the ſepulchre. Here 
many bones of the dead were found, and by the care of 


Lord Fife depoſited in a large urn, elevated on a pedeſtal 
5 near 


* To this grant William Smith, Prior of the Carmelites in Banff, Sit 
John Chriſtoſom, Prior at Aberdeen, and ſeyeral other brethren, are ſub- 


ſeribers. , | 
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near the mount. In the ſame ground, on an eminence, 
overhanging the river, his Lordſhip has built an elegant 
mauſoleum. It is of Gothic architecture, ſurrounded with 
rubbery, 


« The cypreſs and the yew's funereal ſhade,” 


and forms a ſtriking ornament to the park. The windows 
are of painted glaſs, in caſements of ſtone, and in front are 
placed two beautiful figures in ſtatuary, emblematical of 
Faith and Hope. | 
Among the monuments in the mauſoleum, is one of cu- 
rious ſculpture, and great antiquity, ſacred to the memory 
of John Duff of Maldavat, an anceſtor of Lord Fife. It was 
brought hither a few years ago, together with the aſhes of 
the deceaſed, from the family burying-place, in the aiſle 
of Cullen, In this monument is rudely ſculptured the fi- 
gure of a warrior in full coat of armour, with this inſcrip- 
tion, Hic jacet Johanes Duf. de Maldavat. et Baldavi. 
© obiit 2 Julii. 1404, &c *. 
The monument of greateſt antiquity in the church, 
ſeems to be that in Lord Banff's aiſle, with the following 
inſcription : | 
Ano Dni 1558. 29 Nove 
Obiit. Valterus. Ogilvy. de. Dynlvgvs. Miles. 
Prepofits. Hu. Urbis, &c f. 


Caſtle 


The late reverend and ingenious Mr Cordiner, of this place, in the 
24th number of his Remarkable Ruins, &c. in North Britain, has given an 
elegant delineation of this ancient monument, accompanied with a ſhort 
deſcription of it, and of the other monuments in Lord Fife's Mauſoleum. 

f As a ſpecimen of the verſification of ancient epitaphs in this pariſh, 
the following are ſubjoined ; | 
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Caftle of Banff — The Caſtle of Banff was a conſtabulyy 
of old, ſuch as Cullen, Elgin, Forres, and Nairn. It wy 
a place of ſtrength, and {aid to be accafionally the reſidence 
of the King, when viſiting this part of his dominions. In 
his Majeſty's abſence, it was the meſſuage of the thane, 
ſheriff, or conſtable, and the ſeat where juſtice was admini. 
ſtered. 

By the public records it appears, had Walter de Leſlie 
obtained a charter, dated at Perth, 1364, of many lands, 
among others, of Blairſhinnoch in this pariſh, for furniſhing 
to the King a ſoldier to attend him, at three bead courts: 
« Apud Caſtram de Banffe. The office of ſheriff continued 
annexed to the caſtle till 1636, when the ſheriffdom was 
refigned by the Earl of Buchan to Sir James Baird of Auch- 
medden ; and the caſtle to Mr Sharp, father of the Archbi- 
{hop of St Andrew's 

In 1683 Sir —— Sharp of Sionyhill a0 the Caſtle 


of Banff to Provoſt Leſlie of Kininvie, from whom the fa 


mily of Findlater afterwards derived their right of pro- 


Pert y. 
The 
Lo, here interred, lies the pretious duſt of that renowned - Defaces. 
Soul ſaving Seton, 
Preacher in this Town, 
The Key of Knowledge, 
And Glory of the Gown, - . Date defaced, 


On John Andrew, town-clerk of Banff, anno 16—, 
Here lies a Man whoſe Tongue and Pen 
Did what they eould to profit Men, 
His life did prove moſt Chriſtian, 
So reſts, to riſe to Glore again. 


In the church- yard is a handſome pyramidical monument, with an ele. 


Fgant inſcription on white marble, to the memory of the late Admiral Got. 


don and his ſon, 


of Banff. 3 


bulary The caſtle and adjoining grounds hold of the Crown 
It wa blench, and pay neither ceſs, ſtipend, nor any burden what- 
dence ever. The ſheriff's office was reſigned in 1681, by Baird 
My hb of Auchmedden, to the Earl of Findlater, who enjoyed the 
thane, MW right till the abolition of heritable juriſdictions in 1748. 

dmini. part of the ancient wall is yet entire; and the remains of 

the moat and intrenchments are ſtill viſible. 
Leſlie Excepting a ſmall adjoining houſe, the reſidenee of Arch- 


- lands, biſhop Sharp's ſather, the caftle is now a plain modern | ; 

niſhing building . Its ſituation is uncommonly pleaſing and ro- | . 
-ourts: mantic, and few dwellings can boaſt of a greater variety of | q 
ntinued charming proſpects. | I 
m Was In the caſtle are ſome good paintings 'and prints ; ptirti- | 8 
PR cularly a picture of the celebrated Jamiefon, by his own 1 
\ rchbi- hand. He is repreſented fitting in his painting chamber, be. 
with his hat on, and his pallet before him. On the walls ON 

. Caſtle his room ſeem careleſsly to be _ leveret productions ; þ 
the fa⸗ of his various pencil. | 

of pro- Near to the caſtle was ſituated the 'chaplaitry of the 1 
Holy Rood, or Santi: Crucis, conſecrated in commemorution 4 [ 

The of our Saviour's ſufferings. At what period, or by what 1 

5 founder, this chapel was erected, no information can be de- | F 


Defaced. rived, either from tradition or ancient record. From an old 


5 1. 

repiſter of the town - council, 1544, we learn, that this reli- 91 

gious houſe lay within the liberties of the burgh, and com- ; ö 

prebended, * terras piſcatorias vocatas vulgatiter Fiſber's 9 

defaced. Lands, 2 0 
* This was long the reſidence of the late Counteſs Dowager of Findla- ii 

tr, a lady not more diſtinguiſhed by her high rank, than by the unaſſuming * 

maers, and unwearied benevolence, which adorned her characker. 7 

ch an ele he had, indeed, | | Y 2 
e — a ter for pity, and a hand : 


Open as day to meltiug charity. 


0 


4 
F 
. 
* 
1 
i 
i 
ö . 
k 
. 
P 
= 
bi 
z 14 
. 
43 A C 
14 
1 
- 2 
1 
—_ 
_—_ 
744 
 & 
3 
Ds. 17 
= 
„ 
bs. 
— = 
1 
. 
"A 1 
xi 
3% ; 
1 
72 
* ix 
. vi 
0 1 4 
Fe. 
4 I 
7 {i 
. 
— 
v8 
a. 5 
- 208 
ey 8 5 
„ 
it 
— 
: 8 
4 
8 
-» IM 
4 n 
1-6 . 
_ 
ak x 
7 * 
9 
* * 
5 f 
0 
3 
WS; 
8 
1 1 _ 
* * * 
= 
G * 
"44 
* K WW 
— 
2 = 
£ 
Wore 
* * 
„ 
FM 
. 
* J i 
. 
"3+ 
27A 
4 
. 
. 
9 
1 
1 
* 15 
-; 
„ 
„ 
__ 
IB 
af J 
7 
* 
. 
5 W 
. 
1 
4 1 * 
ap 
=. 
1 
TH 
0 
== 
1 
wa 
= 
= 
2 
"4 
* 1 
. 
[<q 
4 1 4 
1 
4 1 
= 
* 
4. 
+ Pp 
1 
on! 
& 
14 
* 
n 
P. 
* 
if 
1 ſ 
* 
9 
8. 
ih 
Fl 


% 
S.Y 
>? 
13% 
* 
: 
by 
1 77 1 
: * 
* 
N 5 : 4 
N iy. 
_ 
ib p 
7% 
1 5 
F . 
4.98 
1, 
iv 
L/ 
5 
& 
1 


344 Statiſtical Account 


«© Lands, ex boreali, et occidentali partibus montis Caſtri 
« de Banff *.“ 

The Caſtle of Inchdrewer, on the eſtate of Lord Banff, is 
ſituated on a fine rifing ground, about four miles ſouth-weſt 
of the town. It is ſtill entire and habitable. By the ſtile 
of its architecture, it ſeems to have been built about the 
time of King James IV. or V. Thus is the opinion of the 
celebrated Groſe, who in his book of Antiquities has given 
a correct view of this caſtle +. 

Two fields, near the confines of this pariſh, are diſtin- 


guiſhed by the names of Arrdane and Swordane. Whether 


theſe have ever been the ſcenes of battle, and derived their 
names from the arrows and ſwords of the Danes, muſt be 
left to more able antiquaries to explore and determine. 


| Population. The writer of this report is not poſſeſſed of 
materials ſufficient to enable him to aſcertain, with preciſion, 
the number of inhabitants in this pariſh at former periods. 
It is obvious, however, that the great increaſe of buildings, 
in different parts of the town, has occaſioned a proportion- 
able increaſe of population. 

It appears from a liſt drawn up by the late miniſter, in 
the year 1782, that the numbers in the town then were 
2386. By a very accurate roll made up 1797, the num- 
ber is, 


In the town, — — 2860 
Country diſtrict, — 650 
351 
"= +I 


* The great cauſes aſſigned for this foundation, were, . the veneration 
* of the provoſts, et ad extirpandum hereſum dicti conventi, et propitio 
„ magni Dei, et promotam orthodoxam fidem.“ 


+ Sir George Ogilvie of Dunlugas, who was created a Baronet by King 
Charles I. on 10th July 1627, in the ſame year obtained a charter 2 
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Caſtri The following is an abſtract of marriages and births in 
the whole pariſh, from 1791 to 1797 incluſive. 


nf, is Years. Marriages. Births. b- 
1-welt 1791 _ = 46 9 
e ſtile 92 33 51 8 
at the 93 | 19 59 | ; q 
of the ,\ 2 48 „ 
given 95 18 44 1 
96 | 12 35 1 
diflin- 97- 39 36 | 
hether Average of marriages, - - 255 = 
1 their of births, - - 447 1 1 
uſt be No authentic regiſter of burials has been kept for ſeve- | b 
tal years. f I 
It is believed that the population in the country diſtrict 6 | 
Ted of of the pariſh has rather decreaſed, and for which, nearly the "6 
wy 5 ſame cauſes may be aſſigned with thoſe detailed in various 1 
eriods. Statiſtical Reports, ö ; 
dings Parents are ſometimes negligent in recording the names ; {I 
ortion- f of their children in the pariſh regiſter. Since the late en- 1 
rolment for the militia, when the inconvenience of ſuch = 
ter, neglect was often felt, the people are become more atten- 1 
* ive in this reſpect. | . 
. & 
Longevity —Although there are no inſtances of remark- 
60 ible longevity in this pariſh, many of the inhabitants attain 
30 a good old age. A trade ſman lately died, in full poſſeſſion 
10 ak his faculties, long paſt his ninetieth year. During the 
- The Vor. XX. XX preſent 
are the Great Seal, of the lands of the barony of Inchdrewer. He was after- 1 
prope” wards raiſed to the dignity of peerage, by the title of Lord Ogilvie of 7 
Banff, by letters patent to him and the heirs-male of his body, dated 33ſt 'Y 
yy King Auguſt 16.42, ; 7 
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| preſent week, (the firſt of the year 1798), have died four 
reſpectable characters, whoſe joint ages amounted to 31, 


years. The writer of this Report baptized a child about 
13 months ago, whoſe mother, grandmother, great grand. 
father, and great great grandmother, (five generations in 
dired line), are all alive. 


Air, Climate, Diſeaſes, ©c.—If the ſituation of Banff i; 
conſidered with regard to thofe circumſtances which have 
an influence on the health of the inhabitants, there are ma- 
ny advantages in this view which it poſſeſſes in an eminent 
degree. 

The town ſtands on a riſing ground, and the houſes in 
general are built on a dry hard ſtratum, in many places in- 
termixed with ſand. s 

Such a fituation 1s certainly more favourable to a free 
circulation of air than a dead flat; and the dry foundation 
of the houſes prevents thoſe deleterious conſequences which 
ariſe from breathing within doors a damp unwholeſome at. 
moſphere. From the river, flowing immediately below 
the town, there are no ſwamps in its neighbourhood ; nor 
in any direction around it are there any ſtagnating waters, 
whoſe noxious effluvia might prove injurious to health. 
Thus, from local ſituation, are the inhabitants exempted 


| frorh a ſource of contagion, whence intermittents, and many 


low fevers, derive their origin. On the other hand, as the 
town lies open to the north and north-eaſt, the cold winds 
of theſe points, blowing immediately from the ſea, render 
the inhabitants of this place liable to rheumatiſm, cougbs, 
pectoral complaints, ſore throats, and inflammatory fevers, 
The fevers of a different complexion, which ſometimes pre- 
vail, are to be conſidered, upon the moſt probable and r. 
tional principles, as originating from irregularities in living, 
from contagion, and, among the lower claſs of people, from 
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dall, confined, and often crowded houſes, where the air 
breathed is foul and nox1ous, and from inattention to clean- 
ineſs, particularly of bed and bed-clothes, which are too 
{dom waſhed, and very rarely ventilated. | 

Such exiſting cauſes will, in all ſituations, have an influ- 

ence in producing fevers of a malignant kind, or of altering 
the type of thoſe ny upon their firſt attack, appear in- 
fammatory. 

A reformation in regard to the above particulars, as far 
s it could be effected, would prove of the moſt beneficial 
conſequences. 

The advantages attending local ſituation would be much 
improved, and rendered more complete, by conducting into 
the town, from ſprings in the neighbourhood, a ſufficient 
ſupply of good wholeſome water. This meaſure, though 
expenſive, is practicable, and its expediency is apparent 
from this circumſtance, that the water in general, over the 
whole town, is more or leſs hard and brackiſh. 

Proper regulations eſtabliſhed, enforced, and uniformly 
maintained, for keeping the ſtreets perfectly clean, and free 
from all baneful and putrid ſubſtances, would be highly con- 
lucive to health and comfort. | 

An infectious fever prevailed here, with unuſual violence, 
bout the year 1782. Unwholeſome food, particularly an 
immoderatè uſe of potatoes, (that year of a bad kind), were 
among the ſecondary cauſes to which this fever was aſcri- 
bed, 

Mr Skene, the late miniſter of this pariſh, a gentleman 
ke diſtinguiſhed by his great medical knowledge, and his 
lumane gratuitous practice, wrote a ſmall treatiſe on this 
fever, in form of a © Serious Addreſs to the People,” &c. 

This ſhort addreſs, which Provoſt Robinſon was at the 
pence of printing and publiſhing, contained ſeveral plain 
ſenlible inſtructions reſpecting the prevention and treatment 
af the Gleale, and points out the means by which health 

may 
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348 Statiſtica! Account 
may be preſerved from every diſorder of an infeQtious na. 
ture *. 


Hnoculation.— The practice of inoculation for the ſmall. 
pox is by no means become general among the lower ranks, 
The too tender conſciences of the ſuperſtitious interpoſe, to 
rob them of its ſalutary benefitss We tempt Gon, fay 
they, by voluntarily bringing on a diſeaſe which we might 
poſſibly have eſcaped : We throw ourſelves 1n the way of 


danger ; we diſtruſt the Providence of Almighty Gop, who 


is all-ſufficient to deliver us. 

| Theſe words have, indeed, the appearance and the voice 
of piety, but they have nothing elſe. There are few of 
the actions of life to which the objection might not more or 
leſs apply. Does not the man, for inſtance, equally tempt 
God, who, apprehending a mortification in one of his limbs 
ſubmits to loſe it by the operation of a ſurgeon. Perhaps 
the dreaded mortification might not have taken place, and 


the patient ſacrifices his life to his timid caution. Yet no 


man of common ſenſe will diſpute, that the practice of am- 
putation is ſalutary on the whole, and is the means of pre- 
ſerving many valuable lives to the community +. 


Mineral 


* Among other advices, Mr Skene ſtrenuouſly recommends great atten- 
tion to cleanlineſs, waſhing the chamber of the ſick perſon with ſoap and 
hot water, and, upon recovery of the patient, that his apartment ſhould be 
white-waſhed with lime, freſh ſlacked, laid on hot, and the windows opened 
every day. 


The deaths by the natural ſmall-pox are generally allowed to be in 
the proportion of one in ſix, in ſeven at the very leaſt, but oftener one in 
five. - 

Now, 1 preſume it will be thought moderate to compute, that no 
above one in forty eſcape having the diſtemper, during the courſe of their 


lives, Let it be obferved, then, in the firſt place, there are thirty-nine ts 
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Mineral Springs. — As a matter connected with the health 


of the inhabitants of this place, and, under proper manage- 
ment, beneficial to the public at large, it may be proper to 
mention a powerful chalybeat ſpring, (the Well of Boindie), 
within two ſhort miles of Banff. 

In chronic caſes, attended with debility ind A 
where tonic medicines are admiſſible, the water is uſed with 
manifeſt ad vantage; but, unfortunately, this well is conſi- 
dered by the country people at-large as a Panacea, and re- 
ſorted to as ſuch by great numbers, afflicted with diſeaſes 
very oppoſite in their natures. The reſult 15 what may na- 
turally be inferred; many are cured or relieved, while 
others return not only diſappointed of expected benefit, but 
ſuffering under aggravated complaints. They ſometimes, 
too, place as much dependence on the quantity, as on the 
quality, of the water. Having but little time to ſpare to 
the faſhionable avocations of a watering- place, they are very 
n during their ſtay, and are often Known to ſwallow 

Bae | three 


one againſt eſcaping the infection; and then there are only five chances in 
favour of a perſon eſcaping with life. The whole chances in his favour, 


therefore, are but five and one-fortieth, or fix at molt ; whereas, by authen- 
tic accounts of fome late general inoculations, it appears, that out of 416 


only one died. On other occaſions the proportion has been one in o. A 
lk ſcarcely to be accounted for, when we conſider what different conſti- 
wtions muſt exiſt among ſuch a number of patients, and the ſtrong proba- 
bility of the death of fully that number, among ſo many infants, from other 
Litorders, if inoculation had been entirely ont of the queſtion. See an ad- 


mirable Sermon on the Lawfulneſs of Inoculation, by G. Gregory, F. A. S. 


author of Eſſays Hiſtorical and Moral. 

A ſurgeon in the north, preſuming that ſelf-interc{t has a ſtronger hold on 
man than ſuperſtition, bas lately opened a policy of infurance for the ſmall- 
pox. If a ſubſcriber gives him two guineas for inoculating his child, the 
lurgeon, in the event of the child's death, pays ten guineas to the parent. 
tor every guinea ſubſcribed, four guineas; for one half guinea, two gui- 
ucas; and for a crown, one guinca. 
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three gallons a-day of the ſalutiferous ſtream, beſides a rea. 
ſonable you of ſea- water. 


Roads and Bridge —The clan, as far as it extends 
through this pariſh, is kept in excellent repair. The roads 
leading to the inland parts of the country, being leſs attend. 
ed to, are not in ſuch good order. The propoſed eſtabliſh. 
ment of turnpikes muſt contribute much to the general 
improvement of this country. If the line is adhered to, 
which is already marked out in the ſurveyor's plan, the 
new road from Banff to Turreff, though not much ſhortened 
in point of diſtance, will oft beguile the traveller of his 
time, by the varied and beantiful * which will occu- 
py his attention. 

The former fine bridge over the Doveran was ſwept 2. 
way by a violent flood in 1768. Another has ſince been 
built, at the expence of Government, a little higher up the 
river, where it is ſuppoſed to be leſs in danger from the riſe 


of the water. It is a handſome ſtructure, conſiſting of ſeven 


arches *. 


of 


Harbour and Shipping. —Of old, boats and trading veſlels 


lay within the river, extending along the banks where the 


bulwark now 1s. | 
We learn from tradition, that the courſe of the Doveran, 


near its influx, was confiderably more eaſtward than at pre- 
ſent. It is ſaid to have emptied Alf at the Craig of Down, 


now Macduff. 


The 


* As an inſtance of the accuracy of ſome modern travellers, a large 
quarto- journal, lately publiſhed, informs us, that in Banff there is a fine 
bridge of nine arches over the river Dive. The river is ſometimes ſpelled 
Doveran, and ſometimes Deveron. In the Gaelic language it ſignifies the 
Black Water, and is ſo named towards its ſource in Aberdeenſhire. 
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The traditional report is corroborated by ſome ancient 


grants in favour of the Earl of Buchan, in which are ſpeci- 


fied © the ſalmon-fiſhings at the mouth of the river, and in 
« the ſea,” jacentes apud Down. 

That piece of low ground on the eaſt fide of the river, 
called the Gaws, now a part of Lord Fife's pleaſure-grounds, 
was lately the property of the town, 1s ſtill within the roy- 
alty, and, it is highly preſumable, formerly lay on the weſt 
bank of the river, which divided the earldom of Buchan 
from the county of Banff. The river, indeed, ſeems fre- 
quently to have altered its courſe ; ſometimes paſling in a 
ſtraight line through the beach, and at other times winding 
to the weſt, near the Caſtlehill, where it now runs, and 
which has been 1ts channel for ſeveral years paſt. 

The ſtream has ſometimes been ſo ſmall, as not to have 
currency ſufficient to keep the paſſage open, the water 
oozing through the bank of gravel, and preventing the en- 
trance and departure of the ſmalleſt boat. 

Hence aroſe the neceſſity of building a harbour in a more 
convenient fituation. It was begun ſo early as the year 

1625, weſtward of the river mouth. The attempt was fre- 
quently fruſtrated, and as often reſumed. After various 


interruptions, and repeated applications to Parliament, and 


to the Convention of Burghs *, the work was finiſhed about 
the 


* The Convention of Burghs appointed the Commiſſioners from Aber. 
deen, Elgin, Inverneſs, &c. as a Committee, to examine and report the 
true ſtate of the harbour, & c. Accordingly, theſe Commiſſioners met at 
Banff, and reported, That the trade appeared for years paſt to increaſe : 
That the merchants had very enterpriſing genius, but diſcouraged by the 
bar on the mouth of the river, inſomuch, that it often happened from 
* Candlemas to Martinmas the water mouth was in no condition to receive 
" a boat; and that the laſt ſeaſon, three ſhips, after being loaded, were 
locked in by the bank of gravel, ſo that 20 coaches might paſs in a breaſt 
" dry: And farther declared, That the place was exceedingly well ſituated 
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the year 177 55 and is now a moſt uſeful and arr 
harbour. 

The ſhipping Weben to this bt are at preſent 22 
fait; of which 8 are brigantines, from 100 to 210 tom 


each; and 14 fail are flops, chiefly of 60, 35 and 100 tons, 


Veſſels. Tonnage. SEE No. of Men. 
22 r ß SWORN | 


Some of theſe veſſels are employed in the London trade. 


Shipbailding is carried on here with ſucceſs. One build. 
er, eminent in his profeſſion, uſually employs 12 men, and 
has juſt finiſhed a fine brigantine of 190 tons *. 


Trade and Commerce. The ſtate of the trade and com. 


merce of this town may be judged of from the preceding 


Table of the ſhippng, and from the following Abſtrat 
Accounts of the Imports and Exports, &c. from the gti 
January 1795 to the 5th of January 1797, incluſive. 


ABSTRACT 


++ for trade, the picrs good, water deep, and accets eaſy with northerly 
« winds; adding, that, from Aberdeen to Inverneſs, there is not a harbour 
« that any ſhip-dared venture, when the wind blew hard from that airth.” 

At this harbour the burgeſſes and landholders of the town have the pri- 
vilege of importing freeſtone and flate without payment of ſhore-dues ; and 
for other articles they only pay the half of the uſual allowance of harbour 
dues, 


* The diſtreſſing intelligence has been lately received, of the total lob 
of one of theſe loops, of 50 tons, with 6 men. 
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modious | 
I bort of BANFF.—ABSTRACT ACCOUNT of Goods 
eſent 21 imported, brought and ſent Coaſt-ways, to and from this 
210 tons Port, from 5th January 1795 to 5th January 1797. 

Oo tons, | | 


Iron. [Salmon Butter Tal- Meal Barley. Oats. [Cod & 


M Year ending 5th Ja- and qmon. Ling 
en. mary 1796. Bans Barreta Cheeſe | Quar-| Quar. Quar- fiſh. 
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Abſtrad Foreign trade in- A e ARE | | 2 * 
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e. 3 mo [ 123 1 701732 6897 255 60054, 4 
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N. B. Very little foreign trade ſince the commencement of the war. 
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Port of BANFF.—An Account of the Quantity of Eng. 
liſh Coals and Cinders, Scots Coals and Culm, brought 
Coaſt-ways into this Port, from the 5th January 1795 to 


5th January 1797. 


1 


—_—_—— 


—_—— r — 


* * * — OD wa — 


Quantities of Engliſh 


Quantities of Scotch 


Chalders. Buſhels.|Chald. Buſh. 
— L 6 


1795 to sth Ja- C 1743 12 43 © 


nuary 1796. 


From 5th January N | 


— — 


1796 to sth Ja 
nuary 1797. 


| | | 
From sth January | 
1 t 994 35 27 o 619 08 


tract with a gentleman in Aberdeen, by which he ſold the 


| R 


N. B. The great increaſe in the quantity of coals imported 
in the year 1796, was occaſioned by the demands from 
the country, where peat, the uſual fuel, had been much 
deſtroyed by the rains of that ſeaſon. 


Salmon-fiſhing.—The Doveran is richly ſtored with al 
mon and trout, and yields a very handſome revenue to the 
principal proprietor, the Earl of Fife. 

In the year 1757, the late Lord Fife entered into con- 


freſh ſalmon of the Doveran, from 29th September to 1;t 
May, at three halfpence a pound. The pound of ſalmon 
now generally ſells at ſixpence, and early in the ſeaſon at 
nine-pence. 
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Comparative ſtatement of the rent of the ſalmon-fiſhing 


at different periods : 

| Years, Rent. 
N I. 299 6 6 
17 310 13 4 
175 44111 2 

1762 600 O © 
1778 850 0 0 
1795 12 50 8 60 


Provoſt Robinſon has long enjoyed the leaſe of the fiſh- 


ings, and generally employs from 80 to 100 men in the dif- 
ferent departments of the trade. | 


The fiſhing commences 3oth November, and is given up 


29th September. 


The various expences attending the fiſhing amount to a 


ſum at leaſt double of the yearly rent. 


The cruives are about a mile from the ſea, and * whole 


extent of the river-fiſhing, including its windings, does not 
much exceed four miles *. 


Manufacture: 


The preſervation of ſalmon ſeems very early to have attracted the at- 
tention of the Legiſlature. Alexander II. anno 1214, enacted at Perth, 
upon Thurſday, ** the feaſt of St Margaret, that the ftream ſhall in all parts 
be ſwo (fo) free, that ane ſwine of the age of three years, well fed, 
may turn himſelf within the ſtream round about, ſwo that his ſnout nor 
tail ſhall not touch the bank or fide of the water.” 
tle firſt conſtruction of the cruives in Scotland. 

The ſalmon is ſaid to breed or caſt his ſpawn in moſt rivers in the month 
of Auguſt, They depoſit their eggs or ſpawn in a ſafe place, in the gra- 
vel, aq then leave it to their Creator's protection. Sir Francis Bacon ob- 
deres, © the age of a ſalmon exceeds not ten years. His growth is very 

* ſudden, ſo that after he has got into the ſea, he becomes from a ſamlet, 


not ſo big as a gudgeon, ts be a ſalmon, in as ſhort a time as a goſling 
" decomes a gooſe.” | 


Hence, probably, 


ip 
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Manufaftures.—The thread and linen manufactures wert 
carried on here, a few years ago, to a very great extent. 

For the thread manufacture alone 3500 mats of Dutch 
flax were annually imported; which, at an average of L.; 
5.5. each, coſt upwards of L. 11, ooo Sterling. The opera. 
tion of milling and heckling employed about 60 men. 
When given ouf to ſpin, it afforded employment for 4000 
individuals; yielded 150,000 ſpindles of yarn, which cir 
culated about L. 10,000 among the ſpinners. The doubling 
and twiſtin g the yarn, which was done in Banff, employed 
about 200 women and children, and at the bleachfield, 
engaged the labour and attention of 40 people more. Thelc 
threads, when ſent to Nottingham or Leiceſter, were valued 
at L. 30,000 Sterling. 


This productive and uſeful branch has fince given place 


to the ſtocking manufacture, which is alſo conducted on 3 
very extenſive ſcale by Meſſrs Robinſons. 

The lock ings are wove on a highly improved frame, of 
which theſe gentlemen are the ſole patentees. 

They have 150 of theſe frames, for the manufacturigg 
of ſilk, cotton, and worſted ſtockings. From the nature oi 
the work, and the advanced ſtate of the mechanical arts 

which has neceſſarily abridged human labour, this manu- 

tacture does not offer employment to ſuch numbers as the 

branch formerly mentioned. In the ſeveral departments of 
the work, however, about 560 perſons of different deſcrip 
cons arc conltantly engaged. 
x | — Young 


It is a curious circuiaſtance, and perhaps but little known, that the chief 
ronſumption of pickled ſalmon, when {irlt in ſeaſon, and when prices de 
high, is by the loweſt claſſes of the people in London. The middle ranks, 
and thoſe immediately above them, abitain generally trom ſuch indulgen- 
ces until the prices are moderate. See an admirable treatiſe on the Polit 
of the Metropolis, by P. Colquhoun, Eſq; L. L. D. late Provolt of C 
20, 41d Nuw Ont Gi tic Mag iltlates vi the Police ivr London. 
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Young men, from 14 to 16 years of age, will ſometimes 
make 40 pairs worſted ſtockings in one week, and at the 
afual hours allotted to labour. Theſe ſtockings generally 
ſell at 3 8. 6 d. a pair. 

The medium gain of the frame · worker may amount to 
78. 6 d. or 85. a week. 

The worſted is chiefly ſpun on the two-handed Leiceſter- 
ſhire wheel. 

A woman who is a diligent and capable ae will 
earn from 5 s. to 6s, weekly. The "_ gains are from 
28. 6 d. to 3 8. 

A conſiderable quantity of the ſtockings are diſpoſed of 
in wholeſale, to the ſhopkeepers in the town and country . ; 
but the principal market for the manufacture is London. 

The linen trade is ſtill continued, though on a more con- 
tracted ſcale than formerly. This branch may now — 
about 20 weavers, 


Soap and Candles. — A ſoap and candle work, belonging 
to a company in Banff, employs a manager and four men, 
and pays annually to Government L. 5 Ste ling. 


Brewery.—The brewing of ale, beer. and porter, is car- 
ried on here to a conſiderable extent. The annual conſump- 
tion of barley is generally 1200 bolls; and the duty to Go- 
vernment L. 700. The number of hands employed amount 
to eight, The ſtrong beer has long been in high repute, 
and in great demand, from various and diſtant parts of the 
country, The porter, when kept in bottle about a year, 
s ſufficiently palatable, and has beeen known ſometimes 


to deceive the taſte of a connoiſſeur in that wholeſome be- 
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358 Statiſtical Account 


A Rope and Sail Manufafture has for ſome time been cit. 
ried on here, though not to great extent. 


Brick and Tile Work. —The late Dr Saunders of this 
place, a gentleman of enterpriſing ſpirit, eſtabliſhed, ſere. 
ral years ago, a brick and tile work on his farm, about two 
miles from the town, It is ſtill carried on with ſucceſs, 
(and on an extenſive plan), by his ſon. The work poſſeſſes 
great advantages from its local fituation, having the com- 


mand of a ſmall harbour for the importation of coals, and 


for exporting part of the produce of the manufacture. Mr 


Saunders generally employs eight or nine men, beſides an 


overſeer, | | 

A brickwork on a ſmaller ſcale has lately been ſet on 
foot in the vicinty of the town. 

In the various branches of mechanical induſtry, this town 
can boaſt of ſeveral eminent workmen; but on this article 


the limits of a Statiſtical Report do not allow of a minute 


detail. 


Markets.—There is a regular weekly market. It is held 
on Friday, and is well ſupplied with proviſions of all kinds. 
There are alſo in Banff three annual fairs. 


Poſt-Ofice Ahe revenue ariſing from the Poſt-Offce 
has increaſed ſince the eſtabliſnment of a daily mail. It 
amounts to nearly L. 800 per annum. 

Great hopes are entertained of a ftill earlier diſpatch of 
the mails from Edinburgh, a meaſure which would be at 
tended with ſignal advantages to the towns north of tie 
metropolis. 


Banking Ofices.— The Bank of Scotland, and the Bans- 
ing Company in Aberdeen, have each of them eſtabliſhed 
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a branch in this town. Meſſrs Reid and Imlach, the agents, 
tranſact buſineſs to the extent of L. 150,000 to L. 200,000 
per annum. 


Battery. During the late war, a ſmall battery was erect- 
ed on the high ground near the harbour. It is nearly of 
the half. moon conſtruction, with turf embraſures *, and 
mounts two 18 pounders, and four 12 pounders, beſides two 
feld pieces. 


On one fide of the gateway is ſituated the ſtore-houſe 


and powder- magazine, on the other a guard - room and offi- 
cer's apartment. 

Having an extenſive command of the bay, this battery 
might afford protection againſt the depredations of a ſingle 
privateer; but whether ſuch works, thinly ſcattered along 
the coaſt, would prove of ſubſtantial ſervice in the event of 
invaſion, is a point ſomewhat problematical +, 


Military 4fſpeiations.—The Banff-ſhire Volunteers con 
liſt of 16 companies, under the command of Colonel the 
Right Honourable the Earl of Fife, Lord-heutenant of the 


county, 
That 


* The embraſure in batteries is now condemned by able engineers, and 
the low parapet recommended in its room, ſo that the guns may be point - 
ed in any direction within the ſcope of the work. 


Colonel Dirom, a native of this town, in his ingenious © Plans for the 
Defence of Great Britain,“ &c. obſerves, © Indeed it is impoſſihle to 
line the coaſt of an extenſive country in ſuch a manner with batteries, as 
* to protect it from an invading enemy; tor they can be placed in few ſi- 
* tuations in which they may not be avoided: and it otherwite, the guns 
in them are generally ſo unwieldy and difficult to traverte, that they may 
.* be approached and ſtormed without much danger to the allailants. Bat 
© teries ought therefore to be erected with great caution, and perhaps on- 
* ly in ſituations ſtrong by nature, where they may not eaſily be ſurpriled 
* attacked on the land-ſide.“ 
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A Rope and Sail Manufafure has for ſome time been car. 
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Brick and Tile Work.—The late Dr Saunders of thy 27 
place, a gentleman of enterpriſing ſpirit, eſtabliſhed, ſeve. 


ral years ago, a brick and tile work on his farm, about two N 
miles from the town. It is ſtill carried on with ſucceſs ok 
(and on an extenſive plan), by his ſon. The work poſſeſſes the ha 
great advantages from its local fituation, having the com- had 


mand of a ſmall harbour for the importation of coals, and 0 
for exporting part of the produce of the manufacture. Mr = 


Saunders pi employs eight or nine men, beſides an 47 - 
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In the various branches of mechanical induſtry, this town 292 
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a branch in this town. Meſſrs Reid and Imlach, the agents, 
tranſa& buſineſs to the extent of L. 1 50,000 to L. 200,000 
per annum. . 


Battery. During the late war, a ſmall battery was erect- 
ed on the high ground near the harbour. It is nearly of 
the half. moon conſtruction, with turf embraſures *, and 
mounts two 18 pounders, and four 12 pounders, beſides two 
field pieces. . 

On one fide of the gateway is ſituated the ſtore-houſe 
and powder-magazine, on the other a guard room and offi. 
cer's apartment. 

Having an extenſive command of the bay, this battery 
might afford protection againſt the depredations of a ſingle 
privateer ; but whether ſuch works, thinly ſcattered along 
the coaſt, would prove of ſubſtantial ſervice in the event of 
invaſion, is a point ſomewhat problematical +, 


Military A ſſociat ions. — The Banff-ſhire Volunteers con- 
liſt of 16 companies, under the command of Colonel the 
Right Honourable the Earl of Fife, Lord- lieutenant of the 
county. | 

| Thar 


The embraſure in batteries is now condemned by able engineers, and 
the low parapet recommended in its room, ſo that the guns may be point 
ed in any direction within the ſcope of the work. 


Colonel Dirom, a native of this town, in his ingenious © Plans for the 
* Defence of Great Britain,“ &c. obſerves, © Indeed it is unpoſlible to 
line the coaſt of an extenſive country in ſuch a manner with batteries, as 
to protect it from an invading enemy; tor they can be placed in few ſi- 
* tuations in which they may not be avoided: and it otherwiſe, the guns 
„in them are generally ſo unwieldy and difficult to traverie, that they may 
be approached and ſtormed without much danger to the ailailants. Bat. 
© teries ought therefore to be erected with great caution, and perhaps on- 
* ly in ſituations ſtrong by nature, where they may not ealily be furpriled 
d attacked on the land-ſide. ?“ 
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That part of the corps more particularly attached to the preſent V 
town of Banff, comprehends the numbers following, viz.: * the ba 


Colonel, - | - 1 n 
Lieutenant-colonel, - 9 0 5 
Major, - 38 x 1 eg 
Captains, 8 7 0 rx 
iſt Lieutenants, i 1 0 n 2 
2d Lieutenant s 9 School 
Chaplain, p - 1 n 
Staff. Adjutant, " ” , rochial e 
Quarter-maſter, 8 I verted i 
Surgeon, - . . arrangen 
Sergeants, 8. ee 36 recomm( 
Drummers, - 18 of the 
Rank and file, 9 614 years ſu 
Total effective, 2 70⁰ ee 
Of theſe, 4 companies are ſtationed in the An | 
| | has beer 


town of Banff, | 3 
1 in Macduff, G 029 


1 at Rothiemay, 296 1 
1 at Grange, Sor 
t at Portſoy, Fad. 

1 at Cullen, 
1 academ. 
Total, 9 | | 1. Th 
The Strathalvah and Boyn Velunteers, in- the prir 
cluding officers, confiſt of 6 222 II. V 
The Enzie Volunteers, 296 Re | 
Total in the county of Banff, « 1218 V. 


The firſt companies of the Banff Volunteers were offered * Dr 
* 5 4 
and accepted in November 1794; but a certain number oe as 


1 . nown, 

men had previouſly, and from the commencement of the 
; f 
preſent 


of Banff. 36 


preſent war, been trained to the exerciſe of the great guns 
at the battery. 65 
Beſides the Volunteer Cee, there were returned to the 
Privy Council, by the Lieutenancy of the county, upon 
the 2gth day of September laft, 45 men from this pariſh, 
8 falling within che e compretiended 1 in the late 
Militia _” 99) 
f | 
book —The public ſchools of Banff, which are entirely 
under the direction of the Magiſtrates, (for there is no pa- 
rochial eftabliſhment), were connected together, and con- 
verted into an academy, in the year 1786. The ſeveral 
arrangements in this academy were made, and the teachers 
recommended by Dr George Chapman “, formerly rector 
of the Grammar-ſchool at Dumfries, and who for ſome 
years ſuperintended the eſtabliſhments: . education in this 
Pace 1 0 | 
The plan of inſtruction which Dr 8 Jaid * | 
has been ſtrictly adhered to by the different teachers, and 
has anſwered the expectations of all concerned. The ſemi- 
nary is at preſent in a- flouriſhing ſtate. | 
At the antual public examination in Auguſt 1797, the 
number of daily ſcholars amannted to 180. 
Ihe following branches of education are taught in this 
academy, by the head maſter and four aſſiſtants: 
I. The Claſſics, Latin and Greek, with geography, and 
the principles of rhetoric. _ 
II. Writing, arithmetic, book-keeping, menſuration, al- 
gebra, practical geometry, and navigation. 
III. The French and Engliſh languages, &c. 
Vor. . 2 2 1 By 


* 


Dr Chapman was bannt in this neighbourhood. His extenſive know- 


«} 
ge as a ſcholar, and his merit as an author on Education, are well 
known. 
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By the care and exertions of the late miniſter, a charity 
ſchool was founded ſome years ago, for the poor children 
of the town and pariſh. The numbers uſually attending this 
ſchool are from 25 to 30 children. They are taught to 
read, and inſtructed in the principles of religious know. 
ledge. 
L. 20 to a well qualified teacher, the ſum of L. 400 was 
ſunk in the hands of the Magiſtrates. This fund was raiſed 
by the voluntary contributions of the landholders, the inha- 
bitants, and occaſional viſitants, and by appropriating, with 
conſent of the heritors, L. 200 of the poor's money. 

The girls attending the ſchool are furniſhed with eaſy 


and profitable work, by ſpinning wool for Mel * 
ſons ſtocking manufacture *. 


The provoſt, miniſter, and rector of the academy, are the 
patrons of this ſchool. | ü Bail 07 

Befides theſe, there are two Engliſh ſchool, in differen 
parts of the town. The teachers, having no ſtated ſalaries, 
depend entirely on the fees paid by the ſcholars. 


Boarding Schools for young Ladies. — Here, too, are repu- 


table boarding- ſchools, for the education of young ladies. 
One of theſe 15 conducted by Miſſes Mitchels from Eng- 
land, 


The principles on which this academy is conducted, are contained in Dr 
Chapman's Treatiſe on Education, a fifth edition of which is lately publiſh- 
ed, and much approved of by the Reviewers. 

To this edition the author has given à ſhort ſupplement, containing uſe- 
ful Obfervations on two Eſſays on Education lately publiſhed. He has 
ſubjoined further Thoughts on the Inſtruction neceſſary for the lower ranss 
of the People ; on the appointment of Parochial Schoolmaſters, and on the 
Encouragement they ought to receive. | 

* Beſides a ſinall fund belonging to this ſchool, there is a public annual 
collection made, for defraving the expences of ſame neceflary clothing t? 
the poorer children. | 2 
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land, who have lately ſettled here, and whoſe ſuperior ac- 
compliſhments fully qualify them for — g ſuch 


an inſtitution. 


At the other boarding-ſchool, a qualified governeſs from 


Edinburgh aſſiſts in the education of the young ladies. 


Comparative Statement, Wc,—It may prove entertaining 


to ſome readers to trace the progreſs of luxury in this pa- 


fin, and mark a few of the moſt ſtriking chan ges of half a 


century. 


1748 

A gown of linſey- woolſey was the 
uſual dreſs of a laird's daughter, 
Veild in a ſimple robe, her beſt at. 

tire, 
Beyond the pomp of dreſs. 
THroMsON, 

Her mother, indeed, who was dig- 
ned with the knightly title of lady, 
appeared on great occaſions in a {ſilk 
gown, and fine laces, which were 
confidered as part of the parapher- 
malia deſtined to the ſucceeding ge- 
neration. 

Ladies ſeldom wore any aber than 
coloured ſtockings. 

The town could only boaſt of one 
ſilken pair, and theſe were black. 

The occupation of milliner was to- 
tally unknown. f | 


1748. A four-wheeled carriage 
was à luxury ſeldom PAY un. 
leſs by the nobility, 


A gentleman and his wife gene- 


nlly rode together on the ſame 
lorſe, 
Drawing-rooms and dining par- 


lonrs were no leſs rare than carri- 
ayes. 


1798 

The decoration of our perſons is 
now become a more general ſtudy a- 
mong both ſexes, and all ranks. In 
order to accommodate their dreſs to 
the capricious rules of faſhion, there 
is a frequent, and ſome times a need- 
leſs, recourſe to the- foreign aid of 
« ornament.*? 

The art millinery affords employ- 
ment and profit to many; and every 
trading veſſel from London brings a 
freſh afſoctment of drefles, adjuſted to 
the prevailing mode. 


1798. Poſt-chaiſes are now in ge- 

neral uſe. | 
Several private gentlemen keep 

their carriages. 

The pad is become the excluſive 
property of the country good-wife. 

The miniſter of the pariſh muſt 
have his drawing- room. 
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Mahogany was ſeldom ſeen, fave 
in the tea-tray, the round folding 
table, and the corner cup-board. 


174%. When wants were fewer, 
and eaſily ſupplied, moſt of the uſeful 
articles of merchandiſe might be pro- 
cured in the ſame ſhop. The various 
deſignations of grocer, jron-monger, 
and haberdaſher, were little known, 
and almoſt every trader, even although 


he did not traffick to foreign coun- 


tries, was denominated merchant. 


1748. A joyous company, after din. 
ner, have been ſeen quaffing the wine 
of a dozen bottles from a fingle glaſs, 


1148. Agreeable to Queen Mary's 


act of Parliament, A. D. 1563, all 


dutcher- meat was carried to market 
ln and birn, and, agreeable to euſ- 
tom, was ſold amidſt abounding filth. 


1748. The annual wages of a great 
man's butler was about L. S; his valet, 
. 8; and his other ſervants, L. 3. 

The furmer had his ploughman for 
13S. 4d, in the half year, with the al- 


!owance of a pair ſhoes. The wages” 
of a maid- ſervant, 6s. 8 d. 


1773. When Dr Johnſon honoured 
Banff with a viſit, he was pleaſed to 
obſerve, that the natives were more 
fruga! of their glats, (in windows), 
than the Engliih They will often, 
ays the Doctor, © in houſes not other- 
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Mahogany is a ſpecies of timber in 
general uſe for articles of furniture; 


and the corner preſs is ſuperſeded by 
the ſplendid ſide- board. 7 


1798. The ſeveral diſtinctions of 
tradeſmen are better underſtood. 

As miniſters to our luxury, we have 
in the ſame ftreet an oil man, who ad. 
vertiſed the ſale of Quin ſauce, Genoz 
capers, and Gorgona anchovies, &c.; 
a confectioner, whoſe bills contain the 
delectable names of non-pareils, ice. 
cream, and apricot jelly, &c.; anda 
nerſumer, who deals in ſuch rare at 
ticles, as Neapohtan cream for the 
face, Perſian dentrifice for the teeth, 
and Aſtatic balſam for the hair. 


17 98. A ſober party ſometimes 
meet, whoſe libation conſiſts of a ſoli- 
tary bottle, with a dozen glaſſes. 


1798. There are convenient flaugh- 
ter-Houſes apart, and meat is brought 
to marker ſeemly, and in good order. 


1798. The nobleman pays at leaſt is 
a quadruple ratio for his ſervants. 

The wages of a plougliman vary 
from L. 10 to L. 12, and of a maid- 
ſervant from L. 3 to L. 3, 108. per at 
num. 


1798. Many of our windows are 
furniſhed with weights and pullies. 
We think of the neceſſit; of ventita- 
ting buman hahitations, where We 
may enjoy the luxury of fieſh at 
without reſorting to the contrivance 
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« wiſe mean, compoſe a ſquare of two of a nail, and with very little aſſiſt- 
« pieces, not joining like cracked glaſs, ance from the hand. 
« but with one edge laid perhaps half 

« an inch over the other. Their win- 

« dows do not move upon hinges, but 

« are puſhed up and drawn down itt 

„grooves. He that would have his 

« window open, muſt hold it with 

« his hand, unleſs, what may ſome- 

times be found among good contri- 

« yers, there he a nail, which he may 

« ſtick into a hole, to keep it from 

« falling #,”” 


Comparative Statement of the Prices of Cattle, Sheep, Pro- 
viſions, &c. at the above Period. 


1748 1798 
A draught ox, L. 1: 13: 4. L. 15, L. 20, and L. 25. 
20 Sheep, ſmall ſize, L. 4. L. 12. | 


Beef and mutton, one penny, and three Beef and mutton, 5 T d. and 6 d. per Ib. 
halfpence a pound. 


A 171 together with a dozen eggs, Hen, without eggs, 1 s. and 1 8. 3 0. 
1 | 


Dozen eggs, 1 d. 4d. and 6 d. 

Gooſe, 2 8. a pair. 8 8. 6 d. 

Turkey, 3 8. ditto. | 75. 

Pigeons, three halfpence ditto; 6d. 

14 Haddocks, three halfpence. 1s. 6d. 

Claret ſold at 1 s. a bottle. Claret ſells in the tavern at 6s. 


D:iſadyantages.— Among the diſadvantages which this 
town ſuffers in a commercial view, the W ſeems to 
be the want of a cuſtombouſe. 

At preſent, no goods can be ſhipped or landed, nor any 
veſſels ſail from this port, without procuring the uſual per- 

| mit 


* In juſtice to Dr Johnſon, let it be remembered, that he acknowledged 
© theſe diminutive obſervations detract from the dignity of writing, and. 
* therefyre he communicated them with heſitation and dread." 


4 8 
— — — ——— — —— — — — 


— d — — — — SL So 


366 Statiſtical Account 


mit from the caſtombouſe at 3 a me of 4 


V4 7. ag) 


miles. 
To obtain the permiſſion of W, the pale 


after the dangers and fatigues of a ſea· voyage, has generally 


to encounter, what, to a ſeaman, is often no leſs perilous 
and fatiguing, the labours of a land journey on horſeback. 
Were a deputation granted from the Board of Cuſtoms to 
two or more qualified perſons reſiding. in Banff, to tranſa 
the neceſſary routine of buſineſs, it wonld certainly tend to 
promote the trade and manufactures of this place, and of the 
country around. The expence attending ſuch eſtabliſhment 
muſt be truly inconfiderable, when weighed in the ſcale 
with the advantages which would accrue from it. 

A few years ago, we had the proſpect of obtaining ſuch 
a deputation ; but, it is believed, a premature and impoli- 
tic conteſt, for the emoluments of office, fruſtrated the de- 
ay. =; 

The Jarring intereſts of e parties, it is is hop 
will not in the ſame manner interfere, to deprive us of the 
advantages of military barracks. 

The town-conncil have made an offer of ground for the 
purpoſe, contiguous to the battery, and the meaſure 1s 
fraught with beneficial conſequences to the community, as 
well as to the military who may be ſtationed in this quar- 
ter. | 


Town-Houſe and Priſon.—Laſt ſeaſon were laid the foun- 
dations of a new town-houſe and priſon. The principal 
part of the work is nearly finiſhed, and the whole promiſes 
to be a moſt ſubſtantial and commodious building. The 


front of the town-houſe, including the ſpire, extends 71 


feet. It contains, on the ground-floor, the ſheriff. court 


room, and county record- office. On the ſecond flat, ate 
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the town · council room and town-clerk's office. The third 
lat contains a county hall, 48 feet long, 27 feet in breadth, 
and 18 feet high. In the ſame flat of the back buildings, 
are two drawing rooms, 19 feet wide, and 33 feet long. 
On the ground floor of the back buildings are two correc- 
tion houſes, 33 feet long, and 18 feet in breadth. The ſe- 
cond flat contains two civil priſons, 19 feet . and two 
criminal cells, 12 feet ſquare. | | 
In the conſtruction of the gaol, the judicious improve- 
ments of the benevolent Mr Howard have been attended 
to, in thoſe eſſential reſpects, air, water, and cleanlineſs *. 


Farming ty — The Banff ſhire Farming Society Was 
eſtabliſhed in the year 1785. This inſtitution was deſigned 
to forward improvements in agriculture, to reward indu- 
ry, and to produce unanimity and ſocial intercouſe be- 
tween the heritors and farmers of the country, whoſe mu- 
tual intereſt and advantage can ne ver be ſo great as when 
they are inſeparable. To have alſo under their confidera- 
tion the neceſſary, and confiſtent regulations for the police 
of the country, and for the prevention of litigious pleas 
among the country people, who are induced either by low 
advice, or inflamed by petty prejudices +. 

To lay down rules anſwerable to the ſtatute acts of the 
country; to prevent the deſtruction of planting, incloſures, 

nd green crops in the fields. 


WS © To 


* It is intended to have a large reſervoir of water on the roof. The only 
priſoner at preſent is an unhappy woman found guilty of child-murder, She 
belongs to a neighbouring pariſh, and her inſanity was clearly proved be- 
fore the Circuit Court. 


fA ltiglous ſpirit is by no means prevalent in this county. There are 
"ly fie procurators before the ſheriff. court, who are reſident in this town. 
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To lay down rules calculated on liberal principles, for 


the conduct which is becoming the character and deſerip- 
tion of the worthy farmer, that when he proceeds merito- 


riouſly, he may be protected; when he approves himſelf a 


uſeful member, he may be rewarded; and when he is the 
object of undeſerved perſecution, that he may be ſupported. 


Such are the laudable and profeſſed deſigns of this Society. 
It is compoſed of the noblemen, and many of the reſpe&- 
able gentlemen, and of the principal farmers, of this county. 
The preſident of the ſociety is an honorary member of 
the national Board of Agriculture.“ 
The funds of the ſociety ariſe from admiſſion fees, and 
a {mall annual ſtipulated exaction from each member. They 


have three ſtated annual meetings, generally held in the 
Maſon Hall of Banff. | 


Friendly Societies. —Beſides St Andrews Lodge of Free 
Maſons, and the Operative Maſon Lodge, there are ſeveral 
friendly ſocieties eſtabliſhed in Banff. 

I. Solomon's Lodge, or the Gardener Friendly Society, 
was inſtituted in April 1778. It conſiſts of 500 members. 
Their funds are in a flouriſhing Nate. | They are poſſeſſed 
of houſes and lands in the town and vicinity, which yield a 
yearly rent of L. 80 Sterling. To the widows of de- 
cayed brethren, laſt year, they paid upwards of L. 60 Ster- 
. | 
II. The Grey-ftone Friendly Society, was eſtabliſhed i in 
the year 1792. The benefit of this inſtitution 1s not con- 
fined to any particular deſcription of perſons or profeſſions. 
Their funds, it is believed, are in a progreſſive ſtate of im- 
provement. GER 

Theſe, and ſome other ſocieties belonging to particular 
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by aiding the poor's funds of the pariſh, and adminiſtering. 
rehef to many individuals. 


Public Amuſements. —During the winter ſeaſon, there are 
dancing aſſemblies once a-fortnight. 

Occaſionally we have academical concerts of muſic. 

Sometimes the heroes and heroines of the Sock and Bu- 
kin favour us with a viſit, and fret a few of their ſummer 
hours on our little ſtage. 


Circulating Library. — Banff affords a choice circulating 
library, which, beſides the uſual light ſummer reading of the 
times, contains a ſelect collection of the works of eminent 
writers, both ancient and modern. 

From our conſtant intercourſe with London by ſea, we 


have early acceſs to the periodical and other publications of 
the day, 


The Reviews we generally receive from the bookſeller 


here, in the courſe of the month ſucceeding their publica- 
yon in London. 


A Book Society 1s at preſent forming, on a liberal plan, 
to conſiſt of 20 gentlemen, 


Eminent Men. Under this article may be mentioned the 
hairds of Auchmedden, a very ancient and reſpectable fa- 
nily, long reſident in Banff *, 

Vort, X. 3A 1568. 


* There is a tradition, that as King William the Lion was hunting in 
ine of the ſouth-weſt counties, and ſtraggling from his attendants, he was 
larmed at the approach of a wild bear, and called out for aſſiſtance. 
Upon this, a gentleman of the name of Baird, who had followed the King, 
eme up, and had the good fortune to ſlay the bear. For which ſignal ſer- 
re, the King made a conſiderable addition to the lands he had formerly 
wen him, and aſſigned him for his coat of arms, a boar paſſant, and for 
W motto, Domi nus fecit. It is further ſaid, that one foot of the animal 

was 
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1568, George Baird being connected by marriage, and 
in habits of great friendſhip, with the Regent, Earl of Mo. 
ray, received from him a diſpoſition, heritable and irre. 
deemable, to the lands of Auchmedden ; the Regent aſſign. 
ing the following cauſe : “for many acts of utility and 
« friendſhip done to me, and many ſums of money given 
“% out by him, in my ſervice.” 

1647. James Baird was bred to the law, and became 
a perſon of high reputation in his profeſſion, King 
Charles I. repoſed great confidence in him, and appointed 
him ſole Commiſſary of the Eccleſiaſtical Court of Scot. 
land, an employment in thoſe days of great honour and 
truſt, 

The King iſſued his warrant for creating him a peer, by 
the title of Lord Doveran ; but Mr Baird died before the 
patent paſſed the ſeals. He was married to the fitter of 
John Dempſter, ſo remarkable for his diſputations in the 
foreign ſchools. 

1593. Andrew having received an univerſity educa- 


tion in Scotland, went over to France to finiſh his ſtudies; 
became one of the beſt ſcholars in that kingdom, and was 


made a Profeſſor of Sciences at Lyons“. 

1650. John his eldeſt fon was alſo bred to the law, and 
after travelling much in foreign countries, became a man ol 
great knowledge in his profeſſion. On the Reſtoration, he 


was created a Knight, and was ſoon after appointed one of 
the 


was brought north by an anceſtor of Baird of Ordinhuives, and is ſtill pre. 
ſerved, The arms aud motto are. to be ſeen on an ancient monument be- 
longing to the family of Auchmedden, in the church-yard of Eanfl. 


* Gilbert, Andrew's brother, married the heireſs of Ordinhuives, in this 
county, ann 1578, and had by ber thirty-two children, the greater part of 
whom lived to the age of maturity. | 
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the Senators of the College of Juſtice, by the title of Lord 
Newbyth, | 

1658. Sir James Baird, High Sheriff of Banff, was much 
reſpeCted for his abilities, integrity, and addreſs. In 1662 
le received ſeveral marks of the King's favour ; among 
others, the following honourable declaration and acquittal, 
for acting in the above oflice during the Uſurpation. 

*& Whereas, We are certainly informed, that the office of 
the Sheriffſhip of Our county of Banff, was, by the late 
* Uſurper, put upon Our lovite Sir James Baird of Auch- 
* medden ; that he only exerciſed the ſamen during the 
year of the great tranſactions of Our Reſtoration, where- 
in, as the ſaid Sir James was contributive and active, ſo 
We are fully ſatisfied of his conduct and loyal affection to 
„Our Perſon and Government, and therefore declare him 
free of all cenſure, &c. &c.“ 6: 

duperſigned CHARLES, and ſubſcribed LavuDERDALE. 

Sir James was employed by the Duke of Lauderdale, to 
iraw up a rational plan for the union of the two kingdoms. 
fe accordingly prepared ſuch plan, which was ſo highly 
approved of, that the King became defirous of carrying it 
into execution; but it is believed the Duke of Lauderdale, 
deeretary of State for Scotland, was not a fincere friend to 
the meaſure . = 

Of the ſame family was the celebrated Bayardo, an Ita- 
lan poet, who wrote Orlando Innamorata, which Arioſto 
made the ground-work of his Orlando Furioſo. 

This pariſh gave birth to Dr James Sharp Archbiſhop of St 
Andrews, and Primate of Scotland, whoſe tragical end exhi- 

bits 


371 


* The account of the family of Auchmedden is collected from an old 
Wnuſlcript received from Mr Roſe of Mountcofter, to whem the writer ac- 


bu ledges himſelf alſo indebted for ſeveral other communications in com- 
Wing this work, 
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bits a melahcholy inſtance of the furious and miſguided ze} 
of ancient times. He was the ſon of Mr Sharp, Sheriff. 
Clerk of Banff. ſnire. His mother was a daughter of the 
Laird of Kininvy. He was oo May 1613, in the Caftle 
of Banff. 

He gave early proofs of a ſuperior genius, and excelled 
all his ſchool-fellows in the rudiments of learing. 

Having completed his courſe of academical ſtudy with 
great applauſe, at the Univerſity of Aberdeen, he took the 
degree of Maſter of Arts, and was enrolled a Student of 


Divinity. By the intereſt of the Earl of Rothes, to whom 


he was related, Mr Sharp was elected one of the Profeſſors 
of Philoſophy in St Leonard's College, St Andrews, and 
ſoon after was appointed miniſter of Crail. 

In that remarkable diviſion of the Preſbyterians into two 
parties, Public Reſolutioners and Remonſtrators, he eſpou- 
ſed the cauſe of the former. To ſuch height were their 
diſputes carried, as to induce the contending parties to lay 
their complaints before Oliver Cromwell, the Protector. 

Mr Sharp being choſen Reſolutionary agent, on that oc- 
caſion acquitted himſelf with ſo much temper and dexteri- 
ty, that Cromwell ſeemed convinced by the ſtrength of his 


arguments, and was fo impreſſed with his inſinuating man- 


ner and addreſs, that he pleaſantly obſerved to ſome per- 
ions near him, This gentleman, to ule a Scotch phraſe, 
„may well be ſtiled Sharp of that IIk.“ 

In May 1660, Mr Sharp, at the earneſt deſire of General 
Monk and the leading Preſpyterians in Scotland, went over 
to King Charles at Breda, to repreſent their conduct, and to 
learn his Majeſty's diſpoſition towards them. 


During his abſence, he was choſen Profeſſor of Divinity 


in Mary's College, St Andrews; and before he left London, 
the 
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the King, as a mark of his royal favour, made him his 
Chaplain for Scotland, with a penſion of L. 200. 

In April 1661, he accompanied the Earl of Glencairn, 
Chancellor, and the Earl of Rothes, Preſident of the Coun- 
al, to London, to lay before the King an account of the 
late of affairs in Scotland. | | 

In a council held at Whitehall ſoon after, Mr Sharp was 
nominated Archbiſhop of St Andrews. A reſolution ha- 
ring been formed to fill up all the other vacant ſees, the 
choice of proper perſons was left to the new Archbiſhop, 
who, (according to his inveterate enemy Biſhop Burnet), 
added in this inſtance with great moderation. One of his 
irſt official acts, after his preferment to the Archiepiſcopal 
Yee, was, obtaining a proclamation prohibiting the meeting 
of clergymen in preſbyteries or other church judicatories, 
until the Biſhops arranged a plan for their procedure. 

This, and ſome other rigorous meaſures, raiſed againſt 
tim an hoſt of enemies, ſeveral of whom bound themſelves 
by ſolemn vow to facrifice him to the ſufferings of their 
party, They at length accompliſhed their horrid purpoſe 
by aſſaſſination, attended with circumſtances of ſavage bar- 
barity “. | 
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The 


*The following letter from Sir William Sharp of Stonyhill, containing 
a detail of the ſhocking circumſtances attending his father's murder, was 
addreſſed to Sir James Baird, at Banff. It is a genuine copy, and appears 
derer to have been publiſhed. | 


« Honoured Sir, 


* Ti1s horrid and ſtupenduous murther has ſo confounded ine, that 1 
am not able to give a ſuitable return to your excellent and kind letter, 
„What I have learnt of that execrable deed, is, that on Friday, the 2d of 
* this inſtant month, my worthy father croſſed the water; lay at Kenno- 
„way all might, next morning ſet out for St Andrews, Being two miles 
"off, 27 of thoſe villainous regicides had a full view. of the coach, and not 
„finding 
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8 aphers 
praiſe. 

In his r 
told he ap 
by his m1 


1 ; | ore of hi 
* finding the opportunity, divided into three parties, which took up the { 
« three ways he could take homewards. Nine of them aſſaulted the coach But a [ 
« within two miles of this place, by diſcharging their piſtols, ' nd ſecuring Nlave a ba 
his ſervants. The coachman drove on for half-a-mile, until one of tis he admit 
© horſes was wounded in three places, and the poſtilion wounded in the 
« hand. Then they fired ſeveral ſhot at the coach, and commanded my 
« deareſt father to come ont, which he ſaid he would. When he had 
come out, (not being yet wounded), he ſaid, Gentlemen, I beg my lite. the eXETC 
« No ! bloody villain, betrayer of the cauſe of Chriſt, No mercy ! Then, We becam 
* ſaid he, I aſk none for myſelf, but have mercy on my poor child, (his el Yet hi 
« deft daughter was in the coach with him), and holding out his hand to rien 
<« one of them, to get his, that he would ſpare his child, he cut him in the 8 
*« wriſt, Then falling down upon his knees, and holding up his hands, he bellowed 
% prayed that God would forgive them; and, begging mercy for his ſins preſſin g 
from his Saviour, they murdered him, by ſixteen great wounds, in his 
« back, head, and one above his left eye, three in his left hand, whea he 
“was holding them up, with a ſhot above his right breaſt, which was 


The character of this prelate has been differently repre: 
ſented by different hiſtorians. While Biſhop Burnet write; 
of him with the pen of ſevere obloquy, another of his bio- 


graphers 


add one t. 


gerous ſp! 


in the en 
The wid 


found to be powder. After this damnable deed, they took the papers out ij ſharec 
of his pocket, robbed my ſiſter and their ſervants of all their papers, gold He died 
and money; and one of theſe helliſh raſcals cut my ſiſter in the thumb, Chriſtiar 
** when the had him by the bridle, begging her father's life. God, of hi The 1 
infinite mercy ſupport this poor family, under this dreadful and unſup- g 

„portable caſe, and give us to know why God is thus angry with us, angular 
* and earneſtly beg not to conſume us in his wrath, but now that his anger u the Ct 


may ceaſe, and he may be at peace with us, through the blood of a te- 
* conciled Saviour; and alſo may have pity upon this poor diſtreſied 
„Church, and that he may be the laſt ſacrifice for it, as he is the firſt Pro- 
*« teſtant Martyr Biſhop in ſuch a way. 

Pear Sir, as my worthy father had alway a kindneſs and particular 
* eſteem for yourſelf, ſon, and family, ſo I hope you will be friendly to his | 


& fortur 
* and : 


i high | 


* fon, who ſhall ever continue, worthy Sir, your moſt faithful, &c. &c. 4 The 
| « W. Syake,” remely | 

« ST ANDREWS, Ioth May 1679, ; parts o 
© + hour aiter receipt of your's. 1 „doubte 


On Saturday next is the funeral.“ 
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zmaphers has drawn his character in terms of unqualified 
praiſe. 6 

In his more humble ſituation, as miniſter of Crail, we are 
told he approved himſelf a diligent and faithful paſtor, and 
by his mildneſs, condeſcenſion, and affability, acquired the 
bre of his people. 

But a ſudden elevation to great rank and power ſeems to 
have a baneful influence on the human heart, and it muſt 
de admitted, that the Archbiſhop of St Andrews did not 
add one to the few inſtances of ſtrit moderation in that dan- 
zerous ſphere. In his official capacity, he was violent in 
the exerciſe of his power, and, like moſt other proſelytes, 
le became the perſecutor of his deſerted brethren. 

Yet his inveterate enemies are agreed in aſcribing to him 
the high praiſe of a beneficent and humane diſpoſition. He 
beltowed a confiderable part of his income in miniſtering to 
preſſing indigence, and relieving the wants of ſilent diſtreſs. 
in the exerciſe of his charity he had no contracted views. 
The widows and orphans of the Preſbyterian brethren rich- 
ly ſhared of his bounty, without knowing whence it came. 
tle died with the 1ntrepidity of a hero,. and the piety of a 
Chriſtian, praying for the aſſaſſins with his lateſt breath. 

The late Earl of Findlater and Seafield, a nobleman of 
wwgular and extraordinary merit, reſided for many years 
0 the caſtle of Banff. His Lordſhip employed his ample 
fortune in promoting trade, manufactures, agriculture, 
"and all kinds of induſtry. Ever ſolicitous to fill his 
high ſtation with real dignity, and farther to qualify him- 

| “ ſelf 


The Archbiſhop's monument, in the Cathedral of St Andrews, is ex- 
remely magnificent, and his epitaph highly flattering. The diſputable 
"parts of his life, (ſays celebrated traveller), are fully related; his un- 
"doubted charity and deeds of alms omitted.“ 
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aware of its difficulty, yet encouraged by the ſentiments of 
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i ſelf to be more extenfively uſeful to ſociety, (the ſole ob. 
« ject of his ambition), he converſed much with, and great. ore dilt 
“ 1y honoured, men of letters, and men of ingenuity in al. bf 1 0 
« moſt every profeſſion, always endeavouring to convert Is the' 
« whatever knowledge he thus acquired, to the benefit and Wl « teous; 
„ improvement of his country. nd hoſp 

0 His natural diſpoſition was calm, placid, and ſerene, his The a 
t ſentiments generous and enlarged, his underſtanding ſolid 
« and manly, and his integrity en. 1 as could not t be ha- 
„ ken,” LON D. CHRON. 


families : 


of remar 
their wi! 
dilinteret 


He died November 3. 1790. In the 
Under this article it may not be out of place to mention Ml a rank s 
a gentleman of Banff ſingularly eminent for his good for- Sach! 
tune in the lottery. In the Britiſh and Iriſh lotteries he has Ml lent h 
acquired, by the produce of three tickets, about L. 30,000 WM Statiſtica 
Sterling. a ſong | 
| 3 among 11 
Characters and Manners, &©c.—To diſcriminate minute- may app 
iy the manners and characters which diſtinguiſh one ſociety I bourin 81 
or pariſh from another; to beſtow particular and approprt- ecedes 
ate praiſe or cenſure, ſeems the moſt arduous attempt of the . law, ju 
Statiſtical hiſtorian. all the « 
The writer of this account enters on the delicate ſubjed a 


religion 
ed by ex 
bath, by 
of eXamp 


a great moraliſt, that the © hiſtory which draws a portrait 
« of living manners, may perhaps be made of greater ule 
“ than the ſolemnities of profeſſed morality, and convey 


the knowledge of vice and virtue with more efficacy than . 

« ax1oms and definitions . | Ons 1 
Banff has been for ſeveral years the general reſidence and WM perſonal 

occational reſort of many genteel, opulent, and reſpectable WM nud in 
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amilies ; and in few provincial towns are the inhabitants 
more diſtin guiſhed for gneralinformation,: ſocial intercourſe, 
and urbanĩty of manners. | 


In their general conduct they are both“ pitiful wad. cour- 
teous ; deſerving tlie praife of beneficence to the poor, 
and hoſpitality to ſtrangers.” | 42 

The author of this report has had quent artis 
f remarking their liberal and ready ſpirit to do good, and 
their willin gneſs to communicate to every judicious png 
Gintereſted charity. | 

In their attendance on the ordinances of divine inſtitution, 
al ranks are highly regular and exemplary. 

Such laudable attention to external obſervances, o pre- 
talent here, and ſo generally remarked in the different 
Statiſtical Reports, though not a certain criterion, is at leaſt 
a ſtrong preſumption, of the exiſtence of internal religion 
among us. It is a truth, for the confirmation of which we 
may appeal to living hiſtory, and to the conduct of a neigh- 
bouring nation, that the decay of outward forms of worſhip 
precedes the decay of the more © weighty matters of the 
„law, juſtice, mercy, faith,” and leads to the diſſolution of 
all the © charities of father, ſon, and brother.“ 

In our preſent imperfect ſtate, there is certain danger of 
eligion gliding by degrees from the heart, unleſs invigorat- 
ed by external ordinances, by a due obſervance of the Sab- 
bath, by ſtated calls to worſhip, and the ory ene 
0 example. 

That diſagreement in religious opinions, which generally 
bans in every numerous ſociety, is here attended with no 
perſonal hatred, or rancorous animoſity, We differ quietly, 
ad in general maintain that meekneſs and moderation 


which found reaſon approves, and Chriſtian charity com- 
mands. 
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*# The mimbet of thoſe is very inconſiderable who are en. Ii lowe 
8 tangled in the ſophiſtry of ſceptical writers. re vices 
; 1 A few copies of Paine's Age of Reaſon found their way But tt 
: "ii this length; but many more copies of the learned Biſhop of I tom the 
S j Llandaff's admirable Apology ſoon followed *. Thus the I day deb: 
Wes © Bane and Antidote were both before us.” The new MWiamerly 
7 fangled theology of Mr Paine, however captivating by is lt is a 
1 popular ſtyle, has done little harm, and the great body of Minot | 
70 0 the people © continue in the faith grounded and ſettled.” In thoſe 
"' i | The inhabitants are alſo entitled to their portion of nes dauſes ir 
0 tive praiſe. Great crimes are happily uncommon ; robbe. Altho 
„ ries, houſe · break ing, and ſwindling, are rarely known. counted 
The writer has not heard of an inſtance of any perſon, a 3. there are 
tive of this pariſh, ſuffering the ultimate of human puniſh. wailing 
ment . | teighbox 
However ungrateful the taſk, truth and impartiality e. Notw. 
quire us to delineate the back-ground of this picture. cation of 

While here, as in every large community, there are ma- be poor 
ny deſerving of much commendation, for the general pro- bent of t 
priety of their conduct, ſome are highly reprehenſible, for WM "igilance 
the vices which attach to their characters. exerted | 
It may be inferred, from the ſhort publication already be under 
alluded to, that the practice of dram-drinking, habitual The v 
wearing, and that ſpecies “ of converſation admitting no to the 
defence t,” were vices which formerly diſgraced ſome offi uhich m 

the the civil 
* The celebrated ſpeech of our countryman, Mr Erſkine, in the trial of Withi 
Williams, likewiſe proves a ſtrong ſhield in defending our religion again” murder! 

*he bold attacks of Mr Paine. litherto 
+ During the laſt rebellion in Scotland, a poor fellow from the count!ry, To thi 
whoſe imprudent curioſity led him to mark, by notches on his ſtaff, the ing fron 
number of Britiſh ſhips paſſing in the bay, was apprehended as a ſpy, 2 of public 
.anged by the King's troops, without the formality of trial. formatio 

+ « Immodeſt words admit of no defence, by mild 


© For want of &<cency is want of ſenſe.“ 


© 283468 
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the lower erders of the people, and. it is to be feared, they 
re vices not altogether eradicated, 

But though the intemperate are ſtill to be ſeen oliag 
from their nightly revels, and ſometimes from their noon- 
day debauch, the uſe of ardent ſpirits is not ſo common as 
ſormerly. | | 

It 1s apprehended, however, that this partial reformation 
annot be aſcribed ſo much to the change of inclination. 
in thoſe who were addicted to the practice, as to the falutary 
dauſes introduced in the late diſtillery laws. 

Although the great majority of the people are juſtly ac- 
counted conſcientious, and honourable in their dealings, 
there are known ſome ſolitary inſtances of perſons, who, 
wailing themſelves of the ignorance or good nature of a 
teighbour, do not heſitate to over-reach him in a bargain. 
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iality re-. Notwithſtanding our excellent eſtabliſhments for the edu- 
re, cation of youth, it muſt be admitted, that the children of 
are ma- de poor are often ſuffered to follow, without controul, the 
eral pro- dent of their own inclinations. The truth 1s, the care, the 
fible, for I vigilance, and the example of the parents, are not always 
exerted to guide their youthful ſteps. But this is chiefly to 
already de underſtood of the profligate poor. 
habitual The violations of certain decorum occaſion too frequent- 
itting nol h to the kirk. ſeſſion a multiplicity of unpleaſant diſcuſſion, 
1 ſome of viich might be veſted with more propriety in the hands of 
the de civil judge. 
1 1 0 Within theſe few years, one or two inſtances of child- 
ion again” I nurder have occurred, although the unhappy mothers have 
litherto eſcaped detection. 
e conntty; T9 this atrocious crime there is here no temptation, ari- 
is aff, the WY ing from the ſeverity of church diſcipline. The diſgrace 
h © public penance has long fince been aboliſhed. The re- 


brmation of delinquents is now ſought by gentler methods, 
by mild rebuke and admonition, while the ſeſſion endea- 
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vour to render theſe private vices of eee as much 
as poſſible, public benefits to the pobor¹‚. 
Among ranks higher in the ſeale of ſociety, there 15 per. 
haps too ſtrict a conformity to the faſhionable ' cuſtoms: and 
manners of the age; too much attention to the pleaſures of 


the table, and too much of refinement 1 in many DE which 


adminiſter to Jar," ov oo | 7 } 
Although the hmits which ſigernts dees gaicty ford 
blameful diſſipation are ſeldom tranſgreſſed, a grave mor. 
bit, perhaps, would venture to inſinuate, that engagements in 
convivial feſtivity are, at ſome ſeaſons, too inceſſant and too 
lahorions. He might even farther allege, that men, not al. 
ways contented with a little wine for their ſtomach's fake, 
are ſometimes perſuaded to increaſe the quantity, in order, 
perhaps, to“ remove the natural reſerve of their manner, 
„ and give-a proper degree of eaſe and __ to their cou- 
„ verſation.” e ' 
Were honeit Mr Umphraville to paſs the winter in thi 
northern burgh, he might occaſionally have reaſon to com- 


plain, that the drawing-rooms, where, in his younger days, 


the Jadies end gentlemen were accuſtomed to. meet each 
arher, were now almoſt totally deſerted; and that, amid 
e boaſted refinement of modern manners, the gentlemen 
paid leſs attention to the ladies than they had done 50 yea!s 
ago“. 3 

In politics, as in religion, there ſubſiſts among us ſome 
diflerence of opinion, not tinctured, however, with the vi. 
rulence of party ſpirit. Here, it is believed, there aſt 
very few who may be ſaid to belong to the order of modern 
{llaminatt, or to the claſs of violent malecontents +. 
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+ The general good behaviour of the people of this county, iu regare 0 
te militia act, was fo exemplary, as to call forth the following eulogium 
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His Majeſty's late gracious declaration has happily tended 
to diffuſe greater unanimity of ſentiment. 
' Aſcribing the failure of the negociation at Liſle to its 
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iſt cauſe, the ambitious and vindictive ſpirit of our ene- 


mies, that well judged appeal is calculated to rouſe the loy- 
alty of all ranks and deſcriptions of the people. It muſt 
excite them to expreſs, with united voice, their firm deter- 
mination to defend that happy conſtitution, which, under 
the auſpices of Divine Providence, is the diſtinguiſhed ſource 
of all our bleſſings. | 

Meanwhile, the Executive DizeQory- ni are entitled to the 
aſſurances of our high conſideration, for their late fulmina- 
ting proclamation, of the 1ſt Frimaire. 

It is a Philippic which ſpeaks to the feelings and patrio- 
tiſm of the Britiſh Nation, in language ſtill more forcible 
than the manifeſto from the Throne. 

It is a warning voice, conveying to us this friendly conn- 
fe], | | 

Go call thy ſons, inſtruct them what a debt 

They owe their anceſtors, and make them ſwear 

To pay it, by tranſmitting down, entire, 

Thoſe facred rights to which themſelves were born. 
AKENSIDE. 


Juadrupeds, 


at their general meeting in September laſt: © The 
meeting cannot oinit this opportunity of expreſſing, in terms of the high- 
* eſt approbation, the very high ſenſe they entertain of the orderly, quiet, 


IT 


from the licutenancy. 


« 


and reſpectful behaviour of all ranks of the inhabitants of this county, 
in regard to the militia buſineſs, "This propriety of conduct has not been 
* confined to one or two diſtricts, but, from the reports of the different de 


«« 


© puty-lientenants, has been univerſal throughout the county; nor has 2 
6 lingle inſtance occurred, wherein the people have not refilted every in- 
* finuation to the prejudice of the act, and come forward with the moſt 
* cheurfitl aud implicit obedience to the law“ 
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Quadrupedi, Birds, We —Of indigenous animals there 
are none peculiar to this place. In Lord Fife's park are ſe. 
veral varieties of the deer; and the pheaſant 1 15 found wild 
in many of the adjoining woods. 

A maccaw, celebrated for its beautiful plumage, was 
brought from the Weſt Indies in 1756, and lived 27 years 
at Duff Houſe. His vigour was not impaired, when, in 
1784, he was killed by ſome animal unknown. 

In Mr Condiner's late publication of © Singular Subjects of 
Natural Hiſtory,” are engraved ſome beautiful ſpecimens 
of coralline and polypus, found off the coaſt of Banff, pos 
has annexed particular deſcriptions of each. 
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NUMBER xv. 
PARISH OF ABER CORN. 


(CounTY AND PRESBYTERY or LINLITHGOW, SYNOD OF 
LoTHIAN AND TWEEDDALE.) 


By the Rev. Hud MEIKLEJonn, Miniſter. 


Name. 


OTHING more than probable conjecture can now be 
ſtated with reſpect to the etymology and fignification 

of the name of this pariſn.— The church and village of 
Abercorn are fituated upon an angular point, and from 60 to 
$0 feet above the level of the ſea. At the poiat, about an 
hundred yards below the church, the Cornie and Midhope 
burns are united, and, after running nearly an hundred 
yards farther, between lands of equal elevation with that 
upon which the church and village are ſituated, and which 
approach towards each other ſo as to form a beautiful o- 
pening, they fall into the Forth. Aber, or Aeber, is ſaid | 
to figniſy, in the ancient language of the country, the influx 
. CL 
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meny; on the ſouth, by Kirkliſton; on the, ſouth weſt, by 
a detached part of Dalmeny and Eccleſmachan ; on the well, 
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of a ſtream or river, or the point where the influx take Fills. 
place ; and I have been informed that Cornie or Curnig, in ban is uſu 
the ſame language, fignifies rotten trees. If this be the im. © ſwell 
port of theſe words, Abercorn or Abercurnig, according to I. aut. 1 
the ancient orthography, ſignifies the point at the influx of f 577%. Þ 
the rivulet or burn of the rotten trees. "is the 
Buchanan has offered a ſingular conjecture concerning the 
origin of this name. He ſuppoſes it may have been deri. 
ved from the Cornavii, who were placed by Ptolemy in 
Caithneſs and Cornwall.“ In hoc tractu, (Cathaneſia), 
« Ptolemzus collocat Cornavios, cujus nominis adhuec veſti- 
« gia quædam reſtant.— Videntur et in media inſula, ob- 
* ſcura quidem illa, fed hujus tamen nominis veſtigia re- 
© manſiſſe. Valli enim Severi initium ſeribit Beda non 
« procul abeſſe a cœnobio Aebercurnig, et monaſterii qui. 
% dem illic nullum indicium in illis locis eſt relictum: ma- 
** net atem non procul illinc ſemidiruta Duglaſſiorum arx, 
6 A bercornum nomine. Horum autem -vocabulorum u- 
trumque an alterum fit a Kernico corruptum, lectori di- 
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been fort 


_ ; fill viſib 
« judicandam relinquo *.“ It may be preſumed, few readers 1 
will judge favourably of this fanciful etymology. 

| | : 1. 8 River. 

Situation and Extent.— The pariſh of Abercorn, ſituated a 
on the ſouth bank of the Forth, is of a rectangular form, mall fir 
being in length, from eaſt to weſt, about four miles, and 1 
about three in breadth, It is bounded on the eaſt, by Dal- the vip 


courſes 
that the 
ſtreams 
of them 


by Linlithgow and Carriden; and on the north, by the 
Frith of Forth. The centre of the pariſh is twelve miles 
from Edinburgh, and between five and fix from Linlith- 


gow, the county town. | Soul 


tioned, 
in reali 


Vol 


Hills. 
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X takes Hills —This pariſh exhibits a greater variety of ſurface 
b in n is uſually ſeen in the ſame extent, though the nume- 
we im. Nous ſwellings which produce it do not riſe to any great 
ding to eight, Two of them only have obtained the appellation 
nflux of f þ1/, Binns Hill, the greater of the two, is fituated to- 

| rards the weſt end of the pariſh. It is arable to the ſum- 
ung the Nut, and cultivated with advantage for the various ſpecies 
50 deri. f grain, the ſoil being richer and deeper than in the low 
lemy in Wands adjacent to it. From its ſituation, on the banks of 
aneſia) e Forth, though of no great altitude, it commands a 
e veſti. WF uſt extenſive vie w, along the river, from the Baſs up to Ben 
la, ob. omond, in the immediate vicinity of which it has its ſource. 
4 re. Erne other, Prieſtinch Hill, in the ſouth part of the pariſh, 
da non 


Tit qui. 
1: ma- 
im arx, 
um u- 
ori di- 
readers 


ituated 
form, 
8, and 
Dal. 
eſt, by 
2 well, 
y the 
miles 
inlich- 


Hills. 


ands on an inch or flat, which was probably valuable in 
former times as graſs or meadow land. The height is in- 
conſiderable, but as it riſes with a ſteep: aſcent from a nar- 
row baſe, it readily ſtrikes the eye. The ſummit of it has 
been fortified with a circular wall, the remains of which are 
fill viſible 3 but by e or for what eee is 88 
ther unknown. 


Bets Thete is nothing in the pariſh which deſerves 
the name of river, though it is plentifully ſupplied with 
mall ſtreams. The Lynmill burn ſeparates it from Dal- 
meny, on the eaſt; and Blackneſs burn from Carriden, on 
tie weſt.” The. Cornie and Midhope burns have their 
courſes through the pariſh. It may be obſerved of all theſe, 
tat they are ſmall rivulets, compared with ſome of thoſe 
ſtreams called burns in Scotland, and that the courſe of none 
of them exceeds three or four miles. | 


S$0:1—FErom the variety of ſurface which has been men- 
toned, a conſiderable variety of ſoil may be expected, and 
in reality obtains through the pariſh; But. of which, from 
Yor. XX. 2 C — 
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this very circumſtance, it 1s hardly poſlible to give any ge. 
neral character. The bottom, conſiſting of rotten whin, 


lime · ſtone, free-ſtone, till, gravel, and ſometimes of ſand, is 


as much diverſified as the ſoil which covers it. Notwith. 
ſtanding theſe circumſtances, which wear an unfavourable 
aſpect to the intelligent farmer, there is no reaſon to com. 


plain of want of fertility in thoſe: lands which have been 


pant y cultivated. 


 Parminge—Therw is at nia but a fmall proportion of 
the pariſh employed in railing grain. Excluſive of the pro- 
prietors, who have generally ſome fields in tillage for their 
eon veniency, there are only about a dozen of farmers, who 
may employ about 20 ploughs, each drawn by two horſes, 
There muſt have been formerly about five times the num- 
ber of farmers. The traces of many of the old farm-houſes 
can ſtill be diſcerned, and there were otters of which no 
veſtige remains. There is only one corn-mill at preſent; 


and one on a very ſmall ſcale would be ſufficient for the 


buſineſs which the pariſh atfords. Formerly, however, 
there were four, the ruins of which are ſtill vifible. It is 
probable there was never employment for that number. 
When corn-mills were new, every body erected them; but 


the number gradually diminiſhed to what experience ſhew- 
ed to be neceſſary. Farming appears to have met with 


conſiderable attention in this pariſh at an early period. It 
is not a great many years ſince wheat was cultivated even 
in the more fertile diſtricts of Scotland. It muſt, however, 
have been a ſtaple article with the farmers here nearly two 
Hundred years ago; for a conſiderable part of the rents were 
Paid in wheat in the beginning of the 17th century, as ap- 
pears from decreets of valuation obtained by different her! 


tors about the year 1630. It would be unneceſlary to give 
any particular delineation of the ſyſtem of farming which is 
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jurſued at preſent. The inſtruments of agrieulture, the 
nethod of dreſſing the fields for different crops, and the ro- 
ution of cropping. them, do not differ in any material re- 
ſpect from what obtains in the various diſtricts of the Lo- 
Mans. The drill-huſbandry, and the advantage of green 
and white crops alternately, are fully underſtood, and prac- 
tiled as generally as circumſtances will admit. | 


Iraizing __ the variety of ſurface, and the great 
diverſity of ſubſtances which form the bottom, draining has 
teen experienced to be particularly neceſſary here, as in- 
deed it has generally been in the arable diſtricts of Scotland. 
The buſineſs is well underſtood, and though much has been 
done, chiefly by the proprietors, much {till remains. The 
ndiſpenſable neceſſity of draining wet lands appears every 
kaſon, when they are in tillage; i but when they are in pa- 
ſure, it does not appear in the ſame ſtriking and for- 
able point of view. On the contrary, a certain proportion 
of wet land was formerly confidered as advantageous in 
paſture fields. This idea is now juſtly exploded by intelli- 
gent farmers ; for though cattle, in the drought of ſummer, 
bmetimes do betake themſelves to the coarſe graſs which 
gows on marſhy and wet ſpots, it is only when the finer 
ad more nutritive food on the dry land, which they al- 
ways prefer, becomes ſcarce. Such corners, therefore, not 
mly injure the beauty of paſture fields, but diminiſh their 
lue. As the theory is improved in this particular, a 
urreſponding change begins to obtain in practice; and 
1s probable, ; the con viction that wet is as injurious to the 
luable graſſes as to corn, will ſoon extend that care to pa- 
lures, which has hitherto, with few. exceptions, been conſin- 
to lands in tillage. 


Graſs. 
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Graf. Though the whole pariſh of Abercorn be arable, 
excepting what 15 rendered other wiſe by planting, fully two. 
- -thirds of it are in graſs. The richeſt crops of grain adorn 

| the fields only for a few of the ſummer months, but when 
in graſs, they are covered with verdure through the whole 
year. This ſeems to be the reaſon why noblemen and gen- 
tlemen do not chooſe to have the lands in the immediate 
vicinity of their places in tillage, and accounts for ſo great 
proportion of this pariſh being in grafs. At the ſame time, 


it may be obſerved, that lands ſuitable for paſture, and | 


within a convenient diſtance of Edinburgh, are nearly of 
the ſame value as when under the plough. Some of the 
fields are diſtinguiſhed both by the quantity and richneſs of 
the graſs which they produce, and have been ſaid by intel. 
ligent graziers, though not ſo early, t to be equal in value, in 
the courſe of the year, to any in North Britain. Thoſe 
let are generally employed in feeding beef and mutton for 
the Edinburgh market. They are conſidered as too valu- 
able for breeding by thoſe to whom profit is the 1 1 ob. 


ject. 


Mood. — The natural betty of the darin is . 
| heightened by the quantity of land which is' planted, and 
the taſte with which it has been done. There is at preſent 
2 conſiderable proportion of the whole, perhaps about 3 
fixth, covered with wood. From this circumſtance, Aber- 
corn naturally ſtrikes the eye from the oppoſite coaſt of 


Fife. Continued plantations, from the vicinity of Queens- | 


ferry to Blackneſs, mark the bounds of the: pariſh, and ex- 
hibit a ſcene rich and beautiful to the eye of the obſerver. 


Moſt of the fields are ſurrounded with belts, and thoſe which 
are extenſive are ornamented with clumps of various di | 
On the higheſt land in the pariſh, formerly the 
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rery conſiderable extent. Near the centre of this wood, a 


coarſe grey ſtone, apparently ſtanding on end, is ſaid to 


mark the place where meetings were held in ancient times, 
ind has probably been the witneſs of many tranſaktions of 
which there is now no memorial in the world. | | 

The beauty of theſe plantations is generally rendered ac- 
ceſſible and eafily enjoyed, by lawns and alleys ſkirted with 
firubbery, which have been left for the purpoſe. Some of 
them contain all the variety of trees, native and. exotic, 
which were known in this country at the times they were 
planted, and conſequently afford an opportunity to the in- 
elligent obſerver, of appreciating their merits, and of mark- 
ing the particular ſoils and expoſures which are moſt fa- 
vourable to their growth. 


8 what has already been ſaid, it may be 
preſumed, that all the lands in this pariſh are incloſed. The 
fences, conſiſting of ſtone-walls, of hedges, and frequently of 
both theſe, thus uniting their advantages, are generally 
good. The hedges have, in ſome inſtances, ſuffered from 
thoſe cauſes by which they are moſt commonly 1njured. 
Theſe are, the planting trees, in thick hedge-rows, in the 
ine with the thorns; and the allowing the thorns to grow up 
to trees, which, however beautiful they may be in this 
late, renders them open below, and inſufficient as a fence. 
Both theſe having been experienced in ſome degree, are 
now correcting, ed will be guarded againſt in time to 
come, 

Minerals, Ee. e. The information concerning the mi- 
nerals, &c. in this pariſh, muſt be very limited, as they 
have hitherto been but very partially inveſtigated. There 
8 excellent free-ſtone in different parts of it, capable of be- 
ug worked into the fineſt architecture, of which the co- 
lumns 
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jumns in the front of Hopetoun Houſe exhibit the moſt 

tisfactory evidence. There are likewiſe very extenſn 
beds of lime-ſtone, which is of 2. ſuperior quality. Thel 
were wrought to 2 conſiderable extent in the beginning of 
the laſt century, and probably at an earlier period. There 
is reaſon to believe Abercorn was formerly the principd 
market for lime on the banks of the Forth, probably before 
thoſe valuable works on the oppoſite - coaſt of Fife con 
menced,. which are now carried on with advantage to 
great an Extent. It is ſaid the fortifications of Dunkit 
were built with lime from Abercorn ; and the old people 
ſpeak of the French veſſels employed in carrying it. Lime 
continues to be wronght on the eſtate of Duddingſton, but 
only for a land fale. Ten men are uſually employed in 
quarrying and burning it; and about 10, ooo bolls are fall 
annually. It is ſold by the Linlithgow peaſe meaſure, anl 
at 18. per boll. The boll of ſhells produces two an 
a half, and ſometimes 8 nearly three bolls of {lacked 
lime. 

Hitherto no coal has been wank] in (hy ir this ne 
ceſſary article being generally brought from the vicinity d 
Borrowſtounneſs, which is between five and fix miles diſtant, 
It is, however, by no means improbable, that there is coal, pat- 
ticularly in the ſouth-weſt part of the pariſh. There are cer 
tain indications of iron-ſtone in different places, and a ſmall add cattle 
quantity has been gathered along the ſhore; but as it h Hopeto 
never been wrought, it is impoſſible to ſay of what quality {ve been 
and in what quantity, it might be found. There is ſome" Mr Bal 
thing ſingular in the lie or bearing of the metals. Tit Cnigton. 
dip is frequently ſo great, that the ſtrata appear almoſt pet- bme year 
pendicular to the plane of the horizon. Such is the irregi- been witl 
larity, that within the ſame field they are often found to doubled, 
dear to oppoſite points, and frequently contrary to what b e advat 
their uſual bearing along the banks of the Forth, and in- the graſ 
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ed over the whole iſland; It ſhould have been mention- 
4, that ſhell-marl has been found in different places, and 


moſt 
>Xxtenſiv 


_ LheleWe2s once wrought, though to no extent. f 
nning f 1 1 | | : 
Then Hor es, Cattle, & c.— Horſes, black-cattle, ſheep, with all 
Principe common domeſticated animals, are kept in this pariſh. 
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fide theſe, the Earl of Hopetoun has an extenſive park 
ell ſtocked with fallow deer. From what has been al- 
ady ſtated with reſpect to the manner in which the lands 
re oceupied, it will readly occur, that no accurate infor- 
nation can be given with regard to the number of each 
ind. This can never be done when grazing obtains in 
y conſiderable degree, as the numbers will fluftuate not 


loyed inffſÞnly every ſeaſon, but frequently in the courſe of the ſame 
are ſolMczlon. f | | 

ſure, all Very laudable exertions have been made to promote the 
two aniaprovement of the diſſerent kinds of uſeful animals. 
f ſlackelMſhoſe in the more elevated ſtations have very properly 


tought it a duty incumbent upon them, to bring the moſt 


, this ne. proved breeds within the reach of thoſe who have not 
icinity Ie ſame means of ſelection, wiſely judging, that improve- 


ments of this kind muſt be gradually made, but that thoſe 
Fill ultimately obtain, which are really advantageous to 
tie country. With this view, different ſpecies of horſes 
ad cattle have been brought from England by the family 
« Hopetoun, The horſes in the neighbourhood are ſaid to 
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t quality, lare been much improved, by being crofled with a breed 
> is ſome· Nef Mr Bakewell's, introduced by Mr George Henderſon in 
ls. TheMWraigton, The laudable exertions which began to be made 


lome years ago, for improving the breed of theep, have not 
been without effect. The value of the wool has been 
doubled, and even tripled, on ſome paſtures in this pariſh. 
The advantage of the Edinburgh market, and the richneſs 
the gras, might be ſuppoſed to make the breed of milch- 


cows, 


moſt pet- 
je irregu- 
found to 
o what ö 
1, and in- 
deed 


. 
9 


2 
WL 


1 


* 2 pu , — 0 
71 08 PA EPI $ 
þ -- * 2 * . 


_— — 


—— 


— 


* 3 
3 
, 


3 


= 


"Is Wat NE" nets 
8 hs R 
R hs 2 Bol 8 


4+ 


3 
IJ y 2 — 9 


— 
. 
2 


n 

s K 
* 

. 
ei 
= 7 
3. 
KT 

7 5. 

f » 

+. þ E 

g 
. = 
FW 
1. N 
1 
* 2 
* 73 
* ba 
7 4 
e 
a 
* - 
4 
: 
4 
N . 
a. 
' 
7 * 
by , 
ie 1 
« + £4] 
b * 
% IJ 
6 £4 if 
= 
» 
i PR 1. : 
9 ** — f be 
4 5 
ty e 4 

„ 
V. 
2 > 

*%. 5 2:8 

6 F 

12 74 

14 
1 
1. x 
c * 

1 

£ ur -- 

8 1 
% A 
. * r is 

1 
; +3 

4 o 5 

1 

py 

5 t 

„ 
Fa - 5 

= x : * 

10 1 
113 , 
„ 

+. : 7 K 

% C < 
26" 357 

” I þ : 
Vs 28 
wt” ; 
einn 
* 8 
I 

; — 

4s F . J 

„ 
x" us 

7 

B41 1 k 

4*,1.+ FF 

1 ' 

"x . : 

: 2 5 

8 * 

* — 1 

»4 % 

i Þ 

x7 3 

$.: N 
war, | 

wy 5 

_ 

It 

EY N 
. 

WT, 

: «| 

I 2 . a 

Fa 
by 
Ky 

17 2 

— * 

> . 

* 0 

* 

E. By 
. 
6 
74 
S 

294 

«Mo Y» - 
14 ** 

2 

* 
1 


- - 2 2 
nn {44 23 
fs n * 


F _— CSE” > 3 
"Fs 2 5 a 
K 2 = 


392 Statiſtical Account 


cows, and the management of the dairy, objects of great 
importance. Perhaps neither of theſe have met with that 


particular attention, in this neighbourhood, which they un. 


doubtedly deſerve. It might be ſuppoſed, that improve. 
ment in that which is more or leſs the buſineſs of ſo many, 
and which materially affects their gain, would not be left 
to accident; and yet, meliorations in things of this kind 
ſeem hitherto to have proceeded more from accident than 
any ſettled purpoſe. To improve the Kinds of the uſeful 
animals, or the ſpecies of grain which are commonly culti- 
vated, is a work of genuine patriotiſm and extenſive bene- 
ficence. It is neither confined to place nor time, but ſpreads 
in proportion to its utility, and is handed down from gene. 
ration to generation. | ECL 


Manufactures.— There is no manufacture or great work 
carried on in the pariſh of Abercorn. There are, indeed, a 
few tradeſmen, ſuch as maſons, wrights, ſmiths, ſhoemaker, 
weavers, tailors, &c.; but in ſome of theſe branches the num- 
ber is not ſufficient for the accommodation of the inhabi- 
tants. There is neither ſurgeon, writer, nor merchant. The 
| houſes in which ſpiritous liquors and ale are ſold are few; 
and theſe, kept by ſober and reſpectable people, do not {em 


to have the injurious effects which alehouſes are generally 


ſaid to produce. BY 


Price of Labour and Proviſions.—It is unneceſſary to g 
into any detail with regard to the price of labour, as it 15] 
not materially different from what obtains through the Lo- 
thians. The principal proprietors, who employ moſt of tie 
labourers, do not, perhaps, give the ſame high wages which 
are to be procured elſewhere, eſpecially - at public works; 


but the receivers are more than compenſated, by the aſſil- 
| ad ance 
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ance which they regularly receive in their old age, and 
of great which is generally extended to their widows. From the 
1th that daily intercourſe with Edinburgh, the prices of all Kinds of 
hey un. proviſions are regulated by thoſe in the market of the me- 


mprove. tropolis, and are very nearly the ſame with them. 
o many, 


be left I Population. — The return from Abercorn to Dr Webſter, 
his kind in the year 1755, was 1037 ſouls. In the year 1792, a liſt, 
ent than completely accurate, was made up, in the courſe of parochial 
ne uſeful i duty, by the writer of this account, and with a view to it, 
ly cult. I hen the number was 870; and he has no reaſon to think 
ve bene. there is any conſiderable alteration fince that time. There 
t ſpreads WW has, therefore, been a decreaſe of 167 in the courſe of the 
m gene-W lat 40 years. The regiſter of baptiſms begins ſo far back 
2 the 1ſt of November 1585, and, though not complete, 
has been kept with tolerable regularity fince that time. 
From 1586 to 1592, both inclufive, the annual average is 
25. The average of ten years has been taken at many 
liferent periods, and is found to have been higheſt towards 
the end of the laſt century, being then nearly 39. Since that 
time it has gradually decreaſed; ſo that the average of the 
aſt ten years wants a fraction of 20. Judging, therefore, 
from the evidence which the regiſter of baptiſms affords, 
the population of the pariſh: gradually increaſed till towards 
the end of the laſt century, being then above 1600; ſince 
which it has decreaſed nearly one half. There is no regi- 
ler of deaths before the beginning of the preſent century. 
The following table exhibits ſeveral facts with reſpect to 
the ſex, age, &c. of the inhabitants in the year 1792. 
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Widowers, 1 is 6 
| Widows, 96 es 3 
Under 10 years old, 215 
From 10 to 20, - 192 
From 20 to 40, — : - 229 
From 40 to 60, - - I42 
From 60 to 80, - - 38 
Above 80, P - 4 


Property.—The whole pariſh is valued at L. 6945, 35, 


Scotch, and is divided among four heritors. 

I, The Right Honourable James, third Earl of Hogs 
toun, &c. one of whole anceſtors, John Hope of Hopetoun, 
purchaſed the barony of Abercorn from Sir Walter Seton 
in 1678; and the family, at ſubſequent periods, acquired 


Meidhope, formerly the property of the Earls of Linlith- 


gow, one of whom lived in the houſe of Meidhope in the 
beginning of this century, Philpſton, Stonehill, and Morton, 
formerly belonging to branches of the Houſe of Dundas; 
Duntarvie, for near two centuries a ſeat of the Durhams; 
Craigton, and other lands in the pariſh ; ſo that his Lord- 
ſhip's valued rent now is about two-thirds of the whole, being 
L. 4586, 6s. Scots. 

2. David Dundas of Duddingſtone, deſcended from 2 
younger ſon of the Houſe of Dundas, who had originally the 
ſmall farm of Prieſtinch, and acquired the lands of Duc- 


dingſtone by marriage, about the year 1530. Mr Dundas: | 


lands are valued at L. 1416 Scots. 
3. Sir James Dalyell of Binns, deſcended from Thomas 


Dalyell, who acquired the lands of Binns towards the end 
of the 16th century; and whoſe eſtate in this pariſh is va. 


lued at L. 733, 78. Scots. 


Thomas Dalyell of Binns, one of Sir James's anceſtors, I 


was born in the pariſh of Abercorn, his name occurring in 
| the 
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6 he regiſter of baptiſms in the year 1615. He was com- 
41 nander in chief of the forces in Scotland, diſtinguiſhed by 
215 great fidelity to his King, and is recorded to have had many 


192 jxeculiarities of character. He died on the 22d of Auguſt 
229 1685. See Grainger's Biographical Hiſtory. 


I42 4. James Dundas of Dundas, a minor, and chief of the 
88 cient family of Dundas, has a ſmall property in this pa- 
4 nſþ, valued at L. 209, 10 8. Scots. His extenſive eſtate of 


Dundas lies in the neighbouring pariſhes of Dalmeny and 
45, 3% (irkliſtoun. 


Hope- Wl Church, Cc.— There is no place of worſhip within the 
petoun, WM pariſh but the parochial church, which is attended by the 
r Seton Wl feat body of the inhabitants. The only diſſenters be- 
equired WM long to the Burgher and Antiburgher ſocieties. Though 
Linlith- Wl ticy continue a connection which was formed by their fa- 
> in the WM thers, and in which they were educated, it is but juſtice to 
Morton, WM fate, that they diſcover nothing of the narrow prejudice 
Jundas; WM ind animoſity which were but too apparent in the earlier 


wrhams; Wl txriods of the ſeceſſion. The pariſh-church, remarkable 
s Lord- WM i the beauty of its ſituation, is an irregular building, ſome 
e, being WM tart of which exhibits marks of conſiderable antiquity. 


The Earl of Hopetoun is patron. The miniſter's ſtipend, 
s recently augmented, conſiſts of 64 bolls 2 pecks 2 lippies 
meal, 60 bolls 1 lippie barley, 4 bolls 2 pecks 2 lippies 
wheat, L. 49: 16: 5 Sterling of money ſtipend, L. 5, 178. 
rr d. Sterling for providing communion- elements, with 
de uſual accommodations of manſe, offices, garden and 


from 2 
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Thomas 
he end i Wiſter of the pariſh in the year 1791. 
1 is va- | 
eo! — The parochial ſchool is the only place of educa- 
im, From the ability and very uncommon aſſiduity 
Which have long been exerted by Mr Robert Murray the 
"olmaſter, it has grown into high reputation, which is 


evident; 
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evident from the numbers who reſort to it from all parts of 
the country, many of them from a great diſtance. Nor b 
this preference ill founded; for there are undoubtedly fey 


ſchools in which that education which prepares for buſineß 
is better conducted, or with greater ſucceſs, The whole of 
Mr Murray's emoluments, excepting the ſ{chool-wage, 
amount to about L. 10 Sterling, which is made up of his 
ſalary, fees as ſeſhon-clerk, and the intereſt of L. 52 Ster- 
ling mortified for behoof of the ſchoolmaſter. Experience 
begins to ſhew very forcibly, though happily not yet in 
this pariſh, that the advantage which the youth of Scotland 
have long enjoyed, in point of education, will ſoon be lot 
unleſs more adequate proviſion be made for one of the moſt 
uſeful claſſes'of men in the community. 


Poor.— The poor are chiefly ſupported by the contribu. 
tions at the church-doors, which, with L. q, 18 8. Sterling, 
the intereſt of money belonging to them, have annualy ave- 
raged nearly L. 115 Sterling for theſe fix years. Such li. 
beral contributions can only be accounted for from the very 
regular and exemplary attendance upon public worihtp of 
thoſe in the higher ranks, particularly of the Hopetoun fa- 
mily. An annual diſtribution of meal has been made by 
the ſame family, for a very long period, to the extent of 
ſeveral chalders. With ſuch ſupplies, it may be concluded, 
that there are few, if any pariſhes, in which the hardibiy; 
of poverty are ſo much alleviated, 


Hopetousm Houſe, — The principal ſeat of the noble ſamily | 
of Hopetoun, cannot be paſſed over in the account of a ps. 
riſh, of which it is the greateſt ornament. It is ſaid the fine 
Atuation occurred very accidentally to Charles, firſt Farl of | 
Hopetoun, when he was going to build on another part of 


phe eſtate. The building commenced in the year 1696, un 
| | det 
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Jer the direction of Sir William Bruce of Kinroſs. Mr 
Adam afterwaxds took up the plan, and completed it in 
the time of the ſecond Earl. Conſidering the wealth 
which has been employed, in the courſe of a century, and 
under the direction of excellent taſte, in beautifying a place 
poſſeſſed of ſo many natural advantages, it is not wonderful 
the reſult ſhould be general admiration. I forbear giving 
a detailed deſcription of this princely ſeat, which is viſited 
by all thoſe who travel through Scotland, and fully celebrat- 
ed by every itinerant bookmaker. 


Abercorn Eftate.—Abercorn appears to have been always 


z principal eſtate in Linlithgowſhire. The ſheriffſhip of 
the ſhire belonged to it previous to the paſſing of the juriſ- 
diction act. In the 13th century it belonged to the Gra- 
hams, Sir John Graham of Abercorn, the friend of Wal- 
lace, fell in the vicinity of Falkirk, fighting for the liberties 


| of his country againſt Edward I. of England, on the 22d of 


ſuly 1298. Since that time it has belonged to ſeveral 
noble and diſtinguiſhed families, the Douglaſſes, Mures, 
Lindſays, and Setons, from whom it came to one of the 
anceſtors of the preſent proprietor, as formerly mention- 
ed. Its extent was greatly diminiſhed when ſold by Sir 
Walter Seton; but it has regained its original importance in 
tae poſſeſſion of the family of Hopetoun. An authentic 
biftory of ſuch an eſtate, for a long period, would be a eu- 
nous and intereſting work, exhibiting its tranſitions from 
amily to family, and the additions and diminutions which 
t experienced, according to the riſe and fall of the fortunes 
ot its poſleſſors. | 


 Abercorn IWall—The wall built by the Romans 1n the 
ime of Antoninus, between the Friths of Forth and Clyde, 
Ms been called by ſome hiſtorians the Wall of Abercorn. 
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It is, however, more than probable this wall never extend. 
ed to Abercorn. The authority of the venerable Bede, 
when we recollect the age in which he lived, and the op- 
portunity of knowledge which, as a Northumbrian, he pol. 
ſeſſed, has not been ſufficiently attended to upon this point, 
concerning which there has been conſiderable inveſtigation, 
&« Tncipit autem duorum ferme millium ſpatio a Monaſte. 
& rio Aebercurnig ad occidentem, in loco qui ſermone Pie- 


% torum Peanuahel, lingua autem Anglorum Penueltum 


4 2ppellatur, et tendens contra occidentem, terminatur 
« juxta urbem Alcluith.” Bed. Eocleſ. Hiſt. Geht. Angl, 
lib. I. cap. xii. The name given by both nations to the 
place where the wall began, implies a point, and the point 
of Blackneſs 1s preciſely the diſtance mentioned from the 
church of Abercorn, where, it is underſtood, the monaſtery 
was ſituated. 


Monaftery, &c.—The monaſtery of Abercorn was one 


of the moſt ancient in Scotland, It is ſeveral times men- 


tioned by Bede, though he gives no particular account ol 


it. Towards the end of the ſeventh century, it was the 
reſidence of a biſhop Triumvin. At this period the terri- 
tory of the Northumbrians extended to the Frith of Forth; 
but in the year 634, Egfrid their king was defeated and 
ſlain by the Picts, on which Triumvin left Abercorn * ; and 


from that time it is uncertain whether the monaſtery con- 


tinued, as there ſeems to be nothing recorded in hiſtory 


with reſpect to it. To this old religious eſtabliſhment we 
mult refer the names of many places in the pariſh, ſuch as 


Prieſtinch, St Serf's Law, Prieſt's Folly, &c. &c. 
About the year 1170, a diſpute aroſe concerning the pa- 


tronage of the church of Abercorn, between John Avenale, 
„„ 


* Bed. Hiſt, lib. 4, cap. xxvi. 
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or Avonale, Lord of Abercorn, and Richard, ſecond Biſhop 
of Dunkeld. The latter ſucceeded, as was to be expected 
in theſe times of increafing church power. In the year 


1460, the whole lands belonging to the Biſhop of Dunkeld 


on the ſouth fide of the Forth, conſiſting of Abercorn, Gra- 
mond, Preſton, and Aberlady, were erected into one baro- 
ny, to be called the barony of Aberlady. 


Caſtle of Abercorn.—The Romans had ſtations or forts, 
a equal diſtances, between Antoninus's Wall and Cramond, 


the port which they frequented in the Forth, to preſerve 


the communication, and to prevent the enemy from ma- 
king inroads, by crofling from the oppoſite ſhore. One of 
theſe was probably the original of Abercorn Caſtle. There 
ſeems to have been another at Springfield, the remains of 
which were lately employed in building the preſent houſe 
and offices, and another on the point of Munch Hill. The 
alle was fituated on a point north-eaſt from the church of 
Abercorn, and muſt have been of difficult acceſs, excepting 
a the eaſt fide. During the power cf the Houſe of Dou- 
ylas it became a place of great ſtrength, being one of the 
noſt tenable fortreſſes which belonged to the family. In 
the year 1454 it was beſieged by King James II. the Earl 
a Douglas being then in rebellion. The King raiſed the 
lege, and went in purſuit of Douglas; but it was recom- 
menced on the 8th of April 1455, and the walls of the caſtle 
being ſhattered by the repeated ſhocks of machines, it was 
{ken by ſtorm about the 8th of May following, and diſmant- 
ld. It was never repaired afterwards. Buchanan ſpeaks of 
was half demoliſhed (ſemidiruta arx) in his time. 


Charaſter of the People. —There is nothing particularly 
inking in the appearance or manners of the people of 
Abercorn. They are peaceable, ſober, induſtrious, and re- 
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gular, in an eminent degree. Leſs addicted to violent dif. 

putation concerning the doctrines of Chriſtianity than the 

people in many pariſhes of Scotland, they have much more 

of the practice of it. A better teſtimony cannot be given 

to the regularity of their conduct, than by ſtating, that x 
conſiderable number of years ſometimes elapſes without p 
any individual being ſubject to the cenſures of the church. 

Perhaps there is no pariſh, the inhabitants of which give 

leſs uneaſineſs and diſquietude to their miniſter. Though (Coun 
by no means in a ſequeſtered ſituation, they are removed 

from the immediate taint of that licentiouſneſs which de. 

ſtroys the lower orders in cities and great towns. They 

have not ſuffered from the eſtabliſhment of manufaRories or 

great works, there being none either within the pariſh, or 

in the immediate neighbourhood of it. While theſe have 

enriched many diſtricts of Scotland, they have had the moſt 

fatal influence upon the characters of the people. Thoſe WW —— 

who have enlarged views ef their country's good, will not 
rejoice in the acquiſition of wealth, when it is accompanied 
with the ſacrifice of the religious principles and moral con- 
duct of the inhabitants. It is not eaſy to conceive how 
much the manners of the common people depend upon the IK 

higher orders who live among them, When the members * 
of a great family are decent, regular, and uniform in their 
attendance upon the ordinances of religion, the benefit of 
the example is not confined to their domeſtics, but extends 
further than any other kind of influence which they poſſeſß. 
The pariſh of Abercorn enjoys the full advantage of ſuch a 5 the 1 
example, and it is obviouſly productive of the moſt falutary : Who, 101 
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NUMBER XIX. 
PARISH OF KILMORACK. 


(County or INVERNESS, SYNOD or Ross, PRESBYTERY 
of DINGWALL:) 


By the Rev. Join FRASER. 


Origin of the Name. 


IKE many other pariſhes in the Highlands of Scot- 
land, this derives its name from having afforded bu- 
tial ground, either to ſome reputed ſaint, or ſome perſon of 
kiſtinction; Ci] Mhorac fignifying the Cell or Chapel of 
Young Mary; but from what family this lady ſprung, can- 
tot with certainty be aſcertained, though it ſeems moſt like- 
y ſhe was a deſcendant of one of the Lairds of Chiſholm, 
who, long before the Reformation, was the principal reſi- 
ling heritor in the pariſh, and whoſe family ſtill continue 
to bury in it. 


Situation and Extent.— There is not probably in Scotland 
ipariſh of greater extent, ſtretching from Tarradale, (to 
Vor, © tf 3 F. the 
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the eaſtward of the village of Beauly), in a direction pretty 


nearly from eaſt to weſt, till within a ſhort diſtance of the 


Cro of Kintail; a tract of ground upwards of 60 miles in 
length, by 10, 20, and even 30, in ſome places, in breadth, 
On the ſouth, it is bounded by the Frith of Beauly, the pa, 
riſhes of Kirk hill and Kiltarlity ; on the north and eaſt, by 
the pariſhes of Urray and Contin; and on the wet, by the 
e of Cro and Lochaiſn. : 


General Appearance. From the account given above of 
the extent of this pariſh, it will naturally be ſuppoſed that 
its appearance cannot be very regular; but though this muſt 
be allowed, the general face of the country it contains i; 
very far from being unpleaſant. At the eaſtern extremity 
we behold the Frith and the beautiful windings of the 
Beauly, extenſive fertile corn- ſields, and ſeveral gentlemens 
ſeats, many of them highly improved. Here moſt of the 


barren ground, and the hills almoſt to their ſummits, are co. 
vered with large plantations of Scotch fir, and a variety of | 
natural wood, A few miles to the weſt of Beauly, the | 
traveller ſees, what has often been admired by the man of 
taſte, the Falls of Kilmorack and Teanaſſie, the pictureſque 
ſcenes in the Dreum, and the iſland of Aigaſh; at one end | 
of which may be viewed, from the public road, three ſaw- 
mills, conſtantly at work, ſurrounded with as romantick 
and delightful a ſcenery as is to be met with in Scotland. | 
Even in the remoteſt parts of the pariſh, hills and rocks of | 
a very conſiderable height appear, clothed and adorned . 
from top to bottom with a veriety of trees, Scotch fir, birch, 
common and mountain aſh, poplars, ſome oaks, hazel, &c. | 


&c. 


Rivero. The principal river is the Beauly, compoſed ol 
three leſſer ones, the Farrur, Canich, and Glaſs, that give 
names 
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names to as many glens; theſe rivers interſe& the pariſh in 
different directions, at their conflux below Erkleſs Caſtle, 
the ſeat of Mr Chiſholm of Chiſholm ; they form the Beau- 
ly, which runs about eight miles before it diſcharges itſelf 
into the Frith of that name, at the moſt eaſterly point of the 
pariſh. This river, from the Frith to Beaufort Caſtle, 
abounds in ſalmon, and the harveſt floods ſometimes enable 
a few to get over the Falls of Kilmorack, and then they can 


with eaſe ſwim upwards more than 20 miles, even to the 


head of the Farrur, and a great way up the Glaſs ; but this 
ſeldom happens, and the number. is commonly ſo trifling, 
that the proprietor very properly thinks, the value would 
not indemnify the expence and trouble that would attend 
the killing of them. A little below the Falls of Kilmo- 


rack is a ſtream reckoned among the beſt in Scotland for 


angling ſalmon ; from 20 to 3o have often been taken by 
one perſon in the courſe of a day. 

The late Lord Lovat, who, with pleaſure, often viſited 
theſe Falls, once made a very uncommon and ſurpriſing ex- 
periment. Alongſide one of them he ordered a kettle full of 
water to be placed over a fire, and a few minutes after, a 
large ſalmon leaped into it. Fabulous and incredible as this 
may ſeem to thoſe who never were at Kilmorack, it is what 
would undoubtedly happen a hundred times every ſeaſon, 
were the experiment tried. In the months of July and Au- 
puſt, many fiſh lie at the foot of theſe Falls, when a 
lood comes they all endeavour to get up the river, but as 
the water in which they ſwim is conſtantly agitated and 
frothy, on account of the height from which it falls, they 
cannot ſee before them, often miſtake their direction, and 
leap on the dry rock. It is therefore a common practice 
with the people in the neighbourhood, to lay branches of 
trees along the fide of the ſtream, to prevent the fiſh tum- 
bling back into the river. Twenty ſalmon, by theſe means, 
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have often in a morning been taken on the dry rock. Were 
a kettle therefore ſet a boiling where theſe branches are 
laid, a fiſh, by accident, might plunge into it, as ſoon a 
tumble on any part of the ſurrounding rock. The ſalmon 
fiſhing of the Beauly is the ſole property of the Honourable 
Mr Fraſer of Lovat. For years paſt it has been let in leaſe to 
John Richardſon, Eſq; of Pitfour, near Perth, at upwards of 
L. 600 Sterling per annum. This gentleman, when he firſ 
rented the fiſhing, was but little known, and almoſt an en- 
tire ſtranger in this country ; but his obliging and engaging 
manners foon conciliated the good will and affection of all 
ranks of people in it. His laudable and amiable charafter, 
ſo generally known, and ſo well eſtabliſhed, ought not to 
be mentioned but with approbation; and the preſent in. 
cumbent of this pariſh cannot forbear, in this pablic man- 
ner, giving his teſtimony to it. Mr Richardſon has repeat- 
edly laid the pariſhioners of Kilmorack, particularly the 
poor, under the greateſt obligations. But his beneficence, 
liberal, and well-timed charity to them, in the years 19! 
and 1783, will not be forgotten. They never fail, however, 
to make their kind benefator the only return in their 


power, and what to him will be preferable to filver or gold, 


their ſincereſt wiſh that the bleſſing of the needy, and thoſe 
who were then ready to periſh, may come upon him. 


Lakes.—In every diſtrict of this extenſive pariſh, from the 
village of Beauly upwards, even 1n the higheſt hills, there are 
lakes, all plentifully ſtored with pike and trout. But there 
is one of them which deſerves to be particularly remark- 
ed, on account of its being probably the only phno- 
menon of the kind in Great Britain. The name of this 
lake is Lochan Uain, or the Green Lake; it is on the Chi- 
holm's property, about 40 miles to the weſt of Beauly, {ur- 
counded by mountains as high as any in Scotland: The mol 
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ſdutherly of theſe, and the higheſt, is called Maum Shou- 
dil. This lake is conſtantly, both in ſummer and winter, 
covered with ice; but in the middle of June, when the ſun 
is vertical, a very little of the ice in the centre of the lake is 
diſſolved. 


Climate. — In no reſpect has this country undergone a 
greater change than as to climate. About 20 years ago, 


the farmers, without a coat upon them, were obliged to yoke 


their labouring cattle, even in the month of March, about 
three or four o'clock in the morning, as neither the plough. 
man nor cattle could ſtand the heat of the day after fix or ſe- 
ven, But how great the reverſe; no fight more common 
now, in the latter end of April, and beginning of May, than 
a ploughman, with his body wrapt up in a great coat, and 
tis hands muffled in worſted mitts, to preſerve him from the 
iroſty air. Showers of ſnow and hail are not unuſual in 
june, not even in the dog-days; but though eur ſeaſons 
have thus varied, we have upon the whole leſs froſt and 
now throughout the year than formerly. 


Crops, —Otas, barley, peaſe, rye, and ſome wheat, are 
the crops generally raiſed ; but the pariſh, particularly the 
Highland part of it, reaps more benefit from the culture of 
potatoes than from all the other crops. The great advan- 
tage accruing to Highlanders from paying a proper attention 
to the cultivation of this uſeful root, does not appear, per- 
baps, in any other part of the country, in a more ſtriking 
and convincing point of view than in the pariſh of Kilmo- 
nck, Within theſe 20 years, the Laird of Chiſholm's te- 
nants, in the height of Strathglaſs, were in the conſtant 
practice of purchaſing yearly oat-meal to the amount of 
about L. 500; but during the 12 or 14 years laſt paſt, they 
ve paid ſo much attention to their potatoe crop, that they 
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are not under the neceſſity of laying out L. 5 in the yer 
for meal, New experiments are frequently made in the 
culture of potatoes, and many of them have ſucceeded he. 
yond expectation. The preſent incumbent has had 11 ſyc. 
ceſſive crops from one field without a particle of manure, 
and all, except the laſt, equally good. He has now the fa. 
tisfaction to ſee many of his pariſhioners following his ex 
ample. The potatoes thus raiſed are, in number and fize, 


at leaſt equal, and in quality far ſuperior, to thoſe laid down 


with the richeſt manure. To the Honourable Prefident of 
the Board of Agriculture, his country, and all Europe, are 
indebted for his diſintereſted and unwearied application, in 
endeavouring to promote whatever may tend to the good 
and proſperity of mankind. The Highlanders of Scotland, 


from the attention he has hitherto been pleaſed to pay 


them, have every reaſon to expect, that he, and the Honour. 
able Board at which he preſides, will continue to embrace 
every opportunity of pointing out to them the mode belt 
calculated for improving the little field they have to go 
upon. 


Prices of Provi/ions and Labour. In this pariſh there i; 


no public market for proviſions, of courſe, their price, or 


that of grain, cannot with any degree of certainty be aſcer- 
tained, Meal generally ſells from 16s. to 20 8. per boll; 
barley, from 20s. to 25 8. per ditto; potatoes, from 6 d. to 


8 d. per peck, Moſt of the farmers employ hired ſervants, 
to whom they pay from L. 3 to L. 5 Sterling of wages; 


day-labourers receive from 8 d. to 18. per day. 


Black Cattle and Sheep. — In ſuch an extent of country as 


this pariſh contains, it is impoſlible to aſcertain the number 


of cattle. Though there are no ſheep-farrms, yet almolt 


every perſon who poſſeſſes a houſe has a few; a great many 
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black cattle are annually ſold for the ſouth of Scotland and 


Engliſh markets. 


Population. — The inhabitants of this pariſh amount, at 
preſent, to 2318 ſouls, 


Males, - : . 1069 
Females, - = - 1249 
Under 10 years of age, - - 728 
From 10 to 20, "oY - 533 
From 20 to 50, - . 814 
From 5 to 70, 6 - - 213 
From 70 to 100, — „ 29 
From 100 to 105, - - - I 


It is impoſſible with any degree of exaQneſs to aſcertain 
the deaths, marriages, or births, in ſo extenſive a pariſh. 
Of the two former there are no regiſters kept; and there 
xe ſo many Papiſts in the Highland part of it, that even 
the births cannot with any certainty be determined. 


Hints, —The valued rent of this pariſh is L. 3816. 
Lovat's, 1830; Chiſholm's, 1505 ; Struie's, 400; Aigalh, 
75- The real rent has confiderably increaſed. By a proven 
rental taken in the year 1729, when the late incumbent 
applied for an augmentation of ſtipend, the victual rent was 
only 302 bolls 3 firlots; the money but L. 424: 7: 24%. 
Its now 415 bolls victuals, and about L. 1397 Sterling 
money, 


Ecclfraftical State of the Pariſh Mr Fraſer of Lovat is 


patron of the pariſh. On the Chiſholm's property, in the 
Lighland part of it, there are from 600 to 700 Papiſts, all 
the reſt of the inhabitants are of the Ettabliſhed Church. 
There are three places of worſhip, but the incumbent only 

preaches 
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preaches in the pariſh church. There is a miſſionary ap. 
pointed, many years fince, by the Committee for managing 
the Royal Bounty, for this and the neighbouring pariſh af 
Kiltarlity. He has four different preaching places, in each 
of which he officiates alternately.— The manſe was built 
ſince the preſent incumbent was ſettied, and is ſtill in pret. 
ty good repair, —The church is new.—In the pariſh there 
is both a parochial and Society's ſchool. 


ManufaQures.—The only manufacture carried on in the 
pariſh is that of wood. Many thouſand fir-trees are annual. 
ly cut in Lovat's, the Chiſholm's, and Struie's woods. Theſe 
are ſawn into ſquare timber, planks, deals, &c. for the home 
and Engliſh markets. At the village of Beauly there wa 
lately launched a veſſel of upwards of go tons burden, built 
entirely of this wood; and there are at preſent two more 
on the ſtocks, of at leaſt an equal fize with the former, 
Theſe veſſels are bought by the mercantile people of In- 
verneſs, and employed by them in the trade from thence to 
London. | 


Paſt-Qice.— Long after the preſent incumbent was ſ{et- 
tled, a runner was employed by a few gentlemen, to carry 
their newſpapers and letters, three times a-week, from In- 
verneſs, being the neareſt poſt town. 
Colonel Fraſer of Belladrum, a gentleman ever attentive to 
what tends to the general good of the diſtrict in which he 
refides, after much ſolicitation, got a poſt-oflice eſtabliſhed 
at Beauly, and became himſelf ſurety for the perſon ap- 
pointed to the management of it, This he did from the mol: 
dilintereſted motive, receiving all his own poſt letters from 
Inverneſs. At the commencement of this eſtabliſhment, it 


was generally thought that the office would not indemnify | 
the public in the ſmall ſalary of L. 5 allowed the poſt-malter;| 
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but the circulation of correſpondence has ſo ſurpriſingly in- 
creaſed, that the poſt-office of Beauly returns annually to 
Government upwards of L. go, clear of all expence. 


Antiquities, —In different parts of the pariſh are to be 


ſeen many Druidical cairns or temples, and the ruins of 


{mall forts, built on the ſummits of hills; but what moſt 
attracts the attention of the traveller, is the ruins of the an- 
aent Priory of Beauly. The greateſt part of its walls are 
ſtill ſtanding. It was founded in the year 1230, by James 
Billet of Lovat. The terms of its foundation were, © ut 
pro 1pſo, dum viveret, Orarent Monachi ; poſt mortem, 
© funus gorpuſque exciperent, atque animam de corpore 
abeuntem, per continua facrificia et opera pietatis proſe- 


ry III. Rom. Julii. Pontificatus ſui, anno 4to. 
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NUMBER XX. 


CITY OF DUNKEL D, AND PARISH OF 
DOWALLY #*, 


(CounTY or PERTH, SYNOD or PERTH AND OSTIRLING, 
AND PRESBYTERY OF DUNKELD.) 


CoMPILED FROM AUTHENTIC MATERIALS. 


I. Of Dunkeld. 


NAME. 


HE. name appears to have undergone, in the courſe of 
ages, a conſiderable change. In ancient records it 
is frequently written Dunkelden, and there are ſtrong rea- 


ſons for believing, that it was alſo written ſometimes Dune 


chald, or Dunechalden+. Indeed, from conſulting etymolo- 
9 


* Though Dunkeld aud Dowally are now commonly conſidered as form- 
ing one pariſh, yet the ſtatiſtical circumſtances of each are ſo completely 


different, that it has been thought proper to give an account of them in dif | 


ferent papers | 

+ Lord Hailes, in his Annals of Scotland, quotes the following paſſage 
from Simeon Dunelmenſis: Ulfum Haroldi quoadam regis filium, Dune- 
chaldumgue regis Malcomi filium, et cuſtode laxatos et armis militanibus 
honoratos, abize permiſit.” Now Malcolm had no ſon of the name here 
mentioned; but his ſon Ethelred was abbot of Dunteld, and hence, moſt 
probably, the appellation. An. of Scot, p. 22. 8vo. Edin. 1797. 
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, we are led to conſider the latter as bearing a cloſer re- 
emblance, both in orthography and ſound, to the words 
from which they are derived, than the former. This 1s 
equally true, whether, with one claſs of Gaelic etymolo- 
gits, we conſider the name as derived from Dun-ghaet- 


dun, the Fortreſs of the Gaels of the Hills,“ or, with 


other claſs, from Dun- chalden, the Hill of Hazels.“ 


SITUATION, 


Dunkeld is ſituated 54 miles north from Edinburgh, in 
the county of Peith, and on the north bank of the river 
Tay. The ſcenery which ſurrounds it has long been a 
ſubject of admiration, as romantic and delightful. It is one 
of thoſe places which every foreign touriſt haſtens, on his 


arrival in Scotland, to ſee, nor does he return diſappointed. 


Nature has been liberal in producing and combining fine ob- 
js in the landſcape, and the improvements of the Duke 
of Atholl, conducted on an extenſive ſcale, and with great 
taſte, have given much additional ornament to the whole. 
t now preſents a variety, and a degree of pictureſque beau- 
ty, which is ſeldom equalled, and is, perhaps, (within the 
ſame compaſs of ground,) no where ſurpaſſed. So often, 
indeed, has that beauty been deſcribed and praiſed, that it 
b unneceſſary to lengthen this account by deſcanting upon 
t, It is impoſſible, however, to reſiſt the defire of inſerting 
the deſcription of one who was an exquilite judge, and who 
has ſelected, very happily, the objects which give its charms 
to the neighbourhood of Dunkeld. Mr Gray (the poet) 
pad a vifit to the Earl of Strathmore at Glammis Caſtle, 
luring the ſummer of the year 1766. At that time he 
made an excurſion to the Highlands, and he thus expreſſes 
limſelf, in a letter addreſſed to Mr Walpole, afterwards 
Earl of Orford : “ The road came to the brow of a ſteep 
deſcent, and, (the ſun then ſetting), between two woods 
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e of oak, we ſaw, far below us, the river Tay come ſweep. 
“ing along, at the bottom of a precipice at leaſt 1 50 feet 
deep, clear as glaſs, full to the brim, and very rapid in 


its courſe; it ſeem'd to ifſue out of woods thick and tall, 


that roſe on either hand, and were overhung by broken 
% rocky crags of vaſt heighth ; above them, to the welt, 
the tops of higher mountains appeared, on which the 
* evening clouds repoſed. Down by the fide of the river, 
under the thickeſt ſhades, is ſeated the town of Dunkeld; 
t in the midſt of it ſtands a ruin'd cathedral, the towers and 
ſhell of the building till entire; a little beyond it a large 
* houſe of the Duke of Atholl, with its offices and gar 
dens, extends a mile beyond the town; and as his 


“0 grounds are interſected by the ſtreets and roads, he has 


flung arches of communication acroſs them, that add to 
* the ſcenery of the place *,” 


BoUNDARIES. 


The bouydaries of Dunkeld, viewed as a pariſh, are not 
extenſive, but they are not hitherto diſtinctly aſcertained. 
As it was the ſeat of the biſhop, and the ſervice of the ca- 
thedral was performed either by his chaplain, or by ſome 


of the clergy who had fixed benefices in other quarters of 


the dioceſe, it was not neceſſary at that time to conſtitute it 
formally a pariſh, and to mark its limits. In fact, it does 
not appear that this was ever done. It is not entered as a 
pariſh in the ceſs-bouks of the county, and none of the old 
title-deeds of the proprietors deſcribe the property as Iying 
within the pariſb, but within the city, of Dunkeld. What 
is now therefore the pariſh, includes only what was former- 


ly within the boundaries of he city, Theſe, in the courle | 


0; | 


* Gray's Poems and Memoirs, p. 3. vol, iv, Maſon's edition, 
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of the preſent century, have been conſiderably altered; for 

during the commotions of 1689, the greateſt part of the 

houſes were burnt by an irritated and licentious ſoldiery, 

and ſuch of them as had ſtood to the weſt and north-weſt of 
the cathedral were not rebuilt. The ground which they, 

and the gardens which had lain intermixed with them, oc- 
cupied, is ſuppoſed to have extended to about five acres,” 
and this ſpace now forms a part of the Duke of Atholl's 
lawn and policy. But as the boundaries of the town reced- 
ed on one quarter, they ſtretched out on another. Several 
new houſes were built on the {lope of the eminence which 
riſes to the eaſtward of the town. Theſe are uniformly de- 
{cribed in the title-deeds as lying in the pariſh of Caputh. 
That pariſh indeed completely ſurrounds Dunkeld, (except 
where it is ſkirted on the ſouth by the Tay), and in for- 
mer times had reached, it thus appears, cloſe to the fite of 
the buildings. Stipend 1s paid to the miniſter of Caputh 
from a piece of ground lying but a few yards from the ca- 
thedral, 


PoPULATION. 


The numbers returned to Dr Webſter, in 1755, were 
1298. By an accurate lift taken in 1789, (and there is no 
reaſon to believe that they have either increaſed or dimi- 
niſhed materially fince that time), they amounted to 1086 
ſouls. Of theſe 589 were males, and 497 were females. 


Though no regular and authentic liſt of the births and bu- 
tals has been kept, yet by evidence on which great reliance 


may be placed, the number of the former 1s calculated to 
be, on an average, 36 annually, and of the latter, 27. Of 
marriages, the average annual number is 9. The propor- 
tion of births thus annually, to the total number of inha- 


bitants, is as I to 30; of deaths, as 1 to 40; and of marri- 


ages, as 1 to 120. The proportion of births to marriages 


is 
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is as 1 to 4. Of the 36 births annually, there occur in ge. 
neral three inſtances of children ftill-born, and one inſtance 
of twins. | 

The inhabitants are not liable to any particular loeal di. 
ſtemper, and many of them arrive at a very advanced age, 
One died a few years ago aged upwards of 100, and a friendly 
company occaſionally met, which was ſtyled the Ezghty-four 
Club, where no member was admitted till they attained the 
number of years mentioned in the title. In proof of the fitua- 
tion of Dunkeld being healthful, it may be mentioned, that 
it is frequently recommended by phyſicians as a ſummer 
reſidence for their conſumptive patients. The oſtenſible 
reaſon of ſuch recommendation, is, no doubt, the opportu- 
vity of obtaining goat-whey *, which it affords. But it is at 
the ſame time underſtood, that the purity of the air coming 
cleared and freſhened from the hills of the Highlands, toge- 
ther with the comforts of the ſociety, and the charms of the 
ſcenery, (inducing the invalid to regular and gentle exer- 
ciſe), form not the leaſt powerful and beneficial medicines. 


OccuPATIONS. 
Clergyman, - - 1 Houſehold ſervants, - 50 
Schoolmaſters, - - 2 Curriers, . . 2 
Surgeon, - . x Saddlers, : 2 
Apothecary, . - 1 Carters, 6 5 12 
Writers, - - 2 Shoemakers, . 4 20 
Merchants and manufacturers, 24 Butchers, - - 2 
Diſtillers, - 8 2 Tanners, . 6 2 
Superviſor, « - Candlemakers, - . 2 


Weavers, 


= : — 1 


* There are no goats nearer to Dunkeld than five miles. The milk is 
brought there every morning during the ſeaſon, and is ſold at the rate of 
78. 6d. a pint. 


Weavers, 
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Weavers, - 60 Keepers of inns and alehouſes, 12 
Brewers, - - 2 Glovers and tawers, - 2 
Tailors, 3 - 14 Wheelwright, - 833 
Watchmakers, - 3 Apprentices, - — 31 
Bakers, - 5 S 4 Piper *, 4 1 x 
Maſons, - - 12 


Theſe make, together, 268; and day-labourers, ſervants 
to the Duke of Athol], and children, complete the full num- 
her of 589 males, which are in Dunkeld. 


ECCLESIASTICAL STATE. 


1. Stipend of the Miniſter + —There are ſeveral peculia- 
rities in the ſtate of the proviſion made for the miniſter of 
Dunkeld. There is no manſe; there is no aſcertained 
glebe; there is no allowance for communion- elements, and 
but a ſmall pittance, of the very inadequate ſtipend, 15 
drawn from either Dunkeld or Dowally. 

During ſeveral years after the Revolution, a chaplain, 
who was employed and paid by the Duke of Atholl, per- 
formed here the ſervices of religion to the people; and it 


was 


* This is the man to whem the following paragraph, in the Scots Ma- 
gazine for October 1746, refers, in detailing the trials of the Rebels at Car- 
lie. John Ballantine acted as a piper in Captain James Stewart's com- 
* pany. But ſeveral witneſſes depoſed that he was forced into the ſervice 
by a party of the Rebels, who took him by violence out of his bed, threat- 
* ened to ſtab him if he did not go with them, and did not allow him 
time even to put on his clothes; and that afterwards they placed a guard 
* over him, to prevent his eſcape. When the jury returned their verdict, 
Not Guilty, the poor fellow was in ſack a tranſport of joy, that he threw 
his bonnet up to the very roof of the court, and cried, © My Lords and 
„Gentlemen, I thank you. Not Guilty! Not Guilty: Not Guilty! Pray 
God bleſs King George for ever; I'll ſerve him all the days of my life ;* 
* and immediately ran out to the caſtle-yard with his irons on, took up @ 
* handful of channel water, and drank his Majeſty's health.“ 


This article refers to him as miniſter of Dowally as well as Dunkeld. 
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was not till the beginning of this century that a regular mi. 
niſter was ſettled, and an official ſtipend fixed. In 1704 
the Duke made an application to Queen Anne on the ſuh. 
ject; in conſequence of which, a grant was iſſued of the fol. 
lowing tenor: © Conſidering, that now the cathedral-church 
* of Dunkeld, wherein was the biſhop's ſeat, by removing 
the biſhops from their benefices, is deſtitute of a compe- 
« tent ſtipend ; whereby the people of that town, and other 
« adjacent inhabitants, are deprived of the Word and 83. 
« craments: Therefore, as coming in place of the biſhops, 
« and having right to the tithes and emoluments of the 
“church and pariſh of Meigle *, do, in our pious and mo- 
« therly care, grant and allocate, as much of the parſonage 
* and vicarage, teinds and feu- duties, as make up a ſtipend 
of 9 chalders of victual, or 100 merks for each chalder, 
if the parſonage teinds do not extend to the ſaid quota in 
“ victual, over and above the quota fixed for the miniſter 
„of Meigle.” In conſequence of the alternative leſt in the 
grant, 100 merks for each chalder, was paid to the miniſter 


for a conſiderable time +, In 1740, the incumbent claim- 


ed 


* Meigle was a menſai Lk ef the biſhop of Dunkeld, who had a right 
to the whole teinds of the pariſh, 


+} It appears, that in 1709, Mr William Chalmers, then miniſter of Dun- 
keld, preſented a petition to the General Aſſembly, ſtating the hardſhip of 
his ſituation, in having neither manſe nor glebe, and being unable to reco- 
ver the full quota of victual. ſtipend allocated on the pariſh of Meigle. And the 
Aſſembly having inquired into the ſtatements of the petition, © did humbly 
* and carneſtly beg of his Grace, her Majeſty's Commiſſioner, that he 
„would interpoſe with her Majeſty,” that the miniſter of Dunkeld might 
receive relief. And“ his Grace was pleaſed kindly to undertake to lay this 
© matter before her Majeſty.” In 1715, however, we find a ſecond peti- 


tion from Mr Chalmers. Notwithſtanding (he ſays) the recommenda- 


tion of the Aﬀembly, 1709, for an augmentation of ſtipend to him, yet 
© the ſame had hitherto had no effect;“ he therefore anew craves the pro- 
t&:on 


ed the via 


into mone! 
heritors of 
hey ſhoul 
bolls 3 firl 
nd 37 P. 
from Meg 
ly, as One 
Dunkeld, 
Dunkeld, 
than L. 8, 
ſhould be 
keld he r 
from Do 
lipend, a 
L. 95 Ste 
cal circui 
b neithel 
ments, f 
the teind 
miniſter 
no fear 
know! 


Vo“. 


tection ar 
hon enjo1n 
tional gra 
room for 
channel f 
Mr Ch 
account « 
learn, on 
papers 01 
materials 
two ver) 


* Un 


ar mi- 
1704 
e ſub. 
he fol. 
:hurch 
1oving 
ompe- 
other 
1d Sa- 
ſhops, 
of the 
d mo- 
onage 
1pend 
alder, 
ota in 
iniſter 
in the 
iniſter 
laim- 


ed 


1 ri ght 


Dun- 
ip of 
reco- 
nd the 
umbly 
lat he 
might 
y this 
peti- 
1enda- 
n, yet 
e pro- 
tion 


of Dunkeld. 417 


ea the victual, refuſing to accede longer to the converſion 
nto money. A long litigation enſued betwixt him and the 
teritors of Meigle; and the Court of Seſſion decreed that 
they ſhould pay as follows, L. 26 : 6 : 8 in money, and 4 5 
bolls 3 firlots and 2 pecks of oat- meal, and 22 bolls 1 firlot 
ad 3+ pecks of barley, Beſides what was thus payable 
from Meigle, the miniſter is entitled to L. x3 Sterling year- 
ly, as one-third of the deanery duties of the cathedral of 
Dunkeld, granted, in 1744, to the miniſters of Abernyte, 
Dunkeld, and Liff; but of this ſum he receives no more 
than L. 8, 14 8. as ſome of the lands from which the duties 
ſhould be drawn cannot be traced, Of feu-duties in Dun- 
keld he receives 3 8. 4 d. and of uſe and wont contribution 
from Dowally, L.8:6:8. The average amount of the 
ſtipend, as made up of theſe particulars, does not exceed 
L.g5 Sterling per annum; a ſum ſurely, in a place from lo- 
al circumſtances uncommonly expenſive, and when there 
b neither manſe, glebe, nor allowance for communion-ele- 
ments, forming but a ſcanty proviſion. Did the ſtate of 
the teinds of Dowally admit of an ample augmentation, the 
miniſter would not have long to complain; he would have 
no fear of relief, from thoſe liberal ideas which his patron 
b known to entertain as to the endowments proper for the 


Yo AX 3 G clergy, 


tection and aid of the Court. The petition was granted, and the Commii- 
lon enjoined to give him their aſſiſtance in the matter x. Though ſome addi- 


tionaP grants by the Crown have been given ſince that time, there is ſtill 


room for a third petition to the General Afﬀembly, were this the grins 
channel for obtaining relief. 

Mr Chalmers, with his laſt petition, gave in a memorial, containing an 
account of the ſtate of his pariſh, The compiler of this article regretted to 
learn, on inquiry, that it has not been preſerved in retentis among the 
papers of the Church, It would have afforded him, probably, favourable 
materials for a ſtatiſtical compariſon of the circumſtances of Durkeld, at 
wo very diſtant periods. 


* Unprinted Act. of Aſſembly, 150g & 5 
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clergy, and that progreſſive increaſe of allowance to which 
they are entitled amid the progreſſive improvement of the 
country. It is hoped, however, that the Crown, who by: 
former grant have acknowledged the fact of its being necel- 
ſary to provide for the miniſter of Dunkeld out of the hi. 


ſhop's rents, will, by an additional grant, do that for him, 


which the equity of heritors, and the juſtice of the Court of 
Seſſion, are doing for ſo many of his brethren. 


2. Cathedral. The quire of the cathedral is now col 
verted into the pariſh-church, and forms a decent, and not 


incommodious place of worſhip; though, from the height 


of the walls, and the want of ceiling, it 1s not only bare and 
meagre to the eye, but 1s liable to be e cold 
to the congregation during winter. 


In 1762, James, Duke of Atholl, finding the roof had 


gone to decay, obtained from Government L. 300 Sterling 


for renewing it, and accompliſhing ſuch other repairs 2 
were neceſſary. This ſam, together with the price of the 
old materials, and about L. 80 paid by different perſons for 
purchaſing ſpace on the ground of the area for ſeats, was 
employed in putting on the preſent roof, and in completely 
new ſeating the body of the church, Two galleries have 
fince been erected, at the expence of two lodges of Free 
Maſons belonging to the town, who draw the rents paid tor 
them. In front of the pulpit, there is a ſpacious and hand. 
fome ſeat fitted up for the family of Atholl ; and it ſhould 
be known to their honour, that while they are at Dunkeld- 
Houſe, the ſeat is ſeldom empty during Divine ſervice. 
The quire was founded by Biſhop Sinclair, and finiſhed 
by him in 1350. As a memorial of his having done fo, he 
placed a croſs 2 grille, (part of the arms of his family), on 


the top of the eaſtern gable, where it ſtill remains. In the 


middle of that gable there is to be ſeen a part 0! ble 
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— 
he 
— 
Its 


o which ad wall of the Abbey of Culdees, which had ftood there. 
it of the MI The windows, which were originally built in the Gothic 
ho by x form * were moderniſed in 1762, when the church was 
g necel. ¶ rpaired. Several monuments were erected to biſhops who 
* the bi. lad been buried in the quire. But theſe were either defa- 
for him, Ml ced at the Reformation, or were removed, or are covered 
Court of Ml from view by the preſent ſeats, A ſquare flab of blue 
marble, which lay on the grave of Biſhop Sinclair, is ſtill to 
de ſeen in front of the Duke of Atholl's feat, upon the 
door. In the ſouth wall, on the welt fide of the pulpit, 
there are the arms of biſhop Alexander Lindſay, and on a 
done below them an inſcription, bearing, that che root had 
been put on the quire by Stewart of Ladywell. This muſt 
have been about 1600, for he died in 1636, in the 66th 
year of his age. | | 
A monument which is now placed at the north fide of 
the door which leads from the quire into the nave, re- 
quires more minute mention. Ir ſtood originally in the 
middle of the quire, and was ereQed to the memory of 
Alexander, Earl of Buchan and Badenoch. He was third 
ſon of King Robert II. and from his ferocious and ſangui- 
tary diſpoſition, was called the Wolf of Badenoch.” The 
nſhop of Moray excommunicated him on account of ſome 
predatory ontrage againſt his eccleſiaſtical poſſeſſions. In 
revenge, the Earl, with a band of his retainers, ravaged 
he dioceſe, and burnt the town of Elgin, with its hoſpital 
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vice. * They are ſo repreſented in Slezer's Theatrum Scotiæ, which was pub 
| finiſhed liſhed in 1693. In one of his views of Dunkeld, a part of the biſhop's pa- 
ne ſo, be lace appears; and in another, the ſouth porch of the welt gate of the cathe- 

: tal ſeems more perfect than it is at preſent. With a ſtrange inattention 
nily ), 0 the nature and hiſtory of a Highland ſcene, this artiſt (a foreigner in- | 
„ In the feed) places a cb on the fore- ground! 5 
t of the | 1 
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of Maiſon Dieu, and its magnificent cathedral V. For th!; 
ſacrilegious miſdemeanour, he was compelled by his father 
to appear, barefoot and in ſackcloth, at the door of the 
Black Friars church in Perth, and afterwards to promiſe, at 
the high altar, where the King and Nobles were aſſembled, 


indemnification to the biſhop of Moray. He died in I 394, 


His monument conſiſts of his effigies recumbent, in armour, 
and large as life; and is ſupported by a row of ornamented 
pillars, intermixed with figures, The following inſcription 
is upon it : Hic jacet Dominus Alexander Seneſcallus 
© Comes de Buchan, et Dominus de Badenach, bene memo. 
* 712, qui obiit 20 die menſis Februarii, anno Dom. 1394," 
This monument remained entire till the Revolution. A 
party of Angus' Cameronians, ſtationed at that time in 
Dunkeld, mutilated and defaced it. Still, however, it is in 
tolerably complete preſervation, 

Near it, a plain ſtone, fixed in the north wall, bears an 


inſcription ſacred to the memory of the late commiſſary 
Thomas Biſſet. It contains a well expreſſed enlogy on the 
ſtrict integrity and blameleſs manners of the man, and 5 
one of the few inſtances where a tombſtone ſpeaks nothing 


but the truth. 


On the north fide of the quire is the chapter-houſe, It 
was built by Biſhop Lauder in 1469, and is ſtill, as deſcribed 
by Abbot Mill, © a fine firm fabric.” In a vault below it 5 
ehe burying-place of the family of Atholl, The upper 
room, to which one aſcends by a narrow ſtair, is occupied 


by the Duke as a charter- room. 


Paſſing from the quire into the body of the cathedral, the 


ſpectator is ſtruck by the union of ſimplicity and elegance 
| in 


Fordun ſays, © combuſſit ccleſiam cathedralem Moraviæ de Elgin de- 
71 

„cus tunc totius patrig—yulgarier dicebatuy Lupus de Badenach. 

GCOTICURONICON, p. 416. 
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a the ſtyle of the architecture. The pillars are round; two 
range of arches, (ſeven in the length of the range), and 
above them a range of windows, (equal in number), riſe on 
ach another in the walls of the nave. At the weſt end of 
it, the remains of a magnificent window meet the eye. In 
the wall of the ſouth aiſle, there is a monument which has 
een erected over the grave of one of the biſhops. A figure of 
a biſhop, with his Epiſcopal-ſtaff and arels, full lies in the niche 
which had been cut out for it. | 

The area of this part of the building is employed as bu- 
rying-ground by the inhabitants. On the day on which 
the Sacrament is diſpenſed in the church, a tent is erected 
in it, and ſermon delivered a ſtriking picture of the mu- 
ability of human opinions, and human things! 

The porch of the ſouth gate of the cathedral, built by Bi- 
ſhop Lauder, is mentioned by Abbot Mill * to have been a 
handſome piece of architecture, and“ beautified with ſeve- 


ral fine images.” The images have been long ſince de- 


troyed, and the whole wears the appearance of decay. 

One cannot ceaſe looking at the nave and aiſles of the 
cathedral, without lamenting as he ſees them ſtand roofleſs 
and in deſolation. While he muſes, he mourns with regret 
wer the blind and haſty zeal, which, in the ardour of chan- 
ging a creed, demoliſhed a building, nor ſpared, in its ha- 


tred 


* Manuſcript Hiftory of the Lives of the Biſhops of Dunbeld. Mill 
was one of the Canons of the cathedral in the time af Biſhop Brown and 
biſhop Gavin Douglas; and is remarkable from being made in 1532, (ſee 
Lord Hailes? Catalogue of the Lords of Seſſion), the firſt Prefident of the 
Court of Seſſion. A copy of the work quoted above (which there is rea- 
lon to believe belonged to Biſhop Sinclair) is in the Advocates Library in 
Edinburgh ; and there is a copy tranſcribed from that one in the library of 
the Duke of Atholl. His Grace has a tranſlation of it alſo, made at the re- 
queſt of the late Duke, by the Reyerend- Dr Billet of Logierait. 
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tred at the rites of the worſhipper, the temple where he 
worſhipped. Alas! in the defacement of thoſe works of 
ancient piety and art, 15 there not left us a memorial, 
that the wiſeſt and the beft have caufe to guard, in the col. 
lifion of oppoſing opinions, againſt an uncharitable and per. 
ſecuting ſpirit? We revere and bleſs the leaders of the Re- 
formation, for the religious light which they ſhed on our 
land; but, ſurveying the ruins before us, this leſſon is im. 
preſſed on the heart, * Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth,” 


in charity and love, * take heed leſt he fall *.” Betwix 
The ſteeple, (which was new rosfed in 1762), ftands at MM there is 
the weſt end of the north aifle. It was begun by Biſhop IM pied as a 
Lauder in 1469, and was finiſhed. by Biſhop Brown in 1 501 in it. It 
There are four bells in it, one of which is rung every mom. ſhould be 
ing at ſix, and every evening at eight and at ten o'clock, copied fr. 
| | There {ed on t 

| inhabitat 

* The original letter, containing the order iſſued at the Reformatica WI Her nam 
reſpecting this cathedral, is at preſent in the hands of the compiler. From fill alive 
the colour of the ink, and the ſhape of the letters, he believes the body of . 
the order, (on comparing it with the fignature), to be the writing of James 
Stewart. He ſubjoins a copy of it, preſerving the ſpelling and the place of 
the poſtſcript as they appear in the original. It is addreſſed, 

« To our Traiſt friendis, the Lairds of Arntilly and Kinvaid. Diſhe 
MY Traiſt friendis, after maiſt harty commendacion, we pray yow faill not was this i 
to paſs incontinent to the kyrk of Dunkeld, and tak doun the haill images 
4 thereof, and bring furth to the kyrk-zayrd, and burn thaym oppinly. 

And ſiclyk caſt down the altaris, and purge the kyrk of all kynd of mo- 

v numents of idolatrye. And this ze faill not to do, as ze will do us ſingu- 

„ lar empleſeur; and ſo committis you to the protection of God, From 

Edinburgh, the xii. of Auguſt, 1560. In con 

** Faill not, bot ze tak guid heyd (Signed) inſcriptio 

„that neither the dafks, windocks, % Ar. Fxeyil, in Ch 

nor durris, be ony ways hurt dune, 

or broken — eyther „ TAMES STEWART * Tullib 

 glaffin wark or iron wark, * 1638,” 
* Rurnvxx.“ kecit! 


There he 
works of Mud regulated at the expence of the Duke of Atholl. A 
emorial, Mngular rent appears on the weſt fide of the ſteeple. It be- 
| the col. ins at the bottom of the uppermoſt window, and runs 
and per-. un the middle of the wall. No account can be obtained 
the Re- if the time at which it happened, nor of the cauſe of it. 
d on our Moſt probably it was occaſioned by a partial ſinking of the 
fundation. It is from one inch to an inch and a half in 
mdth #. | 
Betwixt the ſouth wall of the cathedral and the ſtreet 
there is a narrow piece of incloſed ground, which is occu- 


IN is im. 
andeth,” 


ftands at 


y Biſhop MW pied as a church- yard. Formerly there was a row of trees 
in 150 Hin it. It contains no remarkable epitaph. One, however, 
y morn. Hould be mentioned, which has been frequently repeated as 
o'clock, ¶ copied from a tomb- ſtone there. But, though it was compo- 


There {ed on the perſon to whom it relates, and who was an 
inhabitant of Dunkeld, it was never actually inſcribed. 
Her name was Marjory Scot. One of her deſcendants is 
ſill alive, who recollects to have ſeen her, and reports that 
t was compoſed by Mr Pennycook. She died in 1728. It 
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as this inſcription: 


„ Dulce melos tango '» 
* Sanctorum gaudia pango 
Vox mea, vox grata, 

« Quia tempora ſigno grata.“ 


n conſequence of this bell having been broken, and caſt anew, the above 
inſcription is replaced by the following : Me, cura et impenſis Reverendi 


YLL, „in Chriſto Patris Georgii Broun Dunkeldenſis Epiſcopi, primo fuſam, 
nunc, ſuis ſumptibus reficere et augeri curavit Joannis Atholiz Marchio 
"EWART. * Tullibardini Comes, Sigilli Privati, S. N. D. R. cuſtos. anno Dom. 
1688.“ On another of the bells are the words,“ * Jonnaie Meikle, no: 
ol " fecit Edinburgi, anno 1688 | 
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There is alſo in it a public clock, which is kept in order 


Piſnop Brown placed five bells in the ſteeple. On one of them there 
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is as follows, more remarkable for whimſical Ratement o 
chronological facts, than elegance of poetry: 


Stop, paſſenger, until my life you read, 

The living may get knowledge from the dead. 
Five times five years unwedded was my life; 
Five times five years I was a virtuous wife; 
Ten times five years I wept a widow's woes $ 
Now tir'd of human ſcenes, I here repoſe. 
Betwixt my cradle and my grave were ſeen 
Seven mighty Kings of Scotland, and a Queen; 
'Full twice five years the Commonwealth I ſaw : 
Ten times the ſubjects riſe againſt the law; 
And which is worſe than any civil war, 

A. King arraign'd before the ſubjeQs bar. 
Swarms of ſectarians, hot with helliſh rage, 
Cut off his royal head upon the ſtage. 
Twice did I fee old Prelacy pull'd down, 
And twice the cloak did fink beneath the gown. 
I ſaw the Stewart race thruſt ont ; nay, more, 
J ſaw our country ſold for Engliſh ore: | 
Our numerous Nobles, who have famous been, 
Sunk to the lowly number of fifteen. 

Such deſolations in my days have been, 
I have an end of all perfection ſeen. 


At the gate of the church-yard there are two large ſtoney 
with the traces of ſome rude ſculpture upon them, thougl 
much effaced. One of them bears the form of a croſs, and} 

the other of 12 perſons, probably intended to repreſent the 


Apoltles. 


\ 

2. Epiſcopal Chapel.——There is a ſmall chapel of this de | 
ſcription in Dunkeld, where the clergyman performs fer. 
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rice every ſecond Sabbath. He is attended by the families 
of ſome gentlemen in the neighbourhood, and by a few of 
the inhabitants of the town. On the Sabbath when he is 
abſent from Dunkeld, he preaches at Lethendy (eight miles 
to the eaſtward) where he has alſo a chapel. 


3. Congregation of Independents.— This congregation is 
compoſed of ſuch as follow the opinions of the late Reve- 
tend Mr Glaſs, who ſeparated himſelf ſome years ago from 
the Church of Scotland. 


Numbers of the different Religious Denominations. 


Of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 1020 

Independents, - - 60 

Of the Church of England, — 5 

Roman Catholic, - = 1 
Schools. 


1. The GCrammar- School. — The ſalary of ſchoolmaſter in 
Dunkeld amounts to about L. 34 Sterling per annum, includ- 
ing the dues payable to the chaplain of St Ninian, of which 
de obtained a grant. Theſe conſiſt of 20 merks Scots, 2 
dolls of coals, and 2 dozen of poultry; and part of them 
ought to be paid by lands at Aberlady, and what was for- 
merly the biſhop's lodging in Perth; but the preſent in- 
cumbent has never been able to trace the property, in theſe 
caſes, to the proprietors who now hold it. He has alſo a 
dwelling-houſe officially, and has in general acted as ſeſſion- 
derk. His emoluments, as ſuch, may amount to from 
L.3 to L. 4 per annum. The number of ſcholars is 80 in 
winter, and 60 in ſummer ; all of them, whatever branch 
of education they are taught, pay 28. 6d. per quarter. 
There is an annual examination of the ſcholars. in the 
church, when the inhabitants of the town attend, and a pe- 
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cuniary donation is given by the ſcholars to the teacher, a; 
a token of the approbation of the parents, 


2. Sunday School.—TIt was inſtituted in July 1789, under 
the patronage of the late Jane, Ducheſs of Atholl. The 
Regulations, approved of by her Grace, for conducting it, 
are ſubjoined . The fees of the maſter. ſhe determined az 
follows : L. 1, 15. to be paid yearly by herſelf, as patro- 
neſs, and 6 d. per quarter beſides for 30 ſcholars. The ſame 


rate of payment was to be made by the ſeſſion for 10; and 


by the parents of each for the reſt. The Duke of Athol!'s 
| famil 
N J 
* I. That the ſchool meet every Sunday during the year. 
II. That every meeting of the ſchool begin and cloſe with a prayer, by 
the maſter. | | 


III. That before the laſt prayer, ſome verſes-be ſung from the Pſalms, 


or from the Paraphraſes and Tranſlations of Sacred Scripture. 

IV. That the ſcholars be catechiſed on the firſt principles of religion. 

V. That a portion of the Bible, or a printed ſermon, be read at every 
meeting, and that the maſter, in the courſe of proceeding, make ſuch re- 
marks as may explain and enforce what is read. 

VI. That on Sunday the ſcholars walk in regular order, with the maſter, 
to hear ſermon, and take their ſeat in that part of the church which is al. 
lotted to them. | 

VII. That once, at leaſt, every year, a public examination of the ſchool 
be held, on a week day; and that ſome books be then diſtributed to ſuch 


of the ſcholars as have been moſt remarkable for improvement or good be- 


haviour. 


VIII. That a journal of the proceedings of the ſchool be kept by the | 
maſter, in which he is to mention the ſermon or the portion of the Bible | 


which is read at the meeting ; and in order that juſtice may be done to 
every ſcholar, in the diſtribution of the rewards, he is to mention the 


names of thoſe who are abſent on any occaſion, with the excuſes for their 


abſence which they afterwards bring ; and the names of thoſe who particu- 


larly excel, whether in anſwering queſtions, in reading, or in repeating: | 


what they have been deſired to commit to memory. 
IX. That a ſermon be preached by the miniſter of Dunkeld at the ſaid 
public examination, and the money collected be applied for the purpoſes ot 
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amily have always, when inthe country, honoured the public 
examination with their preſence; and ſo liberal has the col- 
lection proved, that it has been abundantly adequate to the 
object in view. At the firſt of theſe examinations, which 
took place about three months after the commencement of 


| the ſchool, there were almoſt incredible proofs given of ap- 


plication and memory. Several of the ſcholars could re- 
peat the who/e book of Pſalms, and the whole Paraphraſes 
and Tranſlations, beſides many chapters from the Old and 
New Teſtament. Hitherto, indeed, it has continued to 
fouriſh, with a ſucceſs which has never been exceeded by 
any ſimilar eſtabliſhment, and which reflects credit on the 
teacher, the ſcholars, the parents, and the memory of Her 
whoſe benevolence and piety gave riſe to it. The be- 
refit of ſuch inſtitutions is incalculable. 


3. Female School *.— This ſchool, alſo, was inſtituted by 


the late Jane, Ducheſs of Atholl. Her Grace gave an annual 
falary to a perſon properly qualified, to teach the different 
branches of female education, ſuch as ſewing, tambouring, 
Kc. and paid the uſual rates for a certain number of ſcho- 
lars, whom ſhe nominated. The miſtreſs, at the ſame time, 
was allowed to receive and teach other ſcholars, additional 
to theſe. All of them continue the practice of reading a 
leſſon in Engliſh daily. 


Poo. 

1. Number. — There are no begging poor belonging to the 
pariſh ; 17 receive a ſupply in their own houſes, at the rate 
0 6 d. or 15. weekly, in proportion to their neceſſities; and 
gecaſionally not Jeſs than 50 partake of the benefit of the 
funds, 


2. Funds, 


ruhe preſeut Ducheſs of Atholl patroniſes this and the Sunday ſchool 
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2. Funds, —Theſe amount to not leſs than L. 80 Sterling 
per annum. They conſiſt of the collection . the church. 
doors, which are equal yearly to L. 26; of fees for procl 


mations, uſe of the mort- cloth, &c. L. 3; of the intereſt af 


ſtock in the hands of the ſeſſion, nearly L. 4; of L. 28 Scat 
paid i in conſequence of a mortification by one of the Dukes 
of Atholl “; and of the funds of the hoſpital of St George, 
which are, at an average, L. 45 Sterling +. 

Beſides theſe permanent funds, great exertions never fail 
to be made for the relief of the poor, when any extraordi. 
nary emergency calls for them. In 1782, the Duke a 
Atholl bought 50 bolls of meal, drove it at his own ex. 
pence to Dunkeld, and ſold it at a reduced price to the 
poor of the town and its neighbourhood. And his Grace, 
in 1796, ſubſcribed L. 50, which, with the ſame ſum fub- 
ſcribed by the inhabitants, was employed in purchaling 

meal, 


* The Duke of Atholl, with conſent of the miniſter, names the object 
of this charity, It is paid, “in full contentation and ſatisfaction of all that 
the poor of the city of Dunkeld can aſk furth of the Croft called the 


©* Chancellor's Croft, by Andrew Burt his deed of mortification,” Burt's 
deed of mortification is given in Dallas' Styles, p. $40. * as a good ſtyle, | 


that may be a rule to the like.” He gives the ſubjects mentioned © in pu- 


ram eleemoſynam et in manum mortuam pro precibus et ſuſfragiis of tht | 


poor, in the moſt ſerious, pious, and devout manner, for his MAJESTY 


'« ſacred perſon, and his lineal and lawful ſucceſſors well-being, health, ] 


** wealth, proſperity, and happy peaceable reign, over this his Majeſly's di. 


cient kingdom, and all other his Majeſty's kingdoms, dominions, ana | 
« territories, (whiles fun and moon endureth in the firmanment ), and fer ö 


* crowning them with an everlaſting crown of glory hereafter.” 


+ This hoſpital, according to Abbot Mill, was founded by Biſhop Brown. L 
It was deftined for the ſupport of ſeven old men, who were each to have # ; 
free houſe, and to receive five bolls of meal, and five merks Scots yearly. | 
Prior to 1750, the hoſpital houſes were low ruinous cottages ; at that time 4 
they were pulled down, and ſubſtantia] buildings raiſed on their ſite. The | 


Zommiſſary has the ſole adminiſtration of the hoſpital and its ſunds. 
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meal. This the poor received at 1 8. 2 d. for oat- meal, and 
8 d. for barley- meal, per peck ; which was at leaſt 7 d. be- 
low the current market price at the time “. 

In 1755, the number of poor ſupplied weekly was 14; 
and of thoſe ſupplied occaſionally, 5. The collection 
amounted to only L. 6, 10 8. per annum, and the ſtock in the 
hands of the ſeſſion was L. 43. 


There are ſome Societies which have been eſtabliſhed for 
the benefit of the poor, and of which the good effects are 
extenſively felt. 


1. The Cordiners Society. — This ſociety originated many 
years ago, but was new-modelled in 1774. It conſiſts 
of 50 members. Each pays 105. 6 d. of entry- money, 
and 6 d. quarterly. From this fund 3s. weekly is allow- 
ed to members that are fick or ſuperannuated, and L. x, 15. 
for the burial of each member, in whatever circumſtances 
he may be, 


2. Weavers Society. Was inſtituted in 1785, by the jour- 
neymen weavers, The number of members is already 
160. Several gentlemen, friendly to ſuch inſtitutions, have 
enrolled their names, and pay the uſual contribution, which 
is the ſame with that fixed by the Cordiners. The ſame al- 
lowance is alſo made by them to the ſick and ſuperannuat- 

| ed ; 


* One laudable inſtance of a benevolent and charitable ſpirit ſhould be 
pecified ; Janet Macgregor was maid-ſervant to a reſpectable family. The 
parents died, and the children, then in infancy, were very deſtitute. The 
Poor woman clung to them with a parent's affection, and in ſupporting 
and rearing the orphans, ſpent the hard-won earnings of a length of vears, 
—Pity on that cold heart which reckons this fact frivolous ! To the cye or 
that Being, who, in eſtimating charity, looks not to the rank of the giver, 
or the ſplendor of the gift, but to the principle of the deed, it will appea; 
« of uncommon virtue. 
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tively. Not leſs than 200, ooo ſpindles are bought annual. 


late, however, it has been progreſſively riſing. In 1756, it 
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ed; and they, further, give occaſional relief to the widow n the tow 
and children of members. o, 2 greg 
| | the neight 
3. Maſon Lodges. —Of theſe there are two in Dunkeld, i the ftan 
One is No XVI. in the roll of the Grand Lodge of Scot. years Prec 
land, and the other No CCII. Though theſe were not in. MW hte of th 
ſtituted for the immediate purpoſes of charity, yet a great 
portion of their funds are applied to them. Indeed, the lat. 
ter have ingrafted a box on their. Maſonic funds, from which 
they allow 3s. weekly to a member in diſtreſs, L. 2 for his 
burial, and L. 1 for the burial of his wife. 


TRADE AND MANUFACTURES. 


1. Yarn.—This is the ſtaple commodity of the country | 
above Dunkeld, and the merchants here deal in it exten. 


ly. The price varies greatly in different ſeaſons, according 
to the ſtate of the flax crop, and of the linen market. Of 


was from 18. 8 d. to 1s. 10 d. per ſpindle. In 1796, it was 
from 3s. to 38. 3d. The yarn which is bought in Dun- 
keld, but not manufactured there, is fold to Perth, Dun- 
fermline, or Glaſgow *. 


2. Linen.—This manufacture is carried on, by ſome ſpirit- | 
ed individuals, to a very conſiderable extent. They employ | 


not only ſuch weavers as they can find accommodation for W 4. Th 
in WF gallons. 
rade, a 


* Some improvements on the conſtruction of the ſpinning-wheel, have Þ 
been lately invented by a wheelwright in Dunkeld. At the deſire of the 
late Ducheſs of Atholl, (who was diſpoſed to patroniſe the inventor), 3 


* The 
comparative trial was made betwixt the quantity and quality of the yarn ed from 
which could be ſpun on this improved wheel, and one of the old form. The L138 
reſult was, that with greater eaſe to the ſpinner, nearly one-third more, and 11 18 
of better quality, was ſpun on the former. The Truſtees for Manufactufc poſed 


59410 find here a proper objec for their encouragement, 
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n the town, but many alſo in the country. They purchaſe, 
oo, a great proportion of the linen which is brought from 
the neighbourhood to the Stamp-Office here. The report 
of the tamp-maſter to the Board of Truſtees, for a courſe of 


| years preceding the laſt, will ſhew the progreſs and preſent 


late of the manufacture in that quarter. 


No of yards. Value. 
1789 34,441 L. 1,533 13 10 
1790 63,244 3,100 4 6 
179 89,605 4,480 5 © 
no report. — 
115,215 4,800 12 IL 
117,752 5,390 19 4 
130, 684 6, 534 4 6 
1796 149,554 7-477 14 © 


3. Tanning.— There are tanned here annually, at an ave- 
nge, of Horſe ſkins, 220; and of ſheeps, 2 100. The fitua- 
tion is favourable for the manufacture. Oak- bark is near, 
ad, comparatively with its price in places more diſtant, 
cheap, Some years ago it was bought at 8 d. per ſtone; it 
coſts now 18. 3 d. Birch-bark has been ſometimes em- 
ployed as a ſubſtitute, but is found to be much weaker in 
ts effects. It ſells at half the price of the oak-bark. 


4. There are two diſtillers, who enter each two ſtills of 40 
pllons,—Several hundred dozens of ſhoes are annually 
nade, and ſold to Edinburgh and London “. | 


* The increaſe of trade in Dunkeld, for the laſt 12 years, may be infer- 
ed from the increaſe of the Poſt-Office revenue. For the year 1986, it wa: 
L. 138: 16: 43 and for the year ending 5th January 1798, it was L. 279, 
118.14.; an increaſe (allowing for the additional rate of poſtage late 
impoſed) of L. 50 at leaſt per anner. 
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Fairs AND MARKETS. 


There are fix yearly fairs in Dunkeld. They are heli 
on the 1ſt of January, and Candlemas day, chiefly for the 
ſale of yarn ; on 25th of March, for yarn and horſes; on 
gth June, (St Columba's day), for coarſe cloths and other 
goods; Hallow-Day, for black-cattle, ſheep and goats; and 
on the 8th December, for yarn. At theſe fairs a guard, 
paid by the Duke of Atholl, and provided with arms, 1: 
always in readineſs to preſerve the peace, and apprehend 
any offenders who may be detected. 

There is a weekly market every Saturday. On thelc, 
and the intervening days of the week, there are ſold annu- 
ally 130 carcaſes of beef; 144 of veal; 800 of mutton; 
and 20 of pork. Calculating from the average wAght ct 
each of theſe reſpectively, and the price at which it is ſold 
per 1b. the total amount of the butcher-meat ſold will be 
above L. 2000. There are two butchers who reſide in the 
town, and two who attend the weekly market of Saturday. 

The Duke of Atholl has a right to draw cuſtom for the 
various articles brought to theſe fairs and markets for ſale. 
The rate charged is ſmall. The rent paid by he tackſman | 
is L. 12 per annum. 


 CHAPMEN SOCIETY. | 

This is a very ancient inſtitution. The original char- 

ter was from James V. of Scotland, and it was renewed by | 

James, Duke of Atholl, as High Sheriff of Perthſhire, | 
about 1730. There 1s one general meeting of the Society | 


yearly, which, till 1776, was held always at Dunkeld, but 0 


now alternately at Dunkeld and Cupar of Angus. At 


this meeting the office-bearers for the enſuing year are cho- ; 


ſen ; the laws are enacted or repealed ; complaints of mem. 


bers heard, and offenders fined ; and aſſiſtance given from 
their 
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their funds to indigent members. The meeting is ſtyled a 
Court * All members coming to the market are obliged 


re held to attend it. They are ſummoned by one of the office- 
for the hearers, who, to enforce their attendance, goes round to the 
es; on iifferent booths, in open market, and takes from each a 
d " piece of goods, or 25. 6d. as a pledge for his appearance. 
ts; an 


Fach muſt produce his meaſures and weights, which are 
Fark compared with ſtandards kept for the purpoſe +. If they 
IMs, B zte found deficient, he is fined at the diſcretion of the 


drehend court. He muſt produce alſo, under a penalty, a copy of 

the Bible, with his own name written upon it. After the 

1 theſe, WM court (which meets on the day after St Colm's) is cloſed, 

d annu- ¶ de members dine together; and, to prevent that intempe- 

Miton ; BY nnce to which ſocial meetings in ſuch fituations are ſome- 

ht el BY times prone, they ſpend the evening in ſome public compe- 

t is fold BY tion of dexterity or ſkill. Of theſe, © riding at the ring,” 

will I (an amuſement of ancient and warlike origin), 1s the chief. 
ein the 


Two perpendicular poſts are erected on this occaſion, with 
vcroſs beam, from which is ſuſpended a ſmall ring: the 
competitors are on horſeback, each having a pointed rod in 
lis hand; and he who, at full gallop, paſſing betwixt the 
polts, carries away the ring upon his rod gains the prize. 


aturday 
for the 
for ſale. 
ckſman | 


PLANTING. 


Within the laſt 50 years, very extenſive plantations have 
been made around Dunkeld; and both in point of beauty 
added to the landſcape, and of value to the ſoil, there is 
anple remuneration made to the proprietor. 


VoL. XX. | 31 The 


al char- 
wed by 
rthſhire, | 
Societf ? 
eld, but 
us. At 


* The power of the Court, in matters relative to the concerns of the So- 
ltty, is ſupported by the civil Judge, who has on many occaſions remitted 
tie complaints of diflatisfied members to be ſettled by it. 

f At Dunkeld, the ſtandard for the meaſures is a fixed iron bar, placed 
"the wall of a houſe near the market-place, from which a part of the 
det takes the name of © The Gauge,” 
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The preſent Duke of Atholl has planted upwards of 
4000 acres. The principal ſpecies he cultivates is the h 
rix; a ſmall proportion of Scots firs being intermixed wi 
them. | 
It is to be regretted, both by the naturaliſt and the land 
holder, that ſo few regiſters have been kept or publiſhef 
reſpecting the growth of trees. In truth, ſuch regiſters if 


9 


OO — 
1 


Aſh, 


| 
| — 


— 


time to be paſſed in amaſſing facts, before any uſeful deduc 
tion can be drawn. No man loves to enter on a train © 
reaſoning, where half a century muſt be ſpent in collecting 
his premiſes. 'The following Tables, ſtating the relative 
growth of different ſpecies of trees, planted at Dunk led, are 
given as a valuable preſent to the planter *. The circum4 
{erence of the trees was meaſured 4 feet from the ground 
at the dates mentioned, | | 


— — 


ich (C: 


* The Tables were kept, and the meaſurements wade, by the late Mung: 
Murray, Eſq; of Kincairney. | 
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Species. 


No 
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ength ol 
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Birch (Canada), + 
1 : 
Larix, — — | 
— (planted in 1743), 
— ditto, - 
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Pruce, F 
1— — - 
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TABLE II. 


| |Cir- |Cir- Total in-[Totalin 
. a+ |cumf. |cumf. [creaſe of ſcreaſe o 
Species. Ne in | in ſeach 2 trees. 
| 1765. 1795. |tree. 
| | Ft. In. Ft. In.] Ft. In. | Ft. In. 
Abele, = 15 5 [6 120 8% | 
— - 214 45 4 84 4 
Birch, 14 O5 10 | I x0 
mw 22 44/4 5 | 1.105 
Spaniſh cheſnut, - 143 92/6 1412 4 
- - 12143 3 4 101 1 5 
Scots elm, . 116 8 ]8 104] 2 22 
— - 2 8 108 5 2 
Scots fir, - 116 9518-311 
| M - 2/6 98 7|1 
New England fir, Lis enn 
—— — —— - 22 62 6 3 3 | 
Holly, - 13 13 73-0 - Ox 
. hear . 212 113 $10.0 |1 3 
| Larix, - . 7 BE © I © 3 On 
1— - - 214.316 1043-9 [2] 
Thorn, - - t 13 0612 7040-4 
. * CTC 6 
| Oak, - - T3162 648. 3 
4 — 27 118 geile (22 


In the foregoing Tables, there are two material defects, : 
which they who keep ſimilar tables in future ſhould avoid. 5 
viz. that they neither deſcribe the ſoil on which the diffe- £ 
rent ſpecies were planted, nor mention the age of the trees 
at the date of their firſt meaſurement. Still, however, uſe- 3 
ful inferences may be drawn from them, particularly when W 
compared with ſuch others as are on record. For the pe b 
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poſe of ſuch eompariſon, the following is given, fiating the 
increaſe of ſome trees in a plantation belonging to the Mar- 
quis of Lanſdown. They were planted in 1765, and mea- 


breed in 1786, at the heighth of 5 feet from the ground. 
Totalin | 
creaſe o | 
2 trees, TABLE III. 
—— Increaſe of Circumference. 3 i 
Y l Ft; In. 1 
1 42 No 1. Abele, - - 4 8 | 1 
| 2. Elm, - - 13 * 1 
85 3. Cheſnut, — - 2 9 "an 
4. Scots fir, « — 2 10 Wh 
Y . Spruce, - - 4-2 f 
4 4; 6, Larix, - - 3 10 bs: 
it 
1 The ſame objections lie againſt this Table as the two by 
former, and it has this in addition, that cnly one tree of | 
1 7 each ſpecies was meaſured. In looking at Table I. and II. 
1 3 remarkable diſſerences may be obſerved betwixt the growth 
3 el different individuals of the ſame ſpecies. In this, there- 
5 9 Ii fore, as in other caſes, where it is wiſhed to found a gene- 
4 1 al concluſion, the induction of particular caſes ſhould be 
2 extenſive. A thouſand accidental circumſtances may acces 
2 of [erate or retard the growth of one tree, which may not oc- 
ar to any other in the whole plantation; but if the mea- 
detect, lurement is taken of many, the hurtful and the favourable 


ireumſtances ſo counterbalance each other, as to produce a 
ar average reſult, on which the planter may rely. 

The important general concluſion from theſe Tables is, 
tat the planting of timber-trees, if the proper ſpecies is 
choſen, is a profitable mode of cropping ground, if not very 
raluable for the plough. It is one which accumulates 
Jearly in value, without an vearly outlay of expence, and 


Will 


| avoid, 
e diffe- I 
1e trees 5 
er, uſe- 
4 when 7 
he pur-M 


Oo 5? _— 
>. 8 


2 % - — ws fs e » * 
4 - o 2 rats; 9 IX 
£0, Att a + - * » - - \ — 7 v4 
r e 
N F 1 2 — A — * 
. IP NET, 5 — RS 
. 3 


7 D rs * 1 
= I 
r 


E * : 
"SELIG. 


— 
CRT Sf 2 
0 9 


REN 3 
a ">, 7 ” >. 2 
— a en 
. 


438 N Statiſtical Account 


given of the amazing quickneſs of its growth, and the value 


will fully repay, at the time of cutting it down, the origi. In. oh 
nal coft, with intereſt for the ſum, and rent during the time of nous. | 4 
growth. Of all the kinds particularly ſpecified in the z breed 
Fables, the larix appears, on the whole, to increaſe in fize out, the) 
moſt rapidly. Its other qualities make it very valuable. It the foxe: 
is fit for every purpoſe almoſt of the carpenter, is very hardy ——_— 
us a plant, and very laſting when in uſe. By a /ingle experi- N 25 
ment of Sir Thomas Bee vor “, it ſeems not fo laſting as the | which tl 
tpruce;z yet experiments innumerable ſhew it to have a MW 277 7 
trong claim to Pliny's appellation of immortale lignum. In coloured 
Venice, and on the borders of the lake of Geneva, it has | bird, (L 
been found to reſiſt, much longer than any other wood, the alla reg 
alternations of wet and dry. The Duke of Atholl cauſed WI e foun 

one of the boats at the ferry here to be conſtructed of the ; 
larix wood; and a plank of oak, from a tree 30 years old, b | 
was put in for a teſt of the comparative durability of each. The x 
The oak has decayed, and the larix continues ſound. Next to | of the h 
the larix, the elm, the birch, the ſpruce, and the oak, ſeem N and are 
to claim the preference from the planter, due attention be- ue be 
ing always paid to ſoil. The larix, birch, and ſpruce, 3 Rheum 
thrive on the ſame ſoil; and from the variety of their co· Hounſe, 
tours have, particularly in the winter, ſeaſon, a beautiful ble att. 
appearance to the eye, when mixed in the ſame plantation. : barb, te 
Of the Lucombe oak, 25 were planted here in 1774. | fon, to 
This ſpecies was firſt cultivated near Exeter, by a gardener L ln ſhort 
i the name of Lucombe, and very flattering accounts were : and dre 
now, at 


of its wood f. The experiment in Table I. does not julli- from R 


fy theſe accounts. It is faid to be much cultivated in So- 4. The 

meiler and Cornwall. LY © here 
la 

* See Letters and Papers on Agriculture, Oc. by the Bath Society; à * Eyl 

pullication vhich thould be peruſed by every farmer and landholder in de 9. 768. 
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de Gentleman's Magazine, for the month of September 1773 · 
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origi in the plantations round Dunkeld, ſquirrels are nume- 
ime of Ml bous. Attempts have been repeatedly made to propagate 
_—_ breed of pheaſants, but always in vain. When firſt ſent 
in ze out, they are tame and fluggiſh, and fall an eaſy prey to 
"RR / the foxes, polecats, &c. which abound here. All the birds 
hardy | common to Scotland are here, and ſome of kinds that are 
xperi- | rare have been ſeen, Since the larix (on the cones of 
4 which they live) has been cultivated, the Croſsbill (Loxia 
TRAY eurviroſtra) has appeared: Occafionally, too, the roſe- 
5 coloured Ouzel, (Turdus roſeus); the aſn- coloured Butcher- 
it has . bird, (Lanius excubitor) ; the golden- ereſted Wren, (Mota- 
d, the aa regulus); and the green Woodpecker, (Picus viridis), 
-auſes tre found. | 
ey GanDrNs. 
rs old, | 
* each, | The gardens of the Duke of Atholl lie to the narth-welt 


ext to 
ſeem ; 
on be | 
pruce, | 
ir C0- : 
wtiful | 
tation. 


1774. 


dener 
were 


value 
juſti- B 
in So- 


1 2 
in he 


* 9 74 EY © Cha r 
ORE 99 BER on yp ES 


NY 4 
24.9. 
8 
4 ö — 
Wy. 
ES 
** ly . 4 
EW 
. 

5 


of the houſe, on a ſharp light foil, with a ſouthern aſpect, 
and are well ſheltered. Experiments on different plants 
have been made in them. In 1570, ſome feeds of the true 
Rheum. Palmatum, were ſent from Peterſburgh, by Dr 
Mounſey, to his Grace, They were planted, and conſider- 
able attention was paid to the culture of that root. Rhu- 
barb, to the value of L. 160 Sterling, was ſold in one ſea- 
fon, to a London druggiſt, at the rate of 8s, per Ib. 
lu ſhort, full proof was afforded, that rhubarb may be raiſed 
and drefſed in Britain, equal, in all its qualities, to what is 


* 


now, at ſo high a price, imported from the Laſt Indies, and 
from Ruſſia and Turk y. e 1 

The Truffle, (Lycoperdon Tuber of Linnœns), was plant- 
ed here but was not found to thrive “. 


In 


* Eyles Irvin, Eſq; in deſcribing his journey from Coſire to Ghinnalr, 
p. 26 5. of his Series of Adventures), ſays, -* Here and there a dwarf date 
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In a corner of the old gardens ſtands Stanley Hill, a c 
nical mount, chiefly artificial, raiſed by James, Duke ol 
Atholl, about the year 1730. On the north, it is co 
vered with tall trees; and on the ſouth-weſt, with ſhrubs, 
Broad walks, riſing ſucceffively above each other, run roun 
it. Several cannon are placed on the ſummit, which fire oc. 
caſionally a eu de joye . 

The gardens of the inhabitants of Dunkeld lie partly on 


the ſouth fide of the town, ſtretching from the houſes to the 


fide of the river, which waſhes the bottom of the wall. 
They lie partly, alſo, on the face of the abrupt riſing 
ground that overhangs the town upon the north-eaſt, Rent 


for a ſmall ſpot is paid for by each family, at the rate of | 


L. 4 per acre. From its precipitous ſteepneſs, in ſome 


places, great art and induſtry are neceſſary to labour it with 
ſafety or profit. A late author, in attempting to heighten 


the probability of introducing horticulture with advantage, 


into the bleak and high regions of the weſt coaſt of Scot- 
land, refers to the gardens of the inhabitants of Dunkeld] 
as a caſe in point, to refute the objeQion, that the expoſute 
and elevation are unſurmountable objections to his plan. 
The objection may be groundleſs ; but theſe gardens do not f 


prove 


tree appears, and tlie trie buſb is ſvequent on the road, to the great de. - 
light and benefit of the poor camel, who devours it very greedily.” He 
has miſtaken the plant. The Truffle is of the claſs Cryptogamia, and of the 


order of Fungi, Linnæus' deſcription is, © Solid, without a root, ſabterra- 


% ueous,” 


* One of theſe cannon has this inſcription on it:“ Henrie Earle of Der- 
bye, Lord of this Iſle of Man, beinge heare in Maye 1577, named me Do- 
rothe. Henry Halſall, Receyvoure of the Peele, bought this peſe, anne 


- . . : 1 
1374.“ On another, there is as follows : “ Henricus Octavus.—The— 


mas Seymour, Knyghte, was Maſter of tlie Kyng's Ordynans, when Ju 


and Robert Diwyn, brethren, made this peſe, anno Dai. 1544.” 
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prove this“. They are not more than from 50 to 100 feet 
above the level of the river; and ſome of the richeſt and 
moſt productive ground in Perthſhire is on a flat which lies 
immediately above them. 


CoMmMoNnTY IN a Hirr. 


Dunkeld being the ſeat of a biſhoprick, and hence of 
the dignified clergy, moſt of the lands around it belonged 
to them, and had ſeveral peculiar privileges. 
privileges have, of courſe, deſcended to thoſe who pur- 
chaſed the lands. They are thirled to no mill; they pay no 
aſtom ; and there is a right of commonty attached to 
them, in a hill which lies to the northward of the Duke of 
Atholl's policy. The hill is extenfive, but rocky and fle- 
ile. Some of the inhabitants, however, ſend their cows 
t graze upon it in ſummer, and a few peats are at times 
tg from its moſles. They collect, too, ſtones on it, for the 
purpoſes of building. It is cuſtomary to vide the marches, 
ationally, ſo as to preſerve in the memory of the people 
lie limits of their property. | 


BRIDGE. 


It appears from the hiſtory of Abbot Mill, 
tegan to be thrown acroſs the Tay, © partly of wood, and 


Ver, XX, 3 K partly 


that a bridge 


One is reminded here of an ingenious remark made by Mr Gray, in , 
titer to Mr Palgrave, who was at that time on a tour through Scotland. 
"I conclude you have not truſted every thing to memory, which is ten 

" times worſe than a lead. pencil. Half a word fixed on the ſpot, or nea” 

"it, is worth a cart. load of recollection. When we traſt to the pictuia 
"which objects draw of themſelves upon the mind, we deceive ourſelve- - 
without accurate and particular obſervation it is but ill drawn at fit, 

the outlines are ſoon blurred, the colours every day grow faints 

ind at laſt, when we would produce it to any body, we are forced td 


" lupply the defect ad ſome ſtrokes of our own imagination.“ 
Memoirs, p. 47. v ol. 1 
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« partly of fone,” ſo early as 1469. But there is no ex; 
dence of its having been ever completed, and no veſtige of i 
now remains. The foundation of a ſecond bridge was laid 
in 1513, by Biſhop Brown, © near to his own palace,” and 
it was continued and completed by Biſhop Gavin Dou. 
glas . A part of the arch which ſprang from the nort 
bank is ſtill entire, and when the river is low, the piles, o 
which the pillars of the ſecond and the third arches werd 
ſupported, are viſible. No account has been tranſmitted 
of the time at which it was demohſhed or ſwept away; but 
its loſs is daily felt, and loudly complained of. To the c 
ſual traveller, a new bridge would be obviouſly a defirable 
accommodation, and to Dunkeld, and the large diſtrict con 
nected with it, a moſt important acquiſition, The rivet 
(which has been known to rife 14 feet at the ferry aboy 
its uſual level) is often ſo ſwelled, as to render the paſſage 
by a boat either impracticable, or highly perilous ; and the 
general waſte of time, and danger to carriages which is ex 
perienced, (however ſkilfully or alertly the boats are ma 
naged), often prompts thoſe who would have otherwiſe pre 
ferred Dunkeld as a market-place, to proceed to Perth. A 
eſtimate, by an engineer of talents and experience, calcu 
lates the coſt of a bridge, of three arches, to be built oppc 
fite to the church of Little-Dunkeld, at L. 12,000 Sterling 


PROGRESS OF PRICE OF PROVISION AND OTHER 


ARTICLES, ; 
8 
1776. 1796. 
Beef ſold at 22 d. per Ib. — 5 d. and 6d. 
Veal 2 d. ditto, * 41 d. 
Mutton, 


* The Abbot ſays, “ Honorifice continuavit adeo ut brevi aditum 70% 
agreſtibus quam pedeſtribus fecit.“ 
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1776. 

Mutton, 2+ d. per lb. 
Pork 2 d. ditto, 

A gooſe, 18. a 
A duck, 7 d. . 
A hen, 6 d. 5 
Eggs, 2 d. per dozen, 
Butter, 6 d. per 1b. 
Cheeſe, 3 8. per ſtone, 
Rabbits, 3 d. per pair, 


Coals, 6s. per cart, 
Oak-bark, 8d. per ſtone, 
Peats, 10 d. per cart, 


| Maid-ſervants wages, L. 2, 105. - U. 3 to L. 4. 


The following copy of a tavern-bill, drawn out 70 years 
280, affords a curious ſpecimen, both of the mode of living, 
and of the price of proviſion at that time: 

4 DUN&ELD, December 1727. Bill for Entertainment 

at Le 8. &. 
Five ſoups and four diſhes of broth, 0-5.:-.0 
Three pieces of boiled beef with cabbage, o 6 o 
Three legs of boiled mutton with roots, 0 4 0 
Three diſh of white fiſh, - 0:3 © 
Three pieces of roaſt-beef, p 9 7 
Three legs of roaſt mutton, 9 4 0 
Four pigs, with claret and currant ſauce, o 5 © 
Roaſt hare, with claret ſauce, - . 
Three roaſt geeſe, - - 8 4 6 
Twelve roaſt hens, = - 6: 6-0: 
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1796. | 
's 5d. & 10 
— 5 d. el 
23. 6 d. 1 
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Brought over L.2 $ 5 
Roaſt tongue and lure, with claret and cur- 


rant ſauce, — — 8 2 
Two wild ducks, and two woodcocks, with | 

ditto | - - 98 2 6 
Two minced pyes, and two large paſties, 1 3 4 
Bread, - 55 3 
Thirty- three pints and forty- two bottles of 

ale, — oO 10 9 
Five bottles of brandy, . o 10 © 
Thirty-eight bottles of claret, — 2 17 0 
To cooks, — » 2 8 o 

L. 8 6 1 


Mi1scELLANEovs Facts. 


Houſes, in Dunkeld, fell at 20 years purchaſe. The 


_ yeal rent of the town is nearly L. 1000 Sterling, The va. 


lue, therefore, is nearly L. 20,000. Several new houſes 


have bcen lately built. 


A committee of the inhabitants fix an yearly aſſeſſment, | 
which amounts, at an average, to L. 8 Sterling, for repait-} 


ing the ſtreets and avenues of the town. 


In 1648, Sir James Galloway, Maſter of Requeſts to 


James VI. and Charles I. was created Lord Dunkeld +. | 
His grandſon James was attainted at the Revolution, and | 
dying at the beginning of this century, the title became ex- | 


tinct. 


Dunkeld is a barony, and its only magiſtrate a baron - 


Charles II. of. | 
fered a charter of erection into a royal borough. The offer 


bailie, appointed by the Duke of Atholl. 


was refuſed. 


# Gythrie's Memoires, p. 255. Glaſ. 1747. 
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8 0 ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES. 


The advantages are, 1. Being, in the language of that coun- 

2 o Wy, “ in the mouth of the Highlands,” it muſt always 
command a great proportion of the trade with the extenſive 

o grit beyond it. 2. Yarn and oak-bark are to be obtain- 
d, in any required quantity, in the immediate neighbours. 

5 o Whoa. 3. Wages and houſe-rents, though high, and rapidly 
ling, are yet lower than in places nearer to the centre of 


to 9 population and luxury. 4. Not being a royal borough, it 
oO o s thus free from corporation reſtrictions, and from election 
7 o (avaſſing; a canvaſſing which, by holding out the proſpect 
8 o W «pleaſure without expence, and of gain without labour, 
88 educes the diſſolute and the lazy, and is followed, too of- 
* ten, by general intemperance, corruption, and ruin. 5. The 
reidence of the Duke of Atholl's family. Their con- 
fmption increaſes its trade; their improvements employ 
. The is labourers ; their benevolence aſſiſts its poor; and their 
The il patronage is ready to promote the comfort and good of the 
houſes 
Wy whole. 
{iment, | The diſadvantages are, 1. The length of land-carriage. 
repar: WY [tis 15 miles from Perth, the neareſt ſea-port, and the de- 
hy and hazard of a ferry, over a large river, 1s to be en- 
reſts to WT countered by the way. 2. The dearneſs of fuel. Coals are 
Keld + WY ever under 18. per ewt. and they have been occaſionally 
n, and Wi high as 28. 3. The extravagant price of ground, and the 
me ex. ſmall extent, even at that price, which is, or can be expect- 
0 ed in the market. 4. The want of water- falls: this, com- 
aron- 


bined with the laſt, renders the erection of machinery on a 


II. of. large ſcale impracticable. 


le offer 
| HinTs For IMPROVEMENT. 

1. The Hill Commonty ſhould be incloſed and planted, 
or exchanged, (if the Juke of Atholl is tavourable to the 
tran ſaction), 
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tranſaction), for his Grace's right of drawing cuſtom at fairs 
and markets. The rent of theſe would be a permanent 
and regular fund, applicable to the wants of the poor, or 
the improvement of the town; while the privilege of the 
commonty has long been felt but of very precarious and 
ſcanty benefit. 2. A Female Friendly Society ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed, on the ſame principle with the Cordiners and 
Weavers Society. Deſtitute women have always formed 
the moſt numerous hiſt of claimants on the public charitable 
funds. In 1755, when 14 perſons were ſupplied weekly 
by the ſeſſion, there were 10 women in the number; and 
there was no leſs a proportion than 40 women, out of 52 
perſons, ſupplied at an occaſional diſtribution, in 1990, 
4. A public well ſhould be dug; the want of ſoft water be. 
ing at preſent a great inconvenience. A leſs ſum than ha 
been expended (L. 60 Sterl.) by a ſpirited diſtiller, on one for 
the uſe of his own works, and which might eaſily be raiſed 
by contribution or aſſeſſment, would procure a copious 
ſupply for the whale town. 5. Were it poſſible to eſtabliſh 
in. the neighbourhood a brewery, a bleachfield, and thread 
manufactory, for the latter of which, particularly, circum- 
ſtances are favourable, the advantage to Dunkeld would be 
great. 


CHARACTER OFT THE INHABITANTS. 


In their character there is much more to approve than to 


cenſure. They are active, induſtrious, and ſpirited. Equal- | 


iy obſervant as their neighbours of the forms of religion, 
they are not inferior in the fruits of its ſpzrit, Sufficiently 
enlightened as to the extent of a ſubjeQ's privileges and 
claims, it is believed that not one native of Dunkeld is ſe- 
ditious in principle, or diſpoſed to turbulence in conduct. 
Their ſympathy for the diſtreſſed is peculiarly prompt and 
lively; and they practice eminently the good deeds of cha- 

rity. 
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ity- They are diſtinguiſhed by a frank and open-hearted 
avility to ſtrangers. No one ever reſorted to Dunkeld, 
whether as an invalid, for the recovery of his health, or as 
traveller, on an excurſion of amuſement, without experi- 
ecing that they were a hoſpitable and obliging people. 
This tribute is due equally to the Epiſcopalians and Glaſ- 
ſites, as to the members of the Eſtabliſhed Church. It may 
be viewed as juſt with the greater confidence, that it is paid 
by one who, having refided among them for ſeveral years, 
is qualified to decide; and being now diſconnected and di- 
tant, has nothing either to hope from their favour, or to 
{ar from their reſentment. 


To THE Memory 
OF JANE, LATE DUCHESsS OF ATHOLL, 


This Account (in which ſome of her deeds of good are no- 
iced) is inſcribed by the Compiler; it is inſcribed, in the 
recolleQtion of her virtues, and her kindneſs, with a reſpe& 


and gratitude as heart-felt as ever impreſſed any human 


being, 
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TO THE 


STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF DUNKELD. 


[PHE Compiler of the preceding Account ſtudiouſly confined it to exif 
ing Statiſtical facts. He conſidered theſe, and not antiquities or hi. 
flory, as forming the proper object of his paper. Indeed, had he attempted 
to detail the paſt hiſtory of Dunkeld and its inhabitants, he muſt have de- 
tailed the national hiſtery of Scotland, as the Biſhops of that See, and the 
Repreſentatives of the family of Atholl, filled, in general, a conſpicuous 
part in the public tranſactions of their times. It ſeems, however, due to 
the ſeat of a Biſhoprick, which was for centuries ſo eminent both in dip- 
nity and influence, that ſome notices ſhould be preſented of the Prelates 


who preſided in it. In this Appendix, therefore, a catalogue ſhall be 


given of the Biſhops of Dunkeld, accompanied by occaſional obſervations 
reſpecting the moſt remarkable individuals of the ſeries. 

St Columba is ſaid, by ſome authors, to have founded a church in Dun- 
keld, fo early as the 6th century, (Dr Smith's Life of St Columba, p. 151.) 
and we are aſſured, that after the incurſions of the Norwegians and Danes 
nad ravaged and ruined Iona, where that Saint and his followers had flou- 
riſned, Dunkeld became the head of the religious eſtabliſhment of both the 
Scots and the Picts, (Lid). By other authors, however, and particularly 
by Abbot Mill, the eccleſiaſtical hiſtory of Dunkeld is not traced higher 
than the year 729. In that year, we are informed, that Conſtantine III. 
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King of the Picts, by the perſuaſion of Adamnanus, a diſciple of St Columba, 
nſtituted a convent there, and filled it with that order of monks which 
were denominated Culdees. In quo quidem Monaſterio impoſuit veros 
6 FUSION quos nominat valgus Kelideos, aliter Colideos, hoc eſt colentes 
„Deum.“ (Mili). The etymology of the name of this claſs of the Mo- 
naſtic orders, given by the Abbot, and generally adopted, ſeems to be erro- 
neous, The word Koelidei, is, in fact, merely the Latinized Gaelic phraſe 
Gille De, which ſignifies « Famuli Dei,“ or, * Servant of God.” (Life 
of St Columba, p. 162.) Many obſcure and angry diſputations have been 
carried on reſpecting their rules and tenets. The Preſbyterians, and thoſe 
who are partial to the order of Biſhops, each claim the Culdees as belong- 
ing to their party. There are facts in their hiſtory which tend to prove, 
that they affected to be Independents. (Hailes's Annals of Scotland, 
col. 1. p. 107.) Their convent at Dunkeld was dedicated to the Holy 
ELD, Trinity. (Sir James Dalrymple's Collections, p. 247.) | 
In 1127, David I. King of Scotland converted the convent into a cathe- 
dral, and in order, as it would appear, to induce the Culdees to an union 
with the Romiſh Church, he guaranteed to them during life the rights and 
the poſſeſſions which had formerly:belonged to their convent, and he nomi- 
nated their Abbot to be the Biſhop of the new See. (Dal. Col. p. 267. 


and 387.) 
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to exi- 5 | | | 
ies or hi. 1. GREGORY was the name of this firſt Biſhop. After his conſecration, 
ttempted he was made a Privy Counſellor, and obtained liberal grants from the So- 


have de- vereign. He died in 1169. (Mill, and Cart. Melr. as quoted by Keith in 
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and the bl Catalogue of Biſbops, p. 46.) 
ſpicuous 
- due to 2. RICHARD DE PREBENDA. (Fordun, lib. viii. c. 13.) calls 
1 in dig- lim * Capellanus Regis Willelmi.“ He was one of the Commiſſioners for f 
Prelates Scotland in negociating with Henry II. in 1174, for the releaſe of King 0 
ſhall be William, at that time a priſoner in England, (Federa Angliæ, t. 1. p. 39.) | 
rvations and in 1176 he attended William to a council held at Northampton, by 
Cardinal Huguccio Petrileonis, the Pope's Legate. (Hoveden, 550.) Mill | 
and Keith think he died in 1173; but the facts mentioned prove this to be ; i 
in Dun- 2 miſtake, Fordun (ib. viii. c. 13.) ſays he died in 1178. 1 1 
161.) | : 
=, — WALTER DE BIDON., He was one of the Clerici Regis, and ; 1 
11 efterwards Chancellor of the kingdom, Though elected to the See of Dun- | 
oth the keld, he died before his conſecration, and cannot therefore be numbered as 
cularly one of its Biſhops. 
higher | | 
ne LIL. 3. JOHN SCOT. This Prelate was, in 1197, elected Biſhop of St An- 
King drews, by the Chapter, _ « Electus eſt (Fordun, lib. vi. c. 35.) Rege 


: SE + Willelme 
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„ Willelmo totis viribus renitente;“ that Monarch paſſionately exclaim. 
ing, when the election was announced to him, © By the arm of St James 
John Scot ſhall never be Biſhop of St Andrews.” The Pope, however, 
ſupported the pretenſions of John, and a controverſy enſued, which agitated 
Scotland, and embroiled William with the Head of the Church for ſeveral 
years. It was terminated at laſt by the nomination of John Scot to the 
dioceſe of Dunkeld, with liberty to retain the emoluments belonging to 
him as Archdeacon of St Andrews, an office which he previouſly held, 
(Ford. lib. vi. c. 35, — 38.) This Biſhop had great influence with Pope 
Alexander III. „eum in quamlibet partem quam vellit ratione tamen 
« previa inclinavit.” (15id,) That Pope, at his requeſt, conſtituted Ar. 
gyle, which till his time was a part of the dioceſe of Dunkeld, a ſeparate 
See. John Scot * died in 1203, and was buried in the north fide of the 
quire of the Abbey-church of Newbottle, « ubi (ſays Fordun) claret mira. 
ul. 


4. RICHARD DE BREBENDA. He was conſecrated in 1203, died 
at Cramond in 1210, and was buried in Inch-Colm. Fordun, lib. viii. c. 64, 
et c. 78. 


5. JOHN OF LEICESTER, died in 1214. Mill and Ford. lib. in. 
c. 27. a 


6. HUGO DE SIGILLO. He was a monk of Arbroath. Fordun 
(2:6. ix. c. 47.) calls him vir manſuetiſſimus qui dicebatur Pauperuy 
« Epiſcopus.” The date of his death is uncertain. 

— MATHEW SCOT, at that time Chancellor of the kingdom, was 
elected, but died before his conſecration, Fordun, ibid. 


. GILBERT. He had been chaplain to his predeceſſor Biſhop Hugh, 
He appears as a witneſs to a deed of Alexander II, in 1227. A copy of 
this deed was publiſhed in 1971, by the late John Davidſon, Eſq; along 
with ſome other curious papers, all of which have been annexed as an Ap- 
pendix to The Annals of Scotland. Though it proves that Fordun (2:6, ix 
6. 47.) 


— 
- _— 
_ — W A. ad — * * 


* The Biſhoprick of St Andrews was then eſtimated at the yearly te. 
venue of L. 8018, 3 8. and that of Dunkeld at L. 1206: 6: 8. Chart. Aber. 
brothock, vol. I. fol, 10. as quoted in the Annals of Scotland, 8 iu. 
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e. 47- ) is miſtaken in ſaying, that Gilbert was not elected till ol it does 
not fix the date of that event. He died in 1236. 
rt 

7. GALFRID LIVERANCE. He reformed the cathedral worſhip in 
imitation of the Church of Sarum, and the muſic according to the Grego- 
ran manuer. (Mill.) According to Fordun (1b. ix. c. 63.) he died at 
Tibbermuir, in 1249, and was buried in the Church of Dunkeld, « quam 
« prediis & poſſeſſionibus dotavit, quam regulis et inſtitutis informavit, 
« quam veſtibus & ornamentis decoravit, quam fere per omnia exaltavit.” 
His epitaph was, 


Hac, Dunkeldenſis cleri decus, ægis & enſis 
Gaufridus tumba pauſat, ſub patre Columba. 
Fordun ut ſupra. 


After Galfrid, Abbot Mill places Richard, who was, he ſays, Chancet- 
« lor to the King.” But as there was no Chancellor of that name ahout 
that period, Mr Keith ſeems to be right in conjecturing, that the Abbot 
has here fallen into a miſtake. Catal. of Biſb. p. 50. 

Mill has been guilty of another miſtake, in omitting to mention 


— DAVID. He was elected in 1250, but never was conſecrated. Ca- 


tal. of Biſh. p. 50. 


$. RICHARD OF INVERKEITHING. He was one of the Regents of 
the kingdom during the minority of Alexander III. Fad. i. $66. Cardinal 
Ottobonus de Fieſchi, in 1266, came as Legate from the Pope to Scotland, 
and required a contribution from the Church to defray the expence of his 
diſitation. The King, with the advice of the Clergy, forbade it to be le- 
viel, The Legate called a council, and Richard was deputed by the Bi- 
ſhops to attend it: Ne quid, ipſis abſentibus in eorum prejudicium ſtatu- 
« eritur.” Fordun, lib. x. c. 24. He died in 1272, „vir (ſays the ſame 
* author, 776, x. c. 30.) magnæ maturitatis & gravitatis, qui fuit fideliſſi. 
* mus regis & regni conſiliarius & juſtitia inflexibilis.“ 


9. ROBERT DE STUTEVILLE. He was Dean of Dunkeld. Ac- 
cording to Mill he died in x 300, but hiſtorical facts diſprove this. For, 


to. MATHEW was elected in 1295, or earlier. In that year he ap- 
pears as one of the Commiſſioners ſent to France to negociate with Philip 
an alliance, by the marriage of the daughter of the Count of Anjou with 
the ſon and heir of Baliol. Fadera, t. ii. p. 695. (By the treaty, L. 1 500 
was 
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was ſtipulated as the Lady's jointure ; and of this ſum, L. soo was ſecure] 


upon Crown lands in Scotland, <« annui redditũs de quibus mille libris 
« Sterlingorum in locis infraſcriptis, videlicet, de Lanark, de Kadioir (ho. 
die, Hamilton), de Maldifley, de Cunyngham, de Haddington, et de Ca. 
* ſtro de Dunde in agro Scotiæ aſſidebit eidem.“) Abbot Mill fays, that 
in Mathew's time “St Michael killed the Engliſh Governor of Perth for 
« oppreſſing the Canons. The fame writer ſtates, t.at this Biſhop died in 
1312. But he muſt have died in 1309, as appears from Fœd. t. iii. p. 194, 

A Biſhop of Dunkeld, moſt probably Mathew, was one of the ten Scct- 
tiſh Commiſſioners, who, in concurrence with twenty from England, met at 
Perth in 1305, immediately after the death of William Wallace, and by 
order of Edward, eſtabliſned regulations for the government of Scotland. 
* 503. as quoted An. of Scot. v. i. p. 312. 


II. WILLIAM SINCLAIR. On the death of Mathew, Tokn d de Leek 
was elected by the chapter, and Edward applied to the Pope and the Col 
lege of Cardinals, (Fed. t. iii. p. 164, 165.), earneſtly urging the confirma- 
tion of his election; but the partizans of Robert Bruce, who favoured the 
election of William Sinclair, brother to the Laird of Roſlin, prevailed. 
Leek was 1n 1311 appointed Archbiſhop of Dublin. In a letter of thanks 
for this appointment, written by Edward to the Pope, he is ſtyled, © Jo. 


„ hannis de Leek capellanus noſter kariſſimus, nuper Dunkeldenſis ecclefiz | 


«« electus.” Fad. t. iii. 258. Sinclair then was conſecrated without op- 
poſition to the See of Dunkeld. Robert I. uſually called William Sinclair 
« his own Biſhop.” This appellation he got on the following occaſion, 
In 1317, an Engliſh fleet arrived in the Forth, and ſome troops which they 
landed at Dunebriſſel, near Inverkeithing, began to ravage the country, 
The Sheriff of Fife collected haſtily 500 men, and marched to oppoſe them, 
but intimidated by the numbers of the invaders, he fied with precipita- 
tion, William Sinclair was then at his neighbouring reſidence of Ochtet. 
tool, and hearing of this ſhameful flight, he baſtened to meet and rally the 
fugitives. Leading them again to the charge, he drove the Engliſh to theit 


ſhips with conſiderable loſs. Abbot Mill, in his life of this Prelate, thus | 


narrates this occurrence, tranſcribing pretty cloſely from Fordun, lib. xil. 
c. 25, * Fpiſcopus ſe cito ornavit, equum aſcendet cum ſexaginta ſuis ad 
e prælium doctis et cito obvium habuit vicecomitem cui clara voce dixit. 
© Cur tam vecorditer revertitis ?” Reſpondet Vicecomes “ Quia Angli 
1 plures nobis ſunt et multo fortiores.”” Reſpondet Epiſcopus Dignum 
« certe eſſet Regi calcaria deaurata a talis veſtris præſcindi mandare. Se- 


„ quere me nomine Domini (Sancto Columba patrocinante cujus terram 


« deftruunt) ſuper eos ulti erimus. Hoc dicto, chiminile a ſe rejecto, di- 


ram lanceam manu arripuit, equum calcaribus urget, nec dixit vicec0- 
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niti, © prior i“ ſed“ Sequere;ꝰ quem ſecuti, et cum hoſtibus congreſſi, victo- 
is ſunt feliciter potiti.“ Fordun expreſſes the latter Paxt of the deſcription 
us: Ad pauca, victoria meritis, verbis, et verberib ujus inclyti præ- 
« ſulis ſunt potiti.“ Barbour, p. 344. ſays of the Bip, «© He was right 
„hardy, meikle, and ſtark.” It has been afferted, that in 1332 he affiſted. 
it the coronation of Edward Baliol, at Scone ; and that his ſignature is 
dun at that diſgraceful inſtrument, by which the Scottiſh Parliament held 
it Edinburgh in 1333, ſurrendered the independence and liberty of their 
wuntry to the Engliſh Monarch, Lord Hailes (An. of Scot. v. it. p. 172, 


nd 188.) is of this opinion. Yet it ſeems probable, that William Sinclair 


lied before either of theſe tranſactions took place. For Keith (Catal. of 
>, p. 52.) proves that Walter was Biſhop of Dunkeld fo early as 1324. 
A the ſame time, as the ſignature of Milliam, as Biſhop of the See, appears 
it different public deeds, from 1325 to 1337, we muft conclade that Wal- 
ter died in the end of 1324, or the beginning of 1325, and that another 
william ſucceeded before the end of the Iaft-mentioned year; and it will 
wen be 751 William, and not William Sinclair, who, deſerting the intereſt 


if the King who called him his own Biſhop, crowned Baliol; and who. 


xcceded to the bumiliation of his country, in order to gratify Edward in 


33. Catal. of Biſh. p. 52. 
According to this Wan the next Biſhop to bs reckoned i in the order ot 


lucceſfion is, 
12. WALTER. 
13, WILLIAM. He died in 1337. 


14. DUNCAN. Abbot Mill ſays that he died in 1363. But in this he 
ns miſtaken, He died before 1356. 


15. JOHN. In 1356 he was preſent in the Parliament which met at 
Hinburgh, and agreed to pay 100,000 merks to the Engliſh for the ranſom 
if David IT. Fad. t. vi. 39, 40. In 1369 he was a witneſs to the treaty 
or a truce between England and Scotland, for 14 years. Fad. t. vi. 632. 
Abbot Mill has omitted this Biſhop. | 


16, MICHAEL MONYMUSE. He was great Chamberlain of Scotland, 


and died in 1376. Mill. 


1). JOHN PEE BLIS. This Biſhop was King's Chancellor, and intruſt- 


with various important national negociations. Feud. t. vii. p. 441. It 
| was 
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was he who drew up the celebrated act of Parliament which recogriſe 
the title of Robert I. to the throne of Scotland. He died in 1396. 


18. ROBERT E CAIRNEY, He ſhewed great zeal and afliduity i 
adorning the cathedral, and improving the revenues of his dioceſe. Till 
time the Biſhop's palace conſiſted of ſeveral long houſes, of two floors only 
and covered with thatch, in the Highland form. He built in their place 
ſpacious edifice, fit for defence as well as accommodation. It contained 
Mill particularly informs his reader,“ Granaries and a larder.“ Althoug 
no veſtige of it remains at preſent, its ſite is ſtill called “ the Cafile Cloſe, 
He acquired the lands of Cramond in excambion for Cammo. Catal. « 
Biſb. p. 53. The chartulary of Cambuſkenneth, as quoted (75:d.) men 
tions that this Biſhop was excommunicated for refuſing to comply with the 
formalities of-eccleſiaſtical proceſſes required by the Pope. He was one of 
the hoſtages for the redemption of James I. Fed. t. v. p. 128. He diedi 
1436. It is this Biſhop's monument which is mentioned, p. 421. of the pre 
ceding Statiſtical Account, as in the ſouth aiſle of the cathedral. 


19. DONALD MACNAUGHTAN. He was Dean of Dunkeld, and 
elected by the chapter on the death of Robert; but King James oppoſing 
his appointment, he took a journey to Rome to obtain confirmation from 
the Pope. On this journey he died. Niſbet (Heraldry, p. 419.) gravely 
ſays, (Donald Macnaughtan was by James II. raiſed to the Epiſcopal See 
« of Dunkeld, where he exerciſed his Epiſcopal function till his death, a 
« in Spottiſwood's Hi Mory of the Church of Scotland.“ It happens unfot 
tunately for the credit of Mr Niſbet's accuracy, that Spottiſwood, in the 
paſſage referred to, ſays, as already mentioned, that James oppoſed this 
«« Biſhop's election, and he died on his way to Rome.“ Spot. p. 100. 


20 JAMES KENNEDY, He was the ſon of Sir James Kennedy 0 
Dunure, by Mary, younger daughter of Robert III. and Queen Annabel. 


In 1449 he was tranſlated to St Andrews, became a Privy Counſellor, and! 


Chancellor of Scotland, and afterwards one of the Regents of the kingdom, 
during the minority of James III. Hiſtorical Genealogy of the Royal 
Houſe of Stuarts, by Mark Noble, p. 88. 


21. ALEXANDER LAUDER, who had been Rector of Ratho : “ Ve. 


© nerabilis vir, (ſays Fordun, a xvi. c. 26.) et nunc morum probitate 
“ conſpicuus,” 
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21. JAMES BRUCE, formerly Rector of Kilmeny in Fife. He became 
Chancellor of the kingdom, and was * to the See of Glaſgow, but 
zed before his tranſlation. 


— WILLIAM TURNBULL, was nominated in 1447 to ſucceed James 
Fruce in the See of Dunkeld ; and on the death of that Biſhop be was pro- 
noted to be his ſucceſſor in that of Glaſgow, 


23. JOHN RALSTON, Dean of Dunkeld, and Secretary to the King. 
lle was raiſed to the See in 1448; was afterwards created Lord High Trea- 
furer, and employed in ſeveral foreign embaſſies. Fad. t. ii. p. 242. In 
hs zeal to finiſh the aiſle of the cathedral, which had been begun by Biſhop 
Robert de Cairney, he went daily himſelf, and took with him his occafional 
meſts, to aſſiſt in preparing the ſtones for the building. Abbot Mill ſays, 
cum uno vel alio procerum ſecum habitantium, ſolebat certa lapidum 
& onera extra lapicidinam ferre quotidie.” This writer adds, that . 
Jokn died about 1450; but it was in 1452. 


24. THOMAS LAUDER ſucceeded. He had been Maſter of the Hof. 
fital of Soutra, and tutor to James II. He got the lands of the Biſhoprick 
which lay on the ſouth fide of the Forth erected into a barony, by the name 
if the Barony of Aberlady ; and the lands on the north fide into a barony, 
by the name of the Barony of Dunkeld. Abbot Mill, who lived in Biſhop 


Lauder's time, ſays of him : This venerable Prelate had ſuch acquaintance 


" with divinity, that he himſelf preached the faith to his people“ Dy 
biſet's tranſlation, M. S. He died in 148 1, having in 1476 reſigned the 
dee on account of his advanced age. After his reſignation, he was ſtyled 
4 Epiſcopus in univerſal: eccleſia,” 


28. TAMES LIVINGSTON, Rector of Forteviot and Weem. He 
nected a chaplainry in honour of St Columba, in the church of St Giles in 
Edinburgh. He died in 1483. 


— ALEXANDER INGLIS was next elected by the chapter, but the 


kope annulled the election. 

— ROBERT appears as Biſhop ef Dunkels i in 1485. Catalogue of Bi- 
ſoops, p. 56. This fact it is difficult to reconcile with the hiſtory of Mill, 
Flo lived at the time, and does not mention a Biſhop of that name. 


26, GEORGE 
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48 Appendix. 


26. GEORGE BROWN, Rector of Tynnyngham, was conſecrated, 4 
cording to Mill, in 1484, at Rome, by Pope Sixtus IV. He was ftrid i 
-enforcing-eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, and active in advancing the temporal in. 
tereſt of his Biſhoprick. He built the church of Dowally ; and died at his 
Houſe on the iſland in the Loch of Cluny, in 1514. 


— ANDREW STEWART, ſon to John, Earl of Atholl, was elected 
dy the chapter, but Pope Leo X. oppoſed his admiſſion. 


25. GAVIN DOUGLAS, brother to the Earl of Angus, who was Rec. 
tor of Heriot, and Provoſt of the collegiate church of St Giles in Edin- 
burgh, was preferred by the Pope, and in 1516 obtained poſſeſſion of the 
See. He holds an eminent place in the literary hiſtory of his age. He was 
a profound claſſical ſcholar, a well informed antiquarian, and an elegant 
poet. He wrote, Auree Narrationes, Comediæ aliguot Sacræ; V De Re. 
Bus Scoticis ; but none of theſe works have deſcended to our times, Hi 
Palace of Honour, and his Tranſlation of the Zneid of Virgil, however, 
ſtill remain, and preſent very honourable monuments of both the correct. 
neſs of his taſte, and the vigour of his imagination. Living in dark and 
turbulent times, he enjoyed not the felicity of indulging his genius in ſecy- 
rity and repoſe. He was involved in the agitations aud hazards of thoſe 


commotions with which the diſputes of the Queen Mother and the Duke 
of Albany, and of Arran and Angus, embroiled the kingdom. To avoid 
theſe, he retired to England, when he became the intimate acquaiatance of 
Polydore (Virgil). He died in London of the plague, in 1522, and wie 


buried in the Savoy. 


28. ROBERT COCKBURN. In 1524, this Biſhop, with the Earl of| 
Caffilis and Abbot Mill, went as Ambaſſadors from James V. to Hen 


ry VIII. of England, to negociat- a truce between the two kingdom. 
They were ſucceſsful in the embaſſy. Fad. t. xiv. p. 27. 


29. GEORGE CRICHTON. A man (ſays Spottiſwood, Hift. of the | 
« Ch. of Scot. p. 101.), nobly diſpoſed, and a great houſekeeper ; but in 
matters of his calling not very ſkilled.” Dean Forreſt, (afterwards con- 
demned and burnt on the Caſtle Hill of Edinburgh), had been called beſore 
the Biſliop on a charge of hereſy. © I thank God (ſaid Crichton) that! 
« never knew either the Old or the New Teſtament, and yet have proipe!- } 
« ed well enough. Dean Thomas, if you leave not theſe fantaſies, vou 


will repent when you cannot mend it.” He died in 1543. 
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50, JOHN HAMILTON, Abbot of Paiſley, and brother to the Earl of 
Aman. In 1550, he was tranſlated to St Andrews. 


zl. ROBERT CRICHTON, nephew to the former Biſhop George 
Crichton, was promoted to this See, in which he remained till the Refor- 
tion. 


— 


ualogue of the BISHOPS of DUNKELD, from the period 
of the Reformation to the Revolution, in 1688. 


1. JAMES PATON. In 1572 an Afﬀembly of the Church was held at 
Lith, where it was agreed to retain the order of Biſhops in the new eccle- 
uſtical conſtitution. This agreement was ratified, as an interim regula. 
ton, at a future Afſembly, which met ſoon after at Perth. In conſequence 
of this regulation, James Paton was appointed to the See of Dunkeld. 
(pottiſawood's Hiſt. of the Ch. of Scot. p. 260, 261.) In 1575 he was 
nteſent in the General Aſſembly, (134d. p. 276.), and was depoſed on a 
large of dilapidation of his benefice. Catal. of Bifh. p. 179. 


: PETER ROLLOCK. In 1596 he was created an extraordinary 
lord of Seſſion, and being afterwards removed, in order to reduce the num- 
kr of extraordinary Lords to four, he was re-admitted in 1610. (Lord 
lules's Catalogue of Lords of Sefſ. p. 12. note 45.) In 1603 he attended 
king James to England. Spot. Hiſt. of the Ch. of Scot. p. 476. 


3- JAMES NICOLSON, He was Parſon of Meigle, and was choſen to 
felide in the Aſſembly which met at Linlithgow in 1606. (Calderwood, 
552.) He died in 1607. | 


4 ALEXANDER LINDSAY, Parſon of St Madox, ſucceeded. He was 
(yoſed in 1638. (Ads of Aſſembly.) It appears that he next year abjured 
tpiſcopacy, and accepted his former charge of St Madox. Unprinted Ads 
f Aſenbly, 1639. | 


5. GEORGE HALYBURTON, Miniſter of Perth, was appointed Bi- 
top of Dunkeld by Charles II. in 1662. He died in 1664. 


6, HENRY GUTHRIE, was Miniſter at Stirling, but depoſed “ for 
* malignancy,” in 1648. (His own Memoirs, p. 299.) After the Reſto- 
Won he was again admitted to the office of the miniſtry, and became Bi- 
op of Dunkeld in 1668. 


7. WILLIAM LINDSAY, Miniſter at Perth, was conſecrated to this 
* in 1677 3 and died in 1679. 
Vor. XX. 3 M $. ANDREW 
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8. ANDREW BRUCE, Archdeacon of St Andrews, was advanced i 
the Biſhoprick of Dunkeld on the death of William Lindſay, and was ejeg 
ed i in 1686, for his oppoſition to the meaſures of the Court. In the yea 
following, « his Majeſty's diſpenſation (ſays Keith, p. 180.) was iſſued 1 
« Dr Bruce, for exerciſing the office of the miniſtry.” Mr Keith add; 
not unnaturally, A right ſtrange paper truly!“ In the year 1688 
was appointed Biſhop of Orkney. 


9. JOHN HAMILTON, ſon to John "BY who was Archbiſhop e 
St Andes at the time of the Reformation. 'This Prelate ſurvived the Re 
volution, and died one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, and ſubdean of thi 
Chapel Royal. 


_— — 


Catalogue of the MINISTERS of DUNKELD ſince tl: 


Revolution. 


1. Mx CHALMERS. 

Mx STODART. 

. Mg STEWART. 

Mx MAN. 

. Dx BAIRD. 

. Mx NIVEN, the preſent incumbent. 


R K +. w. 


Such is a catalogue of the Clergy, who, whether under the Romikhh, the 
Epiſcopalian, or the Preſbyterian eſtabliſhment, have, for a period of a thou- 
ſand years, preſided over the ſervices of religion in Dunkeld. The obſerra4 
tions which accompany the names, will, it is hoped, have three eſſects 
They will, I. Illuſtrate the ancient dignity and influence of the See. 

2. They will enable any future editor of Abbot Mills Hiftory of the Bi. 
bop, (a work which has often been called for by the antiquarian), to coi4 
rect ſeveral miſtakes into which that writer has fallen. And, laſtly, They 
will lead the caſual traveller, as he reviews with delight the modern beat 
ties of the ſcene, to muſe in melancholy, but not unpleaſing or vain retro. 
ſpection, over former times; times when here the Miniters of King". long 

fince fallen, ſought retirement a repoſe; and where many a Prelate, 
whoſe aſhes now moulder around, once diſpla+ed his magnificence, exerted] 
hie genus, and indulged his devotion, | 


END OF APPENDIX. 
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Name. 


HIS pariſh is known in the Gaelic language by two 

different names: Dub>-alern, the Black Meadow,” 
b the word from which the Engliſh name Dowally is deri- 
ied; and Dail. a- C Harne, Haugh of the Cairn,” is that by 
which it is at preſent generally denominated in converſa- 
ton. It is thought to have received the former appella- 
ton, which is now gone into diſuſe, from the black. heath 
th which the ſurface of the low grounds was once cover- 
ed ; 
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460 Statiſtical Account 


ed; and the former, from a large cairn *, which ſtood tilt 
within theſe few years, a little to the eaſtward of the 
church. 


SITUATION AND EXTENT. 

Dowally was originally a part of the pariſh of Caputh, 
and though it is now conſidered as united to Dunkeld, there} 
15 no evidence exiſting of any formal annexation having ta. 
ken place. It is ſituated to the weſtward of Dunkeld, from} 
which it is ſeparated by an interjected portion of Caputh; 
and the main- body of it ſtretches along the north bank off 
the Tay, in the ſhape of a parallelogram, beginning about ; 
a mile and a half above Dunkeld, and extending ſix miles. 
At the upper extremity, the pariſh of Logierait occurs; and 
a ſmall tripe of it paſſing acroſs Dowally, divides the 
main body mentioned from the barony of Dalcapon, which f 
is an appendage belonging to it. This barony lies on the 
north bank of the Tumble, in length three quarters of a 
mile. The breadth of the pariſh is uncertain. For as the 
fide of it which is moſt remote from the river, conſiſts en- 
tirely of high, barren, and uninhabited hills, it has never 
been thought of importance to aſcertain its line of limit with 
minuteneſs. | 
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An able ſurveyor, who is well acquainted with the coun- . from tl 
try, computes the extent of Dowally, in Scotch acres, as throug| 
follows: | | 0 get | 
| | | toad on 
chat th 
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* When this cairn was removed, it was found to conſiſt entirely of land. : og 
ſtones, and to have in the centre a fingle ſtone-coffin, 6 feet in length, and | (2 
4 in breadth, with a quantity of rich black earth, but no bones withia it they ce 
The cairn was 39 feet in diameter, and about 6 in heighth, is lame t 
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. 1200 arable, 


I000 paſture and meadow, 
260 oak wood, 


2460 total within the head-dykes, 
99200 hull paſture, 
120 Loch Ordie, 


11,580 total of the pariſh, 


SURFACE AND SOIL. 


The rocky hills of King's Seat and Craigy Barns riſe on 
the lower boundary of Dowally. They preſent a very pre- 


cipitous and pictureſque appearance towards the eaſt, Their 


front has every where been covered with trees, where trees 
could find earth in which to fix their roots; but the bare 
and bold crags are often ſeen jutting out, and here and there 
xe interſperſed patches, covered with heath. A cottage 
has been built in the midſt of a ſmall green field, near the 
ſummit, in a hollow of the hill, which, catching the eye 
of the traveller, contributes to the pleaſing effect of the ge- 

reral landſcape, 1 5 
King's Seat ſprings with a very ſudden and ſteep aſcent 
from the brink of the river; and the road, which paſſes 
through Dowally, and leads to Atholl, has been cut with 
great labour and expence along the bottom of it. The 
road overhangs the river ſo cloſely, and at ſuch a height, 
that the timid traveller, who looks over the wall which has 
been built to ſupport it, is diſpoſed to haſten on his way; 
but as a range of tall and thick trees intercept the view, 
they conceal the terrors of the ſcene, while they add, at the 
lame time, to its ſingular beauty. When the traveller has 
journeyed upward about two miles from Dunkeld, he 
kaves the Duke of Atholl's policy, and though no longer 
meetin 8 
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meeting with planting, he finds natural woods every where 
ſkirting the road, which runs along the declivity. Below 
the road, ſeveral level haughs run out in different places, to 
fill up the meanders of the river; and above it, lie ſome 
gently ſloping fields, which reach nearly to the ſummit of 
the hill. The declivity of the hill is frequently ſeamed by 
pretty deep ravines. Bridges are thrown acroſs them. Of 
_ theſe, there are 27 within the length of the pariſh of Dow. 
ally. So rapid is the aſcent of the declivity, that, in ſome 
caſes, while the wall of one fide of the bridge is not 3 feet 
above the ſurface, the wall of the other is above 30. 

The ſoil of the haughs is light and ſandy; that of the 
higher fields, upon the brow of the hill, is deeper and 
ſtronger, with a {light mixture of clay. The hili is compo- 
ſed of ſchiſtus intermixed with pyrites, and contains ſome 
ſcattered grains of copper ore. 


INHABITANTS. 


Numbers and Age —By a very accurate liſt of the inha- 


| bitants, taken in 1790, it appeared that they were in num- 
ber, and of age, as follows: 


Number of ſouls, - 687 * 
man, -- 307 
— females, - 380 
Under 10 years of age, = 172 
From 10 to 20, - 120 

20 to 50, - 208 -::* 

50 to 70, - 107 

— 70 to 100, - 24 


* In the Statiſtical Account of Dunkeld it is ſaid, that the population 
in 1755 amounted to 1298; but this number included the population alſo 


of Dowally, at that period, At preſent, the population of the united pa- | 


riſhes is 1973. There is an excels therefore of 475 beyond the population 
of 1755- 
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The whole inhabitants may be conſidered as employed 
in agriculture ; for though there is a ſmith, two wrights, and 
two tailors in the pariſh, yet all of them, w ſome ſmall ex- 
tent, are concerned in labouring the ground. There are 
no ſeparate manufactures yet eſtabliſhed here. The num- 
ber of inhabitants, compared with the number of acres in 
the pariſh, allows 1 to 1 acres. 


Bapti/ms.—The regiſter of baptiſms has been kept, and 
with unuſual regularity; and from that regiſter it appears, 


1, That during a period of 76 years, preceding 1797, there 
have been born 687 males, and 572 females. 2. That 


while the population continued nearly the ſame, the num- 
ber of births in different years has differed very widely. In 
1711, 1726, and 1752, the total number was 6; and in 
1112, 1725, and 1751, the years immediately ad joining to 
theſe, they were reſpectively 13, 16, and 20. In ſome 
years they amounted to 24; but the average number may 
de rated at 16. This average number is at the rate of x 
birth to 43 perſons. 3. That in different years the propor- 
tion of male and female births alſo differs widely. In 1780 
there were 16 males born, and 6 females; while, in 1782, 
there were 10 female, and only 7 male births. 4. That, as 
the number of families in the pariſh amounts to 164, and 
the number of births annually is 16, there is x annual birth 
for each 10 families. | 


Twins, From the regiſter of baptiſm it alſo appears, 
1. That of 1225 children born in this pariſh, 34 were 
twins; therefore 1 twin child for every 34 born. 2. That 
of the 34 twins, 23 were males, and 11 females. 3. That 
though it has been concluded from obſervations made in 
other places, that the number of males prevailed in thoſe 
years in which male twins were born, and that of the fe- 
males 
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males in thoſe years in which female twins were born, yet 


no ſuch coincidence appears here. In 1766, 2 twin male 
children were born; and in that year there were 11 female, 
and only 10 male births: and in 1794, the number of male 
and female births was equal, and there were 2 twins male, 
aad no females born. 


Marrtages.—There is a regular regiſter of the marriages 
in this pariſh for 80 years; from which it appears, 1. That 
the total number of marriages recorded during that period is 
544; making the average annual number about 7. 2. That 
there is 1 marriage annually for 98 inhabitants. 3. That 
whether the proportion of baptiſms and marriages is taken 
for the whole period, or for any 10 conſecutive years, in- 
differently ſelected, the marriages are leſs than a half, but 

more than a third, of the baptiſms. 


Deaths,—Of theſe no regular record has been kept. 


ECCLESIASTICAL STATE. 


Miniſter and Sęſſion.—In the account of Dunkeld the ec- 
clefiaſtical ſtatiſtics of the united pariſhes have already been | 
It is only farther to be mentioned, reſpecting the 
ſtipend of the miniſter, that in 1751, when the General Aſ. 
ſembly authoriſed a petition to Parliament for a general | 
augmentation of the ſtipends of the Clergy of Scotland, they | 
ipecified the ſtipend of Dunkeld, as one, among others, 
which, from its ſcantineſs, furniſhed reaſonable grounds for 
their application. It was then ſtated at L. 66: 19:9 by the 
Committee of the Aſſembly; and even by thoſe heritors 8 
who oppoſed the petition, calculated at no more than L. 79, 
495. 74, *—The miniſter preaches here one diet on the af- 

ternoon | 


ſtated. 


* See Printed Report of a Coumitte of the Houſe of Commons, ir 
175, p. 338. 
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noon of every ſecond Sabbath. On the forericon of theſe 
{ys he preaches at Dunkeld; and afterwards rides to Dow- 
ily, a diſtance of 5 miles, to perform divine ſerviee there. 
This pariſh has a ſeſſion, a ſeſſion-clerk, and regiſter, ſepa- 
ate from thoſe of Dunkeld, and the pope 8 1 are gh 
bltinet from thoſe of the other. (197K © $63 
e in a long, n inelegant ſtructure, and 
rery incommodiouſly ſeated. It was built by Biſhop Brown 
n the year 1500. *© Upon information that the Iriſh was 
© ſpoken in the Highland parts of the pariſh of Caputh, the 
* Biſhop built and endowed a church in honour of the bleſſ- 
i ed Mother, St Anne *, among the woods of the Church 
lands of Dowally +.” In 1755 it had become ruinious, 
ad was then repaired and new-leated at the expence of the 
tenants, 7 
Sebool.— There is no ſalary allotted for a pariſh ſchool- 
maſter here, by conſequence there is no pariſh ſchool. For 
many years the Society for Propagating Chriſtian Know- 
edge fixed one of their ſchools here, and the good effects of 
It were conſpicuous ; ; but lately they have withdrawn it, 
and at preſent the only ſchool in the pariſh is taught by one 


f the inhabitants, who is at the ſame time a farmer. The 


pariſhioners lately built a commodious ſchool-houſe for him, 
and the Duke of Atholl, by giving him his little farm on 


Vor. XX. 3 N He 


NI 


* There is a well alt named St Anne's Well, a little to the northward 
0 the church. 


ü Dy Bifſet's MS T. ranſlation of Abbot Mills Hiftory. ft is ſaid in 
tle original hiſtory, after the ſentence of which the tranſlation is tranſcribed 
love, © et manſum pro preſbytero aſiignavit.” 


aly terms, affords him ſuch encouragement, as with the 
ſhool- fees, induces him to undergo the labour of teaching, 
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Statiſhcal Account 


He teaches the children reading of Engliſh, writing, arith. 
He in. 


metic, church- muſic, and the principles of religion. 
ſtituted a Sunday ſchool of his own accord, which is very 
numerouſly. attended; particularly on thoſe alternate Sun. 
days. when there is no ſermon in the church of Dowally, 
Then the parents of the ſcholars alſo attend, while the 
ſchoolmaſter, by examining the young, by reading the 
Scriptures, and by prayer, inſtructs and edifies.the meeting, 
His merit, both in the -eſtabliſhment and conduct of this 
fchool, is high. He has now taught it for above two years 
without ſalary from any n and almoſt without any 
remuneration WaReVvEr, | 
n and ter Funds.—There are no begging poor who 
belong to this pariſh, and none who receive a regular perio- 
dical allowance from the ſeſſion. The people, indeed, from 
a reſpectable pride of ſpirit, have a ſtrong reluctance to ap- 


ply for aid from the public charity ; and in caſes where ne- | 
ceſſity compels any individual or family to do fo, it is cuſto- 
mary for ſome of their neighbours to requeſt the authority | 


of the ſeſſion for a general collection, to be made for the 
ſpecific Cale. 


ſon. 
tate of the moſt indigent reſiding in his diftri& of the pa- 
riſh, Relief is ordered on the occaſion in proportion to the 
degrees of neceſſity ſtated ; but there are many inſtances of 
the ſums ſo ordered being refuſed. 


The funds of the poor amounted, in 178), to L. 4 Ster- | 
ling. By the accumulated produce of the collection at the 
church-door every fortnight, which is, at an average, 35 | 


6d. of the fees for the uſe of a mortcloth, lately purchaſed, 


1 


The only diſtribution of funds that takes 
place, is made annually at the beginning of the winter ſea. 
The ſeſhon then meet, and each elder reports the | 


ld | 
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ind of ſome caſual donations *, wy are now 98) equal 
to L. 36 Sterling. 

In 1783, the inhabitants of Dowally EOAT'S of the bene · 
e Sun. It of the bounty of the Duke of Atholl, whio, (as men- 
wally, WM tioned in the Account of Dunkeld), bought that year cob 
ile he dolls of meal, and ſold it at a reduced price in this diſtridt 
ng the of the dukedom. His Grace, at the ſame time, purchaſed 
eeting. I zoo bolls of oats, and a large quantity of hay, which was 
of this WM diſpoſed of in a ſimilar manner, and proved a moſt accept- 
) years Wl ible and beneficial accommodation to many, who bad ſuf- 
ut any Wl fered ſeverely from the incle mencies' of the preceding ſea- 

ſon, He brought alſo ſeed potatoes from England, and di- 
| tributed them gratis to his tenants. Inhabitants of Dow- 
YT who ay! Let your grateful language to your Benefactor be that 


9 arith. 
He in. 


18 very 


perio- af Eliſha to the Shunamite, . Behold, thou haſt been 


, from careful for us with all this care, What ſhall be done for 
to ap- Wl © thee 4?” | 


re ne- | 
cuſto- LIVE STOCK. 
hority . 1 
Hor ſes.— The number of horſes in the pariſh is 197. 
or the a b 
They are of a mixed breed, on an average, 12 hands high; 
takes 
* and at the uſual rate of ſale for ſome years paſt, may be va- 
a lued at L. 12 Sterling. Hitherto, the pariſh has not reared 
ts the 8 . f 
3 1 ſufficient number for its own ſupply. The practice of 
is 4 rearing foals has now, however, become frequent, and it is 
TY probable, that in a few years the farmers will be able not 
only to furniſh this ſupply, but to afford ſome horkes for 
ale. 
Ster- 


Black- 


ol 


*The caſual donations alluded to, ariſe chiefly from the price of tray 
ſbeep, which ſometimes join the flocks of the tenants in the hill, and whoſe 
dwners cannot de found, Theſe are ſold for the benefit of the poor. 


i 2 KinGs, iv. 13. 
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Statiſtical Account 


day. Few are reared for ſale. Calves, ſold at 3 days old, 


bring 68.; and if Kept for 3 weeks, from 15 s. to L. 1 Ster- 
ling. When rearing, they are allowed 4 pints of milk a 


day; and at times get a ſmaller quantity of milk, and i in 
lieu of the remainder ſome hay-tea. 


The breed of black-cattle here requires improvement; 
but while the practice of overſtocking prevails, and there is 


a deficiency of winter and ſpring food, this 1 improvement 1s] 


| impracticable. Both of theſe obſtacles will, it is hoped, ſoon 


be removed. As 3 proof, however, that they till operate, 
and check the ſpirit which ſhould actuate the farmers, it 
was found, that no bull was ſent from this diſtrict as a com- 


petitor for the premium allowed by the Highland Society, by 
to the proprietor of the beſt bull which ſhould be produced | : 


there. 


Sheep.——There are 2350 ſheep in the pariſh, of a ſmall 
white-faced breed. The time of their introduction into this 


part of the country is uncertain; but from tradition it ap- 
pears to be remote. They are faid to have prevailed before ; 
the black-faced ſheep were brought into the north of Scot- | 
land. When fat, their mutton is delicious. Their wool is | 
ſhort and fine; ſells from 16s. to L. 1 Sterl. per ſtone. The | 
wedders and aged ewes are fold at an annual fair held at 1 
Kilmorich, a village in the pariſh, and bring about 75. No x. 
_ Cheeſe is ever made here from ewe milk. The whole ſheep 


belonging to the pariſh feed promiſcuouſly on the hill. 


They are driven to that paſture at the beginning of ſummer, | 
and are brought back to the low grounds after harveſt, | 
where they have been permitted, from the want of inclo- Þ 
ſures, t to wander at large through the woods, and over the W 


arable 


Black. Catile.— Their number amounts to 506. Their | 
average weight, when fat, is about 16 ſtone; and their price 
from L. 5 to L. 6 Sterling, They give 5 pints of milk af 
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;rable fields, during the winter and the ſpring. Some of 
hem, indeed, are houſed at that time in the night, and theſe 
he tenants do not ſmear. They ſmear, however, all thoſe 
which are not houſed. The latter are ſeldom ſubjeC to that 
liſcaſe called by ſheep-farmers the poke, (a ſwelling under 
the jaw), or to the ſcab ; but the former are frequently vi- 
ited by both. The poke, particularly, often proves fatal. 
Hitherto no rate of proportion has been eſtabliſhed betwixt 
the number of arable acres which a tenant poſſeſſes, and the 
mmber of ſheep he may keep upon the common paſture. 
Lach keeps as many as his convenience or inclination 
jrompts. The poſſeſſor of 8 acres has ſometimes in the hill 
heep to the amount of double the number of the poſſeſſor 
of 16 acres. Sheelings are leſs numerous and leſs frequent- 
d than formerly, becauſe the milch-cows are not ſent there, 
s they once were, in ſummer with the ſheep. All the 
kmbs in this pariſh are reared for ſale as ewes or wedders. 


* 


5 


tumn with potatoes, and with, at times, a ſmall mixture of 
oats, Theſe they kill and cure for uſe, during the labours 
of the ſpring. They are of a hardy, but a ſmall-ſized breed, 
feeding to about 9g ſtone weight on an average, and may be 
ralued at L. 1, 10s. 


& 


5 Ne er 
5 


Poultry. No attention is paid to poultry, as an article 
of food or of ſale. Some geeſe are reared, which in June 
are ſent to Loch Ordie, a lake amid the hills, in the back. 
yarts of the pariſh, where, without any perſon to protect or 
ſeed them, they live till the end of harveſt, and then are 
brought back to fatten on the ſtubble fields, They are ſold 


at 2 8. . 


VALUE 


Swine. Many families fatten one or two ſwine in au- 
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Statiſtical Account 


Roe Dee 


| Varve or LIVE STOCK, ing at on 
f gr " | they obta! 

The value of live ſtock in the pariſh may be computed 
ö 8 | ten to be | 

as under : | 

197 Horſes, at L. 12 Sterling each, L. 2364 0 © * D 
506 Black- cattle, at L. 5, 2530 © © eat imp 
2354 Sheep, at 7s. - 823 18 © 3 » 
100 Swine, at L. 1, 10 s. « 2 50 1 idan lay 
Total value of live ſtock, L. 5867 18 o ſpecies in 
leſs vigor 
Beſides the domeſtic animals, forming the live ſtock of Hyde, at 
the pariſh, moſt of the wild guadrupeds inhabiting the north ¶ lived wit 


of Scotland are to be found here. Ridley v 
n preſer 
man 14 
he Duk 
d in pre 
nents af 


Red Deer. —(Cervus elaphus), appear in this pariſh of 
late, during the hard froſts and deep ſnows which in winter 
drive them from the high mountains, where they paſture in { 
ſummer. The multiplication of this ſpecies of deer, ſince | 
the Duke of Atholl has ſo particularly prete&ed them, ac- | 
counts for their being ſeen here more frequently of late | 


years than formerly. His Grace has a tract of 100,000 ilaftrifſio 

acres reſerved chiefly for them, and it is computed that not WI vodi ven 

leſs than 4000 feed there conſtantly. The fize of the deer 2 
R 5 ul 

has increaſed with the improvement of their paſture. Some 3 

have been ſhot which weighed above 18 ſtone. It would wxerent a 

not be difficult for the Duke to furniſh a royal hunt, more bediti ita 

ſplendid than that given by one of his predeceſſors in for- biin ee 

: . Regine 

mer times, of which Barclay, who was a ſpectator, has tranſ- = 

mitted to us ſo minute and ſo ſplendid a deſcription *. machos, 

| Roe * M. 

| 4 p. 98. af 

* Anno redemptionis noſtræ 1563. Comes Atholicæ ex regio ſanguine 5 

princeps, venationem, ingenti apparatu et magnis ſumptibus optimæ atque 2 
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Roe Deer, —(Cervus capreolus), are abundant here. Be- 
ng at one time nearly extirpated in this neighbourhood, 
they obtained a jubilee for a tract of years, and now are of- 
ten to be heard and ſeen in the woods. 


Rein Deer, —(Cervus tarandus, Linnei), may, without 
great impropriety, be mentioned here, as introduced to this 
country by the Duke of Atholl. Both Buffon and Pontop- 
idan ſay, that it would be a vain attempt to naturaliſe this 
ſhecies in any country ſouth of Lapland, or with a climate 
leſs vigorous . Several facts contradict this aſſertion, Mr 
Hyde, at Homerton near Hackney, had one rein deer which 
lived with him near three years“. Sir Matthew White 
Ridley was alſo ſucceſsful in bringing them to Britain, and 
n preſerving them for a confiderable period F No fewer 
than 14 were at different times brought from Lapland by 
the Duke of Atholl, and though his Grace has not ſucceed- 
« in preſerving the breed of them to Scotland, his experi- 
nents afford reaſon to hope, that future trials may be more 


fortunate. 


iluſtriſime Reginæ Scotiæ exhibuit, cui ego tunc adoleſcens interfui, hujus 
modi venationem noſtrates Regiam appellare ſolent. Habebat autem Comes 
ad duo millia Scotorum montanorum quos vos hie Scotos ſylveſtres appella- 
tis, quibus negotium dedit ut cervos cogerent ex ſylvis et montibus Atholiæ, 
Badenachæ, Marrie, Moraviæ, aliiſque vicinis regionibus atque ad locum 
agerent ad venationem deſtinatum. IIle vero, ut valde pernices ſunt & ex- 
pediti itz dies nocteſque concurſarunt, ut intra bimenſis tempus amplius duo 
millia cervorum cum dameis et capreis unum in locum compulerunt, quos 
Reginæ principibuſque in valle conſidentibus et cæteris qui una aderant 
omnibus viſendos venandoſque propoſuerunt.“ Barclay contra Monarcha- 
machos, p. 81, $2. | 


* Mriſcellanies by Daines Barrington, p. 152. where Buffon, t. xii. 
98. and Pontoppidan, t. ii. p. 216. are quoted. 


f Hiflory of Duadrupeds, publiſhed at Newcattle, with engravings b: 
bewick, 
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fortunate. The failure of the ſcheme in his caſe; aroſe in- 1225 
great degree from the reduced and weakly ſtate in which 3 
the animals arrived in this country, from the accidental py 8 
length and ſtormineſs of the paſſage. Several died during . dis 
the voyage, and moſt of thoſe who came alive to land, ſur. N 
"I 1 ; | have bee 
vived for a few days only. One, however, lived two year . & 4 
It was kept in general with the fallow deer in the park at ___ 
Atholl Houſe, but was alſo led, at times, to the ſummit of 1 9 
the higheſt mountains in the neighbourhood, where the li-. + A wc 
chen, which forms the favourite food of the ſpecies in their Ml « Auguſt 
native regions, is found in plenty. This lichen is the l. WW |; The 
chen rangiferinus of Linnæus, or the rein. deer liver -wort, neighbour 
0 bardine, a 
Rabbits. — There is a rabbit warren in this pariſh. It i; MW de reader 
in a low ſandy haugh, two miles to the weſtward of Dun. | 3 
keld, and has been let at L. 25 Sterling of rent. On an . 
average, 125 dozen were killed by the tackſman yearly. * I 
The ſkins may be valued at 6s. a dozen, and the body ſell; MW you will 
at the rate of 5 d. per pair. To prevent the rabbits from bor po 
' injuring the plantations near them, by ſtripping the bark in waer 
a ſevere winter, branches of trees were lopped off and Wi ungdem. 
thrown into the warren. This precaution had the deſired MF cording] 
effect. MF inport t 
ENOWNL C5 
Hares abound here, The Jepus variabilis, as well as tlic ey 
lepus timidus, is to be met with, though in general this ſpe- bules, t. 
cies prefers the tops of the higheſt mountains. L cputy tk 
19th of 4 


The Ermine, (Muftela erminea), has been ſeen in this pi unter! 


5 K | 4 FX raritie of 
riſh, The fur is ſhorter than that of thoſe ſkins brought - mT 
from Ruſſia. bor whi 
| Here, too, is the fox, badger, pine-martin, polecat, wea- Bi "lic © 
ſel, otter, rat, mouſe, mole, urchin, and bat, 5 = 
| is all, the 


MoP: | 
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Moſt of the öirds, native or migratory, in the northern 


58 Mm parts of Scotland, are to be found here. Of the firſt kind, 
rn idge, black. ook, ring dov 
en are grous, partri ge, black-cock, ring dove, raven, roo ö 
p I Ro. Of the laſt, the wood-cock *, pied-oyſter-catcher, nor- 
12 thern · di ver, goat-ſucker, &c. The capercallie appears to 
add, fur. give been once a native bird of this country, but is now ex- 
o years. . 
park at af. | | 
, Vol.. XX. 30 | _ CRoes 
nmit of „„ | 5 
the li. q * A woodcock, ſuppoſed to have been bred here, was fot upon the 12th 
in their WM of Auguſt. ; 
the i. f There is a curious proof of the capercallie formerly being in this. 
vort. eighbourhood, in a letter from King James, in 1617, to the Earl of Tulli- 
bardine, anceſtor to the Duke of Atholl. A copy of it cannot fail to amuſe 
„It izle reader. 
f Dun- ö he JAMES, ; | 
On od Right truſtie, and right well beloved coſen and counſellor, We greet 
bo well. Albeit, Our knowledge of your dutiful affection to the good of 
* early | Our ſervice, and your countries credite, doeth fufficientlie perſuade us that 
d y ſells } you will earneſtlie endeavour yourſelf to expreſs the ſame be all meanes in 
3 from MW jour power; yet there being ſome things in that behalf requiſite, which 
J. + WHT fee, notwithſtanding, of ſo meane moment, as in that regaird, both you 
dark in x 17 . 
mud others might neglect the fame, if Our love and care of that Our native 
ff and | kingdom, made Us not the more to trie their nature and neceſſity, and ac- 
deſired MJ cordingly to give order for preparation of every thing that may in any fort 
1 import the honour and credite thereof, Which conſideration, ard the 
known commoditie yee have to provide, capercalites and ternuigauntis. have 
YT 3H voved Us very earneſtlie to requeſt you, to employ both your oune paines 
N nud the travelles of your friendis, for proviſion of each kind of the ſaidis 
15 ſpe- N ſoules, to be now and then ſent to Us be way of preſent, be meanes of Our 
Leputy theſaurer ; and fo as the firſt ſent thereof may meet us on the 
Igth of April, at Durham, and the reſt as we ſhall happen to meet and ran- . 


Tis pa- ' counter them in other places, on our way from thence to Berwick. The 

mitie of theſe foules will both make their eſtimation the more pretious, 

and confirm the good opinion conceaved of the good ch ra e to be had there, 

For which reſpectis, not doubting but that yee will fo m 1ch the more ear- 

neſtlie endeavour yourſelf to give Us good ſatisfaction a zent the premiſes, | 
5 yee will do Us acceptable ſervice, We bid you fa er tell. At White: 

tall, the 14th Marche, 1619.” 


rought 3 


, Wea- 
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CRoys AND CULTURE. 


Till within theſe few years, the ſtate of agriculture in 
this pariſh was extremely rude. Four horſes were often 
ſeen working abreaſt in the ſame plough. and the driver in 
front of them, walking backwards. The plough was of 1 
clumſy conſtruction, with unwieldy wooden mould-boards, 
The farmer, whatever the ſtate of the weather was, obſti. 
nately adhered to the immemorial practice of beginning to 


plough on Old Candlemas Day, and to ſow on the 20th of 


March. Summer fallow, turnip crops, and ſown graſs, were 
unknown; ſo were com poſt dunghills, and the purchaſing of 
lime. Clumps of bruſh wood, and heaps of ſtones, every 


where interrupted and deformed the fields. The cuſtomary 
rotation of their general crops was, 1. Barley; 2. Oats; 
3. Oats; 4. Barley; and each year they had a part of the | 


farm employed in raiſing flax. The operations reſpecting 
theſe took place in the following ſucceſſion. They began 


on the day already mentioned to ib the ground, on which | 
they intended to ſow barley, that is, to draw a wide fur- 


row, ſo as merely to make the land, as they termed it, red. 


In that ſtate this ground remained, till the fields aſſigned to | 
oats were ploughed and ſown, This was in general accom- | 


pliſhed by the end of April. The farmer next proceeded 


to prepare for his flax crop, and to ſow it, which occupied 


him till the middle of May, when he began to harrow, and 
dung, and ſow, the ribbed barley land. This laſt was ſome- 
times not finiſhed till the month of June. 

It was not difficult for an enlightened obſerver to trace 
the cauſes which produced and had perpetuated this rude 
ſtate of agricultural practice. Where there are burdenſome 
ſervices 10 be performed by the tenant; where there is no 
incloſing, and no winter herding ; where leaſes are ſhort, 
and where the farm of one tenant conſiſts of diſconnected 
patches, 
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patches, lying interſperſed with the patches of other tenants, 
it is impoſſible that in any caſe agriculture ſhould advance 
in improvement“. Some of theſe obſtacles exiſted in Dow- 
ally, and the Duke of Atholl, who is the ſole proprietor of 
the pariſh, ſaw, and ſought to remove them. It is pleaſing 
to add, that his Grace's plans for this purpoſe have been 
ſucceſsful, and that while his rent has been conſiderably 
heightened, both the face of the country, and the condition 
of the tenantry, have been at the ſame time ſenſibly melio- 
rated; | | 

The new arrangements reſpecting the crops and the cul- 
ture of the pariſh, drew their efficacy from the five follow- 
ing rules, which they eſtabliſhed { x. That each tenant ſhould 
have the fields of his farm contiguous to each other, and be 
encouraged to incloſe them : 2. That all burdenſome ſervices 
ſhould be aboliſhed : 3. That ſheep ſhould be excluded from 
the low grounds in winter: 4. That leaſes of due length 
ſhould be granted: And, 5. That a proper rotation of crops 
ſhould be preſcribed. . 

In conſequence of theſe rules being adopted in the laſt 
leaſes, each farmer now feels himſelf at liberty to cultivate 
his little poſſeſſion, ſafe from the riſk of interference or diſ- 
pute with his neighbours, or from the hurt of being poached 
by their catttle. He has no ſervice to perform to the pro- 
prietor, but the eaſy one, of driving 12 cwt. of coals fwm 
Perth to Atholl Houſe for each ploughgate yearly. He has 
a leaſe, (extending to 19 or 21 years), which allows and en- 

courages 


* The Highlander lahdurs under other general diſadvantages in this re- 
ſpect. Having little intercourſe with the low country, he has few op- 
portunities of ſeeing the improved modes of culture practiſed there; and 
eren when he does caſually ſee them, his ignorance of the language cr 
the improver ptevents his gaining any minute or benefclal acquaintance 
th them. 
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courages him to apply all his {kill and capital to the culti. 
vation of his farm, from the confidence it gives him, that he 
will have an opportunity of enjoying the fruits of their ap- 


plication. In conſequence of the laſt rule particularly, he | 


has the produce of his white crops materially increaſed, and 


what he never had before the command of, winter and | 


fpring provender for his cattle. . 


The rotation of crops which theory might ſhew would be 
the moſt perfectly ſuited to the ſoil, cannot be reduced to | 
practice from the ſmallneſs of the farms. But the beſt law | 
of rotation has been given them which they are able to a 
bear. It is ſtipulated as the leading regulation, that one- 
fifth part of each farm ſhall be always in clover and rye. 
graſs, and another in ſummer fallow, or ſome green crop. 8 


The reſt of the ground is left to white crops and flax. 


The tenants were themſelves aſtoniſhed at the firiking I 
effect of the alteration in their mode of culture, and they 5 


became zealous to proſecute the advantages preſented by 
Stones, bruſhwood, wet, and waſte ſpots, 5 
which had exifted for ages, to the reproach of the farmer, 
and the loſs of the public, began to diſappear ; and it is not 


their leaſes. 


now to be doubted, that a few years will ſee them com- : 


oats, which yielded formerly not more than 4 bolls, Tl 


now 8. B:rley may be eſtimated at nearly the ſame rate 
"off produce. From a peck of flax-ſeed ſown, there are, on : 
an average, 3 ſtones (Dutch weight) of dreſſed flax. Each b 
tenant. of a Af ploughgate ſows 8 pecks of flax-ſeed ir ö 


They begin iow to keep their own feed for ſowing, and 1 


pletely ſwept from the face of the country. A greater 
ftretch of improvement has taken place during the laſt 15 
years,'than during a century preceding. : 

The light ſandy ſoil of the haughs bears plentiful crops of I 
turnip. Potatoes yield in general 30 bolls per acre, and 
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find it little, if at all, inferior to that which is imported. 


Their crop of it is always beſt after graſs. - 

No great proportion of the oats and barley raiſed in the 
pariſh are ſold. The rents are paid almoſt exclufively from 
the price of the yarn ſpun by the women during winter *, 

When the farmer is not employed in the culture of his 


crop, he 1s employed through a great part of the ſummer in 
After the ſowing of his barley 1s finiſhed, 


providing fuel, 
which happens generally in the beginning of June, he goes 
to the moſs, with the whole men, women, children, and 
horſes, of the farm; nor is it before the middle or end of 
July that he is able, (though the time depends much on the 
nature of the ſeaſon, as favourable or unfavourable to the 
drying of the peats), to prepare and lead home a ſufficient 
quantity. Their moſſes are not at a great diſtance, and the 
roads to them are tolerably good, yet {till this is found a 
laborious, inconvenient, and, after all, a very precarious 
It ſeems probable that the farmers 
will ſoon ſee it for their advantage to drive coals from 
Perth, for a part, if not the whole, of the fuel they re- 


quire f. 
When 


» In ſpinuing, the women are very induſtrious and expert. Many of 
them uſe a wheel with two flyers; on one of this conſtruction they will 
{pin about a third more than on one with a ſingle flyer only. A ſpindle of 
yarn, of the rate of 2 hanks from the lb. coſts 1 s. 3d for the ſpinning ; and 
if at the rate of 6 hanks from the lh. it coſts 2s, In the one caſe, a woman 
ſpins $ hier a day, and in the other only 4. 

+ In wet ſeaſons the farmers are unable to procure a due ſupply for their 
This failure is felt in Dunkeld as well as here; 
for the poor there rely, in ſome meaſure, for fuel in the winter on the peats 
which are occaſionally for ſale from the farmer's ſurplus ſtock ; and when 
peats are ſcarce, they find coals too extravagantly high-priced for their ſlen- 
der finances. It would be of great benefit ta the poor of Dunkeld, if a ſo. 
ciety were formed fur purchaſing coals in ſummer, when they are at the 
lowelt price in Perth, and for laying them up, and ſelling them at the ori- 


ginal coſt in winter. This would be great charity at ſmall expence. 
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When the peats of the year are ſtored up, the hay. hat veſt 
begins. By the middle of Auguſt, or earlier, the flax is 
ready to be pulled, and the ripling, watering, and preparing 
it for the mill, occupies all hands till the 15th or 2oth of 
September, when the barley is ripe for cutting. The la- 
bours of reaping and houſing their crops now commence, 
and they proceed till they are cloſed by the raiſing of the 
potatoes, in the end of October or beginning of November. 
From this time, till they begin to rib the ground for their 
barley crop in ſpring, the men have no ſeverer employment 


than thraſhing for daily uſe the ſcanty quantity of ſtraw | 
which the cattle require, and for carrying to them what | 


other provender their improved cultivation has enabled 
them to preſerve for that ſeaſon. 


Excepting the barony of Dalcapon, all the lands in the |} 
pariſh are thirled to the mill of Dowally. The multure | 
paid is 6 lippies of WE for the boll, and 1 lippie beſides | 


to the miller. 


Oar Woops. 


The computed extent of the oak woods has been already 
ſtated. The Duke of Atholl cauſes his woods to be cut 
every 25th year only. Other neighbouring proprietors cut 
theirs every 20th year. The value of oak woods has in- 
creaſed of late very rapidly. In this pariſh there is a re- 
markable inſtance of this. The wood of Gauy, at 3 ſuc- 
ceſſive ſales, within a period of 50 years, reckoning from 
the date of the firſt to the date of the laſt ſale, was diſpoſed 
of by roup at the following prices: 1ſt Sale, L. 166; 


2d Sale, L.551; and 3d Sale, L. 1262. In ſome caſes, the 
price has been equal to L. 54 per acre; but the average 
price per acre may be rated at L. 40. This affords a bigh 
rent far the ground, even for every year during which it 
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has been unproductive. At the laſt ſale of Gauy, this rent 
was not leſs than L. 2, 105, per acre. 5 

The cutting of oak woods begins about the middle of 
May, and is finiſned by the middle of July. Old trees are 
peeled before they are cut down, to prevent the loſs of 
bark, which might otherwiſe happen in the act of cutting. 
Men employed in peeling have 18. a- day, and women 7d. 
The bark in this neighbourhood, after ſupplying the tan- 


yards in Dunkeld, is ſold to Perth, Forfar, and Dundee. It 


ells ſo high as Is. 3 d. a ſtone *. 


RIVER AND Loch. 
The rent of the ſalmon-fiſhing in the Tay, oppoſite to 
this pariſh, may be rated at L. 27 Sterling. The ſalmon 


caught here are ſold to Perth, and from thence are ſent to 


the London market. The following are the prices paid, of 
late years, for them per Ib. viz. early in ſpring, 8d.; in 
April, 6 d.; in May, 4 d.; and during the remainder of the 
ſeaſon, 3 d. The average weight of a Tay ſalmon here is 
18 lb. Dutch weight. One, however, was caught which 
weighed 63 lb. 3 oz. | 

Some years ago, muſſels were gathered in the bed of the 
tiver in conſiderable numbers, for the ſake of the pearls 
they contained. Crowds of people were ſeen daily wander- 
ing in ſearch of them. But a London dealer, who had pur- 
chaſed the pearls, becoming bankrupt, with the price in his 
hands, the ſpirit of this traffic was damped, and has not 
again revived, Several pearls then found were ſold for 
10 8. 6d. and one brought 13s. 

Loch Ordie abounds with trout and eel. It is a favourite 
relort of anglers from Dunkeld, who have often agreeable 
reaſon to remember the amuſement which its banks afford, 

PRICE 


* Bark, after it was thrown from the tan-pits in Dunkeld, was for ſome 
ime employed as a manure, but was found not to ſuit the foil here, It is 
dow uſed by the poor as fuel. 
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Price or WaGES and PRODUCE. that a 
quantit 


The price of butchers meat, and other articles of provi. quence 
ſion, may be reckoned at the fame rates here as in Dun. his the 
keld, it being the only market for them to which the pa- 
riſhioners can go. Of grain, the prices per boll are, for 
barley, 15 8.; for oats and for peaſe, 14 8.; for meal, 15s. was en 
Wool is ſold at different rates, from 6s. to L. 1 per ſtone; WM depopi 
peats at I's. 3 d. per cart. Of wages, the rate is for a man- be fen 
ſervant from L. 8 to L. 10 per annum; and of a woman, 8 
from L. 3 to L. 4; of a maſon, xs. 6d. a-day; of a tailor, ">. 
6 d. with his meat; of a man during harveſt, 15.; and ofa | 
woman at that time, 6d. both with their meat. | 


rude p1 
manuf: 


circum 
compe 
facturi 


PROGRESS OF MANNERS, &c. 
of valr 


In 1778, there were not 4 houſes in the pariſh where tea 
was uſed; now, (in 1798) it is uſed in every houſe, 
Then, there was not a hat worn by any of the tenants, or 
their ſervants ; now, there are many. Then, there was not 
one black cap; now, all the women wear them. Then, 
the gowns of the women were camblet, and their aprons 
woollen; now, the gowns are of printed linen, and the 
aprons of white muſlin. Then, many of the men wore the | | 
| 1. : 1 Dowa 
philibeg ; now, there are none who do ſo. Then, allot . 
them had tartan hoſe ; now, all have ſtockings. Then, in pats 
ſhort, the whole articles of the dreſs of the people were wha: 
.home-made, excepting their bonnets, and a few ſhoes; now, 268 
they are all bought from the merchants of Dunkeld. | 
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GENERAL REMARKS. aultiv. 

It may be thought that the ſize of the farms in this pa- MI tvatic 
riſh might be enlarged with advantage to the proprietor; ., we 


for that fewer, both of men and horſes than are at preſent Wl oper 
employed, would be equal to the cultivation of the ſoil, and Vo 
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that a reduction of their number would permit a greater 
quantity of rude produce to go to market, and by conſe- 
quence a higher rent to be paid, But there is a miſtake in 
this thonght. The preſent rent 1s paid, not from the ſale of 
rude produce, but from the ſale of a part of that produce, 
manufactured by houſehold labour. If the ſize of the farms 
was enlarged, there is no doubt that from the conſequent 
depopulation, an increaſed quantity of rude produce would 
be ſent to market, but then the quantity of manufacturing 
houſehold labour would, from the ſame .cauſe, be diminiſh-— 
ed, Now, it is apprehended, that the gain from the former 
circumſtance would not do more (if it did fo much) than 
compenſate the loſs ſuſtained by the latter. For the mann- 
facturing labour, it will be found, adds ſo great an increaſe 
of value to the rude produce, as will not only ſupport the 
expence of the greater number of individuals who exert it, 
but alſo the want of the price of that increaſed quantity of 
produce which would be raiſed by their removal. In the pre- 
{ent ſtate of things, therefore, no material riſe of rent could 
be expected by the proprietor, from the enlargement of the 
tze of farms in this pariſh, _ | | 

As to the Highlands in general, for it does not reſpect 
Dowally, the public, as well as the proprietors, would de- 
rive ſignal advantage, not ſo much from the enlargement 
of old farms, as from the formation of new ones. Immenſe 
tracts of ground in ſome diſtricts, and ſmall patches in 
others, may be found, which never felt the impreſſion of 
either the ſpade or the plough. Every where let theſe be 
cultivated. Perhaps the plan which would ſecure this cul- 
tivation of theſe waſte grounds moſt ſpeedily and univerſal- 
ly, would be for proprietors to offer portions of them, of a 
aroper extent, in leaſe, free of rent for ſome years, and af- 


Vol. XX. 1 terwards 
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terwards at a rent gradually riſing, to ſuch as would engape 
to cultivate them according to preſcribed regulations, 


Were the leaſe made of conſiderable length, and transfer. } 


able by the tenant, after he had improved the ground, on 
his taking a new lot, the plan would not fail to be eagerly 
embraced; and if it were ſo, great and manifold benefits 
would reſult ; emigration would be prevented ; the popu- 


lonſneſs of the Highlands would increaſe; the value of | 


eſtates would be raiſed, (and this not merely in proportion 


to the increaſed value of waſte ground made arable, but in | 
proportion to the increaſed value which paſture grounds | 
would receive, from the additional winter food for cattle, | 
which would be obtained); a greater quantity of ſubſiſtence | 


would thus, too, be produced for the community *. 


HinTs roR IMPROVEMENTS IN AGRICULTURE. 


The ſtipulations mentioned formerly as inſerted in the 


leaſes, are all judicious; it would be beneficial to add the 


following: 1. That a ſpecified extent of ground ſhould be 


well incloſed, and regularly and carefully cultivated as a 
In this the tenant could make, on a ſmall | 
ſcale, experiments, to be afterwards, if ſucceſsful, applied to 


kitchen garden, 


his fields. The produce of it would greatly improve the 
diet of the people. 2. That no ſtraw ſhould be employed 


1h 


* Under this article, reſpecting improvements in agriculture, it ought to 
be mentioned, that the Duke of Atholl has inſtituted on his eſtate plough- 
ing matches, where premiums in money, or medals which were ſtruck for 
the purpoſe, with appropriate emblems and inſcriptions, are beſtowed on 
the ſucceſsful competitors, This is the beginning, merely, of an extenſive 
ſcheme which his Grace has formed, for encouraging limilar competitions 
of (kill and induſtry in all the branches of agricultural occupations, both in 
the houſe and the field. 
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in thatching houſes. Thatching with it waſtes the ſupply 
of provender which they have for their cattle. Flax is a 
more durable material for this purpoſe, when properly ap- 
plied to the roof, and ultimately leſs expenfive. The Sta- 
titical Account of Kilmarnock, publiſhed in this work, con- 
tains ſome uſeful information on this point. 3. The trifling 
ſervice to which the tenants are bound, and the caſualties 
they pay in kind, ſhould, at their option, be commutable 
into money. The propoſal for this commutation proceeds 
on a principle which ought never to be forgotten or depart- 
ed from, viz. that every tenant ſhould poſſeſs the conſtant 
and the unfettered command of his time, labour, and 

lock. | 
The diſtinction of outfield and infield ſhould be aboliſhed. 
The following plan promiſes to effect this abolition ſpeedi- 
ly, and not only without loſs during the time of executing 
it, but with great gain afterwards. Let the inſield be em- 
ployed ſolely in raifing green horſe-hoed crops, and let the 
manures made on the farm, or purchaſed, be applied to the 
outfield. On the latter, as it is in general overrun with an- 
aual weeds, and in bad tilth, the farmer ſhould begin his 
train of culture by ſummer· fallowing. This ſummer-fallow 
he ſhould lime. Then, in ſucceeding years, let him adopt 
this courſe of crops : x. Oats; 2. Peaſe, or potatoes, or tur- 
up, which muſt be horſe-hoed; 3. Barley and graſs ſeeds ; 
4. Hay; 5. (And if poſſible 6.), Paſture. In this courſe 
there is no expenſive outlay, and the loſs of one crop, on 
ſuch proportion as in any one year may be fallowed, will 
be amply compenſated by the meliorating influence the fal- 
low produces, not on the firſt crop only which ſucceeds it, 
but on ſeveral crops to come. A Swediſh gentleman, of 
great agricultural experience and ſkill, told the compiler of 
this paper, that after many trials reſpecting the moſt bene- 
ficial 
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ficial mode of cropping his grounds, he had reſorted to the 
practice of fallowing his fields every ſecond year. This 
practice, he added, not only had enabled him to ſubdue the 
tendency of the ground to be covered with annual weeds, 


(a tendency which, in Sweden, is peculiarly ſtrong), but | 
gives him, at an average, a better return from the one crop | 
which he takes, than any of his neighbours have, on equally 


good ſoil, in their two crops without” fallow. Fa: 
Change of ſeed could not fail to be highly beneficial as 
an improvement in the farming of Dowally. In the 


change of ſeed, the farmer ſhould attend particularly to this | 


cotifideration, that that new ſeed will thrive beſt with him, 
which he gets from a climate and ſoil oppoſite in nature to 
his own. | | 


As foon as his white crops are removed from the fields | 
to the barn-yard, he ought to begin to plough them. By 
this plan he will find the labours of the ſpring made more : 


eaſy, and the ground will be reduced to a finer tilth, and at 


the ſame time fertilized by the effects of the winter's froſts. ; 
Often, in the Highlands, the ground receives but one fur- 5 
row, after lying unploughed till March or April. This 


happens even if the ground is lee. Where this is the prac- 
ice, no one need be ſurpriſed to ſee it in bad tilth, prolific 
ot weeds, and yielding a more abundant crop of graſs than 
of the grain that happens to be ſown on it. 


a3 the violent winter rains would waſh off the ſoil. In eve- 
ry other caſe, it will not fail to be beneficial, and to increaſe 
the quantity of produce, | 

The time of towing the different grains ought to be more 
early in the ſeaſon than it is at preſent. Able agricultu- 
riſts are of opinion, that little hazard would attend oats 


or barley, even if they were ſown in autumn. They 
| are 


In very ſteep 8 
grounds, indeed, autumnal tillage ſhould not be attempted, } 
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are thought to be ſufficiently hardy to withſtand the ſeveri- 
ties of the winter. But whatever ſolidity may be in this 
opinion, (which might and ought to undergo the teſt of ex- 
peri:nent), it ſeems certain, that they would be ſafe if ſown 
in February, or early in March. If they were ſown at that 
early period of the ſpring, one great advantage would reſult, 
they would ripen at an earlier period of autumn, and thus 
the inconveniences and loſſes of a late harveſt would be 
avoided. | Beſides, long and general experience has proved, 
that the grain of a crop which has been early ſown and ear- 
ly ripened, 1s better than that of a crop which in both theſe 
reſpects has been later. 

The Blainſlie oats, the Friefland, which ripens 3 weeks 
earlier than the Blainſlie, but is ſhaken more eafily, and the 
Tartarian, which, though rather later than the other two, 
is more prolific than either, and reſiſts the moſt ſhaking 
winds ; theſe oats ought to be preferred to all other for ſeed 
in this climate and ſoil. 

Four rowed barley, and the 6 rowed where it can be pro- 
cared, are ſuperior to the double-rowed, for Dowally; and 
winter rye ſhould be ſown in place of ſpring rye. The for- 
mer yields the richeſt crop, the grain 1s better, and the 
ſtraw ſtronger. 

Wheat ſhould not be attempted in this ſoil. 

Vetches may be ſown on a barley or oat-{tubble, if the 
field can be prepared for them by the middle of September. 
They will afford a convenient ſupply of green provender, 
at a time when it is much needed, and if turnip follows 
them, the farmer, in the courſe of two years, will have from 
the field three crops. 

Ruta baga, or Swediſh turnip, ought to be introduced, as 
a molt valuable plant, It thrives with the ſame culture as 
the common turnip. Being a biennis, it never flowers the 

firſt 
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firſt years It is heavier, and the ſame quantity of conſe. 
quence goes farther as food. It ſtands the ſevereſt froſt 
without injury, and in February, March, and April, never 


fails to be in ſound order for uſe. The foliage makes z 


good ſubſtitute for greens to the table, till the plant flowers 
in the ſecond year, and even after it has ſhot, the root re- 
mains ſolid and palatable. Laſt winter (1799-8) the com- 


piler of this paper pulled a number of theſe turnips, and left | 
them expoſed in the open air till the month of March, and 


found them perfectly uninjured. What were allowed to 


remain in the ground threw out a luxuriant foliage early, | 


and the roots, even till the degianiag of May, retained their 
firmneſs and taſte. 

Mangel - wurzel, or root of ſcarcity, promiſes alſo to be 8 
uſeful green crop. It is a variety of the garden beet, but 
_ preferable to them as an article of food for cattle. Laſt ſea- 
ſon 'a quantity of the ſeed of this plant was ſown in drills, 
In the middle of theſe, a ſingle drill of red beet, and another 
of white beet, was planted, and it was evident that they and 
the mangel-wurzel were plants of the ſame claſs. The 
leaves of the latter were cut four times in the courſe of the 
ſeaſon, and were moſt greedily devoured both by pigs and 
milch-cows. In autumn, the roots, though leſs than thoſe 
of ſuch as had not been cut at all, were ſtill of conſiderable 
ſize. They do not ſtand a ſevere froſt. 

Red yams, which yield Jarge crops in almoſt every ſoil, 
and in all climates, ought to be tried. If planted in April, 
they may be raiſed in October. Cattle eat them with ſuch 
voracity, that it is not ſafe to give them a full feed of them 
at once. Cow-feeders, in Edinburgh, prefer them to almoſt 
every other food for their milch-cows. 

Potatoes it is unneceſſary to recommend. Their value is 
already fully felt. It may be hinted, however, that the 
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practice of raiſing them by lazy beds ought not to be em- 
ployed, when they are to be planted on new or wild ground. 
The ſpade reclaims ſuch ground better than the plough, and 
if the ſurface is rough with herbage, the expence of dung is 
ſaved. | | 
Irrigation, or the watering of paſture and heath grounds, 
ſhould be tried, wherever it is practicable. The operation 
is eaſy, not expenſive, and will have certain ſucceſs in im- 
proving graſs and extirpating heath. The Dowally farmer 
ſees proof of this ſucceſs before him. On the eaſt end of a 
little iſland, near Kilmorich, there is always a better and 
more luxuriant ſward of graſs than on any other part of it, 
and the obvious cauſe of the ſuperiority 1s, that that end 1s 
occaſionally overflowed by the Tay, which happens to 
form, from the ſituation of the place, when the river is 
high, a ſheet of till water upon it. It is no objection to 
the plan in queſtion, that the Tay and the Tumble often 
overflow part of the haughs near their banks, and inſtead of 
improving, deſolate them, by depoſiting the gravel they 
have torn from the mountains. The plan does not recom- 
mend the employment of torrents for its purpoſes. It re- 
commends the making water to ſtagnate, for a time, on le- 
vel grounds, and to draw furrows along grounds that ſlope, 
in which the water may be led in very ſlender ſtreams, and 
which it may be made to overflow at ſuch points, and in 
ſuch quantity, as, without breaking it, to irrigate or moiſten 
the whole ſurface “. 


As 


Much minute and uſeful information on this ſubject, is to be found in 
2 pamphlet publiſhed at the deſire of the Highland Society of Scotland, by 
Dr Smith of Campbelton. Every Highland farmer ought to purchaſe and 
peruſe this pamphlet. | 
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As the deficiency of artificial manures is one of the great. 
eſt diſad vantages under which this pariſh labours, great 
pains ſhould be taken to collect materials for making and 
increaſing them. In no quarter of Scotland is due attention 
paid to this; it is not therefore to be expected in the High. 
lands. A proper ſituation ſhould be choſen for the dung. 
hill, ſo as that the drainings may be collected into a refer. 
voir, out of which they ſhould be carefully, from time to 
time, thrown upon it. Putrid water from ſtagnant pools 
and ditches, and the weeds growing in them, ſhoald be mix- 
ed with peat-earth and lime, into a compoſt. If whins, 


heath, ragwort, thiſtles, docks, coarſe graſs, and all that mul- 
titude of uſeleſs and injurious weeds which are ſeen by eve- | 
Ty way- ſide, and along every hedge, are cut, and burnt in | 


cloſe fires, it will be found that the aſhes of them are va- 


luable for the ſame purpoſe. 80 is ſpent tanner's bark, de- 
cayed vegetables, ſoap-ley, and many other articles which, . 
becauſe each ſingly ſeems of a trifling moment, are neglect- 


ed by the farmer, though the beſt effects would ariſe from . 
the maſs of manure which the whole, when carefully mix- 
ed, would form, in addition to what is cuſtomarily produced 


on the farm. Ex minimis maxima. 


HINTS Fok IMPROVEMENT ON LIVE-Srock. 


The farms are in general overſtocked with horſes. Many 
of theſe might be diſpoſed of, and oxen ſubſtituted, to the 
number neceſſary, in their ſtead. Oxen are fit for all the 
operations of a Dowally farm, would be leſs expenſive to 
keep, and would not fall off in value during the years it 


might be proper to work them. 
There 
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There is frequently a want of milk for the rearing of 
alves in ſpring. No ſubſtitute can be found ſo nutritive as 
his natural food to the young animal, but any ſubſtitute 
which will help to preſerve the life of ſome who might 
without it be loſt, or which will ſave milk to the family, 
when neceſſary for making butter or cheeſe, is valuable. 
lay tea, or a ſtrong decoction of hay, anſwers this purpoſe 
better than any other. In ſpring 1796, the compiler of this 
aper reared 10 calves; and in ſpring and ſummer 1797, 
te reared 21, chiefly by the uſe of hay-tea, with ſuch a pro- 
wrtion of milk as could be ſpared from the produce of two 
cows, (which were all he had, and from which his family 
were ſupplied, at the ſame time, with cream and butter. 
To a calf of the largeſt Lothian breed, he generally began 
by giving from 3 to 4 pints a-day of milk, with as much 
hay-tea as it was diſpoſed to take. This was continued for 
8 days; for the next 8 days, the quantity of milk daily gi- 
ren with the hay-tea, was reduced to 2 pints; and for a 
third ſpace of 8 days, to x pint, after which it received 
hay-tea only. To a calf of the Highland breed, a ſmaller 
proportion of both milk and hay-tea would be required. 
for the hay-tea, the proportion of ingredients was 5 Ib. 
good hay to 6 pints of water. Theſe were boiled. (for 
boiling is to be preferred to ſteeping it), till che decockion 
mounted to about 4 pints. 

As the Duke of Atholl, by his new arrangements, ſtipu- 
ates that the ſheep ſhall remain during winter in the hill, 
it will be neceſſary to improve the preſent breed, or to in- 
noduce a new one, ſtronger and more hardy. Perhaps the 
former is moſt adviſable. The preſent ftock is habituated 
to the climate and the paſture, and their fize may be increa- 
ſed by a careful attention to fele& the beſt of them as 
breeders. 
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Hs rox IurxovEZM ENT of Oak Woops. 


The great body of the woods ſhould be ſurrounded with! 


a ſtone dyke, and no cattle ever permitted to enter them, 


This, at leaſt, is a good general rule, and ought never to be 
departed from, except in caſes where circumſtances render 


the purchaſe of paſture, however expenſive, abſolutely ne. : 
ceſſary. All vacant ſpaces ſhould be planted with woods 


ſuited to the ſoil. If this is done, and the ſtool of oak is of 5 


due cloſeneſs, the paſture in the wood muſt indeed be at 


leaſt but inſignificant. 


Probably 20 years is nearly the beſt period at which to 
cut oak woods. When at that age, the ſtocks, on an ave- 
rage, are about 14 inches in diameter, and then they ceaſe 
to ſend out young ſhoots. If the bark, therefore, is the 
principal ingredient in the value of the wood, a ſmall in- 
creaſe only in its quantity is to be expected after this, and | 
permitting the trees to ſtand longer, cannot be conſidered as : 


profitable, | | 


MIsSCELLANEOUs FACTS. 


The Gaelic language is ſpoken univerſally in this pariſh, | 
though all the people, at the ſame time, underſtand more or 
leſs perſe&ly the Engliſh. It is a curious fad, that the hills 
of King's Seat and Craigy Barns, which form the lower 
boundary of Dowally, have been for centuries the ſepara- Þ 
ting barrier of theſe languages. In the firſt houſe below 
them, the Engliſh is, and has been ſpoken ; and the Gaelic Y 


in the firſt houſe, (not above a mile diſtant), above them. 


The valued rent of the pariſh is L. 1390: 2: 2. The : 
real rent may amount to about L. 500. As the farms are 
of ſmall fize, not exceeding from L. 5 to L. 15 each of rent, 
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the tenants are very numerous. But it is equally honour- 
able to them and to their landlord, that for a long tract of 
years there have been no arrears on the day of payment. 


2d with In a ſand bank, by the ſide of the river, ſome particles 
r them. = of gold-duſt have been diſcovered. A few ſmall trinkets were 
er to be BMW made of it; but the quantity of gold is ſo ſmall, and the ex- 
render 


pence of extracting ſo great, that no attention is paid to the 


ely ne. tiſcovery. 

woods YI Near the village of Dowally, there are three large tones 
k is of ; landing, which appear to be the remains of a Druidical 
d be at WW circle. There are no other antiquities in the pariſh, 

MH There is at preſent here a girl who was born deaf, and is 
hich to umb. One cannot look at her without being ſurpriſed, by 
an ave- f that extent of knowledge ſne ſeems to have acquired, and 
y ceale without lamenting, at the ſame time, that public bene vo- 
„ is the BY lence has not yet, amid all its works of charity, erected a 
nall in- ſeminary, where the poor of that unfortunate claſs of our 
his, and fellow creatures to which ſhe belongs, may receive the bleſ- 
lered as WY ings of inſtruction. She is at preſent ſupported by the cha- 


ity of an excellent and reſpectable inhabitant of the periſh, 
to whom the helpleſs and the miſerable never applied in 
Vain, 


pariſh, Þ CHARACTER OF THE PEOPLE. 


more or 

he hills WM The people are hardy, laborious, temperate, and ſenſible, 
e lower BI They are regular and devout in their attendance on the 
ſepara - ordinances of religion; cheerful in their intercourſe with 
2 below each other; and humane to the needy. 

, Gaelic MW In a letter from the Reyerend Mr Niven of Dunkeld, it 
them. s faid, © I have this day (19th May 1798) remitted above 
„ Tie L. 100 Sterling to the Bank, as a voluntary contribution 
rms are from Dunkeld and Dowally for the ſupport of Govern- 
of rent, WM © ment, 1 think,” he adds with a natural and an affectionate 


the pride, 
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pride, in the ſpirit of his people, I think it is well, 
„hen it is conſidered, that there is not a proprietor cf 
land among the ſubſcribers.” 

It is a pleaſing circumſtance to the compiler of the Sta. 
tiſtical Account of theſe pariſhes, to conclude it by record. 
ing, in theſe times of national alarm and hazard, this me. 
morial of their loyalty and patriotiſm. 


NUMBER XXI. 


is well, | 
tetor of | 
Y STATISTICAL ACCOUNT 
the Sta- 
record. | oF THE 
his me. 3 
= TOWN AND PARISH OF THURSO, 
(Corr Axp PRESBYTERY or CAITHNESS, AND SYNOD 
| OF SUTHERLAND AND CAITHNESS.) 
Drawn up by the 
0 -vTHOR oF THE STATISTICAL ACCOUNT oF SCOTLAND. 
M. 


INTRODUCTION. 


AVING concluded the Statiſtical Account of Scot- 
land, with the hiſtory of my native pariſh, namely, 

that of Thurſo, in the county of Caithneſs, I have thought 
it proper to throw off ſome extra copies of that work, to be 
diſtributed among my friends, It was my intention, in- 
deed, to have drawn it up as a model for parochial reports, 
thould a general ſtatiſtical ſurvey, be ever again undertaken, 
in this, or in any other country. But, unfortunately, my 
time has been«ſo much occupied with a variety of public 
Vor. XX, 3 R | avocations, 


494 Statiſtical Account 


avocations, that it has not been in my power, notwithſtand. 
ing the valuable aſſiſtance of Major Roſe, of the Thurſo Vo. 
junteers, of Mr Nicolſon, the miniſter, of Dr John William. 
ſon, and of ſeveral other gentlemen, to collect all the mate. 
rials neceſſary for ſo extenfive a work. The reader, how. 
ever, will eaſily perceive, from the following ſketch, what I 
conſider to be the beſt plan of arrangement, for the ſtatiſtical 
account of any pariſh, more eſpecially where a town and a 
country diftrict are united. 


<—- 


2 N 1 * 5 2 2 4 


CHAP. I. PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


Sect. I. Origin of the Name.—To trace the origin of | 
the names, by which particular places are diſtinguiſhed, is 
undoubtedly more a matter of curioſity, than of real uſe. 
At the ſame time, as ſuch inquiries tend to throw light on 
the former ſtate, and the ancient hiſtory of a country, and 
at any rate, yield a pleaſing and innocent ſource of literary 
amuſement, they ought not to be neglected, in the ſtatiſtical 
account of a diſtri; and indeed no country of the ſame 
extent, furniſhes a more curious field of inveſtigation, in this 
reſpec, than Scotland, in conſequence of the variety of lan- 
guages,, from which the names of places have been derived; 
a coloured map explanatory of which, would give, at one 
glance, ſome idea of the great diverſity which prevails in 
this part of the iſland. Many of the names are undoubtedly 
modern Engliſh; but in the ſouthern part of Dumfries-ſhire, 
end on the coait of the Lothians, they are principally deri- 


ved from the old Saxon, Throngh the greater part of the reſt 
of 
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of Scotland, they are of Celtic extraction; but along the ſea- 
toaſt of Caithneſs, and throughout all the northern and ma- 
ny of the weſtern iſlands, they are evidently Daniſh, Nor- 
wegian, of Icelandic, different dialeQs of the ſame tongue, 
which was ſpoken by a variety of tribes or nations, who, in 
ancient times, diſturbed by their predatory attacks, and af- 
terwards held in their poſſeſſion, all that part of Scotland. 

The derivation of Thurſo, or more properly Thor;ſaa, as 
it is ſpelt by the Icelandic hiſtorians, is eaſily aſcertained. 
In that language, aa fignifies a great river, and it was in 
this pariſh, that the principal river in the neighbourhood, 
to which they had prefixed the name of their great deity 
Thor, flowed into the ſea. From the river, the ſame name 
extended itſelf to the town, which was built at its mouth, 
to the neighbouring bay, and to the ſurrounding diſtri, 
In the Gaelic, the town is called Iner, or Inver Thurſo, 
from its being ſituated at the mouth of the river, 


SECT. II. Situation and Extent, —The town of Thurſo 
is ſituated, on the north-weſt fide of the coaſt of Caithneſs, 
at the top of a ſpacious and beautiful bay, where the river 
Thurſo runs into it. The figure of the pariſh 1s irregular, 
as will appear from the annexed map. The great body of 
the pariſh is bounded by the pariſh of Olrig, on the ſouth- 
caſt; by Halkirk, on the ſouth, and ſouth-weſt; by the 
ocean, to the north, and eaſt; and by the pariſh of Reay, 
on the weſt, There is alſo a ſeparate diſtri, called Dora- 
ry, which, though at a conſiderable diſtance from "Thurſo, 
forms a part of the pariſh. The ſhape of the great body 
of the pariſh will appear from the annexed map. 


SECT. III. Scenery in the neighbourhood. The ſcenery 
round Thurſo is truly grand and pictureſque. On one ſide, 
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a ſpacious bay, formed, on the eaſt, by the bold and lofty 
promontory. called Dunnet-Head; and on the weſt, by Hol- 
burn-Head; both which cover the bay from the tremendous 
waves of the Pentland Frith. Theſe, with ſtorms of wind 
from the weſt, or from the north, beat with dreadful vio- 
lence againſt thoſe head-lands, and preſent an awful proſpect 
to the eye. On the oppoſite fide of Pentland Frith, in view 
of Thurſo, at the diſtance of eight leagues, the Hoy Hills 
in Orkney, riſing gradually from the ſummit of a range of 
rocks, of tremendous height, which overhang the ſea, rear 
their majeſtic heads, and contribute greatly to the. grandeur 
of the proſpect. 

At the bottom of this beautiful bay, where the river 
"Thurſo falls into the ſea, the town ſtands. Between the 
town and Holburn-Head, in the weſtern fide of the bay, is 
the anchoring ground, known by the name of Scrabſter- | 
Road, which is {kirted by a beautiful green bank, in form 
of a creſcent, extending from the town to the extremity oft 
the point of Holburn-Head. The country to the weſt, ſouth, J 8 
and eaſt of the town, rifes, by a gentle acclivity, to the I 


extent of ſome miles; and the intermediate fpace preſents a deg: 
rich proſpe& of well cultivated fields and pleaſant villas. thor 
then 


Thurſo Eaſt, anciently called Thurſo Caſtle, once the reſi- 
gence of the Earls of Caithneſs, now the ſeat of Sir John ; ry c. 
Sinclair of Ulbſter, Baronet, ſtands on the eaſtern fide of the 
river, nearly oppoſite to the town, which, with the improve- 
ments, which are extenfive, and Harold's Tower, ſtanding at 
the north-eaſt extremity, gives a pleaſant variety to the ſcene. 


SECT. IV. Sea-Coafſt.—The coaſt, in general, through- 
out the pariſh, is rocky ; but Thurſo Bay, towards Scrab- 
ſter, is ſandy. Near Scrabſter, below flood-mark, there 15 
abundance of freeſtone of excellent quality. The rocky 


part of the coaſt is whinſtone, which, in many parts, ma) 
be 
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be raiſed in blocks of any dimenſions, and ſo regular in 
ſhape, that when uſed in building, they reſemble aiſler 
work of freeſtone. 


SECT. V. Climate. — The air, for about eight months of 
the year, is keen and piercing, but pure and healthy. The 
ſummer months are pleaſant, and in June, there is ſcarcely 


any darkneſs, the reflection of the ſun in the Atlantic, be- 


ing viſible for the ſhort period he drops below the horizon. 
Even at midnight, one with tolerable fight, may read 
without candle-light, The weather in general is dry, un- 
leſs when the wind blows from the eaſt, or the ſouth-weſt, 


which frequently brings rain. No regular table of the 
weather has, unfortunately, been kept in the neighbourhood. 


CHAP. II. HISTORY AND STATE OF THE TOWN. 


SECT. I. Origin and ancient Hiflory—The ancient hi- 


tory of the town of Thurſo, cannot now be traced with any 
degree of certainty ; but it appears from the Icelandic au- 
thors, who are amongſt the moſt ancient, and the moſt au- 
thentic, of the northern hiſtorians, that it was a place of ve- 
ry conſiderable trade and conſequence many centuries ago; 


though, from its being ſo much expoſed to the depredations 


of the Norwegian and Daniſh pirates, it muſt have often 
ſuffered from their attacks. There is reaſon indeed to be- 
lieve, that the commerce of the county of Caithneſs in ge- 
neral, and of Thurſo in particular, was formerly of much 
greater importance than at preſent. It appears from 
Skene's Account of the Aſſize of David King of Scotland, 
that the common and equal pondus Catbaniæ, or the weight 
of Caithneſs, was ordered to be obſerved in buying or ſelling 
wer all Scotland, which could not have been the caſe, had 
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not Caithneſs, in old times, been diſtinguiſhed for the ex- 
tent of its commercial tranſactions, of which Thurſo was 
probably the centre. Its happy ſituation, indeed, at the 
mouth of a large river, diſtinguiſhed for its valuable ſalmon- 
fiſhery, with a natural harbour for ſmall veſſels, and ſur- 
rounded by a fertile country, muſt have rendered it, as ſoon 
as the province in which it was ſituated came to be well in- 
habited, a place of conſiderable moment. 


Ser. II. Modern Hiſtory.— Thurſo was never erected 


into a royal borough, nor even into a borough of barony, 
ſo far as it can now be traced, until a royal charter was 
granted for that purpoſe, in the year 1633, by © which it 
« was entitled to all the privileges, immunities, and ju- 
„e riſdictions, belonging to a free borough of barony in 
« Scotland.” No particular event, connected with the hi- 
ſtory of this town, deſerves to be commemorated, with the 
exception, perhaps, of one or two incidents which are nar- 
rated in the ſucceeding ſection. 


SECT. III. Remarkable Occurrences, —There are few re- 
markable occurrences handed down by tradition. In the 
reign of Charles I. the Earl of Montroſe viſited Thurſo, ha- 
ving landed in Orkney, and the houſe where he lodged, 
now a ruin, is {till pointed out. 

In the ſpring of 1746, ſoon before the battle of Culloden 
was fought, a party of the rebel Highlanders, under the 
command of Lord Macleod, marched into Caithneſs, in the 
hopes of acquiring ſome addition to their force, But the 
gentlemen of property, nobly reſolved to preſerve their 
loyalty to the reigning Monarch, and, except a part of the 
land-tax, which the rebels compelled the landholders to pay 
to them, they gained nothing by coming to Caithneſs. For 


this, too, they paid dearly on their return; for being at- 
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tacked near Dunrobin Caſtle, when the men and officers 
were ſeparated, at croſſing a ferry near that place, moſt of 
the latter were obliged to ſurrender themſelves priſoners of 
war. 


Sect. IV. Public Buildings. — The church is the only 
public building in the town. It is built in the Gothic ſtyle, 
in the form of a croſs, and though not large, it is a ſubſtantial 
and commodious building. In the ſouth aifle, is the burying- 
place of the family of Sinclair of Murkle. The north aiſle 
belongs to the town excluſively. The reſt is poſſeſſed by 
the country heritors and their tenants, but very unequally 
indeed, and a diviſion of the church is very much wanted. 


Sect. V. Private Houſes —The number of private in- 
habited houſes in Thurſo, is from 320 to 350; and of theſe, 
above 20 houſes have been built within the laſt 5 years, ſome 
of them rather in a ſtyle of elegance for a country town. But 
it is to be regretted, that though the town appears to have 
been originally deſigned on a regular plan, yet it was early 
departed from, and the houſes, for the moſt part, are placed 
in the moſt confuſed manner. Sir John Sinclair, however, 
now propoſes to feu off a tract of ground on the ſouth ſide 
of the town, which will give ample ſcope to the inhabitants 
to extend the town, and muſt prove an ornament to the 
place, as the feuars, in the new town, are to be reſtricted to 
build according to a fixed plan. The propoſed ſituation is re- 
markably pleaſant, extending along the banks of the river, 
which at ſtream-tides is navigable for veſſels of 50 or 60 
tons burdens, the full length of the ground appropriated for 


building. Of courſe, the new town will poſſeſs every ad- 


vantage for trade which the old town enjoys, while, at the 
ſame time, it will be leſs expoſed to encroachment from the 
ſea, 
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CHAP. UT, CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT. 


SECT. I. Conſtitution of the Town.—The town holds of 
Sir John Sinclair as immediate ſuperior. It was originally 
erected into a borough of barony by King Charles I. in the 
year 1633, by a charter granted in favour of John, Maſter 
of Berrydale, Giving, granting, and diſponing to the bo- 
* rough, all and ſundry privileges, immunities, and juriſ- 
« dictions, belonging to a free borough of barony ; with 


full power to the ſaid John, Maſter of Berrydale, and 
5 his heirs, &c. to appoint and create bailies, counſellors, } 
* and other officers needful, within the ſaid borough, for 
the ruling and governing thereof; and ſicklike, with the 
«© power of holding weekly markets in the ſaid borough on 
Saturday; with five free fairs yearly, viz. the firſt on the | 
« feaſt of the Bleſſed Virgin, commonly called our Lady's | 
« Day, on the 25th day; and the next on the feaſt of St 
Peter's, commonly called St Peter's Day, on the 29th of | 
« Tune; the third on the feaſt of St Michael, commonly St ] 
« Michael's Day, on the 29th of September; and the 
| commonly called St | 


« fourth on the; feaſt of 
1 Day, on the day of 


« Each of the ſaid fairs to continue and endure for the f 
« ſpace of three days; and to collect, exact, and intromit a 
« with, and uplift the cuſtoms of the ſame, and to apply the 


“ ſame to their own uſes,” &c. 


The weekly markets are held on Friday, inſtead of Sa- 
turday, the day appointed by the charter of erection; and 
of the ſtated yearly fairs, that on St Peter's Day is the only } 


one which is kept; but the want of the other three is fully 
compenſated, by a great fair called the Marymas Market, 


which begins about the latter end of Auguſt, and continues | 
for ten days. Merchants, ſhopkeepers, and chapmen, from 
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various parts of Scotland, reſort to this fair, with goods to a 
large amount. It is alſo a market for horſes, butter, cheeſe, 
linen- cloth, and yarn, and other commodities of the growth, 
produce, and manufacture, of the country. But, of late 
years, ſince the merchants in the town have extended their 
trade, and enlarged their ſhops, and increaſed the number 
of articles they deal in, this market has not been ſo much 
frequented by ſtrangers as formerly. 


SEcT. II. Corporation and Magiſtrates.— The town was 
formerly governed by three bailies, and twelve counſellors, 
appointed by the ſuperior ; but, for many years paſt, the 
magiſtracy has been confined to two bailies and twelve 
counſellors. Theſe are not elected annually, but continue in 
office during the ſuperior's pleaſure. Perhaps it were bet- 
ter, that the magiſtrates were annually nominated by the 
faperior, from a leet preſented to him by the burgeſſes and 
inhabitants; at any rate, in terms of the charter, the num- 
ber of bailies ought to be increaſed to three, 


SecT. III. Armorial Bearings.—There are none ex- 
tant; but there is a town's ſeal, which is a St Andrew with 
his croſs. 


Sor. IV. Taxes and Revenues.— The town is valued in 
the ceſs-books of the county, at L. 666: 13: 4 Scotch mo- 
ney ; and the feuars pay a proportional part of the land- 
tax, correſponding to that valuation. They alſo pay cer- 
tain feu-duties to the ſuperior, chiefly in tallow. Theſe, 
with the public taxes, are all that the inhabitants are ſub- 
jetted to. As a corporation, the town has no revenue. 
The cuſtoms of the public markets and fairs, are let for a 
[mall yearly rent, which belongs to the ſuperior. 


VoL. XX. 38 CHAP. 


1 — cr Or 2 - > * 2 
. 2 Anh, te — 3 a2 any ganas rm oe S2 T e i 6 3 wage —— — = — 7 = 29 nn n — 24 £ — _ - 
1 S wr LAM. ym 5 pn 6 - I — n E — * er a; v 8 Gr 2 = © 5 --- x "*. Is 1 2 - bs RR — — 2 = = 2 = — —— : - © — 2 —— — — 
BEES ELSE rn ng, 3 2 . R — —— — * — TER AED LIE Le er IE - 29 : — 3s 2 = "» — — =: — ent be xg. S—_ I" — — p » 5 — Az 72 — - —.— = — —— 
e EE n 3 r ——— 2 = 12 5 —— : : * — —— = . 22 = — WISE ET — FRE — Oe. = — — — : 
SEC, L P> F 2 ET bIOCS — OE = : * ” : 2 2 1 2 =” by - _-_ 2 VI ä —— — - = 
WL : SE 2 < — = ”.- + 7 . — 2 2 ke B * 7 2 . — > £ 2 e — — 2 — — < > s 2 = 
. * A ou; + > 8 n rY "4, uy 2 HET 9 a TE 3 oe SIR - Fog — * IN 3 8 : . £ — — — > : SET — — — 
— 8 o F 8 3 = 2 r 2 p We, ” _— — On OS Se 80 8 — 5 — — — - "=: a 
. 5 = _— 


2 


— n Ss, 3 <= 
— — o4 5 * 
r 
1 
« x IS $3.4 0 Fes 
= E ; 8 


| 
| 
| 
| 
f 
3 


502 Statiſtical Account 


CHAP. IV. POPULATION: 


SECT. I. Former State of Population. — There is an account | 


of this pariſh, in Macfarlane's manuſcript Geographical Col. 
lections, preſerved in the Advocates Library, in which the 
number of examinable perſons, in the town of Thurſo, is ſta 
ted at about 900; and in the whole pariſh at 2200. The 
return to Dr Webſter, in 1755, was 2963 fouls. As the 
inhabitants now amount to 3146 perſons, there is conſe- 
quently an increaſe of 183 in the whole diſtrict. That in- 


creaſe, however, has taken place entirely in the town, the | 
population of the country part, by an augmentation of the 


fize of farms, without which no improvement could have 
taken place, having conſiderably diminiſhed. 


DECT. II. Preſent State of Population. — The preſent ſtate 
of the population of this diſtrict, will appear from the an- 
nexed Statiſlical Table. It is ſatisfactory to add, that the 
population of the town, has not only increaſed of late, but is 
likely to be rapidly augmented. This can hardly fail to 
be the caſe, in a place fo happily fituated, and where encou- 


ragement is given to the extenſion of its commerce and ma- 


nufactures, and to every ſpecies of improvement. 


SECT. III. Diſcaſes.— This diſtrict is not afflicted with 
any peculiar diſtempers, by which its population can be af- 
teQed. The principal, undoubtedly, is the ſmall-pox, which, 
chiefly affecting thoſe, who are in an early ſtage of life, de- 


ſtroys the very ſource whence additional numbers may be 


expected. The following obſervations upon that ſubject, 
and on other diſeaſes to which they are liable in this neigh- 
bourhood, drawn up by Mr John Williamſon, ſurgeon to 
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merit particular attention. 

« In, December 1796, the confluent. ſmall. .pox, became 
highly epidemic and fatal in this county; if Thurſo more 
particularly, the epidemic was almoſt general, and „by, my 
calculation, one in four fell a victim. N 

Both in this town, and i in the county, the mortality bs 
came ſo general and alarming, that I conſidered the luggeſt- 
ing a plan of general inoculation, a duty. incumbent on me, 
as a practitioner in the place: in this I had to encounter 
many difficulties, as che peaſantry held a religious prejudice 
againſt inoculation, and the prevalence of the natural ſroall- 
pox, preſented another objection not readily overcome.” 

In order effectually to overcome the unfortunate pre- 
judice, that inoculation for the imail-pox was a provocation 
to Divine Providence, the clergy frequently inculcated in 
public, that, on the contrary, it is a kind interpoſition OE 
Providence, to mitigate the ravages of a moſt fatal diſeaſe.” 

« In order to remove the general idea, that the epidemic 
then prevailing, and the inoculation might co-operate, and 
be conjunctly received into the ſyſtem, and thus produce a 
doubly inveterate affeQion, I obſerved, that from the nature 
of the ſmall-pox, the one affection being received, prevented 

the influence of any other being communicated to the ſy- 

ſtem,” 1 | 
After much difficulty, when with the aſſiſtance of the 
clergy, I had overcome any unfortunate religious prejudice, 

I recommended their collecting the inhabitants of a diſtric“ 

to one place, and thus in one day, ſeldom leſs than 20 were 

inoculated. Indeed, when not prevented by particular buſi- 
nels, I have arrived at the number of 120 in a ſingle day. 

In the courſe of ſo general an inoculation, the dangerous 

epidemic then prevailing, induced me to perform, on many 
patients, then in habit; of body very unfavourable; however 
in 
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in the ſituation of the coutity, it was leſs een than the 
epidemic.” 

The county practice here is moſt fatiguing to a medical 
practitioner; the roads are bad, and, conſidering the extent 
of the county, it is thinly inhabited; attendance, however, 
on my young patients became the more neceſſary, as the 
hot temperature, and ſuch internal phlogiſtics, as ms 
whiſky, is generally adopted,” 

« By an accurate journal, from October 1796, to July 
1797, my numbers amounted to 645.” 

« Under the diſadvantages I laboured, of the numbers in- 
oculated, bad roads, a propenſity to the oppoſite treatment 
inculcated, inoculating children of improper habits, from 
fear of the fatal epidemic, it is ſurpriſing that but two chil. 
dren, whom I had a ſtrong reluctance to CLINE; were 
the only victims.“ 

« It is ſingular, that notwithſtanding the general inocula- 
tion in every other pariſh, none, unlefs gentlemens children, 
were at that time inoculated in the pariſh of Latheron.” 
Deducting the pariſh of Latheron, the population of 
Caithneſs does not exceed 21,000 fouls, I am inclined 
therefore to believe, that there has not been ſo general an 
inoculation in Scotland, during ſo ſhort a period as eigh: 
months,” 

IJ am well ſatisſied, from attentive obſervation to prac- 
Lice, that any ſeaſon is fuited to a favourable event of inocula- 
tion. The warmth of fummer is urged as a material objec- 
tion to inoculation at that ſeaſon. I am fearful, that the 
refrigerant plan is very generally carried ſo far, as in many 
caſes to be productive of bad effects; and I have no doubt, 
that the temperature of our patient's room, may be reduced 
to the cool degree, needed at any ſeaſon.“ 

In the Welt Indies they rarely have the choice of ſcaſon, 
as inoculation is ſeldom practiſed; but when a veſſel has ap- 
peared, with the diſeaſe on board, then a gencral inoculation 
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m the takes place in the iſland, and ſucceſsfully, at whatever ſea · 
| ſon.” 
edical „While the alarming epidemic raged, ſeveral lens 
xtent children were inoculated, by their particular deſire, about 
ever, five days after birth. Having been taught to conſider ino- 
as the culation, at that period, hazardous, for reafons founded on 
pure theory, I was very reluctant to attempt the experiment; 
| but from the many fucceſsful caſes I have had at that age, 
July I muſt conclude it a commendable practice in all healthy 
I ubdjects; they are at that age free of any diſeaſe from 
rs in- Wl teething, or its conſequences, which very commonly adds 


ent! hangs to the critical ſymptoms of {mall-pox by inocula- 
from ion.“ . 
chil- « am farther convinced, that early inoculation proves a 
were more mild diſeaſe, from the following circumſtance : A mid- 

=_ wife, laſt winter, who attended perſons under delivery who 
xcula. WW were my patients, had her own children under the natural 
dren, WM mall-pox, and to many young ones after birth, the conta- 
” 3 21ion clearly appeared to be given by her; in every caſe the 
on of MM affection was favourable in the event. 
lined 8 ] have thus far continued to give my opinion, collected 
al an from practice, with the ſole view of introducing the mott 
elgh: : favourable mode of inoculation, and to preſerve, from fo 

| fatal a diſeaſe, many of a valuable race (the Highlanders OL 
prac- 8 Scotland.)“ 
cula- | « Purſuing this view, which I flatter myſelf, in this coun- 
bjec- WM ty, I have ſucceſsfully attained, I cannot con ſiſtently omit 
t the . taking notice of a pamphlet which fell into my hands, 
nan addreſſed to the Clergy of Scotland, recommending general, 
oubt, but domeſtic, inoculation ; 2. 4 every family to inoculate 
uced WM their own, without the aſliftance of a medical practitioner.“ 

: „It muſt readily appear, that inoculation is not ſo far un- 
aſon, | derſtood by every head of a family, as to convince them 
s ap- 5 they ought to adopt Dr Brown cf Edinbur gh 3 plan. A 
ation N propenſity to the hot treatment, ſo gene ra in the High- 
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lands of Scotland, evinces the bad tendency. of domeſtic in. 


oculation.” 
The previous preparation neceſſary. to inoculation, in 


moſt caſes, evinces the bad tendeney! oh, domeſtic inocula. | 


Al ; 


12 * 


« In juſtice to the more ignorant of my countrymen, : me- 


dical people have their own predeceſſors to blame, for the 


propenſity moſt people in the Highlands hold, to hot treat. 


ment in the ſmall-pox; it was ſtrongly inculcated by old 


fic. and, no, doubt, the new treatment, cannot for a | 


time be generally received.” 


Should this brief account of e in the ck of : 
eight months, be deemed any acquiſition to the Statiſtical f 


Account of this town and neighbourhood, I beg what may 


be conſidered intereſting, with the view to prevent an un- : 


fortunate decreaſe of population by the epidemic ſmall-pox, 


may be extracted as may ſeem moſt uſeful. I am ſo much 


engaged in buſineſs, that my time has not permitted that at- | 


tention to the account which may perhaps be neceſſary. 


My obſervations reſt on practice, and the following rules, if ; 


received, and ſanctioned by medical authority of longer ex- 
perience than mine, may tend to promote general inocula- 
tion.” 


«© 1. That whenever the epidemic prevails, inoculation 
ſhould immediately be performed, on thoſe not yet affected. 

„% 2. That every one of influence, more eſpecially the 
clergy, ought, as good members of ſociety, t to adviſe general 
inoculation.” 

“ 3. That all ſeaſons, in Britain, may be adapted to ino- 
culation,” 

« 4, That healthy children, paſt four days of age, may be 
fafely inoculated.” 

« 5. That domeſlic inoculation, muſt, in general, be dan- 
gerous.“ | 
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© 6, That previous preparation is moſt commonly neceſ- 
fary.” 115 

«1 cannot help noticing, that the population of Sedtlind, 
has frequently been ſo diminiſhed by 'the ſmall-pox, as to 
call for an effectual remedy, We have it in inoculation, 
and yet the ancient fatal fuperſtition is ſo little overcome, 
that many parts are either unacquainted that ſuch a benefir 
exiſts, or little pains are taken to recommend it. As the 
Highland Society is ſo diſtinguiſhed for its patriotic exer- 
tions, would it not be a moſt laudable effort in them, to 
adopt meaſures for promoting general inoculation, by al- 
lowing prizes to the ſurgeons who are moſt uſeful in that 
line.“ 

The following obſervations are drawn up by the ſame 
gentleman, reſpecting the diſeaſes to which the people of 
this county are uſually ſubject, 

„The diſeaſes are occFfonally very alarming. Fevers, 
generally deſigned nervous and putrid, are common, and 
very fatal, ariſing, in ſome degree, from the marſhy efflu- 
via; there is, however, a more general cauſe.“ 

« From Wick, along the eaſtern and northern coaſt, to 
Dunnet, farmers depend on ſea-ware for manure; to render 
it more effectual, the putrefactive proceſs is promoted, by 
collecting it into conſiderable heaps. In that putrid ſtate it 
remains during ſummer, when collected, to the ſpring en- 
ſuing. It is particularly fatal during ſummer and harveſt, 
when the wind blows from the weſt to the eaſt, the putrid 
cfavia being ſent over a conſiderable extent of country. 
To give a ſhort account of the reſult, in many cafes I have 
had under my eye, and from what information I could col- 
let, the common ſymptoms of low nervous fever has thence 


appeared: in two days after, violent delirium, and inceſſant 


vomiting ; the event of which, between the fourth and the 
axth day, was commonly fatal.“ 
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The flux is a very common diſeaſe, and generally an 
attendant ſymptom of the nervous and putrid fever.“ 
The peaſantry are more liable to diſeaſe, than the more 
wealthy farmers and Jandholders, which may be eaſily ac. 
counted for; the dwelling of the peaſant is cloſe, confined, 


and dirty during the day he has been expoſed to the wea- 


we” and rheumatiſm 1s of courſe become a very common 
laint among them.” 

«4 « The more wealthy, have well ventilated houſes, good 
: diet, and every neceſſary requiſite to preſerve health; their 


diſeaſes are few, and they are not arrived at that ſtate of | 


luxury, neceſſary to generate many, which are not unuſual 
in other places.” 


-$ter. IV. Longevity — There is now living in this pa. 


riſh, a man of 10 5 years of age, who travels about the coun. | 


try. A gentlewoman in town died a few weeks ago, aged 
98; and one of the heritors of the pariſh, now in the 93d 
year of his age, exhibits an uncommon inſtance of old 
age, retaining the full poſſeſſion of all his faculties. The 
people in general live to a good age, and are remarkably 
healthy. 


CHAP. V. ECCLESIASTICAL STATE. 


Sect. I. State of the Eftabliſhed Church, —By far the 
moſt numerous part of the inhabitants belong to the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church ; and though almoſt all the pariſhioners un- 
derſtand Engliſh, a ſermon is preached every Sunday in the 
Erſe or Gaelic. The Reverend Mr. Patrick Nicolſon 15 
the preſent incumbent : his predeceſſors were Alexander 
Nicolſon, James Gilchriſt, William Innes, and Andrew 
Munre, 
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Munro, who, it is believed, was the firſt preſbyterian mini- 
ſter in it. 


SECT. II. Manſe, c. — The manſe was built not many 
years ago, in a ſtrong and ſubſtantial manner. The glebe is 
not large, but the land of which it conſiſts is extremely va- 
luable. The ſtipend was formerly 5 chalders of victual, 
half meal and half bear; 700 merks of money, and 100 
merks for furniſhing communion- elements, which has ſince 
been augmented. In the proceſs of augmentation, the fol- 
lowing ſcheme was given in of the rent and ſtipend of the 
pariſh, as it ſtood anno 1793. | 


SCHEME of the Rent and Stipend of the Pariſh of Thurſo. 


| | Vearly rent, Preſent Stipend. | | 


. Sterl. mo- — 
Heritors or Pro- i Victual,one- 
pritors. Lands or Eſtates. ney: honor Soutich | half bone + 
| n Tal pu money. one-halt 


meal, 


L „ d „ $231 


o.᷑ . —-—-— 


Sir John Sinclair, | Thurſo Eaſt, and 


Baronet, town of Thurſo,|t1120- © of 251 5 2 50 0 1 
Sir Robert Sinclair, Eaſt and Weſt | 

Baronet, Brims, 157 00-9... 8-2-5 
Dirto, - Weſt Murkle, | 

Cleardon, &c. |. 120 0 d 99 2 8 5 1 1 

Late Capt Dunbar, Auſt, &c. VVT 
Alex. Sinclair, Eſq: Forſe, 120 23 15 1c 3 o 
P. Murray Threip- 

land, Eſq; Pennyland, 50 0-0 24 3 oF ©-.0:-0 
Tas. Sinclair, Eſq; ] Holburn-Head, 77 
Crown, - | Biihoprick, 200-0. of 148 © e223 - 0: 


— —— — 


Total, L. [1937 0 0 533 6--Y:: Lo 0 8 


By an interlocutor of the Court, dated 24th June 1795, 
the ſtipend is now augmented to 6 chalders of victual, half 
meal half bear, and L. 59 Sterling. for money-ſtipend, to- 
Vor. XX. +3 T gether 
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gether with 100 merks Scotch money for communion. 
elements ; which laſt allowance was afterwards increaſed to 
L. 100 Scotch, according to which the ſtipend is directed to 
be localled. 1 


Sect. III. Patron. —Sir John Sinclair of Ulbſter is the 
patron of the pariſh. 


SECT. TY... Difſenters.—The diſſenters from the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church, are ſeceders of the ſeQ called Antiburghers, 
They have had a meeting-houſe and a clergyman in Thurſo 
for 26 years paſt, Their numbers, ot late years, has rather 
been declining, and at preſent there are not above 70 people 
of this deſcription in the town and pariſh, 


CHAP. VI. CHARITABLE FUNDS AND INSTITUTIONS, 


SECT. I. Pooy.—There are a great many beggars and 
indigent people in this pariſh, not only natives of it, but 
perſons who, falling off in their circumſtances, reſort to the 
town of Thurſo, from the diſtricts in the neighbourhood. 
The poor's funds are very trifling. They ariſe from the 
annual collections at the church-door, the fines or penalties 
occaſionally impoſed by the kirk-ſefſion on delinquents, and 
the intereſt of L. 50 left them ſome years ago by Dr Arthur 
Sinclair, who died in the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company. 
The whole may amount, at an average, to about L. 25 per 
annum. It is divided by the Kirk-ſeſſion amongſt the poor, 
as their reſpective circumſtances may ſeem to require. 


Szcr. II. Propoſed Houſpital.— The county will at all - | 


times probably have one or more regularly educated ſur- 
eons, by which the health of the upper ranks will be pro- 
| perly 


perly 
ſer var 
that o 
der, t. 
they 
that v 

It! 
be ad 
circur 
great 


erecte 
and t. 


ion- 
d to 
d to 


the 


ſta⸗ 
lers. 
urſo 
ther 


of Thurſo. 511 


perly attended to when neceſſary. But the peaſantry and 
ſervants are ſometimes much neglected at preſent, inſomuch, 
that on a ſervant's being ſeized with any contagious diſor- 
der, they are ſometimes turned out to find quarters where 
they belt can; and in conſequence of their being placed in 
that unfortunate ſituation, many muſt ſuffer, 

It has therefore occurred to Mr Williamſon, that it would 
be adviſable to have an hoſpital in Thurſo, for perſons thus 
circumſtanced ; and it is propoſed to have, as a meaſure of 
great humanity, and likely to be generally uſeful, one 
erected by the ſubſcriptions of the merchants in the town, 
and the gentlemen in the neighbourhood, 


CHAP, VII. EDUCATION. 


Sect. I. Schools for Boys.—In the town there are two 
public ſchools, viz. the parochial or grammar ſchool, and a 
charity ſchool, upon the eſtabliſhment of the Society for 
Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge in the Highlands and 
Iſlands of Scotland. The firſt is not in ſo flouriſhing 
a ſtate at preſent as could be wiſhed ; but the other is doing 
well, under the management of a faithful, attentive, and 
diligent teacher. Beſides theſe, there are ſome private 
ſchools, at which children are taught reading; and from the 
beſt account which could be obtained, the number of ſcho- 
lars in the different ſchools is as follows: 


At the parochial ſchool, - 56 
At the ſociety's ſchool, 64 
At the different private ſchools, 102 


In all, 242 
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SECT. II. Propoſed Academy. A plan has been ſuggeſt⸗ 
ed for eſtabliſhing an academy in Thurſo, where young 
men might be educated in a ſuperior manner, than what a 
common ſchool uſually admits of, and it is certainly deſir. 
able, that ſuch an inſtitution ſhould take place, where about 
250 young men annually receive that education, on which 
their future ſucceſs in life muſt in a great meaſure depend, 
The number would alſo certainly increaſe, if ſuch an eſta- 
bliſhment were to take place. It is to be hoped that ſuch 
a plan will be brought to bear, when the concluſion of the 
preſent war will admit of more attention to the internal 
improvement of the country, 


SECT, III. Female Education.—lt is much to be regret. 
ted, that there is not in Thurſo a boarding-ſchool for girls, 
where they might be taught needle-work, muſic, and the 
other branches of education ſuited to the ſex. Some at- 
tempts have been made towards eſtabliſhing ſuch a ſemina- 
ry, but for want of public ſpirit, and public aid, theſe have 
hitherto proved ineffectual; nor will any thing of the kind 
ſucceed, until there is a fund eſtabliſhed for paying a cer- 
tain ſalary, and providing a free houſe for the accommoda- 
tion of an accompliſhed ſchoolmiſtreſs, which might be ea- 
fily done, were the gentlemen of the town to turn their 
thoughts ſeriouſly to this important ſubject. 


- CHAP. VIII. REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 


SECT. I. Cu/lombouſe.—The cſtabliſhment at the port of 
Thurſo conſiſts of a collector, a comptroller, a land-ſurveyor, 
a land-watter, two eſtabliſhed tideſmen, and one extraordi- 
nary wien! ; In all ſeven oflicers, whoſe ſalaries together 

amount 
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amount to L. 190, which, with houſe-rent and other 
incidental charges, make the annual expenditure about 
L. 200. 


The duties of Cuſtoms collected at the port, communibus 
annis, are not ſufficient to defray the expence of the eſta- 
bliſhment ; the goods exported to foreign parts, being ſuch 
as are duty-free, and the imports being chiefly fir-ſpars and 
deals from Norway, of that deſcription which pay only a 


low duty. The revenue, however, is increaſing, and the 


eſtabliſhment of a cuſtomhouſe at Thurſo, is efſential for the 
convenience of its trade, and the commercial tranſactions of 
the neighbourhood. 


SECT. II. Poft-Office—The poſtmaſter of Thurſo's al- 
lowance for ſalary and expence of runners to and from 
Dunbeath, is L. 47, 4s. yearly. After defraying this ex- 
pence, he remitted to the General Poſt-Offce at Edinburgh, 
for the year ending 1796, the ſum of L. 220, 19s. of clear 
revenue, excluſive of the poſtages of letters ſent in bye- 
bags. At preſent there are only three poſts in the week to 
and from Thurſo; but the gentlemen of the town and coun- 
ty have it in contemplation to apply for a daily poſt, which 
has been lately extended ſo far north as Dornoch, in the 
county of Sutherland. 


SECT. III. Exciſe.— The preſent eſtabliſhment of the 
Exciſe department at Thurſo, including the county, conſills 
of a colleQor, who likewiſe officiates as ſuperviſor for the 
county, and five officers. Under the management of Mr 
Campbell, the preſent collector, the revenue has been more 
productive than at any former period. In the year from 
the 5th July 1796 to the 5th of July 1797, the groſs 
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amount of the duties of Exciſe collected within the county 


of Caithneſs, was = - L. 118 ) % 


Officers ſalaries, and other expences of ma- 


nagement within the ſame period, was 599 6 14 


hk aa , \ 


Remains of clear revenue, L. 1109 x 8 


The laſt additional duty on the Highland diſtillery will 


add conſiderably to that branch of the revenue in Caith. 
neſs. Since July 1797, there has been paid quarterly, from 


licenſed ſtills in the county, at L. 6, 10s. of ge gallon, the ſum | 


of L. 934: 7:6. 


Sect. IV. Stamp ,—The diſtributor of ſtamps for | 
Caithneſs, who reſides in Thurſo, remitted for laſt year to | 


the Stamp-Office at Edinburgh, the ſum of L. 20%, for 


ſtamp-duties, after deducting the L. 10 per centum allowed | 


for his own trouble. 


CHAP. IX. MILITARY AND NAVAL DEPARTMENT. 


SECT. I, Military Spirit of the People of Caithneſs, 
The people of Caithneſs have long been remarkable for 
their attachment to the military life, and are allowed to 
make excellent ſoldiers, eafily trained to arms, fit to under- 
go fatigue, and ſteady in action. No county in Scotland, 
of equal extent and population, has furniſhed half fo many 
men for the regular forces as Caithneſs has done. It is ob- 
ſervable, at the {ame time, that of late the people ſhew leſs 
inclination to the ſervice than they did formerly, owing, it 
is believed, to their growing more induſtrious, and conſe- 
quently finding their ſituation at home more comfortable 
than was the caſe ſome few years before. From this cir- 
cumflance, and from the numbers that had previouſly gone 
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into other corps, it was not without the aſſiſtance of other 


— — 


ou | 
: 75 parts of the kingdom, that three battalions of fencibles were ; | 
A raiſed in the county, namely, the Rotheſay and Caithneſs 1 
6 12 Fencibles, of two battalions, commanded by Sir John Sin- | j 
—— WW clir; and the Caithneſs Legion, of one battalion, com- 1 
L manded by Sir Benjamin Dunbar, wt 
7 will | 5 44 
Nath, Sect. II. Polunteers—This county has likewiſe given FM 
4 ample proofs of its loyalty in the raiſing of volunteer 1 
18 corps. There are now nine companies embodied, each con- i" 
ſiſting of ſixty privates, with the uſual number of officers, il 
non-commiſſioned officers, and drummers, attached to each " 
s tor company; making in all an effective force of 640 men, in- 3 1 
ar to cluding officers, Of theſe, five companies have offered their 1 
„ for ſervice in any part of the united kingdom. Nine additional 4 
owed companies were lately offered to be raiſed, but the offer has | 1 | 
not been accepted. M 
| Sect, III. Seamen for the Navy.—Before the American Þ 
; war, the people of Caithneſs were very little inclined to en- 1 
ter into the navy; but during that period, and ſince, this 1 
5.— county has furniſhed a good many ſeamen for the navy. i 
> for The collector of the Cuſtoms at Thurſo, in the courſe of Fl 
d to three years, engaged upwards of 50 men for that ſervice ; bl 
der- and if the naval regulations would admit of paying bounties 38 
and, to ſeamen upon their enliſtment, inſtead of requiring their 1 
any being firſt muſtered on board ſhip, there would be no dith- 4 , 
ob- culty in finding men in Caithneſs to enter for the ſea- ſervice 1 
leſs upon any emergency. 1 
g. it | 6 
nſe- CHAP. X. MANUFACTURES AND TRADE. 5 
able Sect. I. Manufatures of various forts in the Town and 
. Pari/h.—In the town there are the following tradeſmen, 


one bo find conſtant employment, viz. : | 
into Weavers, 
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No. 
Weavers, including journeymen and apprentices, 33 
Wrights, ditto, ditto, 33 69 
Maſons, ditto, ditto, « 23 
Shoemakers, ditto, ditto, — 40 
Taylors, ditto, ditto, - - 29 
Coopers, ditto, ditto, - 8 13 
Blackſmiths, - — 6 
Boat-builders, - — 3 
Saddlers, 3 - 3 
Watch and clock makers, - 3 
Dyers, - - 3 
Bakers, 5 - 3 
Barbers, — 1 


Beſides theſe there is a cart and plough manufactory, a 
which employs 13 wrights and 4 blackſmiths. There is a : 
tannery doing remarkably well ; and in the neighbourhood ; 
of the town there is a bleachfield, which, if properly attend- 
ed to, will likewiſe turn out to advantage. The tannery and ; 
bleachſield were ſet on foot by the exertions of one of the 
proprietors, aſſiſted by the public ſpirit of ſeveral gentlemen 2 
of the county, and merchants in town, who ſubſcribed for ; 
the purpoſe. In order to encourage a public brewery, very : 
much wanted, the ſame gentleman has diſpoſed of a part of f 


his property in town, on the moſt moderate terms, to one 
of the inhabitants, willing to undertake ſuch a work; and 
the buildings requiſite for the purpoſe are now erecting on 
an extenſive ſcale. There is every reaſon to expect that the 
brewery will prove a profitable concern to the proprietor, 
and an uſeful work to the public; that it will leſſen the 
conſumption of ſpirits, and ſuperſede the importation of 
London porter, which has of late years been growing to an 
extenſive height. 
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The weavers are principally - employed in the manufac- 
ture of linen cloths, but they alſo work coarſe woollens and 
plaiding, of coarſe wool, carried from the ports of Leith and 
Inverneſs. None of the finer wool, produced from the 
Cheviot breed of ſheep, kept on the farms of Langwall and 
Armadale, 1s manufactured in the country. In the year 
1796, the quantity of wool brought coaſtwiſe to the port of 
Thurſo, was 15 1 cwt. 19 qrs. and 5 lb. 

There is another ſpecies of manufacture, which, though 
it employs a great many hands, is not of much real benefit 
to the country; and that is the ſpinning of flax for the ſoutli 
country manufacturers. It appears by the Cnſtomhouſe 
Books, that for the three years preceding the 1ſt of January 
1797, the average amount of drefled flax which was brought 
coaſtwiſe to the port of Thurſo, was 84,583 pounds weight 
fer annum. This quantity of flax would produce 53,114 
ſpyndles of yarn. The ſpinners are paid at the rate of 1s. 
ber ſpyndle, and the agents or factors employed to give out 
the flax, and take in the yarn, have 2 d. per ſpyndle for 
their trouble. So the ſpinners, for their labour, receive 
L. 2655 per annum; and the factors, for their trouble, 
L. 443; being, in all, L. 3098 per annum. But how infe- 
rior this to the profit which would accrue to the country, 
if the above quantity of flax were made into ſewing threads; 
or manufactured into cloth in the country; and how ſmall 
a conſideration for the loſs which the farmers ſuſtain by the 
want of the labour of the women, employed in ſpinning, 
which might be more beneficially applied to the purpoſes 
of agriculture. It is true, that ſome proportion of the above- 
mentioned quantity of flax is made into cloth in the country, 
but it is, comparatively ſpeaking, a ſmall ſhare, ſcarcely de- 
ſerving of any notice. 


Vor. XX. 2U SECT. 
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Sect. II. Coaſting Trade.—The coaſting trade of the 
port of Thurſo has been gradually increafing for the laſt 20 
years, and is now pretty confiderable. It employs about 
11, 500 tons of ſhipping, including the repeated voyages of 


eth, I 


the different veſſels. Of theſe, 6000 tons, or thereby, are | 
employed in the carriage of goods coaſtwiſe rom the port, 


and about 5500 tons in carrying goods coaltwiſe fo the | 


port. 


The goods exported, or ſent coaſtwiſe from the port may 


be claſſed under the following __ viz. 


it, Corn, grain, and oatmeal, to the va- 
lue of - - 

2d, Fiſh, to the amount of - 

3d, Wool, to the amount of - 

4th, Linen-yarn, ditto, - 

5th, Kelp, to the amount of 

6th, Other goods, ſuch as falt-proviſions, 
whiſky, &c. &c. &c. . to the 


amount of « 


Total amount of exports, L. 35113 8 8 


The imports, or goods brought coaltwiſe to the port, may | 


be reduced to the following heads, viz.: 


iſt, Flax, dre ſſed, to the amount of 

2d, Fiſhery falt, ditto, _ 6 
za, Wood of all ſorts, ditto, - 

4th, Wines and foreign ſpirits ditto, 

5th, Coals and lime, - 


Carried forward, L. 11136 0 9 5 in uſe 
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Brought over, L 11136 0 © 

6th, Haberdaſhery, hard ware, groceries, 

and other ſhop-goods, not under the 
value of - - 


27000 © 


——— 


© 
Total amount of imports, L. 381 36 © 0 
Deduct the exports, L. 35113 8 8 

30 8 


So the imports exceeds the exports by L. 3022 11 


But it is to be conſidered, that, independent of the above 
trade, there are about 3000 black-cattle annually bought 
mp in the county by drovers, who drive them by land to 
the ſouthern markets. Theſe taken at the low average of 


L. 3 per head, amount to 0 LI. 900 © © 
Deduct the foreſaid exceſs of imports, 1 8 
being = - 3022 11 8 
So the balance of trade in favour of the 
county is . - L. 5977 8 4 


Of late years, the quantities of corn and meal exported 
from the port of Thurſo, have been leſs than formerly, 
which may be imputed to three cauſes. In the i place, 


To the increaſe of inhabitants, which, in the whole county, 


ince the year 1755, amounts to 2587 ſouls; 24ly, To the 
conſumption of bear in the country by diſtillation, ſince 
{mall ills in the Highlands have been allowed by law; and, 
3dly, To the increaſed conſumption of oats for horſe- corn. 
Formerly the farmers uſed ſmall horſes or garrons, which 
leldom or ever got any corn; but now they have got into 
the uſe of larger horſes, and theſe, in winter and ſpring, are 
regularly fed with oats. Neither are oxen ſo much em- 
ployed in agriculture now as formerly. The county was 
in uſe to export, rather above than below, 25000 bolls of 
oatmeal 
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oatmeal and bear, or bigg, yearly ; whereas now the ave. DEC 
rage does not excced 18000 bolls; ; one-third of that quan- and W 
tity being bear, and two-thirds oatmeal, coaſt o 
But what may be loſt to the country by a decreaſe in the ¶ are bu 
exportation of corn, is fully compenſated by the increaſe in good c 
the exportation of fiſh, as to which, a more particular de- In its 
tail will be siven in the next chapter. vater 
8 85 le in 
SECT. III. Foreign Commerce. — The foreign trade at the of ſtor 
port of Thurſo is very inconſiderable, eſpecially in war Th 
time. In times of peace, when bear and meal were low in 2 ſel. 
price at home, conſiderable quantities of both, particularly BW owne: 
of bear, were exported to Norway; in return for which, 1 poles 
the veſſols employed in this trade imported cargoes of wood 5 ſhip t 
and falt, and ſometimes French wines, but of an inferior tor of 
quality. This, with now and then a cargo of fiſh, conſti- 30 dues, 
tuted the foreign commerce of the port; but ſince the com- => whic 
mencement of the preſent war, there has been no foreign E 
trade at oll, a few cargoes of wood only excepted, £5 81 
| £5 the c 
vDECT. IV. Navigation and Shipping. — There are at 1 viz. 
preſent belonging to the town and port of Thurſo 16 deck- 9 f 
ed veſſels, (eight whereof belong to the town ſolely) ; whole 5 | 
tonnage together amounts to 858 tons. Theſe are all em- | 
ployed in the coaſting trade and the herring fiſhery. 9 | 
The number of boats within the diſtri may be about 
130; and allowing 6 men to each boat, being the uſual com- 
plement, there are 780 fiſhermen along the coaſt. But then ] An 
it is to be obſerved, that of the above number, only 6 boats WM fo t 
and about 42 men, (and theſe reſide at Thurſo), are con- 4 
ſtantly employed in fiſhing ; the reſt are farmers, tradeſmen, X 8 
or day-labourers, as well as occaſional fiſhers ; and, unleſs po ita 
in the ſummer, during the herring-fiſhing ſeaſon, filhing to of 
them is but a ſecondary object. * 
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Ser. V. Harbours and Dues.— The harbours of Thurſo 
and Wick are the only places deſerving of the name on the 
coaſt of Caithneſs ; and even theſe, in their preſent ſtate, 
are but indifferent harbours, though capable of being made 
good ones at no great expence, particularly that of Thurſo. 
In its preſent ſtate, it admits veſſels of 10 feet draught of 
water at ſtream-tides, and after getting in over the bar they 
lie in perfect ſaſety; but for want of a pier or breaſt-work 
of ſtone, they can only load or unload with low-water. 

The ſhore-dues at Thurſo are only 18. 6 d. for each veſ- 
ſel. Ships belonging to the town pay no ſhore-dues ; their 
owners, in lieu thereof, being at the expence of upholding 
poles for making the ſhips faſt in the harbours. For each 
hip that puts a rope aſhore at Scrabſter Roads, the proprie- 
tor of Holburn-head is entitled to a merk Scots of ring- 
dues, for which he keeps iron rings fixed in the rock, to 
which the ſhips faſten their hawſers, 


Sect. VI. State of Freights.—The freight paid for 
the carriage of goods to and from Thurſo, are as follows, 
VIZ, 


For each barrel-bulk to or from Leith, L.o 2 6 
For ditto from Thurſo to London, 9 3 6 
For ditto from London to Thurſo, 8 
For each ton weight to Leith, o 10 © 
For ditto to Newcaltle, - O 15 o 


And ſo in proportion to and from other places, according 
to the length of the voyage. 


SEcr. VII. Banks — The firſt Banking Company that 
eſtabliſhed itſelf at Thurſo, was the Commercial Company 
of Aberdeen; who began giving credits on caſh-accounts, 
and diſcounting bills, in June 1790, and who, it is believed, 
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carried on a profitable connection with the county of Caith. 


a 8 b 
neſs; but being obliged, on the breaking out of the preſent "ag; * 
war, to curtail the number of their branches, withdrew +a 


from Thurſo in September 1793. Fortunately, however, | tioned 
a branch of that reſpectable and public-ſpirited Com pany, Þ _ 
the Bank of Scotland, has taken place in its room, un- 

der the management of the fame gentleman who had aQted | "3 = | 
as agent for the Aberdeen Commercial Bank, and it now a Jen 
does a conſiderable deal of buſineſs. The branch there anſwers | 4 1 : 
not only for the county of Caithneſs, but alſo for Strathna. = 4 £ - 
ver and the Orkneys; and whilſt there is every reaſon to f _ os 
hope, that it will be attended with profit to the Bank, muſt, Hz kia 1 
at the ſame time, contribute materially to the proſperity 


are boi 
and improvement of the northern parts of Scotland. lately « 


bour ol 


CHAP. XI. FISHERIES. = Þ 
| 5 : 8 E C' 
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Ser. I. Salnon-Fiſhing.— There are ſix ri vers in Caith- 
nefs where ſalmon is caught: Thurſo, Berrydale, Langwall, 
Wick, Torſs, and Dunbeath. The three firſt of theſe are 
the excluſive property of Sir John Sinclair, Baronet ; but 
the river Thurſo 1s of greater value than all the reſt, and 
rents for L. 300 per annum. It has frequently produced 


from 150 to 200 barrels of ſalmon in a ſeaſon; and it is a Rte f 
fact well atteſted, that in the year 1736, 2560 ſalmon were 

taken in the courſe of a day, upon one pool on the river of Iſt, 
Thurſo. The falmon-fiſhing at Thurſo commences in No- 2d, 
vember, and ends in Auguſt, For many years paſt, the 3d 
greateſt part of the fiſh taken in this river, which are allow- att 


ed to be of the beſt quality, have been boiled and kitted, 
and carried on board ſmacks to London, where they ſell for 
z high price. Twelve hundred kitts have been ſent from 
the river Thurſo in a ſeaſon, and the general average is 

| from 


of Thurſo. _ 


Caith. from 70d to 800 kitts. This, of courſe, leſſens the quan- 


Aer tity of pickled ſalmon packed in barrels, and ſent to foreign 
hdrew I markets ; but ſtill there are about 250 barrels of ſalmon 
ever, gipped annually at Thurſo, which, however, includes the 
?Pany, | almon taken in ſome rivers on the northern coaſt of the 
1 mn BY county of Sutherland. Until the laſt ſeaſon, the Thurſo 
afted 0 almon were all boiled and kitted at Wick, after being car - 
* een ; ned 20 miles over land on horſeback. The expence neceſ- 
_ : ſarily attending ſo long a carriage was incurred to avoid 


the navigation of the Pentland Frith, which the ſmack- 
maſters, until of late years, conſidered a hazardous under- 
taking; but now they make no account of it, and the fiſh 
ate boiled and kitted in a neat and commodious boil-houſe, 
ately erected on the river fide, on the eaſt fide of the har- 
bour of 'Thurſo. | | 


" Sect. II. bite Fiſbery.—It has been ſhewn in the 


Path. preceding chapter, that fiſh conſtitutes a principal part of the 
wall, export trade of the port of Thurſo, in the account of which, 
S an the amount of fiſh annually exported is ſet down at an ave- 
1 nge of L. 13824, 10s. The calculation is made from the 
| ad quantities of the different kinds of fiſh exported, taken from 
ſe the books kept at the Cuſtomhouſe, and the foreſaid aggre- 
3 gate ſum is compoſed of the following particulars : 

were . "6-4 
er of iſt, Salmon barrelled and kitted, valued at 1610 o © 
No- zd, Herrings, white and red, at | 9914 10 © 
„ the 3d, Wet cod and ling, at - 4200 0: 0 
llow- 4th, Dry cod and ling, at p 1100 0 0 
ed 
15 In all, as before, L. 13824 10 o 
from 2 | | 

ge bs Nor can this calculation be thought exaggerated by any 
"ER means, when it is conſidered, that on an average of the laſt 


nine 


1 * 
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nine years, from the 1ſt of January 1789, 7436 barrels of 


herrings have been caught and cured yearly at the port of | 
Of this number two-thirds, or 4958 barrels, are | 
cured as white herrings; and one-third, or 2478 barrels are 
cured as red herrings, The white herrings are valued at | 
L. 1, 58. and the red herrings at L. 1, 105. per barrel, 
Both kinds are 
in general ſent coaſtwiſe from the port of Thurſo to the 5 
port of London; whence the white herrings are for the moſt 
part exported to the Weſt Indies; and the red herrings are 2 


Thurſo. 


which is not by any means an over rate, 


there entered for home conſumption, 


The average of cod and ling is taken at 800 barrels of 
wet cod, being what is caught in the winter and ſpring ſea- 5 
ſons, and 55 tons of dried fiſh, being what is caught and 2 
Theſe alſo find 


their market in London, and are partly exported from 


dried in the ſummer and harveſt months. 


thence, and partly entered there for home conſumption. 


Beſides the aforeſaid herrings, cured and packed into bar. 2 
rels at the port, there 1s ſeldom a ſeaſon in which there are © 
not ſome cargoes of herrings in bulk ſent to the ports of 7 
Dunbar and Berwick, where they are afterwards packed 
into barrels, or ſold for immediate uſe to the country people. 
The herrings ſent annually in this way, would, if packed, 3 


fill 1000 barrels at the moſt moderate computation. 
Before the year 1770, the herring-fiſhery on the Caith- 
neſs coaſt never amounted to goo barrels of cured herrings 
in one ſeaſon. That year the quantity cured was 1853 
barrels; and from that period the fiſhing increaſed gradu- 
ally for a few years; but afterwards fell off again, and did 
not revive with ſpirit until the year 1788, ſince which pe- 
x10d it has continued to be carried on with good ſuccels. 
It appears, that early in the preſent century, there was 2 
very conſiderable cod-fiſhing carried on at the port of 
Thurſo, in which ſome of the firſt proprietors in the coun- 
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try were concerned ; but after being carried on ſome years, 


rels of | 
port of | 
1s, are | 
els are | 
ued at 


years, when the Houſe of Charles and Robert Fall of Dun- 
bar“, in the year 1780, entered into contract with all the 
fiſhermen in the county, to take, at certain fixed prices, all 


barrel, the cod and ling they could catch. Curers were ſtationed 
ids are at different places round the coaſt, who received the'fiſh the 


to the : inſtant they were brought on ſhore; and thus encouraged, 
e moſt dhe fiſhermen again began to ſeek for cod and ling, and 


their ſucceſs exceeded their moſt ſanguine expectations. But 
ſill there is room for conſiderable extention and improve- 


ment in this branch of the fiſhery. 


SECT. III. Lobfter Fiſhery, —Very little has hitherto 
been done in lobſter fiſhing in Caithneſs, although there can 
be no doubt but that the coaſt abounds with that ſpecies of 
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from ih. In Thurſo Bay, and at Mey, it has been tried with 
85 92 pretty good ſucceſs, but not to that extent as to make it © an 
"IO 1 object of attention to the London fiſhmongers. 
orts of A Sect. IV. London Smacks,—Before the commencement 
acked . of the preſent war, a London cod ſmack never was ſeen in 
eople. : Pentland Frith. Being driven from the Dogger Bank, by 
xcked, the annoyance of French and Dutch privateers, they ven- 
tured to explore, the northern coaſts of Caithneſs and Su- 
Paith- therland, in ſearch of cod ; and now, as a proof of their ſuc- 
rrings ceſs, and that they find no danger in the experiment, it is 
1852 no uncommon thing, to ſee five and twenty London ſmacks 
Tradu- Vol, XX. 3. at 
Ade * It was principally at the inſtigation, and by the encouragement of Sir 
ch pe- John Sinclair, that the Meſſrs Falls engaged in this undertaking. The conſe- 
ls. quence was, that great numbers of men, were ſo much accuſtomed to the ſea, 
was 2 as to be little inclined to enter into the military ſervice, when he raiſed his 


two battalions of Fencibles. Hence it may be inferred, that when agri- 


ort of if | 
culture, commerce, manufactures, and the fiſheries, are eſtabliſhed all over 


coun- the Highlands, the military ſpirit will of courſe ſubſide, and the military 
try trength of the country muſt be diminiſhed, 


it was diſcontinued, and entirely neglected for near 50 
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at once lying at anchor in Scrabſter Roads. They come 
upon the coaſt in September, and continue until March; and 
no ſooner carry one cargo of live fiſh to market, than they 
return for another. For the moſt part, they fiſh in Pent. 


land Frith, through the day time, and in the evenings re. | 


turn to Scrabſter Roads, to lie during the night. But ſome. 
times they run as far to the weſtward as Cape Wrath, and 
when they do not find it convenient to return to Scrabſter 
Roads, they take ſhelter in Loch Eribol, or Erripool. 
Our native fiſhermen, do not bear the London ſmacks the 


beſt good will; they complain that they carry off the fiſh I 
which they ſhould catch; and it is certain, that when our 
"Thurſo fiſhers catch few cod, the London ſmacks pick them | 
up in abundance ; but the reaſon is obvious, the ſmacks fiſh | 
with muſcles or whelks for bait, which are far ſuperior to | 


the limpet, always uſed by the Thurſo fiſhers. 


That the ſmack cod-fiſhing, might be carried on to advan- | 
tage by ourſelves, can admit of no doubt, unleſs we were 
to ſuppoſe it poſlible, that the London fiſnmongers, would 
conſider it as interfering with their trade, and combine to ; 
diſappoint us of a market for our fiſh, One thing is cer- | 
tain, that we conld fiſh at leſs expence than they do, by em- 
ploying the country fiſhermen, who would be content with 
lower wages, and cheaper proviſions, than is given on board 
Theſe now employ occafionally ſome 3 
of the Thurſo fiſhers, as extra hands, and pay them 12 8. per 
week of wages, and allow them all the ſmall filh they 
catch to themſelves, The Engliſh fiſhers receive 18 8. per 


the Engliſh ſmacks. 


week. 


CHAP. XII. POLICE AND SUPPLY. 


Stet. I. Fairs—It was obſerved, in chapter 3, that 1 
by the chairer of erection of the burgh, power was grant- | 
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four free fairs yearly; but that of the yearly fairs, only two 
are in uſe to be held, viz. one on St Peter's Day, and one 
commencing in Auguſt, and ending in September. 


Stct. II. Mares, —The weekly markets are held re- 
gularly every Friday, and afford to the inhabitants a ſure 
and regular ſupply of butcher-meat, fiſh, poultry, and gar- 
den ſtuffs. Not many years ago, theſe articles were to be 
had at very moderate prices; beef and mutton ſo low as 1d. 
or 12 d. per Ib. weight; but now a pound of beef or mutton 
cannot be bought under 4d. and the ſmalleſt quantity of 
beef that can be purchaſed, is a quarter ; ſo that, in faQ, the 
conſumer pays equal to 5 d. or 6d. per lb. for choice pieces. 
Other articles of proviſions have advanced in the ſame pro- 
portion. A gooſe, which fold for 8 d. now draws ts. 6 d. or 
18. 8 d.; and a barn-yard fowl, which ſold currently for 
3d. now gives 5d. or 6d. Fiſh has alſo increaſed two or 
threefold in price; but ſtill it is not unreaſonably high, and 
always to be had in abundance, that 1s, cod, haddocks, flat 
fiſh, great quantities of a kind of fiſh here called cuddies, 
and, at certain ſeaſons, myriads of a ſmall fiſh here called 
ſellocks. Theſe two laſt, beſides affording a cheap diet to 
the lower claſſes, yield a good deal of oil from their livers, 
which gives a cheap light to the manufaQurers and trades 
people. 


SecrT. III. Conſumption of Cattle, Fiſh, and other Ar- 
ticles.— It is not eaſy to aſcertain, with correctneſs, the num- 
ber of black cattle conſumed annually at Thurfo, but it 
runs from 200 to zoo head. There is a very conſiderable 
number of ſlaughtered ſheep and ſwine, like wiſe bought and 
fold in the weekly markets, but the number cannot be aſ- 
certained with any degree of preciſion; and to hazard even 
a gueſs at the quantity of fiſh brought to market, would be 
ſill more precarious and uncertain. 
- SECT. 
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SECT. IV. Supply of Fuel.—The fuel moſt 3 uſed 
in Thurſo is peat and turf; but, of late years, coal has become 
the favourite fire with the better ſort of people, and every 
year increaſes the importation of coals to Thurſo; and though, 
notwithſtanding the exemption from duty, it ſtill ſells a; 
high, nay, higher than when the duty was paid, yet ſuch 
is the advanced price of peats, that ſuch of the inhabitant; 
as uſe coal, find it the cheaper firing of the two; and in all 
probability, a few years more, will bring coals into general 
uſe in town. It ſhould ſeem ſtrange, that the taking off the 
duty on coals, reckoned fo heavy a grievance to the nor 
thern parts of Scotland, ſhould afford the conſumer no ac 
tual relief in the price of the commodity. But ſuch is the 
caſe, at leaſt in Caithneſs, where, in fact, the price of 
both Engliſh and Scotch coals are higher than when the 
duty was exacted. The merchant pleads the advance of 
freight and ſeamens wages, in conſequence of the war, and 
the time which veſſels ſent to load coals in the Frith of 
Forth, muſt lie at the works, before they can get their car 
goes, owing to the additional demand. But allowing tc 
both theſe conſiderations their due weight, yet ſtill 16s. or 
I7 5. per ton for Scotch coals, and 20s. or 21 s. per ton for 
Engliſh coals, is certainly too high a price. 


SECT. 
ire rema 
Their fa\ 
ing, in v 


SECT. 
here are 
ts peculi 
lef of in 
Weavers 
aſt is on] 
ſociety o 

There 
pectable 
the roll « 
Brethren 
funds, th 


elegant | 


twn-hoi 


SECT. 
town ; 2 
to the ot 
hip in 
the publ 


Sect. V. Prices of Labour.—As the prices of provi 
ſions have advanced, ſo have the prices of labour likewiſe. 
The preſent rate of wages to > tradeſmen and labourers, is as 
follows : 


To journeymen weavers per day, L080 inſhing 

To wrights ditto, > oO 1 3 houſe, v 
To maſons ditto, - 6 © 6 ward of 
To ſhoemakers ditto, 8 8 1 187 feet 
To tailors ditto, - 86 1 6 (eſervin 
To blackſmiths ditto, _ - 8 2 8 with it. 
To an ordinary labourer by the day, 98 1 80 
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ly uſed | 
come CHAP. XIH. MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. 
b Seer. I. Public Amuſements —The people in general 
Ough, 


re remarkably ſober, regular, and attentive to buſineſs, 
Their favourite, and indeed only public amuſement, is dan- 
ing, in which they are excellent proficients. 
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SECT. II. Societies and Clubs. — They have no clubs, but 
here are four friendly ſocieties in town, each of which has 
ts peculiar rules and regulations, and a fund for the re- 
ef of indigent members, &c. Theſe are, the Society of 
Weavers, Fiſhers, Trades, and United Craftſmen. The 
kt is only lately eſtabliſhed, but n to be the richeſt 
beiety of the four. 

There is a lodge of Free Maſons, both numerous and re- 
ſpectable, called Thurſo St John's, which ſtands No 45. in 
the roll of Scotch lodges. On feſtival days, from 50 to 69 
frethren commonly attend, and ſuch is the ſtate of their 


clegant lodge-room, which 3 propoſe to _ to Eran new 
town-houſe. 


SECT. III. Inas.—There are two very good inns in 
provid ben; and the one having been lately ſet up, in oppoſition 


-ewiſe oe the other, has begot an emulation, and a ſpirit of rival- 
= hip in both, which operates favourably to the traveller and 
the public. Mr Morriſon, the ſenior innkeeper, is juſt now 
- iniſhing a large aſſembly room, which he has added to his 
bouſe, which will ſarpaſs any thing of the kind to the north- 
5 ward of Inverneſs. The dimenſions are 37 feet long, by 
6 18% feet wide, and 16 feet in height. This innkeeper is 
- deſerving of encouragement from the public, and he meets 
8 with it. 
© CHAP. 
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tribe 3 bu 


CHAP. XIV. ARTS AND SCIENCES. neceſsful 


Under this branch, all that can be looked for in theſe 
hints, is, to enumerate the number of perſons, of each profeſ 
ſion, reſident in Thurſo, or connected with it. 


SECT. 
ire the o 
men in ] 
ly well, « 
proper fl 
that perf 
Weſt Hi 


Sect. I. Law.—There are a greater number of /:bs; 
the law in Thurſo, than in many places of much greater extent 
There are no fewer than eight public notaries, five of whon 
are meſſengers at arms; and there is, beſides, one meſſenge 
who is not a notary, For the credit of the country, hoy 
ever, it is fair to add, that leſs than one half the number o 
this profeſſion, would be fully adequate to the buſineſs bod 
in town and country ; and that the ſpirit of litigation, fo 
which the people of Caithneſs were too long diſtinguiſhed 
in the records of the courts of law, is now happily begin 
ning to ſubſide. 


SECT. 
Thurſo | 
ble mer 
toſn, wh 
ſon, at Al 
for paint 
m emine 

Under 
young I: 
in Edint 
muſic an 
by theſe 
which v 
tiſts. 


SECT. IL. Phy/ic.—There are now three ſurgeons {et 
tled in Thurſo, all active young men, which indeed thei 
ſituation requires them to be; for, in the winter ſeaſons, th 
practice of Caithneſs is peculiarly trying to the conſtitutior 
of this claſs of the community. Theſe are the only medica 
perſons in the country who have received a regular educz 
tion. 


SECT, 
bert Do 
far diſta 
ſtranger 
that the 
deed tha 
tural ge 


Secr. III. Divinity.— There is but one clergyman « 
the Eſtabliſhed Church in Thurſo. 

There 1s a ſeceder chapel in town, but it is at preſent va 
cant, by the death of the laſt incumbent, Mr — 
was an inoffenſive and well- meaning man. 

The followers of Meſſrs Haldane and Aikman, are co! 
lecting ſubſcriptions for building a Kirk of Relief, and pro 
viding a ſtipend for a miniſter, from among the Miſſionariat 
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ribe 3 but how far their endeavours may ultimately prove 
ſucceſsful, ſeems at preſent doubtful. 


SECT. IV. Muſic.— The violin, and Highland bag- pipe, 
ire the only muſical inſtruments, played on by profeſſional 
men in Thurſo. The Highland reels are played particular- 
jy well, on both theſe inſtruments, in Caithneſs; but the 
proper flow bag-pipe tunes and marches, - are not given in 
that perfection here, which ſeems almoſt peculiar to the 
Weſt Highland pipers. 


SECT. V. Painting.—In the department of painting, 
Thurſo has to boaſt of giving birth to an artiſt of conſider- 
zble merit as a portrait-painter, in the perſon of Mr Macin- 
toſn, whoſe father was pariſh-ichoolmaſter of Thurſo. His 
ſon, at an early period of life, diſcovered a natural genius 
for painting. He afterwards ſtudied at London, and is now 
mn eminent portrait-painter at Moſcow in Ruſſia. 

Under this head, it may be proper to take notice, of two 
young ladies, (the Miſs Liddles), natives of Thurſo, now 
n Edinburgh, who poſſeſs a great turn or genius both for 
muſic and painting. There are miniature pictures drawn 
by theſe ladies, ſome taken from the life, and others copied, 
which would do no diſcredit to the pencil of the firſt ar- 
tiſts. 


Sect. VI. Poetry. The celebrated Highland bard, Ro- 
bert Donn, alias Mackay, was a native of Strathnaver, not 
far diſtant from Thurſo. His poems and his ſongs are no 
ſtranger to the amateurs of Gaelic verſe; and, conſidering 
that the author had none of the advantages of education, in- 
deed that he could neither read nor write, the force of his na- 
tural genius has juſtly excited admiration, A. clergyman of 

Su- 
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Sutherland, lately deceaſed, was at ſome pains to colled 
Robert Donn's works, and commit them to writing, with 
a deſign to have them publiſhed. The manuſcript, was 
lately laid before the Highland Society of Edinburgh, un. 
der whoſe patronage, they will —_ it is hoped, be given 
to the public. | 

There is a gentleman of the ſame name, (Mackay), a native 
of Thurſo; and reſiding in that town, who poſſeſſes a good deal 
of poetical fancy, and has given ſome proofs of his talents in 
that line, by no means amiſs. He is Adjutant to the Thur. 


ſo Volunteers, and as a ſpecimen of his poetical abilities, } 
the copy of a ſong, which he b on that corps, is in- 


ſerted in a note *. 


—_—_— 


* THE THURSO VOLUNTEERS. 


WurrrE foaming ſurges ſweep the ſhore, 
And ſwelling billows riſe ; 
Where rude Boreas makes them roar, 
And mingle with the ſkies; 
To ſhield us from ſedition's thrall, 
Our loyalty to prove, 
We riſe at once at Freedom's call, 
In unity and love. 


While for our glorious liberty 
Each noble ſoul appears, 

Here, in the North, her guard ſhall be 
The Tnuxso VOLUNTEERS, 


Let ſons of Sloth and Diſcord fret, 

Becauſe deſpis'd and poor, 

And for misfortunes blame the State, 
Which they themſelves procure ; 

May all thoſe traitors, who conſpire 
To turn our laws like France, 

Be found, and baniſh'd for their hire, 

Pr in a halter dance, 
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geen, VII. Eminent Men —The Oſwalds of Glaſgow, 


who have Jong been eminent merchants, derived their ori- 
gin from Thurſo. Their anceſtor was one of the Bailies of 
Thurſo, in the laſt century. Richard Oſwald, late mer- 
chant in London, and one of the Plenipotentiaries from the 
Court of Great Britain at ſettling the peace of 1783, was, 
in his younger days, an unſucceſsful candidate. upon a com- 
parative trial, for the office of maſter of the parochial ſchool 


of Thurſo, whereof the ſalary was L. 100 Scotch, and took 
Vol. XX. 3 e uh 


* * - p K 


Let Prudence teach us to fulfil 
The duties which are ours, 
Sufficient wealth ſhall bleſs our toil, 
Our law the ſame ſecures. 
Thus, while its ſtatutes ſo benign 
Leave nothing to regret, 
To Politicians we reſign 
The whole affairs of State. 


Long may our gracious Sovereign live 
In happineſs and peace; 
May trade in our dominions thrive, 
And war and faction ceaſe: 
And, as our Conſtitution's frame 
Is ſettled firm and juſt, 
May all the pillars of the ſame 
Be faithful to their truſt. 


That friendſhip ſixes every mind 
Our actions ſhall diſplay ; 

Becauſe our Officers are kind, 
We ſhall with love obey. 

The en'mies of our freedam dear 
We ever ſhall oppoſe ; 

And we ſhall imitate with care 
The public zeal of Ros E &. 


* 
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* John Roſe, Eſq; Major Commandant. 


— 
— 
— 2 


r 
: -: * — — = = 


Eo 


r Ta" - — ww x 


3 


Da ws —— 
— —*—;ð — 


ERS 


2 — 


— 


22 
1812 A2 i 
* 


. > a FO AE 
: | IMs 


= 4 — . 


waz 
—— 
> ah. 
— — 


fb ae ri = 


* + 
— 
my - —_— — T” 1 — 
— x.” — as” — 
— — my 
* 


—— — —— 
— 2 2 
1 
— 2 
OE = 
Canon ate, — 


r 
LE, 
wv. 


5 52 
r 

1 

: — — IPO 


—_ —. 


534 Statiſtical Account 


his diſappointment ſo much to heart, that he left the coun. 
try in diſguſt, and never more returned to it. But for that 
eircumſtance, it is probable, he would have lived and died 
in . | 


CHAP. XV. MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS. 
Scr. I. Antiquities.— The antiquities to be taken no. 


tice of in this diſtrict, are the following, namely, I/, An 
arch, at Thurſo Eaft, the ſeat of Sir John Sinclair; 


2dly, The burial place of Harold Earl of Caithneſs; and, 


34ly, The Picts houſes, as they are called, which formerly 
abounded in this part of the kingdom. 

1. The arch at Thurſo Eaſt, or Thurſo Caſtle as it is ſome- 
times called, was built in the year 1665, and perhaps is the 
moſt ornamental piece of architecture in the north. The 
contract between George, Earl of Caithneſs, and Donald 
Roſs, maſter maſon, for the building of that arch, is ſtill on 
record; from which it appears, that the agreed price was 
600 merks, a conſiderable ſum in thoſe days. The arch 


has been e and promiſes to laſt for many years | 


tonger. 


2. The caridom of Caithnels' Was formerly poſſeſſed by a | 
family of the name of Harold, ſome account of whole hi- 
ſtory is given by Torfæus, the Daniſh hiſtorian, extracts ol 


which may be feen in Mr Pennant's Tours. One of thoſe 
warriors was killed in the [neighbourhood of Thurſo, and 


the ſtones, marking the place where his body was buried, | 


were well known by tradition. The late Mr Alexander 
Pope, miniſter of Reay, who was the greateſt antiquary in 
the north, knew this circumſtance well, and being anxious 
to have that ancient monument preſerved, drew up the fol- 


lowing | 
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- 


lowing petition, in the name of Earl Harold, and ſent it to 
the Author. | | 


66 EARL HAROLD the Younger to the LairD of ULBSTER. 


« Know, Sir, that I was ſlain in battle, about the year 
« 1x90, near your park of Kirkwall, and buried within that 
piece of ground, and had an elegant chapel erected over 
% my grave, the ſtones whereof are built now in your inclo- 
« fare in that place. I had once a right to half of Orkney 
© and Zetland, alſo to the half of Caithneſs, and an eſtate 
in Sutherland, where I was born. My right to Ork- 
(6 ney and Zetland, I derived from the King of Norway, 
© and to Caithneſs, from King William the Lyon- of Scot- 
« Jand. I loft my life in battle, endeavouring to recover 
% my property out of the hands of a wicked and daring ty- 
rant, Earl Harold the Elder, juſtly ſtyled Wicked Earl 
Harold. Be pleaſed to incloſe my grave in a decent 
* manner, ſo as not to become the reſting- place of animals, 
4 or that my bones be not ploughed up. My grave is now 
all my eſtate, which ought to be held inviolable. By ſo 
„doing, you ſhew a noble example to others, to honour the 
memory of the brave, though unfortunate ; you make re- 
« ſtitution, as my chapel is now carried away; you give a 
« caution to others, not to violate the ſepulchres of the 
« dead; and it will yield you the moſt manly and ſenſible 
# pleaſure, to have done an action commendable in itſelf, 
« and which will perpetuate your memory to poſterity. 


«* Farewell, and proſper.” 


In conſequence of this application, the author was tempt- 
ed to eret a monument to Earl Harold, an engraving of 
which is annexed, and which has proved a conſiderable or- 
nament to the n21ghbourhood, 
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3. It is well known, that the northern parts of Scotland, 
were formerly inhabited by the Pictiſh tribes, and many 
conſtructions of a ſingular nature, known under the name of 
Picdts Houſes, are ſcattered over the county of Caithneſs. In 
the courſe of carrying on his improvements, the author was 
led, ſeveral years ago, to examine one of theſe buildings, 
and he drew up, at the time, the following hints, reſpeQing 
their nature and conſtruction. | 

The foundation of the houſe was laid with clay, but they 
ſeem to have been totally unacquainted with the uſe of lime 
as a cement; nor was even clay itſelf made uſe of in the 
upper part of the building. 


Many of the ſtones were of an enormous ſize, and evi. | 


dently brought from the ſhore, though the diſtance is not in- 
conſiderable. They could neither be carried there, nor af. 


terwards made uſe of, without great ſtrength, or ingenious | 


mechanical inventions. 

Some earthen ware was diſcovered, very rudely manu- 
factured, a ſufficient proof at how low an ebb the arts were 
in the Pictiſn nations. 

A few ſmall copper coins were fornd 3 in the ruins, but 
much defaced, and the letters engraved illegible. 

From the number of horns and ſhells found in the houſe, 
it is probable that the principal food of the inhabitants con- 
liſted of veniſon, and the ſhell-fiſh called limpets. The bones 
of cattle were alſo diſcovered, which proves that paſturage 
was not wholly unknown, 

The Pitts ſeem to have been acquainted with the uſe of 
iron, for a knife was found calculated for taking the lim- 
pets off the rocks, and ſuch as is in uſe to this day. 

Some ſingular articles made of bone were diſcovered, the 
nails by which they were fixed were of bone alſo, but the 
uſe of them is unknown, 
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The entrance into the houſe was low and winding, and 


tradition ſays, when the men went out a-hunting, that their 


wives and families were rendered inacceſſible, by large 
ſtones placed both within and without, to exclude beaſts of 
prey, or more dangerous enemies. 

On tlie whole, the Picts as far as we can judge from 
theſe buildings, ſeem to have been a rude nation, poſſeſſed 
of ſtrong bodies, but of untutored minds, and living in ſuch 
a ſtate, that the pooreſt peaſant now enjoys better food, and 
more comfort, than the moſt powerful chieftain could boaſt 
of in thoſe days of barbariſm. 


Sect, Il. Mines. Many appearances of a mineral na- 
ture have been found in this pariſh and the neighbourhood; 
in particular, anno 1797, ſome very rich pieces of lead-ore 
were got, oppoſite to the bleachfield, but it would ſeem, 
from their appearance, the edges being much worn and 
rounded, that they muſt have come from a higher part of 
the river. In 1790, the Author had ſome correſpondence 
with a Lead Company, (No. 9. Martin's Lane, Cannon 
Street, London), and on that occaſion drew up the follow- 
ing propoſals, which it may not be 1mproper to preſerve. 


Propoſals tranſmitted by Sir JOHN SINCLAIR to the LEAD 


CoMPeANY, for letting a Leaſe of the Mine of Skinnet, 


in the County of Caithneſs, North Britain, anno 1590. 


The Hull of Skinnet is about four Engliſh miles from 


the town and harbour of Thurſo, in the county of Caith- 


neſs. It is the property of Sir John Sinclair of Ulbſter, and 


an idea being very prevalent, that ſome mines exiſted in that 
place, Sir John was led, in the courſe of the year 178, to 


endeavour to diſcover the nature of the ore which might be 


found there; and in tracing tne courſe of what is called in 
that 
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that country a burn (or rivulet), he accidentally hit upon 
a ſmall vein of yellow mundick, of about. 3 inches in 
breadth ; and upon digging a little deeper, he met with; a 
great maſs of white mundick, ſeveral cart-loads of which 
were dug up without the ſmalleſt difficulty, 

Upon ſhewing ſpecimens of theſe articles to perſons 
{killed in mineralogy, particularly to ſome Corniſh miners, 
they told him, that the mundicks he had found, however 
brilliant, were in themſelves of no real value; but they in- 
formed him, in their technical language, © that mundick, in 


* ſuch quantities, was a good ſign of more valuable veins: 


*© That the white mundick, in particular, was a good hor /e- 
« man, and always rode on a good load,” And, in ſhort, 
preſſed him to make further trials and inquiries. 

Mr Raſpe, a German mineralogiſt, having come into the 
county of Caithneſs laſt autumn, (anno 1789), was employ- 
ed by Sir John Sinclair to make trials in the ſame place; 
and not far from the mundick, he diſcovered a regular vein 
of heavy ſpar, mixed with lead and cryſtals, three feet in 
breadth, and very near the ſpot where the mundick was 
found. No further progrels was made, than merely to aſ- 
certain the ſize of the vein, and the nature of the metal 
which it contained. 

Sir John does not propoſe to work this mine himſelf, and 
is very well diſpoſed to give every reaſonable encourage- 
ment to any reſpectable Company that would undertake it. 

The Company would have ſeveral advantages in carry- 
ing on this mine. The miners and other workmen, and 
any tools that might be neceſſary, might be tranſported by 
ſea to the town of Thurſo, within four miles of the vein. 

Any additional workmen that might be required, might 
be got at an eaſy rate, labour not being "oP dear in the 


country. 
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The road, at preſent, from Skinnet to Thurſo is not very 
good, but it might be completed at a ſmall expence. 

Peats or turf, for fuel, are ſcarce, but of water there is 
abundance, and coals may be tranſported by ſea to Thurſo. 

The value of the mine might be tried at a ſmall expence, 
as it lies on the fide of a hill, gently ſloping about half-a- 
mile higher than the river Thurſo; but with ſuch a deſcent 
to the river, that no —_—_ woud be neceſſary for clearing 
off the water. - 

Were this mine not'to anſwer, there are many other ap- 
pearances on the eftate of Sir John Sinclair, and on the pro- 
perty of other gentlemen in the neighbourhood, which 
might be well 1 the attention of the Company. 8 


Aſter bene correſpondence upon che ſubject, the plan 
was dropped, the Company refuſing to ſend their agent to 
view the premiſes, unleſs the proprietor was to be at the 
whole expence of the ſurvey. There are certainly, how- 
ever, ſome valuable mines in that neighbourhood, either in 
the pariſh of Thurſo, or that of Halkirk, which, it is to be 
looped, will, ſome time or other, be worked to advantage. 

Sect. III. Quarrien.—In every part of the pariſh there 
are quarries,of whin - ſtone, and in ſome, places of grey fate, 
which are frequently uſed in covering the roofs of houſes. 
In the ſhores of Scrabſter and Pennyland, there is, as for- 
merly obſerved, a good free- ſtone quarry below flood-mark, 
but acceſſible and eaſily wrought at low- water. 


SECT. IV. Natural Curigſities.— The rocks which bound 
the coaſt from Holburnhead to Brims Caſtle, exhibit various 
ſcenes of natural grandeur. The Clett is an inſulated rock 
of great height, ſeparated from the land by a deep channel, 
not above 80 yards acroſs at the broadeſt part. The rock 
itfelf is perpendicular on all ſides, and may be about 160 


yards 
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y ards long, and half that breadth. Its height is ſuppoſed 


to be about 3400 feet above the ſurface of the ſea. It is 


well worth the viſiting, particularly in the months of May, 
June, and July, when it is frequented by immenſe flocks of 
ſea fowl, chiefly gulls, cormorants, and marrots, which. come 
there to neſtle. The marrots range themſelves. in regular 
lines on the ſhelves of the rock, and being rather a filly 
unſuſpecting bird, they frequently fall in dozens to the ſhot 
of the cruel ſportſman, who reaps no other advantage from 
his prey, except the ſavage pleaſure of deſtroying it. Theſe 
birds have an excellent plumage, and their feathers might 
be turned to good account; but as yet no attempts to that 
effect have been made. Their fleſh is eat only by the fi- 
ſhermen, who indeed value it ſo much, that, with a toler- 
able markſman, they will paſs a day at the Clett ſhooting, 
without aiking any other conſideration for their trouble. 


Sect. V. Mineral Springs. There are no mineral 


ſprings of any note in the pariſh; nor indeed within the 


county, except near Wick, where there is a copious mine- 
ral ſpring, the waters of which ſeems to partake of the na- 
ture and qualities of the Peterhead Waters. 


| Sect. VI. Natural Hiſtory.—Nothing remarkable oc | 


cyrs in this department. 


CHAP. XVI. COUNTRY PART OF THE PARISH: 


Sect. I. Live-Stock.—In an account taken in March 
1797, of the live and dead ſtock of the county of Caithneſs, 
by the Lord-Lieutenant, in conſequence of a circular letter 
from the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
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it is Number of horſes, of every deſeription, tas 
lay, — — COWS and other black cattle, 937 
s of W ſheep, 4 3 & 688 
IMC ID EET: hogs ; N 9 280 
ular | 
fly Sect. II. Produce.—Tt would be difficult to aſcertain 
ſhot the produce of the pariſh with perfect accuracy, the lower 
om Wiclafles of farmers being always very unwilling to divulge 
beſe what they ſow, or what they reap, from their farms; but 
ight from the beſt calculation of which the caſe is capable, the 
7 annual produce may be taken in the following proportions: 
5 Oats, - - 11998 bolls, | 
ting, Bear, 4 47.0 Re RE 
4 Potatoes, TN « 918 
Turnips, > - 15 acres. 
erg] Meadow hay or natural graſs, = $000 ſtones, 
| the vown grals, - gooo 
nine- 3 
1 DECT, III. Rent. — The valued rent of the pariſh is as 
follows : | | | Scotch. 
Of landed property, L. 4800 0 6 
le oc- Town of Thurſo, l 666 13 4 
Salmon-fiſhin gin the river of Thurſo, 300 © © 
Total, L. 5766 13 10 
The real rent of the pariſh may be taken in the follow. 
ng proportions : Sterling. 
March Landed property, > L. 1714 5 6 
hneſs, palmon-fiſhing of Thurſo, = 300 © 0. 
letter Houſes in the town of = uno; 1000 © © 
ment, 3 
the Total of real tent, L. 3014 3 8 


Vor, XX. 


of Thurſo. 541 
me live- ſtock of the n of n was ſtated as ang 


3 Z e 


Statiſtical Account 


$42 


Szer. IV. Mills —There are ten corn mills, one flax 
mill, and two ſnuff mills in the pariſh ; but not well ſup. 
plied with water, excepting in the winter ſeaſon, 


SECT. V. Gardens.—In the immediate neighbourhood 
of the town there is a public garden, containing ſeven acres 
of ground, which, with the garden of Geiſe, ſupplies the 
town plentifully with vegetables. There are a few private 
gardens in the pariſh, but theſe are indifferently attended 
to. 2 


SECT. VI. V. ods and Plantations, There is no natu- 
ral wood in the pariſh, and the few attempts made in the 


planting way have not been ſucceſsful. It is in contempla- 
tion, however, to plant foreſt trees along the banks of the 


Thurſo, which, there is little doubt, will thrive; and prove 
equally uſeful and ornamental. 


Sect. VII. Commons. There are large tracts of valu- 
able commons in the pariſh, very capable of cultivation, and 
hitherto, nothing has contributed ſo much to their lying ſo 
long in a ſtate of nature, as their remaining undivided. 


Sect, VIII. Rural Improvement. — The firſt ſtep to- 
wards improving thoſe commons, muſt be a diviſion of the 
property, ſo as to aſcertain each proprietor's ſhare and inte- 


reſt therein. This being once effected, he would be blind in 


deed to his own intereſt, who did not ſet to work with 
heart and hand, to cultivate and improve his portion of ſuch 


waſte lands. 

For ſuch improvements there are many natural advan 
tages, by the facility with which lime may be imported 
by the ſea-ware driven upon the coaſt, and by the ſea-ſanc 
which can be had in any quantity, and which the peopl 
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flax of Cornwall, at the other end of the iſland, find ſo produc- 


| ſup- tive and valuable, that they carry it, on the back of horſes, 
for many miles, and, with its aſſiſtance, raiſe wheat on the 
molt, barren moors *. 

rhood x 

Acres CONCLUSION. 

s the 

rivate Sect. I. Peculiar Advantages of Thurſo in its teas 

ended WM State. —In its preſent ſtate, Thurſo is well ſituated for trade, 
manufactures, and fiſheries. It has ready acceſs to the na- 
vigation of the Atlantic and German Oceans, and its pro- 

natu- ductions are well calculated for the trade of both. Situated 

in the in a country where proviſions are cheap, manufactures of 

mpla- various kinds might be carried on to advantage; and in few 

ot the Bil places on the coaſt of Scotland, can fiſheries be proſecuted, 

prove Bl with greater certainty of ſucceſs, than on the coaſt of Caith- 

neſs. In ſhort, nothing ſeems wanting except an increaſe 
of capital, and the example ef a few enterpriſing merchants 

f valu· ¶¶ and manufacturers, to make Thurſo a flouriſhing and an 

a, and opulent place. Without thoſe aids, it is already advancing 

ying ſo rapidly towards improvement, merely through the indu- 

d. ſtry and exertions of a few individuals, of moderate capi- 
tals. 

tep to- N 

: of = sxcr. II. Improvements ſuggeſted.— The harbour may 

ad 1220 be improved at a ſmall expence; and a pier at Scrabſter 

lind 8 could be erected for leſs than L. 2000, which would be of 

rk witu great public utilit y. The depth of water, the vicinity of 

of {uct excellent ftone for the purpoſe, are advantages which that 
place poſſeſſes in a peculiar degree, 

| advan It is peculiarly well calculated, for a ſtation to the Britiſh 

ported Fiſhing Society, if a plan for that purpoſe could be arranged 

ea· fand amon g the parties intereſted. 

e peopl It 


0 


For other particulars, on this branch of the ſubject, the reader is re · 
ferred to the Agricultural Survey of Caithne s. 
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It muſt be acknowledged, that the police of the town ad. 
mits of great improvements indeed. The ſtreets are in 3 
moſt wretched ſtate, though the inhabitants would cheer. 
fully contribute to new-pave them, if a plan for that pur. 
| Poſe were ſet on foot. As an inducement to them to aſſeſs 
themſelves for that purpoſe, the ſuperior intends to allow 
the cuſtoms of the public markets, to be applied for a limi. 
ted time to that purpoſe. 

The want of a bridge acroſs the river is a great inconve- 
niency, both to the town and the ſurrounding county ; but 
without public aid, there is little proipeg of getting that in- 
conveniency removed. 

Two plans have been propoſed for erecting a bridge over 
this river; one of timber, and the other of ſtone. The tim- 
ber bridge was intended to be 363 feet long, and the eſti- 
mate of the expence was L. 211, 16s. A plan of the 
ſtone bridge was drawn up by that excellent engineer, John 
Rennie, Eſq; of New Surrey Street, London, and the fol- 
lowing was the eſtimate he drew up: 

To 30 roods of maſon- work in the wing walls and ſpan- 


drills, at L. 7 per ,, L. 210 © © 
To 15 roods in piers and abuttments, at 

L. 8, 8s. - - 126 © o 
To 6588 cubic feet of ſtone-work in arches, 

at 5d. - - 135 11 8 
To 67 roods of parapet, with coping, at 1 

L. x0, 16s. - 1 0-0 


To digging the foundations, and flling up 
the ſpaces between the wing walls and 


arches, - woe” 74 10 0 
To 2 centres, - - 60 12 
To foot Paving, — - * 
To pumping water from the foundations, 


and ſundries, - . 62 0 © 
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The want of a priſon is likewiſe a ſerious evil. It 
veakens the hands of the magiſtrate, however willing he 
may be to do his duty. For at preſent the ſmalleſt miſde- 
meanor cannot be puniſhed by impriſonment, without ſend- 
ing the offender to the county jail of Wick, at the diſtance 
f 20 miles from Thurſo, which neceſſarily occaſions a hea- 
y expence to the proſecutor, public or private, and, of 
ourſe, is the cauſe of many offences paſſing with impunity, 
hich would otherwiſe meet their due puniſhment. 


SECT. III. General Reſult We have thus exhibited, 
bat appears to us, a model, well calculated for drawing up 
ke Statiſtical Account of a diſtrict, where the commerce 
nd other circumſtances connected with a town, are the ſole, 
r even the principal objects meriting attention. In a coun- 
ry diſtrict, however, a different arrangement muſt be fol- 
owed, and the number of heads or articles will of courſe be 
kewer. ; 

On the whole, in regard to this diſtrict, it muſt furniſh 
he reader, who reſides at a diſtance from it, with no incon- 
iderable degree of ſatisfaction, to have thus laid before 
lim, ſo minute an account, of ſo remote a pariſh ; and to 
ke, that a foundation is there laid, for promoting the im- 
rovement of the country, and the comfort of its inhabi- 
ants . What important effects, it may be added, may not 
be expected, ſhould a ſimilar ſpirit be excited in, and ſpread 
ver, every other part of the Kingdom? It would ſoon ren- 
ler Great Britain, not only the richeſt and moſt powerful, 
but alſo the happieſt country in the univerſe. 


* It was the ſucceſs which attended the Author's agricultural purſuits, 
in ſo remote a part of the kingdom, which firſt impreſſed him, with a full 
conviction, of the improvements that might be made, in a better climate, 
and where other advantages were attainable, Hence, in a great meaſure, 
proceeded, the eſtabliſhment of a Board of Agriculture, and all the advan- 
ages which will probably reſult, from that important inſtitution, 
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STATISTICAL TABLE 


O F THE 


PARISH OF THURSYO. 


Average of births from 1790 to 
1795, - - 102 
—— of marriages from 
ditto to ditto, - 24 
Number of proprietors, 6 
clergymen „, 
— — merchants, 
— — phyſicians and ſur- 
geons, - 
V Writers or attornies, 
— — ſchoolmaſters t, 
— — farmers above L. 30 
per annum, 4 
— 2 ditto under L. 60 80 
——— ſhopkeepers, - 30 


a 00 


—— Innkeepers, 3 
—— blackſmiths, . 6 
— ont, - I 
— — maſons, 23 


— — carpenters or wrights, 69 
— — boat ditto, - 3 
— — weaver, including 
apprentices, 73 
— — {hoemakers, - 40 
— tailor, including 


journeymen and 

apprentices, = 29 
—————- butchers, Fa 2 
— — millers, - 9 

bakers, - 2 
— — gardeners, - 3 


— 
1 

| N 
Num. of ſaddlers, 1 - Wit draugh 
— of officers of Exciſe Iiterior do. 

ſidi . tl beſt cattle, 

6 Iiferior do. 

pariſh, - et ſheep, 
w——- ſheriff officers, 3 1 do. 
— Clerks, 
— coopers, 
— dyers, - 
— barbers, . 


— ferrymen, « 
—— Kirk officers, - 
—- tanners, - 
— curriers, — 
— clock and watch- 
Waker, 
— alehouſe keepers, 
— mantuamakers, 
——- Chelſea penſioners, 
m—— bleachers, 5 
— meſſengers, 
—— poor, - 120 
— capital of their funds, L. 59 
— annual income, L. 25 
—— young perſons taught 
Engliſh, writing, 
&c. at the paro- 
chial ſchool, 70 


— at the Society's ſchool, 64 


——- at various private 
—— cottagers, - 59 


* The Eſtabliſhed and Seceder. 


＋ The Parockial and Society. 
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APPENDIX, No. II. 


Value of Stock and Annual Produce. 
— — — — ——_——— — 


VALUE OF STOCK, 


No, of ks 5. d. L. 8. d. 
: Wit draught and ſaddle horſes, 100 valued at 16 © © each, Total 1660 © © 
e bferior do. 434 5 0 0 — — 3472 0 0 1 
f jeſt cattle, . 200 80 © — — 1600 o © 4 
ow hferior do. - 737 —— 3 0 0 — — 2211 0 0 4 
- et ſheep, - 200 ——— —— 080 — —— 80 o 0 4 
; Wifcrior do. - 488 —=— © 4 0 — — 97 12 © 1 
1 logs, - - 280 0 6 © — — 84 0 © l 
13 Total value of ſtock, L. 9144 120 
3 0 
7 ANNUAL PRODUCE. 
3 i No. of Produce om per | Total | Total |] Total value. 
8 acres per acre. | Boll. [price perproduce. 
r under q s apc | 
: each. ROLLS. II. s. D. L. s. b. zorLs. 2 8. d. 
1 | 2999] 4 o 6 oft 4 of 11,998 [3899 8 © 
© „ear, | 822 5 ſo 12 803 © ©] 4,1132467 16 © 
harley, none | — [o o oþ o of — 0 O 
20 [ Wheat, none | — lo o of o of — 6-2 
3 Wibeans, - none | — oO © oo 0 Of — 0 © 
* Peaſe, - none | — Jo o Oo o Of — - Be 
: Potatoes - I 8 0 o O 8 6 
, 9 10 © 4 91 367 4 0 
„ none — jo 0 oo o © — 0. o 0 
5 2 Turnips, - 161 — 0::0 01s o 0 — 8 
125 : STONES. |PER ST, STONES. | 
Meadow hay, or | | 
ds, L. 59 natural 21 39] 100 o © 4[1 13 4] 3000 50 0 0 
L. 2; Midown graſs, - 45 | 200: o © 6[6 13 4j gooo || 225 0.0 
5 Straw at 6 d. per boll of corn, 3 - - 4902 1 0 
xt Paſture at L. 1 per horſe; 15 8. per cow ; nn 38. fer ſheep, 1339 12 © 
ting, Profit from hogs, - - - - - - . 
paro Annual produce of Gardens, F 60 0. © 
0 : — Orchards, none, - - g.Q-:-0 
7 — — —— Woods and Plantations, none, 0-0 
ool, 64 Total value of agricultural produce, L. I 8620 wü 0 
Annual produce of fitheries in the Pariſh of Thurſo, 2100 © © 
101 Kelp, - * * Is 25 © 0 
g — IVines, none, - - - E402 
8 . Total Value of Annual Produce, L. 10781 1 © 
ociety. Wh oe 
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Obſervations on the preceding Tables, 


Tt is evident, that the quantity of ſtock, the amount of annual produce, 
and the value of each, are articles liable to perpetual fluctuation. But 
though minute accuracy cannot be expected, yet it is extremely deſirable, 


to have ſome general ideas of ſuch important particulars; and when the cal. 


culations are grounded on ſufficient data, and relate to an extenſive diſtri, 
(a county for example), the average reſult will probably be very near the 
truth, the errors of the ſubdiviſions in the diſtrict, balancing each other. 
It appears from the table of annual produce, that there are in the pariſh 
of Thurſo, about 4,000 acres of arable land, and that the value of live-ſtock 
is 9,144, or about L. 2: f: 6 per acre. But as part of that ſtock is paſtu- 
red upon commons, the whole produce of the cultivated land will not ex- 
ceed L. $000, or about L. 2 per acre. It alſo appears, that the total pro- 
duce of the land, amounts to about L. 8,626. The land- rent is ſtated at 
L. 4,714: 5: 6; which multiplied by 5, would amount to L. 8,570, It is 
evident therefore, that the produce is equal to more than 5 rents, which 


muſt always be the caſe, where farms are ſmall, and where the produce per 
acre is inconſiderable. | | 
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On the celebrated draught of Salmon in the River Thurſo, 


* 
1. —_— 


IN the preceding Statiſtical Account, Chap. II. Set. I. mention was 
made of the celebrated draught of ſalmon in the river of Thurſo, when no 
leſs a number than 2560 were caught. That circumſtance has been often 
mentioned, but ſeemed incredible to many, who were not acquainted with 
the circumſtances attending that event. With a view of having the fact 
xſcertained, the following certificate was given by three perſons, who wit- 
neſſed the tranſaction, and are of unqueſtiqned veracity, 


We, George Paterſon, now bailie of Thurſo, George Swanſon, ſhoema- 
ker there, and Donald Finlayſon ſenior, fiſher there; do hereby certify and 
declare, That upon the 23d day of July, Old Style, we think in the year 1743, 
or 1744, there were caught, at one haul, in the Cruive Pool, upon the water 
above the town of Thurſo, #wo thouſand five hungred and fixty ſalmon. 
Theſe fiſh were caught by a large net, beginning the ſweep at the cruives, 
and coming down the ſtream to a item at the low end of the pool. The 
net was carried down the water by from 18 to 20 men, with lang poles in 
their hands, keeping down the ground rope, and the fiſh were afterwards 
taken aſhore, by degrees, in a ſmaller net. Each man got a fſh and ſome 
whiſky for his trouble. We farther certify and declare, That we were per- 


ionally preſent when theſe fiſh were caught, 7 


GEO. PATERSON. 
GEORGE SWANSON. 
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Obſervations on Serabfter Road, or Thrf Bay. 


* * 9 9 — — 


Tur following obſervations, drawn up by perſons of great intelligence in 
the ſex faring line, and of much experience in the navigation of the neigh- 
bourhood of Thurſo, are particularly recommended to the attention of thoſe, 
who navigate veſſels in the northern ſeas, þy adverting to which, many vel. 
ſels may be ſaved from deſtruction. 


OBS ERVATIONS on Scrabſter Road, or Thurſo Bay, near the Pentlana 
Frith, in Scotland, particularly recommended to the attention of Veſlels 
in the Baltic, Dutch, or Hamburgh trades, failing from Ireland or thy 
weſtern coaſts of Scotland or England. 


Since Mr Murdoch Mackenzie has navigated and ſurveyed * Pentland 
Frith, it is found by experience, to be the ſafeſt and beſt channel to fail 


through, from the Weſtern Iſlands of Scotland to the German Ocean, or the | 


reverſe ; and at preſent the greateſt part of the ſhips from Liverpool, 
Whitehaven, Ireland, Solway Frith, and Frith of Clyde, in the Baltic, 
Dutch, and Hamburgh trades, frequently pals and m_ through that 
Frith. 

Mr Mackenzie has ſurveyed, with great accuracy "et exactneſs, the 
coaſt of Orkney, and given proper directions for ſailing into the different 
harbours there; but he has neglected to take rotice of Scrabſter Road or 
Thurſo Bay, on the coaſt of Caithneſs, and this ſhameful negligence, of late 
years, has been attended with the moſt faral conſequences, by the loſs ot 


many valuable lives, ſhips, and cargoes, betwixt Dunnet Head and Cape 


Wrath, (about 20 leagues diſtant from each other); ; for when ſhips are 
caught with a hard gale of wind from N. N W. to N. N. E. the com- 
manders, Knowing of no place of ſafety from the main land, are at laſt re- 
duced to the neceſſit y of running tlie thip aſhore, to lave, if poſlible, tle 
lives of the crew, 


From a love to mankind, and the goed or commerce, Sir John Sinclair 


of Ulhſter, Baronet, defired us William Innes, ſhipmaſter in Thurſo, and 


John Dunuet, ſhipmaſter there, and Branch Pilot, from the Trinity Houſe 
af Newcaitle upon Tyne, to ſound, ſurvey, and give proper directions, fu 
anchormg in Scralter Road or Thurſo 2 Say. As the Erno ledge of this 
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place js of the utmoſt importance to commerce, we obeyed with all the at- 
tention and accuracy in our power, Sir John's orders, and have annexed the 
following directions to ſailors. | 

From Dunnet Head to Hblburn Head, ſailing up the Bay to Scrabſter 
Road, the courſe is W. S. W. diſtance 8 miles. Holburn Head ſhore is quite 
dean, and about 14 fathoms deep within half a cable's length of the ſhore. 

From Holburn Head, to a low green point commonly called the Little 
Head, the courſe is S. W. a little more than a quarter of a mile diſtant. 
After paſſing the Little Head, you will obſerve, on the ſtarboard hand, a 
large houſe, with three chimney tops. 

The proper anchoring place for large ſhips, is by keeping the above- 
mentioned houſe of Holburn Head above the land, and to bear N. by W. to 
keep Holburn Head on the point of the Little Head, the Houſe of Scrabſter 
bearing W. by S. and the eaſt end of the town of Thurſo S. by E. There 
you may anchor in ſix fathom, good ground, two cable's length from the 
ſhore. | ; 

But ſmall craft are to ſhut in Holburn Head on the Little Head, and to 
come ſo near the ſhore, as only to ſee the chimney head of the above houſe, 
where they may anchor in 4 fathom water, and moor to rings fixed in the 
rocks, where they ride in great ſafety with winter ſtorms. The ſhore is 
ſeep on both ſides, and no inviſible rocks in Thurſo Bay; and any rock 
grounds which exiſt, are no ways dangerous to ſhipping, as there are no leſs 
than 5 fathom water on them at low ſpring-tides; but with ſtrong gales of 
wind at N. and N. N. W. the ſea breaks on them. They lie E. from 
Holburn Head near two miles, and Dunnet Head bears from them E. by N. 
2 leagues; Hoy Head N. N. E. 10 leagues; the town of Thurſo S. W. 
by S. 3 miles; but in running for Scrabſter Road, with hard gales of wind 
from N. and N. N. W. the Holburn Head ſhore ſhould be kept cloſe on 
board, and to anchor with the wind off ſhore where the ſmall craft are di- 


rected ; but after going a ſweep of cable, to moor to the S. E. agreeable 
to the directions given to large ſhips. 


N. B. The above bearings are laid down by the common magnetic com- 
paſs, and pilots may be expected either from Thurſo or Scrabſter, in hard 
tales of wind. At the town of Thurſo alſo, veſſels may be ſupplied with 
proviſions and other articles they may ſtand in need of, at reaſonable rates. 
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On the N orthern Lielt-houſe. 
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TT being a material queſtion to the navigation of the northern parts of 
Scotland, to have light houſes erected in the fitteſt places, it was thought 
proper to preſerve, the following obſervations, by Captain John Dunnet 
upon that intereſting ſubject, tranſmitted in a letter to the Author, in 
December 1792: 


I beg leave to lay before you, the following piece of information, as to 
the northern light-houſes. J have ſailed from Thurſo, in the county of Caith- 
neſs, upwards of 25 years, and almoſt the whole of the above period, I have 
had the command of a veſſel. By which means, it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, 
that I have obtained a complete knowledge of the navigation of the Pent- 
land Frith, ſetting and velocity of the tides, &c. &c. LI have it from un- 
doubted authority, that a light houſe is to be erected at the entrance of the 
Pentland Frith, either on the largeſt Pentland Skerry, near the coaſt of Ork- 
ney, or on Dancanſbay Head, en the coaſt of Caithneſs. This light-houſe, 
it built in a proper place, muſt prove highly beneficial to the numerous 
veſſels that pailes and repaſſes through this well frequented channel. 

J am likewiſe informed, that the Pentland Skerry is the place pointed out 
by ieveral gentlemen, as the moſt proper ſpot to build the light houſe upon, 
wich ſurpriſes me not a little, as, in my opinion, a light houſe built on 
the Skerry, might be productive of bad confequences to ſtravgers, and of no 
real advantage to thoſe who are well acquainted with the navigation of the 
Pentland Frith. For this I giye the following reaſons : 
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-  rit, The only foul or rocky ground in the entrance of the Frith, lies to 
the eaſtward: of the Skerries. A ſtranger, running for the Skerry light, 
if it ſhould happen to be obſcured by miſt or otherwiſe, may be a ground 
on the rocks before he is aware of his danger. ad, If the maſter of a ſhip, 
with a elear night, ſhould run to make the Skerry light, and makes the 
light, bearing W. N. W. by the compaſs 3 leagues or 9 miles diſtant, and 
the tide of ebb running, if the ſhip ſhould happen to be becalmed, ſhe runs 
a great riſk of being carried on the Skerry; or the rocky ground adjacent, 
by the velocity of the tide, which runs 9 knots or 9 miles an hour in ſpring- 
tides. 3d. Amitting that the above mentioned ſhip ſhould get clear of the 
rocky ground with the tide of ebb, and is carried by it as far as the N. E. 
point of the iſland of Swinna, if ſhe happens to meet the tide of flood, the 
calm continuing, ſhe muſt inevitably be hawled on the Skerries, as the ode 
runs exactly in that direction. 

More objections might be pointed out againſt placing a light houſe on 
the Skerry. But as I have been already tedious, I ſhall now go on to make 
my remarks on the great advantages that ſhipping muſt derive, by having a 
light houſe on Duncanſbay Head, as follows: 

1ſt, Noſs Head, on the coaſt of Caithneſs, has ſuch a near reſemblance of 
Duncanſbay Head, that ſhipmaſters, ſtanding in for the land, particularly in 
evenings, or in foggy weather, have been ſo fatally deceived, that after paſ- 
ling Noſs Head, they have altered their courſe, and, ſuppoſing themſelves 
to be in the Pentland Frith, have never diſcovered their miſtake, until they 
have found themſelves imbayed or faſt a-ground in the Bay of Keeſs, call- 
ed by ſailors Sinclair's Bay. This capital miſtake would be effectually re- 
moved, by a light on Duncanſbay Head, which bears by the compaſs 
N. E. by N. from Noſs Head about 11 miles diſtant, 2d, Duncanſbay 
Head is bold and clean. No out-lying rocks on the coaſt. If the light 


ſhould be obſcured by fog or otherwiſe, if a ſhipmaſter ſhould be within a 


cable's length of the light before he perceives it, he is in no danger if it 
ſhould prove little wind and an ebb tide, it will carry the ſhip in the proper 
fair way betwixt Stroma and Swinna ; and if the ſhip be caught with the 
tide of flood, while becalmed, there will be no danger of the ſhip being 
carried by the velocity of the tide on the Skerries, or any rocky ground 


whatever. 3d, A ſhipmaſter, making the light on Duncanſbay Head with 
a clear night, 10, 6, or 4 miles diſtant, but finds the tide of ebb running, 


and is unwilling to be carried throngh the Pentland Frith in the night- 
time, he has it in his power to keep the ſhip in lack tide, by ſtanding into 
the ſhore, until he brings the light to bear N. N. E. and off, till it bears 
N. N. W. The wind muſt be ſappoſed to be from the ſouth and weft 
quarter 
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quarter; here lie is in no danger of being oaried through the Fri 

. | \ , | . Fo i 1 th, * 
Ude does not run with one chird of tlie velocity as it does 9 — 
A great deal more inight be ſaid on this ſubjoct, with directions to ſtran 
Fers in the management of their ſhips with the Winds in Aitferent arts, in 
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ALPHABETICAL. LIST of all the Paxi8nts 
in ScorLAxp, with the Volume, Number and 
Page, of the STaTIsTICAL HisToky in which 
the Accounts of each Pariſh is inſerted *. 


No. Pariſh. : Preſbytery. County. Vol. No. Page. 


1 Abbey of St Bathans Dunſe Berwick A 
2 Abbot's ball Kirkaldy Fife . 
3 Abdie Cupar Fife uns 
4 Aberbrothock Aberbrothock Forfar VH. 1 30 
5 Abercorn Linlithgow Linlithugow XX. 18 383 
6 Aberdalgie Perth Perth XVIII. 5 149 
7, 8 Aberdeen Old, or | | 
Old Machar, 2 mi- | 
niſters, ; ©. RX. 4.140 
9, 10, 11, 12 Aberdeen 7 A berdeen Aberdeen 633 
New, including | 
Footdee, 4 minifters | 
13 Aberdour Dunfermline Fife 1. „ $45 
14 Aberdour Deer | Aberdeen XI. 575 
15 Aberfoyle Dunblane Perth > hs II3 
16 Aberlady Hadding ton Haddington VI. 546 
17 Aberlemno Forfar Forfar „ 
18 Aberlour Aberlour Banff | 64 — 
19 Abernyte Dundee Perth * 138 
20 Abernethy Perth Perth EL 3 445 
21 Abernethy  Abernethy Elgin & Inver, XIII. I29 - 
22 Aboyne Kincard. O'Niel Aberdeen XIX. 296 
23 Airly Meigle Forfar XI. 15 208 
Vor . 4 B No. 24 


* This Alphabetical Liſt was drawn up by the late worthy Mr David 


Ure, miniſter of Uphall, who, in various reſpects, contributed his affiſtange 
to this work. 
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No. 


Pariſh, 


24 Airth 
25 Alford 
26 Alneſs 
27 Alloa 
28 Alva 
29 Alvah 
30 Alves 
31 Alvie 
32 Alyth 
33 Ancrum 
34 Annan 
35 Anſtruther Eaſter 
36 Anſtruther Weſter 
37 Anwoth 
38 Applecroſs 
29 Applegarth 
40 Arbirlot | 
41 Arbuthnot 
42 Ardchattan 
43 Ardclach 
44 Arderſier 
45 Ardnamurchan 
46 Ardroſſan 
47 Arngaſk 
43 Arroquhar 
49 Aſhirk 
80 Aſſint 
51 Athelſtaneford 
52 Auchindoir 
53 Auchinleck 
54 Auchterarder 
55 Auchterderran 
56 Avghtergaven 
57 Auchterhouſe 
58 Auchterleſs 
59 Auchtermuchty 
60 Auchtertoul 
61 Auldearn 
62 Avendale 
&z Avoch ' 


Alphabetical Lift 


Vol. No. Page 


Chancnry 


Preſpytery. County. 
Stirling Stirling 
Alford Aberdeen 

Dingwall Roſs 
Stirling Clackmannan 
Stirling Stirling 
Turreff Banff 
Elgin Elgin 
Abernethy Inverneſs 
Meigle Perth 
Jedburgh Roxburgh 
Annan Dumfries 
St Andrews Fife 
St Andrews Tie 
Kirkcudbright Kirkcudbright 
Lochcarron Roſs 
Lochmaben Dumfries 
Aberbrothwick Forfar 
Fordoun Kincardine 
Lorn Argyle 
Nairn Nairn 
Nairn Inverneſs 
Mall Argyle & Inver. 
Irvine Air 
Perth |, Perth 
Dunbarton Dunbarton 
Selkirk Roxb. & Selk. 
Dornoch Sutherland 
Haddington Haddington 
Alford Aberdeen 
Air | Air 
Auchterarder Perth _ 
Kirkaldy Fife 
Dunkeld Perth 
Dundee Forfar 
Turriff Aberdeen 
Cupar Fife 
Kirkaldy Fife 
Nairn Nalin 
Hamilton Lanark 


Roſs 


III. 69 48 ; 
XV, 1 : 4 64, 65 Air, 
X. s . Ayton 
VIII. 40 55 
XVIII. 4 1 
IV. 52 39 
XI. 43 zo Ballant 
XIII. 26 3) Jes Balder 
VI. 43 3% Balfron 
X. 23 28% o Balling 
XIX. 22 4% Balmac 
XVI. 12 2%: Balmay 
III. J; Balme! 
XIII. 14 Balquh 
III. 75 Banch 
VIII. 76 Banch 
III. 17 Banff 
XVII. 78 Barr 
VI. 79 Barra) 
IV. $0 Barrie 
| IV. $1 Barva 
XX. $2 Bathg 
VII. 3 $3 Beath 
I 42 4148 *4 Bedri 
III. 63 433M 5; Beith 
III. 24 2 _—_ 
XVI. 8 16% 66 Belk: 
X. 11 16 67 Belli 
XII. 34 4% 88 Bend 
XI. 34 % 8 Bent 
141 go Bigg 
I. 47 449 9: Bin 
XVII. 40 55 92 Birk 
31 510% 93 Blac 


94 Bla: 
95 Bla 
90 Bla 
97 Bol 
98 Bol 
99 Bo! 
100 Boi 


: No. Pag 3 . | ra 4 3 
0. Pariſh, Preſbytery. County. Vol. No. Page. 
6 | 
: 15 s 6 65 Air, 2 miniſters Air Air 515 "0" 
1 q | II. App. 377 
5 236 Ayton Chirnſide Berwick = 9 79 
J. 40 59 ket 
III. 4 12 B 6 
52 | 
43 sog Ballantrae Stranraer Air E. 13 103 
26 3:63 Baldernock Dunbarton Stirling XV. 16 271 
43 9 Balfron Dunbarton Stirling XVII. 37 530 
23 23070 Ballingry Kirkaldy Fife VII. 29 314 
22 44 !: Balmaclellan Kirkcudbright Kirkcudbright VII. 2x 223 
12 12 Balmaghie Kirkcudbright Kirkcudbright XIII. 4x 640 
6 ; Balmerino Cupar Fife II. 16 216 
23 34% Balquhidder Dumblane Perth TE x5: 088 
56 36M; Banchory Davinick Aberdeen Aber. & Kinc, IV. 59 450 
16 308M 56 Banchory Tarnan Kincard. O'Niel Kincard. & Ab. VII. 379 369 | 
67 46% 77 Banff Fordyce . Banff X. 17 319 
. 26 3 78 Barr Air Air XII. 8 81 
23 1:4 Batray Uiſt Inverneſs XIII. 22 326 
19 15 8 Barrie Aberbrothwick Forfar N. "36 436 
11 87 Barvas Lewis Roſs XIX. 7 263 
15 268 62 Bathgate Linlithgow Linlithgow I. 37 348 
2 4M 653 Beath Dunfermline Fife III. 29 233 
$4 Bedrule Jedburgh Roxburgh XV. 27 556 
v5 Beith 1 Irvine Air and Ren- 7 VIII. 18 314 
| er _ frew VIII. App. 65r 
$6 Belbelvie Aberdeen Aberdeen VII. 20 218 
57 Bellie Stratlibogie Banff & Elgin XIV. 15 263 
8s Bendothy Meigle Perth XIX. 15 334 
8 Benholme Fordoun Kincardine XV. 13 277 
90 Biggar | 8 | Biggar Lanark 3 332 
47 „ Birnie Elgin Elgin n 
40 55188 92 Birſe Kincard. O'Niel Aberdeen K. 8 183 
93 Blackford Auchterarder Perth NE. . 23 203 
94 Blair Atboll Dunkeld Perth 1 1  46r 
95 Blair Gowrie Meigle Perth XVII. 14 191 
96 Blantyre, Hamilton Lanark II. 16 213 
97 Bobarm Aberlour Banff and Elgin XVII. 24 358 
98 Boleſkine Abertarf Inverneſs 0 
99 Bolton 71 Haddington Haddington IV s u8s 
No. 22> Bonbil Dunbarton Dunbarton III. 65 445 
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No, Pariſh, Preſbytery. County. Vol. No. Page. | 
101 Bonkle Dunſe Berwick III. 19 15 Cardroſs 
102 Borgue | Kirkcudbright Kirkcudbright XI. 2 33 Cargill 
103 Borrowſtounneſs Linlithgow Linlithgow XVIIL.16 42 Carluke 
104 Borthwick Dalkeith Edinburgh XIII. 40 62M Carmicha 
105 Bothkennar Stirling Stirling XVII. 19 29 WM; Carmunn 
106 Bothwell Hamilton _ Lanark XVI. 17 29% Carmylic 
107 Botriphnie Strathbogie Banff 3 N. 3 6 Carnbee 

$f: | XVIIL 24 44 6 Carnock 
108 Bourtie Garioch Aberdeen IX. 29 43% Carnwat 
109 Bowden Selkirk Roxburgh XVI. 11 23008 Careſtor 
1x0 Bower Caithneſs Caithneſs VII. 50 5204 Carride! 
111 Boyndie Fordyce Banff XIX. 12 zo Carring 
112 Bracadale Sky Inverneſs III. 32 2% Carſefa: 
113, 114 Brechin, 2 miniſts. Brechin Forfar V. 34 455008" Carſtair 
115 Breſſay AZietland Orkney 1 63 Caſtlet« 
116 Broughton Biggar Peebles VII. 15 1564 Cathca 
117 Buchanan Dunbarton Stirling IX. 2 125 Cavers 
118 Buittle Kirkcudbright Kirkcudbright XVII. 10 114856 Ceres 
119 Burntiſland Kirkaldy —_ I. 38 4237 Chane 
| 8 Chape 
| th 5 icy Chiral 
5 | |; 160 Cimbr 
120 Cabrach Alford Banff VII. 36 zer. Clack 
121 Cadder Glaſgow Lanark VIII. 28 474M; Clatt 
122 Caerlaverock Dumfries Dumfries „„ 163 Cleiſt 
123 Cairny Strathbogie Aberdeen XII. xz 1218; # Cloſe 
124 Calder Nairn Nairn & Iaver, IV. 48 349 16; Cluni 
125 Calder (Mid) Linlithgow Edinburgh XIV. 21 353M: Ciun 
126 Calder (Weſt) Linlithgow Edinburgh XVII. 9 io s, Clyn 
| 7 Gy 
124 Callander Dunblane Perth XI, 50 574 Cs cock 
128 Cambuſlang Hamilton Lanark V. . 26 gl 169 Coch 
129 Cambuſnethan Hamilton Lanark XII. 38 $68 170 Cold 
130 Cameron St Andrews Fife XI. 13 198 191 Colt 
131, 132 n Kintyre | Ads xX. 35 zun Cal 
"2 miniſters | | 173 Col 
133 Campſie Glaſgow Stirling XV. rg 314 174 Col 

134 Caniſbay Caithneſs Caithneſs VIII. 10 142 175 col 
135 Canoby Langholm Dumfries XIV. 23 497 176 Col 
130, 137 ene Edinburgh Edinburgh VI. 57 550% % Cor 

2 miniſters | | 58 co 
138 Caputh Dunkeld Perth IX. 33 455 
. No. 139 


kg Cardroſs 

o Cargill 

i Carluke 

: Carmichael 
z; Carmunnock 
; Carmylie 
4; Carnbee 

b Carnock 
Carnwath 
43 Careſton 

49 Carriden 
co Carrington 
z Carſefairn 
52 Carſtairs 
63 Caſtletown 
% Cathcart 

55 Cavers 

6 Ceres 

% Chanelkirk 


ig Chirnſide 
160 Cimbraes 


162 Clatt 
163 Cleiſn 
164 Cloſeburn 
165 Clunie 
166 Clunie 
167 Clyne 


168 Cockburnſpati 


169 Cockpen 


150 Coldiogham 


171 Colftream 
172 Collace 
173 Colleſſie 
174 Collington 
175 Colmonell 
176 Colvend 
197 Comrie 
78 Contin 


Pariſh 


zs Chapel of Garioch 


161 Clackmannan 


of the Pariſhes, Cc. 


. Preſbytery. County, 
Dunbarton Dunbarton 
Dunkeld Perth 
Lanark Lanark 
Lanark Lanark 
Glaſgow Lanark 
Aberbrothwick Forfar 
St Andrews Fife 
Dunfermline Fife 

Lanark Lanark 

Brechin Forfar 

Linlithgow Linlithgow 

Dalkeith Edinburgh 
Kirkcudbright Kirkcudbright 

Lanark Lanark 

Langholm Roxburgh 

Glaſgow Renfr. & Lan, 
| Jedburgh Roxburgh 

Cupar Fife 
Lauder Berwick 

Garioch Aberdeen 

Chirnſide Berwick 

Irvine Air 

Stirling Clackmannan 

Alford Aberdeen 

Dunfermline Kinroſs 

Penpont Dumfries 

Dunkeld Perth 

Kincard. O'Niel Aberdeen 

Dornoch Sutherland 

Dunbar Berwick 

Dalkeith Edinburgh 

Chirnſide Berwick 
Chirnſide Berwick 

Perth Perth 

Cupar Fife 

Edinburgh Edinburgh 

Stranraer Air 

Dumfries Kirkcudbright 

Auchterarder Perth 

Dingwall Roſs & Crom. 


559 
Vol. No. Page 


XVII. 15 209 
XIII. 33 $29 
VIII. 9 120 
XIII. 25 364 
XVIII. 6 158 
I. 44 435 
A. 3 23 
XI. 40 479 
X. 27 326 
II. 42 483 
I. It 97 
XIV. 25 438 
VII. 49 513 
XVIII. 7 176 
XVI. 3 60 
V. 22 336 
XVII. 7 89 
V. 26 379 
XIII. 27 384 
XI. 41 500 
„1 
XI. 30 391 
XIV. 37 505 
VII. 33 535 
III. 76 $49 
XIII. 17 233 
IX. 17 226 
X. 19 235 
X. 24 298 
XIII. 16 22x 
H. 24 317 
XI. 4 43 
IV. 35, 410 
XX. 10 235 


II 36 416 


XIX. 27 579 
II. 7 83 
XVII. 9 98 
Xl. 11 178 
VII. 16 167 

No. 179 
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Noe. Pariſh. 


179 Corſtorphine 
180 Cortachy 
181 Coull 

182 Coupar Angus 
183 Covington 
184 Coylton 
185 Craig | 
186 Craigie 
187 Craigniſu 
188 Crail + 
189 Crailing 
190 Cramond 
191 Cranſhaws 
192 Cranſton 
193 Crathy 
194 Crawford 
195 Crawford-John 
196 Crichton 
197 Criech 

198 Criech 

199 Crieff 

200 Crimond 
201 Cromarty 
202 Cromdale 
203 Croſs 
204 Croſsmichael 
205 Croy 

206 Cruden 

20) Cullen 


208, 209 Culroſs, 2 miniſts. 


210 QCulſalmond 
211 Culter 

212 Cults 

213 Cumbernauld 
214 Cummertrees 


215 Cumnock (New) 
216 Cumnock (Old) 
217, 218 Cupar Fiſe, 


2 miniſters 
219 Currie 
220 Cuſhnie 


Alphabetical Liſt 


Inverneſs & Elg. VIII. 13 251 


Invern. & Naim XI. 48 


Preſbytery. County. 
Edinburgh Edinburgh 
Forfar Forfar | 

| Kineard. O'Niel Aberdeen 
Meigle Perth & Forfar 
Biggar Lanark 
Air Air 
Brechin Forfar 
Air Air 
Inveraray Argyle 
St Andrews Fife 
Jedburgh Roxburgh 
Edinburgh Edinburgh 
Dunſe Berwick 
Dalkeith Edinburgh 
_ Kincard. O'Niel Aberdeen 
Lanark Lanark 
Lanark Lanark 
Dalkeith Edinburgh 
Cupar . Fife _ 
Dornoch Sutherland 
Auchterarder Perth 
Deer Aberdeen 
Chanonry Cromarty 
Abernethy 
North Ifles Orkney 
Kirkcudbiight Kirkcudbright 
Nairn 
Ellon Aberdeen 
Fordyce Banff 
Dunfermline Perth 
Garioch Aberdeen 
Biggar Lanark 
Capar Fife 
Glaſgow Dunbarton 
Annan Dumfries 
Air Air 
Air Air 
Cupar Fife 
Edinburgh Edinburgh 
Alford 


Aberdeen 


Vol. No. Pag 
XIV. 26 4 
X. 36 506 
III. 22 ng 
XVII. r 
9 23 

I. 12 
II. 44 

V. 14 
VII. 45 
EX.” 
H.. 26 41 
1 27 2 
VI. 46 43 
IL 18. 
XIV. 20 33 
IV. 66 50 
VI. 3n-v0 
XIV. 24 43 
IV. ze 22 
VIII. 21 36 
38 of 
A. 32 46 
XII. 20 245 


VII. 46 450 
E 21 16 


V. 30 431 
XII. 13 14 
88; 9 I31 
XVIII. Ap. 645 
III. 30 240 
VI. 10 73 
. 3 
VI. 48 462 
VII. 28 304 
in 
VI. 44 407 


XVII. 11 137 


V. 20 313 


I. 24-37 


2 Par 


i Dailly 


Dairſie 
\ Dalgety 
; Dalkeith 
Dallas 


{ Dalmeny 


7 Dalry 

$ Dalry 

9 Dalrymp! 
v Dalſerf 
Dalton 

; Dalziel 
; Damelin 
fl Daviot 
i; Daviot 
Deer ( 
Deer (d 
$8 Delting 
95 Denino 
Denny 
1 Deſk for 
2 Ding 
13 Dirleto 
4 Dollar 
8 Dolph: 
b Doxes 
+ Dorno 
8 Dorno 
19 Doug 
ko Drain 
51 Dreg| 
$2 Dron 
5 Drun 
4 Drun 
35 Drun 
6 Dryr 
6% Dry! 


No, Pag 
V. 26 %. Pariſh, 
” "WM Daily 
II. x Dairſie | 
_ Dalgety 
1 ; Dalkeith 
Dallas 
44 46 
24 | 2688 Dalmeny 
5 1 Dalry 
3 i 
25 32 Dalry 
27 218) Dalrymple 
46 40 Dalſerf 
13 % Dalton 
20 zz Dalziel 
66 zo Damelingtoun 
32 2799 Daviot 
24 4j Daviot 
30 221 Deer (Old) 
21 36 Deer (New) 
35 86% Delting 
32 409 Denino 
20 24 Denny 
13 25 Deſkford 
46 450 2 Dingwall 5 
21 16; Dirleton 
48 5 Dollar - 
30 43% Dolphington 
13 143 ( Dores 
9 131884 Dornoch 
„Ap. 649 s Dornock 
30 20 Douglas 
ro 7 Drainy 
35 4% Dreghorn 
48 462 Dron | 
8 304 Wi; Drumbilade 
4 08 Wh54 Drummelzier 
4 407 W's Drumoak 
1 137 56 Drymen 


% Dryidale 


D 


of the Pariſhes, &c. 


Preſbytery. 


Air 

Cupar 
Dunfermline 
Dalkeith 
Forres 


3 Linlithgow 


Irvine 
Kirkcudbright 
Air 
Hamilton 
Lochmaben 
Hamilton 
Air 
Garioch 
Inverneſs 
Deer 
Deer 
Shetland 
St Andrews 
Stirling 
Fordyce 
Ding wall 
Haddington 
Stirling 
Biggar 
Inverneſs 
Dornoch 
Annan 
Lanark 
Elgin 
Irvine 
Perth 
Turreff 
Peebles 
Aberdeen 
Dunbarton 
TLochmaben 


561 


County. Vol. No. Page. 
Air X. 2 - 
Fife III. 31 242 
Fife RV. 15 260 
Edinburgh ALE: 4.18 
Elgin IV. 13 105 
Linlithgow I. 20.127 
IX. App. 640 

Air XII. 9 90 
Kirkcudbright XIII. 5 45 
Air IV... 41.305 
Lanark 1 AzT 
Dumfries 10 
Lanark III. 66 454 
Air 7 
Aberdeen V4-.-33-: bs 

Inverneſs . 3: 69 

Aberdeen XVI. 22 469 
Aberdeen IX. 14 184 
Orkney ha 40 385 
Fife I 28 
Stirling H. 37 420 
Bauff IV. 49 358 
Roſs 1 1 
Haddington III. 21 194 
Clackmannan XV. 10 185 
Lanark XIV. 7. 107 
Inverneſs III. 68 479 
Sutherland VIII. 1 
Dumfries II. 4 IG 
Lanark . 
Elgin 1 
Air IV. 37 20 
Perth IX. 32 466 
Aberdeen IV. 6 52 
Peebles VII. 14 153 
Aber. & Kincar. III. 47 315 
Stirling VIII. 34 546 
Damfries - - I. 8 4s 
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562 

No. Pariſh. Preſpytery. 
258 Dudingſton Edinburgh 
259 Duffus Elgin 
260 Duiriniſh Sky 

261 Dull Dunkeld 
262 Dumbarny Perth 


263, 264 Dumfries, 2 mins. Dumfries 


265 Dun Brechin 
266 Dunbar Dunbar 
267 Dunbarton Dunbarton 
268 Dunblane Dunblane 
269 Dunbog Cupar 


270, 271, 292, 273, 3 Dundee 
Dundee, 5 miniſters ; 


275 Dundonald Air 
276, 277 3 Dunfermline 
2 miniſters 
278 Dunkeld Dunkeld 
279 Dunkeld Little Dunkeld 
280 Dunlop Irvine 
281 Dunnet Caithneſs 
282 Dunnichen Forfar 
283 Dunning Auchterarder 
284 Dunnottar Fordoun 
285 Dunoon Dunoon 
286 Dunroſlneſs Zetland 
287 Dunſcore Dumfries 
288 Dunſe Dunſe 
289 Dunſyre Biggar 
290 Duriſdeer Penpont 
291 Durneſs Tongue 
292 Durris Aberdeen 
293 Duthil Abernethy 
294 Dyce Aberdeen 
295 Dyke Forres 
296, 297 Dyſart, 2 miniſts. Kirkaldy 
298 Eagleſham Glaſgow 
299 Earlitoun Lander 


Alphabetical Liſt 


County. 


Edinburgh 
Elgin 
Inverneſs 
Perth 
Perth 


Dumfries 


For far 
Haddington 
Dunbarton 
Perth 

Fife 


Forfar 
Air 
Fife 


| Perth 


Perth 
Air 
Caithneſs 
Forfar 
Perth 
Kincardine 
Argyle 
Orkney 


Dumfries 
Berwick 
Lanark 


Dumfries 
Sutherland 


Kincardine 


Vol. No. Page 


Elgin & Invern. IV. 42 


Aberdeen 


Elgin 
Fife 


Eenfrew 


Berwick 


No. 


XVIII. r3 300 400 Eaſtw 
VIIL. 22 38, Wl! Eccle: 
IV. 16 1; 22 Ecclel 
VL | 20 14 $03 Echt 
VIII. 23 4 54 Eckfo 
V. + ui ds Edde: 
III. 54 3:56 Edder 
W-- 36 47 7 Eden] 
IV. I 4 586—— 37 
VII. 31 31M 16 
IV. zi 23 Edde 
11s Edna 
VIII. 12 192 nb Edro 
VII. 55 6:87 Edze 
N 128, 3291 
XIII. 29 428 90 Elloz 
XX. 20 410 31 Ely 
VI. 40 3% 332 Erro 
IX. 36 83% = 
XI. 18 234 £0 
I. 43 4 Ee 
XIX. 20 434 336 Ette 
XI. 16 214 $37 Evic 
II. 32 383 338 Ewe 
VII. 39 391 s Eye 
III. 17 14 
III. App. 597 
IV. 51 378 
I 38 3% % 7 
IV. 60 4% % Fal 
III. 59 $16 % Fal 
III. 36 25 Far 
III. App. 601 1 Fes 
308 345 Fer 
e 346 Fer 
I App. 59; % Fe 
XX. 9 192 505 — 
XII. 35 502 ot a 
. 351 Fet 
IV. 33 2% 352 Fir 
No. 300 v. 


of the Pariſhes, &c. 


No. ' Pariſh, 
400 Eaſtwood 


gt Eccles 
9: Eccleſmachan 
vz Echt 
4 Eckford 
1s Edderachylis 
v Eddertown Tain 
57 Edenkeillie | Forres 


ph—32 3. Edinburgh, [ E. d inbu rgh 


Paiſley 
Dutiſe 
Linlithgow 


Jedburgh 
Tongue 


I6 miniſters 
124 Eddeleſton 
15 Ednam 
3:6 Edrom Chirnſide 
1) Edzell Brechin 
18, 329 Elgyn, 2 miniſters Elgin 
330 Ellon Ellon 
31 Ely St Andrews 
132 Errol Perth 
333 Erſkine Paiſley 
334 Eſkdalemuir Langholme 
335 Effie Meigle 
336 Etterick Selkirk 
137 Evie ' Kirkwall 
338 Ewes Langholme 
339 Eye mouth Chirnſide 


* 


Peebles 
Kelſo 


Dalkeith 
Linlithgow 
Cupar 
Tongue 
Tain 


Irvine 


140 Fala 

141 Falkirk 

142 Falkland 
343 Far 

344 Fearn 
345 Fenwick 
346 Fern Brechin 

347 Fernell Brechin 

348 Ferry- Port. on- Craig St Andrews 
349 Fetlar 

350 Fettercairn 
351 Fettereſſo 
352 Fintray 


Fordoun 
Fordoun 
Aberdeen 


Var, XX. 4 C 


Preſpytery. 


Kincard. O' Niel 


Shetland 


County. 
Renfrew 
Berwick 
Linlithgow 
Aberdeen 
Roxburyh 
Sutherland 
Roſs 


Elgin and Forres 


Edinburgh 


Peebles 
Roxburgh 
Berwick 
Forfar 
Elgin 
Aberdeen 
Fife 
Ferth- - -. 
Renfrew 
Dumfries 
Forfar 
Selkirk 
Orkney 


Dumfries 


Berwick 


Edinb. & Hadn. 


Stirling 
Fife 
Sutherland 
Roſs 

Air 

Forfar 
Forfar 
Fife 


Orkney & Shetl, 
_ Kincardine 


Kincardine 


Aberdeen 


563 


Vol. No. Page. 


XVIII. 10 


199 


XI. 17 230 


3 


XIII. 39 
VIII. 2 
VI. 33 
1 
VIII. 35 


VE 47 


XVII. 13 


XI. 23 


I. 15 


7 


I 
II. 9 
XVII. 38 
IV. 63 
IX. 5 
XII. 42 
XVI. 9 
1 
. 
XIV. 27 
. 


367 
615 

20 
278 
461 
553 


559 
182 
303 
116 
100 
I 
98 
537 
480 
58 
607 


212 


294 
247 
405 
112 


564 


No. 
353 Fintry 

354 Firth 

355 Fliſk 

356 Fodderty 
357 Fogo 

358 Forbes 
359 Fordice 
360 Fordoun 
361 Forfar | 
362 Forgan 

363 Forgandenny 
364 Forglen 

365 Forgue 

366 Forres 

367 Forteviot | 
368 Fortingal 
369 Follaway 
370 Foulden, 
371 Foulis (Weſter) 
372 Foveran 
373 Fraſerburgh 


374 Fyvie 


Parith. 


G 
375 Gairloch 
376 Galaſhiels 
377 Galſton 
378 Gamrie . 
379 Gargunnock 
380 Gartly 
381 Garvald 
382 Garvock 
383 Gaſk | 
384 Gigha 
385 Girthon 


386 Girvan 
384 Gladſmuir 
388 Glammifs 


Preſbytery. 
Dumbarton 
Cairſton 
Cupar 
Ding wall 
Dunſe 
Alford 


Fordyce 


Fordoun 
Forfar 
St Andrews 


Perth 


Turreff 
Turreff 
Forres 
Perth 
Dunkeld 


Auchterarder 


Chirnſide 
Auchterarder 
Ellon 

Deer 

Turreff 


Lochcarren 
Selkirk 

Air 
Turreff 
Stirling 
Strathbogie 
Haddington 


Fordoun 


Auchterarder 
Kintyfe 

Air 
Haddington 
Forfar 


Eirkcudbright 


Alphabeticul Lift 


R Vol. No. Page 


County. 
Stirling XI. 28 
Orkney ATV» 
Fife 111. 34 
Cromarty & Roſs VII. 4: 
Berwiek XX. 23 
Aberdeen 11 
Banff III. 4 
Kincardine IV. 62 
| Forfar VI. 52 
Fife XVI. 3 
Perth . 45 
Banff XIV. 32 
Aberdeen XII. 22 
Banff XVII. 29 
Perth 3 
Perth II. 40 
Perth & Kinroſs XVIII. 1) 
Berwick Af. 4 
Perth XV. 28 
Aberdeen VI. 8 
Aberdeen VI. I 
Aberdeen ; » RT | 
Roſs III. 7 
Roxb. & Selkirk II. 23 
Air II. 8 
Banff I. 80 
Stirling XVIII. z 
Banff XI. 9 
Haddington XIII. 24 
Kincardine 16 
Perth I. 51 
Argyle vn 
Kirkcudbrighht XI. 24 
Air XII. 26 
| XII. App. 
Haddington VII. 30 
11 | III. 13 
Forfar e 


No. 385 


E 


59, Glasforc 

121 397 

25 8 mir 

m Glaſgov 

270 99 Glaſgov 

u Glaſgov 
mn Glaſs 

49 2 Glaſſary 

51 b3 Glaſſerti 

04 Glenbe 

2088s Glenbu 

530 56 Glencai 

5CGlencre 

449 Glendo 

119 Glenelg 

mL Glenho 

4. WW! Glenifl: 

Int 2 Glenn 

594 j Glenor 

4 Glenſh: 

4% Colo; 

16 Gordor 

1 Govan 

18 Grain 

ig Grange 

290% % Green 

7, 422, C 

46 2 m 

; Guthr 

1, 425, P 

2 m 

6 Halkir 

5, 428, 

2 

9 Harra, 

33999 Harris 

62 03: Haw ic 

31 32 Herio! 

1248833 Hobk: 


611 


19 Glasford 
90 397 Glaſgow, 
8 miniſters 5 
1 Glaſgow (Gorbals) 
wy Glaſgow (Barony) 


1 Glaſs 

: Glaflary | 
z Glafſerton 
a Glenbervie 
x; Glenbucket 
ps Glencairn 
) Glencroſs 
$ Glendovan 
0g Glenelg | 
vo Glenholm 
ur Glenifla 
: Glenmuick 


13 Glenorchy 


4 Glenſheil 

1; Golſpy 

16 Gordon 

) Govan | 

18 Graitney 

ig Grange, 

10 Greeniaw 

u, 422, Greenock, 
2 miniſters 

13 Guthrie 

4, 425, 3 
2 miniſters 

26 Halkir _, 


2 mihiſters 
9 Harra 
30 Harris 
% Hawick ” 
32 Heriot 
33 Hobkirk 


, 428, Res} | 


of the Pariſhes, &c. 


Preſbytery. 
Hamilton 
Glaſgow- 


Glaſgow 
Glaſgow 


o Glaſgow (New Port) Paiſley 


Strathbogie 
Inveraray 
Wigton 
Fordoun 
Alford 
Penpont 
Dalkeith 
Auchterarder 
Lochcarron 
Biggar 
Meigle 
Kincard. O' Neil 


Lorn 


Lochcarron 
Dornoch 
Lauder 
Glaſgow 
Annan 
Strathbogie 
Dunſe 


Paiſley 
Ahberbrothgck 
Hadd ington 
Caithneſs 
Hamilton 
Cairſton 

Uut 
Jedburgh 
Dalkeith 
Jedburgh 


565 


County. Vol. No. Page. 
Lanark VII. 12 142 
Lanark V. 37 488 
Lanark V. .+ $$: 6 39 
Lanark XII. 10. 09 
Reafrew W 39. 544 
Banff & Aberd. VII. 40 399 
Argyle XIII. 42 653 
Wigton XVII. 43 581 
Kincardine | XI. 36 449 
Aberdeen XIX. 29 607 
Dumfries H. 7 329 
Edinburgh EY; - 2T- 436 
Perth N. 18 229 
Inverneſs XVI 15 266 
Peebles IV. 57 429 
Forfar VI. 42 390 
Aberdeen XII. 16 16 
Argyle VIII. 20 335 
VIII. App. 651 
Roſs I, o <2 
Sutherland N.: 3 26 
Berwick V. s 88 
Lanark & Renfr. XV. 17 281 
Dumfries . 33 818 
Banff IX. 39 550 
Berwick XIV. 30 591 
Renfrew V 49 559 
Forfar VIII. 19 329 
Haddington 33 335 
Caithneſs XIE: x I 
Lanark II, 18 177 
Orkney XIV. 19 371 
Inverneſs X. 28 342 
Roxburgh VIII. 32 $21 
Edinburgh VI. 2 80 
Roxburgh 1. WL? 
No. 434 


$66 


No. Pariſh. 


434 Hoddom 
435 Holme 


436 Holywood 


437 Hounam 
438 Houſtoun 
439 Hoy 

440 Humbie 
441 Huntly 
442 Hutton 
443 Hutton 


I 


444 Jedburgh * 


445 Inch 


446 Inchinnan 


447 Inchture 
448 Irnerkip 


449 Innerliethen 
450 Innerwick 


451 Inſch 


452, 453, Inveraray, 
2 miniſters 

454 Inverarity 

455 Inveraven 

456 Invetbervie 

457 Inverchaolain 


458 Invereſk 


459 Inverkeillor 

460 Inverkeithing 

461 Inverkeithny 

464, Inverneſs, 


462, 


3 miniſters 
465 Inverury 
466 Johnſton 
467 Irvine 
46 Jura 


Alphabetical Liſt 


Preſbytery. 


Annan 
Kirkwall 
Dumfries 
Jedburgh 
Paiſley 
Cairſton 
Haddington 
Strathbogie 
Chiruſide 


Lochmaben 


Jedburgh 
Stranraer 
Paiſley 
Dundee 
Paiſley 
Peebles 
Dunbar 
Garioch 


Inveraray 


Forfar 


Aberlcur 
Fordoun 
Dunoon 


Dalkeith 
Aberbrothock 


Dunfermline 
Turreff 


8 Inverneſs 


Garioch 
Lochmaben 
Irvine 


Kintyre 


Argyle 


Fife 


County. 


Dumfries 
Orkney 
Dumfries 
Roxburgh 
Renfrew 
Orkney 
Haddington 
Aberdeen 
Berwick 
Dumfries 


Roxburgh 
Wigton 
Renfrew 
Perth 
Renfrew 
Peebles 
Haddington 
Aberdeen 
Argyle 


Forfar 


Elgin and Banff 


Kincardine 


Edinburgh 
Forfar 


Banff 
Inverneſs 


Aberdeen 
Dumfries 
Air 
Argyle 


Val. No. Pag | 
Hl. 53; 
V. 28 No. 
K : 469 Keig 
5 4 470 Keir 
VI. | 
Xl. 39 473 Kell 
IV. 26 
| „ Kel 
476 Ken 
477 Ker 
I 
III. 16 14 498 25 
| 450 E 
IV. 25 10 6 Ke 
IX. 7 ' 4 15 
XIX. 28 59 482 Ke 
. 16 1 | 
XVII. z ld #5 K 
484 K 
486 K 
487 K 
488 P 


No. Pariſh. 


69 Keig 
40 Keir 
471 Keith 
472 Keith-hall 


473 Kel 


474 Kelſo 
415 Kelton 
476 Kemback 


477 Kemnay 


48 Kenethmont 
479 Kenmore 
480 Kennoway 
481 Kettins 


482 Kettle 


483 Kilbarchan 

434 Kilbirny 

485 Kilbrandon 

486 Kilbride 

487 Kilbride (Eaſt) 
488 Kilbride (Welt) 
489 Kil no 

490 Kilcalmonnell 
491 Kilchoman 


| 492 Kilchrenan 


493 Kilconquhar 
494 Kildalton 
495 Kildonan 
496 Kildrummy 
497 Kilfinan 

498 Kilfinichen 
499 Killarrow- 
500 Killean 


01 Killearn 


802 Killearnan 
503 Killin * 


* 
» * 


of the Pariſhes, Wc. 567 
Preſpytery. County. Vol. No. Page, 
Alford Aberdeen XI. 37 455 
Penpont Dumfries II. 1 73 
Strathbogie Banff V. 29 414 
Garioch Aberdeen II. 47 827 
Kirkcudbright Kirkeudright 2 
8 | IX. App. 637 
EKelſo Roxburgh X. 37 576 
Kirkcudbrighht Kirkcudbright VIII. 16 297 
St Andrews Fife XIV. 18 297 
Garioch Aberdeen n 
XII. App. 619 
Alford Aberdeen XIII. 6 66 
Dunkeld Perth XVII. 30 456 
Kirkaldy Fife XIII. 10 123 
Meikle Forfar XVII. 2 13 
Cupar Fife 77 39 369 
| II. 412 
Paiſley Renfrew XV. 23 4382 
Irvine Air VII. 13 149 
Lorn Argyle XIV. iz 157 
Nm Bat. VIII. 37 578 
Hamilton Lanark III. 62 421 
Irvine „ XII. 31 40g 
Biggar Peebles IV. 44 324 
Kintyre Argyle X. 3 80 
Kintyre Argyle XI. 20 276 
Lorn Argyle VI. 31 266 
St Andrew Fife IX. 19 287 
Kintyre Argyle XI. 21 286 
Dornoch Sutherland III. 60 40g 
Alford Aberdeen XVIII. 15 4rr 
Dunoon Argyle XIV. 14 229 
Mull Argyle XIV. 12 170 
Kintyre Argyle XI. 22 298 
Kintyre Argyle XIX. 32 627 
Dumbarton Stirling XVI. 5 100 
Chanonry | Roſs XVII. 23 337 
Dunkeld Perth XVII. 25 368 
7 No. 504 
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No. 


. Alphabetical Lift 


County. 
Argyle 


Pariſh, 


504 Kilmadan 
des Kilmadock 
506 Kilmaleolm 


50) Kilmalie 


808 Kilmanivaig 


sog Kilmany 


510, 511, Kilmarnock, ? 
| ' 2 miniſters, 
512 Kilmaronock 


Sig Kilmartin 


514 Kilmaurs 


' 516 Kilmorack 
5316 Kilmore 


517 Kilmory 
518 Kilmuir 


519 Kilmuir (Eaſter) 
520 Kilmuir (Weſter) 
$521 Kilninian 


522 Kilninyer 


523 Kilpatrick (New 


or Eaſt) 


524 Kilpatrick (Old or 


Wet) 
525 Kilrenpey 


526 Kilſpindie | 


32 7 Kilſyth 


528 Kiltarlity 
$29 Kiltearn 


530 Kilwinnjng 5 
5 31 Kincardine 


532 Kincardine 3 
333 Kincardine O'Niel 
934 Kinclaven 
pd $35 Kinfauns 
538 Kingarth 


"SIP: King Edward 


538, King horn 
$39 Kinglaſſie 
34% Kingalqrum 


4, . 4 


Preſbytery. 


Dunoon 


| -Dunblane 


j 


Slaſgow 


Dunblane 
Tain 


Paiſley 
Abertarf 


Abertarf 


Cupar 
Trine 
Dumbarton 


Inveraray 
Irvine 


Tain 


Chanonry 


Mull 
Lom 


Dunbarton 


Dunbarton 


St Andrews 
Perth 


Inverneſs 
Dingwall 
Irvine 


Kincard. O'N iel 
Dunkeld 

Perth 

Dunoon 

Turreff 


| Kickaldy | 
_ Kuirkaldy 


Meig le 


Perth 
Renfrew 


Vol. N. Page. 


IV. 46 337 
XX, 3 40 
IV. 36 274 


IV. App. 579 


Invern. & Argyle VIII. 24 407 


Inverneſs 
Fife _ 


Air 


Dumbarton 
Argyle 


Air 


Inverneſs 


| Argyle 


Bute 
Inverneſs 


Roſs 


Argyle 
Argyle 


XVII. 39 543 
XIX. 19 410 


II. 


XI. 8 121 


e 
AL. 48 547 
Roſs & Cromarty VI. 24 183 


XII. 21 262 
XIV. 10 139 
X. 26 375 


Dunbart. & Stirl. VII. 6 99 


Dunbarton V. 18. 229 
Fife | 1. 41 409 
Perth IV. 27 202 
Stirling XVIII. II 214 
Inverneſs XIII. 33 507 
Roſs „ +40" $569 
py XI. 10 142 
Perth VI. 50 475 
Roſs & Cromarty III. 77 505 
Aberdeen „ 
Perth XIX. 14 327 
Perth XIV. 13 „212 
Bute L;-- ... vg -.308 
Aberdeen „ ;..34- 398 
Fife XII. 19 229 
Fife IV. 65 go! 
Forkar IX. 9 137 


1 


gt Kingſ 
92 Kinguf 
613 Kinloc 
14 Kinloſ 
45 Kinna 
46 Kinne; 
% Kinne 
3 Kinne 
40 Kinne 
630 Kinn 
351 Kinre 
$52 Kinte 
$53 Kint« 
554 Kipp 
665 Kirk 
356 Kirk 
557 Kirk 
358 Kirk 
559 Kirk 
30 Kirl 
(61 Karl 
$62 Kir: 
$63 Kar 
$64 Kar 
$65 Kar 
566 Ku 
567 Ki 
68 Ki 
569 Ki 
570 Ki 
371 Ki 
$92 K 


573 K 
574 K 
575 K 
576 E 
597 K 
578 | 


9791 


(o. Parish 


l Kingſbarns 
3 ,: Kinguſſie 
\ 36 274 3 Kinloch 
| PP ' 5194 Kinloſs 
"+ 4274 Kinnaird 
39 843 46 Kinneff 
19 420 


% Kinnell 

43 Kinnellar 
9 Kiunettles 

30 Kinnoul 
461 Kinroſs 

652 Kintail 

853 Kintore 

554 Kippen 

355 Kirkaldy 

356 Kirkbean 

357 Kirkcolm 

358 Kirkconnel 
639 Kirkcudbright 
560 Kirkden 

61 Kirkgunzeon 
362 Kirkhill 

663 Kirkinner 
564 Kirkintillock 
365 Kirkliſton 
566 Kirkmabreck 
$67 Kirkmahoe 
68 Kirkmaiden 
569 Kirkmichael 


7 8 30 Kirkmichael 
477 371 Kirkmichael 
1 $505 1 
6-55 572 Kirkmichnel 
4 327 $13 Kirkmichael 
F 574 Kirknewton 
300 575 Kirkoſwald 
2398 576 Kirkowen 
) 229 

501 

) 


Preſbytery. 


St Andrews 
Abernethy 
Dunkeld 
Forres 
Dundee 
Fordoun 
Aberbrothock 
Aberdeen 
Forfar 
Perth 
Dunfermline 
Lochcarron 
Garioch 
Dunblane 
Kirkaldy 
Dumfries 
Stranraer 
Penpont : 
Kirkcudbright 
Aberbrothock 
Dumfries 
Inverneſs 
Wigton 
Glaſgow 
Linlithgow 
Wigton 
Dumfries 
Stranraer 
Lochmaben 
Air 
Dunkeld 
Abernethy 


Chænonry 
Edinburgh 


Air 
Wigton 


517 Kirkpatrick- Durham Dumfries 
578 Kirkpatrick-Fleming Annan 
$79 Kirkpatrick-Irovgray Dumfries 


| of the Pariſhes, We. 


569 
County. Vol. No. Page 
Fife iv. 34 254 
Inverneſs DE 4 
Perth XVI. 3x 468 
Elgin & Forfes T. 48 402 
Perth VI. 28 233 
EKEincardine VE 25 9 
Forfar 16-43 - 49% 
Aberdeen Vi. % 496 
Forfar "TK. 15 of 
Perth XVIII. 20 $40 
Kinroſs VL 22 164 
Roſs VI. 29 242 
Aberdeen XIII. 7 Sr 
Perth & Stirling XVIII. 12 317 
Fife . --: 4 
Kirkceudbright XV. 7 119 
Wigton II. 5 46 
Dumfries E p<: 
Kirkcudbright XI. I L 
Forfar I 588 
Kirkcudbright VII. 18 187 
Inverneſs N $27 
Wigton IV. 17 138 
Dumbarton IL 21 295 
Linlithgow X. 4 68 
Kirkcudbright XV. 26 543 
Dumfries II. 3 32 
Wigton I. 19 153 
Dumfries I. 8 84 
Air VI. 15 102 
Perth XV. 24 506 
Banff K 425 
| XII. App. 622 
Cromarty & Roſs XIV. 5 88 
Edinburgh IX. 27 407 
Air X. 33 41 
Wigton X. 186 
Kirkcudbright II. 19 249 
Dumfries XIII. 18 248 
Kirkcudbright IV. 68 525 


No. Pariſh, 
580 Kirkpatrick-Juxta 
581 Kirktoun 
582 Kirkurd 
583, 584, Kirkwall, 

2 miniſters 


585 Kirriemuir 


586 Knapdale (North) 
587 Knapdale (South) 
588 Knockandow 


L 


589 Ladykirk- 
590 Ladykirk 
591 Laggan 

592 Lairg 

593 Lamington 
594 Lanark 

595 Langholm 
596 Langton 

597 Larbert 

598 Largo 


599 Largs 


600 Laſwade 
601 Latheron 


602 Lauder 

603 Laurencekirk 

604 Lecropt 

605 Legerwood 

606 Leith (North) 

607, 608, Leith (South 
2 miniſters 

609 Leochel 

610 Lerwick 

611 Leſlie 

612 Leſly 

613, 614, Leſmahagoe, 
2 miniſters 


Alphabetical Liſt 


Preſbytery. 


Lochmaben 
Jedburgh 
Peebles 


Kirkwall 
Forfar 


_ Inveraray 


Inveraray 
Aberlour 


Chirnſide 
North Iſles 


Abertarf 


Dornoch 
Biggar 
Lanark 
Langholm 
Dunſe 
Stirling 
St Andrews 


Irvine 


Dalkeith 


Caithneſs 


Linder 


Fordoun 
Dunblane 
Lauder 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Alford 
Shetland 
Kirkaldy 
Garioch 


$ Lanack 


County, 


Dumfries 


 Roxburgh 


Peebles 
Orkney 
Forfar 


Argyle 
Argyle 
Moray 


Berwick 
Orkney 


Inverneſs 


Sutherland 
Lanark 
Lanark 
Dumfries 
Berwick 
Stirling 


Fife 


Air 


Edinburgh | 


Caithneſs 


Berwick 
Kincardine 


Perth &æ Stirling 


Berwick 
Edinburgh 
Edinburgh 
Aberdeen 
Orkney 
Fite 
Aberdeen 


Lanark 


X. 22 
XVII. 3 


534 
460 
503 
277 

19 


XVII. App. 629 


I. 8 
V. 10 


175 
45 


« 434 


519 


1 f 
W 


$15 Leflad 
(16 Leſwa 
614 Lethen 
618 Lethne 
619 Leuch 
60 Libbe! 
611 Libert 
612 Liff 
623 Lillieſ 
614 Linlit] 
625 Linto! 
$16 Linto! 
617 Lintr: 
6:8 Liſme 
629 Livin 
630 Loch: 
631 Loch! 
632 Loch 
633 Loch 
634 Loch 
635 Loch 
$36 Loch 
63) Loc! 
638 Loct 


639 Log 


640 Log 
64x Log 
642 Log 
643 Log 
644 Log 
645 Loy 
546 Lon 
647 Lon 
648 Lor 


1 649 Lor 


650 Lot 
651 Lo 
652 Lu 
653 Lui 

Vc 


No. Pariſh 


7 317 is Leſſudden 

F by (16 Lefwalt 5 
) Lethendy 

ST 5208613 Lethnot 

16 18-8009 Leuchars - 
\pp. 65 erte 
30 255 621 Liberton 


612 Liff | 
123 Lillieſleaf 
14 Linlithgow 
615 Linton 
626 Linton 

627 Lintrathen 


4 71 
47 450 6:8 Liſmore 
18 145 629 Livingſton 5 
49 569 % Lochalth - 

56 549 zr Lochbroom 
1 632 Lochcarron 
38 587 Wl 633 Lochgoil-head 

34 % Loenlee 


635 Lochmaben 
$36 Lochrutton 
637 Lochs 


35 oz 638 Lochwinnoch 
22 277 Will 639 Logie 
3 19 * | 
pp. 629 % Logie 
8 72 641 Logie as 
oO 175 642 Logie Buchan 
3 643 Logie Coldſtone 
3. 484 644 Logie Eafter 
7 570 645 Logierait 
1 6 * Longiorgan 

47 Longformacus 
6 212 648 Longſide 
1 414 Bl 649 Lonmay 
8 4 boo Lok 
1 511 $51 Loudoun 


429 652 Luce (New) 
653 Luce (Old) 
Vor. XX. 


— 


Jo. 615 


of the Pariſbet, &c. 


571 


- Preſbytery. 'County. Vol. No. Page. 
Selkirk |  Roxburgh K. 15 204 
Stranraer | Wigton III. 48 318 
Dunkeld Perth XVII. 36 525 
Brechin \ Forfar IV. 1 
St Andrews Fife XVIH. 22 585 

Biggar Lanark IL. 18 233 

Edinburgh Edinburgh VI. 51 506 
Dundee Forfar XIII. 9 1or 
Selkirk Roxburgh XVII. 12 173 
Linkithgow Linlithgow XIV. 33 547 
Peebles Peebles 5 17 126 

. Kelſo Roxburgh HI. iz rz 
Meigle Forfar XIII. 35 $62 
Lorn Argyle IL. 532 483 
Linlithgow Linlithgow . 
Lochcarron Roſs MI. 33 422 
Lochcarron Roſs N. 1 18. 
Lochcarron Roſs XIII. 34 551 
Dunoon Argyle HI. 20 160 
Brechin Forfar V9" 25 397 
Lochmaben Dumfries VII. 22 234 
Dumfries _ Kirenebright IT. 4 36 
Lewis Roſs XIX. 8 274 
Paifley Renfrew XV. 65 

Stirl. Clackm. 
Punblane ih Youk III. 42 287 
Cupar Fife VIII. 27 470 

Brechin Forfar IX. 4 33 
Ellon Aberdeen TV. 836 4x2 
Kincard O'Niel Aberdeen K. 34 80 
Tain Roſs & Cromarty TV. 62 372 

Dunkeld Perth V. 4 75 
Dundee Perth XIX. 24 459 
Punſe Berwick ; x 7 69 
Deer Aberdeen XV. 17 182 
Deer Aberdeen XVI. 29 63r 
Dornoch Sutherland VI. 3 411 
Irvine Air III. 10 103 
Stranraer Wigton XIII. 37 382 
Stranraer Wigton XIV, 29 490 

4D No. 634 


872 


No. . Pariſh, 


654 Lumphanan 
655 Lunan 
656 Lundie 
657 Luſs 


658 Lyne 
M 


659 Machar (New) 


660 Machlin 

661 Madderty 
662 Mains of Fintry 
663 Makerſton 


664 Manor | i 


665 Markinch 
666 Marnoch 
667 Maryculture 
668 Marykirk 
66g Maryton 
670 Maxton 
671 Maybole 
672 Mearns 

673 Meigle 

674 Meldrum (Old) 
675 Melroſe g 
676 Menmuir 
677 Mertoun | 
678 Methlick 
679 Methven 
680 Middlebie 
681 Mid-marr 
682 Minnigaff 
683 Minto 

684 Mochrum 
685 Moffat 


686 Monedie 


687 Monifieth 
688 Monikie 


Alpbabetica! Lil 


Preſbytery. Gounty. Vol. No. Page No. 
Kincard. O'Niel Aberdeen VL 41 30689 Mon 
Aberbrothock Forfar I. 46 4% eb 
Dundee Forfar & Perth VII. a6 abr 691 Mon 
Dunbarton Dunbarton XVII. 17 238 or 
Peebles Poebles XII. 37 8866 Mon 

or 
593 Mon 
| | 694 Mon 
Aberdeen Aberd. & Banff VI. 49 46 695, 696 
Air | Air N. 10 log 2 
Auchterarder Perth XIX. 25 563 Wl 697 Mor 
Dundee Forfar V. 16 286698 Mor 
Kelſo Roxburgh III. 37 262 690 Moc 
Peebles Peebles II. $7 363 o Mor 
di | III. App. 612 WM jor Mor 
Kirkaldy Fife XII. 36 525 502 Mo! 
Strathbogie Banff III. 8 „% WW 303 Mo 
Aberdeen Kincardine ä 104 Mo 
Fordoun Kincardine XVIII. 23 608 205 Mo 
Brechin Forfar IX. 26 399 106 Mo 
Selkirk Roxburgh III. 40 256 0% Mo 
Air Air III. 26 2179 208 Mo 
Paiſley Renfrew XVII. 21 305 nog Mu 
Meigle Perth „ 32 a 710 My 
Garioch Aberdeen XIII. 12 153 Wl 5:1 My 
Selkirk Roxburgb . 6 112 Mr 
Brechm Forfar V. 8 145 413 M 
Lauder Berwick XIV. 35 586 . 
Ellon Aberdeen IV. 43 320 
Perth Perth X. 39 60g 
Annan Dumfries . 114 Ne 
Kincard. O'Niel Aberdeen IL. 46 516 115 Ne 
Wigton EKirkeudbrighht VII. 3 52 516 N. 
Jedburgh Roxburgh XIX. 26 570 417 N. 
Wigton Wigton XVII. 4x 559 718 N. 
Lochmaben Dumfr. & Lanark II. 22 285 519 N. 
Pooh. ; Perth got 39 269 120 N 
III. App. 604 ui N 
Dundee Forfar XIII. 30 461 722 N 
Dundee Forfer IV. 47 


343 N N 


9 269 
Pp. 604 
o 481 
7 343 
o. (89 


No. Pariſli. 
689 Monimail 


boo Monivaird | 
$91 Monkland, (Eaſt 


or New) 


or Old) 
593 Monktown 
694 Montquhitter 


695, 696, Montroſe, 


2 miniſters 
49% Monymuſk 
698 Monzie 
699 Moonzie 
00 Morbattle 
101 Mordington 
12 Morham 
103 Mortlach 
104 Morton 
5 Morven 
106 Moulin 
107 Mouſwald 
208 Moy 
nog Muckart 
110 Muiravonſide 
511 Muirhouſe 
112 Muirkirk 
713 Muthil 


* 
- 5 — ' 
| | N 


114 Nairn 
715 Nenthorn 
116 Neſting 

117 Newabbey 
413 Newbattle 
119 Newburgh 
120 Newburn 
izt Newhills 
722 Newlands 
123 Newton 


Preſdbytery. 


Cupar 
Auchterarder 


: Hamilton 
692 Monkland, (Weſt 2 


Hamilton 
Air | 
Turteff 
Brechin 


Garioch 
Auchterarder 
Cupar 
Kelſo 
Chirnſide 
Haddington 
Strathbogie 
Penpont 
Mull 
Dunkeld 
Lochmaben 


Inverneſs 


Auchterarder 
Linlithgow 
Dundee 

Air 
Anchterarder 


Nairn 
Kelſo 
Zetland 
Dumfries 
Dalkeith 
Cupar 

St Andrews 
Aberdeen 
Peebles 
Dalkeith 


e the Pariſhes, c. 


County. 
Fife 


Perth 


Lanark 


Lanark 

ir 
Aberdeen 
Forfar 


Aberdeen 


Perth 
Fife 


Roxburgh 
Berwick 
Haddington 
Banff 


Dumfries 


Argyle 
Perth 
Dumfries 
Inverneſs 
Perth 
Stirling 
Forfar 
Air 
Perth 


Nairn 
Berwick 
Orkney 
Kirkeudbright 
Edinburgh 
Fife 

Fife 

Ab ideen 
Peebles 


Edinburgh 


Vol. No. Page. 


II. 34 
VIII. 36 


VII. 
vn. 


XII. 
TE 


To 


397 
567 
269 


375 


394 


121 
23 
66 


241 


583 
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No. Pariſh. 

724 Newton upon Air 
725 Newtyle 

726 Nielſton 

727 Nigg 

728 Nigg 


729 North Berwick | 


730 Northmaven 


P 


O 


731 Oathlaw 

732 Ochiltree 
733 Oldhamſtocks 
734 Olrick 

735 Ordiquhill 
736 Ormiſtoun 
737 Orphir 
738 Orwell 

739 Oxnam 

740 Oyne 


P 


3 miniſters 
744, 745» Paiſley, (Ab- 
dey of) 2 mins. 
746 Panbride 
747 Parton 
748 Peebles 
749 Pencaitland 
750 Penningham 


741.— 743, Paiſley, z 


751 Pennycuick 


752 Penpont 
753» 754, Perth. 

2 miniſters I' 
"55 Peterculter 
756 Peterhead 


757 Petty 


Alphabetical Liſt 


Preſbytery. 


Air 


_ Meigle 


Paiſley 
Aberdeen 
Tain 
Haddington 
Shetland 


Forfar 
Air 
Dunbar 
Caithneſs 
Fordyce 
Dalkeith 
Cairſton 
Dunfermline 
Tedburgh 
Garioch 


Paiſley 
Paiſley 
Aberbrothock 


Kirkcudbright 


Peebles 
Haddington 
Wigton 
Dalkeith 


Penpont 


Perth 


Aberdeen 
Deer 
Inverneſs 


*, 


County. Vol. No. Pages 
' II. 20 26 
5 in App. 57 
Renfrew ,? II. 13 14 
Kincardine VII. 19 15 
Roſs XIII. 2 x 
Haddington 5 
Orkney XII. 27 34 
Forfar 1. 49 $6 
Air. Y>-- - 18: 
Hadtn. & Berw. VII. 47 40 
Caithneſs XII. 14 15 
Banff VI. 39 300 
Haddington IV. 2r 16 
Orkney XIX. 18 39 
Kinroſs XX. 6 126 
Roxburgh XI. 8% © 
Aberdeen XV. 6 105 
Renfrew VII. 4 « 
Renfrew „ 
Forfar L 45 431 
_ Kirkcudbright N 22 18 
Peebles „ 
Haddington XVII. 4 
Wigton I. 31 39 
. X. 30 419 
b | 
Eben Tin Ap. 50 
Dumfries I. 26 203 
Perth XVIII. 19 4% 
Aberdeen XVI. 20 355 
Aberdeen XVI. 28 541 
Inverneſs IH. 2 % 


No. 758 


f No. 


958 Pitſlig 


759 Pitten 


160 Pettin 
161 Polme 
762 Polw 


163 Port 
164 Portn 


765 Portp 


166 Porti 
67 Prem 
768 Preſt 
769 Pref 


170. ve 


771 Raf 
772 Rat 
773 Rat 
174 Ra 
775 Ra! 
776 Ra 
777 Re 
778 Re 
779 Re 
780 Re 
981 Re 
782 R 
783 R 
984 R 
785 R 
786 R 
787 R 
788 R 
789 Þ 


of the Pariſhes, &c. | 575 


o. Pariſli. Preſbytery. County. Vool. No. Page. 
358 Pitſligo Deer Aberdeen V. 5 96 
59 Pittenweem St Andrews Fife IV. 50 3469 
160 Pettinain Lanark Lanark . 
| 371 101; III. 52 344 
761 Polmont Lithgow Stirling 1. 173 
762 Polwarth Dunſe Berwick XVII. 8 93 
163 Port Dunblane Perth VII. 1t 139 
164 Portmoak Kirkaldy Kinroſs V. 9 156 
765 Portpatrick Stranrae Wigton I. 3 37 
166 Portree 8 Inverneſs XVI. 9 i138 
167 Premnay Garioch Aberdeen XVI. 30 637 
768 Preſtonkirk Dunbar Hladdington XI. + 
»69 Preſtonpans Haddington Haddington XVII. 6 ör 
Q 
70 Queensferry Linlithgow Linlithgow- XVII. 33 489 
R 
751 Rafford Forre. Elgin XVI. 18 348 | 
772 Rathen Deer Aberdeen „ 
173 Ratho Edinburgh Edinburgh VII. 24 260 
174 Rathvem Fordy ce Banff XIII. 28 392 
715 Rattray Dunkeld Perth | IV. 18 148 
776 Rayne Garioch Aberdeen „ 
177 Reg Caithneſs Caithn. & Sutherl. VII. 52 570 
778 Redgorton Perth Perth | XV — 25 $23 
279 Renfrew Paiſley Renfrew IL 14 166 
780 Rerrick Kirkcudbright Kirkcudbright XI. 3 45 
381 Reſcobie Forfar Forfar XIV, 36 594 
782 Rhynie Strathbogie Aberdeen XIX. 10 289 
113 Riccarton Air Air 2 IF. INF 
N bs | ; ROS VI. App. 629 
184 Roberton Selkirk - Selkirk. & Roxb. XI. 46 3837 15 
785 Rogart Dornock Sutherland III. 77 563 1 o 
786 Ronaldſay (South) Kirkwall Orkney XV. 18 298 oh 
787 Roſemarkie Chanonry Roſs XI. 26 3433 Fo 
788 Roſeneath Dunbarton Dumbarton . a us iv 
789 Roſskeen Tain Roſs = = 49 558 HE 
146.014 No. 790 Ny 
10 


570 
No. Pariſh, 
790 Rothbes 


791 Rotheſay 
792 Rothiemay 
293 Rouſay 
794 Row 

795 Roxburgh 
796 Rutherglen 
797 Ruthven 
798 Ruthwell 
799 Rynd 


8 


800, — 802, Saint An- 
drews and Saint 
Leonards, 3 mins. 


$03 St Andrews 


Alphadetical Lift | 


Prefbytery, 


Abertour 
Duneon 
Strathbogie 
North Ifles 
Dunbarton 
Kelſo 
Glafgow 
Meigle 
Perth 


g Saint Andrews 


Kirkwall 


804 St Andrs. Lhanbryd Elgin 


Bos, 806, St Cuthberts 


2 miniſters, 
$07 St Cyrus 
808 St Fergus 
809 St Maddais 
$20 St Martins 
$11 St Monance 
812 St Mungo 
$13 St Ninians 
814 St Quivox 
815 St Vigeans 
816 Saddel 
817 Saline 
818 Salton 
$19 Sanſting 
320 Sanquhar 
$21 Scone 
322 Scoonie 
$23 Selkirk 
824 Shapinſhay | 
.$25 Shotts 
826 Skene 


Hamilton 


1 Edinburgh 


Fordoun 


Deer 


Perth 
Perth 
St Andrews 


Lochmaben 


Stirling 
Ax 
Aberbrothock 


Kintyre 


Dunfermline 
Haddington 
Zetlaud 
Penpont 
Perth 
Kirkaldy 
Selkirk 
North Iſles 


Aberdeen 


Lanark 


County. 
Elgin 
Bate 
Banff 
Orkney 
Dumbarton 
Roxburgh 
Lanark 
Forfar 
Dumfries 
Perth 


Fife 

Elgin 
Edinburgh 
Kincardine 
Banff 
Perth | 
Perth 


Dumfries 
Srirl; | 
Air 
Forfat 


Argyle 


Ti” 
Haddington 
Orkney & Shetl. 
Dumfries | 
Perth 

Fife 

Selkirk & Roxb, 
Orkney & Shetl. 


Aberdeen 


< 
= 

©. 
S 


II. 39 
XVII. 16 


1 4 


R 
No. 827 


N.. 


7 Skirlit 
$18 Slains 
#29 Slama 
$;o Sleat 
$31 Small 
432 Small 
$33 Smizo 
$34 Sorbit 
35 Sorn 
$36 South 
$33 South 
$;8 Speyr 
$39 Spott 
$40 Spror 
$41 Spyn! 
$42 Stair 


I Stent 


$44 Steve 
45 Stew 


$43 Stitc 
849 Stobi 
$50 Ston 
61 Ston 
$52 Stor! 
$53 Stov 
$54 Stra 
955 Stra 
$56 Stra 
$57 Stra 
758 Stra 
189 Stra 
60 Stra 
$61 Stra 
62 Stra 
863 Stri 
864 Stri 
965 Strc 
966 Str 
$67 Sw 


. $27 


| | Pariſh, 


127 Skirling 
$18 Stains 

$:9 Slamannan 
dzo Sleat 

zi Smallholm 
iz Small Iftes 
$33 Snizort 
$34 Sorbie 

335 Sorn 

$36 Southdean 
$33 Southend 
$;8 Speymouth 
$39 Spott 
$40 Sprouſton 
$4: Spynie 
$42 Stair. x 


uz Stenton 


$44 Stevenſton 

$5 Stewartown 
„Stirling, 

46, "67 1. 5 

$48 Stitchell 

149 Stobo ; 

$50 Stonehouſe 

1 Stonykirk 

$52 Stornoway 

$53 Stow 

$54 Strachan 

855 Strachur 

$56 Straiton. 

557 Stranraer 

453 Strath 

$59 Strathblane 

860 Strathdon 

$61 Strathmartin 

162 Strathmiglo 


| 363 Strichen 


664 Strickathrow 
$65 Stromneſs 
$66 Stronſay 

567 Swinton 


of the Pariſber, & c. 


Preſchytery. 


Biggar 
Ellon 
Linlithgow 
Sky 
Lauder 
Sky 
Wigten 
Air 
Jedburgſh 
Kintyre 
Elgin 


Duabar 


Stirling 


| Kelſo 


Peebles 
Hamilton 
Stranraer 
Lewis 
Lauder 


Kincard. O' Niel 


Dunoon 
Air 
Stranraer 
Sk 


Dumbarton 


Alford 
Dundee 
Cupar 
Deer 
Brechin 
Cairſton 
North Iſles 
Cuirnſide 


No. 868 
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County. ; Vol. No. Page. 
Peebles. III. 33 254 
Aberdeen „ 
Stirling XIV. 4 78 
Inverneſs XVI. 27 534 
Roxburgh III. 25 216 
Invem. & Argyle XVII. 18 272 
Inverness XVIUL 9 187 
Wigton I. 29 242 
Air XX. 7 1385 
8 Roxburgh XII 6 67 
Argyle II. 55 363 
Elgin XIV. 22 374 
Haddington V. 33 1432 
Roxburgh 1 6 63 
Elgin X. 4 623 
Air VI. 0 322 
Haddington III. 23 232 
Air — 0 2 
Air IX. 24 377 
Stirling VIII. 15 271 
Roxb. & Berwick III. 43 290 
Peebles III. 49 324 
Lanark . 17 223 
Wigton II. 6 521 
Roſs XIX. 6 241 
Edinburgh VII. 10 133 
Kincardine V. 8 316 
Argyle . 
Air III. 80 586 
Wigton I. 38 357 
Inverneſs XVI. 10 223 
Stirling XVII. 21 563 
Aberdeen XIII. 14 171 
Forfar XIII. 8 95 
Fife | IV. 53 400 
Aberdeen VII. 43 416 
Forfar IV. 28 209 
Orkney XVI. 21 409 
Orkney & Shetl. XV. 20 387 
Berwick 36 32 


$100 


No. Pariſh, 


868 Symington 
869 Symington 


'T 


850 Tain 

$51 Tannadice 
872 Tarbat 
873 Tarbolton 
374 Tarland 
275 Tarves 
876 Tealing 
3877 Temple 
378 Terregles | 
$79 Thurſo 

$80 Tibbermuir 
$81 Tillicoultry 
882 Tingwall 
283 Tinwald 
284 Tiry 

285 Tongland 
$86 Tongue 
387 Toroſay 
888 Torphichen 
389 Torryburn 
890 Torthorwald 
8gr Tough 
$92 Towie 
393 Tranent 
894 Traquair 
895 Trinity Caſk 
$96 Troquire 
897) Tulliallan 
398 Tullyneſsle 
899 Tondergarth 
goo Turreff 

9 ot Tweedſmuir 
902 Twyneholm 
903 Tynron 

994 Tyrie 


- Alphabetical L 
Air Air 
Biggar Lanark 
Tain Ros 
Forfar Forfar 
Tain Roſs 
Air Air 

Kincaird. O'Niel Aberdeen 

Ellon Aberdeen 

Dundee Forfar 
Dalkeith Edinburgh 
Dumfries Kirkcudbright 
Caithneſs Caithneſs 
Perth Perth + 
Dunblane Clackmannan 
Shetland Orkney 
Dumfries Dumfries 
Mull Argyle 6 
Kirkcudbright Kirkcudbright 
Tongue Sutherland 
Mall Argyle 
Linlithgow Linlithgow 
Dunfermline File. - 
Dumfries Dumfries 
Alford Aberdeen 
Alford Aberdeen 
Haddington Haddington 
Peebles Peebles 
Auchterarder Perth 
Dumfries Kirkcobright 
Dunblane Perth 

Alford Aberdeen 
Lochmaben Dumfries 

Turreff Aberdeen 
Peebles Peebles 
Kirkcudbright = Kirkcudbright 
Penpont Dumfries 

eer 


Aberdeen 


Vol, No. Pape, 
v. 2 
VIII. 39 
HI. 58 
XIX. 16 
VI. 45 
XIX. 23 
VI. 27 
9 
IV. 11 
XVI. 24 
Lein 
XX. 21 
XVII. 44 
XV. 12 
XX. 14 
42 20 
K. 9 
e 
III. 72 
II. 48 
W. 
VIII. 25 
II. I 
VIII. 13 
IV. 70 
X, 6 
XII. 2B 
XVIII. 18 
5 
XI. 47 
IV. 3 
XIX. 21 
XVII. 27 
VIII. 6 
3 
XIV. 16 
VI. 19 


5H 


39 


U 


2 No. „ | 
job Vig © + Elim | GL bee NIE big Tv. 3 00g 
vin (Nora) it „ eee [7 8 280 
58 zue vin (South) Viſt Inverneſs amb: Sr 390 
L. 16 3590 Unſt „Shetland Tos Orkney rr 0 40 398 
- 45 4 Uphall Linlithgow Linlithgow vi e 
. 23 430 Urquhart | Elgin Elgin 80 | 25 54 543 
27 221 Urquhart ende . Inverse Di IM 3 
19 30g 913 Urquhart Dingwal Ross I 00? h 
12 * 3 Dumfries Kirkcudbripht-c XI. 1 
24 ei * Dingwall 9 & Inverneſs VI 3 
14 114 | W eſs VII. 23 245 
21 493 16 Wall 4 . 
44 631 ane Cai Fol 62. iy Todd A 
T2 No 1 Walls T eke 5 2 N XVII. 22 312 
14 277 is Walſton, Biggar = Iavark Shetl; - XX. 4. 9714 
20 159 919 Wamphray | Lochnahen.... + Daft | VII. 1080 41 
29 35320 Wattin „ Caithoeſs...;., Pans A XII. 471 602 
41 315 91 Weem 3 Perth | | g 1 , T 1 . 19 259 1 
72 5% * Wemyſs Kirkaldy —_— XII. 12 130 
38 26; 23 Weſterkirk Langholm Dumfri XVI. 26, 8132 
61 46; % Weſtray North Iſles Prkne oy XI. 44 514 
25 445 925 Weſtruther Lauder 3 XVI. 14 257 
1 „ Whiteburn | Linlithgow * | Linlithgow | "nk hue 
13 261 927 Whitekirk © Dunbix” 22 5140 XVII. 26 10 298 
70 5497 38 Whithorrn Wigton Wi Wag vor; n * "74, 
6 83 929 Whitſom Chirnfide ; Ms Kl . XVI. 16 275, 
3B 369 550 Whittingham Dunbar Haddington © 1 
18 43: WM 931 Wick Caithneſs Cite. 1 5 3450 
4 194 32 Wigton Wigtoenn * on EAT... l . 0 
7 546 ess Wilton | | o Pere 150 Ae tee 
3 9  Jedburgh  Roxburgh,,, FT 35 % 
I 443 934 Wiſtoun Lanark 1 XY. App. 6431 
7 394 N VI. 34 306 
6 85 Y 
$ 0 935 Yarrow —— Selkirk 
5 273 936 Yell (Mid &S. J. Slot 2 SF 48 55 
138 937 Veſter oh 1 . dington 10 az kney , TE 50 -565 
U 038 Lethelm * bs Sister gion, SY REES + 06 342 
Vor. — 9 0 ee b „ r ea RK; 601. 
LIST | 


of the Pariſhes, Ec. 


5795 > 


4 E 


KEE 


1 


= 
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AVhAbetical Lit 


LIST of Pariſhes ſuppreſſed, annexed to other Pa- 
riſhes, or which have changed their names, with. 


a correſponding Lift'of the Pariſhes under which: 


Wy are now included 1. 


Pariſhes copretes, Pariſhes under 


Pariſhes ſuppreſſed, Pariſhes under 


&c. which noc &c. which now 
| included. included. 
A 
Abbey of Paiſſey Paiſley | Aloa Air 
Abbotrule Southdean Altyre Rafford 
Aberchirder Marnoch Appin Liſmore 
Abercrombie St Monance Ardeſtie Monyfeith 
Abertarf Boleſkine Arniĩſort Duiriniſn 
Aberuthven Auchterarder Aſhſheneſs Northmavew 
Aittiſting Sandſting Auldham Whitekiræx 
Wer Leſſuden al 4. 
Bara « or Baro ;  Garvald : OE Blairanaonick Fodderty 
Barivan Calder Borthwick _ Wilton 
Barony Glaſgow _ Botarie Cairnie 
Beenie Boindie Brachlie Petty 
Benbecula Dit (South) Braemar Crathy 
Benvie Liff . Burneſs Croſs 
Bervie Inverbervie Burra Breſſay N 
Berwick (North) North Berwick Burray Ronaldſay (South) 
Birſay Harray TH 
C 
— — 3 7 — — 


* When reference is made to a 
the ſame name, the number of the p 
* Liſt i is added, for the ſake of di 


pariſh of which there are more than one : of 


Li referred to > © 


Le. 


7 foregoing Alphabet: . 


Pariſhes 
fed, & 


Calder ( 


Calmon 
Cambra 
Cambuli 
Cannay 
Cara 

Careſto 
Carrutt 
Caſkieb 
Caterli 
Cheſte1 
Chriſt | 
Clacha 
Claſha 
Clerk 
Clova 


fed, Bee. 


Calder (Eaft) 
Calmonell 
Cambray 
Cambuſmichael 
Cannay 

Cara 

Careſton 
Carruthers 
Caſkieben 
Caterline 
Cheſters 
Chriſt Church 
Clachandyſart 
Claſhank 
Clerkington 
Clova 


Dacus 
Dalaroſſie 
Dalavich 
Dalcroſs 
Dalgane 
Dalgerno 
Dallightie 


Dawick 
Deerneſs 
Dipple 
Diſdeer 
Dores 


Eaſt Calder 


of Pariſhes ſuppreſſed, &c. 


Fariſhes ſuppreſ- Pariſhes under 


which now 
included. 


Kirknewton 
Colmonell 
Cimbraes 

St Martins 
Small Iſles 
Gigha 
Carraldſtone 
Middlebie 
Keith-hall 
Kinneff 
Southdean 
Kilmuir, $18 
Glenorchy 
Stonykirk 
Temple 
Cortachy 


Croy 
Moy 
Kilchrenan 
Croy 
_ Sorn | 
Cloſeburn 
Daviot 
Drumelzier and 
Stobo 
St Andrews, 803 
Speymouth 
Duriſdeet 
Durris 


Kirknewton 


| Eaſt Kilpatrick Kilpatrick (New) 


881 


Pariſhes ſappreſ- Pariſhes under 


ſed, &c. 


Coldſtone 
Coll 
Colonſay 
Comber 
Conveth 
Conveth 
Corrie 
Croſbie 
Coygach 
Croflabill 
Crugleton 
Culbenſburgh 
Cullein 
Cullicudden 


Cuningſburgh 


Doun 
Dow 
Dowally 
Dundurcos 


Dungree 


Dunipace 
Dunlappie 
Dunlichty 
Dunrod 
Dunwoodie 


Dupplin 


Eaſt Monkland 


\Eaiber Lenzie 


which now 
included. 


Logie Coldſtone 
Tiry 

Jura | 
Kiltarlity 
Kiltarlity 
Laurencekirk 
Hutton, 443 
Monktoun 
Lochbroom 
Croſs 

Sorbie 
Breſſay 
Kirkoſwald 


Kirkmichael, 573 


Dunroſſneſs 


Kilmadock 
Dull 
Dunkeld 
Boharm & Rothes 


| 3 Johnſton ai.d 


Eirkpat. Juxta 
Larbert 
Strickathrow 
Daviot, 235 
Kirkcudbright 
Applegirth 
Aberdalgie 


Monkland (New) 
Cumbernauld 
Ebdie 


' 582 


Pariſhes ſuppreſ- 


- led, &c.. 


Ebdie 

Ecclefechan 

Eccleſgreig 
Eday 

Egg 

Eg liſhay 

Elamund 


Fair Iſle 
Faray or Faſa 
Farnwell 
Ferrintoſh 
Ferrytoun 

Fetterangus 
Flota 


Gairntully 
Galway or Gala 
Garioch 
Garrell 
Geddes 
Geelſton 
Gilchriſt 
Ginglekirk 
Glenaray 
Glenconwoth 
__ Glendaruell 
Glengairn 


Hales 
Hamnavoe 
Halendean 
Hilliwick 


Pariſhes under 
which now 
included. 


Abdie 
Hoddam 

St Cyrus 
Stronſay 
Small Ifles 
Ronlay _ 
Kilmanivaig - 


Dunrofineſs 
Walls, 916 
Fernell 

Ur quhart, 913 
Kirkmabreck 
Gaſk 

Walls, 916 


Dull 
Kirkcudbright 
Chapel Garioch 
Kirkmichael, 569 
Auldearn 

Kelton 


4 Urray 
- Channelkirk 


Inveraray 
Kiltarlity 
Kilmadan 
Glenmuick 


Collington 
Yell 
Roberton 
Northmaven 


Pariſhes ſuppreſ- Pariſhes under 


| ſed, &c. 


Elanamuck 
Elanfinan 
Elchies 
Elith 

Effie 
Eſſil 


Footdie 
Forcaſtle 
Forkerton 
Foſſchaple 
Foula | 
Fowlis (Eaſter) 
Fiſhick 


Glenluce 
Glenmoriſton 
Glenproſſen 
Glentanner 
Glentrathen 
Glupe 


Gogar } 


4Gorbals 
Græmſay 
Gulane 


H 


Hilton 
Holyroodhouſe 
Home 


which naw 
included. 


Small Iſles 
Ardnamurchag 
Knockandow 
Alyth. 
Rhynie 
Speymouth 


Aberdeen (New) 
Dull 

Stonykirk 

Dull 

Walls, 917 
Lundie 

Hutton, 442 


Luce Old 
Urquhart, 912 
Kirrymuir 
Aboyne 
Lintrathen 
Vell | 


Corſtorphine, Ra- 


tho, and Kirk. 
liſton 


| Glaſgow 
Hoy 


Dirleton | 


Whitſome 
Canongate 
Stitchill 


Pariſhes 
ſed, 8 


Inch 

Inchafit 
Inchbre 
Inchcal 
Inchma 


Kailzie 


Keanlc 
Kearn 
Keith 
Kilber 
Kilbri« 
Kilcha 
Kilche 
Kilchc 
Kilgo) 
Kilchc 
Killal] 
Killea 
Killic! 
Killin 
Killin 
Killiſ 
Killſy 
Kilm: 
Kilm 
Kilm 
Kilm 
Kilm 
Kilm 


es under 
ich now 
uded. 


Iſles 
murchan 
andow 


— : 


outh 


Pariſhes ſuppreſ- -Pariſhes under 


ſed, &c. 


Inch 
Inchaffray 
Inchbreke 
Inchcallioch 


Inchmartine 


Kailzie 


Keanlochew 
Kearn 
Keith 
Kilberry 
Kilbride 
Kilchattan 
Kilchenzie 
Kilchonan 
Kilgower 
Kilcholumkill 
Killallan 
Killean 
Killichriſt 
Killinavaig 
Killinewar 
Killiſpick 
Killſwick 
Kilmaglaſs 
Kilmalen 


Kilmaveonack- 


Kilmelfort 
Kilmeny 
Kilmore 


which now 
included, 


Kinguſſie 
Maderty 
Craig 
Buchanan 
Errol 


Traquair, Inner- 

leithen, and 
Peebles 

Gairloch 


Forbes 6 


Humbie 
Kilcalmonell 


Kilmore 


Kilbrandon 
Killean 
Fortingall 
Falkland 
Morven 
Houſtoun 
Kilninian 
Kilmuir, $18 
Morven 
Glaſſary 
Ardchattan 
Northmaven 


_ Kilmorie 


Inveraray 
Blair Atholl 
Kilninver 
Killarrow 
Kilninian 


of Pariſhes ſuppreſſed, Gc. 


ſed, &c. 


Iniſhail 
Innerallan 
Innergowrie 


Irongray 


Kilmorick 
Kilmun 
Kilviceuen 
Kinbettoch 
Kincardine 
Kindrocht 
Kinkell 
Kinkell 
Kinloch 
Kinnaird 
Kinnedar 
Kin neil! 
Kirkabill, 
Kirkanders 
Kirkchriſt 


Kirkconnel 


Kirkconnet © 


Kirkcormack 
Kirkcowan 
Kirkcubre 
Kirkdale 
Kirkinner 
Kirkmadryne 
Kirkmaiden 


included. 


Glenorchy | 
Cromdale 
Liff 5 


Kirkpatrick Iron. Ki 


gray 


Lochgoilhead 
Dunoon 
Kilfinichen 
Towie 


583 


Pariſhes ſuppreſ- Pariſhes under 
which now 


Abernethy, 21 


Crathy 


n 


Trinity Gaſk 
Campbeltoun 


Fer nell 


Drainie 


9 0 


Borrowſtounneſs 


Toggue 
Borgue 
Twynholm 


if! 


Kirkpatrick Flee- 


ming 


Sanquhar 


Kelton 
Kirkowen 
Ballintrae 
Kirkmabrecł 
Buittle 
Sorbie 
Glaſſertoun 


584 


Apbabetica! Lat 


Pariſhes ſuppref. Pariſhes under Pariſhes ſuppreſ- Pariſhes unde: 
ſed, &c. which now ſed, &c. which now 
included. a included. 
L . 
Ladykirk Monktoun Logie Almond Monzie 
Ladykirk Ronaldſay (South) Logie Weſter Urquhart, 913 
Ladymarykirk Ladykirk | Logiebride Auchtergaven 
Lardeif Kinloch Loncarty Ret rorton 
Lhanbryd St Andrews, 804 Longcaſtle Kirkinner 
Lindean Galaſhiels Lude Blair Atholl 
Little Dunkeld Dunkeld (Little) Luneſting Neſting 
Loch- head Campbeltoun Luſs Hoddam 
Loogie Allachie Dunkeld (Little) 
| M 
Macallan Knockandow Moy Dyke 
Machar (Old) Aberdeen (Old) Muck Small Iſles. 
Martin Cairnie Muckairn Ardchattan 
Megget Lyne Muckarſie Forte viot 
Methie Inverarity Muirfoot Temple 
Mig vie Tarland Muirreith Glaſſerton 
 Monkeigie Keith-hall Murroes Muirhouſe 
Monyburgh Kilſyth Muffelburgh — Invereſk 
Mouline Johuſton | f 
N 
Navar + Lethnot Nicolſon Temple 
Nevay Eſſie Northkirk TW: 
Newmills Loudoun Northrew Northmaven 
O 
Ogſton _ Drainie Olnafirth Delting 
Oldbar Aberlemno Orr Urr 
Ollaberry Northmaven Overbervie Glenbervie 
P 
Paldie Fordoun Papa -Weſtray Weſtray 
Papaſtour Walls, 91) Parton-craig Ferry-port on-craig 


Peirſtoun 


znſhes ſupp 


geirſtoun 
nnerſhaug] 
fenngowan 
ert 


Baſyth 
tedkirk 
Refirth 
Rendal 
teftalrig 


| Boſwell: 
it Bothans 
t John's ! 
it Johnſton 
it Kybutts 
it Laurenc 
it Lauren 
it Leonare 
it Michae 
it Michae 
it Olla 

t Peters 
it Philips 
it Serf 
ulvator 
andneſs 
dandwick 
andwick 
Nearba 
*nnjck 


of Pariſhes ſuppreſſed, He: 588 


under riſes ſappref- Pariſhes under Pariſhes ſuppreſ- Pariſhes under i 
wow Jed, &cs/ which now ſed, &. which now»: 7 
12 included. included. | 
tirftoun Dreghorn Port- Glaſgow 12 gow (New j | 

Enmerſhaugh Middlebie | Port) 1 

| fenngowan Toroſay Preſtick Monktoun [ 

» 973 ert Logie, 641 Preſton Bonkle 1 
* te . Dull | | Primroſe Carrington | 4 
r 1 
hol 3 3 b 
buarff Breſſay Quothquhan Libbe rton 1 

R ; 

Nuit Kilſpindie Robertoun Whiftoun , ; 

Jaſyth Inverkeithing Ronaldſay (North) Croſs \ 

Redkirk Graitney Kod Kilfinichen 1 f 

tefirth Fell Roſſie Ingnchture * 

25 Rendal Evie Rothiemurchus Duthil 105 
. ſeſtalrig Leith (South) - Ruthven © Cairnie | 
8 13 
1 K Boſwells Leſſuden Shillingkirk Channelkir [ of 
t Bothans Yeſter Sibbaldie _ Applegirth, ti 
i John's Kirk Covingtoun Simprin Swinton 'F 
t Johnſtoyn Perth Skerries Neſting o 
it Kybutts St Quivox Skipneſs Saddel ; 

it Laurence Slamanan Skirduſton Aberlour „ 
Laurence Kirk Laurencekirk Scrabie Tiry [ 
it Leonards St Andrews, 800 Southwick Colvend | ; 

en * Michaes L iunlithgow Soutra Fala of 
it Michaels Invereſk Staplegordon Langholm | 4 

it Olla Kirkwall Stonneſs Frith KV 

t Peters Ronaldſay (South) Stephenſkirk Stonykirk * 1 : 

it Philips Forgan | Stralachlan Strachur | . 

it Serf Redgorton Strathaven . Avendale bl. 

Alrator Fala Strathphillan Killin 3 
andneſs Walls, 917 Strowan Blair Atholl $ 

ndwick Stromneſs Strowan Monivaird 1 

andwick Dunroſineſs Sudan Southdean 1 

on craig Nearba Colonſay Suddy EKilmuir (Welter) £15 
cirſtoun *nnjck Borgue | 
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County of Aberdeen, © 587 


TABLE of the PoruLlATION of SCOTLAND, by 
Counties and Pariſhes, as it ſtood 1n 1755, and 
in 17990——1798 “. 


COUNTY OF ABERDEEN, 


ſuch pariſh}, 


Pariſh. Population Population in Increaſe. Decreaſe. 
in 1755. 1790—1798, 
1 Aberdeen, Old, 2 
or Old Machar eres 9 379% 
Aberdeen, New, 
includin g Foot- F 10785 16120 ©335 — 
die, or Fittie 
Aberdour 1397 1306 — 91 
Aboyne 1695 1050 — 645 
5 Alford 990 663 — 327 
Auchindore 839 590 — 249 
Auchterleſs 1264 1264 — — 
Belhelvie 147t 1318 — 1537 
Birſe 1126 1300 174 — 
Vol. XX. 4 F 10 Bourty 


— 


* Although, in ſome inſtances, the ſame pariſh lies in two or three diffe- 
rent counties, it was judged expedient, in the following Table, to ſtate the 
total population of all pariſhes in that ſituation under only one of the 
counties to which they reſpectively belong, as no diſtinction was made in 
the returns. It is alſo to be obſerved, that where the population of pa- 
riſhes in the following Table differs from that in the Statiſtical Returns, 
it was occaſioned by corrected ſtatements of the number of inhabitants ha- 
ving been received ſubſequent to the publication of the account of each 


888 
Parith, 
x0 Bourty 


Cabrach 
Cairny 


Chapel of Garioch 


Clatt 
15 Clunie 


Coldſtone, Logie 


Coul 


Crathie & Braemarr 


Crimond . 
20 Cruden 
Culſalmond 


Cuſhnie, now an- 
nexed to Leo- 


chel 

Daviot 
Deer, New 

25 Deer, Old 
Drumblade 
Drumoak 
Dyce 
Echt 

30 Ellon 
Fintray 
Forbes 
Forgue 
Foveran 

35 Fraſerburgh 
Fyvie 
Gartley 
Glaſs 
Glenbucket 


40 Gleumuick, &c. 


Huntly 
Inſch 


Inverury 
Keig 


Population 
in 1755. 


525 
960 


2690 


1351 


359 


County of Aberdeen. 


Population in 
1790—1798. 


456 
700 
2600 


1035 


425 
885 
1132 


766 | 


2251 


Increaſe, 


15 


3 
2 


| 


+> 
0 
2 


45 


LR 


45 Keith-hal! 


Decreaſe 


in! 


+ 


nn 


creaſe 


45 Keith-hall 
Kemnay 
Kildrammie 


Kincardine O'Niel 


King Edward 
co Kinnellar 

Kinnethmont 

Kintore 


Leochel, inclu- : 


ding Cuſhnie 

Leſlie 

55 Logie Buchan 
Lovgſide 
Lonmay 
Lumphanan 
Machar, New 

60 Meidrum, Old 
Methlick 
Midmar 
Montquhitter 
Monymuſk 

65 Newhills 
Oyne 
Peterculter 
Peterhead 
Pitſligo 


70 Premnay 


Rathen 
Rayne 
Rhynie and Eſſey 
Skene 


75 Slains 


Strathdon 
Strichen 
Tarland 
Tarvas 


in 1755. 


1111 


643 
$62 
1706 


1352 


398 
791 
973 


1286 


319 
575 
1979 


1674 
682 


1191 
1603 
1385 
979 
997 
1005 
959 
643 
755 
2487 
I224 
448 


1527 


1131 

836 
1251 
1286 
1750 
1158 
1300 
2346 


County of Aberdeen. 


Population Population in 
1790—1798. 


838 
61 T 
426 
2075 


1577 


342 
830 
812 


642 


413 
509 
1792 
1650 
621 
1030 
1490 
1035 
945 
1500 
1130 
1181 
630 
1002 
4100 
1300 
450 
1730 
1173 


681 


1233 
1117 
1524 
1400 
1058 
1690 


589 


Increaſe, Decreaſe. 
—_— 273 
— — 32 
—— 136 

369 8 
225 — 
— 56 
39 en, 
— 161 
—_— 644 
99 Ec 
— 66 
— 187 
— 24 
—— Gr 
—— 161 
—— 113 
— 350 
e 34 
503 W 
125 —— 
222 — 
— — ; 13 
247 8 
1613 — 
76 3 
2 — — 
203 * 
42 3 
OY 155 
— 18 
— 169 
— 226 
242 — 
— 250 
— 656 
80 Tillyneſslg 


— 
— 
7 


EIS 
R 2 
22 
— 


— — —— 
8 — In 
* Tan + oa — — = 
—— — — 


R = 5 


ao 3H 
. 


wed . 
— wo 
* 


——— — 
K 
2 2 „ 
pA. x = 2 | 


—— — 


r 
— — — 
—— — 


— 


1 
— 


ons ws 3 
2 — 4 
= = 


= — 
. 
ets Ao. 


— X A 7 =. 
2a 2 ” 4 —.— 5 
— A rn Z _ ID wan OM „ 2 dy 8 * * n er 
— D 3 - 7 rr ? 
——— — — 2 > wh — * _— — « 2 4 * . FP - * . a 7 


— 


—* 1 
3 —— 2 


2 2, earners gs 
— OS : 
— 


= 2 2 

x " _ 4 — 
. Toe oo 
— 2 — 

— — — 


3 5. 4 
—— EE Es — 


= = — 


— 
—— 


— — 
_ RES — 


590 | County of Aberdeen. 


Pariſh, - Population 
in 1755. 
$0 Tillyneſsle 335 
Tough 570 
Towie 656 
Turreff 1897 

| Tyrie 596 
85 Udny aa 
Total, 116,836 

\ Increaſe, 


Population in 
I7g0—T798. 


412 


122,921 
116, 8 36 


608 5 


Increaſe. Decreaſe, 


77 — 
— 10 
— — 106 

132 — 
353 — 
— 185 
16, 904 10,8173 
10,819 8 
6085 


COUNTY 


creaſe, 


COUNTY OF AIR. 


/ 


Pariſh, 


1 Air 
Ardroſſan 
Auchinleck 
Ballantrae 
Barr 

5 Beith 
Cimbraes 
Colmonell 
Coylton 
Craigie 

10 Cumneck, New 
Cumnock, Old 
Dailly 
Dalmellington 
Dalry 

15 Dalrymple 
Dreghorn 
Dundonald 
Dunlop 
Fenwick 


20 Galſton 


Girvan 

Irvine 

Kilbirny 

Kilbride, Weſt 

25 Kilmarnock 

Kilmaurs 

Kilwinning 

Kirkmichael 


Kirkoſwald = 


30 Largs 
Loudoun 
Mauchline 
Maybole 


County of Air. 


* 


Population Population in 
in 1755. - 1790—1798. 


4647 
1518 
775 
779 


_ 


2872 
509 
1100 
667 
700 
1200 


1632 


1607 
681 
2000 
380 
830 
1317 
719 
1281 
1577 
1725 
4500 
700 
698 
6776 
1147 
2360 
955 
1335 
1025 
2308 
1300 


3730 


Increaſe. Decreaſe, 


Monktown 


Monktown 
35 Muirkirk 
Newtoun on Air 
_ Ochiltree 
Riccartoun 
St Quivox 


40 Sorn 
Stair 


Stevenſtoun 
Stewartoun 
Straitoun 
45 Symonton 
Tarbolton 


County of Air. 


Population 


in I755- 


582 
745 
581 
1210 
745 
499 
1494 
369 
1412 
2819 
1123 
359 
1365 


— 


Total, 59,268 | 


Increaſe, 


Population in 
1790-1798. 


717 
1100 
1689 
1150 
1.300 
1450 
2779 


xs 


2425 
3000 
934 
610 


Increaſe; Decreaſe, 


te 


| 


16 


Ou 


S| 
S 
22 


COUNTY 


10 Kilc: 
Kilc 
Kilfi 
Kall 

- Kilr 

15 Kilr 
Kili 
Kili 


7 


111611075 


189 


ls] 


5 
_ 
o 


* 


County of Argyle. 


' COUNTY OF ARGYLE, 


Pariſh, 


1 Ardchattan 
Ardnamurchan 
Campbelltoun 
Craigniſh 
Dunoon 

s Glaflary 
Glenorchy 
Inveraray 
Inverchaolin 
Kilbrandon 

10 Kilcalmonell 
Kilchrenan 
Kilfinan 
Killean 

- Kilmadan 


15 Kilmartin 


Kilmore 
Kilninver 

_ Enapdale, North 
Knapdale, South 


20 Liſmore 


Lochgoylhead 
Morven 
Saddel 
Southend 


25 Strachur 


Total of the con- 
tinental part of 


Argyleſhire 


5000 
4597 


769 
1757 


2751 


1654 8 


2731 

944 
1492 
1928 
1030 
1793 
2391 

806 
1150 
1200 
1045 
1369 


1292 


2812 
1805 
1223 
1369 


1391 


1193 


dr 


Population Population in 
in 1755. 
2195 


Increaſe. Decreaſe. 


593\. 


1790-1798. 
2400 205 Ray 
4542 ——_ 458 
8700 4103 — 
770 4 TOY 
1683 . 74 
2568 — 183 
1869 215 — 
1832 — 919 
504 —_— 449 
2060 568 — 
2448 523 —— 
1124 94 — 
1417 th: 376 
1911 — 480 
35T 8 71 5 455 
1537 387 3 
1886 636 — 
1178 133 — — 
009 — 360 
1524 232 — 
3526 714 — 
1012 — 493 
1764 541 — 
1341 — 28 
1300 — 9T 
106 f — 132 
51,317 8402 4489 
ARGYLESHIRE 


D LAI 7 


— 
—— 


. 
BY 25 2 ne 
x" . * 


* — 
BET - LI God, * 


Lg bs UE 10 
E 


* 
1 
4:9 


594 County of Argyle, 


Pariſh, 
in 1755. 


ARGYLESHIRE ISLANDS. 


Toroſay 
Mull Kilfinichen 
Kilninian 


| d Kilarow 
30 Iſlay Kilchoman | 


Kildalton 
Jura and Colonſay, &c. 
Coll and Tiry 


Gigha and Cara 
35 Small Iſles 


Total of . 6 
ſhire iſlands 


Argyleſhire 


1012 
1685 


2.590 
5344 


1097 
2702 
514 
943 


15,887 


Total of the con- ü 
tinental part of — 47,404 


Total of the 
whole county 3 


| Gags 


1733 
3002 
3281 


9500 


1858 


3457 
614 


1339 


24,784 


76,101 
63,291 


Increaſe, 12,819 


721 
1317 
691 


4156 


761 


755 
100 
396 


—ͤ—Uü— — — 


8897 


Population Population in Increaſe, Decreaſe, 
1790-1798, 


1 


| 


(TIE 


4489 


8 


2 
S 


COUNTY 


Vor. 


decreaſe, 


Hy 


| 


bounty of Banff, 


COUNTY OF BANFE. 


Pariſh, Population Population in Increaſe. Decreaſe 
in 1755. 17901798. 


1 Aberlour toro 90 hai 


go 
Alva 116 1070 — gT 
Banff 3000 3510 510 — 
Bellie 1730 1919 189 — 
5 Boharm 5 | 335 1294 459 oi 
Botriphni oe 
Boyndie 994 1260 266 — 
Cullen 900 1214 314 — — 
Deſkford 940 752 —— 188 
10 Fordyce 3212 3425 213 — 
Forglen 607 600 — 7 
Gamrie 2083 3000 917 — 
Grange 1797 1572 — 225 
Inveraven 2464 2244 — 220 
15 Inverkiethnie 9 460 — 1tr 
Keith 2683 3057 374 — 
Kirkmirhael , - 1276 — 13 
Marnoch 1894 1960 66 — 
Mortlich 2374 1918 — 456 
20 Ordiquhill 6066 517 — 149 
Rathven 2898 3 626 — 
Rothiemay 1190 1125 — 65 
a3 St Fergus 1271 1240 — 31 
= 36,521 38,487 3934 1968 

| 36,52T 1968 

Increaſe, 1966 1966 


Vor. XX. © ns 8 COUNTY 


3; 


596 


Pariſh. 


1 Abbey 
Ayton 
Buncle 
Channelkirk - 

5 -Chirnſide 


Colbrandſpath 


Coldingham 


Cranſnaws 


Dunſe 
10 Earlſton 
Eccles 


15 Fouldean 
Gordon 
Greenla ws 

Home 
Hutton 

20 Ladykirk 
Langton 
Lauder 
Lennel 
Litgertwood 

25 Long formacus 
Mertoun 
Mordington 
Nenthorn 
Polwarth 

30 Swinton 
Weſtruther 

32 Whitſome 


County of Berwick. 


Population Population in 


in 1755. 1790-1798, 
80 164 
797 1245 
691 622 
531 600 
393 961 
919 883 
2313 2391 
214 164 
2593 3324 
1197 1351 
1489 1780 
898 1336 
792 1000 
566 450 
465 344 
737 912 
895 1210 
959 ooo 
75k 920 
386 590 
290 . 435 
1795 2000 
1493 252T - 
398 422 
399 * 452 
32 557 
181 335 
497 400 
251 288 
494 898 
591 730 
399 590 
24,946 30,875 
24,946 
Increaſe, 5929 


COUNTY OF BERWICK. 


Increaſe, 


84 
448 


69 
78 


sel! 


We 


Decreaſe, 


Un 
O 


11 


— 
— 
S 


12 


yi 


WI 


2 
co 
\S 


Pariſh. 


Bute ; 


:County of Bute, We. 597 


COUNTY OF BUT E. 


— Pariſh, * Population Population in Inereaſe. Decreaſe. | 
| in 1758. 1790=-1798., 1 
—— A | 1 
* Bute Rothſay 2222 4032 1810 ö 
69 Kingarth „ _ 
5 * | 
FI 1 Kilbride. 1369 2545 1176 I” 
50 Irunsse 2277 3259 982 A 
2 3646 5804 2158 0 
nn 686 271 3 
1 Increaſe, 3697 3697 a 
"Jar | 55 
1 "0 
oral 
en COUNTY OF CAITHNESS. } 
* x Bower 12% 159% 305 — 
98 Caniſbay — 1481 1950 469 — 
1 Dunnet — 1238 1399 164 — 
BS Halkiick o ˖· | 105 — 
97 5 Latheron 0 + 3675 4006 33 — 
e Olrick _ * | 6 IOOT 126 — 
ES Reay 2262 2298 36 — 
3 Thurſo | 2963 3146 183 — 
a Wattin 1424 WS — 194 
1 10 Wick 3938 5000 1062 — 
22,215 24,802 2781 194 
22,215 194 
Increaſe, 2587 2587 


# 4 


598 County of Clackmannan, &'c, 


COUNTY OP CLACKMANNAN, 


| Populatian Population in Increaſe. Decreaſe, 
in 1755. 17901798. | 
1 Alloa 5816 4802 — 1014 
Clackmannan 1913 2528 615 — 
Dollar 817 Sto — 7 
4 Tillicoultry 757 909 152 — 
900 $749 767 1021 
8749 767 
Decreaſe, 254 254 
\ 
COUNTY OF CROMARTY. 
xy Cromarty 2096 2184 88 — 
Fodderty 1483 1730 247 — 
3 Tarbat 1584 1370 — 214 
” 5163 $284 s 32g 
5163 21g 
Increaſe, 121 121 


COUNTY 


wil wm 


w 
OU 


22 
Oo 


County of Dumfries. 


COUNTY OF DUMFRIES. 


Pariſh. 
f in 1755. 
7 Annan 1498 
Applegirth 897 
Caerlaverock 784 
Cannobie 1733 
5 Cloſeburn 999 
Cummertrees 631 
Dalton 451 
Dornock 716 
Dryſdale 1097 
10 Dumfries 4517 
Dunſcore 651 
Durriſdeer 1019 
Eſkdalemuir 675 
_ Ewes 392 
15 Glencairn 1794 
Gratney 1051 
Hoddam 1393 
Holy wood 596 
Hutton 993 
20 Johnſton 494 
Keir 495 
Kirkconnell 899 
Kirkmahoe 098 
Kirkmichael 894 
25 Kirkpatrick Fleming 1147 
Kirkpatrick ſuxta 7 94 
Langholm 1833 
Lochmaben 1395 
Middlebie 9or 
30 Moffat 1612 
Morton 435 
Mouſewald 553 
Penponr $38 
Ruthwell 599 


2500 
741 
955 

2725 

1490 

1056 
615 
738 

1600 

5600 


1033 


1031 
619 
320 
1700 
1810 
1198 
73 
583 
565 
520 
1000 
1200 
950 

1542 


617 


2582 


3000 


1404 
1609 
gas 
628 
$00 
1061 


Population Population in Increaſe. Decreaſe. 
1790 —1798. 
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598 County of Clackmannan, &'c, 


COUNTY OP CLACKMANNAN, 


Pariſh, Population Population in 
| in 1755. 17901798. 
1 Alloa 5816 4802 
Clackmannan 1913 2528 
Dollar 517 $10 
4 Tillicoultry 757 909 
9003 $749 
8749 
Decreaſe, 254 


Increaſe. Decreaſe, 


* 1014 
— 7 
152 — 
767 1021 
767 

254 


COUNTY OF CROMARTY. 


Y Cromarty | 2096 2184 
Fodderty 1483 1730 
3 Tarbat 1584 1370 
5163 $284 

| 5163 

Increaſe, 121 


247 — 
— 214 
335 326 
214 
127 
do NT 


W 
Un 


22 
0 


K 
K 
K 
K 
L 
} 
N 
l 
] 
| 
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County of Dumfries. 


599 
COUNTY OF DUMFRIES. 
Pariſh. Population Population in Increaſe, Decreaſe, 
= in 1758. 719901798, 

7 Annan " 12498 2500 1002 wigs 
Applegirth 897 741 — 156 
Caerlaverock 734 955 171 — 
Cannobie 1733 2725 992 — 

5 Cloſeburn 999 1490. 412 — 
Cummertrees 63 1086 425 — 
Dalton 451 615 164 — 

Dornock 716 738 22 — 
Dryſdale 1097 1600 503 — 

10 Dumfries 4517 $600 1083 — 
Dunſcore 651 1033 382 — 
Durriſdeer 1019 1031 12 — 
Eſkdalemuir 675 619 — 85 
Ewes 392 320 —_—_— 72 

15 Glencairn 1794 1700 — 94 

Gratney 1051 1810 759 — 
Heddam 1393 1198 — 195 
Holy wood 596 736 140 — 
Hutton 993 583 — 410 

20 Johnſton 494 565 71 —.— 
Keir 495 520 25 N 
Kirkconnell 899 ooo IOL — 
Kirkmahoe 1098 1200 102 — 

25 Kirkpatrick Fleming 1147 1542 395 — 
Kirkpatrick Juxta 794 617 — 177 
Langholm 1833 2582 749 — 
Lochmaben 1395 3000 1605 itn 

. Middlebie 991 1404 413 — 

30 Moffat 1612 1600 — 12 
Morton 435 90 473 — 
Mouſewald 553 628 75 — 
Penponr 838 800 — 38 
Rutlwell 599 1061 462 —_— 


35 §t 


3 
£ au tie? in xy oh - 
Ur I ES FRE: —— 


WWB 


* 


* 


Pariſh, 


35 St Mungo 
Sanquhar 
Tinwald 
Torthorwald 
Tunnergarth 


40 Tynron 


Wamphray 
42 Weſterkirk 


— 


County of Dumfries, Ec. 


Population Population in Increaſe, Decreaſe, 
in 1785. - 17901798. 


481 | 640 

1998 2600 

. 

584 660 
626 510 
464 800 

. 

544 658 
41,913 52,329 
41,913 


Increaſe, 10,416 


; * 


2110 


10 


115 


COUNTY OF DUN BART ON. 


1 Arroquhar 
Bonhil! 
Cardroſs 
Cumbernauld 


0 Dunbarton 


- Kilmaronock 
Kilpatrick, New 
_ Kilpatrick, Old 
Kirkintilloch 
10 Luſs | 
Roſeneath 


11 Row 


466 379 
901 2310 
795 2194 
2303 1600 
1480 2003 
1193 820 
1390 1700 
1281 2452 
1696 2639 
978 917 
St 394 
853 oo 
13,857 18,408 
13,857 | 


— — 


Increaſe, 4551 


147 


—— — 


5902 


1351 


1 — — 


4551 


COUNTY 


creaſe, 


Bog 


115 


BYE 


325 


wen A. | * * -y 


County of Edinburgh, 


COUNTY OF EDINBURGH. 


Pariſh. 


1 Borthwick 
Calder, Weſt 
Canongate 
Carringtoun 

5 Cockpen 
Colingtown 


Corſtorphine 


Cramond 
Cranſtoun 
10 Crichton 
Currie 
Dalkeith 
Duddingſton 
Edinburgh 
15 Fala 
Glencroſs 
Heriot 
Invereſk 
Kirknewton 
20 Laſwade 
Leith, North 
Leith, South 
-Libbertoun 
Midcalder 
25 Newbottle 
Newton 


Pennycuick - 


Ratho 

St Cuthberts 
30 Stow © 
3t Temple 


Population 


in 1735. 


910 
1294 
4500 
555 
640 


792 


995 
I455 


725 


611 
1227 


3110 


989 


31,122 


312 
557 
209 

4645 


1157 
2190 


2205 
7200 
2793 
1369 
1439 


1199 
890 


90,412 


Population in 


1790-1798. 


3858 
1289 
6200 

329 
1123 
1395 
1037 
1488 

2392 

90 
1300 
4366 

910 

31,898 

37% 
385 

300 
5392 
812 
3000 

2409 
11,432 
3457 
1251 
1295 
1135 
1721 
825 
32,947 
1400 
593 
122,665 

90,412 


—— —y— 


Increaſe, 32, 243 


831 


—— 


20,754 


106 


—— ney 


33,865 
1622 


32,243 


601 


Increaſe. Decreaſe. 


F * 
* 


2 
S 


eee 
7 \© 


& 


COUNTY 


602 


County of Elgin, esc. 


COUNTY OF ELGIN. 


Pariſh, 


1 Alves 
Birnie 
Dallas 
Drainy 

5 Duffus 
Duthil 
Dyke and Moy 
Edinkeillie 
Elgin 

10 Forres 
Kinloſs 
Knockandow 
Raffoid 
Rothes 

15 St Andrews 
Speymouth 
Spynie 


18 Urquhart 


Decreaſe, 


in 1755. 


1691 
525 
700 
1174 
1679 
1785 
1325 
1443 
6306 
1993 
1191 
1267 
1313 
1940 
t132 
994 
865 
1110 


28,934 
26,080 


— — 


2854 


COUNTY OF FIFE. 


1 Abbotſhall 
Abdie 
Aberdour 
Anſtruther, Eaſter 


1348 


822 


1198 
1100 


1111 
402 
8388 

1040 
1800 
1110 
1529 
1800 
4534 

2987 


1031 


1500 
1072 
1500 

777 
1347 

602 
1050 


26,080 


Population Population in Increaſe: Decreaſe; 
1790—1798. 


— 589 


2136 

494 
1280 
ooo 


188 — 
121 — 
— 297 

— —_ 

994 * 
— 160 
— 241 
— 449 
— 355 

353 2 
— 60 
2246 5100 

2246 

2854 

— 328 
82 — 
— 100 


&uſtruther, 


Pariſh. 


« Anſtro 
Aucht 
Aucht 
Aucht 
Ballin 

10 Balme 
Beath 
Burnt 
Came 
Carnb 

15 Carno 
Ceres 
Coleſ 

Crail 
Creic 
20 Cult 
Cupa 
Pair: 
Dalg 
Den 
25 Deni 
Dun 
Dy 
Elie 
Falk 

20 Fer 
Fliſl 
For; 


Inve 


Ker 
33 Ket 
Ket 


creaſe; 


County of Fife: 
Pariſh. Population Population in 
in 1735. 17901798. 
« Anſtrather, Weſter 383 370 
Auchterderran 1143 1200 
Auchtermuchty 1 308 1430 
Auchtertool 389 334 
Ballingry 464 220 
10 Balmerino 565 703 
Beath ogg 450 
Burntiſland 1390 1210 
Cameron 1295 1165 
Carnbee 1293 IO4T 
15 Carnock 583 970 
Ceres 2540 2320 
Coleſſie 989 949 
Crail 2173 1710 
Creich 375 306 
20 Cult 449 534 
Cupar 2192 3702 
Dairſie 469 540 
Dalgety 76¹ 869 
Denbog 255 235 
25 Denino 593 393 
Dunfermline 8552 9550 
Dyſart 2367 4862 
Elie 642 620 
Falkland 1795 2198 
30 Ferrie 62 T 875 
Fliſk 318 331 
Forgan 751 $75 
Inverkeithirlg 1694 2210 
Kemback 420 588 
35 Kennoway 1240 1500 
Kettle 1621 1759 
Kilconquhar 2131 2013 
Kilmaney 781 869 
Kilren ny 1348 1086 
do Kinghorn 2389 1768 
Kin glaſſie 998 1200 
Kingſbarns 871 807 
Kirkaldy 2296 2673 
Largo 1396 1913 
Vol. XX. 41 


Increaſe. 


663 


Decreaſe. 


604 County of Fife, Mc. 


"Pariſh, * Population Population in 
in 175%, 1790—1798. 

45 Leſly 1130 1212 82 
Leuchars 1691 1620 — 
Logie 413 425 12 
Markinch 2188 2790 | 62 
Monimail 884 1101 217 

30 Moonfie | 249 171 — 
Newburgh 1347 1664 317 
Newburn 8 438 456 18 
Pitten weem 939 1157 218 
St Andrew's and St | 

T — 
Leonard's ww AE 

85 St Monance 780 832 52 
Saline 1285 950 — 
Scoonie 1528 1675 147 
Strathmiglo 1695 980 — 
Torry burn 1635 1600 — 

60 Wemyſe 3041 3025 — 

81,570 $7,250 II,575 
$1,570 5895 
Increaſe, 5680 5680 

4 1 * ; 


COUNTY OF FORFAR. 


1 Aberbrothwick 2098 4676 2578 
Aberlemno 943 1033 90 
Airly 1013 865 — 
Arbirlot 865 1035 190 

5 Auchterhouſe 600 600 — 
Barry 689 796 107 
Brechin 3181. 5000 1819 
Carmylie 745 700 — 
Carraldſtone 269 260 — 

10 Cortachy 1233 1020 — 

„Craig 935 1314 379 
Dun 657 500 — 
Dundee 124477 23,500 11,023 
Lunnichen 653 872 219 

15 Edzell | $62 963 101 


Increaſe, Decreaſe. 


148 


Decreaſe. 


Eſſie and Neva 


Fearn 
Fernell 
Forfar 
10 Glammis 
Gleniſla 
Guthrie 
Innerarity 
Inverkeilor 
256 Kettins 


Kinnell / 
Kinnettles 
Kirkden 
30 Kirrymuir 
Lentrathen 
Lethnot 
Liff 
Lochlee 
25 Logie Pert 
Lunan 
Mains 
Maryton 
Menmuir 
40 Moneikie 
Monifeith 
Montroſe 
Muirhouſe 
Newtyle 
45 Oathlaw 
Panbride 
Reſcobie 
Ruthven 
St Vigeans, 
50 Strathmartine 
Strickathro 
Tannadyce 
53 Tealing 


Kingoldrum 


ws © 


584 
996 
1286 


1475 
7³⁰ 


761 


616 
585 
3409 
1165 
635 


131 


686 
696 
208 
799 
633 
743 


1345 


1421 


4150 


623 
913 
435 
1259 
798 
280 
1592 
368 
529 


1470 


735 


— 


68,297 


County of Forfar. 


Population - 
in 1755: 


Population in 
1790-1798, 


630 


4 


620 
4756 
2040 
1018 

571 

929 
1747 
1100 

600 


6194 
462 
594 


430 
1460 


934 


220 


3336 
340 

672 
1470 


802 
91,001 
68,297 


Increaſe, 22,704 


605 
Increaſe. Decreaſe. 
— 10 
2306 — 
260 _— 
— 13 
461 — — 
— 180 
69 — 
5 5 — 
142 — 
949 — 
— 265 
cx I 30 
479 — 
36 — 
83 — 
169 — 
9 104 
1 57 — 
— 203 
2044 — 
— 101 
— 319 
. 5 
201 — 
1 36 — 
— 60 
1744 — 
143 3 
67 3 
26,354 3650 
3650 
22,704 
COUNTY 


606 County of Haddington, &c. 


COUNTY OF HADDING TON. 


Population in 
1790—1798. 


Pariſh, Population 


f ; 8 ry 


$00 
927 
235 
1200 
3700 


730 


1380 


3915 


676 
960 
190 


1300 


498 
864 


2033 


1176 
2028 
930 
619 
624 
2732 
994 
655 
goo 


—— — 


28,909 


61 
236 


COUNTY OF INVERNESS. 


* 0 
"Hh mn 1755 
1 Aberlady 739 
Athelſtaneford 691 
Bolton . 359 
Dirleton 1700 
5 Dunbar 3281 
Garvald 5 774 
Gladſmuir 1415 
Haddington 3975 
Humbie 1570 
10 Innerwick 941 
Morham 245 
Northberwick 1412 
Oldhamſtocks 622 
Ormiſton 810 
15 Pencaitland to 
Preſtonhaugh 1318 
Preſtonpans 1596 
Salton 761 
Spot 727 
20 Stenton 631 
Tranent 2459 
Whitekirk 968 
Whittiogham 714 
24 Yeſter | 1091 
29,709 
28,966 
Decreaſe, 743 
1 Abernethy 1650 
Alvie To2r 
Arderfier 428 
Boleſkine 1961 
3 Conveth or Kiltarlity 1964 
Ciomdale 3963 


1769 
1011 
1298 


1741 


2495 
3009 


Increaſe. Decreafe, 


Pariſh, 


| Croy 
Davio 
Durri. 

10. Glene 


Inver 
Kilm 
Kilm 
Kilm 


15 King 


Kilb 


Lag 


25 


30 
31 


County of Inverneſs, Oc. 


Population Population in 


Parifh, 
in 1955.  IT7g0—1798, 

Croy 1901 1552 — — 

Daviot 2176 1697 —— 

Durris 1520 1365 — 

10. Glenelg 1816 2746 930 
Inverneſs _ 9730 10,27 797 

Kilmanivaig | 2995 2400 — 

Kilmalie 3093 4031 938 

Kilmorack © * 2330 2318 — 

15 Kinguſſie 1900 | 1983 83 

Kukhill 1360 1570 210 
Laggan Ea 1460 1512 52 

Moy 1693 1813 120 

Petty 1643 1518 — 

20 Urquhart 1943 2355 412 

Continental part 46,167 48,701 5042 

ISLANDS. 

| \ Bracadale 1907 2250 343 

| Diariniſh 2568 3000 432 

Kilmuir 1572 2065 493 

We Sky J Portree 1385 1980 598 
108 25 | Sleat 1250 1788 538 
7 | i Snizort 1627 1808 181 
Cann: Lstrath 943 1579 636 
— — — ä (— —— 
59 | | II,252 14,470 3218 
191 Barray 1150 1604 454 
— South Uift 21209 3450 1241 
455 30 North Uiſt 1909 3218 1309 
On 31 Harris 196g 2536 567 
145 Total iſlands 18,489 25,278 6789 
Total 64,656 73,979 11,831 

64,656 2508 

Increaſe 9323 9323 


0 

0 Arbuthnot 997 
— k Bianchory Devenich 1495 
3 Banchory Ternan 1736 
f 


Benholm 1365 


— . — ? nr 


1041 
1700 
1340 
1557 


COUNTY OF KINCARDINE, 


44 


607 


Increaſo. | Decreaſe. | 


349 
479 
135 


— — 
— — 


595 


$12 


[Ill 


r 


nnn 


12 


— 


|| 


2508 


[>] 
Un 
O 


608 County of Kincardine, c. 


Pariſh, | Population Population in Increaſe, Decreaſe 


COUNTY OF KINROSS. 


»s. 


692 653 
2310 1839 
1891 1705 

996 1105 
4889 $302 

4889 
Increaſe, 413 
— Eons 


COUNTY OF KIRKCUD BRIGHT. 


1 Anwoth 
Balmaclellan 
Balmacghie 
Borg 

5 Buittle 
Carſefairn 
Colvend 

Croſsmichaęl 
Dalry | 

10 Girthon 


531 


495 
495 
862 
77? 
855 
461 
964 
17% 
IIo0 


1739 


1363 


in 1755. 1790—1798. 

5 Bervie 655 1200 545 — 
Conveth 757 1200 443 — 
Dunnotter - 1570 1962 392 — 
Durris 889 651 — 238 
Fettercairn I950 2000 50 — 

10 Fetterefloe 3082 3370 288 — 
Fordun 1890 2258 368 — 
Garvock 755 460 — 295 
Glenbervie 958 1307 349 — 
Kinneff 858 odo 142 — 

15 Maryculter 746 719 — 27 
Marykirk 1285 1481 196 — 
Nigg 1289 1090 —— 199 
St Cyrus 1271 1763 492 — 

r9 Strachan 796 700 — 96 

24,346 26,799 3704 1241 
| 24,346 1251 
Increaſe, 2453 2453 
— EI — | 


Irongray 


Pariſh. 


Irongra) 
Kells 

Kelton 
Kirkbe! 


15 


County of Kirkcudbright, Oc. 60g 


Patiſh.- Population Population in Increaſe. Decreaſe. i 
in 1788. 1790—1798. | I 
Irongray 895 762 — 133 4 
Kells | 784 $69 $5 — 
236 Kelton vir 1600 789 — 
Le Kirkbean 529 660 I3T — 
15 Kirkcudbright 1513 2298 782 — 
ND Kirkgunion -. 1 $20 31 — 
preg Kirkmabreck $58 1088 230 — 
x Kirkpatrick Durham 699 1000 301 — 
8 Lochrutton 564 528 — 36 
2 20 Minigaff 1209 1420 217 — 
Sd Newabbay 634 649 15 — 
199 Orr 1193 1354 161 — 
«oa Parton 396 409 I3 — 
1 5 Rerwick 1081 1080 — 1 
— 25 Terregles 397 510 113 — 
4 Troqueer 1391 2600 1209 — 
Tungland 537 520 — 17 
28 Twynhame 519 620 101 — 
21,206 26,959 6208 454 
21,205 454 
4 Increaſe, 5754 $5754 
— ——— 
5 COUNTY OF LAN ARK. 
| 3 Avendale 3557 3343 e, 208 
| Biggar 1098 937 — 161 
Blantyre _ 496 1040 544 — 
Bothwell 1561 2707 1146 — 
5 Cadder 2396 1767 — 629 
Cambuſlang 934 1288 354 — 
Cambuſnethan 1419 1684 265 — 
Carluke 1459 1730 271 33 
Carmichael 899 781 — 118 
10 Carmunnock 477 570 99 — 
Carnwath 2390 3000 610 — 
Carſtairs 843 924 79 ——— 
Covington 521 484 — 37 
Craw ford 2009 1490 — 519 
15 Crawford John 765 590 — 173 
Culter 422 326 — 96 
Dalſerf 765 1100 335 — 
- Dalziel 351 478 127 — 
Dolphingtou 302 20D — 102 


610 


County of Lanark, Gc. 


Pariſh, Population Population in Increaſe. 
in 1785. 1790-17798. 

20 Douglas 2009 1715 PEER 
Dunſyre 359 360 I 
Glaſgow 5 27.45% ak 2 
Do Barony ES. by . 9990 

TENT 

Hamilton 3815 5017 1202 
Kilbride 2029 2359 330 
Lamington 599 417 — 

30 Lanark 2294 4751 2457 
Leſmahago 3996 2810 — 
Libberton 738 750 12 

Monkland, New 2713 3560 847 
Monkland, Old 1813 4000 2187 

35 Pettinain 330 386 56 
Robertoun 1102 740 — 
Rutherglen 988 1860 872 
Shotts 2322 2041 — 
Stonehouſe 823 1060 237 

40 Symington 264 307 43 

41 Walſton 479 427 — 

81,726 223,254 47.930 
81,726 4402 
Increaſe, 43,528 43,528 

— .... vÄ——— : — 

COUNTY OF LINLITH GO W. 

1 Abercorn 1037 870 — 
Bathgate 1594 2309 715 
Borrowſtounneſs 2668 3178 510 
Carriden 1164 1450 286 
5 Dalmeny 1103 907 any 
Eccleſmachan 381 215 — 
Kirkliſtoun 1461 1504 43 
Linlithgow 3296 3221 — 
Livingſtone 598 420 — 

10 Queensferry 451 $08 - 54 
Torphichen 1295 1069 —— 
Uphall 690 600 — 

23 Whiteburn 1121 1322 201 

16, 829 19,570 1809 
— . 
Increaſe, 74 741 


COUNTY 


* 


Deereaſe. 


294 


1058 


19 Or 


Pariſh. 


1 Ardclac 
Auldea 
Calder 


COL 


1 Croſs 


Dear 
Evie 
Firt! 


5 Hart 


Hol 
Hoy 
Kir 
Lad 


Ro 
Shi 
So! 


 Connty of Nairn, &c. 671 


4 


COUNTY OF NAIRN. 


Pariſh. Population Population in Increaſe. ; Decreaſe, 
in 17558. 1790—1798. | 
1 Ardclach 1163 1186 23 — 
Auldearn 1951 1406 — 545 
Calder 882 1062 180 — 
Nairn 1698 2400 702 —— 
5694 6054 905 545 
| 5694 545 el 
Increaſe, 360 3560 


* 


s 4 a 


COUNTY OF ORKNEY AND SHETLAND. 


ORENEY. do 
1 Croſs, Burneſs, & c. | 1250 531389 139 av 
'  Dearneſs and St Andrew's 16560 133353 — 315 
Evie and Rendall 1798 15864 — 234 
2 Firth and Stenneſs 1108 1186 78 — 
„ 5 Harray and Birſay 2200 2013 — 187 
3 Holm | 1185 70³ nw 433 
Hoy and Gremſay 520 410 — 110 
Kirkwall - 1989 2550 561 1 
Ladykirk Y 750 803 53 — 
10 Orphir | 855 826 — 29 
; Rouſay and Egliſhay 978 1072 94 — 
. Shapinſhay 642 730 88 Wan 
: South Ronaldſhay, &c. 1996 1954 3 42 
| Stromneſs and Sandwick 2677 3012 335 — 
f 35 Stronſay and Eday 1493 887 — 606 
Þ Walls and Flota | I000 - 991 — 9 
| Weſtray and Papa Weſtray 1290 1629 339 — 
Total, Orkney, 23,381 23,053 1687 201 5 

SHETLAND. 

Breſſay and Buri ay 1098 1225 127 — 
Delting 1221 1504 283 — 
8 Vol. XX. 41 20 Dunrollneſs 


612 


33% 
1346 
1259 
1535 
1788 
1285 
1422 
1786 
1988 


1723 
20,186 
23053 


43,239 | 
38,591 


Increaſe, 4648 


* 
5 4 
* * ob _ 


"Crunity Ohe. 


1032 
248 
66 
366 
777 
374 
436 
374 
620 


273 
4976 
1687 


— — 


6663 


2015 


4648 


COUNTY OF PEEBLES- 


Pariſh. 
: in 1755. 

20 Dunroflhefs 2295 
Fitlar and North Vell 16903 
Lerwick 1193 
Neſting _ 1169 
Northmaving 1009 

25 Sandſting 911 

South and Mid Vell 986 
Tingwall 1412 
Unſt 5 1368 

29 Walls and Sandneſs 1450 

— 

Total, Shetland, 15,210 

Orkney, 23,381 

Total, 338, 59 r 
1 Broughton © 367 
Drumelzier 305 
Eddleſtown | 679 
GClentiolm 393 
5 'Triverleithen 689 
Kilbucho 279 
Kirkurd 310 

Limon 831 

Lyne 265 

10 Mannor 320 
Newlands 190g 
Peebles 1896 
Skirling 3335 
Stobo 313 

15 Traquair 651 

76 TIweedſmuir 397 

8908 
8107 


Decreaſe, 802 


264 


| 


Popultion Populätibn in | Hhcreafe, Decreaſe 
179 —1798. 


rd 


— 
O 
— 
wy 


2&D - 
= | 
— 

Wh 


County of Perth. WJ 


c ouN TY 0 F PERTH. 


Parifh. Population Population in Increaſe. Deereaſe. 
in 1755. 1790-1794. | 
1 Aberdalgy 320 N 203 72 
Aberfoil 89g 799 e "Ps 
Abernethy | 1499 1415 88 75 
Abernyte 259 345 87 77 
5 Alyth 2689 2723 43 Fa 
Arngaſk _ 736 554 . 182 
Auchterarder 1194 1679 476 — 
Auchtergaven 1677 1784 107 — 
Balquhidder 1593 1309 — 292 
10 Blackford 1687 1360 — 3 
Blair Atholl 3257 3129 — 137 
Blairgowrie 1596 16 57 55 — — 
Bendothy 1293 875 — 415 
Callander 1750 2109. 350 — 
15 Caputh 2048 2045. — i 
Cargill 1897 1729 — 177 
Clunie 90 1037 | I32 —_— 
103 Collace 499 473 — 26 
35 Comrie 2546 3000 454 der 
* 20 Crieff 1414 2640 1226 — 
92 Culroſs 1695 1442 — 253 
— Cupar 1497 2076 585 v 
— Dron 598 459 e 148 
22 Dull 5748 4676 —_— 1972 
ER 25 Dumbarnie 764 1250 486 — 
05 Dumblane 2728 2759 22 — 
JI Dunkeld 1298 1773 475 — 
8 Dunkeld, Little 2919 2705 — 214 
„ Dunning 1491 i609 109 — 
'I 30 Errol 7 2229 2685 456 —— 
= Forgandenny 1295 978 — 317 
8 Forte viot 1164 97⁰ — 194 
0 Fortingal 3859 3914 55 — 
7 Foſſoway 1 1765 1508 — 260 
2 f b 
1 35 Foulis, Weſter 1706 1224 — 482 
- Foulis, Eafter 586 648 63 — 
. 


— cx 


1 ͤ— — — 


614 
Pariſh, 


Gaſk 
Glendovan 
Inchture 
40 Kenmore 
Killin 
Kilmadock 
Kilſpindie 
Kincardine 
45 Kinclaven 
Kinfauns 
Kinloch 
Kinnaird 
Kinnout 
co Kirkmichael 
Lecropt 
Lethendy 
Logie 
Logierait 
55 Longforgan 
Maderty 
Meigle 
Methven 
Monedie 
6o Monivaird 
Monzie 
Moulin 
Muckhart 
Muthil 
65 Perth 
Port 
Rattray 
Redgorton 
Rhind 
70 St Madoes 
St Martins 
Scone 


Tippermuir 


County of Perth. 


240 


Population Population in 
in 1755. 1790—1798. 
385 486 
220 
893 1000 
3067 3463 
1968 2360 
2730 3209 
828 718 
1250 2069 
993 1150 
639 628 
3315 372 
$57 404 
1163 1465 
2689 2200 
577 420 
346 367 
1985 1500 
2487 2200 
1285 1526 
790% 631 
1285 1148 
1790 1786 
1492 1320 
1460 1025 
1192 1136 
2109 1749 
$35 © $526 
2902 2948 
9019 19,87 
1865 1765 
75 500 
1074 2123 
498 495 
189 300 
1083 1090 
889 1442 
988 1280 


CI 


Q 


4 


Increaſe. Decreaſe, 


Pariſh, 


Trinity C 
75 Tullialla 
16 Weem 


County of Perth, Ge. 


Pariſh, Population Population in 
in 1755. T7g0—r758, 


Trinity Gaſk _ gt 3:14 996-7+; 
75 Tulliallan I 32. 2430 
16 Weem 129898 1364 

* — — — - 
118,94 133,274 
5 | 118,903 


Inereafe, 14, 371 


— — —— — 


COUNTY OF RENFRE W. 


1 Cathcart 
Eagleſham 
Eaſtwood 
Erſkine 

5 Greenock 
Houſtoun 
Inchinnan 
Innerkip 
Kilbarchan 

10 Kilmalcolm 
Lochwinioch 
Mearns 
Neilſton 
Paiſley 

15 De Abbey 
Port-Glaſgow 

17 Renfrew 


499 
1103 


1142 
829 


3858 
947 
397 


1590 


1485 
1495 
1530 

886 


| 1299 
4290 


2509 
1695 
1091 


26,645 


697 


1000 


2642 


808 


15, 


1034 
306 


1280 


2506 


951 
2613 | 


1430 


2330 
I 3,800 
10,792 

4036 


1628 


62,853 
26,645 


Increa. c 36,208 


198 — 
— 103 
1500 — 
— 21 
11,142 — 
87 — 
— 91 
— 310 
1021 — 
544 
1083 — 
544 —_ 
1031 — 
9510 n. 
8283 — 
234 . 
537 erg 
37-277 1009 
1069 
36,208 
COUNTY 


— — ——— 


4 ä * 
ce = 


S 8; 


> —r— a a ———— eg ———ñ—I—h'—ñĩ —— Cn 
n 52 r . = oi 


xa; 


— TI 
2 


bs = OY. EE CONSE 


PP 


* 


Fariſh. - Population Population in 
5 in 1735. 1790—1798. 
1 Alneſs oo 1121 
Applecroſs 838 1734 
Avoch 1457 1380 
Contin Ry 1949 2500 
5 Dingwall 1030 1379 
Eddertown 780 1000 
Fearn 1898 1600 
Gairloch 2050 2200 
Glenſheil 509 721 
10 Killearnan 945 1147 
Kilmuir, Eaſter 1095 1975 
Kilmuir, Weſter 1367 1805 
Kiltearn | 1570 1616 
Kincardine 1743 1600 
15 Kintail | 698 $40 
Kirkmichael 1371 1234 
Lochalſh {> 1334 
Lochbroom 2211 3500 
Lochcarron _ 77 1068 
20 Logie, Eaſter 850 1125 
Nigg 1261 1133 
Roſekeen 1958 1700 
Roſemarkie 1140 1262 
Tain 1870 2100 
25 Urquhart 25 90 2901 
Urray 2456 1860 
ISLAND OF LEWIS. 
Barvas 19 __. 2006 
Lochs 1267 1768 
Stornoway 1812 2639 
30 Uig 131 1898 
42,493 50,146 
42,493 


— —ʒ——v 


Increaſe, 7653 


COUNTY OF ROSS. 


Increaſe. ' Decreaſe, 
31 * 
N 77 
557 e 
349 — 
220 — 
— 298 
150 —— 
212 — 
202 — 
880 — 
438 — 
46 — 
r | 143 
142 AW 
. 13 
721 ads. 
1289 PIER 
297 _— 
275 — 
i 128 
——— 258 
122 — 
230 — 
311 — 
n. 596 
11 — 
801 — 
827 — 
586 — 
9290 1637 
1637 
7653 


faſe, 


Pariſh. 


1 Ancrum 
Aſkirk 
Bedrule 
Bowden 

s Caſtleton 
Cavers 
Crailing 
Ednam 
Eckfoord 

10 Hawick 
Hobkirk 
Hownam 
Jedburgh 
Kelſo 

15 Kirktoun 
Leſſuden 
Lilieſleaf 
Linton 
Makerſton 


20 Maxton 


Melroſe 

- Minto 
Morbattle 
Oxnam 


25 Roberton 


Roxburgh 
Smailholm 
Southdean 
Sprouſtoun 
30 Wilton 
31 Letholm 


Population 
in 1755. 


1066 
629 
297 


672 
1507 


993 
387 
387 
1083 
2713 
530 
632 
5816 
2981 
330 
399 
521 
413 
165 
397 
2322 
395 
789 
760 
651 
784 
551 


669 


1089 
936 
699 


— r—— 


31,273 


Coutty of Rorburgb. 


Population in 
1790—T798. 
1146 


539 
259 


860 
1418 
1300 

672 

600 

95% 


2928 


700 


365 


3288 
4324 
342 
500 
630 
383 
255 
326 
2446 


513 


789 


Increaſe, 747 


COUNTY OF ROXBURGH. 


617 
Increaſe. Decreaſe. 
80 Ae 
. 90 
Sn 38 
188 — 
mn 29 
307 e 
285 — 
213 — 
— 131 
215 8 
170 — 
—ů 267 
— 2528 
1543 — 
12 — 
191 8 
109 — 
— 30 
90 — 
— Jr 
124 — 
118 — 
on 70 
— 22 
—— 130 
45 — 
— 89 
279 
277 N 
4302 3855 
3555 
747 
COUNTY 


618 County of Selkirk, &9c. 


COUNTY OF SELKIRK. 


Pariſh. | Population Population in Increaſe. Decreaſe. Pai 
3 in 2755. 1790—1798. | 
1 Etterick . 4590 © 73 3 1 Af 
_ Galaſhiels 998 914 — 84 Cl 
Selkirk 1793 1700 — 93 Cr 
4 Yarrow | 1180 1230 50 — D. 
; | 1 1 8 de 5 D 
4368 4314 123 157 E. 
= 4314 I23 F 
5 0 C 
- Decreaſe, 54 | 54 1 
—— 10 1 
COUNTY. OF STIRLING. 
x Airth 2316- 2350 34 —— 1255 
Alva 436 612 176 — 
Baldernock 621 620 — 1 
Balfron 755 1381 626 — 
5 Bothkennar 529 600 71 — 
Buchanan 1699 1111 — 588 
Campſie 1399 2517 1118 tek 
Denny 1392 1400 2 — 5 
Drymen 2789 1607 — 1182 
10 Falkirk 3932 8020 4088 8 
Fintry 891 843 — 348 
Gargunnock 956 830 — 156 1 
Killearn 959 973 14 — 
Kilſyth 1395 2450 1055 — 
15 Kippen 1799 1777 — - 22 
Larbert and Dunipace 1864 4000 2136 FPS I 
Muiravonſide 1539 10565 9 474 0 
Polmont 1094 1400 306 FECAL 
St Ninians 6491 7079 588 — 
20 Slamannan 1209 1010 — 199 
Stirling 3951 4698 747 — 
22 Strathblane 797 620 — 177 
| 338,673 46,663 10,967 3117 
, 38,813 3117 . 
Increaſe, 7880 7850 


COUNTY 


County of Sutherland, Sc. 619 


1 
COUNTY OF SUTHERLAND. 
reaſe, Pariſh. Population Population in Increaſe, Decreaſe. | 
in 1755, 1790—1798. 
— 1 Aſſint 1934 3000 1066 — 
84 Clyne 1406 1660 254 I 
93 Creich 1705 1730 25 — 
— Durneſs 1000 1182 182 — — 
— 5 Dornoch 2780 2541 — 239 
77 Edderachylis 869 1024 155 —— 
23 Farr 2800 2600 — — 200 
4 Golſpie 1790 1700 — 90 
Kildonan 1433 1365 _— 68 
10 Lairg 1010 1350 340 — 
Loth 1193 1370 177 — 
Rogart 1761 2000 PO. — 
E 13 Tongue 1093 1439 346 — 
5 20,774 22,961 2784 $97 
q 20,794 38397 
; Increaſe, 2187 2187 
ö — 
, i COUNTY.QF-W.IGTON. 
1 Glaſſerton | 809 goo 91 3 
Inch 1513 1450 63 ; 
Kirkcolm 765 945 180 — f 
Kirkinner 792 1152 360 — f 
5 Kirkmaiden 1051 1380 329 p 
Kirkowan 795 690 — 105 
Leſwalt 65% T1194 542 | 
Luce, New 459 400 — 59 
Luce, Old 150 1200 — 309 | 
10 Mochrum 828 1400 572 
Penninghame 1509 2000 491 — | 
Port. Patrick 611 996 385 — N 
Sorbie 1 1069 101 — | . 
Stranraer 619 1602 992 — 43 
15 Stoney Kirk 1151 1365 214 —8— g 
Whithorn 14% ð rn 1890 478 — | 
17 Wigton 1032 1350 318 5 | 
16,466 20,83 5053 536 | 
| 16,466 536 
Increaſe, 4517 4517 | 
Vor. XX. 4K $COT ; 


— < ce ths org. on <— — — — — * 


” 
TT „ 
o 


E223 2 2 


* i * 


620 Scotland. 
Coun 

0 T:L- AN v. Nai 

| | 0 Ork 

| 8 

— cn we 

Re 

Counties. Population Population in Increaſe, Decreaſe, Ko 

| in 1755. 1790—1798. | Re 

. 30 Se 
1 Aberdeen 116, 836 122,921 6085 — St 

Ar 59,268 75,544 16, 276 — S* 

Argyle 63,291 76,101 12,810 — 33 V 
Banff 36,521 38,4879 1966 — AL 
5 Berwick 24,946 30,875 5929 — 

Bute and Arran 6866 10, 563 3697 — 

Caithneſs 22,215 24,802 2587 — 
Clackmannan 9003 8749 — 254 
Cromarty 5163 5284 121 —— 

10 Dumfries 41,913 52,329 10,415 — 
Dunbarton 13.857 18, 408 4551 — 

Edinburgh 90,412 122,655 32,2433 — 

Elgin 228934 26,030; © V 4 

Fife 81,570 87,250 56808 — 

15 Forfar 68,297 91, 22, 704 —— 
Haddington 29,709 28,966 — 743 

Inverneſs 64, 656 73,979 9323 — 
Kincardine 24.346 26,799 2453 8 
Kinroſs 4889 5302 418833 — 

29 Kirkcudbright 21,205 26,959 5754 — 

Lanark 81,726 125,254 43,528 — 

Linlithgow 16,829 17,570 741 — 


Nairn 


Counties. 


Nairn 
Orkney and 
Shetland 
25 Peebles 
Perth 
Renfrew 
Roſs 
Roxburgh 
30 Selkirk 
Stirling 
Sutherland 
33 Wigton 


Total, 1,265,380 


22 —_ 


Scotland. 


Population 


in I755, 


5694 


38,591 
8908 


118, 903 


26,045 
42,493 


31,273 
4368 


38,8 13 


20,774 
16, 466 


Population in 
1790—1798. 


6054 


43,239 
8107 
133,274 
62,853 
50,146 
Z2,020 
4314 
46,663 
22,961 
20, 983 


1, 5 26,492 
1,265,380 


Increaſe, 261,112 


Increaſe. Decreaſe. 


360 


4048 


14,371 
36, 208 


7653 


747 


7850 


2188 


4517 


265,818 
4706 


261,112 
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